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YOUR COUNCILLORS

BRIARS WARD 
Cr Bev Colomb (Mayor) Ph: 5950 1428  
Email: councillor.support@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Cr Andrew Dixon  Ph: 9775 4860   
Email: andrew.dixon@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Cr Anne Shaw  Ph: 0409 514 238   
Email: anne.shaw@mornpen.vic.gov.au

SEAWINDS WARD  
Cr Antonella Celi  Ph: 5981 4604   
Email: antonella.celi@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Cr David Gibb  Ph: 5981 0906   
Email: gibb@mpsc.vic.gov.au

Cr Graham Pittock  Ph: 0408 332 197   
Email: graham.pittock@mornpen.vic.gov.au

CERBERUS WARD  
Cr David Garnock  Ph: 9775 4927   
Email: david.garnock@mornpen.vic.gov.au

NEPEAN WARD 
Cr Hugh Fraser  Ph: 5985 7203   
Email: hugh.fraser@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Cr Tim Rodgers  Ph: 0417 585 142   
Email: tim.rodgers@mornpen.vic.gov.au

RED HILL WARD  
Cr Tim Wood Ph: 0418 983 564  
Email: tim.wood@mornpen.vic.gov.au

WATSON WARD  
Cr Lynn Bowden  Ph: 5977 9530  
Email: lynn.bowden@mornpen.vic.gov.au 

RATES REMINDER
Have you paid your rates and Fire Services Levy? Payment 

of rates is due in full no later than 15 February, 2015. If 
you are paying by instalment, your third instalment is due no 

later than 28 February, 2015.
For further information, please contact Shire Customer 

Service on 5950 1000 and ask for the Rates Department.

CONTACTING THE SHIRE 
The Shire’s Customer Service Unit provides telephone hours from  
8am until 6pm each weekday, excluding public holidays, simply  
call 1300 850 600. 
Outside of these hours, your call to 1300 850 600 will be taken  
by our after-hours contact service. In an emergency, our key  
duty officers are available on a standby basis. The Shire’s  
Customer Service Centres are open from 8.30am to 5pm,  
Monday to Friday, excluding public holidays.

The Shire customer service centres will close at 3.30pm on  
Christmas Eve and 4pm on New Year’s Eve. The Somerville  
Customer Service office will be closed from Monday 15  
December, 2014 and will reopen on 5 January, 2015. 

LOCATIONS
Rosebud: 
90 Besgrove St (Mel: 170 A4)
Mornington:  
2 Queen St – Cnr Main St  
(Mel: 104 D10)

Hastings:  
21 Marine Parade  
(Mel: 154 K11)
Somerville:  
14 Edward St  
(Mel: 107 E12)

THE RESIDENTS’  
MAGAZINE 

‘Peninsula-Wide’ provides information 
about Shire services, activities and 

community events, and we welcome 
your suggestions.

Communications Unit  
Mornington Peninsula Shire  
Private Bag 1000, Rosebud, Vic 3939
Tel: (03) 5950 1203
Fax: (03) 5950 1430
Email: penwide@mornpen.vic.gov.au
Editor: Megan Pascoe

The information in this publication is of a general nature. The articles contained 
herein are not intended to provide a complete discussion on each subject and/
or issues canvassed. Mornington Peninsula Shire does not accept liability for any 
statements or any opinion or for any errors or omissions contained herein.

Cover: Australia Day Celebrations. Photo: Lucas Dawson
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OUR SHIRE

COUNCIL & COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Council & Committee meetings will commence again at the 

end of January 2015. For details, please visit the Shire’s website 
in January or call Shire Customer Service. 



WESTERN PORT FESTIVAL
The 46th Western Port Festival 
will be held on the Hastings 
Foreshore 20-22 February, 
2015.

Commemorating 100 Years of 
ANZAC, the Festival features 
amazing displays including, 
the famous Street Parade, 
Wood Chopping Competition, 
Fireworks Display, Art & Craft 

Show, Australian Scooter 
Championship, Model Aircraft 
Airshow, Mini Motorbike Stunts, 
Classic Car Show, Miss Western 
Port Pageant, Water Ski Display 
Team plus heaps more! 

There will be live music ALL 
WEEKEND, many amusement 
rides for adults and children, 
free children’s activities, not to 

mention many of our  
favourite community, food  
and market gift stalls. 

Make sure you don’t  
miss this alcohol–free,  
family friendly event, run  
by the community for the  
community. For further details  
or to get involved, please visit 
www.westernportfestival.org.au

OUR SHIRE
PAGE 3

WWW.MORNPEN.VIC.GOV.AU

“With the skills 
and experience we 
have around this 
table of elected 
representatives 
the work we 
have started 
recently will 
continue on to 
fruition.” 

NEW MAYOR

Councillor Bev Colomb was 
elected Mayor of Mornington 
Peninsula Shire at the  
Annual Council meeting,  
10 November 2014. 

In her acceptance speech 
the Briars Ward Councillor 
thanked her colleagues for 
their vote.

“I’m confident that as a team 
we will be able to rise to the 
challenges and opportunities 
the next twelve months bring. 
The passion and energy is 
here to serve our community 
on the peninsula well.

