Disability Advisory Committee Meeting
Date: Thursday June 18 2026
Time: 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm
Location: Mornington library meeting rooms and online

Co-Chairs: Karen Ford & Mechelle Cheers
Minutes: Ava Inglis
Attendees: Karen Ford, Mechelle Cheers, Greg Nicholls, Andrea Currie, Susan Abbey, Gregory Pratt, Narelle Penny, Cr Patrick Binyon, Cr Cam Williams, Sandra Oluich, Lauren Carlomagno, Chris Munro, 
Apologies: Dee Davey, Daniel Laing, Jodie Mutimer, Monica Seal
Guests: Kate Hills, Claire Grosso, Roger Henshaw, Victoria Anderson
The meeting was recorded.
Welcome and Acknowledgement of Country
An Acknowledgement of Country was provided. 
Members and guests were welcomed. Apologies were noted. 
Everyone agreed to the previous meeting minutes.
Updates from groups
· PACE update
Greg Nicholls shared an update from the Peninsula Advisory Committee for Elders (PACE).
PACE is now using the DAC action log template.
PACE celebrated 20 years of advocating for older people. 
Feedback was prepared for the play space and outdoor fitness strategy.
World Elder Abuse Awareness Day was marked on 15 June.
· Councillor update
Councillors shared updates about Council leadership changes Stephen Batty has been elected as the Mayor and the by election is going ahead in October 2026.
The Council budget will be confirmed at a future meeting.
Shared an update about changes to aged care services. 
Some services will stop by 1 July 2027, including Meals on Wheels and community transport. 
Members raised concerns about access, costs, and support during changes.

· Community Wellbeing and Inclusion update
Lauren Carlomagno provided an update:
Recruitment for the Disability Inclusion Officer role is ongoing. 
Monica Seal remains the main contact for the committee. 
The We All Belong Strategy is completing its first year.
· Chair Update
Karen Ford raised the access issues at the volunteer recognition event  and how it has been followed up by Council staff. 
Members were told about an upcoming Disability Expo.
· True Advocacy Group
No update was provided as Daniel Laing was unable to attend.

New Business: Library Service Review
Roger, Victoria, Claire and Kate talked about how to make libraries easier to use for everyone, including people with disability.

What we heard
People said it is important to improve access at all libraries.
Somerville Library is too small and hard to access.
 Sorrento Library is a good example and works well.
Mornington Library has some barriers. These include the shelves, returns chute, computers, toilets, and layout.
People said it is important that people with disability can use the library on their own.
People want better access to audiobooks and digital services.
Noise can be a problem. People would like quiet spaces.
People support sensory spaces and noise reducing pods.
People said we should include people with lived experience when designing libraries.
They also said accessibility should be planned from the start, not added later.
Opportunities
Libraries could include quiet rooms, sensory spaces, and breakout areas.
There is a chance to improve digital access and make services easier to use.
Libraries could rethink how space is used.
Libraries are important community spaces for everyone.

Action
The Disability Advisory Committee will prepare and submit feedback to the Library Service Review.

DAC work plan discussion
We talked about planning an event for the International Day of People with disabilities and how to support inclusion in the community.

What we heard
People are interested in running an inclusive disability event or activity.
 Some people felt that 3 December may not be the best time, as it can limit who can attend.
People want events to be positive, welcoming, and focused on the community.
There was discussion about different types of activities.
 Some people prefer learning through real stories and experiences.
 There were mixed views about simulation activities, with a preference for respectful and educational approaches.
People said it is important to include all disability groups, including deaf and sensory communities.
 It is also important to include carers and the broader community.
People want to build understanding through events, storytelling, and community connection.
 There was interest in linking with existing events, such as the Seniors Festival.

Other points
Libraries can play a role in supporting wider community needs, including people experiencing homelessness.
All spaces should be designed for everyone to use.
 There is a need to build community awareness about disability inclusion.
Children and early learning were seen as important for building inclusion from a young age.

Support
Councillors Binyon and Williams confirmed their support for the committee’s work.

Current projects
Mornington Peninsula Planning Scheme Review 2026 | Shape Our Future
Closes 29th June 
Share your thoughts on the draft 2026 Planning Scheme Review Report. 
Library Service Review | Shape Our Future
Closes 28th June 
Share your feedback to help shape the future of Mornington Peninsula Libraries.

Meeting close
Karen Ford thanked everyone for their time and contributions.
The meeting closed at 3:00 pm.

Next meeting:
Date: Thursday 16 July 2026 
Time: 12:30pm to 3:00pm 
Location: Mornington Library Meeting Rooms  
