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Temporary protection of the cliff toe  

DELWP commenced temporary emergency works to protect 

the base of the cliff at Mount Martha North on 30 July 2018. 

The works are progressing well, with over 60m of revetment 

constructed in the more constrainted southern end of the site. 

Works are expected to be completed mid-late September 

2018. 

 

Following a series of storms and persistent northly and north-

westerly winds in June and July, erosion on the beach was so 

severe that clay and bedrock were exposed. This resulted in 

an amendment to the design, because the geotextile sand 

tube could not be placed at the more southerly end as the 

sand would have washed away with the tides. This section 

has instead been constructed solely of rock and geotextile. It 

is possible that only rock will be encapstulated in the 

geotextile in the northerly section as well. Sand will still be 

trucked from north of Balcome Creek, and will be placed in 

front of the revetment to top up the beach and inhibit 

undermining of the toe.  

 

Emergency trimming of the cliff face was carried out in late 

August to safely remove areas where tension cracks were 

identified. These cracks were deemed at risk of collapse 

during placement of the rocks if not manually removed.  

Traditional Owner representatives were on site to inspect the 

removed material for cultural heritage values, but nothing of 

significance was identified. The works were completed under 

supervision of geotechnical engineers.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bathing Box owners are reminded that Mount Martha North 

beach is closed for safety reasons, and access to beach 

boxes to undertake repairs is not permitted whilst works are 

underway.  

Options assessment & detailed modelling for 

Mount Martha North beach 

DELWP has appointed Water Technology to undertake 

assessment and detailed modelling of the recommendations 

from its 2017 report. An analysis of the four engineering 

recommendations will assess the environmental, social, 

technical and cost of each option, to determine which are the 

most feasible to model in detail. Stakeholder input will be 

sought for this process.  

Further  Information 

To receive project updates, call DELWP on (03) 9210 9401 or 

email cass.philippou@delwp.vic.gov.au. 

For media enquiries relating to this project, contact Sally 

Bateman on 03 9210 9468 or 

sally.bateman@delwp.vic.gov.au 
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