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1. INTRODUCTION 

 

David MacFarlan Reserve is a key parcel of open space for the Sorrento community, which is located 
a short distance to the Sorrento Township. The Reserve is only eight hectares in size, however 
services an extensive mix of sport and community uses, including Australian Rules Football, cricket, 
tennis, bowls, and netball.  Other facilities include a Community Centre with a one-court basketball 
stadium, a scout hall, CFA training track, skatepark and playground. Given the limited amount and 
diversity of open space available in the Sorrento catchment area, David MacFarlan Reserve has the 
capacity to improve the appeal and accessibility for existing user groups and the broader Sorrento 
community.  

 

1.1 Purpose and Use of a Master Plan  

The David MacFarlan Reserve Master Plan has been prepared to provide direction for the future 
development of the reserve.  

A previous Master Plan for the reserve was adopted in 2000, and many of the recommendations from 
that plan have been actioned, including the development of the Sorrento Community Centre and 
skatepark.  It is now timely for Council to review and refresh the master plan due to the need to: 

¶ Investigate location options for new netball courts within the oval environs to better meet the 
needs of the Sorrento Football Netball Club, 

¶ Provide sport and recreation facilities that are fit for purpose and reflect the Principles and 
Facility Development Standards outlined in the Shire’s Sports Capacity Plan, 

¶ Improve the walkability, connectivity, and general amenity of the reserve. 

This report outlines the supporting information from which the David MacFarlan Master Plan was 
developed. It provides an overview of the existing conditions, a site analysis detailing the issues and 
opportunities for the space and the recommended future direction for the reserve. 

The report was written in partnership between Mornington Peninsula Shire’s Coordinator Recreation 
and Open Space Planning, Design Table Landscape Architecture & Urban Design and Simon Leisure 
Consulting.   

 

  



5 
 

Mornington Peninsula Shire- David MacFarlan Reserve Master Plan 2024 

2. BACKGROUND 

This section provides an overview of David MacFarlan Reserve including its function, previous 
planning work completed for the reserve and the driver behind the preparation of this Master Plan.   

David MacFarlan Reserve is located in Sorrento, which forms part of the southern planning area of 
the Mornington Peninsula Shire. The reserve is approximately 8 hectares in size; however, the site 
consists of 4 separate titles, one being Crown land and the remainder being owned by the Shire. All 
parcels are zoned Public Park and Recreation Zone (PPRZ); however one area is a mixture of PPRZ 
and PUZ6 (Public Use Zone- Local Government). 

The primary function of the reserve is to provide a range of outdoor sporting and recreation 
opportunities for the Sorrento community. David MacFarlan Reserve is one of the Shire’s 34 sporting 
reserves and offers a diverse range of facilities. 

-    An AFL/Cricket oval and pavilion 

-    4 netball courts and club rooms 

-    2.5 Bowling greens and clubrooms 

-    8 tennis courts and clubrooms 

- Sea Scouts hall 

- CFA training track and associated infrastructure 

- Community Centre 

- Local level playground 

- Passive open space with skate facility and wetlands 

- Several formal and informal car parks 

 

In February 2000 a Master Plan for the reserve was adopted. The major recommendations such as 

the development of a Community Centre and skate facility has been implemented, however the 

document is well overdue to be reviewed. 

In 2009 the Mornington Peninsula Football League introduced a netball competition to run alongside 

their AFL competition, therefore creating a demand for netball courts to be co-located with the clubs’ 

football ovals. The Sorrento Football Netball Club utilise the existing netball courts, however the 

location of this facility is not ideally suited to the operations of a football netball club. 

A condition audit of the courts was recently completed which confirmed that the courts are in poor 

condition and non-compliant, therefore it is time to resolve the location/number of courts. 

 

The David MacFarlan Reserve Master Plan 2000 states; “Use of the site today is an amalgam of 

years of ad hoc and intense development”, therefore the best way forward is to prepare a new Master 

Plan for the entire site. The process will enable a strategic assessment of all sporting and recreation 

facilities to ensure the best outcome is achieved for netball and the future of the reserve.  
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3. STRATEGIC CONTEXT 

 

The David MacFarlan Reserve Master Plan process considered a number of strategic planning documents 
relevant to the reserve and its core function as a site for sports and recreation activities.  This section outlines 
contextual aspects that were assessed and considered during the study. 

 

Population and Demographics 

 

A review of relevant population characteristics of Sorrento, Portsea and Blairgowrie was carried out, being the 
main residential areas serviced by the facilities and spaces available at the reserve.1 

- The combined population of Sorrento, Portsea and Blairgowrie in 2020 was estimated at 4,650 people. 

- The area has a much lower proportion of children aged 4-17 years (8.8%) compared to all of Mornington 
Peninsula Shire (16.7%), however the proportion is projected to increase to 10.9% by 2036.   

- The area has a higher proportion (56.6%) of older adults (60+ years) compared to all of the shire (31.3%). 

- There is a higher proportion of people who are Australian born (77.0%) compared to all of the shire 
(75.4%). 

- The global Covid 19 pandemic has resulted in an increased number of residents now working remotely 
from home.  

- There is only marginal population growth projected for the combined area of Portsea, Sorrento and 
Blairgowrie to 2036 (467 people). 

 

The implications of these demographic characteristics for the concept plan are: 

 

- The relatively low projected growth of the population to 2036 suggests that if existing and 
planned facilities at the reserve meet the current needs of the sporting clubs, then they will 
also likely meet future needs. 

- The ‘older’ profile of the population suggests that there will continue to be demand for sporting 
and recreation facilities and spaces suitable for older adults, such as bowls, tennis, the 
Community Centre, and paths and seating. 

- The high proportion of Australian-born people suggests that football, cricket, netball, tennis 
will remain preferred sports of residents.  

 

 

 

 

 
1  Source: Mornington Peninsula Shire Community Profile, id (2021) 
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Background Reports  

The following reports and strategies provided important context, background and direction for the 

Master Plan. 

Council and Wellbeing Plan 2021-2025 

Mornington Peninsula’s Open Space Strategy 

David MacFarlan Reserve Master Plan (2000) 

Our Game Plan (2019) - Sports Capacity Plan Vol 1 – Sports Fields.  

Currently in draft Vol 2 -Indoor Sports and Vol 3 - Non-field-based sports.  

Play space Strategy 2015-2020 

Skate/ BMX Strategy Volume 1 (2008) 

Tennis Strategy (2012) 

 

Council and Wellbeing Plan 2021- 2025 

Council and Wellbeing Plan provides a set of operating principles for how our key themes will be 

delivered. The Plan also provides the framework for everything we do to enable your elected 

representatives to best serve the community. The vision is underpinned by these Three key themes:  

A healthy natural environment and well-planned townships. Vibrant and unique townships 

balanced with a natural environment that is protected now and into the future, accelerating climate 

action and celebrating cultural heritage. 

A robust, innovative and diverse economy. A community with abundant and varied education and 

local employment opportunities. We are open to new ideas and work with our partners to grow a 

strong, diverse and future-focused economy. 

 

A flourishing, healthy and connected community. An inclusive and creative community that values safety, 

physical and mental health and wellbeing. A community with accessible services and transport to keep us 

connected. 

 

Open Space Strategy (2002) 

The Mornington Peninsula Open Space Strategy was prepared to identify the planning and 

development issues and prioritise the diverse number of competing open space demands. 

The vision for Open Space for the Mornington Peninsula Shire is: “A unique, well planned 

and integrated open space environment that is highly valued and offers a range of 

opportunities”.  
 

