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Large areas of old-growth forest have been removed
from the peninsula. Females ne tel
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Forests and most other native vegetation on the

peninsula occur as isolated patches.

Managing Introduced Fauna
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+ Rabbits - eat native vegetation, cause
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Heathlands on the peninsula have been reduced
to only a few locations.

+ Indian Mynas and Stariings - exclude native animals
from tree hollows.

Heathlands were cleared mainly for farmland
Environmen Protecton and Biodversty Conservation Act 1999, pasture and residential development. L

Fire is an important component of many habitat ‘aquatic animals and their eggs.
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Since European settlement on the
Mornington Peninsula, natural vegetation
and ecosystems that our fauna depend
upon have been significantly altered.

Today remnant native vegetation is restricted to
18% of the peninsula. Several native fauna
species are now locally extinct.

Remaining native fauna populations are
threatened by habitat fragmentation and loss
of shelter and food resources.

Council encourages everyone
to support the Mornington
Peninsula and Western Port
Biosphere Reserve by
recognising and protecting
native vegetation and animal
habitats.

Living with Native Animals

Retain areas of natural
habitat and be fire safe on and
around your property.

« Protect and expand existing
habitat on your land by
replanting disturbed areas
with locally native plants.
‘This may be done to increase
the size of an existing patch
or to link isolated patches
with vegetation cover.

+ Keep introduced grazing
animals out of native
vegetation. Consider fencing
native vegetation in grazed
areas Loave stacin e s

+ Keep cats indoor at night.
Keep dogs on your land or 3
on a leash when outside your e
property. Contact the Shire Ce s
offices for information on
off-leash areas.

* Retain wetlands, swamps and watercourses.
Control stock access to these areas.

+ Do not dump garden waste, rubbish, soil or
pond / fish tank contents into bushland or
waterways. Contact the Shire regarding
waste disposal.

+ Take home unwanted fishing line, tackle and
bait bags.

+ Do not feed native wildife as itis likely to be
detrimental to their health and may cause
altered behavior patterns and aggression.

+ Obtain advice before relocating possums.
Contact an accredited pest control operator.

NOCTURNAL
Active during the night
DIURNAL

Active during the day.

ARBOREAL
Spends all or most of the time in trees

TERRESTRIAL
Spends all or most of the time on the ground

AQUATIC
Principally inhabits fresh water

Asetection of INDIGENOUS FAUNA found in the Mornington

COASTAL DUNES
AND CLIFFS

Coastal dunes and cliffs commonly occur along the ocean
side of the peninsula with good examples at Gunnamatta
and Cape Schanck.

Cliffs provide important shelter for certain fauna that
would otherwise not be found on the peninsula.

Coastal dunes are sensitive to loss of vegetation and

Damage to these areas may be stopped by avoiding
pedestrian, stock and vehicle access.

Dune animals readily dig for food and conceal eggs in

the soft sandy sols. Mtalic Skink

Niveoscincus metalicus
Roptle (izard)

Size to 125 em

Dlet insects and spiders.

Forages around rocks,

Southern Toadlet
somimarmorata
Amphbian

Size 103 cm

Diet various nsects
and sp

Shetersincamp areas

Blue-tongued Lizard
Tiqua scincoides

Roptie (izarg)
ize 1o 50 om

Diot various invertabrtes,

fung, fowers, fruts and
me dead arimais.

Shelers i logs, existing

ws o under rocks
Active during warm nights.
we

Common Scaly-foot
Pygopus lepidopodus.

invertsbrates and futs

Cimbs ow vegetaton
‘When foraging or f0od.
Nests under rocks or
logs i small crevices.
RU

Bouganville’s Skink
Lerista bougainvili

el o)
Size

Diek sty mects s
larvae) and spiders.

Prefers sandy

Treo Drag
Amphibolurus muricatus

Roptie (izard)
Sizo 1o 37

Diot varous invertebrtes,

fruts and flowers.

