
Welcome 
Mornington Peninsula Friends Group Network acknowledges and pays respect to the elders, families and 
ancestors of the Bunurong people, who have been the custodians of this land for many thousands of years. 
We acknowledge that the land on which we work and volunteer is the place of age-old ceremonies, 
celebrations, initiation and renewal; and that the Bunurong peoples’ living culture continues to have a 
unique role in the life of this region.  

Hi all, 

Many groups are starting to wind down for the year and are enjoying their end of year celebrations. Take the 

opportunity to reflect on the hard work your group has achieved over the last 12 months.                                         

What are your groups success stories for 2022? Was there something that went really well? Or perhaps there was 

something that didn’t quite go to plan? Now is a perfect time to reflect and start planning what your groups goals are 

for the coming year. Your site coordinator, Danielle or I are always around to provide you guidance and advice. 

Many of you have now heard that Simon Thorning, Natural Systems Team Leader has made the decision to move on 

from the Shire and begin his next endeavour. Simon has played an instrumental role in developing the Natural 

Systems Team over the past 23 years and has actively supported community, Friends and Landcare Groups during 

this period. On behalf of the Friends Group Network, 

we thank Simon for his dedication to protecting the 

peninsulas biodiversity values and wish him all the 

best.                                                                                               

Last week we held the final ‘spring walk and talk’ 

event for our Friends and Landcare groups. Thank 

you to those who joined us for these events - even in 

the pouring rain! I always learn an incredible amount, 

and love hearing other people’s perspectives and 

their interactions with nature.  

Congratulations to the Friends Groups who recently 

received a Shire Biolinks Support Grant or a 

Victorian Landcare Grant. An enormous amount of 

time goes into these applications – good luck with 

your projects!  

As the weather starts to warm, a 

reminder to please bring along a 

water bottle, hat, wear a long 

sleeve shirt and be mindful of your 

body’s capacity to undertake works 

outdoors during warmer weather. 

While we may slow down, insects 

including ants and reptiles are 

more active in the warmer months.  

Thank you for the energy and 

passion each of you bring to the 

Friends Group Network! Enjoy your 

well deserved summer break. 

All the best, 

Hannah  

Morning tea after an extremely wet walk at Woods Reserve, Tuerong. 

Luckily the rain eased just in time for a cuppa. 

Spring walk at Jacks Beach, Bittern, led by Anthony from the Shire’s Bushland Management 

Team. 



Article by Danielle Suffern, Bushland Management Team 

Hi Friends, 

We have been extremely busy trying to keep on top of the weeds in reserves this past spring. The weather has been 

against us (do I mention the rain?), they just keep growing! I’m sure everyone is finding the same, trying to keep up 

with your own garden. On the other hand, the recent plantings are getting a good soak! 

Over the last few months, we have been sending out maps to Friends Groups showing where and what our 

Bushland Management Team will be tackling for the remainder of the 2022-2023 financial year across the reserve. 

(Please note you may not have received a map if we don’t undertake regular maintenance in the reserve, or if we 

undertake one-off visits).  

You will find on the map’s legend, references to groupings of environmental weeds including ground flora, woody 

and scrambling weeds. This grouping system lets us know what to target during a reserve visit.  

Ground flora weeds are herbaceous or grassy weeds that do not have a woody or scrambling habit. They are 

usually our main focus during the spring months. Examples include Sweet Vernal Grass, Panic Veldt Grass, White 

Arum-lily, Forget-me-not and Watsonia. 

Scrambling weeds have a scrambling and climbing habit – think canes and vines. We target these at different times 

of the year depending on the weeds lifecycle and try to treat it before or when they are flowering. Examples include 

Blackberry, Cape and English Ivy, Asparagus Fern, Bridal Creeper and Rambling Dock.  

Woody weeds have a woody growth habit – think shrubs and trees. We usually avoided treating large woody weeds 

in spring, as fauna may rely on the habitat woody weeds provide during key breeding season. Examples include 

Pittosporum, Polygala, Boneseed, Mirror bush and Karamu. 

As always, weed management is not black and white, and every reserve is different. When undertaking weed 

management works, we are always mindful that the removal of any type of vegetation may have an impact on our 

native fauna. Therefore, ensuring works are well planned is the key to success! 

Please get in touch with your site coordinator, or myself if you have any reserve management questions. 

