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The 2014-15 Shire Budget 
continues to deliver on the 
goals and outcomes of the 

Shire Strategic Plan 2013-2017, 
focusing on the liveability of our 
towns and villages, the health and 
wellbeing of our residents, and 
maintaining and enhancing our 
natural and built environments.

In response to community 
expectations and priorities the 
2014-15 Shire Budget provides 
increased funding for infrastructure 

in sports pavilions, recreation 
facilities, play space, community 
buildings, public toilets, coastal 
and marine infrastructure and, 
importantly, streetscape and 
township beautification. 

Council is very conscious of the 
current challenging economic 
environment and while growth 
in our population is relatively 
modest, growth in demand for 
ratepayer services and infrastructure 
continues to increase.

As Council strives to respond to 
the needs and expectations of 
the community, noting that those 
expectations continue to rise, 
we are keen to do so with rate 
levels that are conservative and 
affordable. 

As a result of wide consultation 
with our community, Council is 
very confident this budget reflects 
the priorities identified by our 
community. 

More information on the 
Shire’s budget can be found 
on the Shire’s website: www.
mornpen.vic.gov.au/Budget

Antonella Celi,
Mayor
Mornington Peninsula Shire.

Shire Mayor Cr Antonella Celi with Meals on Wheels volunteer Graeme McKenzie. Meals on Wheels is part of the Shire’s Home and Community Care Program (HACC). This financial year the Shire’s HACC program will 
receive an additional $856K bringing the total program to $15M.
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Council and committee meetings are generally conducted on 
a Monday evening and rotated around the Shire. 

July 2014
7 July No scheduled meetings 

(second week of school holidays)

14 July 7pm Council Council’s Rosebud Office,  
Besgrove Street, Rosebud

21 July 5pm 
7.30pm

Special Purposes Committee 
Development Assessments 
Committee

Council’s Mornington 
Office, Queen Street, 
Mornington

28 July  
5pm–6pm 
 
6pm–7pm 
7pm

Community Council Meeting 
Briefings to the Community 
(TBC) 
Dinner with the Community* 
Council meeting

Flinders Civic Hall, 
54-56 Cook Street, 
Flinders

August 2014
4 August No scheduled meetings

11 August 7pm Council Council’s Rosebud Office, 
Besgrove Street, Rosebud

18 August 5pm Special Purposes Committee Council’s Mornington 
Office, Queen Street,  
Mornington

20 August 7pm Development Assessments 
Committee

Council’s Mornington 
Office, Queen Street,  
Mornington

25 August  
5pm–6pm 
 
6pm–7pm 
7pm

Community Council Meeting 
Briefings to the Community 
(TBC)  
Dinner with the Community* 
Council meeting

Rye Civic Hall, 
12 Napier Street, Rye

Meetings are open to the public 
except where matters of a confidential 
or ‘in-camera’ nature are discussed. 

The Council conducts community 
Council meetings monthly which 
commence with community briefings 
to the public, followed by dinner and 
the Council meeting. 

Agendas are available at all Shire 
Customer Service offices and 
branch libraries on the Wednesday 

prior to the meeting. Agendas and 
minutes of the meetings are also 
available on the Shire’s website at: 
www.mornpen.vic.gov.au

Please refer to the Shire website at  
www.mornpen.vic.gov.au for any 
changes to the Council meeting 
arrangements.

*RSVP essential, by Wednesday 
prior to the meeting, please call 
Christine Aslanadis on: 5950 1137.

Council & Committee Meetings
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THE RESIDENTS’ NEWSPAPER

DROMANA COMMUNITY DAY FOR 
CATCHMENT POLLUTION

‘Peninsula-Wide’ provides information 
about Shire services, activities and 
community events, and we welcome your 
suggestions.

Communications Unit  
Mornington Peninsula Shire  
Private Bag 1000,  
Rosebud, Vic 3939 
Tel: (03) 5950 1203 
Fax: (03) 5950 1430 
Email: penwide@mornpen.vic.gov.au 
Editor: Megan Pascoe

The information in this publication 
is of a general nature. The articles 
contained herein are not intended 
to provide a complete discussion on 
each subject and/or issues canvassed. 

Mornington Peninsula Shire does not accept liability for any statements 
or any opinion or for any errors or omissions contained herein.

Contacting the Shire
The Shire’s Customer Service Unit provides telephone hours from 8am until 
5.30pm each weekday, excluding public holidays, simply call 1300 850 600.

Outside of these hours, your call to 1300 850 600 will be taken by our after-
hours contact service. In an emergency, our key duty officers are available on 
a standby basis. The Shire’s Customer Service Centres are open from 8.30am 
to 5pm, Monday to Friday, excluding public holidays.

Locations 
Rosebud:  90 Besgrove St (Mel: 170 A4)
Mornington: 2 Queen St – Cnr Main St (Mel: 104 D10)
Hastings:  21 Marine Parade (Mel: 154 K11)
Somerville:  14 Edward Street (Mel: 107 E12)

Update your address book - the Shire’s new email address is  
customerservice@mornpen.vic.gov.au

1300 850 600 or 5950 1000
customerservice@mornpen.vic.gov.au
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T he 2014-15 Shire Budget continues to deliver on the goals and outcomes of the Shire Strategic Plan 2013-2017, focusing on the liveability of our towns and villages, the health and wellbeing of our residents, and maintaining and enhancing our natural and built environments.
In response to community expectations and priorities the 2014-15 Shire Budget provides increased funding for infrastructure 

in sports pavilions, recreation facilities, play space, community buildings, public toilets, coastal and marine infrastructure and, importantly, streetscape and township beautification. 
Council is very conscious of the current challenging economic environment and while growth in our population is relatively modest, growth in demand for ratepayer services and infrastructure continues to increase.

As Council strives to respond to the needs and expectations of the community, noting that those expectations continue to rise, we are keen to do so with rate levels that are conservative and affordable. 
As a result of wide consultation with our community, Council is very confident this budget reflects the priorities identified by our community. 

More information on the Shire’s budget can be found on the Shire’s website: www.mornpen.vic.gov.au/Budget
Antonella Celi,
Mayor
Mornington Peninsula Shire

Shire Mayor Cr Antonella Celi with Meals on Wheels volunteer Graeme McKenzie. Meals on Wheels is part of the Shire’s $15M Home and Community Care program (HACC). 
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Retirement of Red Hill Ward Councillor 
Frank Martin
Red Hill Ward Councillor Frank Martin 
announced his retirement in May after six years 
on Mornington Peninsula Shire Council.

Councillor Martin retired due to poor health.

Mornington Peninsula Shire Mayor Cr 
Celi said Cr Martin had made a significant 
contribution to both his ward and the 
broader Mornington Peninsula community 
during his time on Council.

“Frank has been a wonderful contributor to 
Council and a dedicated representative of his 
ward,” Cr Celi said.

“On behalf of my Council colleagues and the community, I thank him for his 
contribution and wish him a happy and healthy future.”

Cr Martin was elected to Red Hill Ward in 2008 and re-elected in 2012. He 
served as Mayor of the Shire in 2011/12.

A by-election will be held in August to fill the vacancy in the Red Hill 
Ward. Please visit the Shire’s website: www.mornpen.vic.gov.au for further 
information.

Dolphin Research Institute recently participated in a community 
engagement day to raise awareness about catchment pollution in 
our bays.

The event was run in partnership 
with Melbourne Water, Dolphin 
Research Institute and the Shire.

Shire Mayor, Cr Antonella Celi, is 
holding fishing line and baleen plates. 
Fishing line, a common pollutant in 
our bay, was found entangled around 
a dolphin calf which DRI rescued. 
Entanglement in discarded fishing 
line is a huge problem for our bay’s 
birds and mammals. Cr Celi is also 
holding baleen plates from a blue 
whale which was found stranded on 
Victoria’s west coast (whales have 
these in their mouth instead of teeth 
for filtering krill).
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National Youth Week
As part of National Youth Week (4-
13 April), the Shire’s Youth Services 
Team ran a short film competition 
where local young people 
submitted an original short film 
which raised awareness of bullying, 
resilience, seeking support/help or 
personal safety/self harm.