“We have an opportunity to 
look at everything freshly. 

I know already we are deeply 
committed to reviewing our 
services and this process 
will involve our residents 
and all our officers. We are 
entering an exciting stage of 
this Council’s development. 
I make my own commitment 
to facilitate a transparent 
and inclusive process.

“I thank Cr Antonella Celi 
for steering us through to 
this stage. And now I look 
forward to working with all 
of you, community leaders, 
Councillors, officers, and 
all levels of government to 
provide an environment that  
allows protection of  

all that we hold  
important  and also  
gives us best practice  
to ensure the health  
and wellbeing of the 
peninsula for many  
years to come.

Councillor Colomb  
can be reached via: 
councillor.support@ 
morpen.vic.gov.au  
or tel: 5950 1428.

Councillor Colomb will be  
producing a regular update  
on Council news, activities  
and announcements. Visit 
www.mornpen.vic.gov.au/news  
to keep up to date. 

welcome
Back Row – Cr Andrew Dixon, Cr David Garnock, Cr Tim Rodgers, Cr Graham Pittock, Cr Hugh Fraser, Cr Tim Wood, Cr David Gibb
Front Row – Cr Anne Shaw, Cr Bev Colomb (Mayor), Cr Antonella Celi, Cr Lynn Bowden. 



RESEARCH INSTITUTE

PENINSULAWIDE SUMMER 2014

For the first time, international players from 
across the globe will head to the peninsula to 
compete in a new event to be staged at the 
Mornington Tennis Centre (Mornington Civic 
Reserve) from March 22 to April 5, 2015 as  
part of the Shire’s inaugural Festival of Tennis.
Tennis Australia’s 2015 Pro Tour series will provide residents and 
visitors the opportunity to watch international tennis players compete 
for valuable world ranking points and prizemoney. It is anticipated 
that many of the young players from the Australian Open will take 
the chance to gain experience for the clay court season.

Shane Murphy, the Shire’s Manager for Economic Development 
said the Shire is excited to become part of the Tour. “This will  
bring a boost in Tourism to the area and will utilise the newly 
completed Tennis Courts at Mornington Civic Reserve.”

Residents are encouraged to visit the Shire’s website in 
February to find out about match times, volunteering 
opportunities and other activities as part of the Festival.

The Shire is holding an opening for the Civic Reserve 
Recreation Centre, Mornington on March 14, 2015.  
More details to come via Peninsula-Wide and the  

tennisFESTIVAL OF

LEISURE
PAGE 4

The Shire’s Arts & Culture team have 
been busy across 2014 with a lot of 
initiatives aimed at nurturing and 
promoting a ‘Creative Peninsula’.

Left: Printmaker Sharron Okines’ work on display in the Foyer Exhibition Space @ 
Mornington Library, April 2014.

The artsblog www.
artsonthepeninsula.com.au  
promotes a rich tapestry from 
theatre auditions, productions 
and reviews, classical music 
performances, street art 
projects, artisans trails and 
exhibitions, markets and school 
fairs, creative workshops, 
poetry readings to Battle of the 
Bands youth events. Log on 
and add your news!

The Foyer Exhibition Space @ 
Mornington Library has hung 
the artwork of more than 90 

peninsula artists in the last 
year and applications to hang 
work can be found on the 
Shire’s website.  

The Shire supported 
Mornington Peninsula 
Music Network Inc has 
been assisting the Shire with 
a Music Strategy for the 
Mornington Peninsula and 
there will be an opportunity 
for our musical communities 
to ‘Have their Say’ over the 
coming months.  

A Public Art Policy is currently 
under development. This will 
provide necessary guidance 
to the Shire in its decision 
making when communities 
propose sculptures in 
the urban and public 
environments.  Along with 
the policy will be a Register 
of Public Art for ongoing 
maintenance of these 
important cultural assets.  

The Shire’s Southern 
Peninsula Arts Development 
Officer, Jo Ridgeway is 

working on the development 
of Community Arts facilities @ 
Police Point Park, a Creative 
Peninsula Flags project with 
summer themed artist designs.

A review of the Arts & Culture 
Strategy - A Creative Peninsula 
will begin in 2015 assessing 
what has been achieved since 
launching the strategy in 
2011. If you wish to send the 
Shire feedback, please contact 
Andrea.Ebsworth@mornpen.
vic.gov.au

 arts & culture
Shire’s website.



On behalf of my Council 
colleagues and the Shire 
organisation, I would like to 
take this opportunity to wish all 
residents, ratepayers and visitors 
to Mornington Peninsula Shire a 
happy and safe Christmas and 
New Year period.

There is so much happening 
on the Peninsula for people 

of all ages over the holiday 
period – I encourage you to 
keep a copy of this edition of 
Peninsula-Wide handy to plan 
your summer activities.

The past 12 months have been 
a very busy and rewarding 
period, with many positive 
outcomes delivered for our 
community. There have been 

some significant changes too, 
with the departure of former 
Mayor Frank Martin and 
the election of new Red Hill 
Ward Councillor Tim Wood. 
Council is also in the process 
of selecting a new Chief 
Executive Officer to lead the 
Shire team and we hope to 
make an announcement on this 
position shortly. Keep an eye 

out on the Shire website and 
in local newspapers for more 
information.

