Disability Advisory Committee Meeting
Date: Thursday 20 August 2026
Time: 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm
Location: Mornington Library Meeting Rooms
Chair: Karen Ford
Minutes: Monica Seal and Rebecca Charlton
The meeting was recorded.
Attendees: Councillor Patrick Binyon, Councillor Cam Williams, Andrea Currie, Gregg Nicholls, Karen Ford, Mechelle Cheers, Sandra Oulich, Susan Abbey, Gregory Pratt, Jodie (Rancare Connect) Narelle (Rancare Connect), Lauren Carlomagno 
Apologies: Chris Munro, Daniel Laing, Dee Davey, Jason Robinson (BSL), Georgia Lynch (Abacus)
1. Welcome and Acknowledgement of Country
Karen Ford welcomed everyone and gave the Acknowledgement of Country.
Everyone agreed to the previous meeting minutes.
The minutes were moved by Jodie and seconded by Susan Abbey.

2. Introductions
Rebecca Charlton was introduced as the new Disability Community Inclusion Officer. 
Rebecca comes from a previous community health role supporting local businesses and organisations to build their capacity around accessibility and inclusion.
All DAC members in attendance briefly introduced themselves to Rebecca.

3. Councillor Update
Cr Patrick Binyon shared updates on:
Waste and Recycling: Council continues planning for changes to waste and recycling services.
Kindergarten Reforms: The Victorian Government is increasing funded kindergarten hours through the Best Start, Best Life reforms. 
Council supports these changes and the benefits of early childhood education.
Some Council-owned kindergarten buildings may need upgrades to meet future demand.
Community consultation is underway to help guide future planning and advocacy.
Rye Skate Park: The new Rye Skate Park will officially open 	this weekend.
Members discussed opportunities for future all-abilities skating sessions, including during International Day of People with Disability activities.
Media Training: Councillors recently completed media 	training.
Footpaths and Infrastructure: Council continues to explore developer contributions to help improve local infrastructure.
Members highlighted the importance of:
Accessible footpaths
Connected pathways
Safe community access across the Peninsula

4. PACE Update
Greg Nicholls provided an update from the Peninsula Advisory Committee for Elders (PACE).
PACE continues to discuss changes to aged care services and the impact these changes may have on people seeking support.
PACE continues to advocate for:
Accessible footpaths
Connected pathways
Safe mobility options
Community participation

Greg shared information about the upcoming Beyond Age Exhibition at the Mornington Peninsula Regional Gallery (MPRG).

5. Community Wellbeing and Inclusion Update
Lauren Carlomagno 
Lauren provided updates on current projects and events 	including: 
Dying to Know Day which was held at the Peninsula Theatre.
A Suicide Prevention Walk planned for September in partnership with Chasing Change. The event will include awareness and ribbon campaign activities.
Annual reporting for the We All Belong Strategy has been completed. The report will be presented at the next Disability Advisory Committee meeting.

True Advocacy Group
Daniel Laing was an apology. No verbal update provided.
True Colours advocacy group provided the below:
	Public transport Members said better public transport is still 	a priority. There is a need for more bus services across the 	Mornington Peninsula, especially between the Southern 		Peninsula, Mornington and Frankston.
Respect and inclusion on public transport Members shared 	experiences of discrimination on public transport, including 	on the 788 bus route. They said bus drivers would benefit 	from more disability awareness training and that everyone 	should be treated with dignity and respect.
Accessible recreation Members supported more accessible 	bike options along the Bay Trail, including bikes suitable for 	people with disability, people with mobility challenges and 	older community members.
Community engagement Members discussed barriers that 	can make it difficult for people with intellectual disability to 	take part in community engagement activities. Many people 	rely on support workers, carers or family members to share 	information about opportunities to participate.
Communication and information sharing Members spoke 	about challenges with digital literacy and access to online 	information. They suggested continuing to provide 	information in print and exploring ways to distribute 	information through disability services and group homes.
International Day of People with Disability Members shared 	plans for the Doable Sound Art Project, which will include a 	live performance at RPP FM and an album launch later in the 	year to celebrate International Day of People with Disability 	and showcase the work of artists with disability.
Brotherhood of St Laurence
Jason was an apology. No update was provided.

6. Officer Updates
Public Amenities Strategy
Feedback is continuing. There is no final timeline yet.
Arts, Culture and Events Plan
Feedback from the Disability Advisory Committee has been provided.
Universal Design Training
Council is exploring Universal Design training opportunities for staff involved in projects and infrastructure.
Volunteer Support
Members were reminded that volunteers can access the Employee Assistance Program (EAP).
The EAP provides confidential support and wellbeing services.

Safety Beach Ramp
Members discussed concerns about sand building up on the Safety Beach access ramp.
Members said:
Sand can make the ramp difficult to use.
Regular maintenance is needed.
Accessibility should be considered all year round.
Parking and access should follow Universal Design principles.
Action
Photos of the sand build-up will be shared with members.

Correspondence
Members received information about a Federal Government consultation on improving participation for people with disability.
Members were encouraged to provide feedback if interested.

7. New Business: Integrated Transport Strategy
Presented by Will Connard
Will shared information about the draft Integrated Transport Strategy.
Members discussed:
Accessible footpaths and pathways.
Safety at school crossings.
Accessible public transport.
Hazards on shared pathways.
Universal Design in future transport projects.
Action
Officers will prepare a Disability Advisory Committee submission.
Members are encouraged to make their own submissions.
Will will follow up concerns about access issues at Baxter Station.

8. New Business: Community Engagement Policy Review
Presented by Tricia Folvig
Council is reviewing its Community Engagement Policy.
The review aims to improve:
Accessibility.
Inclusion.
Community participation.
Communication about Council decisions.
Members spoke about:
The importance of co-design.
Including people with disability in decision making.
Universal Design.
Action
Members will receive information about how to provide feedback.

Council Grants
Information was also shared by Tricia about:
Flexi Grants.
Community Support Grants.
Community Capital Grants.
Members discussed:
Who can apply.
Insurance requirements.
Support from auspice organisations.

9. General Business
Rebecca Charlton provided an update about discussions with Belgravia Leisure.
There may be opportunities to support:
All Abilities Day.
International Day of People with Disability activities.
More accessible recreation and leisure opportunities.

Current Consultations
Members were encouraged to provide feedback on:
Integrated Transport Strategy.
Bathing Boxes Policy.
HMAS Cerberus Consultation.
Kindergarten Infrastructure Planning.
Conservation Covenants Project.
Community Engagement Policy Review.

Meeting Close
	The meeting closed at 3:04pm.
Next Meeting
Date: Thursday 17 September 2026
Time: 1:00 pm (lunch from 12:30 pm)
Location: Mornington Library Meeting Rooms