Harrison Byrne and Vashti 
Fegurson won for their entry – 
Hanging by A Thread. Jackie 

Rickard, from the Shire’s Youth 
Services Team said the theme of this 
year’s National Youth Week was 
‘Our Voice Our Impact’.

“The competition was open to 
young people aged between 10-
25 years and those involved in the 
project really embraced the topics 
and communicated a very strong 
message about seeking support and 
looking out for your mates through 

the medium of film”, she said.

Second prize went to In My Shoes 
by Drew Alsop, Bethany Shields, 
Justine Topp and Dino Vosjan and 
third went to Choices by Rachel 
Easton, Jossie Murphy, Isabelle 
Richardson, Daniel Porter, Marion 
Maraeana and Jordan Pyne.  
A selection of the short films are 
available on the Youth Services 
website www.mpys.com.au

PACE ON AIR

WW1 ANZAC Centenary – The First Shot Commemoration

B etween 2014 and 2018, 
Australians will commemorate 
the centenary of our nation’s 

involvement in World War One, 
including the heroic ANZAC landing 
at Gallipoli, the bloody battles in 
France and Belgium, the exploits of 
the Light Horse in Palestine, Naval 
commitments on the seven seas 
and other actions undertaken in 
numerous places far from home and 
away from family and friends.

Little known to most Australians, 
the very first shot in the British 
Empire in WW1 was fired here in 
Victoria, from Coastal Artillery Gun 
Emplacement No 6 at Fort Nepean, 
Portsea, on Wednesday 5 August 
1914, just 3 hours and 45 minutes 
after war was declared in London. 
The shot was fired in order to prevent 
the German merchant vessel SS Pfalz 
from escaping Port Phillip Bay to the 
open sea. The shot was successful – 
the Pfalz surrendered. 

Major Bernie Gaynor from the Royal 
Australian Artillery is part of the First 

Shot Committee that have researched 
and brought this commemorative 
event to fruition. 

Major Gaynor says this event plays a 
significant part in Australian history.

“Of all the hundreds of millions of 
rounds of all calibres that were fired 
over the next four long, hard, sad 
years by the member nations of the 
British Empire, in a war whose grim 
ferocity consumed and affected so 
very many Australian lives, the shot 
fired from Gun Emplacement No 6 
was the very first. 

“Under extreme pressure and in never 
before experienced circumstances, 
the start of World War, Australian 
gunners showed they were up to the 
task. They acted swiftly, professionally 
and decisively - they did exactly what 
was expected of them”.

To acknowledge the significance 
of this historic event, a special 
commemoration open to all 
Australians will be conducted at the 
Point Nepean National Park, Portsea. 

You are invited to attend The First 
Shot Commemoration at Point 
Nepean National Park, Portsea, on 
the 100th anniversary the first shot in 
the British Empire was fired.

When:  
Tuesday 5 August 2014,  
11am - 1pm

Where:  
Point Nepean National Park,  
end of Point Nepean Road, Portsea

Free entry – limited seating is available 
on a ‘first come, first served’ basis.

For more information visit:  
www.thefirstshot.com.au
The First Shot Committee includes the Sorrento-
Portsea RSL, Parks Victoria, the Mornington 
Peninsula Shire Council, the local Federal and 
State Members of Parliament (the Hon Greg Hunt 
MP and the Hon Martin Dixon MLA), and is 
supported by the Victorian Department of Premier 
and Cabinet and the Australian Defence Force. 
It will coincide with the opening of new visitor 
experiences at Fort Nepean that will enhance the 
telling of Point Nepean’s war time heritage stories 
and explain this unique episode in Australian 
history. The new visual and sound displays have 
been made possible by the Victorian Government, 
through Parks Victoria and Veterans’ Affairs. 

Council’s Peninsula Advisory 
Committee for Elders 
(PACE), a community-based 
committee instrumental in 
helping to shape the Shire’s 
new Positive Ageing Strategy, 
is working collaboratively 
on a project with Council’s 
Positive Ageing Officer, and 
local radio station 3RPP 
presenter, Dennis Gist. 

‘PACE ON AIR’, will produce 
a regular radio segment, during 
RPP’s Wednesday afternoon ‘Drive 
Time’. The segment will address key 
initiatives and priorities especially 
relevant to older people who live, 
work or play on the Mornington 
Peninsula. 

‘PACE ON AIR’ plans to broadcast 
interviews, discussion, research 
and information on local issues 
of interest that impact on the 
opportunities and challenges of 
ensuring local community services, 
events and infrastructure are 
friendly for people of all ages; 
especially older people. 

The issues canvassed will relate 
to Transport, Housing, Social 
Participation, Respect and Social 
Inclusion, Civic Participation and 
Employment Communication and 
information Community Support 
and Health Service, and Outdoor 
Spaces and Places.

These areas of discussion address 
the 8 actions of the Positive Ageing 
Strategy, A Community for All 
Ages. For more information about 
the Shire’s Positive Ageing Strategy 
or the WHO framework in creating 
age-friendly communities and cities: 
Contact the Shire’s Positive Ageing 
Officer: 1300 850 600.

For more information about PACE: 
email:pace.issues@gmail.com

Above: Shire Mayor Antonella Celi with Louise Bracy (Team Leader Point Nepean National Park) and Cerberus Ward Councillor David Garnock at Point Nepean.

Peninsula Advisory Committee for Elders 

Above: Jeanette Lane, Don Reeves, Evelyn Webster 
(All from PACE) and Dennis Gist (RPP) promoting 
the program.



4  |  BUILDING & PLANNING PENINSULAWIDE

Residents and ratepayers can now register to receive their 
rates notice by email.

This convenient and easy option ensures your rates notice is 
emailed to your email address – perfect for when you’re away 
from home and for electronic record keeping.

Residents and ratepayers can register now by simply scanning 
the QR code printed on the fourth instalment reminder notice.

For those who have paid in full, the QR code can be found on 
the 2014/2015 annual notice that will be received this August 
2014. 

Another way to register is to log on to: www.mornington.formsport.
com.au, click register then follow the instructions.

St Thomas More 
Primary School 
in Mount Eliza 
recently received 
$10,000 grant from 
the Department 
of Environment 
and Primary 
Industry to build an 
Environment Trail. 

T he trail was officially opened by 
Briars Ward Councillor Andrew 
Dixon in early June. The trail 

incorporates a series of bollards 
which feature an interactive audio 
experience for students. The trail 
is located in the area between the 
school buildings and Kackeraboite 
Creek.

Over many years St Thomas 
More Primary School has been 
supported by a partnership with 
SEEDS Bushland Restoration 
& Environmental Education to 
complete tree planting days as well 
as working to eradicate weeds along 
the creek boundary and the school.

Above: Briars Ward Councillor Andrew Dixon 
officially opens the Environment Trail at St Thomas 
More Primary School at Mount Eliza.

M ornington Peninsula Shire 
Mayor, Cr Antonella Celi, 
recently welcomed the 

finalisation and release of the state 
government’s new planning strategy 
for metropolitan Melbourne – Plan 
Melbourne. 

“The new Plan Melbourne is very 
positive for the Peninsula,” Cr Celi said.

“There is a firm commitment to the 
introduction of the Mornington 
Peninsula Planning Statement that 
recognises the distinct role and 
importance of the Peninsula to the 
whole of Melbourne.

“Council approved the draft 
Planning Statement, which expresses 
our community’s vision of the 
Peninsula being ‘near to, but not part 
of, Melbourne and its accelerating 
growth’, as reflected by community 
input during Council’s Plan 
Peninsula consultation program.

“The Peninsula plays a range of 
complementary roles in tourism, 

recreation, agriculture and 
manufacturing, but our community 
is clear that we are not ‘suburbia’.

“There is commitment to a 
permanent urban growth boundary, 
the further development of the Port 
of Hastings, support for protection 
of our high-quality agricultural land, 
and ensuring the environmental 
qualities of Western Port and Port 
Phillip are protected.

“Plan Melbourne emphasizes the 
primary role of local government in 
planning for local areas, including 
both neighbourhood centres and 
major activity centres on the 
Peninsula,” Cr Celi said. 

The main thrust of Plan Melbourne 
remains the same, being the need to 
coordinate population and housing 
growth with employment and 
transport planning. 