I look forward to the New Year 
and the new opportunities it will 
present.

See you again in 2015.

Cr Bev Colomb 
Mayor 
Mornington Peninsula Shire

christmas message
FROM THE MAYOR AND COUNCILLORS

Shire Mayor Bev Colomb (third from left) with Seawinds Ward Councillor Antonella Celi (third  
from right) at the Mornington Civic Reserve during construction phase.

Nepean Ward Councillor Tim Rodgers with Carolyn Tucker and 
Nepean Ward Councillor Hugh Fraser at the Sorrento Community 
Centre which is undergoing refurbishment. 

Watson Ward Councillor Lynn Bowden at Somerville Fruitgrowers 
Reserve where works on the pavilion commenced this year.

Briars Ward Councillor Anne Shaw at the site of the Mount Martha 
Lifesaving Club during construction works.

New Red Hill Ward Councillor Tim Wood joined Mornington Peninsula 
Shire Council this year. 

Seawinds Ward Councillor Graham Pittock at the Dromana Visitor Centre 
which was refurbished this year. 

Western Port Chamber of Commerce representatives Angie Baker and David Nelli with Ceberus 
Ward Councillor David Garnock, Shire Officer Derek Rotter and Andrew Iredale (from Western 
Port Chamber of Commerce) at Alfred Street, Hastings where streetscaping works have started.

Briars Ward Councillor Andrew Dixon at 
Emil Madsen Reserve where a Long Term 
Recreation Master Plan is being developed 
for the Reserve. 

Seawinds Ward Councillor David Gibb 
and Shire Officer Chris Lyne at the 
recently completed drainage works, 
The Eyrie in McCrae. 

WWW.MORNPEN.VIC.GOV.AU OUR SHIRE
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Mornington Peninsula Shire will again take a ‘No Entertainment- 
No Nonsense’ approach to New Year’s Eve on the southern peninsula,  
working in partnership with a community-based steering committee, Police and  
residents to reduce negative impacts of celebrations in the area.

The approach has assisted in providing a safe environment for holiday  
makers and residents since its introduction more than ten years ago. 
 
“The Shire’s community-led New Year’s Eve strategy is about maintaining 
and promoting a safe, family location for all to enjoy. The summer holiday 
period is a great time for the residents and visitors to the peninsula, and this 
strategy is to ensure everyone has a safe and happy New Year’s Eve,” said 
Mayor Cr Bev Colomb.

The strategy provides for increased security, lighting, signage and 
services throughout the Nepean Ward towns of Blairgowrie, Portsea, Rye and  
Sorrento.

The aim is to make sure the peninsula is a safe place for people to enjoy the 
New Year period, and there will be:
 
     •     No public entertainment

     •     Bans on alcohol in public places from 30 December to 1 January

The Rye Carnival will be closed on  
New Year’s Eve (day and night).

The Rye Pier car park will be closed from  
approximately 4.00pm on New Year’s Eve  
(or at Police discretion). Minor road closures  
are expected in Rye from 11pm - 1am.

Bus Service - Portsea to Safety Beach
A free, one - way bus service will operate from 
Portsea to Safety Beach. *For route information 
please visit www.mornpen.vic.gov.au  
Security will be onboard at all times.

 
of an emergency.

New Year’s Eve. A person must not possess or  

Alcohol bans apply from December 30 to midnight 
1 January 2015. Possession of sealed and unsealed 
containers of liquor in public places is prohibited  
(unless sealed containers are being transported  
from point-of-sale to vehicle or private residence for  
consumption). Possession of any glass container  
while in a public place is prohibited.

For more information please contact  
1300 850 600 or 5950 1000 or visit www.mornpen.vic.gov.au

Authorised by P Gore, Manager, Recreation & Leisure, Mornington Peninsula Shire

CAR PARK  
CLOSED

NEW YEAR’S EVE | 2014 - 2015 
NO ENTERTAINMENT NO NONSENSE

volunteer for 
MORNINGTON PENINSULA RELAY FOR LIFE
The Shire is encouraging volunteers and teams to take part in the 
Peninsula Relay for Life from 28 February – 1 March, 2015 at 
Mornington Secondary College, Nepean Highway, Mornington.

Relay For Life allows communities to recognise and 
celebrate those who have overcome cancer or are 
undergoing treatment. The event also recognises carers 
and celebrates the memory of loved ones lost to cancer. 

Teams of 10-15 people raise funds through others sponsoring 
the team to complete laps of a nominated circuit as many times 
as possible. Teams can stay for the whole event and camp 
overnight or just for the laps. Start planning your team and 
theme, campsite decorations and costumes. From superheroes 
to clowns, dressing up is a great way to get your team involved.

Each person on the team pays a small registration fee, 
which includes a shirt and breakfast in the morning. 
There are no age limitations or fitness requirements 
– Relay For Life is suitable for everyone. 

