
A polite reminder to everyone to be patient with the current lockdown restrictions. I know it has been a long haul and 
you have all been extremely patient so far. We are all desperately wanting to get out, meet on site and recommence 
our working bees; but it is vital we remain in line with the Victorian State Guidelines.  

We ask kindly; that you please refrain from trying to organise on site meet ups of any kind- specifically with the 
Natural Systems and Naturelinks Team Members. Our current working permits are valid for essential work only and 
at this time which means we are not able to meet with you on site. Remember, we are all in this together, and need to 
try and keep everyone safe as we navigate the road forward. We are closely monitoring the updates and will be 
happy to meet you on site when we are allowed. 

Of course if you have concerns about the beautiful patches of bushland you care so much about- please just let us 
know. We are always happy to chat over the phone or through an online meeting. We are working closely with our 
Bushland Management Team to ensure we are keeping our bushland maintenance programs running smoothly and 
providing further assistance to groups where we can.  

After the governments proposed roadmap was announced; it is likely that we will not be able to permit working bees 
of any kind until we have reach Phase B of the National Plan for metropolitan Melbourne. We will continue to keep 
you all updated and well informed as we move forward. We want everyone to remain safe and compliant as we do 
our upmost to ensure we smoothly transition out of lockdown under these recommended guidelines. 

Covid 19 update: Where do our volunteers fit? 

 
 

Author: Elley Thomasï (Natural Systems Volunteer Officer) 
 

I am very excited to be a part of the wonderful team here at Mornington Peninsula 
Shire and I am equally as thrilled to assist you all in the wonderful work that you are 
completing across the Peninsula. Just like all of you- I share a love and passion for all 
things environment and volunteering! A bit about meé I grew up on a farm in a small 
rural community, near the Murray River in Northern Victoria, before setting off to travel 
overseas to work/volunteer for about a year and a half. I then ending up relocating to 
Melbourne to complete my Bachelor Degree in Environmental Science (Wildlife and 
Conservation Biology) and I have been here ever since! I have had quite a diverse 
range of roles working in areas such as Bush-crew and hands on environmental 
services, pest plant and animal management, technical science, land management, 
research and surveying, environmental education, consulting and now find myself 
moving into Local Government. I have been lucky enough to work across Victoria in the 
environmental field and have gotten to know many areas quite well across Greater 
Melbourne and Geelong/Bellarine peninsula. I am excited to learn more about the richly 
unique environment down here in the peninsula and impart any useful knowledge I have 
picked up over the years where I can. Additionally, I wanted you all to know I have held (and still do hold) a number of 
volunteer roles myself- and understand that although they are so very rewarding there can also be challenges and 
experiences that pop up- such as COVID19. So please donôt hesitate to give me a call and discuss any queries, 
concerns, ideas or even if you just need someone to share a cuppa with over the phone- Iôll be here (with my lovely 
doggo Sunni by my side as I work from homeï she clearly hates the camera!). Please take care and hopefully I see 
you all VERY soon! - Elle 

Sunni soaking up the September sun! 

R U OK? Our mental wellbeing is important! 
This is a really difficult time for our volunteers; and even our workers right now. There is so much happening in the 
world and it is perfectly normal to feel isolated, overwhelmed and experience low moods. Some signs to recognise, 
within yourself or others, is; feeling a little distant, quieter or withdrawn, irraitable, fatigued or generally not behaving 
like usual. If you yourself are struggling, or you see a friend or family member not coping, please use the tools/links 
provided below to assist you in feeling confident enough to reach out, speak up, or improve your knowledge 
surrounding mental health. Please remember its okay not to feel okay and we are always here to chat!  

¶ What are the signs & symptoms? ¶ Maintaining good mental health ¶ Activities for a specific response type 

¶ How can I help myself?  ¶ A guide to self care ¶ Working from home 

¶ How can I help others during lockdown? ¶ How is mental health being addressed? ¶ List of Helplines  

Welcome to our SPRING newsletter edition! 

https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/victorias-restriction-levels-covid-19
https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/202102/Essential%20Workers%20and%20Essential%20Providers%20List_2.pdf
https://www.premier.vic.gov.au/victorias-roadmap-delivering-national-plan
https://www.australia.gov.au/
https://www.beyondblue.org.au/The-facTs/depression/signs-and-symptoms?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIyJLliNmM8wIVh30rCh19dQ7tEAAYAiAAEgIqgfD_BwE
https://www.healthdirect.gov.au/good-mental-health
https://www.abc.net.au/everyday/things-to-do-help-mental-health-during-covid-lockdown/100388366
https://www.relationshipsvictoria.com.au/resources/tip-sheets/COVID19-Resources/Self-Care/
https://lifeinmind.org.au/research/self-care
https://www.blackdoginstitute.org.au/news/working-from-home-a-checklist-to-support-your-mental-health-during-coronavirus/
https://www.ruok.org.au/how-to-ask
https://www.health.gov.au/health-topics/mental-health-and-suicide-prevention/what-were-doing-about-mental-health
https://www.healthdirect.gov.au/mental-health-helplines


From our Bushland Management Team! 
Article: Tess Grahamï (Crew Leaderï Naturelinks Landscape Management) 

Spring is well and truly underway in our beautiful bushland and coastal reserves, the Acaciaôs are flowering and 
blessing us all with hay fever and their beautiful scents. A selection of our wildflowers are blooming for the first time 
this year; and if youôre lucky you may even see some Orchids flowering. Many of you are fortunate enough to walk 
the tracks of the reserves you help look after on a daily or weekly basis- though I am sure youôre craving some more 
intimate and meaningful work in the form of working bees. We miss you and your passion terribly, though as a team, 
we are doing our best to preserve your hard work through these tough times. We know that before long we will all be 
reunited and have wonderful chats about the fantastic flora and fauna youôve seen in our time apart.  

