
 

Welcome to the winter edition of the Friends Group Newsletter. I hope that you and your families are 

keeping well during this ever changing situation. 

Sadly, there is no sign of working bees commencing soon. While working bees have been on hold our Bushland 

Management Team are still out and about continuing with on-ground works, and undertaking activities that our 

Friends Groups usually would have. If you happen to see them while on your daily exercise, don’t forget to say 

“Hi” (from a distance of course!). 

This newsletter, along with previous newsletters can be found on the Shires ‘Friends Group’ webpage.                  

Also, don’t forget that any underlined text will take you to a linked webpage. 

Keep well and stay connected,                                                                                                                                  

Hannah  

Friends Group statistics from last year (19/20) 

The Shire has launched an online service that enables individuals, businesses and community organisations to 
easily identify and save time accessing funding opportunities from local, state and federal governments as well as 
philanthropic grant programs. 
   
Users who choose to register on the website can create favourites lists, receive direct email alerts from their chosen 
areas of interest and keep up to date with all potential funding opportunities and deadlines. 

The website also offers advice and tips for finding and applying for grants to maximise the chances of success and 
allows users searching for funding for projects to filter their search by a specific location, industry or type of project.  

Visit the Funding Finder website here 

Got a project in mind? Try our new Funding Finder 

In one year, the Friends Group network undertook working bees across 55 different bushland, foreshore and 

roadside reserves. We had 1533 volunteers attend throughout the year…. Well, most of the year! 

Unfortunately, with restrictions coming into place in March, the statistics may not be as high as last year. 

Nonetheless the results are still amazing! Combined, volunteers contributed to:  

  278 
 9000 100 

 1500 

 $108 015 

https://morningtonpeninsulashire.grantguru.com.au/


Survey Results 

Working for Victoria 
Under the $500 million Working for Victoria scheme, the Natural Systems Team is working with Coastcare Victoria 
(DELWP), helping participants find paid work that supports our community. Currently there are two teams of six 
participants working along Port Phillip and Western Port Bay.  

They bring with them a wealth of skills and knowledge, with some participants having previous experience with 
organisations such as Parks Victoria, Fire Forest Management Victoria, environmental consultancy firms and 
graduates.  

The participants are working alongside our Bushland Management Team to assist community groups while 
volunteers cannot attend working bees, helping to complete grants and on ground projects.  

Working for Victoria participants and Gerard Cook (Natural 

Systems Project Officer) at 92 Elizabeth Ave, Capel Sound. 

Due to restrictions the Shires annual National Tree 

Day event was cancelled. Participants assisted by 

planted 2000 tube stock at 92 Elizabeth Ave. 

Thank you to everyone who completed the Friends Group survey during May. We received some very valuable 

information about your experiences at working bees, what we do well and what we can improve. We will be compiling 

and reviewing the information.  

When asked the question, ‘What do you get out of participating with a Friends Group?’ here are some of our favourite 

responses: 

“Lots of laughs” 

“It's one of the best things we 

do each month. The kids love 

it” 

“Satisfaction with site 

improvement and conservation.  

Contact with people of similar and 

diverse motivational interests” 

“Making my local reserve look 

cleaner and healthy” 

“Being outdoors is good for mental and 

physical health” “Satisfaction that we are 

restoring public areas; 

networking with the groups and 

local people; knowledge of 

techniques and plants; working 

outside!” 

‘Learning about the local plants and 

passing on the information to new 

residents who often have no idea 

what are weeds or not!” 

“The peace and reward of 

seeing the bush coming alive 

and becoming self sustaining. 

And enjoying the company of 

other nutters!” 

“I really enjoy working in the 

beautiful beach environment 

and do my little bit of weeding 

to allow the indigenous plants 

to flourish” 



From our Bushland Management Team...  

Well folks, what an interesting year 2020 has become! We’ve thoroughly missed all our lovely volunteers and the 
amazing work you all do! With the halting of working bee’s, the on-ground presence of all your hard work has been 
sorely missed.  

Winter on-ground update 

A “working bee” illustrated by volunteer 

Peter Nicholson, Beleura Clliff path. 

