
Welcome 
Mornington Peninsula Friends Group Network acknowledges and pays respect to the elders, families and ancestors 
of the Bunurong people, who have been the custodians of this land for many thousands of years. We acknowledge 
that the land on which we work and volunteer is the place of age-old ceremonies, celebrations, initiation and renewal; 
and that the Bunurong peoples’ living culture continues to have a unique role in the life of this region.  

Hi everyone!  

I am so excited that spring is here. I have noticed that the Tea-tree in my garden are starting to bud, the grey fantails 

have arrived back to our bird bath and the Coast Beard-heath is just breaking into flower. What have you noticed as the 

seasons are changing? 

We are excited to be organising Friends Group ‘spring walk and talk’ sessions with local experts across a few of our 

iconic reserves. Look out for an invitation over the coming weeks with details.  

A reminder that the Shire’s grants are open for applications. Of the grants that are currently available, the Biolink 

Support Grant may be of interest to our network and  closes soon on the 12th of September. 

Cam Walls, who some of you may have met, was recently awarded a full-time position within the Natural Systems 

Team. Cam has stepped into Gerard Cooks previous role of ’Natural Systems Project Officer’. This position plays a 

crucial part in rolling out reserve infrastructure, delivering on-ground projects and assisting with community requests.  

For the third year, the Department of Environment, Land, Water, Planning (DELWP) are running the Victorian Nature 

Festival, which involves over 50 events and experiences, both online and in person across the State. To find out further 

information and to get involved, visit:  Victoria Nature Festival 2022 | Victorian Government (www.vic.gov.au)  

A reminder that this newsletter, along with previous newsletters can be found on the Shire’s Friends Group webpage 

and that any underlined text will take you to a linked webpage. As always, if you have any comments or stories to 

share, please get in contact.  

Thank you all for dedicating your time, energy and passion!                                                                                                                                                             

All the best, Hannah  

Looking back at the 2021/2022 financial year we 
certainly faced challenges. One year on and it is easy 
to forget that working bees were postponed for nearly 
three months due to the COVID-19 pandemic.   

Following the easing of restrictions, groups were 
ready to roll up their sleeves and still managed to 
undertake an amazing amount of work to help 
enhance and protect our precious bushland and 
foreshore reserves. 

Here are some of the statistics you all contributed too!  

Number of working bees: 321                                                                       
Number of volunteers at working bees: 1495                                                                           
Number of hours on ground: 3326                                                                           
Volunteer in-kind contribution @$45 p/h: $149 670                                                               
Number of Friends Groups supported: 60                                                                   
Number of Reserves Friends Groups volunteered in: 
58 

Last years statistics 

https://www.vic.gov.au/naturefestival
https://www.mornpen.vic.gov.au/Environment/Get-Involved/Friends-Groups-of-Bushland-and-Foreshore-Reserves


Our new group 
Article by: Sheridan from our Bushland Management Team  

The very first working bee for Pine Avenue Reserve in Mornington was held mid-August. We were excited to have 

started a brand-new Friends Group with lots of knowledgeable local residents, and we were blessed with beautiful, 

sunny weather. 

Pine Avenue Reserve is an off-leash dog park and is very popular with the local community. There is a central 

garden bed that has many beautiful, unique old River Red Gums. There is also a storm water depression that is 

favourable amongst ducks and frogs. One of our primary goals is to better protect this area and help local fauna 

flourish.  

We spent our first working bee planting 100 

plants in the central garden bed. We planted 

Poas and Lomandras, to help compliment 

the beautiful existing eucalypt canopy and 

some previously planted Sheoaks. All plants 

were staked and guarded, and we made 

sure to hammer in the stakes quite deep so 

that the plants are protected from dogs and 

foot traffic that might come through.  

We can see a lot of potential in this reserve, 
are we're really excited to watch it transform 
over the coming working bees. Pine Avenue volunteers and Shire staff at their first working bee  

The BioBlitz is a nature-based citizen science event run throughout September, encouraging people across greater 

Melbourne to record and share observations of their nature finds by uploading photos to the citizen science app 

iNaturalist. Add observations from your local reserve or daily walk to iNaturalist and contribute data to conservation 

and research. It is also a great chance to showcase the unique biodiversity of the Peninsula.  

iNaturalist is a free and easy to use app where you can record and share photo observations of local plants and 

animals and receive help with species identification.  

