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Hello and welcome to the spring edition of the Friends Group Newsletter– I hope 

you are all getting out and about enjoying the beautiful peninsula that we live in. 

Don’t forget to visit the Shire website to view the Friends Group Manual. It is a handy 

guide for both new and experienced volunteers and covers a range of topics from what is 

a Friends Group, what you can expect from us, maps and lots more. Click here to view 

the Mornington Peninsula Friends Groups page.  

I recently attended the ‘Women in Conservation’ mentoring program hosted by the 

Mornington Peninsula Landcare Network. It was fantastic to see such an influential 

network of people in the one room, with a goal to empower women to strive in the 

environmental industry. 

One year on we remember our dear friend Matt Stahmer. I’m sure just like many of you, 

we are lucky to have many reminders of Matt in our day to day life. My reminders come 

from the plants that Matt showed me that flower during this spring period. Take this 

opportunity to check in with each other. Not only are working bees great to get your 

hands dirty, but they also provide an important community network; promoting a sense of 

belonging and improving ones happiness.  

Please share this newsletter with your groups mailing list and anyone who may be 

interested. 

Enjoy, Hannah      

Welcome to our new groups! 
We have two new groups join the network who have now undertaken their first working 

bee. 

• Friends of Samuel Street Bushland Reserve, Blairgowrie 

• Friends of Mount Martha Park, Mount Martha. 

Furthermore, we are starting to organise working bees for another two groups.  

• Friends of French Street Reserve, Rye 

• Friends of Moonah Woodland at 50 Flinders Street, Rye (reserve is still to be official 

named).  

We wish the new groups all the best and welcome all volunteers to the Mornington 

Peninsula Friends Group Network. 

If you would like to assist these groups or know someone in the area that may like to join, 

please contact Hannah for details. 

https://www.mornpen.vic.gov.au/Your-Property/Environment/Get-Involved/Friends-Groups


Resource Purpose How to access/website link 

Mornington 
Peninsula 
Volunteer 
Network 

  

The purpose of the Network is to build and 
maintain a strong community network enhancing 
the capacity of Volunteers on the peninsula. 

The network takes part in professional 
development workshops, mentoring, a regular 
newsletter and networking opportunities with other 
volunteers. Join the mailing list to receive regular 
news and information, and the Volunteering 
Mornington Peninsula Newsletter. 
 

 

Link to website:  

www.mornpen.vic.gov.au/
Community-Services/Volunteering/
Do-you-manage-volunteers-or-a-
community-group 

To join the mailing list: 

MP Volunteering Mailing List 

MP 
Community 

  

If you would like to promote your group– this is the 
place to do it! 

It is the Mornington Peninsula Information 
Directory. Previously, printed and distributed 
across the Shire. Now this information can be 
accessed online through the website. 
 

 

Link to website: 

www.mpcommunity.com.au 

Volunteering 
Mornington 
Peninsula 
(volmornpen) 

  

Is your group looking for someone to update your 
website? Or perhaps looking for a new treasurer ? 

Community organisations can list volunteer 
opportunities and positions, and members of the 
community can look for a volunteer opportunity if 
you have a particular position available. Note: 
These positions do need regular updating, are 
deleted after a period of time. 
 

 

Link to website: 

www.volmornpen.com.au 

Volunteer 
Information 
Hubs 

  

  

The Shire has established Volunteer Information 
Hubs where members of the community can drop 
in or ring to make an appointment to talk about 
volunteering in the community. Community 
organisations can make contact with the centres to 
let them know of any volunteer positions they have 
or to drop off some brochures.  
 

Hub locations and phone: 

·     Mornington Community 
Information and Support Centre 
5975 1644 

· Western Port Community Support 
5979 2762 
 

Earlier this month I caught up with Wayne Lovie, the Shire’s Community Development Officer. Wayne facilitates 

the following four opportunities for volunteers to further their skills and to promote volunteer groups.  

If making an account, make sure to keep the sign-in credentials in a safe place so they can be accessed and 

passed on to another member. 