In the time between lockdowns, we had National Tree Day and a few groups managed to get some plants in. 

Our team are monitoring the progress of the plants, it will be great to check them out when working bees return. 
Please do not hesitate to contact your working bee supervisor if you have a query about works happening in your 
reserves and we will do our best to accommodate you. We look forward to catching up soon. 

Kindest regards -  The Mornington Peninsula Bushland team. 

How to report a problem 
The Shire has various methods to easily raise a service request, ask a question or provide 
feedback. Remember to provide as much detail as possible when asking questions or 
reporting an issue/concern you have observed. The most simple, convenient and efficient 
ways to communicate with the shire are listed below: 

1) ñSend Snap Solveò. This is an easy to use free App for your phone. It enables you to 
add a photo, select your location, select the incident type, and add any additional notes. 
Very handy when you are out and about. 

2) Call - 1300 850 600 to speak to a customer service staff member 24hrs a day. 

3)  Visit the Shire website - https://www.mornpen.vic.gov.au/Contact-Us/Report-A-Problem 

4) Email: customerservice@mornpen.vic.gov.au  

What happens to the service request? 

The Shire has an internal portal which records all requests, and logs activity. Depending on 
what category is selected, the request will either go directly to Shire contractors on ground who 
will respond to the concern, or it will go to the relevant Shire team.  

Most maintenance, tree and infrastructure related requests will go directly to the contractor. Our 
contractors and Shire officers have 10 working days to make contact with the customer. All 
cases are dealt with on an individual basis and some may take longer to resolve than others. 

Always make note of your reference number for easy follow up and remember to be patient as 
your request is being processed. 

tǊƻ ¢ƛǇΥ Only report one 

issue, and one location, 

per submission. This 

makes it easier to process 

your requests, and provide 

you with updates.  

   

¢ƘŜ ΨƭƻŎŀƭΩ ¢ȅŀōō Yƻŀƭŀ ǎƳƛƭƛƴƎ ƘŀǇǇƛƭȅ ŦƻǊ ƛǘǎ 
ǇƘƻǘƻ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘŀƪŜƴΦ όCǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƻŦ .ŜŜƪ .ŜŜƪ wŜǎŜǊǾŜΣ нлнмύ 

¢ƘŜ /ƘƛƴŀƳŀƴǎ /ǊŜŜƪ ǘŜŀƳ ǇƭŀƴǝƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŘǳƴŜ 
ŦƻǊŜǎƘƻǊŜ-wƻǎŜōǳŘΦ ό¢Ŝǎǎ DǊŀƘŀƳΣ нлнмύ 

¢ȅŀōō  tǊƛƳŀǊȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ƛƴ 
hƭƛǾŜǊ {ǘǊŜŜǘ wŜǎŜǊǾŜΦ ό¢Ŝǎǎ DǊŀƘŀƳΣ нлнмύ 

https://treeday.planetark.org/about/
https://www.mornpen.vic.gov.au/Contact-Us/Report-A-Problem
https://www.snapsendsolve.com/
https://www.mornpen.vic.gov.au/Contact-Us/Report-A-Problem


From our Coastal Planning Team! 
Article: Hayden Forrestï (Coastal Plannerï Coastal Planning-Infrastructure) 

Council recently formed the position to oppose Parks Victoriaôs plans to demolish the inner 180 m portion of the 
historic Flinders Pier. The pier is a special place on the Mornington Peninsula and is valued for historical, social, 
aesthetic and environmental reasons. The local community have done a tremendous amount of work gaining support 
to save the pier with an online petition receiving over 30,000 signatures (available here if you wish to join the 
campaign). The campaign has been featuring in major news papers and on television as well as, last but certainly 
not least, obtaining a hand written letter of support from Sir David Attenborough. Council will continue to advocate to 
the State Government to have the pier and its values protected.  

For more information on Parks Victoriaôs plans- please refer to their project page here: Flinders Pier Redevelopment 
Project  

Port Phillip Bay- Beach Cleaning Trial 
The Mornington Peninsula Shire has commenced a beach cleaning trial that uses hand collection methods instead 
of machine cleaning. The trial affects approximately 3kms of coast along Port Phillip Bay beaches. The aim of the 
trial is to determine if there are environmental benefits from changing to hand cleaning, while continuing to meet 
community needs and expectations. Two reasons for the trial are listed below: 

¶ Organic matter including seaweed stays in the coastal environment. Seaweed is a natural occurrence and a 
valuable part of the marine and coastal ecosystem. It provides nutrients for vegetation development, migratory 
birds and small organisms that keep our coastlines healthy and thriving. Seaweed can also stabilise beaches 
and may reduce erosion. 