Not sure where to begin? 

If you’re a new user, you can attend the iNaturalist for Beginners online webinar this Thursday September 2, at 

7:00pm to learn the basics. For more information visit the Shires website:                                                             

Biodiversity Blitz 2022 - Mornington Peninsula Shire (mornpen.vic.gov.au) 

 
 
The BioBlitz runs from 1 – 30th of September. 

You can track the species recorded by the 

community throughout the BioBlitz by visiting the 

Shires project page on iNaturalist: 

https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/biodiversity-
blitz-2022-mornington-peninsula-shire 

Bioblitz 2022– has started! 

Photo courtesy of Mark Lethlean of a 
Powerful Owl in a Shire Bushland reserve. 

Arthropodium strictum,   
Chocolate lily 

https://planetark.org/newsroom/news/how-to-take-positive-action-on-the-state-of-the-environment-report?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Planet%20Ark%20News%20August%202022&utm_content=Planet%20Ark%20News%20August%202022+CID_9faa95660bc5a6cf65078b683d74135a&utm_s
https://www.mornpen.vic.gov.au/Events-Activities/Biodiversity-Blitz-2022
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/biodiversity-blitz-2022-mornington-peninsula-shire
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/biodiversity-blitz-2022-mornington-peninsula-shire


Spring is fast approaching, which means wildflowers, butterflies, and… Early Invader Weeds! 

What is an Early Invader Weed?                                                                                    

Mornington Peninsula Shire defines Early Invader Weeds as environmental weeds known only 

from a few locations on the peninsula, that would cause significant impacts to our biodiversity 

values if they were to become established and more widespread.  

How are Early Invader Weeds on the peninsula being managed?                                      

To address the threats posed by Early Invader Weeds, the Shire’s Bushland Management 

Teams will be undertaking works to actively monitor and treat infestations, with the objective to 

prevent the establishment of Early Invader Weeds and to slow their spread.  

Works under this program are driven by the framework developed by the WESI project, 

designed to guide public land managers using best-practice approach to their management.  

What species have been identified as Early Invader Weeds on the Mornington 

Peninsula?                                                                                                                            

There are five species that are the focus of this year’s program. They are:                                               

Chilean Needle Grass                                                                                                                                       

Serrated Tussock                                                                                                                                                 

Spiny Broom                                                                                                                                                         

Petite Liquorice and                                                                                                                                             

South African Weed Orchid. 

Four of the five species listed are known from very few locations on the peninsula, and 

feasibility tools indicate that they can be eradicated over the long-term, using careful treatment 

and regular monitoring. 

Due to its mechanism of spread, its highly viable seed, and its wide distribution across the 

peninsula, South African Weed Orchid will be monitored and treated in areas of high-

biodiversity value (e.g. areas where FFG or EPBC-listed orchid species may be impacted). 

I think I have spotted an Early Invader Weed – what’s next?                                                 

As tempting as it may be to quickly dig up and remove suspected Early Invader Weeds, this 

may be counterproductive and could unintentionally contribute to their spread by dispersing 

seed and vegetative material. Ensuring that plants and reproductive material are disposed of 

properly is key to the program’s success.  

There is also a risk of misidentification - several look-a–like indigenous species can be 

commonly mistaken. Some examples include the Rough Bush-pea (Pultenaea scabra), that 

may be mistaken for Spiny Broom, and Spear Grasses (Austrostipa spp.), that may be 

mistaken for Chilean Needle-grass.  

If you suspect you have discovered an Early Invader Weed, the best action to take is to leave 

the plant in-situ and report the sighting using the Mornington Peninsula Shire iNaturalist page 

or by getting in touch with your site coordinator, so they can enter a report.  

With alerts set for Early Invader Weed species on iNaturalist, suspected sightings can be 

promptly investigated, verified, and treated by the Shire Bushland Management Teams. And of 

course, you are welcome to get in touch with the Natural Systems Team to report suspected 

sightings or suspicious looking individuals.  