The Open Space Strategy outlines 7 classifications of open space, with David MacFarlan 

Reserve being classified as a Sporting Reserve.  

 

Sporting reserves are defined as; ñreserves that provide for the needs of a range of outdoor 

sporting and recreation needs in the community. Reserves may be multi-purpose and cater for a range of 

activities including playing fields, courts, bowling greens, hockey pitches etcò  

 

The recommendations outlined in this report and the draft concept plan reflect the classification for a Sporting 

Reserve. 
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David MacFarlan Reserve Masterplan (2000) 

The master plan was informed by community and reserve user group input, and provided a 

new vision for the reserve …... 

“To plan, develop and manage David MacFarlan Reserve to cater for a wide range of 

community, sporting and recreational activities that will enhance active and healthy 

lifestyles within the local community”. 

 

 

 

 

Sports Capacity Plan (2019) 

The Sports Capacity Plan is the outcome of a comprehensive planning process to 

understand the current and future sporting needs of shire residents.  The plan 

contains overarching sports planning principles and will guide the future provision, 

distribution and standard of sporting facilities across the peninsula. 

The plan comprises three volumes: 

¶ Volume 1 – Sports Fields 

¶ Volume 2 – Indoor Sports 

¶ Volume 3 – Other Sports 

Volume 1 was adopted by Council in 2019, and Volumes 2 & 3 are in draft form.  The Sports Capacity 

Plan is a key informant document for the David MacFarlan Reserve Master Plan, and for all future 

sports planning and development projects. 

The following eight principles from the plan will inform this master planning study. 

1. Adequate Provision 

2. Multiuse and Shared-Use 

3. Accessible and Inclusive 

4. Consolidation and Co-Location 

5. Open and Inviting 

6. Quality and Sustainable 

7. Financially Responsible 

8. Partnerships. 
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Playspace Strategy (2015-20) 

 

The Playspace Strategy updated the 2008 Strategy to further guide playspace 

improvements through to 2020.  It provides a framework for the ongoing planning, 

design and management of the shire’s public playgrounds. 

The Strategy notes that the existing playspace at David MacFarlan Reserve is a Local 

level playspace that was installed in 2006.  The Strategy states that the design of Local 

level playspaces “needs to offer some flexibility to cater for a good range of local play 

opportunities which can be adaptable for childrenôs needs as they grow.  The level of 

facilities offered at a Local Park will vary but should at a minimum include: double 

swings; natural shade and natural landscape features; open-ended play elements for 

social and imaginative play; playground structure for 3 ï 12 year olds; seating; and accessible paths.” 

The Strategy does not list any works for the existing playspace at the reserve. 

 

 

Skate/ BMX Strategy (2008) 

 

The Skate/ BMX Strategy outlines a set of principles and key directions 

relating to the number and type of skate and BMX facilities to be provided 

throughout the shire. 

The Strategy was completed in 2008 and refers to the Sorrento Skate Park as 

being in the planning stage.  The skate park is now constructed and is a 

facility designed for beginners to intermediate skaters and scooter riders. 
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4. STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT 

The key stakeholders in the master planning study were the eight reserve user groups, Shire staff and 

Ward Councillors.  See Appendix 1 for the list of people consulted during the master plan study. 

Extensive stakeholder engagement was undertaken between July 2020 to June 2022 with one-on-one 

meetings (by Zoom) follow up in person meetings and roundtable user group discussions with an 

opportunity for representatives to discuss issues and opportunities from the perspective of their clubs. 

Additional meetings were held with user groups in early 2023 to follow up on issues and concerns and 

to finalise the concept plan with majority agreement from stakeholders. This involved one on one 

meetings and user group roundtable discussions. 

The key items raised are summarised below:  

Sorrento Football Netball Club (football section) 

- Pavilion has been developed in an ad hoc manner, and currently lacks female changerooms for 
netballers/ umpires, and adequate storage. 

- It is difficult to achieve full integration between the football and netball offerings on match day, 
with the netball courts so far removed from the oval. 

- There is a lack of available off-street car parking to accommodate all players and spectators 
(approx. 800 people per match), which results in parking along Hotham Road.   

- Club supports the removal of the trees along the tennis court fence in order to open-up that 
section of the oval perimeter for nose-to-fence parking. 

- Players park behind the pavilion, and the Club believes the through-road behind the pavilion is 
unnecessary and could be vehicle-free. 

- Club support new entry on Hotham rd with wider access. 

- There needs to be safety netting behind the goals to stop balls landing on Melbourne Rd. 

- Scoreboard is at end of life, club is working with community capital team to approve new 
scoreboard. 

- Football oval lacking undercover shelter for spectator viewing. 
 

 

Sorrento Football Netball Club (netball section) 

- The MPNFL has approved the southwest court for competition, but it is still below standard. 

- Preference is to have two match courts adjacent to the football oval and continue to train on 

current courts.   

- The basketball half court on the netball court is dangerous. 

- There are no female changerooms. 

- Any new court development needs to consider/ include: 

- player, officials and spectator shelters. 

- equipment storage, ie. goal post padding, ball bags (approx. 12), and assorted training 
equipment. 

- power for an electronic scoreboard. 

Sorrento Junior Football Club 

- Pavilion needs girls changerooms, and all facilities are a bit tired. 

- Club needs lockable storage area for each age group/ team, including Auskick. 

- Playground is near the busiest part of the car park and it is dangerous with children crossing. 

 

Sorrento Junior Netball Club 

- The Courts suffer from vandalism, mainly during the summer months with broken bottles the 

biggest issue. 

- Generally, there is adequate provision for safe crossings across Morce Avenue and through the 

car park for those players walking to training from the local primary schools. 
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- Club is open to moving to another location on the reserve, and with approximately 60-80% of 

players walking from the local primary schools, a defined pathway through the reserve would 

be preferred. 

 

Sorrento Cricket Club 

- The cricket practice nets are in poor condition and require updating.  Would prefer the bowler’s 

run-ups to have a synthetic surface.   

- Current location of the nets has them in shadow by the pavilion during training sessions. 

- Preferred location at existing playground area. 

- Enclosed nets would be supported.   

- Storage required. 

- Pavilion lacks female friendly facilities and disabled toilets. 

- Pavilion is outdated, many rooms/ spaces are inefficient and dark. 

- Traffic between the pavilion and playground is a safety issue with families 

watching/participating during cricket matches, as children run back and forth between the two. 

- Entrance gates are one car wide, and so can become congested when cars are entering and 

exiting at the same time. 

 

Sorrento Tennis Club 

- The 2 back courts are used as overflow courts. 

- Pavilion is adequate, although is on the small side. 

- Would like the trees along the north boundary removed – issue with leaf litter and would prefer 

that the Cypress trees at the western end are removed also. 

 

Sorrento Bowls Club 

- The number of greens is considered adequate for current and future needs. 

- The clubroom is considered adequate for current and future needs, but requires some minor 

upgrades: 

- installation of a deck to the rear of the clubroom. 

- kitchen upgrade. 

- replacement of ceiling. 

-    Would like the car parking sealed and formalised. 

- The Club would welcome the opportunity to explore avenues for multi-use of the facility and forge 

closer ties with other reserve user groups. 

 

Sorrento CFA 

- The pumping system below the training track is still functional. 

- The competition team stopped operating about 3 years ago. 

- The track is used now wholly as a training venue, ie. member being instructed on how to run 

and reel in hoses, how to use the different spray heads on the hoses, etc. 

- The track is used about once per month on Tuesday nights. 

 

Sorrento Sea Scouts 

- The Scout Hall has separate male and female toilets and showers, however, requires disabled 

access and disabled toilets and showers. 