¶ Less organic matter is taken to landfill. Hand cleaning allows us to separate waste from organic matter (i.e. 
seaweed). Currently 85% of what the mechanical beach cleaner collects is organic matter. Organic matter 
releases lots of greenhouse gases when it breaks down in a landfill which contribute to climate change. By 
reducing organic matter going to landfill we are lowering our greenhouse gas emissions and taking another step 
toward carbon neutrality by 2040 as per Councilôs Climate Emergency Plan.  

If you have any further questions for the coastal team or wish to know more on these projectsï please reach out. 

Flinders Pier Advocacy 

²ŜŜŘȅ {ŜŀŘǊŀƎƻƴ Phyllopteryx taeniolatus 
ό!ƭŀƳȅ όŀōŎύΣ нлнмύ 

https://www.change.org/p/victorian-state-government-save-the-historic-flinders-pier-home-of-the-weedy-sea-dragon
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-07-08/victoria-flinders-pier-david-attenborough-save-wooden-jetty/100276794
https://www.biography.com/personality/david-attenborough
https://www.parks.vic.gov.au/projects/flinders-jetty---timber-inner-section-removal
https://www.parks.vic.gov.au/projects/flinders-jetty---timber-inner-section-removal
https://www.visitmorningtonpeninsula.org/PlacesToGo/Beaches,PiersJetties/PortPhillipBeaches.aspx
https://www.mornpen.vic.gov.au/About-Us/Strategies-Plans-Policies/Strategy-Plan-Listing/Climate-Emergency-Plan


Frankston Spider Orchid Monitoring Caladonia Robinsonii 
The Natural Systems team have been busy preparing for the annual monitoring program put in place to record the 
locally found Frankston Spider Orchid Caladonia Robinsonii. At the beginning of the month the team worked with 
Naturelinks to investigate previously marked plots of known populations. Various techniques/methods are used 
when undertaking this monitoring process. This includes; species specific identification (inspection often through a 
magnifying lens to determine presence of microscopic hairs), the counting of known and emerging individuals (often 
categorised by a single leaf stem in relation to a directional marker), any flower spikes, any damage to the leaves, 
length and width measurements. Finally, we undertake further preservation of the plots by manually removing any 
strangling vegetation to encourage population/individual growth. Unfortunately due to the significance, and sensitive 
nature, of this species we cant share the location of where we conduct the monitoring programs- but we can tell you 
that this season there are many new individuals observed and we are excited to follow this initial survey up in 
October to determine the progress of individuals and plots. Reach out if you would like updates! 

Biodiversity Month: Spring has sprung! 
Although September is technically classified as óBiodiversity Monthô, I think we do a wonderful job of placing a high 
emphasis on biodiversity across the peninsula every month! Australia has such a diverse range of landscapes and 
we are so lucky to live, work and volunteer in such a beautiful and unique part of it. There are so many ways we 
can contribute to improving biodiversity in our shire. For our volunteers, this could be through using apps such as 
inaturalist, researching local plans/policies such as the Biodiversity Conservation Plan 2019, getting on board with 
initiatives such as Gardens for Wildlife, Conservation Land Rate and so much more!  

If you would like to watch his interesting video and learn more please follow this link: Woods Bushland Reserveï 
Web of Life 

Invertebrate Monitoring at Woods Bushland Reserve 

   

A previously recorded flowering individual from 

the monitoring program όat{-b{Σ нлмфύ 
The team post monitoring- enjoying the wildflowers on site ό5ŀƴƛŜƭƭŜ {ǳũŜǊƴΣ 
нлнмύ 

An example of one of the plots and direction 

markers for individuals (at{-b{Σ нлнлύ 

An Australian Painted Lady recorded όwΦ{ǘŀƴŘƻƴΣ нлнмύ A Cup Ringtail (a type of damsel fly) όwΦ{ǘŀƴŘƻƴΣ нлнмύ 

One of our local researchers, Roger 
Standon, who is a part of the Penin-
sula Field Naturalistsô Club has re-
cently conducted a project exploring 
the óweb of lifeô, His studies primarily 
took place at Woods Bushland Re-
serve. He explored the interactions 
between invertebrates in this reserve 
and how they interact with other the 
species, their prey and their environ-
ment. We enjoy projects like this so 
please let us know if you are con-
ducting any! 

https://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/biodiversity-month
https://www.inaturalist.org/
https://www.mornpen.vic.gov.au/About-Us/Strategies-Plans-Policies/Strategy-Plan-Listing/Biodiversity-Conservation-Plan
https://shape.mornpen.vic.gov.au/gardens-wildlife
https://www.mornpen.vic.gov.au/Your-Property/Rates-Valuations/Rates-rebates-concessions-and-applications/Conservation-Land-Rate
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XuBh-ZfLWCU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XuBh-ZfLWCU

