
 

Welcome What strange times we are living through. We in the Natural Systems Team have been 

adapting to the online world as I’m sure many of you are too. Our team catch-ups have looked a little different 

recently (photo below!). Regular agenda items include “what birds have you seen in your backyard?” or “what have 

you been baking?”.  

We were disappointed to have cancelled the annual Friends Group Network Event. We look forward to running the 

event with Brian Bainbridge later in the year. This of course, is dependant on the ever changing COVID-19 situation. 

Seven of our coastal groups just submitted applications for the 2020 Coastcare Grants. Grant applications take an 

enormous amount of volunteer time, ground truthing and liaising with contractors. Good luck to all applicants. 

Our Bushland Management Team will be very, very busy over the next few months planting thousands of tubestock 

and finishing off this financial years planned works throughout our reserves. If you happen to see them while on your 

daily exercise, don’t forget to say “Hi” (from a distance of course!). 

Keep well and stay connected, 

Hannah  

Friends Group Survey– have your say! 
Thank you everyone who has already completed the Friends Group survey, there is still time if 
you are yet to start. We would love to know about your experiences at working bees, what we 
do well and what we can improve.  

You can access the survey at the link below: 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/T2LV5YJ  

The survey will take approximately 15 minutes to complete.  

Please fill in the survey no later than Friday 22nd May for your feedback to be heard. 

From top left to right: Jo, Hannah, Gerard, Jacqui, Simon, Josh, Clayton, Liam, Jeremy and Dan at a recent Natural 

Systems Team catch up.  

Chocolate Lily 

Arthropodium 

strictum  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/T2LV5YJ


Biodiversity in your Backyard                                   
How you can become involved! 
Have you discovered anything wonderful or weird right outside your 
doorstep during our time in lockdown?  

Take this opportunity to explore your garden or take a stroll in your 
local reserve and discover all the plants and critters that call it home. 

Join us on our Backyard Biodiversity Inaturalist page where you can 
upload pictures, and discover what other people have found near you. 

You can either visit this link:                                                                                                                                       

https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/mornington-peninsula-
backyard-biodiversity                                                                                                   
Or download the app and search Mornington Peninsula Backyard 
Biodiversity. 

If you’re on social media make sure to use the hash tags 
#Mornpenbiodiversity #backyardbiodiversity 

We can’t wait to see what you find! 

Grey Fantail and silvereye hanging in my 

bird bath at home. 

Have you seen DELWP’s interactive maps? 

National Volunteer Week! 

18 to 22 May, 2020 

Next week marks the annual celebration of National Volunteer Week which acknowledges the generous 

contribution of our nation’s volunteers.  

Please take a moment to celebrate the amazing work that you all undertake!  

Your efforts help to make a positive difference to the peninsulas biodiversity. Thank you! 

Eastern Yellow Robin 

enjoying a bath. 

DELWP has created an interactive map making it easy for 
people interested in environmental volunteering to get 
involved with local community groups.  

Please get in contact with DELWP if your groups information 
is missing or needs updating. 

To visit the interactive maps click here. 

https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/mornington-peninsula-backyard-biodiversity
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/mornington-peninsula-backyard-biodiversity
https://www.environment.vic.gov.au/victorians-volunteering-for-nature


 

From our Bushland Management Team...  

NATIVE 

Mycena interrupta can be found 
growing on logs in damp creek lines 
within well maintained forest 
ecosystems. They are small and 
have a blue tinge. The Genus 
Mycena is one of the most well 
represented in Australia with more 
than 500 species worldwide.  

NATIVE 

Gaestrum triplex is a small 
puffball mushroom that has an 
outer layer which splits into a 
star pattern revealing the puffball 
inside. The puffball releases a 
cloud of spores when disturbed 
and distributes by wind or on the 
fur of animals. 

EXOTIC 

Favolaschia calocera is an introduced 
species of mushroom that are also 
often found on logs in damp areas. 
Paperbark forests tend to have plenty 
of these ‘weedy’ funguses on the logs. 
Although they are pleasing to look at, 
it is unknown how damaging they are 
to the ecosystem.  

Fungi season! Article and photos by Cameron O’Mara - Project Manager 

A family of Common Ringtail Possums. Sugar Gliders, notice the distinctive 
black stripe of fur? 

For many of us involved in bushland regeneration, there is nothing like the excitement of finding that ‘our patch’ 
is in use. If we’re lucky, we may have glimpsed some native wildlife while we busily weed, revegetate and 
wander through our reserves. Or we may instead encounter the prints and scats, nibbled plants and diggings of 
the day before.                                                                                                                                                                                   
It is these small gifts which help keep our spirits high and buoy our enthusiasm for the often-painstaking work of 
protecting and enhancing bushland biodiversity. Although we have historically lost many old, hollow-bearing 
habitat trees from our landscape, we are fortunate that many of our Shire reserves contain supplementary 
artificial hollows – in the form of man-made nest-boxes. Over the course of the last few weeks, we have been 
exploring their contents with the Shire’s newly acquired wireless and hi-resolution colour nest box monitoring 
camera.  

Here is a glimpse into an otherwise ‘unseen’ world... 

