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Budget highlights 
2017/18

Thank you for your input into the formation of our budget 
and council plan, and for taking the time to participate in 
consultation opportunities, submissions, requests and 
dialogue with councillors and officers. 

The Council Budget 2017/18 delivers strongly on 
community priorities, while providing for the long-
term financial stability of the shire in the face of state 
government rate capping. We are committed to being 
as efficient as possible with our resources through lean 
and flexible approaches and working within financial 
constraints to continue to deliver the best value-for money 
services we can. 

The Council Plan 2017-2021 is a blueprint for how we 
will work towards our vision over the next four years, 
setting out council’s direction around four key themes: 
Our Place, Our Connectivity, Our Wellbeing, and Our 
Prosperity. Under each of these themes sit a number of 
objectives that further describe what council will achieve 
for our community. 

On behalf of my councillor colleagues, I encourage you to 
read our Budget and Council Plan and work alongside us 
to value, protect and improve the unique characteristics 
and way of life on our peninsula.

Councillor Bev Colomb 
Mayor, Mornington Peninsula Shire

For a full copy of the 2017/18 Budget see 
 mornpen.vic.gov.au

Our 11 Councillors of the Mornington Peninsula Shire



Our Place 

The Mornington Peninsula is one of Melbourne’s greatest 
assets, characterised by unique townships, highly valued 
green wedge land, areas of national and international 
conservation significance and featuring around 10% of 
Victoria’s total coastline. The Mornington Peninsula is critical 
to the future liveability, sustainability and prosperity of the 
wider metropolitan region. As an area near to, but with 
a role distinct from, the growing metropolitan area there 
are ever increasing pressures and demands placed on 
the Mornington Peninsula. Combined with the challenges 
of climate change, managing ‘place’ requires the careful 
balancing of the community’s key values.

• $13.2M to provide waste management services  
to the community

• $3.7M for roadside vegetation management

• $3.2M continued implementation of drainage 
strategy and works program

• $2.8M for fire prevention management

• $190,000 implementation of Biodiversity 
Conservation Action Plan 

• $60,000 Heritage Review Stage 4,  
$30,000 Heritage Grants Program

• $55,000 Climate adaptation action plan

• $57,000 Western Port ecology protection

• Range of coastal works including: $290,000 Marine 
structure renewal, $40,000 Coastal risk mitigation, 
$45,000 Safety Beach coastal processes study

Briars Ward Councillors   
Rosie Clark, Bev Colomb and Sam Hearn



Our Connectivity 

The Mornington Peninsula Shire is approximately 720 
square kilometres in size. Given this factor, many residents 
choose – or must use – a car as their first choice of travel, 
and to access major employment, education, health and 
social support services. 

Our road network is critical to the safe and effective travel 
of our community, whilst improving ‘connectivity’ and 
promoting increased public transport and other sustainable 
active transport options within, across and out of the shire, 
also significantly improves the liveability of our shire.

• $18.4M funding for road and carpark construction 
and maintenance

• $2.7M capital works funding for footpath 
construction and maintenance

• $1.3M capital works funding for bay trails and 
Eastern Sisters path

• $0.6M capital and priority works funding for traffic 
management and road safety strategies

Nepean Ward Councillors  
Hugh Fraser and Bryan Payne 



Our Wellbeing

Positive health and wellbeing is fundamentally important for 
the community and is a key success factor for the shire. 

Good physical and mental health, feeling safe, feeling 
and being empowered and connected to other people 
in our community, strengthening diversity, respecting 
the peace and dignity of all, and supporting individuals 
so they can realise their potential and their aspirations 
are fundamental elements to making the Mornington 
Peninsula a great place to live.

• $11.1M capital works program to deliver aquatic 
and recreational facilities including construction of 
additional recreation and community facilities at 
Citation Reserve and Emil Madsen Reserve

• $5.0M to deliver library services

• $2.6M operating budget to deliver child, youth 
and family health services

• $1.6M budget to design, construct and maintain 
playgrounds and kindergartens

• $1.5M arts and culture budget including  
funding the operation of Mornington Peninsula 
Regional Gallery

• $0.9M to improve community halls and facilities

Seawinds Ward Councillors 
Frank Martin, Antonella Celi and Simon Brooks



The Council Plan 2017–2021 is 
a blueprint for how we will work 
towards our vision over the next 
four years, setting out Council’s 
direction around four key themes: 
Our Place, Our Connectivity, Our 
Wellbeing, and Our Prosperity.

Our Prosperity

Promoting, supporting and enhancing balanced and 
appropriate economic development within the Mornington 
Peninsula Shire is a key objective for the community. 

The visitor economy is a key strength of our shire, with 
our agricultural sector having a strong connection to the 
Mornington Peninsula. 

Our natural and recreational attractions, food and wine, 
outstanding educational facilities and health services, 
and the community culture helps us to be an exceptional 
place to live and work. By providing leadership, fostering 
jobs and proactive conditions for investment, our 
businesses can be supported to develop and grow for 
the benefit of the entire community.

• $0.8M operating budget for economic and 
business development programs/support

• $0.6M for tourism marketing and visitor servicing



Red Hill Ward Councillor 
David Gill

Watson Ward Councillor 
Julie Edge

Cerberus Ward Councillor 
Kate Roper



Valuations
Property valuations are used to calculate how much you pay 
in rates. Victorian government legislation requires the Council 
to assess the value of all properties every two years. 

Valuation method 
Council uses the Capital Improved Value method to 
determine your rates. Capital Improved Value (CIV) is 
basically the market value of the land and improvements. 

