Welcome to the Winter edition of the Friends Group Newsletter.
I tried my best not to mention Covid but, once again it has put a halt on some of our
working bees over the last few weeks. Thank you for your understanding during this period.
A few weeks ago our team organised an introductory session on the citizen science
program iNaturalist. It was fantastic to pick up some skills from Luis Mata. I hope to see
some of the interesting finds that our volunteers post from our reserves.
As many of you know, my partner and I are very fortunate to be able to head off on a road
trip, starting in July. We bought a ‘Troopy’ (Land cruiser) during the September lockdown and Disphyma crassifolium
are planning to travel up the red centre then head west to the WA coast, arriving back home in Rounded Noon-flower
time for Christmas. My position will be filled during this time so look out for an announcement,
I am sure you will be in capable hands!
If anybody has any tips on must see locations throughout Aus, I would be eager to hear!
I look forward to catching up with you all in the New Year. Take care.
Hannah

Friends Group Network Event 2021
We were joined by nearly 80 volunteers on Saturday 22 May for the 18th annual Friends Group networking event.
This was a chance to recognise and thank all volunteers for the incredible work undertaken in protecting our
bushland and foreshore reserves.

We were joined by Alex Skinner from the Mornington Peninsula Koala Conservation Group (MPKCG) who presented
information about Koalas on the Peninsula, and the groups exciting Biolink project throughout Somers.
We would love to acknowledge and congratulate the recipients of our Friends Group annual awards in recognition of
their efforts.
•

‘Singing wattle bird’- awarded to Friends of Safety Beach, Safety Beach

•

‘Everlasting’ - awarded to the Friends of Sid Baker Reserve, Blairgowrie

•

‘Jewell Bettle’- awarded to the Friends of Beek Beek Reserve, Somerville and,

•

‘Secretive Swamp Rats’- awarded to the Friends of Slips Bushland Reserve, Blairgowrie.

Thank you to everyone who came along to these events.

Friends of Slips Bushland Reserve receiving their award at the recent working bee.

iNaturalist continues to grow
The use of iNaturalist continues to grow across the peninsula, with
some very interesting finds!
One of our favourites is this Knobbed Argonaut (Argonauta
nodosus), The female of this pelagic octopus species creates a
paper-thin egg case to hide away in, which can be seen in these
beautiful photos.

At the end of May the Shire hosted an online training event with
Ecologist Luis Mata, which was very well received. Luis
demonstrated the different functions of iNaturalist to around 50
participants and highlighted the growth and importance of citizen
science programs. We are planning to follow on from this with some
on-ground training sessions later in the year.
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To date 1445 observers have submitted 24,000+ observations of 3547 species from across
the Peninsula.
Once received and confirmed by other users an observation becomes verified and is then
submitted to the Atlas of Living Australia, an online biodiversity database, making your data
accessible and useable for scientific research. If you have a particular taxonomic interest or
specialism you can contribute to citizen science by filtering the relevant observations and
offering your identifications.
iNaturalist is a free to use photo sharing app, that helps with species identification and
mapping. You can download from your app store or access via your desktop and begin to map
the species you encounter in your local bushland reserves.

How to report a problem
Getting in contact with the Shire to report an issue has never been easier!
The Shire has various methods to easily raise a service request, ask a question or
provide feedback. Remember, the more detail the better!
1. “Send Snap Solve”. This is an easy to use free App for your phone. It enables you
to add a photo, select your location, select the incident type, and add any additional
notes. Very handy when you are out and about.

Tip: Only report one issue, and
one location, per
submission. This makes it
easier to process your requests,
and provide you with updates.

2. Call - 1300 850 600 to speak to a customer service staff member 24hrs a day.
3. Visit the Shire website - https://www.mornpen.vic.gov.au/Contact-Us/Report-A-Problem

4. Email customerservice@mornpen.vic.gov.au
What happens to the service request?
The Shire has an internal portal which records all requests, and logs activity. Depending on what
category is selected, the request will either go directly to Shire contractors on ground who will
respond to the concern, or it will go to the relevant Shire team.
Most maintenance, tree and infrastructure related requests will go directly to the contractor.
Our contractors and Shire officers have 10 working days to make contact with the customer. All
cases are dealt with on an individual basis and some may take longer to resolve than others.
Always make note of your reference number for easy follow up.

