
 

Welcome  

 

Our new groups 
We saw a significant increase in our local community spending time in and getting to know their local reserve, 
since March six new groups formed!  

Some of our new groups managed to have a working bee before the year’s end, while others will wait until we all 
return from our Chrissy break. We would like to welcome the following new and enthusiastic groups to the net-
work. 

• Friends of Kunyung Creek, Mt Eliza 

• Friends of Seaside Creek, Mount Martha 

• Community 3942 Roadside Group, Blairgowrie 

• Friends of Sorrento Foreshore, Sorrento 

• Cyril Young Memorial Chapel Association, Shore-
ham 

•   Friends of Hopetoun-Norfolk, Mount Martha. 

Well what a year it has been! Despite all the hardship, chaos and upheaval, some 
positives that 2020 has provided many of us includes the opportunity to appreciate the 
smaller things and to spend time in nature.  

It is so exciting that most groups are back in our reserves just in time to catch the last 
of the spring growth and to enjoy the flora in its full flowering glory, with some groups 
managing to squeeze in a working bee or two before the holiday season is in full 
swing. 

In the new year I will be starting a promotional campaign for the Friends Group      
Network. I am after a few people who may like volunteer to star in some photos or a 
short video. It will be a great opportunity to promote your group, and to talk about the 
amazing work you have achieved. Please get in touch if this sounds like something 
you would like to be involved in. 

A heartfelt thank you to all, it has been an incredibly disruptive time, but your work, as   
always has been invaluable. During lockdown we saw just how much of a difference your weeding efforts make. The 
reserves would certainly not be the same without volunteer’s TLC. 

We wish you and your families a very Merry Christmas and safe holiday period. I look forward to working with you all 
during 2021. 

All the best,  

Hannah  

A reminder that this newsletter, along with previous newsletters can be found on the Shires ‘Friends Group’ 
webpage and that any underlined text in newsletters will take you to a linked webpage. 

Has your group recently achieved something you would like to share with the network? Or do you have someone in 
your group who deserves a recognition? Any newsletter Ideas are greatly appreciated! 

If you know somebody who might like to join these 
groups, please feel free to pass on my details. 

This might be the perfect time to encourage your 
neighbours to attend the next working bee to really 
encourage local community spirit in 2021!  

  

Friends of Kunyung Creek at their first working bee. The group cut 
and painted a tangle of Blackberries enabling access down to the 
creek line. Well done to those who attended. 



Climate Emergency update 

Gardens for Wildlife 

In August 2020, a year after the Mornington Peninsula Shire Council declared a climate emergency, our Climate 
Emergency Plan “Ensuring Our Future: Our Climate Emergency Response”, was adopted. The Shire is now 
focused on achieving the targets of the Plan and working towards the goal of net zero carbon emissions by 2040.  

The Climate Change, Energy and Water team are keen to hear from community groups and individuals who are 
keen to work with the Shire to achieve one or more of the 172 tasks set out in the plan. The Plan sets out a pathway 
of how we can reduce our emissions, become more resilient and prepare for the impacts of climate change.   

 

A number of key projects are being developed 
over the coming months to deliver on this. 
These include undertaking a solar farm 
feasibility assessment for land in Rye, 
providing residents with an Energy Advice 
Service, commencing a trial energy 
assessment & upgrade program with our 
vulnerable communities and developing a 
community climate action grant program for 
mid-2021.  

The impacts of COVID-19 have given us the 
chance to ‘build back better, to make choices 
that will assist us in reaching our net zero 
target and build a sustainable future for all.  

 

To find out more and to view the plan, visit the 
shires website here  

Gardens for Wildlife is a network of community groups and councils working together to care for the native plants 
and animals in our communities. Originally started by the Knox City Council, this free program has spread through-
out several councils in Victoria, inspiring residents to protect our beautiful flora and fauna by using and encouraging 
indigenous plants into their own, often suburban gardens. 

We are very excited to announce that the Shire will be starting the program, commencing in 2021. Our program will 
include volunteer led property inspections providing tailored advice, community workshops and gardening tips.  

Over the last couple of weeks, we asked the community what mascot they would like to see featured on our logo. 
You could choose between five animals indigenous to the Peninsula, including the Blue-Banded Bee, New Holland 
Honeyeater, Superb Fairy-Wren, Common Grass Blue Butterfly and Ringed Xenica Butterfly–pictured below (L-
R).  Be sure to keep an eye out for updates in the new year and how you can be involved.  

https://www.mornpen.vic.gov.au/Your-Property/Environment/Climate-Change/What-are-we-doing-to-tackle-climate-change
https://gardensforwildlifevictoria.com/
https://www.knox.vic.gov.au/g4w


Fire and Biodiversity 
The Shire’s Natural Systems Team manages biodiversity conservation and bushfire risk in Shire reserves. Managing 

both biodiversity and bushfire risk requires careful planning and consideration to ensure that neither are compromised. 