 

 

https://www.mornpen.vic.gov.au/Community-Services/Volunteering/Do-you-manage-volunteers-or-a-community-group
https://www.mornpen.vic.gov.au/Community-Services/Volunteering/Do-you-manage-volunteers-or-a-community-group
https://www.mornpen.vic.gov.au/Community-Services/Volunteering/Do-you-manage-volunteers-or-a-community-group
https://www.mornpen.vic.gov.au/Community-Services/Volunteering/Do-you-manage-volunteers-or-a-community-group
http://eepurl.com/b_vDEn
https://mpcommunity.com.au/
https://mpcommunity.com.au/
http://www.volmornpen.com.au


 

Protecting land for the 

future 

Mornington Peninsula Shire and Trust for Nature, 

have joined forces to establish conservation 

covenants to protect more than 130 hectares of high 

quality vegetation at Warringine Park and 92 

Elizabeth Avenue, Capel Sound (Tootgarook 

Wetland), providing permanent legally-binding 

agreement over the titles ensuring native vegetation 

on both properties is protected forever.  

Mayor David Gill and Cerberus Ward Councillor Kate 

Roper joined Shire staff, representatives from Trust 

for Nature and local Friends Groups at Warringine 

Park to celebrate the covenants. This was a 

combined effort from the Shire, Trust for Nature and Celebrating establishing conservation covenants.                          

Photo and article by Trust for Nature 

Congratulations! 
In September three of our highly valued volunteers were honoured by the receiving a Mayoral Commendation.                    

Des Berry was honoured for his contribution to the environment as president of the Mount Eliza Association of 

Environmental Care for over 16 years.                                                                                                              

Jan Oliver was honoured for her contribution to the Mornington Environment Association for developing 

Friends Groups and her dedication and passion to the 

environment.                                                                            

Gill Gordon was honoured for her distinguished service to the 

community, acknowledging her passion, hard work and 

commitment.  

The dedication to and advocacy from Des, Jan and Gill for the 

natural environment has been an inspiration to many and 

resulted in huge benefits on a wide range of issues, strategies, 

community engagement and improved quality of water and 

vegetation. 

On behalf of the Friends Group Network I would like to 

congratulate Des, Jan and Gill for being publicly recognised. 

Our community is so lucky to have people like you that are not 

only passionate, but willing to put in the hours to make a 

difference.    
Gill’s recent morning tea at Sunshine Bushland 

Reserve, Mt Martha with president Geoff. 



 

Biodiversity Conservation Plan                                     
The Shire's Biodiversity Conservation Plan, was adopted on 13 August 2019. The Natural Systems team is 

incredibly excited about this plan and very keen to get started on the many actions. Thank you for your 

involvement and sending through your positive feedback.  

The plan establishes strategies and actions to protect and improve the resilience of the Mornington Peninsula's 

natural landscapes, ecosystems and biodiversity. Actions outlined in the 

Plan are focused on six key areas:                                                                                              

• Engaging with the community and building stewardship; 

• Facilitating biodiversity conservation on private land; 

• Protecting biodiversity through planning and policy; 

• Building a strong knowledge base; 

• Demonstrating and leading best-practice land management 

• Building ecosystem resilience in a changing climate. 

If you haven't done so already, don’t forget to check out the State of 

Biodiversity Report which provides very insightful information on our 

unique Peninsula.  

In late August, Tanti Friends held a ceremony to 

celebrate the installation of three interpretive signs that 

have been installed near the estuary at Mills Beach, and 

the well-used foot bridge at Stones Crossing further 

upstream. 

Members of Tanti Creek Friends Judith and Jan oversaw 

the designs of the large format signs during 10 years of 

research. 

Some of the early grand houses of Mornington were built 

along Tanti Creek, and the sign locates them on a map, 

with old photos and stories about the early inhabitants. “There are still families along the creek who remember 

the large apricot orchards, and the noise of the cattle yards behind the Tanti – now Mornington hotel”. The signs 

also explain how the Bunurong/ Boon Wurrung people used the creek for food, traditional medicines and craft 

materials  

Next time you are in Mornington, go for a stroll and have a look at the signs. 