Buries s eggs n sandy
sols. Spends much of the
me on the ground ina
varoty of habiat types.
t3

Shortbeaked
Echidna
Tachyglossus aculatus

Monoveme
(699 aying mammal)
S0om

Diet ants and te
Prefers dryer envronments
wihore i can dig for 000,

Shelters i logs or dense
vegetaton.
wic

Eastern Bent.wing Bat
Miniopterus schreibersil

sl mammal
sion hoat m body 0 tal
o4 cm. tai 10 5.2 om

Dist motns and soma other
insecis captured in fight

Requires caves for breading
ih colonies to many
tousands.

MIC. Vic - V. FFG.

White-footed Dunnart
‘Sminthopsis leucopus

Warsupial mammal
Size 10 (mins o)
Diot masly invertebrates
and some lzarcs.

Nests i or beneath falln
Wood or occasionally i @
oo, Profers arcas o
dense undergrouth

iy

Longenosed Bandicoot
Poramelos nasuta

rsupil mammal
Size 10 42 om (minus ta)
Diot seods and roos,
iso fung and

nvertebrates.

Digs holes in search of
food. Nests under dense.
vegotaton n @

shalow scraping

RU

Peninsula Shire

Common Ringtail
Psoudocheirus peregrinus

Marsupial mammal
Size 1035 om (minus ta)
Diot mosty leaves but also
s and flowers.

Wiidsspread. Rests i ree
Pollows or consiructs a
drey (nest of shrodded
bark) f hollows are sparse.
WiA

‘Agile Antechinus.
Antochinus agils

Marsupial mammal
Size to 11 cm (minus tai)

Diot mosly largor
invertsbrates and some
mall vertebrates.

Readiy cimbs teos in
search of food. Shalers in
hollows of fallen wood

Want more information?

Mornington Peninsula Shire
Customer Service Centre
1300 850 600

www.mornpen.vic.gov.au

What to do with injured wildlife

« Contact your local veterinarian - injured wildlife may
be treated by a vet in an emergency.

* Wildlife Victoria - a voluntary care service for injured
or orphaned native wildlife. Ph. 13 000 94535

life Help on the Mornington Peninsula

(WHOMP) 0417 380 687

Useful websites

hitp/ausiralianmuseum net auanimals.

« BirdLife Austs
W birdife.org.au Ph. 9347 0757

+ Department of Environment and Primary Industries
‘depi.vic.gov:au Ph. 136 186

« Department of the Environment
W environmen. gov.aulbiodiversityindex himi

 Field Naturalists Club of Victoria
Ph. 9877 9860

SWAMPS AND
WETLANDS

Wetlands and swamps are a component of most broader
habitat types and characteristically contain grass-like
sedges and rushes, as well as many other plants. Generally
there are few trees. Other variations Include aress wil
Tea-tree (Melaleuca) thickets.

Swamps have been considered wasteland in the past and as
a consequence, were drained for development. Today.
wetland swamps are considered essential for protecting
biodiversity.

They are negatively affected by an accumulation of
nutrients and other pollutants from the surrounding
landscape. Common Froglet
Crinia signifera
Swamps often dry out during periods of low rainfall but are
replenished seasonally. Lower water levels in dryer periods
reduce the impact on native fauna from exotic predators
Such as Carp.

Amphibian
Sizato3 om

Diet mostly nsects but
also ofher Invertebatos.

Inhabis stroams and
ponds in @ number of
types.

Wi

Galaxias
Galaxietla pusila

Fisn

Siza o3 cm

Diet a range of small

invertebrates and plant
tora,

Occupies swampy ar

ahing on aatec vegetaion

in which t ay eggs.
U, Vic - En. FFG.
Vo

Spotted Warsh Frog
Limnodymastes

Amphibian

oi
other nvetebrates.

Found near pemanent or
bodies.
Reaquies il o slow
g waer for brooding
ic

Growlng Grass Frog
toria raniformis

lmohivan
2 1o cm
Ditorer g

Requies permanent.
vetand e ange
of nabiattypes

ing e day under falon

Southern Bullrog
Limnodymastes dumerii
Anptian

Dictyeros vorstros

Burrowing species. Mosty
found around sreams and

wic

Common
Long-necked Tortoise
Chelodina longicolls
Rptie totoise)

25 om (shel)

Diet fion invertebrates and
“acpoles inclucing some.

d animals.