Property values are determined by analysis of market 
sales and rental evidence. The valuer builds a profile 
of value levels for each different area/property type by 
analysis of recent sales and leasings. This information is 
then applied to individual properties, taking into account 
the different characteristics of each property. 

Date of valuation 
All properties were valued with an effective date of 1 
January 2016 for use by Council in the 2016/2017 and 
2017/2018 rating years and are in force until 30 June 
2018. Where something (other than market fluctuations) 
has changed the property value, supplementary valuations 
must be performed between general valuations and these 
may be performed at any time of year. 

Rates 
Council rates are a property-based tax. Rates are based 
on the value of the property you own. 

General rate 
For the period 1 July 2017 to 30 June 2018 the general 
rate in the dollar is 0.0021383. A standard residential 
property with a CIV of $438,000 will have rates as follows: 
$438,000 x 0.0021383 + $197 = $1133.58 

Vacant residential land 
To ensure owners of vacant residential land make equitable 
financial contributions to the cost of carrying out the functions 
of Council, vacant land (as defined within various zonings) 
attracts a differential rate 20% above the general rate. 

Vacant commercial and industrial land 
To ensure owners of vacant commercial/industrial land make 
equitable financial contributions to the cost of carrying out 
the functions of Council, vacant commercial/ industrial land 
attracts a differential rate 40% above the general rate.



Mornington Peninsula agricultural rate
Agricultural Rate is set at 35% of the general rate and 
the property must firstly be classified as “farm land” in 
accordance with the provisions of the Valuation of Land Act 
1960 in order to qualify.

Rate capping 
Council has complied with the Victorian Government’s 
rates cap of 2.0%. The cap applies to the average annual 
increase of rates and charges. 

Contiguous rating 
The Shire is able to combine multiple titles onto one rate 
notice where they are occupied by the same person. This 
is known as contiguous rating. Properties can be abutting 
or may be separated by a public reserve or open space, 
street, road, lane, footway, court, railway or thoroughfare. 
Having your properties rated together is a financial benefit 
as you will only be charged one Waste Service Charge. In 
some circumstances combining multiple titles onto one 
rate notice can change the rating category, resulting in 
further savings.  The rate in the dollar for General Rate is 
currently 20% less than the Vacant Land Rate. For further 
information contact us on: 

 5950 1090 

Waste Service Charge
The Waste Service Charge is intended to recoup the full 
cost of waste services including collection, disposal, street 
sweeping, footpath sweeping, beach cleaning, state 
government landfill levy, plus street and drain litter collection.  
The Waste Service Charge has been set at $197 for 2017/18 
and applies equally to all properties.

Rebates

Pensioner rebate 
To be eligible for a Pension Rebate, the ratepayer must be 
the holder of a current: Pensioner Concession card (issued 
by Centrelink or Department of Veterans Affairs), DVA Gold 
Card TPI – Totally and Permanently Incapacitated, or DVA 
Gold Card WW – War Widow.  Eligible pension cardholders 
receive up to 50% off their rates to a maximum of $223.80 
for the 2017/18 year.  A rebate of rates may only be 
claimed for your principal place of residence and only one 



rebate is granted per rating year. Applications for the current 
year may be received until 30 June 2018. Please present 
your card at any Shire office. Health Care Cards do not 
entitle you to a pension rebate.

Heritage rebate 
The Heritage Rebate recognises the cultural values of 
heritage properties on the Mornington Peninsula. 

Land sustainability rebate 
Offers a 25% rate rebate on the land (excluding house and 
curtilage) to reward landowners on properties of 2 hectares 
or larger, (who currently do not receive the Agricultural Rate) 
for undertaking environmentally sustainable improvements 
to their properties. 

State government fire services levy 
Local councils must collect the Fire Services Property 
Levy on behalf of the state government. There is a flat 
$107 charge for residential properties and $216 for other 
properties, as well as a charge based on the valuation 
of the property for all property types. Refer to the levy 
information on your 2017/18 Rates Notice. 

Electronic delivery 
Are you tired of receiving paper bills? Council now offers 
electronic delivery of rate notices either by Bpay View or email. 
Please refer to Council’s website for further information. 

Online payments 
The Shire’s ongoing commitment to customer service 
includes making our payments and services available 
online, 24hrs a day for our customers. Boat ramp 
permits, requests for copies of house plans, rates, animal 
registration renewal, landscaping your nature strip and 
many more services are now available online for your 
convenience. Simply head to the website and use the 
search bar, to find the service you are looking for. 

Are you having difficulty
paying your rates? 

If you feel you cannot make the payments by the due dates, 
please contact the Revenue Department immediately to 
discuss your situation. Mornington Peninsula Shire will 
consider all applications for assistance and may be able to 
offer alternative payment arrangements.



Rates in comparison
Rates and charges based on Mornington Peninsula Shire's 
median residential property value ($438,000)

How $1000 of your rates is spent
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$1133.58

$1430.55

$1694.94

$1718.93

$1737.83

$1762.70

$1794.88

$1839.29

$1899.34

Contact the shire
Mornington Peninsula Shire 
Private Bag 1000, Rosebud, Victoria, 3939 

 Customer Service: 1300 850 600 or 5950 1000 
 Revenue Department: 5950 1080 
 Valuation Office: 5950 1090 
 mornpen.vic.gov.au

Maintenance

Parks and Recreation

Infrastructure Management

Transportation, roads and footpaths

Shire Operations

Climate Change

Strategy and Planning

Public Health and Safety

Aged and Disability Services

Child, Youth and Family

Culture, Community and Events

Libraries

Economic Development
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 $28 
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 $11 

$1000
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