To register, participate or donate call 1300 65 65 85  
or go to facebook.com/RelayForLifeAustralia
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Summer Read 2015: 1 December 
2014 – 15 February 2015
The Summer Read is on again this year 
at Our Library. This high-profile statewide 
program promoting reading for pleasure 
by adults is now in its eighth year and is 
delivered by the State Library of Victoria in 
partnership with Victorian public libraries. The 
Summer Read provides an engaging program 
around a list of 10 books, both fiction and 
non-fiction, written by Victorians, about 
Victorians or set in Victoria. The 10 books will 
be available for loan from Our Library. To  
find out what books have made The Summer  
Read list this year and to find out more  
about this program, visit our website at  
www.ourlibrary.vic.gov.au

Summer Reading Club for Kids:  
1 December 2014 – 23 January 2015
It’s that time of year again! Get reading over 
summer and earn prizes each time you reach 
a reading milestone. Our Summer Reading 
Club encourages and rewards children of all 
ages who keep reading throughout summer. 

To participate, you 
can register online or 
at any of our libraries. 
Simply visit www.
ourlibrary.mornpen.vic.
gov.au/SRC2015 or visit 
one of our libraries for 
more information.To find 
out what else is on this 
summer at Our Library, 
visit our website at www.
ourlibrary.mornpen.vic.gov.
au or drop into any of our 
libraries:

Hastings Library,  
7 High Street: 5950 1710

Mornington Library,  
Vancouver Street: 5950 1820

Rosebud Library,  
McDowell Street: 5950 1230

Somerville Library,  
1085 Frankston-Flinders Road:  
5978 0834

Get rewarded for reading 
this summer at Our Library

Over the summer, why not 
take the opportunity to visit 
the Eco Living Display Centre 
at the picturesque Briars in 
Mount Martha. 

The Centre has recently been 
upgraded with a range of 
new sustainable technologies 
and the garden is looking 
fabulous with two local 
community groups taking 
ownership of their ‘garden 
plots’. See the vegetables in 
the no-dig garden bed, the 
herbs thriving in our wicking 

beds and the range of 
beautiful, low maintenance 
local plants. You can also 
purchase plants local to your 
area at the Shire indigenous 
nursery next door.

If you are after some tailored 
advice, we also offer a free 
consultation at the Centre 
on Creating energy efficient 
homes. With the weather 
heating up, we could all do 
with some advice to help us  
keep cool without having the 
worry of big power bills!  

What’s on for kids?

Get your kids out  
into the great outdoors  
this summer with a  
range of fun kids’  
activities at The Briars.  
The Eco Living Display 
Centre will be running  
a series of low cost  
activities for kids in the  
third week of January. 

Visit www.mornpen.vic. 
gov.au for details.

GREAT SCHOOL ACTIVITIES AT THE ECO LIVING CENTRE 
Why travel to Melbourne for 
your school excursion when 
you can access a facility right 
here on the peninsula? A 
range of education activities 
have been developed 
specifically for the Centre for 

primary and lower secondary 
students. Nineteen activities 
have been designed, linked 
directly to the Victorian 
curriculum covering the areas 
of waste, energy, water and 
sustainable living.  

For more information on any 
of the programs at the Eco 
Living Display Centre please 
contact Nicci on ph. 5950 
1259, nicci.tsernjavski@
mornpen.vic.gov.au

Regular opening hours:

Wed and Fri:  
1 – 4pm

Every first Saturday:  
11 – 3pm

Open at other times 
for group tours by 
appointment.

Where: The Briars, 
450 Nepean Hwy, 
Mount Martha

Contact:  
5974 3686

see what’s new AT THE ECO LIVING DISPLAY CENTRE
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AROUND THE PENINSULA

Enjoy the peninsula this summer by heading 
to one of the many events scheduled. There’s 
plenty to keep the whole family entertained.

For details go to: www.mornpen.vic.gov.au 
 and view the events calendar.

JANUARY

11  
TWO BAYS TRAIL RUN 28KM/56KM 
7AM-4PM  
Run 28km across the Mornington Peninsula from 
Dromana to Cape Schanck or 56km for the ultra-
runners with a double crossing. The Two Bays Walking 
Track takes in some amazing views of Bush Rangers 
Bay and splendid scenery within Mornington Peninsula 
National Park. Visit www.twobaystrailrun.com to register. 

31 BLUES AT THE BRIARS 
Blues at The Briars is a must see for all Blues lovers. Held at the 
Historic Briars Homestead in Mount Martha, the artist line-up  
includes ‘Chase the Sun’, ‘Lazy Eye’, ‘Blue Heat’, ‘Lachy 
Doley’ and ‘Mr Black and Blues’ with many more fabulous 
bands still to be announced. Plenty of kids’ activities. Keep the 
date free. For more information visit www.bluesatthebriars.com

17-26 ROTARY CLUB OF MORNINGTON  
ANNUAL ART EXHIBITION

The Rotary Club of Mornington is holding its 43rd annual art exhibition at Peninsula Community 
Theatre. ‘Black and White’ Showcase ticketed Opening on Friday night 16 Jan. Tickets on website 
and Farrells Bookshop, Main Street Mornington. Artwork prizes awarded and paintings are for 
sale. 900 paintings from 300 local, Sydney and Melbourne artists exhibited and sold. Art-4-Kids 
tutored mural painting sessions. Australia Day Closing Sale and Raffle draw 26 Jan 5pm. Painting 
preview: www.rotaryartshow.com.au Features details: www.rotaryclubofmornington.com.au

FEBRUARY

20-22
WESTERN PORT FESTIVAL

The 46th Western Port Festival will be held on the 
Hastings Foreshore. There will be live music all 
weekend, amusement rides, free children’s activities 
and more.

www.westernportfestival.com.au

PENINSULA SHORT FILM FEST
4pm – 10.30pm

FREE Community Event, Village Green Rosebud.