Finally, as a rule of thumb - “IF IN DOUBT, DON’T PULL IT OUT!” 

 

Early Invader Weeds on the Mornington Peninsula 

Spiny Broom 

Chilean Needle Grass 

Serrated Tussock 

South African Weed Orchid 

Petite Liquorice  



Tree planting  

Mal Legg, Ventia’s Bushland Crew 
and Shire Officers at Woods 
Bushland Reserve, reinforcing the 

importance of an old Manna Gum. 

Fauna training  
Did you know that our native Swamp Rat covers their nest every day to prevent snakes entering their den? Or 

that the female Blue Ant paralyses another insect or arachnid, only to then lay her eggs inside them to incubate? 

Or that the scratches you see on the bark of a tree could be evidence of a koala utilising the area?  

These are just a few interesting facts that we learnt at a recent fauna training session delivered by local ecologist 

Mal Legg.  

Over the coming month, the Natural Systems Team will be facilitating two-hour fauna training sessions to on-

ground contractors from various departments, with the aim to raise awareness of how our local wildlife interact 

with different surroundings. 

Shire contractors from multiple organisations work in a range of environments including bushland, parkland, and 
open-space reserves. Although wildlife may not always be seen, by providing these training sessions we can 

gain an understanding of what constitutes good habitat and the needs of our native fauna. This in turn helps to 

raise awareness and minimise the impacts that day-to-day works may unintentionally cause.  

What an incredible effort! As the planting 

season comes to an end, we can celebrate the 

enormous amount of work that was undertaken 

by volunteers across the Peninsula. 

From May to August, groups planted over 28 

000 indigenous tube stock to help improve 

biolinks across the peninsula, provide valuable 

habitat to local wildlife and transform degraded 

areas to productive ecosystems. Groups 

planted:  

Friends Groups- 12 565                                           

Landcare Groups (includes Mornington 

Peninsula Koala Conservation Group– 18 500 

This number does not take into account the 

many grants, plant give aways and efforts 

undertaken by committed landholders on 

private properties. 

Congratulations on this amazing achievement. 

Over the coming months, you can enjoy watching the plants grow.  

National Tree day planting events in July!  

Top: volunteers at Hastings Foreshore Reserve                                                                        

Bottom: volunteers at Sunshine Creek 



Rare Rakali recently sighted 
The Rakali (or water rat) occupies a unique niche within south-east 

Australia’s water systems, being the only amphibious or semiaquatic 

species (feeding largely underwater but living on land). It has partially 

webbed hind legs and waterproof fur - more akin to platypus or otters in 

lifestyle than the land rats which they have previously been confused 

with.                                                                                                                                                                  

It also has a remarkable array of sensory whiskers on its head, which it 

uses to forage underwater at night; clearly distinguishing it from the 

terrestrial invasive rats. They are quite large (found up to 70 cm, 

including tail) and weighing just over a kilogram. They have a 

distinguishable orange to white belly, and dark tail with a white tip.                                               

During recent pest animal control works, we were very excited to have 

received this image of a Rakali that apparently couldn’t resist the smell of peanut butter and oats, which are a tasty 

lure used during trapping programs.                                               

Unlike the populations that are commonly seen on the Yarra River, our local Rakali are rarely encountered, due to the 

much smaller range of suitable habitat available compared to their city dwelling cousins.   

The contractor working on site confirmed that the Rakali was unharmed and was safely released at the same 

location.                                                  

Pest animal management programs are undertaken in Shire managed bushland reserves where biodiversity values 

are highest, and where programs will be most effective in reducing pest animal numbers over the long term. The 

primary aim of this program is to protect threatened species. Some of the threatened species we are working to 

protect include: Southern Brown Bandicoot, White-footed Dunnart, Dusky and Agile Antechinus, Swamp Skink,                                                                                                                                                  

Australasian Bittern and we can now confidently include the Rakali on this list!                                                                                               

We also work with the surrounding land managers, a collaborative efforts result in greater outcomes for biodiversity. 

Information on the Rakali was sourced from: Rakali - water rat - Healthy Rivers (dwer.wa.gov.au)  

As we transition into spring, the Natural Systems Team is excited to 

begin carrying out population monitoring of the peninsulas threatened 

orchid species. 