- Would like to erect a decking and accessible entry to the east side of the Scout Hall. 

- There is no access to rubbish bins, so all rubbish needs to be taken away. 
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Sorrento Community Centre 

- Install externally accessible public toilets. 

- Add additional internal toilets and changeroom facilities, and additional storage (master plan 

should show an extension). 

- Early Learning Centre requires modifications to ensure efficiency and compliance in meeting 

enrolment demands (potentially requires expansion of the footprint of the Centre). 

- Install heating and cooling to the Stadium, and heating to the entry foyer. 

- Increase the size of the Stadium court to achieve compliance for netball and/or basketball. 

- The Community Centre is a designated Emergency Evacuation Facility for the Sorrento 

Township, however there are not enough toilets. 

- The skate park is a popular facility, which is used daily.  Usage increases dramatically on 

weekends and during holiday periods. 

 

General Reserve Improvements 

- Reserve needs a path network. 

- The Pine trees in the northwest near roundabout are in poor condition and drop branches. 

- Suggestion for a sound shell/ performance space to be built near the bowling club and facing 

the oval, which would have a dual purpose as a sheltered grandstand during football 

matches. 
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5. EXISTING CONDITIONS ISSUES AND OPPORTUNITIES 

This section of the report provides an overview and imagery of the existing conditions of the sporting 

and community facilities, recreation and informal open spaces, access and movement and the 

environment. This section also details the opportunities for the Reserve.  
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AFL/Cricket facilities 

 

The AFL/Cricket facilities are home to the Sorrento Senior and Junior Football Clubs and the Sorrento 

Cricket Club.  The facilities include the oval, the JR Keegan Pavilion, 3 lane cricket practice nets, 

coaches’ boxes, electronic scoreboard, small playground and informal unsealed parking surrounding 

the oval and adjacent to the pavilion. Entry is off both Melbourne Road and Hotham Road with the 

primary gated entry off Hotham Road.  

The Sorrento Football Netball Club was founded in 1890. As of 2023 the club held 150 members, 

being two senior and one under 19 football teams. 

During the 2023 season the Sorrento Junior Football Club had 195 players registered across 7 boys 

and 4 girls teams. Additionally, they have approximately 50 participants in Auskick.   

The Sorrento Cricket Club was founded in 1890 and they have approximately 100 active members 

across several senior and junior teams. During the summer season the club use the ground and nets 

6 days of the week for training and competition.  

 

Sports Field 

The dimensions of the playing surface for football are approx. 148m long x 115m wide, which sits 

within the acceptable range for a District level AFL oval, however it is not the preferred dimensions of 

165m x 135m1.  The orientation of the oval for football is east-west, which is not the preferred 

orientation of north-south. 

The dimensions of the playing surface for cricket at approx. 58m diameter meet the minimum 

dimensions for open age community club cricket matches (50m radius) but is just short of the 

recommended dimension of 60m radius. 

The oval surface was in good condition at the time of inspection, and a new four pole floodlighting 

system was installed in 2020.  The oval has a synthetic surface centre cricket wicket, which is in good 

condition, and with approx. dimensions of 25m long x 3.0m wide complies with standards. 

Opportunities 

¶ Maintain existing sports field conditions. 
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Football/Cricket Pavilion 

The JR Keegan Pavilion was constructed in the 1980s.  Several extensions and refurbishments have 

been undertaken to the building since construction, including the kitchen/ canteen areas, the home 

change room, and additional storage. The pavilion has extended beyond its footprint with an external 

cool room, a number of skip bins and a shipping container.  

The pavilion audit assessed the building to be structurally sound and well maintained, however, noted 

that there are signs of wear and tear.  It is non-compliant with the Shire’s Sports Facility Development 

Standards in several areas: 

-   The away player change room at 30m² is less than the recommended 55m².  Both player 

change room amenities at 15m² are less than the recommended 25m², and the open showers 

do not meet unisex requirements.   

-   The umpires' change room is in good condition, however, is undersized in comparison to the 

recommended size of 25m². 

-   The social/ community space totals 225m² (132m² downstairs and 90m² upstairs).  This 

exceeds the recommended standard of 100m² - 150m², however functionality of the space is 

poor due to the split level configuration. 

- The pavilion audit has assessed the pavilion as a Category 3: fair condition – dated, not fit for 

purpose as many elements require upgrade to be unisex. 

- There are a few informal areas surrounding the Pavilion which are used by visitors/spectators, 

for parking and access: 

-   Spectator space between the football/cricket pavilion and the oval. 

-   Small playground adjacent to the pavilion. 

-   General circulation space around the pavilion and existing cricket nets 

Opportunities: 

¶    Reconfigure and expand the player amenities to meet the Facility Development Standards for 

District level AFL/ Cricket and Netball  

¶    Improve functionality of social/community space to cater for functions such as corporate, 

fundraising and club events for Football, Netball and Cricket. 

¶ Increase and formalise the spectator area and gathering spaces to provide even grass surfaces 
and renewal of furniture. 

¶    Formalising areas around the pavilion with discreet bin storage and removal of external 

storage eg: cool room and shipping containers. (Once provided for within pavilion) 
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Cricket Practice Nets/ Oval Infrastructure 

One set of cricket practice nets (3 lanes) is located on the northern side of the oval adjacent to the 

main pavilion.  All nets are open, and their condition is average to poor condition, particularly the 

chain-mesh, which is in poor condition and dangerous in sections, where cricket balls can hit in the 

direction of spectators. 

The width of each net at approx. 3.7m complies with the preferred width (3.6m), however, the length 

of each pitch (includes the sealed run-up) ranges from 26m – 29m long, which is less than the 

recommended length of 33m. 

The current location blocks view lines from the entry area off Hotham Road to the Pavilion; also, the 

Pavilion overshadows the nets during training. 

The existing oval infrastructure such as the players/coaches shelters are old and require replacing. 

Whilst the scoreboard is in poor condition. 

 

 

Opportunities  

¶ Currently the practice nets occupy an area that has potential to be a premium viewing and 

gathering/seating space with potential shelter for users of the oval.  

¶ Space for new cricket practice nets is available on the eastern side of the pavilion . 

¶ The proposed location will maintain sightlines between the cricket nets and the oval. 

¶ Consolidation of the cricket nets closer to the pavilion provides better use of facilities 

accessibility  
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Playground    

The existing playground is aimed at junior users and is located within the busiest part of the car park, 

therefore is dangerous for children crossing from the pavilion. The playspace includes a climbing 

tower structure with slides, a swing set and swinging bars, none of which are accessible play 

elements, having only Softfall mulch and no pathways or rubber surfaces. 

The playspace whilst convenient for the Football and Cricket clubs it does not provide an inviting 

destination for local residents who are not associated with the clubs. Its location below the street level 

and close to the pavilion further reinforces the sense that it belongs to the club rather than the 

community. 

 

Opportunities: 

¶ Location of the existing playground is the preferred location for the proposed 4 lane cricket 

nets. 

¶ There is space to accommodate a new junior playspace on the opposite side of the Pavilion 

(Hotham Road).  

¶ The broader reserve has the capacity to accommodate a larger, community focused playspace, 

with accessible play elements for all abilities and age groups. 
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o Netball Facilities 

The Netball facility consists of 4 asphalt courts and a clubhouse known as the Redman Pavilion. This 

facility is currently used by the Sorrento Football Netball Club and the Sorrento Junior Netball Club.  