Annual next box monitoring by Anthony Fennel - Crew Leader  

Sugar Gliders arranging Manna Gum 

leaves into a bowl-like shape. 



Our new reserve in Rye 
After a successful campaign by local residents late last year, the Shire purchased a 3 hectare reserve from the 

Department of Education. The reserve comprises of varying quality of Moonah Woodland (or Coastal Alkaline 

Scrub) that will now be protected and enhanced into the future.                                                                                                                                                                                         

A community engagement campaign saw an incredible 80 neighbours join us for a guided walk with local ecologist 

Gigda Walker. Some local residents didn't even know this large parcel existed! A month later the very first working 

bee was held– polygala was our main target, at the end of the working bee everyone had a big smile and thumbs 

up!  

A ’have your say’ survey to determine what the community would like the Shire to focus on, and to determine a new 

name for the reserve has just finished.  

Happy snaps! 

The Friends of Clifford Bushland 

Reserve, Tyabb at a recent 

working bee moving a big pile of 

mulch for their revegetation 

project. 

Staff members from Esso 

Australia gave the Friends 

of Olivers Creek, Tyabb  a 

hand for a business 

corporate event. The 

group worked hard woody 

weeding along the creek. 

At Sunshine 

Reserve in Mt 

Martha,  the 

Friends Group 

held a regular Junior Explorers event. 

The children made nature inspired 

mosaic tiles which will be installed on 

signs in the reserve.  

The Friends of Mills Beach, 

Mornington planting along the 

foreshore. 



New Reconciliation Plan for the Shire 

Friends of Victory team up with 
Balcombe Moorooduc Landcare  
 
Back in February the Friends of Victory Reserve at Mt Eliza 
Regional Park were joined at their monthly working bee by 
members of the Balcombe Moorooduc Landcare Group. 

The Group had a tour of the reserve with the Site 
Coordinator from the Shire’s Bushland Management Team. 
In its former life, Mt Eliza Regional Park was a tip. After 
many years of hard work the site is a beautiful example of 
Grassy Woodland. The group was even shown the 
population of Tongue Orchids (Cryptostylis sp.) which the 
Friends Group are protecting using chicken wire to prevent 
rabbit grazing. 
 
Please get in contact with Hannah if you would like to meet 

Friends of Beleura Cliff track 

The Shire is excited to have just released our Reconciliation Action Plan 

(RAP), which has recently been endorsed by Reconciliation Australia.  

The RAP focuses on developing and strengthening relationships with 

Aboriginal and Torres Straight Islander people, engaging staff and 

stakeholders in reconciliation, developing and piloting innovative 

strategies to empower Aboriginal and Torres Straight Islander people. 

The reconciliation Action Plan was developed after an extensive 

consultation process including two community consultations, online 

survey, traditional owner consultations, aboriginal community controlled 

organisations and aboriginal peak body organisations. 

You can view the plan on the Shire’s website or click here 

Check out the incredible work of the this group! 

Volunteers propagate plants during the 

year and store them in the groups 

greenhouse. This year they have grown 

almost 1000 seedlings to be planted 

along the cliff path in Mornington.  

The Group have even successfully 

propagated some of the more difficult 

plants such as Leucopogon parviflorus 

and Eutaxia microphyalla. 

https://public.3.basecamp.com/p/zST9pmRLDDM2hLavBWgmCYfP


 

Mapping of our most threatened vegetation communities 
Our team recently commissioned a study mapping threatened wetland vegetation communities on the 
Mornington Peninsula. The aim of the study was to identify and map a range of threatened vegetation 
communities listed under the Federal Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC 
Act) and/or the Victorian Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988 (FFG Act) across public and private land on the 
Mornington Peninsula.  

The study identified patches of the following threatened communities: 

• Subtropical and Temperate Coastal Saltmarsh, listed as vulnerable under the EPBC Act;  

• Seasonal Herbaceous Wetlands (Freshwater) of the Temperate Lowland Plains, listed as critically 
endangered under the EPBC Act;  

• Herb-rich Plains Grassy Wetland (West Gippsland) Community, listed under the FFG Act;   

• Natural Damp Grasslands of the Victorian Coastal Plain, listed as critically endangered under the EPBC 
Act; and  

• Plains Grassland (South Gippsland) Community, listed under the FFG Act.   

Tootgarook Swamp, Boneo Balcombe Estuary, Mount Martha HMAS Cerberus, Somers 

New French Island home for one of 

Victoria’s rarest species 

Late last year Zoos Victoria released over 70 Eastern Barred Bandicoots 
(EBB) on French Island as part of the threatened species recovery program.  

The EBB is now extinct in the wild on mainland Australia and only exits in 
sanctuaries and on Phillip Island where it has been released in recent years. 
French Island was chosen as a location to release the bandicoots as its fox 
free and has suitable grassland habitat. 

Josh Gunn, Natural Systems Team Operations Coordinator, recently went to 
French Island to assist with the regular surveys that are undertaken to help 
understand how the bandicoots are adjusting to their new home. 

You can read the article and watch a cute video from Zoo’s Victoria here. 

Josh releasing one of the EBB’s 

https://www.zoo.org.au/healesville/whats-on/news/new-island-home-for-one-of-victorias-rarest-mammals/

