[image: Mornington Peninsula Shire]Chair: Karen FordDisability Advisory Committee  
Date and time – 20 August, 1:00pm to 3:00pm
Location – Mornington Library Meeting Rooms

Minutes: Monica Seal and Rebecca Charlton
Attendees: Councillor Patrick Binyon, Councillor Cam Williams, Andrea Currie, Gregg Nicholls, Karen Ford, Mechelle Cheers, Sandra Oulich, Susan Abbey, Gregory Pratt, Jodie (Rancare Connect) Narelle (Rancare Connect), Lauren Carlomagno
Apologies: Chris Munro, Daniel Laing, Dee Davey, Jason Robinson (BSL), Georgia Lynch (Abacus)
Meeting was recorded. 
	Minutes

	1
	Welcome / Acknowledgement of Country 
Chair Karen
· Karen Ford opened the meeting and provided the Acknowledgement of Country.
· Previous Minutes Minutes from the 16 July 2026 meeting were endorsed.
· Moved: Jodie Mutimer
Seconded: Susan Abbey


	2
	Introductions
Karen welcomed Rebecca Charlton, the new Disability Community Inclusion Officer.
Rebecca provided a brief introduction, outlining:
· Previous experience in community capacity building and disability inclusion within community health services.
· Experience supporting community organisations and businesses to improve accessibility and inclusion.
· Previous role as a Local Area Coordinator, providing insights into the NDIS.
· Interest in strengthening community-based supports and inclusion across the Mornington Peninsula.
· Long-standing connection to the local area and enthusiasm for working with the community and DAC members.
Members also briefly introduced themselves to Rebecca.

	3
	Sub-Working Committees
Councillor Update (Cr Patrick Binyon):
· Waste Management: Discussion regarding ongoing waste management and kerbside service transition planning, including Bass Council implementing 3D-printed tactile stickers for residents with low or no vision to identify different waste bins.

· Best Start, Best Life Kindergarten Reforms: Cr Binyon advised that community consultation is underway regarding the Victorian Government's Best Start, Best Life reforms, which will increase funded kindergarten hours. While Council supports the reforms and the benefits of early childhood education, many Council-owned kindergarten facilities may require significant upgrades to meet future demand. Community feedback is being sought to inform future planning, advocacy and infrastructure priorities.

· Rye Skate Park Redevelopment: Update provided on launch of Rye Skate Park this coming weekend and discussion of exploring opportunity to host an all-abilities skating session in future- perhaps around International Day of People with Disability. 
UPDATE: Enable Skate and Skateboarding Victoria have partnered with The Shire for the skate park launch and will be hosting all-abilities lessons on the netball courts using their All Abilities Skate Frame.

· Media Training for Councillors: Councillors undertook media training recently.

· Developer Contributions and Footpaths: Cr Binyon highlighted ongoing advocacy and exploration around developer contributions to improve local infrastructure, particularly accessible footpaths. Members noted the importance of continuous accessible pathways across the Peninsula.

PACE Update (Greg Nicholls):
· Greg provided an update on PACE committee’s ongoing concerns regarding changes to aged care service delivery and the impact these transitions may have on community members accessing support.
· [bookmark: _Int_oKciUJfK]PACE continues to advocate for accessible infrastructure, particularly footpaths and pathways that support mobility, safety and community participation.
· Greg shared information about the upcoming Beyond Age exhibition at MPRG, which explores the stories of older adults and the advice they would offer their younger selves.

Wellbeing and Inclusion Update (Lauren Carlomagno):
· Dying to Know Day held at Peninsula Theatre with approximately 150 attendees, featuring Peninsula Home Hospice, Voluntary Assisted Dying and palliative care information. Recording to be shared with members.
Recording link: Dying to Know Day – Live Stream

· Suicide Prevention Walk planned for September in partnership with Chasing Change and ribbon campaign activities.
World Suicide Prevention Day Walk 2026 - Mornington Peninsula Shire

· We All Belong Strategy annual reporting is complete and will be presented at the next meeting.

True Advocacy Group (Daniel Laing)
Daniel Laing was an apology- no verbal update given.
Received the below:
· Public Transport Access Remains a Priority: Members unanimously agreed that there is an urgent need for more bus services across the Mornington Peninsula, particularly improved connections between the Southern Peninsula, Mornington, and Frankston.
1. Addressing Discrimination on Public Transport: Drawing on lived experience, particularly experiences on the 788 bus route, members highlighted the need for increased disability awareness training for bus drivers. Concerns were raised about discriminatory practices occurring from passengers and the importance of ensuring all passengers are treated with dignity and respect.
1. Accessible Recreation and Active Transport: The group expressed strong support for the introduction of accessible bicycles and mobility-friendly cycling options along the Bay Trail. This was seen as particularly beneficial for people with disability, people with mobility challenges, and older community members experiencing age-related changes.
1. Barriers to Community Engagement: Discussion focused on the Community Engagement Policy and the hidden barriers faced by people with intellectual disability. Members noted that participation often depends on support workers, family members, or carers identifying and sharing community engagement opportunities.
1. Digital Inclusion and Communication: The conversation highlighted ongoing challenges with digital literacy among many people with intellectual disability. Members suggested that traditional communication methods remain important and recommended a hard-copy community engagement mailing list, distributed through group homes and disability services across the Peninsula, to ensure people do not miss opportunities to participate.
1. International Day of People with Disability (IDPwD): Members shared plans for the Doable Sound Art Project, which will perform live from Studio 3 at RPP FM on 4 September. This event will be followed by an album launch and live-to-air broadcast on 4 December, marking International Day of People with Disability and showcasing the creative contributions of artists with disability.
Brotherhood of St Lawrence
Jason from BSL was an apology- no update given. 