The Netball section of the Football Netball Club commenced in 2012. In 2023 the club had 53 

members consisting of four senior and one under 17 netball teams. They use the existing netball 

courts which are located approximately 300 metres away from the AFL Pavilion side of the oval.  They 

use the courts for training and competition from March to September on Tuesday and Thursday 

evenings and Saturdays.  

The Sorrento Junior Netball Club is affiliated with Nepean Netball Association (NNA), therefore 

competes at Truemans Road Reserve under the NNA competition on Saturdays. In 2023 the club had 

90 members / eleven teams, plus 30 participants in the NetSetGo program. The club access the 

existing courts from 4 to 6pm on Wednesdays from late February to October.  

 

Netball Courts 

There are four asphalt netball courts provided in two separate enclosures of two courts each, located 

on the southern side of the reserve, disconnected from the existing AFL/Cricket pavilion which lies to 

the north. The current scenario has resulted in the netball and football clubs lacking the desired co-

location.   

The current number of courts (4) exceeds council’s standard provision of two floodlit courts at 

reserves (where space permits) to accommodate the football netball club competition and training and 

are available to other netball clubs for training and the general public for recreational use.  

A court audit undertaken by 2MH Consulting identified the following: 

-   These courts do not meet the current standards in relation to court dimensions and run-off 

zones, and the court surfaces are cracking, uneven, and lack drainage.  There are no players 

and officials’ shelters. 

-    All courts are floodlit, and it was concluded that the lighting system is old and not appropriate 

for these courts. 

- The perimeter chain-mesh fencing around the northern enclosure is in poor condition, whilst 
the fencing around the southern enclosure is in moderate condition and still functional.  

 

 

Opportunities: 

¶ There is space to construct 2 new competition standard court to the north of the AFL/Cricket 

pavilion, thereby facilitating co-location of Football/Netball.   

¶ Due to their condition and over provision, the existing four courts to the south require 

renewal/replacement, this would include consolidating the courts from four to two, and 

potential to be used as multiuse courts. 

¶ The proposed two courts will service the training needs for the Sorrento Junior Netball Club and 

the netballers with the Sorrento Football Netball Club and as courts for recreational use by the 

broader community.  

¶ The embankment to the southern side of the proposed multiuse courts provides an opportunity 

for a viewing mound for informal spectator use. The location offers good views over the courts 

and will assist in dealing with the severe level change in a functional manner.  
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Netball Pavilion  

Currently the senior and junior netball teams utilise the Redman Pavilion. 

An existing plaque indicates that the building was constructed in the 1920s, however, the timber 

construction and materials suggest renovations may have occurred in the 1960’s-1970’s.  The 

building appears to be in good structural condition. 

The pavilion audit has assessed the pavilion as a Category 2: “good condition and well maintained 

with only minor compliance/ functional issues. The building appears to have some historical 

significance, which should be taken into consideration.ò   

 

Opportunities: 

¶ To realise the intended co-location relationship between the football / netball clubs, it is 

necessary to relocate the senior club to the JR Keegan Pavilion.  

¶ Removal of the Redman Pavilion as netball clubs’ facility needs will be met by the 

redevelopment of the JR Keegan Pavilion. 
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Tennis facilities 

The facility includes eight tennis courts across two separate enclosures: one of six courts, located 

adjacent to the clubhouse; and one of two courts, which are disconnected from the main tennis 

precinct located approximately 50 metres away. The facility also offers a clubhouse, informal car 

parking areas and a hit-up wall.  

The facility is home to the Sorrento Tennis Club, which was founded in 1910, in 2023 the club had 

210 members and averaged 30 – 60 juniors for coaching. The club utilise the facility most days for 

day or night (or both) competitions and social tennis. The six-court enclosure is regularly booked by 

the community for social play, especially during the summer. The two-court enclosure is used as an 

overflow venue, mainly during summer due to the demand on their six-court enclosure.  

Six Court Enclosure   

- The six court enclosure comprises six sand-filled artificial grass courts, perimeter fencing and 

flood lights. 

- The courts and associated infrastructure generally present well, and its overall condition is 

rated as fair.  A key issue is the poor drainage performance of all courts.  

- There are some minor non-compliant court dimensions for Courts 1, 3 & 6.  The court run-offs 

all meet standards. 

- The existing Cypress trees to the west of the facility obstruct view from Melbourne Road and 

create overshadowing issues.  

Opportunities: 

¶ The existing overall area of the six-court enclosure will allow all non-compliances to be 

eliminated at a time when the court surfaces need to be replaced. 

¶ Resurfacing of the courts will be determined by the Sports Capacity Plan Volume 3 and the 

Tennis Prioritisation Framework.  

¶ Removal of the Cypress trees on the Melbourne Road side of the courts will open view lines 

into the facility and reduce overshadowing. 

¶ Removal of the existing trees to the north will improve solar access to the courts.  

 

Two Court Enclosure 

- The two-court enclosure comprises two sand-filled artificial grass courts, perimeter fencing and 

no lighting.   

- The synthetic grass surface is in fair condition and the fencing is in average condition. 

- Some minor non-compliances with court dimensions and run-offs. 

Opportunities: 

¶ The existing overall area of the two-court enclosure will allow all non-compliances to be 

eliminated at a time when the court surfaces need to be replaced. 

¶ The two courts are located adjacent to the skate park and public areas and as such could be 

hired out to the general public.  

¶ The location of the two courts should be considered in future multi use options for community 

use, including pickleball and 5 aside soccer. 
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Tennis Pavilion 

The building appears to have been constructed in the 1960’s-1970’s and has recently received new 

colorbond cladding and internal refurbishments. 

Outside is a small communal space with seating and a practice hit-up wall. 

The pavilion audit has assessed the pavilion as a Category 3: fair condition – dated, not fit for 

purpose.  “The facility is old and has a reduced footprint in comparison to the draft Sports Facility 

Development Standards facility standards but is generally in good condition and well maintained. 

Given its vintage there are a number of functional deficiencies; in particular the lack of amenities 

areas and storage. Regulatory and DDA compliance upgrades are also required.” 

Opportunities: 

¶ Improvements to the accessibility of the pavilion amenities should be a priority with any future 
upgrades. Amenities to be provided for a District level Tennis facility as per the draft Sports 
Facility Development Standards. 

¶ Formalising of some carparking will increase available parking bays and meet DDA 
compliance.  
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Lawn Bowls 

The Sorrento Bowls Club was founded in 1934 and in 2023 had 74 full members and over 300 other 

participants. The club has three Saturday teams, and two Tuesday teams and includes twilight 

barefoot social bowls throughout the summer. 

Their facility is located at David MacFarlan Reserve and consists of two and a half bowling greens, a 

clubhouse and informal car parking area.  

The Greens  

The main green, located on the Hotham Road side of the clubrooms, is 37m x 37m which is just within 

the recommended dimensions of 37 - 40m.  The natural grass surface was replaced with a synthetic 

surface in 2020, mainly due to the ongoing challenges of maintaining the grass surface to an 

acceptable standard with the Monterey pines along the northern edge. 

Adjacent to the main green is a half-size green of approx. dimensions 37m x 21m, which is natural turf 

and is in good condition. 

A third green is located at the rear of the clubhouse.  It has dimensions of approx. 38m x 35m, less 

than the recommended length of 37m.  The surface of the green was in good condition at the time of 

inspection.  Floodlights were installed in 2020, the front one and a half greens are not floodlit. 

Other associated infrastructure, such as shelters and perimeter fencing are in good condition. 

Opportunities: 

¶ Resurface the third (rear) green to artificial grass. This will be the responsibility of the club 
under the lease agreement terms.  