We aim to help ensure safer communities and resilient ecosystems from potential bushfire. The Shire delivers this  

balance through a strategic and targeted approach relevant to your local area. We do this through careful manual 

treatment of strategic fuelbreaks in ‘Fire Management Zones’, where we undertake fuel hazard reduction such as   

vegetation management and weed control. 

Fire Management Zones are strategically located where fuel hazard reduction will be most effective to protect, life, 
property and the environment. These are generally located around bushland reserve boundaries, adjacent to homes 
and in high bushfire risk areas. The Shire’s program adopts a best practice, evidence-based and risk-based approach 
to bushfire risk management at a local scale. An interactive map of where our zones are can be found on our Fire 
Management Zone web page and on the Shire’s Online Maps.  

Fire Management Zones act as strategic fuel breaks and provide defendable space by using non-burning fuel       
treatments. The Shire has different types of Fire Management Zones; Asset Protection Zone and Bushfire Moderation 
Zone, which have different objectives and fuel hazard limits. These zones can also be applied on private property.  

Fire Preparedness 

Bushfire risk management is a shared responsibility. The State Government, Country Fire Authority (CFA), Council 
and landholders each play a role in being fire ready. Landholders should remain informed and ensure adequate fire 
prevention on their property. This includes works that Shire also does in bushland reserves, including keeping grass 
short, weed control, removing dead vegetation, removing fine fuels (smaller than 6 mm) and creating separation     
between vegetation and assets.  Information about property preparedness can be found on our web pages Are You 
Fire Ready? and Emergency Preparedness.  For more information, please refer to the Victorian Government’s How 
Well Do You Know Fire? Campaign and the Shire’s Fire and Emergency web pages.  

We are seeking your input! 

Our Fire Management Zone system is designed to be adaptive and to incorporate management instructions for       
individual sites, based on local conditions, local input and local values. You can inform on-ground management! Your 
input will be reviewed by the Shire and you will be further consulted on the outcomes of your input. We can change 
mapping, add instructions for when works should or should not occur, retain certain natural values, moved zone 
boundaries, change zone categorisation. 

Because fire management is a shared responsibility, we want to involve you in our program. The Natural Systems 
Team is seeking the input of interest groups to: 

• allow your local knowledge to inform and ensure that our management is locally 
specific and relevant 

• help make sure we have the balance right in your local area and ensure our 
plans protects the environment and reduces    bushfire risk 

• provide the opportunity to raise any concerns 

• ask for your help in raising awareness about how we do fire management and 
how this can apply to private properties in your community. 

How to get involved? 

• understand the bushfire risk in your area and talk with other members of your 
community or group 

• understand and review the Fire Management Zone objectives & categories of management in your area or reserve 

• provide feedback to your friendly Bushland Fire Management Officer 

We would be happy to come and talk to your group about fire management in your local area & reserve. Please     
contact Jeremy Little on jeremy.little@mornpen.vic.gov.au or 0411 544 896. Thank you for helping us to manage bush-
fire risk in your area. 

https://www.mornpen.vic.gov.au/Your-Property/Fire-Emergency/Fire-Management-in-Shire-Reserves/Fire-Management-in-Shire-Reserves
https://www.mornpen.vic.gov.au/Your-Property/Fire-Emergency/Fire-Management-in-Shire-Reserves/Fire-Management-in-Shire-Reserves
https://maps.mornpen.vic.gov.au/IntraMaps97/ApplicationEngine/frontend/mapbuilder/default.htm?configId=00000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000000&liteConfigId=19e998ec-dcbf-4668-b104-57a18a84859c&title=TW9ybmluZ3RvbiBQZW5pbnN1bGEgU2hpcmU=
https://www.mornpen.vic.gov.au/Your-Property/Fire-Emergency/Are-you-fire-ready
https://www.mornpen.vic.gov.au/Your-Property/Fire-Emergency/Are-you-fire-ready
https://emergencyprepare.com.au/
https://www.vic.gov.au/how-well-do-you-know-fire
https://www.vic.gov.au/how-well-do-you-know-fire
https://www.mornpen.vic.gov.au/Your-Property/Fire-Emergency
mailto:jeremy.little@mornpen.vic.gov.au


From our Bushland Management Team...  
On-ground update 
Hello to our wonderful working bees! We are so thrilled to be able to start back up and get into the groove of the 
new normal with you all. Thanks to this season’s rain, the weeds are growing like mad and we are looking forward 
to having you back . Thankfully, we have been able to dedicate budget from the working bees to more site visits on 
our end. We are excited to hear we will be joining new groups over the next few months. Isn’t it wonderful to see 
newfound appreciation of our beautiful peninsula?  
 