Planting season is upon us!
During this planting season we will see close to 15,000 locally indigenous
tubes stock being planted around Shire reserves.
We are also very excited to hear about the 20,000 plants that The
Mornington Peninsula Koala Conservation Group are planting!
This group is focused on creating a Cerberus to Coolart biolink to protect
the peninsula’s koala population by restoring and enhancing existing
vegetation and connecting remaining koala habitat.
The group are after volunteers of all ages to help with this project. Visit
the groups website to register for an event: Koalas.org.au
(mpkoalas.org.au)

Strattons Lane beautification project
Tanti Creek Friends recently added an additional 220 plants to
the ’Strattons Lane beautification project’ that was created last
year to reduce graffiti in the neglected, but very busy laneway
that crosses over Tanti Creek. GJ Gardner Homes have
sponsored this project two years in a row, with their staff
assisting volunteers at their working bee. Included in this years
planting were 20 "rare specials" from the Briars nursery.
The group have received lots of congratulations and positive
feedback from local residents passing by.

McCrae Foreshore banksia protection
Over the years the Friends of McCrae Foreshore have
seen a decline in banksia health. The group identified
significant trees along the foreshore where roots were
being impacted by compaction and parked cars.
To reduce further decline, the group sought several
grants to establish garden beds, preventing visitors from
parking under the trees.
The group have mulched and now planted hundreds of
tube stock in these beds.

Mt Eliza slope revegetation
The Friends of Earimil Estuary have had this slope in sight
for many years! Finally, they got around to planting nearly
100 tube stock along the slope.
Further along the foreshore, the group was also joined by 30
South East Water staff to plant 1000 plants following the
completion of a drainage upgrade.

Welcome to our new groups
We welcome the Friends of Norfolk-Hopetoun and the Friends of Sorrento Foreshore who have had carried out their first
working bees within the last few months!

Friends of Sorrento Foreshore Reserve

Friends of Norfolk Hopetoun Bushland Reserve

Linking the Mornington Peninsula
Connection of habitats through biolinks is key to the long-term
health of our ecosystems and the species they contain. Our flora
and fauna face the problem that most bushland across the
peninsula is isolated and commonly surrounded by agriculture,
roadways and urbanisation. Many species will not travel between
isolated habitat patches when the area in-between has been
cleared. Biolinks aim to support biodiversity by:
•

providing habitat for wildlife that can persist in narrow
corridors, or use them for foraging, breeding or sheltering

•

providing pathways for individual animals to move
between patches

•

Reducing fragmentation by building upon and ultimately connecting patches of vegetation that have been
subdivided, reduced and/or isolated

Ariel photo of connecting vegetation, Mornington
Peninsula

Aligning with Action 6.2 of the Shires Biodiversity Conservation Plan; ‘Provide ongoing support to the community in
planning and developing biolinks on the Mornington Peninsula’. Funding from the Shire was recently available to
support biolink projects contributing to on-ground biodiversity outcomes on private and/or public land, that align with
the objectives and actions of the Mornington Peninsula Biodiversity Conservation Plan.
A wide range of applications were received from a strong pool of candidates across
a number of organisations including Friends and Landcare Groups.
Applications were assessed using a biolink decision support tool which was
developed by Ecology Australia with help from members of Landcare and Friends
groups. The biolink decision support tool allows for consideration to a number of
site criteria such as values and suitability, community and economic
considerations, feasibility and effectiveness, and monitoring and reporting –
helping to protect biodiversity values and strengthen existing knowledge base.

Golden Whistler

The successful applicants will begin their projects in the coming weeks. We look
forward to hearing the success stories of this round of biolinks projects.

From our Bushland Management Team...
Article from team member Emily Sharpe.
Over the past couple of months we have conducted our annual
nest box monitoring. We are so glad some groups have had the
pleasure of taking part and assisting us with this project. The nest
box program spans across 13 reserves, and includes
approximately 350 boxes, making home to the likes of sugar
gliders, bats, possums and some bird species.
The Natural Systems Team recently purchased trail cameras and
are beginning to install them across several reserves. The aim is
to identify and track fauna and their movements throughout
reserves.
These cameras are motion censored, so making sure the area is
clear of any debris, foliage or sticks that may interfere and set off
Wallaby captured passing a camera in Tootgarook
the cameras is important. Avoiding facing them east or west as the wetlands, June 2021.
glare from the sun will interfere with camera sensitivity too.
We are hoping to roll out more cameras over the next 12 months, and getting assistance from volunteers.