Plan Melbourne aims to see more of 
Melbourne’s future housing growth 
located in or near existing areas 

of high job concentrations and/
or future employment potential, 
referred to as National Employment 
Clusters, such as Dandenong, or 
metropolitan activity centres, such as 
Frankston. 

“Our residents love the Peninsula 
as it is, they support appropriate 
development and new opportunities, 
particularly for young people, but 
want to ensure the special look, feel 
and function of the Peninsula – the 
things that make us different from 
suburban Melbourne – are well 
protected. 

“Plan Melbourne is consistent with 
this position, and therefore this 
is a policy statement we can well 
support,” Cr Celi said.

Further details of the new Plan 
Melbourne are available on the 
Department of Planning, Transport 
and Local Infrastructure’s website 
via: http://www.planmelbourne.vic.
gov.au/Plan-Melbourne.

NATURE TRAIL

RATES PAYMENTS MADE EASIER

Plan Melbourne Good News for the Peninsula
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Recycling service expands

More items are now accepted 
for recycling through 
residents’ household 

recycling bins and new-look rubbish 
trucks have been rolled out across 
the Peninsula.

These improvements are part of the 
new Shire waste contracts that come 
into effect on July 1. 

Shire Mayor, Cr Antonella Celi said 
“Residents can now add pots and 
pans, rigid/solid plastic items, plastic 
kitchen ware, pot plant containers, 
plastic cups and plastic children’s 
toys to their recycle bin at home. 

“Increasing the range of items that 
are recycled through home recycling 
bins is an added service and 
convenience for households, and 
as these items are no longer going 
straight to landfill – it’s a win for the 
environment too,” she said.

New rubbish trucks and vehicles are 
part of the contract, and although 
collection days will remain the same, 

pick up times may differ.

“Your bin pick up day will remain 
the same, but there may be a change 
in collection time”, she said.

The Shire is reminding residents 
to place bins out for collection 
the night prior to collection day 
or before 6.00am on the day 
of collection to ensure bins are 
collected.

Improvements to the new collection 
vehicles include GPS which will 
help the Shire monitor and identify 
contaminated bins and provide 
information on when bins are 

collected. Cameras have also been 
included in the hopper of the truck 
to help determine when bins have 
been contaminated.

All these changes assist in reducing 
our waste to landfill.

For more information refer to:  
www.mornpen.vic.gov.au

T he Think Less Waste challenge 
is a FREE program for 
peninsula residents, providing 

practical tips and hints to inspire 
a reduction in the 30,000 tonnes 
of food waste, garden clippings, 
rubbish and recyclables we send to 
landfill each year.

This July residents are encouraged  
to go plastic bag free and join  
Plastic Free July Challenge.  
http://www.plasticfreejuly.org/ 

The average plastic bag is used 
for 5 minutes, yet can take up 
to 1,000 years to break down in 
the environment. Plastic bags are 
considered to be a ‘free’ commodity, 
but the cost to households is $10-
$15 per year, with the price ‘hidden’ 
in the cost of purchased goods.

Did you know you can recycle 
your leftover plastic bags simply by 
returning them to the supermarket?

Australians use more than 10 million 
plastic bags each day with only 3 per 
cent of these recycled

An audit of Peninsula household 
bins has shown that 4 per cent of the 

recycling bin contains plastic bags 
filled with recyclables.

Recyclables contained in plastic bags 
are considered a resource loss in the 
recycling stream.

Recycling must be placed loosely 
into your recycling bin. Recyclables 
in plastic bags cannot be recycled 
and will end up in landfill 

Tips to go plastic bag free 

•  Take your own containers for deli 
and butcher items

•  Buy fresh bread in paper bags or 
take a tea towel 

•  Buy fresh vegetables in reusable 
bags, paper bags or boxes 

•  Buy nuts, dried fruit, flour, 
legumes, coffee, rice, oats etc 
from bulk bins

•  Wrap sandwiches in a paper bags 
or reusable container 

If you’re interested in the Think 
Less Waste challenge or would like 
to know more, visit www.facebook.
com/ThinkLessWaste for more 
information.

Residents and ratepayers can dispose of any old television or computer 
FREE at any of the Shire’s Resource Recovery Centres.

The federal government introduced a National Television and Computer 
Product Stewardship Scheme in 2012. This scheme passes the responsibility 
for recycling these items back to the manufacturers.

The Shire is pleased to confirm that the scheme is operating at the Shire’s 
waste disposal facilities at Rye, Mornington and Tyabb.

Drop off televisions, computer 
equipment and computer 
monitors for free. To 
discourage large businesses 
and corporations from 
exploiting this service a limit 
of 15 items per drop applies.

In operation since late 2012 
the Shire has received more 
than 25,000 televisions.

DISPOSE OF YOUR TELEVISIONS & COMPUTERS FREE

All these changes assist in 
reducing our waste to landfill.

Mornington Peninsula Shire Mayor, Councillor Antonella Celi with a sample of items that can be recycled 
through household recycling bins as part of the Shire’s new waste contracts, which come into effect from July 1.

Think Less Waste - Plastic Free July
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PENINSULA SAFER SPEEDS

Adopt A Pet – 
Shire’s Community Animal Shelter teams up with Pet Rescue

E ach year hundreds of pets 
across Victoria are euthanised in 
pounds and shelters. 

The Shire’s Community Animal Shelter 
prides itself on working with more 
than 30 rescue groups and directly 
adopting animals out to the public and 
ensuring that as many of our unwanted 
pets as possible have the chance at 
finding their forever home.

The Shire’s Community Animal 
Shelter has now teamed up with 
pet re-homing organisation, Pet 
Rescue. Pets for adoption from the 
Shire’s Community Animal Shelter 
are listed on the Pet Rescue website: 
www.petrescue.com.au

Pet Rescue is a not-for-profit 
organisation who rely wholly on the 
kindness of pet lovers to help save lives.

Scott Morone the Shire’s Senior 
Ranger said the response from 
Pet Rescue has been outstanding. 
“We have been contacted by many 
interested pet owners about animals 

at the Community Animal Shelter 
and in only a few months we have 
successfully re-homed 16 dogs and 
19 cats. 

“The partnership with Pet Rescue 
has meant we are reaching interested 
pet owners living in metropolitan 
Melbourne and beyond and this has 
expanded the opportunities for the Shire 
to successfully re-home dogs and cats.

“We have even re-homed goats! 
More than 10 goats have gone to 
rescue sanctuaries such as Edgars 
Mission”, he said. 

The Shire’s Community Animal Shelter 
is also supported by many dedicated 
volunteers and rescue groups and 
without these rescue groups (and 
support from the public) these animals 
may not find a new home despite being 
happy and healthy.

The Shire encourages people who are 
thinking about purchasing a pet to 
approach a reputable rescue group. 
Animals adopted from reputable 

rescue groups are vet checked, 
de-sexed, vaccinated, wormed, 
temperament tested and micro-
chipped prior to being re-homed. This 
not only ensures you are adopting 
a healthy, suitable pet, but also cuts 
many expenses.

The Shire’s Community Animal Shelter 
promotes Responsible Pet Ownership 
and can provide a wide range of useful 
information and tips on how to keep 
your pet safe and happy.

The Shelter also accepts surrendered 
pets ($50 Surrender Fee) and will 
attempt to place them in a home or 
with a rescue group that suits them 
best after they have passed their 
assessment.

The Shelter is always looking for 
people to help walk our dogs and 
pat our cats. It is a very rewarding 
pastime. If you are looking to 
volunteer, please email the Shire 
with your expression of interest to 
customerservice@mornpen.vic.gov.au 

Above: Emma Beaton (Community Animal Shelter Officer) with ‘Toby’.

Peninsula SaferSpeeds trial 
– proves to be a success

M ornington Peninsula Shire 
was recently awarded the 
Victorian Government’s 

‘Towards Zero Safety Award’ for the 
Peninsula Safer Speeds Project. The 
award recognised the Shire’s Peninsula 
Safer Speeds Project as the best 
initiative to reduce road trauma under 
the Safe Speeds category.

The Shire’s Peninsula Safer Speeds 
project was a trial program which 
consisted of speed limit reductions 
on 15 local rural roads (100 km/h 
reduced to either 80 or 90 km/h 
speed limits) and the default 50 km/h 
reduced to a 40 km/h Area speed limit 
in a Rosebud residential area.