Thanks to heavy winter rains, we have seen a  spectacular year for our orchid’s. During our sites visits we have 
been lucky to see Bronze Cap Orchids. Also an incredible site to see are the Large Duck Orchid, resembling a 
duck in flight. This flower is very attractive to insects which pollinate the flower in a process known as pseudocopu-
lation. We have even come across Salmon Sun Orchids. These are a rare site to see in flower, as they only bloom 

Unfortunately along with the good, we’ve seen the spread of the bad African 

Weed Orchid (Disa bracteata) popping up in sites not previously found on the 

peninsula. These sites vary greatly from damp, boggy areas in Hastings to sandy, 

dry sites in Rosebud.  

The African Weed Orchid self-pollinates, producing millions of dust like spores 

and seeds can continue to mature once picked, with seeds remaining viable of up 

to 7 years!  

This has been classified by the shire as an Early Invader Weed. These are spe-

cies that have not yet established on the peninsula, and pose a significant threat 

due to their difficulty to control and the potential risk of invading and out compet-

ing native flora such as; lilies, orchids and grasses.  

We have worked really hard to remove known populations this season.             

We need your help!  If you see this plant, or even need a little help to identify 

please get in contact with the Natural Systems team or anyone from the bushland 

crews. 

Salmon Sun Orchid 

Thelymitra rubra  

Article courtesy of Emily– Bushland Team member (Naturelinks) African Weed Orchid  
Disa bracteata 

Large Duck Orchid 
Caleana major 

Small Spider Orchid 
Caladenia parva  



State of Volunteering 2020 

World Wetlands Day– celebrating 50 years 

Volunteering Victoria and  the Victorian Government 
has released the Victorian State of Volunteering 
2020.                                           
The report found that there are 2.3 million (or 42.1% 
of) Victorians over 15 years of age who volunteer in 
Victoria. This includes people who volunteer formally 
with organisations and those that do not have an 
affiliation with an organisation, but contribute 
informally to their communities. Volunteers contribute 
on average 223.9 hours a year or 4.3 hours every 
week with their fellow Victorians. The data for this 
report was collected across April-June 2020 when the 
impact of COVID altered the work, travel and daily 
pattern of life across the entire State.  

The report examined both the ‘usual’ pattern of 
volunteering (undertaken in the 12 months of 2019) 
and to understand the initial impact of COVID-19 on 
volunteering behaviours. Across the 12 months of 
2019, the value of volunteering to Victoria was $58.1 
billion dollars! 
 

World Wetland day will once again be hosted at Boneo Park,         

Tootgarook on Sunday 31 January where you can explore the         

biodiversity of Tootgarook wetlands. There will be a range of activity's 

planned including talks, smoking ceremony, field walks and puppet 

shows.  

This year we will also be celebrating 50 years since the signing of the 

Convention on Wetlands which took place in 1971 at the small Iranian 

town of Ramsar.  

The Convention on Wetlands of International Importance holds the 

unique distinction of being the first modern treaty between nations 

aimed at conserving natural resources.  

Draft Program- (Subject to weather and Covid-19) 

7-8am- ‘Early birds’ lake walk with Birdlife Australia 

8-9am- Wetland walk with Boneo Park wetland restoration team 

9-10am- ‘Late Risers” Lake walk with Birdlife Australia 

10-11:30am- Welcome to country with Bunurong Land Council and  

guest speakers (TBC) 

1:30am-12:30pm- Dipping for bugs with Western Port Biosphere 

12:30-1pm- Puppet show with Landcare network 

12:30-1:30pm- Nature walk with Western Port Biosphere 

1:30-2:30pm- Swamp scrub walk with Boneo Park wetland restoration team. 

Photo: Tootgarook Wetlands , by Yanni (MPNews) 

Waste Contamination Policy 
The Shire’s bin data shows that most households are     

sorting and putting the right things in the bins, but about 5% 

repeatedly contaminate their bins and the whole recycling 

truck. 

A new draft waste contamination policy sets out what the 

Shire will do to reduce contamination so we can send 

We want the community to ‘Have your say’ on the policy, 
submission will be open from 2 Dec 2020 to 17 Jan 2021. 
 
Or attend one of the online drop-in sessions: 
Tuesday 8 Dec, 7pm- 8pm 
Thursday 10 Dec, 10am- 11am 
Tuesday 12 Jan, 1pm- 2pm 
Thursday 14 Jan, 5:30pm- 6:30pm 

For more information and to view the draft policy visit: 

Draft Waste Contamination Policy :: Shape our 
Peninsula :: Shape our Future 

Royal Spoonbill, by Cameron Brown 

https://mcusercontent.com/973d79e3b56c292d7eeb33089/files/5fefb762-a597-43c8-a179-3b641f1eff16/StateofVolunteeringReportVictoria_2020.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/973d79e3b56c292d7eeb33089/files/5fefb762-a597-43c8-a179-3b641f1eff16/StateofVolunteeringReportVictoria_2020.pdf
https://shape.mornpen.vic.gov.au/draft-waste-contamination-policy
https://shape.mornpen.vic.gov.au/draft-waste-contamination-policy