The story of Tanti Creek 

Jan and Marty viewing the sign at the creek mouth, Mills 

Beach. Photo by Yanni (MPnews) 

https://www.mornpen.vic.gov.au/files/assets/public/new-website-documents/your-property/environment/flora-amp-fauna/docs/state-of-biodiversity-report-for-mornington-peninsula-2018.pdf
https://www.mornpen.vic.gov.au/files/assets/public/new-website-documents/your-property/environment/flora-amp-fauna/docs/state-of-biodiversity-report-for-mornington-peninsula-2018.pdf


From Our Bushland Management Team       

 Photos by Project Manager Cameron O’Mara 

     

On Saturday 2nd November, friends & orchid enthusiasts met to 

hand-weed around Purple Diuris Diuris punctata in Mt Eliza, 

targeting mostly Sweet Vernal Grass Anthoxanthum odoratum, and 

annual grassy weeds such as Quaking Grass Briza maxima. 

Purple Diuris, also known as the Purple Donkey Orchid, is listed as 

a threatened species under the Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 

1988. Each plant can produce up to ten purple/mauve flowers and 

grow up to 50cm high. 

Most commonly this orchid is found growing alongside Kangaroo 

Grass Themeda triandra and native lilies. 

Spring works update…. 
It has been a particularly crazy Spring with such good conditions for growth. Thistles seem to be everywhere 

this year so don’t despair, it is not just your patch but everywhere - not to mention our poor gardens! Multiple 

groups and residents have commented on the weeds this season and we are working hard to get the reserves 

in ship shape.                                                                                                                                                       

It’s been a bumper year for grants, well done to all the groups that have grants running. It is thanks to these 

grants that we have additional budget to work across a broader area.                                                              

We look forward to working with the new groups on ground including the Friends of Samuel St and Mt Martha 

Park. The Friends of Oliver’s Creek held a corporate working bee day this month with employees from Esso. 

The group removed a huge amount of Pittosporum from the reserve, complimenting the current works in the 

reserve. 

The Shire nursery is working alongside the Bushland 

Management Team to restore an isolated local population 

of significant orchids. Chiloglottis trapeziformis, the Dainty 

Bird Orchid, is located in the Mt. Eliza area. Like many 

orchids, the species relies on wasps for pollination which it 

entices by mimicking the look and pheromones of females 

to induce pseudocopulation. Over the years the colonies 

numbers have risen and fallen from as low as 70 to 

currently in the thousands. So now, with well-informed 

propagation and delicate management, the Shire will be 

attempting to introduce more colonies into the area to 

increase the overall resilience of the population and avoid 

the loss of this species.  

Endangered orchids in our bushland reserves                                                

Photo by Cameron O’Mara 



The Natural Systems Team escaped out of the office for 20 

minutes and undertook the recent Birdlife’s “Aussie Back 

Yard Bird Count”. 

We went out to the magical Lornas 

Triangle Bushland Reserve in Bittern. 

We spotted a total of 26 species in 

20 minutes. Our significant sighting 

for the day was an Olive backed 

Oriole. 

Image: Birdlife.org.au 

The Australian Native Orchid Society recently 

undertook a spring time orchid hunt in Long Point 

Bushland Reserve accompanied by Shire Officers. We 

found an array of Orchids from Bird Orchids, several 

Greenhood species and Spider Orchids. 

The National Trust has awarded the 

Mornington Peninsula Shire with an Award in 

Excellence in Interpretive Signage for the panels 

installed at Fossil Beach Foreshore Reserve. A 

big thank you to the many volunteers who 

contributed to these signs including the Friends 

of Fossil Beach and the local Historical Society. 

Have you signed up? 
Sign up to the Victorian Friends Group Network and 

receive notifications on grant and networking 

opportunities, workshops and will be able to list your 

group on their website. Click here to view the website 

Glossodia major 

Waxlip Orchid 

Vhiloglottis valida 

Common Bird Orchid 

https://friendsvic.org/join/