Doug Bradbrook, the Shire’s Traffic 
and Road Safety Engineer said the 
trial produced a number of positive 
outcomes. “Vehicle speeds were 
reduced and this has led to safer roads 
and a projected drop in injuries and 
fatalities.

“Residents reported feeling safer. 
This impacts much broader 
health and wellbeing benefits with 
residents utilizing their roads more 
for recreational activity such as 
cycling, walking, and a sense of 
community”, he said.

Shire Mayor, Cr Antonella Celi said 
“The trial has shown the community 
is in support of safer speeds to 
improve road safety. The community 
has made it clear that further safer 
speeds are wanted in other areas.

Above: Assistant Treasurer Gordon Rich-Phillips (second 
right) presents Shire CEO, Dr Michael Kennedy (third 
left) representatives from the Mornington Peninsula 
Shire with the award for Safe Speeds.

“We are now considering the next 
phase to implement safer speeds in 
further residential areas and on more 
local rural roads to continue to target 
high crash risk areas and reduce the 
incidence of road trauma” she said.

A final evaluation report by the 
Australian Road Research Board 
(ARRB Group) and the Monash 
University Accident Research Centre 
(MUARC) is now available on the 
Shire’s website: www.mornpen.vic.
gov.au/saferspeeds

The Shire’s 2014-15 Budget will 
see an additional $50K committed 
towards the next stage of the Safer 
Speeds Project.

On July 30, 2014, the Shire 
will host a forum to plan for 

the access and inclusion of older 
residents, mobility scooter users, 
people with mobility aids such as 
electric wheelchairs and walking 
frames, and mothers with prams.

This is an opportunity for 
passionate local residents from 
Somerville and other surrounding 
townships to participate in a 
conversation with Council to 

identify accessible footpaths and 
other important access features 
within the Township. 

Watson Ward Councillor Lynn 
Bowden said, “Outcomes from 
the forum will feed into the 
development of a ‘mobility map’ 
which will provide information on 
the safest paths of travel. The map 
will also detail information for use 
by people either living or visiting 
the township, such as the main 

shopping areas, accessible toilets, 
bus stops and scooter recharge 
points.

Mapping Accessible Footpaths 
Forum: Somerville
Date: Wednesday, 30 July 2014
Time: 10:30 am – 1:30 pm
Venue: St John’s Retirement 
Village. Entrance A. 45 Park Lane, 
Somerville (Opposite Somerville 
Rec. Reserve). 
Melways Reference Map 148, E2

Mapping Accessible Footpaths Forum: Somerville
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Libraries: $1.3M towards library 
books and materials at Hastings, 
Rosebud, Mornington and Somerville.

Drainage: The 10-year $30M Local Integrated Drainage Strategy 
will include works at Mount Eliza, Somers, Mornington, McCrae, 
Flinders, Portsea and Boneo; and an additional $700k for drainage 
infrastructure upgrades.

Tootgarook Wetlands 
Management Plan: $50K

MORNINGTON

MT ELIZA

SOMERVILLE

TYABB

HASTINGS

BITTERN

SORRENTO

TOOTGAROOK

ROSEBUD WEST

ROSEBUD

DROMANA

McCRAE

MT MARTHA

RED HILL
SOMERS

BALNARRING

FLINDERS

ST ANDREWS 
BEACH

RYE

PORTSEA

CRIB POINT

BONEO

Civic Reserve Mornington:  
completion of the $9.5M 
redevelopment.

Pavilion Strategy: $3M including upgrades at Fruitgrowers Reserve 
Somerville, Mount Martha Tennis Club, Mornington Netball Association 
Pavilion, Olympic Park Rosebud and Balnarring Football Club.

Mount Martha Life Saving Club:  
completion of the $2.1M re-building/upgrade. 

Refurbishment and upgrade of community 
buildings: with $1.7M allocated including 
Dromana Visitor Information Centre, Sorrento 
Community Centre, Bentons Square Preschool and 
the Animal Shelter.

Streetscapes: $1.5M including 
Mornington, Sorrento, Hastings 
and Rosebud. $320k for 
beautification and placemaking 
across the peninsula.

Footpaths: $956k for new footpaths and 
$1.2M for rehabilitation works. Including works 
at Bittern, Mount Eliza, Mount Martha, Rosebud 
West, Rosebud, Rye and Tootgarook.

Public Toilet Strategy: $1M 
including works at Rosebud West, 
Sorrento, Mount Eliza, Hastings, 
Somers and Balnarring.  

Recreational Master Plan 
Implementation: $1M including 
Tyabb, Crib Point, Mount Eliza, Portsea, 
Balnarring, Flinders and Red Hill.

Southern Peninsula Aquatic: 
$1.6M for detailed design  
and scoping.

Foreshore landscape master 
plans and works: $475k including 
Hastings, McCrae, Mornington and 
Rosebud.

Playground Strategy:  
$300k including Flinders and 
Red Hill

Skate and BMX Strategy:  
$270k including Mt Martha Skate Park 
and Red Hill Skate Park (Design).Netball Strategy:  

$200k Mornington Netball Courts.

Oval Rehabilitation:  
$135k including Emil Madsen Reserve 
Mount Eliza.

Sporting facilities lighting 
upgrades: $100k including Crib Point 
and Truemans Road reserves.

Tennis Strategy: $160k for works at 
Mount Martha, Somerville and Red Hill.
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Watson Ward Councillor Lynn Bowden at Somerville Fruitgrowers 
Reserve.

Briars Ward Councillor Anne Shaw at the site of the Mount Martha 
Lifesaving Club.

Nepean Ward Councillor Tim Rodgers with Carolyn Tucker and 
Nepean Ward Councillor Hugh Fraser at the Sorrento Community 
Centre which will be refurbished. 

Briars Ward Councillor Bev Colomb (third from left) with Shire 
Mayor Councillor Antonella Celi (third from right) at the Mornington 
Civic Reserve.

Western Port Chamber of Commerce representatives Angie Baker, 
David Nelli with Ceberus Ward Councillor David Garnock, Shire 
Officer Derek Rotter and Andrew Iredale (from Western Port Chamber 
of Commerce) at Alfred Street, Hastings.

Seawinds Ward Councillor Graham Pittock at the Dromana 
Visitor Centre which will be refurbished. 

2014-15 will see:

•  Completion of the $9.5 million Mornington 
Civic Reserve redevelopment, providing 
regional-standard tennis, gymnastics and table 
tennis facilities for the Mornington Peninsula.

•  Completion of the $2.1 million re-build/
upgrade of the Mount Martha Life Saving 
Club, providing a state-of-the-art facility 
jointly funded by the club, state government 
and the Shire. This project will be project-
managed by the Shire using its innovative 
Community Capital model.

The 2014-15 Capital Works Program is 
$32.78M (approximately 60% directed to 
renewal) plus Priority Works of $2.9M. 

Capital project highlights include:

Pavilion strategy doubled to $3M (Fruitgrowers 
Reserve Somerville, Mount Martha Tennis Club, 
Mornington Netball Association, Balnarring 
Football Ground)

Recreational Master Plan Implementation 
increased by 25% to $1M

Implementing Recreational Strategies: Soccer 
($150k); Skate and BMX ($270k); Equestrian 
and Mountain Bike Trails ($200k), Tennis 
($160k) and RideSafe ($300k)

Playground Strategy increased by $50k to $300k 

An $800k increase in funding (to $1M) will 
accelerate the upgrade of public amenity blocks 
in Tootgarook, Sorrento, Mount Eliza, Hastings 
and Balnarring

Streetscapes, beautification and placemaking 
$1.5M (Main St, Mornington $400k, Sorrento 
$145k for stage 2, Alfred St Hastings $350k 
for stage 2, and Rosebud $200k) and $320k for 
beautification and placemaking works at towns 
and villages across the peninsula

The ongoing refurbishment and upgrade of 
community buildings with $1.7M allocated 
(Dromana Visitor Info Centre, Sorrento 
Community Centre, Bentons Square Pre School, 

Mornington Community Animal Shelter)

$1.2M for footpath rehabilitation and $956k for 
new footpaths 

In addition to the 10-year, $30M Local 
Integrated Drainage Strategy, $700k has been 
allocated for drainage infrastructure upgrades

$200k for timber structures and $150k for jetties 
and boat ramps.