From our Bushland Management team 

Friends of Stringer Road 

Reserve, braved the stormy 

weather! 

Students from St Joseph’s Primary 

school, Sorrento propagated local 

indigenous plants, then were keen 

to assisted the Friends Group 

along St Johns Wood Road to 

plant them in the ground. 

The local Dolphin Research 

Institute facilitates a ‘I sea, I 

care’ program for grade 5 

and 6 students. Each year 

we support their programs 

by running walk and talk  

and weeding sessions with 

the students. 

https://planetark.org/newsroom/news/how-to-take-positive-action-on-the-state-of-the-environment-report?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Planet%20Ark%20News%20August%202022&utm_content=Planet%20Ark%20News%20August%202022+CID_9faa95660bc5a6cf65078b683d74135a&utm_s


Meet the Friends of Banksia Square 
Tucked away in the residential streets of Somers is Banksia Square Reserve - a small, but very diverse patch of 

bushland that the group have been restoring for the last 13 years. Once covered in large old pine trees and 

environmental weeds, it now boasts many wildflowers, an array of grasses, herbs, and a canopy of indigenous 

Eucalyptus that one day, will attract the resident Somers koalas. 

Last month, Danielle and I were delighted to go for a wonder around the reserve, Jeff the volunteer Friends Group 

coordinator provided this history and the groups story.                                                                                               

Contribution below from Jeff…. 

Some concerned locals near Banksia Square 

decided to informally commence clearing away 

the weeds, Blackberries and non-native shrubs 

to make the square more attractive and user 

friendly. Pat, Mike and Rosemary were the 

driving force. Finish quotation marks? 

Two of the members, spoke to the Council to 

instigate the forming of an official Friends 

Group. It was formally recognised by letter on 

July 5 2009. 

Initially, the small group grew to about 12 and 

met once a month to make the square more 

attractive to locals and was a chance to catch 

up with neighbours. In 2010, the Council 

removed the Pine trees. This made a huge 

difference, opening up the space and allowed 

more room for planting and weeding.    

Over the years, walkways were created with 

mulch and tree branches for edging, with picnic 

tables and a seat also installed. The community 

could then enjoy the local grasses, flowers, 

trees and wildlife, particularly birds and koalas. 

Members have changed over the time. Some moved away, and some no longer capable of weeding. The group even 

dwindled to only two active members. However, we have been successful attracting new members in the last year or 

two, with others expressing an interest to get involved- which is great. 

Along with the usual weeding, our biggest challenge has been reducing the bracken which dominated the reserve. 

Each time we clear a little area, natives appear, particularly Banksias, which is tremendous. Each working bee varies, 

depending on the season– currently we are getting on top of the spring weeds, particularly grasses. It is surprising just 

how much can be achieved in a two-hour period by a handful of volunteers.  

New volunteers can expect coffee and cake at the end of the working bee, so we can learn about each other and 

reinforce that the work we do helps maintain and improve the square. It is important to our group that the community 

can use the reserve and appreciate the local flora and fauna. In recent years more young families are taking advantage 

of the square and let their kids play and even enjoy a picnic lunch. This is what we love to see. 

Most of the group are of the older generation so we hope to attract younger locals who have recently taken up 

residence in Somers to continue this work into the future. It is such a great feature of the area, and the group are pretty 

passionate about keeping it in great condition to encourage both plants and animals to thrive.        

Volunteer Jeff and Emily (past employee with the Shire’s Bushland 

Management Team). 

Banksia Square Reserve, diverse grasses and herb-rich understory. 



Bandicoots spreading across the Southern Peninsula 
Article and picture provided by Parks Victoria– Southern Peninsula Rangers 

We have exciting news - Long-nosed Bandicoots (Perameles nasuta) are dispersing through the Mornington Peninsula 

National Park coastal dunes! 

Parks Victoria's tri-annual camera monitoring program, Signs of Healthy Parks, aims to detect small mammals, 

including the Long-nosed Bandicoot, in Point Nepean and Mornington Peninsula National Parks and map population 

trends over time. Since the program began in 2011, Long-nosed Bandicoots have been sighted in both these 

parks. Between April and August this year (2022), 33 cameras between Point Nepean and Rye evidenced Long-

nosed Bandicoots, meaning they've dispersed over 10 km to the south-east! This is the only recently documented 

population of Long-nosed Bandicoots on the southern Mornington Peninsula. 