 

 

Bowls Clubroom  

The building appears to have been constructed in the 1960’s-1970’s, and some minor refurbishments 

have occurred since this time.    

- The male and female change and amenities areas are in good condition given their age with 
no major damage or wear visible (Male 32m², Female 19m²).  

- There are two kitchens (26m² and 10m²), and both are in good condition and well  

- maintained, however, would benefit from an upgrade of appliances and fittings.  

- The social room is large at 180m² and is in good condition.  

 

The pavilion audit has assessed the pavilion as a Category 2: good condition – minor compliance/ 

functional issues.  “The facility is in good condition, and the structure provides a pleasant historical 

element to the reserve.ò 

Opportunities 

¶ Upgrade DDA access with a new formalised exterior social area to improve the condition and 
functionality of the facility 

¶ Formalising of sealed carparking will increase available parking bays and meet DDA 
compliance, include additional unsealed parking at rear of pavilion (Hurley rd) for overflow 
parking on football match days.  
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Community Facilities 

Sea Scouts Hall 

The Sorrento Sea Scouts were founded in 1926 

as of 2019 there are 80 members (32 boys, 48 girls) which comprises 15 Cubs, 24 Scouts, 27 

Venturers and 14 Rovers. 

The wooden component of the scout hall building was formerly the Sorrento Dance Hall, which was 

located in Sorrento Park.  The building was relocated to David MacFarlan Reserve in the 1950s and 

re-purposed into a scout hall.  It has recently received new colorbond cladding in the same style as 

the tennis clubroom.  The masonry component of the scout hall was added in the 1980s.   

The general condition and appearance of the building is good and includes the following key 

components: 

- A multipurpose space of approx. 90m² has a wooden floor, which is in excellent condition (re-

painted 2021). 

- The hall component contains separate male and female toilets, and one set of showers (x 2), 

however these facilities are not DDA compliant.  

- A small office and separate kitchen. 

- The brick extension is a two storey structure, with a multipurpose room/ store of approx. 50m² 

on the first floor and connected to the main hall by a small flight of stairs, and two stores on 

the ground floor with external access. 

There is no DDA compliant parking or access into the facility. 

The current fenced storage yard exceeds the lease boundary and encroaches into public open space. 

Access to this storage yard is from the south and east via an informal access track, further 

encroaching into the open space and posing a vehicle/pedestrian conflict risk for park users. 

An existing shipping container is located outside the lease boundary and encroaches on public open 

space, the container is visually obstructive and blocks passive surveillance of the facility.  

 

Opportunities: 

¶ Realignment of the fenced storage yard to the north of the hall will reduce the visual and 
physical impact on the public open space. 

¶ The remaining leased area of the scouts facility will remain unfenced.  
¶ Future building improvements should include DDA compliant access into the facility. 
¶ The areas south of the hall should include new access road and DDA accessible carparking.  



25 
 

Mornington Peninsula Shire- David MacFarlan Reserve Master Plan 2024 

 

 

 

 

 

Sorrento Community Centre  

The Sorrento Community Centre was constructed in 2003 and consists of community meeting 

spaces, an Early Learning Centre and a non-compliant one court basketball stadium.  

Sorrento Community Centre is an independent, not for profit organisation. It is staffed by a Centre 

Manager, receptionist and a team of early learning staff.  Volunteers also support day to day activities 

and programs. 

The Centre’s catchment extends beyond Sorrento and Portsea to other Southern Peninsula 

townships including Blairgowrie, Rye, Fingal, St Andrews Beach, Tootgarook and Capel Sound.  

The Early Learning Centre is at capacity with 22 places 5 days per week.  

The one court stadium is used by adult and junior clubs including basketball and pickleball  

Other spaces with high use during the week: Art Studio, Sewing Room, Computer Room, Meeting 

Room. 

The facility has had recent improvements undertaken by Council, however there are ongoing 

maintenance issues, particularly around drainage. 

 

Proposed future developments for the Centre are: 

- new public toilets with external access. 

- additional store to the north side of the stadium/ changeroom provision. 
 
 
 

Opportunities 

¶ Path connections should link the Community Centre forecourt areas with multi use courts. 

¶ The area to the northern side of the facility offers space for a more activated public realm, 

connecting from the multi use court through to the skate precinct and tennis courts.  
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CFA Competition Track 

The Sorrento CFA headquarters is located at the Sorrento Fire Station at 52 Kerferd Ave in Sorrento 

and in 2019 the unit had 33 members. 

Similar to the Scout Hall, the CFA Track was originally in Sorrento Park, and was relocated to David 

MacFarlan Reserve in the 1950s-60s. 

Until recently the Sorrento CFA utilised the competition track area for CFA team competitions. These 

events ceased around 2017. The track area is now used occasionally for training purposes such as 

being instructed on how to run and reel in hoses and how to use the different spray heads on the 

hoses.  

There is still a functioning pumping system at the track to provide water for the training sessions.  

The track is a severance to the reserve, being a linear strip of asphalt that is approximately 145 

meters in length by 10 metres wide and includes low fencing treatments that act as a visual and 

physical barrier.   

This underutilised infrastructure has a significant impact on the amenity and functionality of the 

reserve as a park.   

Opportunities  

¶ The space currently occupied by the track is a prime location for multi use and play space line 

marking. 

¶ Provide additional multi use area and community space that will continue to meet the core 

training requirements of the CFA. 
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Informal Open Space 

The following spaces are integral to creating the core central community precinct. This precinct also 

includes many interfaces and connecting spaces which are further depicted in the draft Concept Plan. 

 

Central Community Space 

The centre of the reserve is underutilised, unsafe and currently constrained by the visual and physical 

barrier created by the encroachment of the Scout Hall outdoor space and associated fences, the CFA 

training track, the vehicle access track around the oval and the general lack of safe and accessible 

connectivity for pedestrians. The space is conveniently located adjacent to the existing public toilets. 

The Sorrento township currently offers four playgrounds, three of which are located on or near the 

foreshore, therefore are not centrally located to service the residential Sorrento catchment.  

Opportunities: 

The central area of the Reserve is ideally suited to becoming a destination space for the Sorrento 

community.  

The location, surrounded by residential catchment, provides an opportunity to create a play hub that 

will appeal to local Sorrento families and groups of all ages and abilities, providing an 

alternative to the increasingly popular foreshore and Sorrento Park that attract visitors from 

beyond the Sorrento Community. 

The design of the play areas should also provide opportunities for multi use sport, passive recreation, 

outdoor classroom/play and learn programs for local schools, Sorrento Community Centre and 

Early Learning Centre.     
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Skate Park Precinct  

The existing skate park was opened in 2007 and is heavily used, particularly on weekends. It is 

designed for beginners to intermediate skaters and scooter riders. It is primarily a street style facility 

only, which limits the potential users and skill levels. 

The skate park does not include a dedicated scooter track. 

Opportunities: 

¶ The skate park should include a broad range of elements to target all skill levels and age 

groups. 

¶ A dedicated scooter/pump track will provide for junior age groups. 

¶ The inclusion of picnic facilities, seating and lighting will encourage families to use the space 

more and pride better security to the area in the evenings. 

¶ The publicly accessible toilet at the Community Centre will benefit the skate precinct users as 

well as general reserve users and passersby. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wetlands  

The wetland area is overgrown along its peripheral edges creating an uninviting space for viewing, 

walking around, or visiting. Unfortunately, this has led to its nickname of “the swamp” by the Reserve 

user groups. The overgrown vegetation creates surveillance issues through blocked view lines and 

dark overshadowed areas of paths.   

