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How would the proposal affect you? 

I am a neighbour  

In summary, my comments are: 

I support the new environmental overlay as it increases the protection of the flora and fauna in this special place for 
current and future generations.  

I have detailed comments to upload 

No  
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The Reserves need continuing protecting, the area strikes a balance for all. It is a pleasure to walk in the reserves, 
good exercise and the lungs for this area. We need to protect the reserves for our wildlife. The amendment offers 
the best protection for our reserves now and for our children and future generations. With so little vegetation left 
on the peninsula we can't afford to lose any more. The amendment protects an irreplaceable asset we cannot afford 
to lose any more land and vegetation.  

I have detailed comments to upload 

No  
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No  

How would the proposal affect you? 

I am a neighbour  

In summary, my comments are: 

We are extremely keen to support the protection of this valuable but sensitive area and to guarantee its future for 
generations to come. This unique Balcombe Creek & Estuary is the principle waterway of the Mornington Peninsula 
and Eastern Port Phillip seaboard and is core to the beautiful environment in which we all live and enjoy in its 
current form. It is historically significant to Mount Martha and much of the Peninsula, but more particularly of great 
ecological importance to local fauna and flora which have been protected and maintained thanks to various local 
community groups and committed individuals. Had it not been for this historic recognition, we would not even have 
this wonderful natural asset to now secure via the proposed ESO! The area has made possible the provision of 
generous valuable sporting and recreation infrastructure and this should be well maintained as it stands, but no 
further development should be considered outside existing boundaries. The current boardwalk and platforms 
provide safe and enjoyable access without excessive intrusion or impact. The Mornington Peninsula cannot afford to 
lose this treasured natural asset.  

I have detailed comments to upload 

No  
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This area ie the Balcombe Estuary and coastal Reserves are unique, irreplaceable and highly valued by the local 
community, as well as by the many visitors who frequent them. It is imperative that the entire Reserve area has the 
highest protection possible to preserve it for future generations and that it continues to provide the vital wildlife 
corridor from the coast to the Briars heritage property and their associated bushland. It also protects the largest 
intact waterway, the Balcombe Creek and estuary on the eastern side of the Bay. The intact indigenous vegetation 
filters the runoff from the surrounding land ensuring the quality of the water in the creek and entering the Bay and 
the popular Mt Martha beach. There is relatively little natural bushland left on the Mornington Peninsula and so all 
reserves and every existing area is of prime importance and we can ill afford to lose any. So, it is imperative that this 
Amendment C421 morn is supported and passed.  

I have detailed comments to upload 

No  
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Senior Environment and Approvals Advisor 
  

 

  
WatersEdge 101 Wells Street 
Frankston VIC 3199 
  
T +613 9552 3686 
M 0437 520 101  
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No  
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The Balcombe Creek Estuary Reserve is a habitat that needs to be preserved for wildlife and native plants. It is an 
irreplaceable asset within a Peninsula that continues to lose much of its native plant and animal life. It is a Reserve 
that continues to be enjoyed by many where sport can be played, dogs walked and families stroll on the board walk 
adjacent to the Creek with its ever changing patterns associated with tides, storm water and natural flows. It also 
has an abundance of history with its old camp ground and quarry.  
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This is a critically important ecological area and one that I care for deeply, as one of the most important 
environmental areas of the peninsula and port phillip bay. It is vital to protect and nurture these spaces for all living 
creatures, including our children and grandchildren. It is irreplaceable and beautiful, and a wonderful place to teach 
ourselves and our kids about the natural world, and to provide habitat for endangered and other species.  

I have detailed comments to upload 

No  
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Protection and enhancement of this area's ecological values is essential to the health of the region. I love the 
interaction that the sporting facilities provided for those who might not attend the area otherwise.  

I have detailed comments to upload 

No  
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The proposed amendment C241MORN offers the best protection for our reserves now and for our children and 
grandchildren as well as striking a balance between development and protection  

I have detailed comments to upload 

No  
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I support this amendment absolutely ! The work of the Balcombe estuary reserves group has been so important in 
protecting and restoring this unique estuary and this amendment will enable protection to continue into the future 
and prevent encroachment by inappropriate development in this area in which I live . I have been part of the care 
since 1975 when I helped establish the public reserve on the previous camping site  

I have detailed comments to upload 

No  
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Absolutely I support this amendment that will ensure care and protection of this special estuary and surrounds for 
the future  

I have detailed comments to upload 

No  
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How would the proposal affect you? 

Other (please specify) - As official representative of BERG who commenced this process in conjunction with the Shire 
in 2017.  

In summary, my comments are: 

See attached  

I have detailed comments to upload 

Yes  

Please upload your detailed comments 

https://s3-ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/ehq-production-
australia/11eb474ece5653682eee96d64109a5f003b5f483/original/1702618976/e567de4811eb7f79e1ea59ad6d0b3
6b9_Dec2023-BERG_Submission_to_Amendment_C241_morn.docx.pdf?1702618976  

 





Patron: Her Excellency Professor the Honourable Margaret Gardner AC, Governor of Victoria 

CFA Fire Prevention and Preparedness 

8 Lakeside Drive Burwood East Vic 3151 

Email: firesafetyreferrals@cfa.vic.gov.au 

CFA Ref: 8000-76247-132492 
Council Ref: C241morn 

 
 
 
3 January 2024 
 
 
 
Strategic Planning Team 
Mornington Penninsula Shire Council 
90 Besgrove Street 
ROSEBUD VIC 3939 
 
 
Dear Strategic Planning Team, 
 
 
Proposal: C214morn 
Location: Balcombe Creek Estuary and associated reserves 
 
Thank you for providing CFA notice of C214morn in accordance with Section 19 of the 
Planning and Environment Act 1987. 
 
CFA has reviewed the proposed planning scheme amendment and, further to our preliminary 
advice (CFA letter to Council dated 26 May 2022), would like to make the following 
comments: 
 
CFA understands that Council is seeking to protect and enhance the environmental values 
within the Balcombe Creek Estuary and associated reserves (subject land), with the 
introduction of Schedule 32 to the Environmental Significance Overlay (ESO).  CFA also 
recognises that Council intends to be responsible for managing the land. 
 
CFA appreciates the level of detail provided in the Explanatory Report regarding vegetation 
management for bushfire protection purposes.  However, is seeking clarification from Council 
regarding the change in planning policy objectives, with a focus to “protect and enhance”.   
 
While protecting and enhancing the environment within the subject land could ultimately lead 
to a reduction in weeds and an invasive species, it is likely that native vegetation will 
increase over time with the enhancement component of the ESO, rather than reduce over 
time with the land management practices.  It is unclear how the proposed ESO will address 
bushfire policy with a likely increase in bushfire risk overtime, as a result of enhancing native 
vegetation.   
 
We recognise the bushfire exemptions may continue to apply to private land, however CFA is 
concerned particularly where there are adjoining residential lots due to the potential hazard 
increase within the subject land as a result of the new planning policy.   
 
It remains unclear as to how the proposal has managed the policy component that applies in 
respect to 13.02-1S and CFA is seeking clarification regarding an appropriate policy 
response that can be prepared to address this. 