The Shire’s 2014-15 Budget was adopted in line 
with the Shire Strategic Plan.

The Shire Strategic Plan expresses the elected 
Council’s vision, goals and priorities for the 
Mornington Peninsula Shire (2013-2017), and 
includes strategic goals, outcomes and strategies 
that the Shire will implement to reach this 
vision. The eight strategic goals are listed in the 
following pages, along with highlights of the 
budget and initiatives. 

The 2014-15 Shire budget can be accessed via 
www.mornpen.vic.gov.au/Budget

The 2014–15 Shire Budget continues Council’s commitment to the progressive 
upgrading of the Shire’s sporting and recreational facilities, community facilities, 
coastal and marine infrastructure, as well as continuing and accelerating streetscape 
and township beautification.
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Liveable peninsula 
To be ‘near Melbourne, but not part 
of Melbourne’ (and its accelerating 
growth). To preserve the highly valued 
amenity of our natural and built 
environment.
•  New Mornington Peninsula Planning 

Statement

•  Green Wedge Management Plan 

•  Hastings Activity Centre Structure Plan

•  Heritage Review (Tootgarook-Portsea)

•  Port of Hastings 

•  Peninsula Open Space and Recreation Strategy

•  Town Centre Plans (Mount Eliza, Somerville, 
Baxter and Dromana)

Enhancing public places 
and spaces 
To enhance the look, feel and function 
of our townships, our open spaces and 
our infrastructure.
•  Footpaths: new $956k, refurbish $1.2M

•  $1M for Recreation Master Plans 
Implementation 

•  $1M for Public Toilet Strategy

•  $4M towards Safer Local Roads 

•  $1.5M for streetscapes, beautification and 
placemaking

•  $300k for playground projects 

•  Recreational strategies for Soccer ($150k), 
Skate and BMX ($270k), Tennis ($160k), 
Equestrian Mountain Bike Trails ($200k)Ride 
Safe Strategy $300k

Improving community 
facilities 
To ensure community facilities reflect 
the needs and expectations of our 
local communities.
•  Completion of the $9.5M Mornington Civic 

Reserve Redevelopment 

•  Completion of the $2.1M Mount Martha Life 
Saving Club (a joint project between the Club, 
state government and the Shire) including new 
public toilets

•  $3M for pavilion strategies 

•  $1.7M towards community buildings

•  $1.6M for detailed design and documentation 
for Southern Peninsula Aquatic 

Leading change on climate 
change 
To address flood and fire risk, to 
reduce our carbon footprint, water 
usage and waste across Council 
operations and in the wider 
community.

•  Continuing the 10-year $30M Local 
Integrated Drainage Strategy

•  $1.2M for drainage upgrades and erosion 
control

•  $1.9M for fire management program

•  $14.5M for Renewable Resource 
Management (climate change, water 
management, waste management, energy 
management)

•  $564k for management of closed landfills 

•  $60k towards storm water quality 
improvement programs

•  $100k for water conservation

•  $30k for biodiversity conservation/threat 
management

•  $50k for Tootgarook Wetland Management 
Plan 

•  $25k for support of ‘Friends’ Groups

•  Continued eco programs at Eco-Living Centre 
at the Briars 

Enhancing the coastal 
experience
To protect and enhance opportunities 
to enjoy the coastal experience.
• $475k for foreshore landscape master plans

•  $50k towards Bay Trail (missing links) 

•  $40k for Rye Foreshore Landscape Concept 
Plan

Shire Budget 2014–2015

Nepean Ward Councillor Tim Rodgers at Leonard Street, Rye where 
the footpath will be rehabilitated. 

Seawinds Wards Councillor David Gibb and Shire Officer Chris 
Lyne at the recently completed drainage works, The Eyrie in 
McCrae. This project formed part of the Shire’s Drainage Strategy 
- LIDS.

Briars Ward Councillor Andrew Dixon at Emil Madsen Reserve 
where a Long Term Recreation Master Plan will be developed for 
the Reserve. 
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Above: $50K Tootgarook Wetlands Management Program. As part of the preparation of the 
Tootgarook Wetland Management Plan and the ongoing management of the biodiversity values of the 
area there is a need to undertake ecological monitoring in relation to the area and its catchment.

 

•  $40k towards Foreshore Service and All Abilities Plan

•  $350k for amenity block improvement and vegetation works at 
foreshore camping 

•  $150k for repair and upgrade to jetties and boat ramps 

Healthy, safe and connected communities
To promote a culture of community harmony, wellbeing 
and a sense of safety and belonging.
•  $15M (an additional $856k) for Home and Community Care Program

•  Early childhood agenda, ‘Best Start’ for Early Years

•  Expanded youth services program

•  Positive Ageing Strategy

•  Disability Action Plan

•  Health and Wellbeing Plan

•  Triple A housing Policy

•  Traineeships for young people

•  Community Arts Project 

Supporting a sustainable economy
To foster an innovative business community and promote 
the peninsula’s agricultural and rural sector.
•  Best Bites

•  Careers and Jobs Expo

•  Frankston and Mornington Peninsula Excellence in Business 
Awards

•  Industry Workforce Development Programs

•  Bunyip Food Belt Advocacy 

•  Mornington Peninsula tourism marketing

•  Visitor Information Centre resourcing

•  Continue ‘MP Gourmet’ project

•  Shire traineeship programs: local government, conservation and land 
management, tourism

Innovative, responsive, value-for-money 
service delivery 
To optimise value for ratepayers through efficient, 
effective and innovative service delivery.
Below are some examples of Driving Responsiveness, Innovation and 
Productivity (DRIP) initiatives which will deliver benefits for ratepayers 
in 2014-15 in improved service delivery and/or improved value-for-
money.

•  The operational budget includes a further allocation for the expansion 
of the organisation’s use of GeoMedia Smart Client (GMSC), a 
software solution which streamlines the capture and analysis of asset 
data. GMSC creates significant efficiencies in the way in which ‘in-
field’ work is conducted, allowing us to significantly increase our work 
load/output with no increase in resourcing.

•  The introduction of mobile technology to enhance contract auditing 
and real-time monitoring of contract performance.

•  Continued increase in energy efficiency and water conservation 
across all Shire facilities to reduce demand and costs of energy and 
potable water. (A recent electricity procurement tender will generate 
savings of $1M over three years which will be utilised to fund further 
sustainability initiatives).

RATES IN COMPARISON
Shire rates will rise on average this year by 5.9%. The impact on 
individual properties will vary according to property revaluation, with 
some properties having increased in value, and others having decreased. 
Across the Shire’s total rate base, property value decreased by 1.26%. To 
deliver an overall increase in revenue of 5.9%, the rate in the dollar will 
increase to 0.21037.

On an ‘average rates and charges per assessment’ basis, the Shire will 
remain one of the lowest rating Councils in the State.

A municipal charge of $180 is applied to each property. Therefore, a 
standard residential property with a Capital Improved Value of $447,000 
will have rates as follows: $447,000 x 0.0021037 + $180 = $1,120.35. 

STATE GOVERNMENT FIRE SERVICES LEVY
This year, local councils must collect the Fire Services Property Levy on 
behalf of the state government.

There will be a flat $102 charge for residential properties and $205 
for other properties, as well as a charge based on the valuation of the 
property for all property types. Refer to the information with your 2014-
15 Rates Notice.



Reconciliation Week 
(May 27 – June 3) 
included a Welcome to  
Country and Smoking  
Ceremony at the 
Council meeting on 
May 27. 
This was performed by Boon 
Wurrung elder Dean Stewart 
and dance group, Djirri Djirri, 
performed a traditional dance.

Council adopted its commitment 
to reconciliation in 2008 and 
runs various activities to raise 
awareness of Aboriginal culture.
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MAYOR THANKS 
VOLUNTEERS 

World No Tobacco Day (Sat May 31)
A number of food businesses 

in Hastings and within 
Rosebud Plaza Shopping 

Centre chose to go ‘tobacco free’ 
in their outdoor dining areas in 
recognition of World No Tobacco 
Day on May 31st.

Each year on May 31st the World 
Health Organisation and partners 
recognise World No Tobacco 
Day, highlighting the health risks 
associated with tobacco use and 
advocating for effective policies to 
reduce tobacco consumption. 