Bandicoots are soil engineers and contribute significantly to the health of an ecosystem. While nosing for grubs and 

truffles their conical diggings aerate soil, cycle nutrients and create depressions for organic matter to accumulate and 

seeds to germinate.  

Bandicoots were evidenced in both Coastal Alkaline Scrub and Coastal Heathland Scrub (the two main vegetation 

classes across the southern Peninsula), and were found in both poor and good habitat (in terms of weed 

abundance). La Niña may have had the biggest influence on their breeding success and therefore dispersal into areas 

of the park unoccupied by the species since 2011 (and possibly earlier). The milder climate has resulted in strong 

vegetation growth and an abundance of insects, which provides ample food for small mammals. 

Parks Victoria first detected the eastward dispersal of Bandicoots at the start of 2021 after a series of track-side 

diggings appeared in Blairgowrie. In conjunction with diggings, a number of deceased Bandicoots were found. Parks 

Victoria have logged and mapped personally sighted deceased individuals, and those reported via volunteers 

and iNaturalist. Six bodies have also been necropsied - the cause of death for all confirmed fox or cat predation.  

This year's camera monitoring program confirmed cats are being allowed to wander on the southern peninsula. While 

cats are wonderful companion animals, they should never be allowed to wander freely - not only are they at risk of 

being hit by cars or attacked by foxes, they are a major cause of decline for critical weight range mammals and small 

birds and can transmit infectious diseases, including toxoplasmosis. This parasite is transmitted to wildlife (and 

humans) through cat faeces and proves fatal for many small mammals. The Mornington Peninsula Shire has a 24 hour 

cat curfew in place. 

The eastward dispersal of Long-nosed Bandicoots through the camera program and our tracking of deceased 

individuals, has helped Parks Victoria's Southern Peninsula team to secure three years of federal funding to run a 

targeted fox and cat program through Sorrento, Blairgowrie and 

west Rye. This program will supplement an existing annual pest 

control program occurring in other areas of Mornington Peninsula 

National Park to create a continuous corridor of fox and cat-

controlled coast between London Bridge and Fingal.  

To help protect Bandicoots on the Peninsula you can: 

• Report all wildlife sightings (alive or deceased) 

through iNaturalist - Parks Victoria monitor this platform often 

• Plant indigenous vegetation on your property to provide critical 

wildlife habitat. 

• Obey Cat and dog regulations. 
Long-nosed Bandicoot caught on camera within the 

Mornington Peninsula National Park 

https://theconversation.com/one-little-bandicoot-can-dig-up-an-elephants-worth-of-soil-a-year-and-our-ecosystem-loves-it-132266
https://www.inaturalist.org/
https://www.dcceew.gov.au/environment/invasive-species/feral-animals-australia/feral-cats#:~:text=Feral%20cats%20threaten%20the%20survival,%2C%20bandicoot%2C%20bettong%20and%20numbat.
https://www.dcceew.gov.au/environment/invasive-species/feral-animals-australia/feral-cats#:~:text=Feral%20cats%20threaten%20the%20survival,%2C%20bandicoot%2C%20bettong%20and%20numbat.
https://www.mornpen.vic.gov.au/Your-Property/Animals-Pets/Pest-Nuisance-Animals/Wandering-Cats
https://www.mornpen.vic.gov.au/Your-Property/Animals-Pets/Pest-Nuisance-Animals/Wandering-Cats
https://www.inaturalist.org/


The Shire’s Early Invader Weed (EIW) program is off to a strong 

start. In October, officers from the Natural Systems Team 

delivered presentations to Shire bushland, mowing and parks 

maintenance contractors about the EIW program objectives, with 

a focus on species identification.  

The commitment to protect our biodiversity values from those in 

the audience was clear at each session - insightful questions 

were asked about the impacts that EIWs can have on our local 

biodiversity values, and what steps are required if EIWs are 

encountered during works to minimise their spread.  

In fact, it was at one of these sessions when information about 

Petite Liquorice was being presented, where some members of 

the audience exclaimed that they were certain there was a small 

population in Sorrento that had been previously encountered 

during daily works.  

Sure enough, once ground-truthed, we were able to confirm that 

the species on-site was in fact Petite Liquorice, and responsive measures were put into place immediately to contain 

and treat the population. Due to the very early stages of invasion of Petite Liquorice in Victoria, staff at the National 

Herbarium at the Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria were interested in a sample of this population for archiving – and 

(very well sealed) samples were express-posted to them for adding to the herbarium’s collection. 