Come along to view 12 short films on the Village 
Green in Rosebud. Entertainment commences at 4pm 
and films screen from 7pm.  

Bring a rug, some friends and prepare to be 
entertained. No BYO.

www.peninsulashortfilmfest.com.au

9-17
The Rotary Club of Sorrento is holding its 31st annual art 
show. This is one of Mornington Peninsula’s most prestigious 
art shows including both local artists and artists from the 
broader community. To view the feature artists and a snap 
shot of some of the exceptional work that will be on sale visit 
www.sorrentoartshow.com 

ROTARY CLUB OF SORRENTO - ANNUAL ART SHOW

7

A Creative Peninsula ARTS & CULTURE ACROSS THE PENINSULA & BEYOND

artsonthepeninsula.com
the latest news, artist profiles, exhibitions and artist studio trails, performances, festivals and events

SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE THIS SUMMER AT THE GALLERY
consciousness that infused Arthur Boyd’s 
life and work. Through paintings, prints and 
ceramics from the Bundanon Trust Collection 

this exhibition offers insights into how one 
of Australia’s greatest artists dealt with social 
responsibility.

Arthur Boyd
Hanging rocks with bathers and Mars c.1985
oil on canvas
Bundanon Trust Collection

Visit www.mprg.mornpen.vic.gov.au  
for other exhibitions

Arthur Boyd, selfies with celebrities 
and vignettes of the Mount Martha 
coastline … Mornington Peninsula 
Regional Gallery has something for 
everyone this summer.

5 December 2014–15 February 2015
Arthur Boyd: An Active 
Witness
Bundanon Trust Touring Exhibition

This is the first major exhibition 
to consider the social 
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1 Mar

BALNARRING COMMUNITY CAROLS 
6.30PM - 8PM 
Balnarring Primary School, Balnarring 

FRANKSTON MUSIC SOCIETY PRESENTS: 
JOY TO THE WORLD 
7.30PM - 9.30PM 
Peninsula Community Theatre, Mornington

CAROLS ON THE GREEN 
6PM - 8.30PM 
Mount Eliza Village Green

RYE CAROLS ON THE PARK 
6.30PM - 10.30PM 
Rye Foreshore

HASTINGS COMMUNITY CAROLS BY 
CANDLELIGHT 
6PM - 9.30PM 
Hastings Foreshore

MORNINGTON CAROLS IN THE PARK 
6PM - 9PM 
Mornington Park

ROSEBUD CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT 
8PM - 9.30PM 
Village Green, Rosebud

SOMERVILLE CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT 
6.30PM - 10PM 
Fruit Growers Reserve, Somerville

WWW.MORNPEN.VIC.GOV.AU WHAT’S ON
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JANUARY

FEBRUARY

DECEMBER

THE PENINSULA SUMMER MUSIC FESTIVAL 
Various locations. www.peninsulafestival.com.au

NEW YEARS DAY PICNIC IN THE PARK AND 
CAR DISPLAY, 9AM - 4PM 
Mornington Park

SORRENTO BAY SWIM 
7AM - 3PM 
Sorrento Foreshore

FOOD FOR HEALTH PORTSEA TWILIGHT 
Jarman Oval, Point Nepean National Park, 
Portsea

AUSTRALIAN CROATIAN SOCIAL CLUB 
ANNUAL PICNIC 
9AM - 6PM 
Rye Foreshore

GREEK BLESSING OF THE WATERS 
12.30PM - 5PM 
Rye Foreshore

RYE ATHLETICS CARNIVAL AND FAMILY 
FUN DAY, 10AM - 6PM 
RJ Rowley Reserve, Rye

PORTSEA SWIM CLASSIC 
7AM - 5PM 
Point Nepean Quarantine Station

SISTERS MARKET 
8AM - 5PM 
Sorrento Masonic Centre

JAYCO HERALD SUN TOUR 
2.30PM - 5.30PM 
Final stage of tour, finish Arthurs Seat

THE GREAT PENINSULA PADDLE 
7.30AM - 1PM 
Sorrento Foreshore

PIER TO PERIGNON 
10AM - 3PM 
Sorrento to Portsea Foreshore

WESTERN PORT WHITING CHALLENGE 
6AM - 5PM 
Hastings Foreshore Boat Ramp

CAROLS ON THE HILL 
5PM - 7.15PM 
Red Hill Recreation Reserve

SORRENTO PORTSEA CHRISTMAS CAROLS AND 
FIREWORKS 
6PM - 9.30PM 
Sorrento Foreshore