Through Mornington Peninsula 
Shire’s Best Bites program, and 
with the support of Peninsula 
Health, Western Port Chamber of 
Commerce and Rosebud Plaza, 

businesses with outdoor dining 
areas were encouraged to make 
these areas ‘smoke free’ for World 
Tobacco Day. This work is part 
of a broader partnership for 
the prevention and cessation of 
tobacco.

Stands were also set up at 
Hastings Library and Rosebud 
Plaza Shopping Centre to display 
resources and information on 
quitting smoking and on the public 
health risks of tobacco.

Shire Mayor Councillor Antonella 
Celi congratulated businesses in 
both locations on their decision to 
go ‘smoke free’ for a day to mark 
World No Tobacco Day.

“It’s a move that encouraged raising 
awareness of the public health 
risks of tobacco,” she said. “It may 
also encourage more businesses 
to consider going smoke free 
permanently.” 

Cerberus Ward Councillor David 
Garnock added that ‘smoke 
free’ businesses could receive 
accreditation in the tobacco 
category of the Shire’s Best Bites 
food business accreditation 
program, and may also be eligible 
to join the Peninsula Health Smoke 
Free Charter. 

Further information is available 
from the Shire, Peninsula Health or 
from Quit Victoria.

Shire Mayor, Cr 
Antonella Celi, publicly 
thanked volunteers 
across the Peninsula by 
signing the Volunteering 
Victoria on-line Thank 
You Petition to mark 
National Volunteering 
Week in May.
In signing the Thank You Petition, 
on behalf of the Shire, Cr Celi 
acknowledges “the commitment 
of our volunteers who actively 
participate in community life through 
a variety of formal or informal 
volunteer roles. 

“Volunteers contribute in a 
powerful way to enhance individual 
and community connection and 
inclusiveness and promote health 
and wellbeing outcomes for our 
community. All volunteers should feel 
very proud of the good work they do 
and for their invaluable and ongoing 
contribution to our community”, said 
Cr Celi. 

Cr Celi joined community leaders 
from all parts of the Victorian 
community who signed the Petition to 
recognise and thank their volunteers, 
and said she was very proud to put 
her name to the register of community 
leaders who recognise the important 
role volunteers play in our community. 
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RECONCILIATION 
WEEK

Above: Angie Baker (Hastings Chamber of Commerce), Andrea Murphy (Peninsula Health), Peter O’Brien (Mornington Peninsula Shire), Hilda Richard (Local 
Trader – Sandwich King) and Cerberus Ward Councillor David Garnock in Hastings.
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O ur Library was pleased 
to take part in the State 
Library of Victoria’s High 

Road to Reading program in May. 
This initiative brought authors to 
public libraries across Victoria for 
readings, talks and workshops. The 
program was funded by the State 
Library of Victoria and delivered in 
partnership with Public Libraries 
Victoria Network and supported 
by a grant from Copyright Agency 
Limited.

The Peninsula was pleased to have 
several authors visit local libraries 
during May.

John Safran, award-winning 
documentary maker and radio 
broadcaster, visited Mornington 
Library for an ‘in conversation’ 
style presentation which was greatly 
received. Geoff Carson, the Shire’s 
Manager Libraries Arts and Culture 
interviewed John about his first 
book Murder in Mississippi, a true-
crime story about the murder of 
white supremacist Richard Barrett 
with whom John had previously 
crossed paths while filming John 
Safran’s Race Relations. 

At Rosebud library, Crime writer 
Andrew Rule visited an eager 
crowd. Andrew has written and 
co-written many books, including 
the Underbelly true-crime series 

and the Chopper series, which 
inspired the successful feature film. 
This event booked out within a day. 

Children’s Book Council of 
Australia award winner Scot 
Gardner held two ‘Write like 
a Wildthing’ workshops for 
local Year 9 students at Hastings 
Library. Scot’s workshop was 
aimed at strengthening students’ 
understanding and use of authentic 
detail in their writing.

Andrea Goldsmith visited 
Mornington Library as part of 
the Summer Read Author tour, 
presented by the State Library 
of Victoria. Andrea Goldsmith 
originally trained as a speech 
pathologist and was a pioneer in 
the development of communication 
aids for people unable to speak. 
The Memory Trap was published 
in 2013 and was included in this 
year’s Summer Read Booklist.

Residents and visitors can find 
books by Andrew Rule, Scot 
Gardner and Andrea Goldsmith 
as well as John Safran’s new book 
and documentaries on Our Library 
catalogue at www.ourlibrarycat.
mornpen.vic.gov.au.

For more information about what’s 
on at Our Library, visit us at  
www.ourlibrary.mornpen.vic.gov.au 

Above: John Riddle (President Mornington Information Centre), Shire Officer Chris Moysey-Barker,  
Briars Ward Cr Bev Colomb and Lisa Elliot (Manager Mornington Information Centre) at the  
Mornington Information Centre.

Library members help 
the local community
Swap Fines for Food Amnesty collects more than 
5,300 food items for people in need.

Our Library is currently celebrating 
the success of its ‘Swap Fines for 
Food Amnesty’ that ran during April 
and May. Not only did members 
return more than 1,500 overdue 
items, but they also donated 5,368 
non-perishable food items.

The Swap Fines for Food Amnesty 
initiative encouraged Our Library 
members to donate non-perishable 
food in exchange for overdue library 

fines. Library members simply 
presented their library card and 
donated an item of non-perishable 
food in payment for their overdue 
fines. These food items were 
distributed to local organisations to 
help those less fortunate within our 
community.

“The response to the Amnesty 
has been extraordinary and is a 
testament to the generosity and 
community spirit of our local 
people”, said Councillor Celi, 
Mayor, Mornington Peninsula Shire.

“We witnessed many acts of 
kindness, with members donating 
items even if they did not have 
any fines to be wiped, or donated 
much more than was required, said 
Antonella.

The food was collected and 
distributed by Western Port 
Community Support, Mornington 

community Information and Support 
Centre, and the Southern Peninsula 
Food for All. 

“The Amnesty has been a 
remarkable Shire initiative. We 
collected 1095 items for food parcels 
that helped support more than 50 
families and individuals during the 
four weeks,” said Diane Falconer, 
Secretary, Southern Peninsula Food 
for All.

John Riddle, President of 
Mornington Community 
Information and Support Centre said 
the donated food was distributed 
through the Mornington, Rosebud 
and Hastings Community Support 
Centres, “Our assessment of the 
donations given over this period 
equalled more than 3,300 items 
weighing approx 800kgs. This is the 
equivalent of $6,000 – a magnificent 
effort!” 

“We want to thank our library 
members and the general community 
for contributing to the Amnesty. 
It certainly won’t be our last. Of 
course, we also appreciate the return 
of our overdue items which lets 
other members share your favourite 
stories too,” said Cr Celi.

For more information on other 
activities at Our Library, visit  
www.ourlibrary.mornpen.vic.gov.au

Southern peninsula artists and creative cultural 
producers recently attended a Shire-hosted discussion 
on digital and social media communication.

Arts Talk 2: Connect, Talk, Plan focussed on the needs of artists and 
cultural producers to have a digital presence. 

Social Media strategist and PR communications specialist Andrea 
Rowe of Your Coastal Connection hosted the conversation where 
attendees discussed their social media and digital challenges and shared 
their successes with the group.

Jo Ridgeway, the Shire’s Southern Peninsula Arts Development Officer, 
said Arts Talk 2 was well-received 
and many attendees were keen 
for another workshop to follow. 
“Artists all want to further connect 
to audiences and ultimately make a 
living from their works, and being 
able to understand and navigate the 
digital world is essential to this”.

Feedback from the artists will now 
be used to further develop an action plan for professional development 
and mentoring, resource sharing and to build a sense of connection 
amongst artists and the wider community. For further information 
please email jo.ridgeway@mornpen.vic.gov.au or tel: 0488 337 253.

ARTS TALK 2: LET’S TALK DIGITAL

Best Selling Authors 
visit the Peninsula 

These food items were distributed to local organisations 
to help those less fortunate within our community.