Inhabis swamps, ponds
and siow moving sireams.
May travel ove lan in
Search o water

wic

Glossy Grass Skink.
Pseudemoia rawiinsoni
Repte (20

ot oty e

e

Requires dense vegetation o
rago in a number of habtat.
ypes containing wetands.
v

‘Swamp Skink
Egemia coventryi

Lowland Copperhead
Austrlaps superbus

Roptlo (snake)
ize 0

Diet mosty izards and

ogs but also other snakes,

smal mammals and birds.

‘environmens. Shelters
under woo,
plant ussocks, or i logs and

Gould's Wattl
Chalinolobus gouldi

body 1o
7.5 o tail 10§ cm

vegetaton and above water.

Requires hollows i large,
Ting, oid-growth rees
wic

‘Swamp Rat

« Melbourne Water
181722

o Port Biosphere Reserve
9 2167.

Diet roots and leaves of
sedges. Alo grasses, fungi,
invertabrates and soads

Profors vogetaton

dominated b
(Cyperacess),in which it
forms paths, nestng n

Black Wallaby

ihervise solfary
wic

+ Museum Victoria
museumvictoria.com.au Ph. 131 102

+ Parks Victori
W parkweb vic.govau Ph. 131 963

“RSPCA
WALrspca.org au Ph. 9224 2222

+ Trust for Nature
W rustiomature.org.au Ph. 8631 5888

+ The Victorian Frog Group Inc.
htpifrogs.org.aulvig Ph. 9742 3764
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RIPARIAN ZONES

Riparian zones comprise the area of vegetation

 rely on variation in
habitat which riparian zones provide.

Riparian zones are negatively affected by:

« changes to stream flow by retaining or
redirecting water.

 removal of vegetation.

« trampling of the riparian zone, especially
by stock.

« pollution of water.

» unnatural erosion of streambanks or
catchment areas and subsequent stream
siltation.

Froshwater Cray
Euastacus sp.

« placement of in-stream barriers that Grusiacean
Sizo 10 155 cm

restrict the movement of wildiife. o
» removal of in-stream habitat structures material and some meat
such as tree branches. e s, ke
« channeling of waterways. dams, streams and

Burrowing Cray.
Engaeus sp.

Crustacean
Size 0 10

Diet various, mostly plant
materal and some meal.

Speciass in burrowing,
adapted to suimming
Rarely surfaces,Iing most
o s ife down around t
water

wic

ted Galaxias
Galaxias tuttaceus
Fish

Diot mosty nsect, other
fih. some crustaceans and

Prefers sow flowing
waterways where increased
winter fows alow acoess (o
vegetaton on inundated
bar

RU

Southern Pygmy Perch
Nannoperca australs

7em
Diet various invertbratos
‘ospecialy nsectlarvae.

Profers siow fow

Common Galaxias
Galaxias maculatus

Size 1020 cm
Dlet mosty insects and
tadpoles.

Moves into esuaries to

Tupong
Psoudaptrits urvl

Size
Diot varous invertobrates
and smai fsh,

‘Occupies the botiom of
larger streams. Moves

Shortfinned Eel
Anguills australls

Fish

Diet ve o desd

invertabrates.

Aduls migrate o the Coral
Soa near New Calodonia fo

Southern Brown
Litoria owingii

Amghibian
Sizo 1045 om
Diot mosty nsects

Requires sreamside
vegelation and sl water in
hic tolay eggs.
Remarkable cimber often
ventuing some disance

Delicate Skink
mpropholis delcata

Repile (1zard)
Size o105

ot mosty insects
(incluging thoi larvae)

Southern Water Skink
‘Eulamprus tympanum

Reptle (izard)
Sizo 1019 cm
Dlat most inscts and

spiders bt aso other
invertsbrates and izarcs

Found near sireams.
ofen on rocks orfallen
wood, or burrowing
benaath them for shltr
wic

Kosla
Phascolarctos cinereus
Marsuit mannal

sizeto
Die loavesof same

Due to a imited dit,

rian iarian eucalypis
are favoured or food
RU

Marsupial mammal
Sizo to 114 cm

Diot grasses and rolated
herbs,aiso oots and fung.

Produce their ow burrows.
‘o sioep n duing e day
Graze during the night or
during the day in

cooler months
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