This occurrence was an early success story that helped to reflect the EIW program’s effectiveness and the benefits of 

building capacity and sharing knowledge. We are proud to report that the entire population at this location was 

removed, and subsequent monitoring of the site is in place to treat any new individuals if they germinate.  A big thank 

you to all our on-ground staff who have responded with enthusiasm to this program and have worked together to 

keep an eye out for EIWs on the peninsula.  

In action! The Early Invader Weed program 

The Bushland Management Team removing Petite 

Liquorice from a recently located site. 

We've developed a draft Dogs in Public Places Policy and would like our community – both dog owners and everyone 
else – to give their feedback. 
Many have told us the current guidelines are confusing, with inconsistent dog controls and signage.  
Through this new policy we are simplifying the regulations and making things consistent and easy to understand. 
 
The Policy provides a consistent approach to how we assess suitability of areas where dogs can be leash free (with 
their owners and under effective control) and where they can't go (dog prohibited areas). 
Managing dogs in public spaces and encouraging responsible pet ownership is important in protecting community 
amenity, safety and the local environment.  
 

The draft Dogs in Public Places Policy helps us balance the needs of 
dog owners, with the needs of the rest of our community. 
  
To provide feedback 
 
Community consultation is currently open and closes 9 December.  
View the draft Policy and provide your feedback online here. 
 
If you have any questions or want to learn more about this project, 
contact: DogsPolicy@mornpenvic.gov.au  

Have your say - Dogs in Public Places Policy 

https://shape.mornpen.vic.gov.au/dogs-policy?mc_cid=9b18666ded&mc_eid=UNIQID
mailto:DogsPolicy@mornpenvic.gov.au


Calling all froggers! 

With all this water around, are you hearing 
croaking in your local area? If so, be sure to 
record those calls on the Melbourne Water 
Frog Census app. November and December 
are key monitoring months for the Frog 
Census program.  

The Melbourne Water website has great 
information on how to make frog habitat in 
your garden, guides to finding frogs and 
ways you can get involved on the Frog 
Census app: 

Count frogs for Frog Census | Melbourne 
Water 

Would you like to become a frog monitor, but 
don’t know where to start? Look no further 
than the Frogging101 video playlist. Learn 
the basics of finding and recording frogs in 
your local area to help track the wider health 
of our wetlands and waterways. 

Frogging 101 - YouTube Agriculture Victoria website has great descriptions of our native and 
introduced frog species around Australia, Visit: Native frog or exotic toad? | 
Cane toad | Priority pest animals | Pest animals | Biosecurity | Agriculture 
Victoria  

Orchid monitoring 

Volunteer collecting skewers at the Purple Diurus site. 

Purple Diurus 

We have had another great year monitoring our threatened orchid species!  

Each year, members of our team meet up with volunteers from the Australian 

Native Orchid Society to survey several flora species located across the Peninsula.   

One of the species we have been monitoring for several years is the Purple Diurus 

(Diurus punctata), listed under the Flora and Fauna Act.   

To count the number of plants, we very carefully walk through the site in lines, and 

place a skewer next to the plant. We then collect and count the skewers. As you 

can imagine these orchids and the surrounding diverse grasslands are very 

delicate– if only we could 

hover. 

Last year, we counted 255 

individual plants at one of 

the known sites, this year 

we counted 316 individual 

plants. A great outcome!  

https://www.melbournewater.com.au/water-data-and-education/get-involved/be-citizen-scientist/frog-census
https://www.melbournewater.com.au/water-data-and-education/get-involved/be-citizen-scientist/frog-census
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL1zDcvEb76G7yua_x34-XK8db7v5N16Oq
https://agriculture.vic.gov.au/biosecurity/pest-animals/priority-pest-animals/cane-toad/native-frog-or-exotic-toad
https://agriculture.vic.gov.au/biosecurity/pest-animals/priority-pest-animals/cane-toad/native-frog-or-exotic-toad
https://agriculture.vic.gov.au/biosecurity/pest-animals/priority-pest-animals/cane-toad/native-frog-or-exotic-toad
https://www.environment.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0022/32656/Purple_Diuris_Diuris_punctata_var._punctata.pdf