Where are our Balcombe eels heading?
Article: On the tail of the eel - ABC News

“Each summer, at the new moon when the sky is at its darkest, eels along Victoria’s coastline start disappearing into
the ocean. After living in fresh water for decades, they are returning to the place they were born. They can even
travel short distances over land to reach a waterway that will carry them out to sea. This distant migration confused
the eel-curious for centuries and led to some bizarre theories about where they come from. Even though science
has come a long way, much about eels remains a mystery” (ABC Ballarat: Rhiannon Stevens)
The Victorian Governments, Arthur Ryle Institute is currently undertaking surveying of the eel population at
Balcombe Creek, Mount Martha to try and figure out the migration patterns of this species. After catching the eels in
long cylindrical nets, satellite tracking devices are attached. Since the surveying started in Victoria back in 2019, 20
trackers have successfully been attached, three of which are from Balcombe Creek.
After the device is attached to an eel it collects and stores data for the next six months as the eels swim to their
spawning grounds, from Port Phillip Bay to the Coral Sea, or beyond.
The researchers hope the eels will make it far enough to gain
useful data; they also hope the devices successfully transmit.
Researcher Dr Koster says that one of the best data records
to date was retrieved by accident. “The tag had actually failed
to transmit. It had been eaten by a whale and the antenna was
damaged.
“Fortunately, someone who was fossicking along a beach [on
Lizard Island, north of Port Douglas] found it and sent it back.”
The Arthur Ryle Institute is hosting an online seminar for
NAIDOC Week with Uncle Denis Rose and Dr Wayne Koster
presenting their partnership in eel migration research. This
seminar will share the importance of eels, both culturally and
ecologically.
Monday 5 July 2021
1:00pm to 2:00pm
Image from the ABC article Rhiannon Stevens

Register here: Eventbrite

Sunshine explores
new totems

Winter
Greenhoods

During the Junior
Explorers school holiday
program at Sunshine
Bushland Reserve,
children, aged 4-12
enjoyed making ceramic
totem poles during a with
local artist Judi Singleton.

Pterostylis is a genus of around 300
species of plants in the orchid family,
Orchidaceae– commonly called
greenhood orchids. You will often
find clumps or ‘colonies’ of them
flowering in the later months of
winter and into early spring.

The children are
encouraged to connect
with nature and find
inspiration from the
nearby bushland, be it in
the form of different
leaves, bird song or
beetles they find.

Greenhoods are distinguished by
a hood-like "galea" formed by the
fusing of the dorsal sepal and
two lateral petals.

This is the third art piece
the children have created.
The ceramic totems can
now be found on a
popular walking track in the
reserve where the
community can admire their
work for years to come.

Pterostylis
nutans
Nodding
Greenhood

Green Hood Orchids are wide
spread and cover many EVC’s on
the peninsula from coastal dunes
to inland forests. Some species
you may come across:
-Pterostylis longifolia Tall Greenhood
-Pterostylis pedunculata Maroonhood
-Pterostylis concinna Trim Greenhood
-Pterostylis nana Dwarf Greenhood
-Pterostylis parviflora Tiny Greenhood
-Pterostylis decurva Sumer Greenhood
-Pterostylis furcata Sickle Greenhood

Pterostylis cucullata
Leafy Greenhood

African Boxthorn
Recognising that chemical and mechanical control measures of Boxthron can be
costly, and in some cases, pose a risk to culturally significant and ecological
sensitive areas, CSIRO is developing biological control options. These are hoped
to assist in improved management of African Boxthorn in Australia. In some
circumstances, biocontrol offers a safe, non-destructive and cost-effective
alternative method.

Before a biocontrol agent can be approved for release, it needs to be thoroughly
researched and undergo serious testing in a controlled environment to ensure that
it does not pose a risk to non-target plants and animals.
CSIRO is currently testing a rust fungus and leaf feeding insect with the
intention to release at selected monitoring sites if approved. Provided the
biocontrol agent is approved, the monitoring sites can then be used to gather
important data on its impacts and the flow-on effects to native plants and
animals.
You can find out more information about the project at here
Article from the Early Invaders update newsletter March 2021 issue# 19
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