Disability Advisory Committee Meeting
Date: Thursday 16 July 2026
Time: 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm
Location: Mornington Library Meeting Rooms
Chair: Karen Ford
Minutes: Monica Seal
Attendees: Karen Ford, Mechelle Cheers, Greg Nicholls, Andrea Currie, Susan Abbey, Gregory Pratt, Sandra Oulich, Jodie Mutimer, Cr Cam Williams
Apologies: Narelle Penny, Dee Davey, Daniel Laing, Chris Munro, Lauren Carlomagno, Cr Patrick Binyon
The meeting was recorded.

1. Welcome and Acknowledgement of Country
Karen Ford welcomed everyone and gave the Acknowledgement of Country.
Everyone agreed to the previous meeting minutes.
The minutes were moved by Sandra Oulich and seconded by Susan Abbey.
2. Staff Update
Monica Seal shared that this was her last meeting as Disability Community Inclusion Officer.
Rebecca Charlton has been appointed to the role and will start soon. Rebecca has experience in disability inclusion and community engagement.
Monica will continue to support disability inclusion in her new Coordinator role.

3. Updates from Groups
PACE Update
Greg Nicholls shared an update from the Peninsula Advisory Committee for Elders (PACE).
Topics discussed included:
Changes to aged care services.
The Library Services Review.
Support for carers.
Dying to Know Day on 6 August.
Social isolation and loneliness.
The importance of community connection.

Councillor Update
Cr Cam Williams provided updates on:
HMAS Cerberus land consultation.
Draft Arts, Culture and Events Plan.
Bathing Box Policy.
Integrated Transport Strategy.
Members were encouraged to provide feedback during consultation periods.
There was also discussion about accessibility challenges in supermarkets, including:
Narrow aisles.
Difficulty moving around displays.
Reading product prices.
Reaching products on shelves.
Members noted this could become a future advocacy project.

Community Wellbeing and Inclusion Update
An update was provided on successful NAIDOC Week events including:
Flag raising ceremony.
Screening of The Last Daughter.
Community activities with Bunurong Land Council.

True Advocacy Group 
No update was provided.

4. Officer Updates
Action Log and Access Request Log
Provided an update on current actions and access requests.
Discussion
Members spoke about:
The importance of receiving feedback after making submissions to Council.
Wanting to know how their feedback has influenced decisions.
The need for clearer reporting on disability inclusion outcomes.
Action
Council officers will investigate better ways to report back on Disability Advisory Committee submissions and recommendations.

5. Correspondence
The committee received information about:
The Integrated Transport Strategy.
Community grant opportunities.
Feedback requested on the Draft Arts, Culture and Events Plan.

6. New Business: Draft Arts, Culture and Events Plan
Members reviewed the Draft Arts, Culture and Events Plan.
Members felt the document:
Did not clearly explain how events would be accessible.
Had very little reference to disability inclusion.
Needed stronger commitments to accessibility.
Should better recognise people with disability as artists, performers, participants and audience members.
Needed better information sharing and promotion.
Members also suggested:
Easy Read versions.
Accessible formats.
More storytelling and lived experience.
Greater use of universal design principles.
Action
The committee will prepare a response submit feedback before consultation closes.

7. New Business: Inclusive Events Guide
Presented Version 3 of the Inclusive Events Guide.
Improvements Made
Reduced from over 40 pages to 25 pages.
Created a shorter checklist.
Better organised into:
Before the event
During the event
After the event
Members discussed:
Accessibility should be included for all events, no matter the size.
Accessible pathways and surfaces.
Accessible viewing areas.
Clear signage.
Accessible toilets.
Trained staff and volunteers.
Quiet and sensory-friendly spaces.
Universal design.
Action
The guide will continue to be tested and improved through future events.

8. International Day of People with Disability Planning
Shared ideas and planned activities being developed with community partners.
Planned Activities
All Abilities Day
Author Talk
16 Days of Activism promotion
Sensitive Story Time
Auslan Story Time
All Abilities Golf Day
Talks for carers and connected families
Wham Bam Fun Super Hero Day
Sound Art Project
What We Heard
Members supported the activities and suggested:
Community question and answer sessions about disability.
Promoting positive stories and lived experience.
Family-friendly activities.
Opportunities for local artists and performers with disability.
Market stalls run by people with disability.
Sensory-friendly activities.
Members also discussed the idea of a future “Festival of Inclusion” celebrating the talents and achievements of people with disability.
Action
Members will continue to share ideas and possible partnerships for future activities.

9. Current Projects
Integrated Transport Strategy
The committee supported inviting Council officers to attend the August meeting to provide more information about the strategy and consultation process. 
Other Projects
Members noted ongoing consultation for:
· Arts, Culture and Events Plan.
· Kerbside Waste Services Transition.
· Bathing Box Policy.

10. Disability Advisory Committee Achievements
Karen Ford shared examples of work the committee has helped influence, including:
Universal Design advocacy.
Health and Wellbeing Plan submissions.
Climate Emergency Plan submissions.
Wheel Along Policy.
Inclusive Events Guide.
Wayfinding projects.
Easy Read improvements.
Governance improvements.
Accessibility projects.
New member induction resources.
Travel reimbursement improvements.
Members acknowledged the positive impact the committee continues to have across Council.
Karen thanked Monica Seal for her leadership and support of the Disability Advisory Committee and disability inclusion work.
11. Meeting Close
The meeting closed at 3:08 pm.
Next Meeting
Date: Thursday 20 August 2026
Time: 1:00 pm (lunch from 12:30 pm)
Location: Mornington Library Meeting Rooms