Team members Ben and Emily practising social distancing 

while planting for the Friends of Beleura Cliff track  

Plating at French Street, Rye                                                            

Planting along Safety Beach Foreshore                                                                         

Spread across 60+ volunteer groups, nearly 8000 
plants go into the ground each autumn and this year 
has been no exception. Throughout the last few 
months our team has been hard at work getting this 
year’s haul into the ground. It’s been great to be able to 
involve group coordinators in the process of what goes 
in and where. Thanks to a wet April and the consistent 
sunshine throughout winter, this year’s plantings are 
thriving! After the huge success of incorporating water 
crystals into last year’s plantings, the survival rate 
drastically improved, which was great to see. So, again 

we’ve included the use of water storage crystals.  

We’re lucky enough to be able to continue our on-ground works throughout the 
current situation, so all of yours and our hard work won’t be going astray! We’ll 
continue keeping you all up-to-date as usual with our site visits. We hope to see 
you out in the field soon!  
 
Article courtesy of Emily– Bushland Team member 



Citizen science  projects 

Melbourne Water Frog Census 
August is one of the key monitoring months for frog activity in our region, 
as species such as the common froglet and growling grass frog join the 
chorus. Melbourne Water are encouraging citizen scientists to record frog 
calls using their Frog Census app. You can watch a video of how the app 
works and why the data is required here. 

The Melbourne Water website supplies a host of froggy facts including a 
beginners guide to frog identification which can be found here. 

If you would like to go a step further and create a frog friendly habitat to 
add to the biodiversity of your garden, you can check out a useful guide 
here. 

Most observed groups … 

Most observed species…  

Calling all keen observers! The Mornington Peninsula Biodiversity group on iNaturalist is up and running, ready for you 
to record the species found in your local reserves and gardens. 

The app is free to download, simple to use, and can turn your daily walk or spring gardening chores into a wildlife 
safari. A handy identification tool can help with those unfamiliar species. 

All data contributions are valuable including indigenous, native and introduced flora and fauna. Since March we have 
recorded close to 1000 species and would really like to increase the participation in this project. 

We encourage Friends Group members to submit their records and use the app for identifying unfamiliar species. All 
data is easily extracted for analysis and can be added to the Peninsulas flora and fauna atlas. 

iNaturalist 

Frog image from the Melbourne Water Website 

https://www.melbournewater.com.au/water-data-and-education/get-involved/be-citizen-scientist/frog-census
https://www.melbournewater.com.au/water-data-and-education/education-resources/browse-resources-year-level/frog-identification
https://www.melbournewater.com.au/water-data-and-education/education-resources/browse-resources-year-level/creating-frog-friendly


Nest box monitoring program.            

Protecting our Mt Martha Bundy 

The loss of diverse hollows across our peninsula is correlated with a decline 

in hollow-dependent fauna diversity and abundance. The annual monitoring 

of artificial nest boxes installed in Shire reserves aims to increase the 

availability of suitable habitat for a variety of hollow- dependent species.  

During autumn 2020 a total of 267 nest boxes were inspected, with a total of 

74 boxes occupied. The occupancy rate was 28%, compared to other 

monitoring undertaken in spring 2018, at 13%. This is exciting news!  Some 

animals love to hide under leaves, making them difficult to spot. This season 

we purchased a new high-definition nest box monitoring camera helping to 

detect these species.  

Six species were identified during inspections; sugar glider, common 

brushtail possum, common ringtailed possum, microbat spp., and also 

included were two introduced species, the European honey bee and black 

rat. 

Sugar gliders were the dominant species across all monitored reserves, 

recorded as present in 40 of 74 occupied boxes, or 54% of records.  

This season two powerful owl boxes were also inspected, but with 

unsuccessful results – hopefully they have found other cosy hollows to 

nest in! 

With many of us taking the opportunity during COVID-19 restrictions to re-discover our local reserves, those in the Mt 
Martha area may notice significant eucalypt trees have been banded.  

In response to community concerns about the decline in eucalypt tree health in some parts of the peninsula, the Shire 
undertook a study that identified over-browsing of leaves by possums as one of the main causes of decline.  

To help reduce the impacts of these naughty native nibblers, over the years the Shire has installed protective tree 
bands. To date, almost 400 trees in the Mt Martha and Mt Eliza areas have been banded.  

In May this year, a further 80 trees were banded in Hopetoun-Norfolk 
Bushland Reserves in Mt Martha. One of the driving factors for banding 
in these reserves was to help protect the unique Mt Martha Bundy 
(Eucalyptus carolaniae) – an endangered tree species that is only found 
in Mt Martha. 