CAROLS IN THE PARK 
7.30PM - 9PM 
Tyabb Central Reserve

CHRISTMAS CAROLS CONCERT ON THE LAWN 
7PM - 9PM 
Ferrero Reserve, Mount Martha

MOUNT MARTHA CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT 
8PM - 9.45PM 
Mount Martha House

DROMANA CHRISTMAS CAROLS 
6PM - 9PM 
Dromana Old Shire Offices, Dromana

MORNINGTON COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS LUNCH 
12NOON - 2PM 
Senior Citizens Hall, Flinders Drive, Mornington

BONEO LIONS CLUB HOLIDAY MARKET 
7AM - 1PM 
Rosebud Primary School, Rosebud

RACV GREAT AUSTRALIAN RALLY 
8AM - 3.30PM 
Mornington Racecourse, Mornington

POINT NEPEAN PORTSEA MARKET 
9AM - 2PM 
Point Nepean Quarantine Station

AUSTRALIA DAY CELEBRATIONS 
8AM - 9.30PM 
See Page 16

ROCK ‘N’ ROLL DANCE 
7PM - 11.30PM 
Peninsula Community Theatre, Mornington
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AWARD WINNERS 2014best bites
Hummingbird Eco Retreat, Red Hill has won the Restaurant of the Year award at the 
Shire’s 2014 Best Bites Awards, for its excellence in nutrition and healthy eating, 
tobacco and liquor compliance, waste and recycling, energy and water efficiency  
and access for all.

Milkbar & Co, Mount Martha won the Café of the Year, with other category award 
winners being –

Bed & Breakfast – Harmony Bed & Breakfast, Fingal 
Child Care/School Canteen – Balnarring Early Learning Centre, Balnarring 
Supermarket – Ritchies, Mount Eliza 
Take Away – Yo My Goodness, Mornington

Finalists in each of these categories were judged by an independent panel to  
determine the award winners. 

The Best Bites Awards are a Shire program that recognises the most 
outstanding local food businesses in the areas of food safety, healthy 
eating, sustainability and access for all. The award winners were presented 
with their awards by the Mayor Cr Bev Colomb during the Community 
Council Meeting on 24th November at the Mt Eliza Community Centre. 

Shire Mayor, Cr Bev Colomb, said all winners and nominees were truly  
deserving of recognition.

“The Best Bites winners set great examples within the local food industry 
by ensuring that our community has access to safe and healthy food 
options that are available from businesses that use environmentally-
sustainable food practices, in premises that are safe and accessible.”

The 2014 Best Bites Food Guide – which lists the local food businesses 
that have received Best Bites certification – was launched at the meeting 
and is now available free to the community from Shire customer service 
centres, local food businesses and online at www.mornpen.vic.gov.au

For more information about the Best Bites food program please call  
Peter O’Brien, Mornington Peninsula Shire, on: 5950 1865  
or visit www.mornpen.vic.gov.au

The Peninsula Explorer is a new ‘hop on, 
hop off’ coach service available on the 

peninsula. The service visits many tourist 
attractions and places on the peninsula. 

For more information and timetables,  
please visit: www.peninsulaexplorer.com

                   24 hour ticket      3 day ticket

Adult    $35  $60

Children [4-16 years]  $20  $35

Student/Concession/Senior $25  $45

Family [2 Ad/ 2 Chn]  $100  $180

For repeat visitors to the Mornington Peninsula, a 10 ticket pass 
which is valid over a 12 month period [and is transferable] is 
priced at $295 per adult. 

Introductory 2 for 1 offer on 24 hour tickets

As locals explore your own ‘backyard’ the fun way

Hop on and hop off at any one of the 18 stops en route to enjoy 
hundreds of local experiences in the region. Bring your visiting 
friends and family, treat your mum and dad with a day out or 
inspire your children with local stories of the area with our 2 for 1 
ticket offer on the newest mode of transport on the peninsula*

*Please see 24hr ticket prices outlined on left. Must book tickets online at 
peninsulaexplorer.com. Introductory sale ends midnight on the 15th December, 
2014. Tickets are valid for 3 months from purchase. Cost of full price ticket is based 
on highest priced ticket purchased in pair. Offer applies to 24 hour tickets only. 
Please enter the promo code LOCALS at checkout. 

THE PENINSULA explorer
Right: Hummingbird Eco Retreat, Red Hill won Restaurant of the Year at the Shire’s 2014 Best Bites Awards
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This summer, the Shire’s Youth Services is running a great range 
of school holiday activities for young people aged 10-16 years 
across the peninsula. Activities will all be low cost and will 
include local skate park events, swim with the dolphins, and 
a beach day and activities at recreation centres across the 
peninsula.  

There will be a host of activities at the Shed 11 (Hastings) 
and YLounge (Rosebud) Youth Centres across the holidays.

For more information around what’s on offer over the summer 
period follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/mornpenyouth, 
visit www.mpys.com.au or call us on 5950 1666.

Mornington Peninsula Shire Youth Services 
wins Prestigious ‘Readys Award’.

This October at the Youth Affairs Council of 
Victoria’s ‘Local Government Youth Forum’ the 
Mornington Peninsula Shire Youth Services received 
the READYS Award (Recognising Excellence 
Awards for Delivering Youth Services).

