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VPO1 

A Schedule 1 to the Vegetation Protection Overlay applies to the site, thus a permit is 

required to lop, destroy, remove trees. 

 

A permit is required to remove, destroy or lop any vegetation, except for: 

• The removal of vegetation which is to be carried out in conjunction with a 
development approved under a planning permit and in accordance with an endorsed 
plan. 

• The removal of vegetation necessary for the construction of a dwelling, dwelling 
extension or outbuilding where no planning permit is required and provided that: 
 

o A building permit has been granted for the proposed development. 
o No tree with a trunk circumference greater than 0.35 metres is removed 

within 6 metres of a road frontage. 
o Vegetation is only removed from the building footprint or within 2 metres of 

the proposed building. 

• The removal of vegetation, not within a road reserve, to enable the formation of a 
single crossing and access driveway with a maximum width of 3.7 metres. 

• The removal of vegetation which presents an immediate risk of personal injury or 
damage to property including the culling of single trees located within 3 metres of a 
dwelling or outbuilding, or which overhangs a boundary line. 

• The removal of any dead timber or branch which has occurred through natural 
circumstances, fire or the spread of noxious weeds. 

• The removal of any tree or branch of a tree which impairs the access of motor 
vehicles along any existing or approved access track, provided that such access track 
has a width no greater than 3.7 metres. 

• The maintenance of landscaping, including pruning, which does not effect the 
stability, general form and viability of the vegetation. 

• The removal of vegetation that has been established for less than 10 years and which 
is not required as landscaping under a planning approval. 

• The removal of vegetation specified in the schedule to Clause 52.17. 

• The removal of vegetation which is to be carried out in conjunction with a 
development approved under a planning permit and in accordance  

 

Permit Requirements 

Accordingly, a permit is required to remove, destroy trees 3, 5 and 6 within the site.  
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The Trees 

 
Tree 
No. 

Species Origin DBH 
(cm) 

HxS 
(m) 

Condition WOR Comments 

1 Agonis flexuosa 
(Willow Myrtle) 

A 15, 15 4x4 F/G  Neighbouring young healthy 
neighbouring  tree. TPZ 2.6.  SRZ 1.8 

2 Banksia integrifolia 
(Coast Banksia) 

I 41 9x8 G  Young mature tree in adjacent 
property. TPZ 4.9.  SRZ 2.5 

3 Eucalyptus leucoxylon 
(‘Rosea type Yellow Gum) 

V 16, 14, 
13, 13 

6x7 F 4 Planted, young mature, stunted. TPZ 
3.4.  SRZ 2.1 

4 Banksia integrifolia 
(Coast Banksia) 

I 33 8x7 F-P  Mature neighbouring tree which is 
thinly foliated with minor die-back. 
Leans to NW. TPZ 4.0.  SRZ 2.3  

5 Melaleuca nesophylla 
(Showy Honey Myrtle) 

A 24 4x6 F 3 Mature shrubby tree on heavy lean to 
the NW. TPZ 2.9.  SRZ 2 

6  Melaleuca nesophylla 
(Showy Honey Myrtle) 

A 24, 18, 
13, 13, 
10, 10 

4x8 F 3 Mature shrubby tree on heavy lean to 
the NW. TPZ 4.6. SRZ 2.4  

7 Melaleuca nesophylla 
(Showy Honey Myrtle) 

A 20, 17, 
13 

6x8 F  Mature neighbouring shrubby tree. 
TPZ 3.5.  SRZ 2.2 

8 Melaleuca nesophylla 
(Showy Honey Myrtle) 

A 25, 15, 
13, 13 

7x8 F  Mature neighbouring shrubby tree. 
TPZ 4.1.  SRZ 2.3 

9 Corymbia ficifolia 
(Flowering Gum) 

A 42 7x8 F/P  Neighbouring tree, very thinly foliated 
with many dead extremities.  TPZ 5 
SRZ 2.5 

10 Olea europa 
(Olive) 

E 15-17 < 3m 
high 

F/G  Row of healthy small topiaried healthy 
trees. TPZ 2  SRZ 1.5 

11 Euonymus japonica 
(Japanese Spindle) 

E 25 4x7 F  Neighbouring mature shrub. TPZ 3 
SRZ 2 

12 Banksia integrifolia 
(Coast Banksia) 

I 41 10x7 F  Mature neighbouring tree, thinly 
foliated upper crown, minor die-back. 
TPZ 4.9.  SRZ 2.5  

13 Banksia integrifolia 
(Coast Banksia) 

I 20, 12, 
10, 12 

7x5 F  Young mature neighbouring healthy 
tree. TPZ 3.4.  SRZ 2.1  

14 Melaleuca nesophylla 
(Showy Honey Myrtle) 

A 23, 23, 
15 

4x8 F  Mature neighbouring broad low 
spreading shrub. TPZ 4.3.  SRZ 2.3 
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In order to understand the table of data, I have provided the following explanatory notes: 

 

 

Tree Origin Categories 

Each tree has been classified as to whether it is indigenous (I), native to Victoria (V), native to 

Australia (A), exotic (E) or an environmental weed (W). 

 

An indigenous species (I) is one that is known to grow naturally in the local area, even if the individual 

tree has been planted and is from a seed source or provenance foreign to the area. 

 

A species classified V is one which has a part or all, even if very small, of its natural range within 

Victoria, although it may occur outside the state as well. It does not however occur naturally in the 

local area. 

 

A species classified A is native elsewhere in Australia than Victoria. It does not occur naturally in the 

local area. 

 

A species classified E has its natural range occurring outside Australia. 

 

A species classified W is a seriously invasive environmental weed. 

 

DBH   diameter of trunk over bark at breast height  In a number of cases where the tree has forked into 

multiple trunks below breast height (1.3-1.5m) the diameter is measured below the fork and an estimate 

is made for the single trunk equivalent at breast height, or else figures for each of the individual stems 

can be given. 

 

HxS  This is the estimated height (H) of the tree and its average crown spread (S). 

 

SULE  Safe useful life expectancy in years. Taken in the context that the area is to be developed for 

residential use, and that sensible distances are maintained between the buildings and the trees, this is 

the estimate of time that the tree will continue to provide useful amenity without imposing an onerous 

financial burden in order to maintain relative safety, and avoid excessive nuisance.  

 

Condition This descriptor can be encapsulated by three terms, namely Health (H), Structure (S) and 

Form (F).   

 

Health is largely governed by the ease in which the metabolic functions are occurring throughout the 

tree. Symptoms of health include the amount, distribution, density, size and colour of the foliage.  

 

Structure refers to the structural stability of the tree and its branches. A well structured tree is not likely 

to shed branches or stems, or snap in the trunk or blow over, whereas a poorly structured tree is more 

likely to. 

 

Form basically refers to the symmetry of the tree. A tree with a straight trunk and symmetrical crown 

and evenly distributed branches is referred to as having good form, whilst a lopsided leaning tree may 

have fair – poor form. 

 

 

Worthiness of Retention (WOR): 

The worth for retention of a tree applies to site trees only and is based on the assumption that the site is 

to be re-developed, and that there is the opportunity for new tree planting. It is based on a number of 

factors.  These factors are: 

 

1. structure, health, form and safe useful life expectancy,  

2. size, prominence in the landscape,  

3. species rarity,  

4. whether indigenous, 

5. whether an environmental weed. 

6. importance for habitat of native wildlife 

7. whether of historical or cultural interest 