	4
	Officer Updates
Action log and Access Request log
Speaker: Monica Seal
· Public Amenities Strategy
Public Amenities Strategy feedback continues with the project lead. No firm timeline as yet.
· Draft Arts, Culture and Events Plan Feedback
DAC feedback on the Draft Arts, Culture and Events Strategy was provided to the project team.
· Internal Universal Design Training for Project Staff Opportunity
Members were informed of ongoing discussions regarding universal design training opportunities for infrastructure and project delivery staff.
· Employee Assistance Program (EAP) for volunteers
Monica highlighted news about NDIS reforms and the Shire’s EAP available to volunteers.
EAP LINK
Phone: 1300 687 327
Website: convergeinternational.com.au 
Online Booking
To access the EAP portal: 
User: MPS
Password: eap 
Organisational Code: MORNKAMQ

· Safety Beach Ramp
Members discussed concerns regarding sand build-up affecting accessibility at the Safety Beach ramp, noting that the site currently has no ongoing maintenance schedule despite seasonal sand accumulation significantly impacting access. Discussion highlighted the need for regular sand management and maintenance arrangements to ensure the ramp remains accessible year-round, as well as consideration of the location, parking arrangements and alignment with Universal Design principles and equitable access outcomes.
Action Images of sand accumulation will be shared with DAC minutes.
Correspondence
· Federal Department of Health, Disability and Ageing consultation regarding improving participation for people with disability, supported by a $200 million funding commitment. Community consultation open until 31 August regarding disability participation initiatives.
Consultation on Inclusive Communities Fund design now open | Australian Government Department of Health, Disability and Ageing
DAC members are encouraged to submit individual feedback. 

	5
	New Business
Speaker: Will Connard
Integrated Transport Strategy Draft 
Will provided an overview of the Integrated Transport Strategy (ITS) Mornington Peninsula Transport To 2040. The ITS provides details on the planning, investment, advocacy, and collaboration required to implement this plan. 
The strategy is organised around four key objectives:
· Enhanced connectivity
· Active and public transport
· Safety and accessibility
· Resilience and future planning
Members discussed:
· The ongoing need for accessible and connected footpaths. Will highlighted Shire’s commitment to 2.5m shared use footpaths.
· Safety concerns relating to school crossings for people with ID and identifying when school crossings are supervised, and safety concerns over shared pathways and potential hazards with bikes.
· The importance of accessible public transport infrastructure.
· Incorporating accessibility considerations into future transport planning.
· Ensuring path materials are accessible for all and support universal design principles.

Action
· Officers to collate key discussion points and prepare a DAC submission to support individual member submissions.
· Members encouraged to make individual submissions during the extended consultation period- extended until 28th August.
ITS - Integrated Transport Strategy | Shape Our Future
Password: Transportstrategy26

· Will to follow-up regarding path obstructions impacting access at Baxter Station.


	6
	New Business
Community Engagement Policy & Framework Development Review
Speaker: Tricia Folvig
Council's Community Engagement Policy is due for review in December. Early consultation is underway with advisory groups, committees, and staff to inform a revised Policy and Framework that strengthens inclusive, accessible, and transparent engagement, provides a consistent approach using the IAP2 Spectrum, and improves communication on how community feedback informs Council decisions.
Discussion Themes
· The importance of genuine co-design and engagement with people with disability.
· Ensuring accessibility is embedded throughout engagement processes.
· The need for universal design principles to inform future community consultation and capital works projects.
· The value of lived experience in informing community decision-making.
Action 
DAC members will be sent log in information to provide feedback.
ITS - Integrated Transport Strategy | Shape Our Future
Password: Transportstrategy26

Grants Discussion
Tricia also provided an overview of Council grant opportunities, including:
· Flexi Grants (up to $2,000).
· Community Support Grants (up to $5,000).
· Community Capital Grants.
Discussion occurred regarding:
· Eligibility requirements.
· Auspicing arrangements.
· Insurance considerations for community organisations.
· Limitations on advisory committees applying directly for grants due to governance arrangements.

DAC members were encouraged to provide feedback via the Shape page using the information below:
    CEPolicySurvey2026
     Password: CEpolicy2026


	7
	General Business
Bec discussed visit with Belgravia Leisure and opportunity to support All Abilities Day as part of International Day of People with Disability and a focus over the next 12 months on accessible recreation and leisure.
Members were advised of several current consultations including:
· Integrated Transport Strategy- extended for DAC members until August 28th 
· Bathing Boxes Policy – closes August 25th
· HMS Cerberus Partial Divestment consultation – closes August 25th
· Kindergarten infrastructure planning associated with Best Start, Best Life reforms – closes September 28th
· Conservation Covenants: Our Bushland Our Legacy – closes September 25th
· Early Engagement Community Engagement Policy – 
Password: CEpolicy2026
Members were encouraged to participate in relevant consultations and provide feedback.

	8
	Meeting Closed
Meeting closed at 3:04pm

Next Meeting
Date: Thursday 17th September
Time: 12:30pm to 3:00pm
Location: Mornington Library Meeting Rooms


	Meeting actions

	Action
	Responsibility

	Submit feedback on the Integrated Transport Strategy Draft- extended for DAC members until August 28th.
	DAC members

	Submit feedback on the Community Engagement Policy & Framework review
	DAC members

	Invite Community-led Capital Works Policy officers to meeting
	Monia Seal / Rebecca Charlton
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