The results from previous banding projects have so far been 
encouraging, with some trees showing new flushes of growth within 12-
weeks of being banded.  

To further help secure our Mt Martha Bundy population, seed was also 
collected during banding works and passed on to staff at the Shire 
(Briars) Nursery. With advice from the Royal Botanic Gardens, nursery 
staff successfully grew 300 plants that have now been planted at the 
Briars. 

Wondering what you can do to protect eucalypt trees on your property? 
Information can be found on the Shire’s website 

Top: Viewing a possum on new camera screen 

Bottom: Sugar gliders                                                  

Photos: Anthony– Bushland Management Team 

Mt Martha Bundy in flower 

https://www.mornpen.vic.gov.au/Your-Property/Environment/Flora-Fauna-Biodiversity/Protecting-Eucalypt-Trees


Keep a look out for early invader weeds 
Early invader weeds are species that have not yet established on the peninsula, and pose a significant threat due to 

their difficulty to control. Their eradication is extremely important for the protection of Victoria's biodiversity. The 

DELWP website has some handy information for identifying these species. 

On the Peninsula we are on the look out for the following: 

Wandering trad (Tradescantia fluminensis), native to South America, is a major weed 
in Australia. Here, it forms a dense cover on the forest floor, reduces native 
vegetation and clogs waterways. CSIRO has developed a biological control to assist 
in the management of wandering trad. Biocontrols can offer a safe, non-destructive 
and cost-effective management alternative. 

The biocontrol, leaf smut fungus (Kordyana brasiliensis) spreads through spores, and 
needs wandering trad leaves to survive. This pathogen enters wandering trad 
through the leave’s air holes (stomata), and slowly uses the weed’s energy for its 
own fungal growth. After two to three weeks, the leaves begin to develop yellow 
spots, caused by a lack of chlorophyll. Eventually the fungal infection is so severe 
that the wandering trad leaves die.  

In March, Marty Lenard from Tanti Creek Friends joined Danielle Suffern and Dan 
Reed (Biodiversity Officer) on an mission to release the fungus in two locations on 
the peninsula- Harrop Creek and Tanti Creek, Mornington. The Fungus samples 
arrived in the post, ready to be placed into garbage bins and spread out across the 
sites. Regular monitoring is occurring to see if the fungus is spreading and causing 
the desired damage to the wandering trad. It is still early days for the research– it 
may take several years to identify if it has been successful. 

You can find out more information about the smut on the CSIRO website.   

Leaf smut– coming to a reserve near you! 

Marty Lenard, Tanti Creek Friends 

assisting with introducing the Smut. 

South African Weed Orchid 

(Disa bracteata) 

Serrated Tussock    
(Nassella trichotoma)   

Chilean Needlegrass 

(Nassella neesiana). 

Image: Serrated tussock working group Image: Vic Flora  Image: Nillumbik Shire 

There are a number of lookalike indigenous species on the Peninsula. If in doubt, don’t pull it out!                                  

If you think you have spotted any of the above, please get in touch with the Natural Systems Team. 

https://www.environment.vic.gov.au/invasive-plants-and-animals/early-invaders
https://blog.csiro.au/smut-to-the-rescue/
http://vro.agriculture.vic.gov.au/dpi/vro/vrosite.nsf/pages/weeds_herbs_perennial_african_weed_orchid
http://vro.agriculture.vic.gov.au/dpi/vro/vrosite.nsf/pages/weeds_herbs_perennial_african_weed_orchid
https://agriculture.vic.gov.au/biosecurity/weeds/priority-weeds/serrated-tussock
https://agriculture.vic.gov.au/biosecurity/weeds/priority-weeds/serrated-tussock
https://agriculture.vic.gov.au/biosecurity/weeds/priority-weeds/chilean-needle-grass
https://agriculture.vic.gov.au/biosecurity/weeds/priority-weeds/chilean-needle-grass
https://business.facebook.com/serratedtussock/?tn-str=k*F
https://vicflora.rbg.vic.gov.au/flora/taxon/24a0a8c1-38bb-45eb-bdb3-4dea32a0800f
https://www.nillumbik.vic.gov.au/files/assets/public/environment/natural-environment/south-african-weed-orchid-disa-bracteata-fact-sheet.pdf