We work closely with local volunteers, the Australasian Native Orchid 

Society (ANOS), Committees of Management and DELWP to conduct 

the monitoring. Monitoring usually involves counting each species, 

followed by recording how many plants are producing flowers and have 

set seed.  

Unfortunately, most of these orchids are either listed as threatened on a 

Federal or State level, but through specific habitat management and 

conservation efforts and we have seen certain species thrive. 

With such a wet season, we are hoping for another great year. 

Orchid monitoring  

Top left: Coast Helmet Orchid                                                                       

Top right: Purple Donkey Orchid                                                                       

Bottom left: Danielle measuring the leaf size on the Frankston Spider Orchid                                                 

Bottom right: Leafy Greenhood 

 

Rakali (Hydromys chrysogaster) found within a  

trap at Chinamans Creek.                                           

Photo by Stacey Brindley 

https://rivers.dwer.wa.gov.au/species/hydromys-chrysogaster/


The power of regenerative landscapes to negate 

Climate Change  Article by volunteer Ann Scholes 

 I have decided that, for the future, I will substantially focus my climate change 

action on the potential power of regenerative landscapes to reverse this 

process. To this end, I wish to inspire and collaborate with others, particularly 

young people. In addition, I will continue trialling regenerative practices in my 

own garden.  

While there are multiple books on the regeneration of landscapes and the 

natural harnessing and storage of carbon in terrestrial ecosystems, the two 

books which I have read are The call of the Reed Warbler by Charles Massy 

and For the Love of soils: Strategies to Regenerate our Food Production 

Systems, by Nicole Masters.                                                                               

As an insight into these books, I have put together a few quotes. 

Massy states that “Modern grassland ecosystems are a potential carbon sink” 

and that the “great work of natural grasslands in the last forty million years has 

been undone by human exploitation of soils and fossil fuels”.   

He goes on to state that regenerative agriculture is the “quickest and most 

efficient way of pulling carbon dioxide out of the atmosphere and storing 

carbon” and that “In turn this has enormous potential to address issues such as 

global warming and climate disruption”. 

Massy also, refers to the 2009 Wentworth scientists’ paper, “Optimising Carbon in the Australian Landscape,” which 

states that “at a global scale, a fifteen per cent increase in the world’s terrestrial carbon stock would remove the 

equivalent of all the carbon pollution emitted from fossil fuels since the beginning of the industrial revolution.”  

While this quote is not current, the implication is very clear and its potential highly exciting. 

Having read Nicole Master’s book, I felt better equipped to make biological adjustments to my citrus and, perennial-herb 

garden. My experiment involved injecting worm juice into hard, shallow and wormless soils. I then added mushroom 

compost, vermicast from my worm farm, followed by Eucy mulch.   

These natural components included large quantities of fungi which, in conjunction with plants, help create balanced and 

open soils with minerals, worms, insects, micro-animals, viruses and bacteria. They play a crucial part in the uptake of 

carbon and the absorption of water. To aid continuing function of the fungi, it is important to minimise digging in this area.  

In my front and rear garden many juncus species have emerged from the natural seedbed. These species, along with 

planted Banksia marginata do not – I now know - have a mutual relationship with the Mycorrhizal Fungi which, according 

to Masters, benefit nutrient uptake in over 90% of plants. Perhaps this was one of the reasons why I lost three Banksia 

marginata last summer? Regardless, remaining banksias have been treated with eucy mulch to cool their roots and a 

range of deep-rooted perennial ground-flora, including indigenous grasses have been added. If plant health is any guide, 

it seems that this treatment has helped nutrient uptake via surface Proteoid roots. Furthermore, the successful planting 

will help maximise photosynthesis. 

Finally, after reading these books, I have excluded all herbicides, fungicides, and fertilizers from usage in my garden; I 

will enjoy life’s natural cycles which often have the power to self-heal.  Some of you may like to research Quorum 

Sensing?    

Enough of my garden adventures. I hope that this information inspires you to undertake exploration in home gardens or 

the natural world.  Good luck, Ann Scholes 