There are three distinct sections to the wetlands; the most western being low lying with full coverage 

of vegetation with little to no open water, and a central and eastern section both of which have areas 

of heavy vegetation and open water. Water from these wetlands is pumped out and utilised by the 

Sorrento Golf Club for irrigation.    

The area closest to the skate park was never formally planted out, the resultant vegetation is self-

sown, weedy, waterlogged and visually unpleasant. 

The wetlands create a physical barrier between the pedestrian connections to the commercial main 

street of Sorrento and the broader northern half of the reserve. 

 



29 
 

Mornington Peninsula Shire- David MacFarlan Reserve Master Plan 2024 

 

 

Opportunities: 

¶ Removing higher growing vegetation will open sightlines and improve safety for users. 

¶ Encourage people to walk around the wetlands rather than avoid, this can be achieved 
through removal of the heavily overgrown vegetation, formalising the edges and clearing 
vegetation away from paths. 

¶ Reviewing the filtration function of the wetlands to improve water quality and smell. 

¶ A new boardwalk/crossing through the centre of the wetland from north to south will provide 
direct pedestrian connections from the Sorrento Main Street to the multi use courts through to 
the play space and the oval beyond.  

¶ Existing pumping infrastructure should be visually improved. 
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Access and Movement 

Vehicle movement and parking 

Vehicle access to David MacFarlan Reserve is available via five points of entry which provide access 

to different facilities within the Reserve.   

The primary entry to the northern half of the reserve, and the oval, is off Hotham Road. A secondary 

entry to the oval is off the Old Melbourne Road, which also provides access to the playground. These 

two entries only have single access and provide major traffic management problems on game days.  

The other three entry points to the reserve are: 

- Old Melbourne Road to the Tennis Facility, Scout Hall and CFA training track.  

- Old Melbourne Road to the skate park, Community Centre and netball courts.  

- Hurley Street gives access to the south eastern part of the Reserve including the netball 
courts and Redman Pavilion. 

Vehicle movement/circulation and parking within the reserve, particularly around the oval generally 

occurs around each of the sporting and recreation facilities. The result is large areas of informal 

gravel and exposed earth parking areas, which are inefficient with regard to capacity, unsafe for users 

particularly pedestrians, unsightly and difficult to maintain. The public toilets and existing playground 

adjoin informal carparking areas, adding to the risk particularly for children using these facilities. 

Steep banks along the south-eastern edge of the oval are used for parking on match days, creating 

maintenance issues. 

Generally, the reserve is dominated by informal carparking areas, the result being these spaces are 

not fit for general public use due to wear and tear on the surfaces, they do not meet DDA access 

standards and lack other amenity such as landscaping and park infrastructure. 

Opportunities: 

¶ Formalised and sealed parking where suitable will provide more dedicated parking spaces and 

improve accessibility for all users. 

¶ That Hotham Rd will continue to act as the main entry point for public access and parking for 

the oval, however a new dual access entry further east closer to bowls club. This will provide 

better traffic management around the oval and include angle parking within the Hotham rd 

road reserve. 

¶ That the Melbourne Road entry to function as additional access and parking for new netball 

courts, and second exit on match days. 

¶ New Multiuse courts and RSL parking area to be sealed and formalised. 

¶ The CFA training area to be modified and the eastern end to become part of the new central 

public space and formal unsealed entry to the Scouts area. 

¶ All parking areas where possible should include pedestrian priority treatments and DDA 

accessibility including raised crossings, appropriately located accessible parking areas, 

appropriate wayfinding signage, pedestrian refuge points, waiting and drop off zones.  
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Pedestrian movement  

The reserve lacks any well connected and accessible path network. The existing paths are largely 

unsealed other than paths immediately relating to the pavilion entries. The unsealed paths are not 

DDA complaint. 

Unsealed paths can pose a maintenance issue particularly during winter months due to water pooling 

and erosion of the gravel surfaces. 

Paths around the wetlands have sections with poor site lines due to vegetation height. 

Seating opportunities along the paths are limited. 

Other than the Community Centre parking, there are limited accessible paths connecting parking 

areas to their associated facilities.  

Opportunities: 

¶ All key pedestrian desire lines and access should include sealed and accessible path 

connections, linking facilities, parking, and the broader surrounding path network. 

¶ A new sealed path promenade around the wetlands.  

¶ A major new pedestrian spine from the southern edge of the reserve, through the central public 

space via a boardwalk over the wetland, to the northern section of the reserve.  

¶ All carparks where appropriate to have accessible and comfortable paths or surfaces from 

parking bays to adjacent facility or open space. 

¶ Seating/rest spots at regular intervals along paths encourage people to walk more and stop to 

enjoy the space. 

¶ Wayfinding signage and pedestrian path lighting will improve the functionality and safety of the 

path network.  
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Environment 

The storm water pond and pumping station at the centre of the reserve are important functional 

features of the site. The pumping system can operate daily to remove excess groundwater and 

stormwater from the site. Some of this is pumped to a nearby dam at the Sorrento Golf Club where it 

is used for irrigation. Water surplus to their requirements is filtered through the wetlands and pumped 

directly to an outfall at Port Phillip Bay.  

The current conditions of predominantly permeable gravel parking areas, whilst somewhat beneficial 

from a sustainability perspective as they generate less surface temperature than sealed surfaces, 

help recharge groundwater and slow surface runoff, are difficult to maintain and limit the ability to 

strategically capture runoff and redirect to storage and ultimately reuse. 

There is a Vegetation Protection Overlay over the reserve, therefore tree controls apply and would 

need to be considered relation to any recommended tree removal.  

The Melbourne Road edge of the site has been planted with Norfolk Island Pines. These trees appear 

to be performing well and are the precedent for any other avenue planting to be undertaken along the 

boundaries of the reserve where space permits.  

Any future removal of the mature cypress trees along Hotham Road, due to decline, would require 

necessary approvals and should be replaced with Norfolk Island Pines as per the Melbourne Rd 

interface planting.  

A small number of existing semi-mature cypress trees exist on the western side of the tennis facilities. 

These trees block site lines from Melbourne Road and create a dark overshadowed outdoor space for 

the tennis pavilion.   

The wetland vegetation conditions are limited to overgrown edge planting. This generally consists of 

planted rush species and mid level shrubs and small trees. These shrubs and small tree species, 

particularly around the south-eastern edges of the wetland, create blind spots and surveillance issues. 

Other vegetation on the site includes sporadic trees and shrubs, in many locations these trees and 

shrubs block sightlines and provide limited functional shade for spectators/users.  

The Cypress Pine trees in the northwest near the roundabout are in poor condition and drop 

branches. 

The site is flood and fire prone.  
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Opportunities: 

¶ The more recent addition of Norfolk Island tree planting along the Melbourne Road frontage 

should be progressively extended around all frontages to create a consistent and iconic edge 

to the reserve.  

¶ Progressive removal of poor or damaged pine or cypress trees around the site will allow for 

new frontage planting of the Norfolk Island Pines.   

¶ New tree planting to all public open space areas will improve the biodiversity of the site, attract 

birdlife, provide visual interest, shade and comfort for users. 
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6 RECOMMENDATIONS  

Key recommendations developed through the masterplan process, with analysis of issues and 

opportunities and through stakeholder engagement are listed as follows. 

 

AFL/Cricket facilities 

The master plan recommends: 

¶ Upgrade the oval infrastructure to meet the Sports Facility Development Standards. 

¶ Reconfigure the AFL/Cricket player amenities within the JR Keegan Pavilion to meet the 

Facility Development Standards for a one oval District level AFL / Cricket Pavilion.  