This award recognises excellence in youth service 
delivery and youth work in Victoria and to celebrate 
the unique and innovative ways services work with 
young people across the State. Finalists needed 
to demonstrate outcomes through commitment to 
principles such as diversity, equity, inclusion and active 
citizenship as well as youth engagement and support.

Karl Kasbach the Shire’s Coordinator for Youth 
Programs said the Award is great recognition 
for the Youth Services team. “The Award 
demonstrates the Shires strong commitment to 
supporting the needs of all young people across 
the Mornington Peninsula Shire”, he said.

The Mornington Peninsula Visitor 
Information Centre in Dromana 
has recently become even more 
accessible to visitors and the 
community alike, with new paths, 
wider doorways, and upgraded 
public toilet facilities. 

These improvements were part 
of a refurbishment that also 
included a new roof and storage 
areas. The centre’s staff, along 
with their team of 40 volunteers, 
are excited to be operating out 

of a brighter, fully accessible 
centre. The team is proud to 
assist the many visitors to our 
region to discover the famous (as 
well as the lesser known) tourism 
experiences around the region. 
The centre is also the perfect 
place for anyone looking for 
local crafts, produce, books and 
mementos. The Visitor Centre 
is open 7 days per week 9am 
– 5pm at 359B Point Nepean 
Road, Dromana.

ACTIVITIES FOR

OVER SUMMER

young people

visitor information centre
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No coins? No worries! Parking made easy

Simply set up an 
account online 

with Parkmobile 
visit www.
parkmobile.com.

au, call 1300 564 
564 or download 
the free smart 

device application at 
iTunes, Google Play 
or Windows markets. 

You will be guided to 
register your vehicle (car) 
registration number and 
your credit card details. 

As an introductory rate 
the daily fee for use of the 

boat ramp will be $11 for 
those using Parkmobile.

Regular boat ramp users 
can still purchase an annual 
boat ramp pass from the 
Shire for an annual fee of 
$120. An application form 
can be found online at 
www.mornpen.vic.gov.au 

Simpler parking 
at Sorrento jetty 

Searoad Ferries and the 
Shire have teamed up to 
allow ferry passengers 
to purchase parking 
at Sorrento jetty from 

the Ferry ticket office in 
one simple transaction 
with their ferry pass.

Other users of the 
Sorrento jetty parking 
area can purchase 
parking via the Shire’s 
new Parkmobile system.

For more information 
please contact the Shire 
on 1300 850 600.

For further information 
please visit  
www.mornpen.vic.gov.au 
www.parkmobile.com.au

PLANNING PERMITS MADE EASIER 
VicSmart is a new online planning process which helps manage and track straight-forward 
planning permit applications. VicSmart was introduced to the Victoria Planning Provisions and 
all planning schemes this year.
Key features of VicSmart include:
• a 10 day permit process 
• applications are not advertised 
• information to be submitted with an application and what Council can consider is pre-set. 
Many application types can be assessed as a VicSmart application. Visit the Shire’s website  
www.mornpen.vic.gov.au/VicSmart for more information.

Parking at a  
boat ramp across  

the peninsula  
will be a breeze 

this summer with 
the introduction of 

cashless parking 
meters. 

The new 
Parkmobile  

system, available 
at six shire-

managed boat 
ramps, allows 

payment by 
credit card 

without the 
need to find 

coins or worry 
about the 

machine being  
offline.

BUILDING & PLANNING
PAGE 12
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Now is the time to review and prepare your Summer Emergency Safety 
Plans for Heat wave, Power Blackouts, Fires, Storms and Floods.

October through to March has shown a trend of all these emergencies 
affecting the community on the Mornington Peninsula.

The Shire have a dedicated emergency management team to help 
the emergency services mitigate, plan, practise for, respond to and 
provide relief and recovery from a range of emergency situations.

VicEmergency is Victoria’s primary website for emergency warnings 
for fire and flood, and contains links to fire and flood planning and 
response information. It is a single all-emergencies website that 
provides one source of information and advice to help people 
prepare for, respond to and recover from emergencies. Find out 
more at www.emergency.vic.gov.au

The following provide some suggested talking and action points 
for you, your family and your work place in preparing for Summer.

Staying safe on land and water
- UV protection
- alcohol and swimming
- Coastguard Safetrax
- emergency markers on foreshore
- heat wave measures
Visit the Shire’s website for information on being prepared 
at: www.mornpen.vic.gov.au/Services_For_You/Fire_

The rating is your trigger to 
act. To stay safe you need 
to stay aware of the Fire 
Danger Rating in your district. 
Mornington Peninsula Shire 
is in the Central Fire District. 
During the fire season, 
the Fire Danger Rating will 
feature in weather forecasts 
and be broadcast on radio 
and TV and appear in some 
newspapers. It can also 
be found on the websites 
of the CFA, Department of 

Environment and Primary 
Industries and Bureau of 
Meteorology or by calling the 
Victorian Bushfire Information 
Line on 1800 240 667. 

CFA Community Meetings
To learn more you may 
wish to attend a CFA 
community meeting in 
your local township. 