Above right: Shire Manager Libraries, Arts & Culture Geoff Carson with Southern Peninsula 
Arts Development Officer Jo Ridgeway, Shire Mayor Antonella Celi and Andrea Rowe from 
Your Coastal Connection at the Arts Talk 2 workshop.
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Want a warmer house and 
lower energy bills?

Book a FREE consultation at the 
Eco Living Display Centre and find 
out how you can dramatically lower 
your energy bills by improving the 
efficiency of your home. Whether you 
are building from scratch, retrofitting 
an older home or just making a few 
small changes to improve your energy 
efficiency, you’ll benefit from this 
FREE consultation.

To book call the Shire on ph. 5950 1259.

Where are the ‘energy 
guzzlers’ in your home?

Find out which appliances are ‘energy 

guzzlers’ and where you are losing or 
gaining heat in your home using the 
Home Environment Kits available 
FREE for loan from Shire libraries.

The Infrared thermometer allows 
you to instantly test the temperature 
of surfaces in your home and will 
highlight where you are losing 
or gaining heat. The Power Mate 
Lite will tell you how much energy 
your appliances are using and 
running costs. The Energy Smart 
thermometer can measure the 
temperatures of your hot water, 
rooms, fridge and freezer. By setting 
these at the right temperature you 
can save energy and money.

BURNING OFF

Hastings Town Centre  
– Plans for a new look

T he Shire is asking for 
community feedback on the 
Draft Hastings Town Centre 

Structure Plan.

The town centres on the peninsula 
are increasingly important to the 
community as places to meet, enjoy 
and conduct business. 

The Shire is progressively making 
plans to build on the success of our 
centres and support them to offer a 
wider array of shops, services and 
employment. The Draft Hastings 
Town Centre Structure Plan aims to 
revitalise Hastings.

Town Centre Plans completed 
for Mornington and Rosebud are 
making our centres more enjoyable 
and attractive, with streetscape 
improvements, landscaping and 
improved traffic access and parking.

The main theme of the Draft 
Hastings Town Centre Plan is to keep 

the focus on High Street. High Street 
is the heart of Hastings and offers 
the best opportunities for the local 
community to meet, greet and enjoy 
the character of a ‘country town on 
the coast’.

An overall Streetscape Framework 
Plan for High Street is a priority 
action of the draft plan. Community 
input on High Street improvements 
is invited as part of the consultation 
process.

Please give your feedback and be 
part of Hastings’ future in a number 

of ways. Visit the Shire’s website or 
contact our Strategic Planning Unit 
on 5950 1928 for further details.

ENERGY EFFICIENT HOMES PROGRAM 

T he Declared Fire Danger 
Period ended in April. 
Residents are now required to 

check the Shire’s Open Air Burning 
Local Law before burning off.

It is important for residents to take 
extreme care when burning off. 
Burning off regulations apply to all 
residents and are based on the size 
of your property.

Under the Shire’s Open Air 
Burning Local Law, burning off is 
not permitted on a property less 
than 1500 square metres without 
a permit. You can check your 
eligibility to burn off at the ‘Fire and 
Emergency Management’ section of 
the Shire’s website.

Burn off safely by:

-  Giving notice to your neighbours 
that you are burning off.

-  Ensure the fire is supervised at all 
times.

-  Ensure you have sufficient fire 
protection equipment on site at 
all times.

-  Ensure the vegetation you are 
burning is dead and dry prior to 
lighting.

-  Establish a fire break of no less 
than three metres that is clear of 
all flammable materials.

-  Ensure the wind speed at the site 
of the fire does not exceed 20 
kilometres per hour.

-  Log your burn off to prevent 
unnecessary attendance by 
calling the CFA Information Line 
on 1800 668 511.

Residents who do not follow the 
Open Air Burning Local Law may 
be subject to penalties. 

For more information on burning off 
please visit the Shire’s website at www.
mornpen.vic.gov.au/Burning_Off

High Street is the heart of Hastings and offers the best 
opportunities for the local community to meet, greet and enjoy the 
character of a ‘country town on the coast’.
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M ornington Peninsula 
Shire Youth Services 
and Balnarring Village 

Common have commenced an 
exciting new program in Balnarring 
for young people – Rebound.

‘Rebound’ will be held monthly on 
Friday afternoons at the Balnarring 
Hall – the next session runs in July.

Rebound is a program that runs 
a different set of activities each 
week. These activities include 
performing art workshops and 
onstage performances, theatre sports 
‘photography’ style, carnival, billy 
cart making, and a Halloween 
costume party. Dinner is included at 
each session. 

Rebound is open to young people 
aged 10–14 years who live in 
Balnarring and surrounding areas. 
Come to one session, or come to 
them all.

Places are limited and registration 
for each session is essential. 

All activities are FREE of charge.

For more information about 
upcoming activities and dates or to 
register visit: www.mpys.com.au/
programs/rebound

Rebound at Balnarring
3.30 – 6.30pm
Balnarring Community Hall
3041 Frankston-Flinders Road
(Parents/guardians welcome to join 
for dinner at 6pm)

Ongoing dates:

Friday 25th July

Friday 29th August

Friday 19th September

Friday 31st October

For more information call youth 
services on: 5950 1666.

REBOUND

The new Volunteering Mornington Peninsula online 
Volunteer Opportunities Directory now makes it easier to 
find volunteering opportunities.
You can use the Directory to search for an organisation seeking volunteers by 
the type of service or activity, the location, and the type of volunteering role 
you are interested in. 

The updated volunteering pages on the Mornington Peninsula Shire website 
also have information about what is involved in being a volunteer, the rights 
and responsibilities of volunteers and other ways to find a volunteer role.

Visit www.mornpen.vic.gov.au/Volunteering_Directory or phone 1300 8506 
00 to find out more about volunteering.

THINKING OF VOLUNTEERING?

Protecting possum-damaged trees

M ornington Peninsula Shire 
in partnership with Mount 
Eliza Association for 

Environmental Care is taking steps to 
protect key trees in the Mount Eliza 
area from over-feeding by possums, 
as well as offering specially grown 
seedlings to residents who have lost 
trees due to possum damage.

Recent investigation of trees in Mount 
Eliza has identified cases of tree foliage 
damage caused by possum feeding.

The Shire has identified extensive 
possum feeding on indigenous tree 
species including Swamp Gum, 
Narrow-leaf Peppermint, Manna 
Gum and Snow Gum.

Mount Eliza Association for 
Environmental Care representative 
Des Berry said: “The treed 
environment around Mount Eliza 
is very important for fauna, but 
over-feeding on vulnerable trees can 
cause irreparable damage, and it is 
important to protect key specimens 
from possum over-browsing”.

The Shire is currently placing a 
band around the trunks of some key 
vulnerable trees, and pruning select 
branches to minimise damage to key 
street trees and some groups of trees 
in reserves. This program has proven 
to be very effective with many trees 
restored to health.

Briars Ward Councillor Bev Colomb 
said that the Shire’s installation of the 
guards on selected trees would prevent 
possum access, protecting those trees 
and providing damaged trees a chance 
to regenerate.

“To date the protected trees have 
responded and are in good health,” 
she said.

In addition to these protective 
measures the Shire Nursery has grown 

more than 4000 tree seedlings sourced 
from seed in Mount Eliza and Mount 
Martha.

The seedlings are Black Wattle, 
Blackwood, Black She-oak and 
Drooping She-oak which are 
indigenous to Mount Eliza and are 
less likely to be eaten by possums.

Briars Ward Councillor Anne Shaw 
extended her thanks to Shire officers, 
in particular Simon Thorning from the 
Natural Systems Team, and the team at 
MEAFEC for their work on this project. 

In partnership, Mount Eliza 
Association for Environmental Care 
Inc and the Shire are offering the 
seedlings free to residents who have 
lost trees in the Mount Eliza area.

Briars Ward Councillor Andrew 
Dixon said the program is something 
the Mount Eliza environmental 
organisation has been looking 
forward to. 

Des Berry said, “We are encouraging 
residents to take up the free tree offer 
and protect trees on their property. 
Possums have an abundance of 
vegetation on which to feed, and this 
program aims to protect individual 
trees, while offering residents an 
alternative tree to plant as habitat for 
native animals.” 

Mount Eliza Association for 
Environmental Care and the Shire 
are also happy to provide advice on 
protecting trees, but advise that the 
best way to obtain detailed advice 
on the health of particular trees is to 
consult an arborist.