¶ Reconfigure the netball player amenities within the JR Keegan Pavilion and expand the pavilion 

to meet the Facility Development Standards for a District level Netball Facility.  

¶ Improve functionality of social/community space to cater for functions such as corporate, 

fundraising and club events which will also meet the needs of Football, Netball and Cricket. 

¶ Create a uniform and accessible surface for pedestrians connecting the pavilion to the oval, 

parking, the proposed netball courts and general proposed viewing areas around the pavilion.  

¶ Remove external storage eg: cool room and shipping containers and create a discreet bin 

storage area. (once provided for within pavilion) 

¶ Remove the existing playspace and install a new junior playspace within the area adjacent to 

the pavilion.  

¶ Consolidate pavilion parking areas and access as per the masterplan.(Refer to Access and 

Movement) 

¶ Provide a range of viewing and seating options including a shelter for users of all ages and 

abilities. 

¶ Remove existing cricket nets and construct a new 4 lane practice net in area of the existing 

playspace. Area to include storage options and power bollard. 

 

Netball facilities and new multi-use courts 

The master plan recommends: 

¶ Construct 2 x new competition courts, including a warm up area behind the football/cricket 

pavilion. Courts to be constructed as per the Sports Facility Development Standard and to 

include lighting, netball storage and player/official shelters. 

¶ Remove the existing four courts and construct two new multi use courts central to the area. 

These courts to include new flood lighting and fencing. 

¶ Construct a new grass viewing embankment to the southern side of the proposed multi use 

courts. The embankment will alleviate the level issues with the existing topography whilst 

creating a great spot for viewing/sitting.  

¶ Relocate the Redman Pavilion. 

¶ Connect the multiuse courts, carparks and the Community Centre though an accessible and 

uniform path network. 

 

Bowls facilities 

The master plan recommends: 

¶ Any future renewal of pavilion to provide DDA access with a new formalised exterior social 
area to improve the condition and functionality of the facility. 

¶ Formalise sealed carparking to increase available parking bays and meet DDA compliance, 
including additional unsealed parking at rear of pavilion (Hurley rd) for overflow parking on 
football match days.  
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Tennis facilities 

The master plan recommends: 

¶ Remove existing cypress trees to the west of the courts and replace with appropriately spaced 

Norfolk Island Pines to match the remainder of the Melbourne Road frontage. 

¶ Formalise parking, to include some new accessible parking and DDA compliant access into the 

pavilion and deck area.   

¶ Any future renewal of the Pavilion, where practical, shall include amenities that meet Council’s 

facility standards and DDA requirements.   

Six Court Enclosure: 

¶ Future renewal works to include surface upgrade and realigning all line marking to compliant 

standards. 

¶ Remove existing trees to the north of the six courts.   

Two Court Enclosure: 

¶ Fences to be renewed. 

¶ Playing surfaces be cleaned and maintained on a regular basis. 

¶ Encourage community hire with the installation of a Book a Court System. 

¶ The site be considered for future multi use court options. 

 

CFA Competition Training Track 

The master plan recommends:    

¶ To modify and upgrade existing CFA Track to accommodate new space for training with a 

minimum area of 80m x 8m. Low fencing and access to hydrants required. 

¶  Provide multi use courts and community playspace line marking within this area while 

continuing to meet the core training requirements of the CFA. 

 

Scout facilities  

The master plan recommends: 

¶ Realignment of eastern side boundary to provide better access to storage area with new DDA 

compliant access to the pavilion.  

¶    Any future renewal of the hall is to include DDA compliant access and amenities. 

¶    The remaining leased area of the scout’s facility will remain unfenced.  

¶ The south of the hall should remain grassed area and to include formalised unsealed access 

road and DDA compliant carparking.  

 

 

Sorrento Community Centre  

The master plan recommends:  

¶ Future upgrades to the Centre align with the David MacFarlan Reserve Master Plan. 

¶ New toilet facilities as per the Master Plan. Detailed design completed, to integrate and function 

with the proposed expanded skate park, public lawn and footpath areas to the west and north 

of the stadium. 
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¶ Ensure any potential future design of the outdoor spaces and access, better integrate with the 

proposed public lawn and footpath areas to the north and to the proposed major pedestrian 

link to the east. 

¶ Provide additional wayfinding and building identification signage.  

 

Central Community Space  

The master plan recommends: 

¶ A new intergenerational playspace, zoned to cater to a broad age group from junior users to 

teenage and more senior years. 

¶ Multi use sport and passive recreation area. 

¶ A nature play zone, utilising wetlands as a play and educational tool. 

¶ Seating and shelter facilities including BBQ’s.   

¶ Tree planting and garden areas. 

¶ Accessible path connections through the site including to the existing public toilets and across 

the wetland via a proposed boardwalk. 

¶ Safe edge treatments to the wetland, this may include low fencing/rails incorporated into the 

boardwalks and wetland edge. 

¶ Revitalisation of the wetland vegetation and water quality to improve the overall amenity of the 

space. 

Skate precinct 

The master plan recommends:  

¶ A bowl/flow section and increased street skate area connecting to the existing facilities. 

¶ A new scooter/ pump track to the north of the existing facilities. 

¶ New shelter. 

¶ New seating nodes. 

¶ Lighting 

 

Wetlands  

The master plan recommends: 

¶ Safe edge treatments to the wetland, this may include low fencing/rails incorporated into the 

boardwalks and wetland edge. 

¶ Formalise the wetland edges, particularly the primary lake, with a mix of hard edge i.e. rock 

edges, and soft treatments i.e. formal low level planting. These edges will relate to the 

proposed public realm, with the most critical edges for hard treatments being those adjacent 

to proposed play areas to the northern side and active edges to the southern side of the 

wetland. 

¶ Revitalisation of the wetland vegetation and water quality to improve the overall amenity of the 

space. 

¶ The removal of dense mid-storey vegetation around the wetlands that extends higher than 1m. 

¶ Clearing and resetting of the wetlands including any necessary sludge or silt removal. 

¶ Construct a new boardwalk/crossing to provide a direct link through the entire site from the 

pedestrian connections south of the reserve through to the central public space and the 

northern sporting facilities. 

¶ Renew/improve the visual appearance of any pumping infrastructure, this could include artistic 

and or architectural treatments and screening.    
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Access and Movement  

Vehicle movement and parking 

The master plan recommends:   

¶ To rearrange the parking and access roads around the oval and football/cricket pavilion. The 

parking around the oval will be unsealed gravel and grassed areas to provide a number of 

parking options fronting the oval, a larger sealed carpark adjacent to the pavilion and another 

parking area adjacent to the Bowls club per the master plan. 

¶ Construct new entry to oval on Hotham rd per masterplan with dual access, to improve traffic 

management. 

¶ Angle parking on Hotham rd within the road reserve, as per Master Plan. 

¶ To remove the accessway linking to the rear of the JR Keegan Pavilion to allow for the 

proposed netball court and pedestrian and spectator areas. 

¶ Hurley street entry adjoining access to the multi use courts to be formalised including sealed 

parking area to service the courts and provide accessible parking for RSL . 

¶ All new car parking areas and reserve roads to include adequate vehicle barriers in the form of 

bollards, and chain and or natural barriers such as boulders to minimise the ability for 

unauthorised vehicles to access the passive open space areas. 

¶ All parking areas where possible to include pedestrian priority treatments and DDA accessibility 

including raised crossings, appropriately located accessible parking areas, appropriate 

wayfinding signage, pedestrian refuge points, waiting and drop off zones.  

¶ All parking areas to include best practice approach with regards to drainage and sustainability. 
 