Check www.cfa.vic.gov.
au/planprepare or call 
9767 1800 for details.

PREPARING FORsummer

The Fire Danger Rating predicts how  
a fire would behave if one started, 
including how difficult it would be to 
put out. The higher the rating, the 
more dangerous the conditions.

AND KNOW WHAT TO DO

STAY AWARE OF THE

fire danger rating

Stay up to date at www.emergency.vic.gov.au

Emergency_Management
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Preparing 
for hot 
weather:

• Check your fan 
/ air-conditioner 
works; have 

air-conditioners 
serviced if necessary

• Stock up on 
food, water and 

medications so you 
don’t have to go 
out on hot days

• Install awnings, 
shade cloths or external 
blinds on the sunny 
side of your house.

Hot Day – Morning:

• Avoid outside activities or 
run errands prior to midday

• Avoid cleaning on hot 
days or do so in the morning

• Open doors and windows 
to catch any cool breezes, be 
sure to close them up before 
temperatures start to climb

• Drink plenty of water 
throughout the day (check 
with your doctor if you are 
on limited fluid intake).

Hot Day – Afternoon 
– Evening:

• Close all external doors 
and windows and pull 
curtains and binds

• Pull down external window 
awnings and blinds

• Stay out of the sun during 
the hottest part of the day; if 
you need to go out stick to the 
shade and wear a hat and light 
colored, loose fitting clothing 

• Eat cold salads rather 
than using the oven to 
cook hot meals

• Place a wet face cloth 
on the back of your neck, 
refresh it regularly by 
running under cold water

• Take a cool shower or 
bath when you get too hot.

Looking after pets:

• Provide shade for pets 
and lots of fresh, cool water; 
bring them indoors during 
the hottest part of the day

• Freeze a mix of diluted stock 
and treats to make an icy pole.

Phone family, friends and 
neighbours to ensure they 
are coping in the heat.  

If your home becomes 
unbearable spend some time 
in a public place with air-
conditioning, e.g. library, 
shopping centre, cinema.

For information on heat-
related illnesses please visit 
the Better Health website at: 
http://www.betterhealth.vic.
gov.au/bhcv2/bhcarticles.nsf/
pages/Heat_stress_and_heat-
related_illness or contact Nurse 
on Call – 1300 6060 24.

Pick up a Staying Healthy 
in the Heat brochure at any 
Shire Customer Service office.

With temperatures set 
to soar this summer 

it is important to 
plan the tips and 
tools you can use 

to ensure you, your 
family and much 

loved pets stay 
safe and healthy 

in the heat.  
Please use these 
tips to look after 

yourself and 
stay safe and 
comfortable 

during 
heatwaves.

staying healthy
THIS SUMMER
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AWARENESSalcohol
Parents can’t keep an eye on their 
teenagers all of the time, yet can encourage 
responsible use of alcohol. 
There are many good reasons to encourage your teenager 
not to drink alcohol before turning 18. Early drinking is 
related to increased alcohol consumption in adolescence and 
young adulthood. These drinking patterns are also related 
to the possibilities of damage to the developing brain and 
development of alcohol-related harms in adulthood. 

The health risks that accumulate over a lifetime from 
alcohol increase progressively – this mean that the 
more young people drink – the greater the risk.

As a parent, you can positively influence your 
teenager’s drinking habits, even if they’ve already 
started drinking. Here are some useful tips: 

•  Set a good example in your own consumption  
of alcohol

•  Talk to your teenager about alcohol laws and 
the potential consequences of breaking them

•  Reward good behaviour if they show a 
responsible attitude towards alcohol

•  Talk to your teenager about how to deal with 
peer pressure about alcohol or binge drinking.

For more information go to www.stopthesupply.
org.au or contact Health and Wellbeing Team 
Leader Lisa Gray on  Lisa.gray@morpen.vic.
gov.au or phone  5950 1685 or Mornington 
Peninsula Shire’s Youth Services on 5986 3585 
(Rosebud) or email mpys@mornpen.vic.gov.au

With a core focus on 
seafood this celebration of 
the peninsula’s world class 
marine culture, land based 
gourmet foods and beverages 
promises to have something 
for the whole family. 

Graze the Bays is part of the 
Melbourne Food and Wine 
Festival, and offers the chance 
to sample and graze on 

great local delicacies such as 
mussels, artisan cheese, and 
desserts; all complemented 
with local wines, beers, ciders 
and soft drinks. A market 
style ambience will allow for 
tasting and grazing at your 
own pace.

The Graze live stage expects 
to be host to the Australian 
Seafood Show, a plethora of 

local chefs and other talent. 
The ticketed masterclasses will 
include options from wine, 
beer and gin experiences to 
cupcake decorating and olive 
preserving.

There is no entry fee with 
tickets for the masterclasses 
to be sold through the 
Melbourne Food and Wine 
Festival website.

Graze the Bays - Land 
and Sea

March 15, 2015 
10.00am – 4.00pm. 

Balcombe Hill,  
389 Nepean Highway,  
Mount Martha. 

www.grazethebays.com.au

Graze the Bays – Land and Sea is an  
exciting new festival taking 
place on March 15, 2015.

graze the bays
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