If your trees have been affected by 
possums and you would like a free 
seedling, please visit the Shire Nursery 
at The Briars, Nepean Highway 
Mount Martha. More info: 5974 
8417.
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At the Mornington Peninsula Regional Gallery

Lynley Dodd: A Retrospective
1 August – 14 September 2014

Lynley Dodd’s name is synonymous 
with her creation, the unkempt 
dog, Hairy Maclary. The result of a 
small sketch of a scraggly pooch she 
encountered in 1979, Dodd penned 
a few lines underneath the drawing 
and Hairy Maclary was born. Over 
five million books of the little dog’s 
story have been sold worldwide 
and it has been translated into 
several languages making him an 
international character. 

Lynley Dodd: A Retrospective 
showcases 59 original sketches and 
drawings from Dodd’s popular 
children’s books, including the Hairy 
Maclary series, the Schnitzel Von 
Krumm series, Slinky Malinki and 
Scarface Claw. This is the first exhibition 
to celebrate the works of the famous 
writer and illustrator and Mornington 
Peninsula Regional Gallery is proud to 
be the only Victorian venue to host this 
magical exhibition.

Community Day at the Gallery!
Sunday 3 August, 10am-4pm

Help Hairy Maclary and Friends 
sniff out the answers to our treasure 

hunt, visit our animal nursery, 
catch your breath during the book 
readings, enter your doggie in the 
pet parade and enjoy the Flying 
Bookworm Theatre Company’s 
entertaining shows! Take a tour of 
the exhibition and don’t miss the 
opportunity to have your favourite 
Hairy Maclary book signed by 
Dame Lynley Dodd herself! 

Above: Original artwork, Lynley Dodd, 1985. 

Visit the gallery’s website for full program: 
www.mprg.mornpen.vic.gov.au

Also on display from 1 August – 21 
September: 

Stars in the river: The prints by 
Jessie Triall and Across the water - 
Marco Luccio
Below: © & ™ Hairy Maclary and Friends,  
Lynley Dodd, 2012.  
Reproduced courtesy of Penguin Group (NZ) and 
the artist

The 2014 Hinterland Scarecrow Trail  
is now open for entries. There are  
four categories including sustainability, 
 family, people’s choice and the 
overall winner. Prizes include $250 
cash, the famous scarecrow trophy 
and other local goodies up for grabs.

 Artists, community groups, schools 
and families are invited to enter their 
own unique scarecrow creations 
and be part of a touring trail of 
environmentally friendly farmyard art.

The Hinterland Scarecrow Festival 
offers a broad interpretation of ‘the

Scarecrow’ with many of the 

Scarecrows taking the form of 
animated sculpture or unusual farm-
yard characters. They often tell a 
story and reflect the artistic leanings 
of a diverse and eclectic community 
on the Mornington Peninsula. The 
theme this year is ‘Mother Nature’. 

The Scarecrows will be on display for 
all to enjoy these September holidays. 
Simply pick up a touring trail map or 
visit www. scarecrowfestival.org.au 
to see the route and entries. 

If you’d like to get involved, enter 
by Friday August 15. If you  
would like more information visit:  
www.scarecrowfestival.com.au

2014 HINTERLAND SCARECROW TRAIL
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SPORTING GROUP GET 
TOGETHER
Thursday 17 July 2014 at 7pm
Shire Offices 
2 Queen Street, Mornington

Members of the sporting groups 
around Briars Ward are invited to 
come along and share the news of 
their clubs’ activities and sporting 
happenings. Come and enjoy a light 
supper, discuss your club’s future 
with your councillors, hear about 
important updates and collaborate 
with fellow sporting members. 

And…

BRIARS WARD MEETING
Wednesday 6 August 2014 at 6.30pm 
Mount Martha House 
Cnr Dominion Rd & Esplanade, 
Mount Martha
All are welcome to come along 
and hear about what’s happening 
in Mount Martha and around 
Briars, share some supper with like-
minded community members, hear 
from selected guest speakers about 
meaningful projects and have your 
say about Briars Ward. 

Come and meet the ‘other’ 
Greg Hunt ...
Greg Hunt (often mistaken for 
the Hon. Greg Hunt, MP), is the 
Executive Officer of the South East 
Councils Climate Change Alliance 
(SECCCA). Mornington Peninsula 
Shire is a founding member of 
SECCCA and has been actively 
contributing to its programs for 
more than 10 years.

Seawinds Councillors Celi and Gibb 
would like to invite all interested 
residents to come and hear an 
update from Greg on what SECCCA 
is doing to help the community 
mitigate and adapt to the potential 

impacts of climate change. At the 
forum residents will also have an 
opportunity to talk to Shire staff 
about how the Shire is responding 
to the risks and opportunities 
associated with climate change at the 
local level.

Tuesday 12 August 2014
6.30pm – 8.00pm
Mornington Peninsula Shire,  
90 Besgrove St, Rosebud 
RSVP: Councillor Support on 
councillor.support@mornpen.vic.gov.
au or 5950 1428 by Friday 1 August.

Briars Ward Councillors are Hosting 
Two Exciting Events!
Cr Anne Shaw, Cr Bev Colomb and Cr Andrew Dixon are 
pleased to be hosting two events in July and August.

AUGUST

SEPTEMBER

JULY

MORNINGTON BAY RUN 
Mornington Park, Mornington,  
8am 

WINTER FAMILY FUN DAY 
Balnarring Community Hall, 
10am-6pm 

PENINSULA QUILTERS & PATCHWORKERS QUILT IN 
Peninsula Community Theatre, Mornington 
10am–4pm

THE FIRST SHOT – COMMEMORATIVE EVENT 
Point Nepean National Park, Portsea 
11am–1.30pm

SOMERS WINTER MARKET 
Coolart Homestead & Wetlands, Somers  
10am–3pm

DISABILITY RESPITE & RECREATION EXPO 
Peninsula Community Theatre, Mornington 
10am–2pm

PENINSULA MUSIC SOCIETY PRESENTS:  
BURSARY WINNERS CONCERT 
Peninsula Community Theatre, Mornington  
7.30pm–10.30pm

BUMBLE BEE BABY & CHILDRENS MARKET 
Peninsula Community Theatre, Mornington  
9am–12pm

DEVILBEND FUN RUN 
Devilbend Natural Features Reserve, Tuerong 
9am

LOVED IT MARKET 
Peninsula Community Theatre, Mornington 
9.30am–1.30pm

THE LIGHT WORKERS WAY PSYCHIC & WELLBEING  
FESTIVAL 
Mount Eliza Community Hall, Mount Eliza 
10am–4.30pm

MORNINGTON POLICE SENIOR COMMUNITY REGISTER 
CONCERT 
Peninsula Community Theatre, Mornington 
2pm–5pm

FRANKSTON & SOUTH EASTERN WINE SHOW 
The Briars, Mount Martha 
9am–4pm

RED HILL SPRING GARDEN FESTIVAL:  
GROW FOR LIFE 
Red Hill Recreation Reserve, Red Hill 
9am–3pm

PENINSULA MUSIC SOCIETY PRESENTS:  
MELBOURNE CHAMBER ORCHESTRA 
Peninsula Community Theatre, Mornington 
7.30pm–10.30pm
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Information is correct at time of printing. For up to date information on these events and more – please refer to the website www.mornpen.vic.gov.au/events

T he Frankston and Mornington 
Peninsula Excellence in 
Business Awards seek to 

recognise the important role the 
business community plays in the 
quality of life in the municipalities 
of Frankston City and Mornington 
Peninsula Shire.

The awards encourage innovation, 

business excellence, continual 
improvement and good corporate 
citizenship amongst businesses. 

Any business operating within 
the municipalities of Frankston 
City or Mornington Peninsula 
Shire is eligible to enter. Whatever 
the business size, this is a great 
opportunity for outstanding 

businesses to gain the recognition 
they deserve. 

For details on how to enter, visit 
www.mpbusiness.com.au. All 
winners will be announced at the 
Awards Ceremony to be held on 
Tuesday 14 October 2014 at the 
Frankston Arts Centre.

For further information contact Bianca 
Lord at business@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Frankston & Mornington Peninsula Excellence in Business Awards 2014 