 

Pedestrian Movement  

The master plan recommends:    

¶ A new footpath connection to follow Hurley Street alignment to connect George Street to the 

proposed path network within the reserve. 

¶ New perimeter path from new entry at Hotham rd to sports pavilion to provide safe, accessible 

access around the ground. Path shall be a minimum width of 2.0 metres. 

¶ A new sealed path promenade around the wetlands. Path shall be a minimum 2.0 metres in 

width. 

¶ A major new pedestrian spine from the southern edge of the reserve, through the central 

public space via a boardwalk over the wetland, to the northern section of the reserve. Path 

shall be a minimum 2.0 metres in width. 

¶ Accessible path connections through the proposed central public space, to the play areas, 

public toilet, carparks and broader site path connections.  

¶  Connecting paths linking the public areas to all sporting and community facilities.  

¶ Seating/rest spots at regular intervals along paths. Seats to be on concrete outstands and 

include back and arm rests with sufficient space for wheelchair or pram parking alongside. 

¶ Developing a new signage design strategy including wayfinding signage for the path network.  

¶ Developing a pedestrian path lighting design. This lighting should be designed to an 

appropriate pedestrian lighting category and with fittings and fixtures that complement the 

proposed public realm design.  
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Environment  

The master plan recommends:    

¶ New strategic tree planting around the wetland, where space permits, with medium sized native 

and indigenous trees that will provide clear views beneath the canopies.    

¶ To continue with the Norfolk Island tree planting for any new boundary tree planting to create a 

consistent and iconic edge to the reserve. 

¶ The removal of poor or damaged pine or cypress trees in the north-west corner of the site and 

the western side of the tennis facilities. These to be replaced with Norfolk Island Pines.  

¶ That required removal (due to poor or dangerous structure) of the Hotham Road Cypress trees 

are replaced with Norfolk Island Pines at a minimum install height of 2.5m. 

¶ The removal of trees to the north of the six tennis courts. 

¶ New shade and amenity tree planting to all public open space areas, including a mix of 

appropriate native and exotic tree species. These trees should be chosen for their superior 

environmental, visual, and shade characteristics.
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 8 IMPLEMENTATION 

Prioritisation of Proposed Projects at David MacFarlan Reserve  

Project Description 
Delivery 

Timeframe 

Cricket Training Nets High 

¶ Installation of 4 lane cricket practice nets, storage, power 
bollard and drinking fountain. 

        (1) 

Netball Projects High 

¶ 2 x competition netball courts including fencing, shelters and 
lighting situated behind the Football/cricket pavilion. Installation 
of protective fencing behind football goals.  

¶ Removal of existing Cypress trees along Hotham rd behind 
pavilion. 

 

        (2) 

Football/Cricket/Netball Pavilion High 

¶ Pavilion upgrade including services and player amenities for 
football, netball and cricket to meet the Sports Facility 
development standards. 

 

 

 

Scouts Facility  Medium 

¶ New Fence and access to storage area including eastern 
boundary realignment.  

 

New Central Community Space Medium 

¶ To include picnic tables, shelter, BBQ and landscaping 

¶ New playspace to include a combination nature play elements 
and adventure play elements 

¶ Construct waterplay/educational space  

 

 

 Playground  High 

¶ Construction of new playground adjacent to pavilion to replace 
existing. 

(6) 

CFA training area  Medium/Low 

¶ Repurpose CFA track to meet training requirements including 
improved surface for multi-use courts for community access. 
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Project Description 
Delivery 

Timeframe 

Road Network and Car Parking Projects  

¶ Planning and design of new entry and car parking for football 
reserve 

¶ Construction of new Hotham rd entry with dual access. 

¶ New formalised car parking on the northern side of the main 
football / cricket pavilion and next to bowling club. 

¶ New sealed and unsealed road with shared paths connecting 
to entries and facilities around the perimeter of the oval. 

High 

(3) 

¶ New DDA compliant carparking to tennis and scout pavilions. Low 

New rear overflow carparking to bowls Club Med 

¶ Construction of angle parking on Hotham Rd  
High 

(5) 

¶ New sealed carparking to the multi use courts next to RSL High 

(7) 
   

Planting and Wetland Projects  

¶ Removal of Cypress pine and planting along major frontages 
with semi advanced Norfolk Island Pines  

High 

(4) 

¶ Undertake tree planting within the reserve Low 

¶ Clean and revitalisation of wetlands including removal of 
overgrowth and reforming of edges and pathways. 

High 

Path Network Projects  

¶ Planning and design of new path network to connect sporting 
facilities to car parks and public areas, with improved 
connectivity from south to north and through to main street.  

High 

¶ Installation of new path network to include maintenance 
vehicle access where required 

Med 

¶ Design and installation of wayfinding signage  Low 

Other Projects  

¶ Design and Install pedestrian level lighting  Low 

¶ Design and install expanded skate precinct including pump 
track 

Low 

¶ Design and install new boardwalks to the wetlands Med 

¶ Construct grassy viewing embankment south of the proposed 
basketball/ muli use courts 

Low 

¶ 2x multi use courts to replace existing netball courts. Low 
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Appendix  

Appendix 1: Groups and People Consulted 

 

Council Project Group 

Name Position 

Davey Smith Executive Manager – Infrastructure Strategy & Climate Change 

Mark Stahel Team Leader - Sport & Recreation 

Jo-Anne Elvish Recreation Planner 

Scott Daniel Coordinator – Recreation & Open Space Planning 

 

Other Council Personnel Consulted 

Name Position 

Mark Newnham Contract Manager 

Kimily Clark Property Officer 

Bronwyn Gow Infrastructure Strategy Officer 

Greg Collins Team Leader – Property Operations 

Samantha Dalla Santa Contract Coordinator 

Matthew McQuinn Traffic and Road Safety Engineer 

Jayne Johnson Contract Coordinator 

Athanasios Karabatsas Project Manager Infrastructure 

Michael Scully Acting Team Leader – Infrastructure Planning 

Nadia Smith Senior Strategic Planner 

Nicole Fitzpatrick Project Officer – Open Space 

Paul McCulloch Operations Leader - Buildings 

Jayne Robinson Recreation Planning & Project Officer 

Christine Harrington Contract Facilitator – Buildings Maintenance 

 

David MacFarlan Reserve User Groups Consulted 

Name Organisation 

Steve Casper Sorrento Football Netball Club 

David Casper Sorrento Football Netball Club 

Anthony Ring Sorrento Football Netball Club 

Katy Watts Sorrento Football Netball Club 

Samantha Moffatt Sorrento Junior Football Club 

Tash Mathers Sorrento Junior Football Club 

Samantha Moffatt Sorrento Junior Football Club 

Jodie Carroll Sorrento Junior Netball Club 

Robbie Dunball Sorrento Cricket Club 

Patrick Carter Sorrento Tennis Club 

Gary Taylor Sorrento Tennis Club 

Alan Fincher Sorrento Bowls Club 

Andrew Croad Sorrento CFA 
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Michael Versteegen Sorrento CFA 

Michelle Croad Sorrento CFA 

David Burgess Sorrento Sea Scouts 

Paul Van Bergan Sorrento Sea Scouts 

Brian Stacey Sorrento Community Centre 

Greg Hilton Sorrento Community Centre 

Alicia Fox Gerner Sorrento Community Centre 

Heather Barton Sorrento Community Centre 

 

 

Project Consultant Team 

Name Organisation 

Luke Jenkins Director, Design Table (Project Lead) 

Ben Upston Director, Design Table 

Richard Simon Director, Simon Leisure  
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