
 

 

Hi Friends, 

I am so glad we are starting to get back into working bee’s! Groups are busy weeding 
and catching up with friends and neighbours again. 

Next weekend, Sunday 7
th
 March is Clean Up Australia Day. Jump online and see 

where your nearest Clean Up site is and good luck to all the groups who have organised 
an event. Currently there are over 25 registered sites on the Mornington Peninsula.  

Thank you to everyone for your ongoing commitment and understanding as we still   
navigate our way through Covid restrictions.  

All the best,  

Hannah  

A reminder that this newsletter, along with previous newsletters can be found on the 
Shires ‘Friends Group’ webpage and that any underlined text in newsletters will take 
you to a linked webpage. 

A recent survey undertaken by DELWP (Volunteering Naturally 2019) found most environmental volunteers “are 
passionate about caring for our natural environment, but want greater flexibility in how and when they volunteer; 
volunteering needs to be balanced with family, work, study and caring responsibilities. Volunteers want more one-off 
event-based volunteering that enables them to make short-term commitments to a cause they care about” 
 

One of the four trends that came out of this report was that “the environmental sector tends to offer structured, group-
based volunteering opportunities that often need an ongoing commitment from volunteers. This form of volunteering is 
not consistent with the emerging demand for event-based volunteering opportunities”. 
 

How can our group become involved in event based volunteering? 
There is no point re-inventing the wheel, why not sign up to an already existing event? 
There are many environmentally focused events occurring including National Tree Day, 
Clean Up Australia Day or even become involve in a citizen science program. 
 

National Tree Day 2021  
 

Sunday 1st August 2021 
 
We all know people love planting trees! This is a fantastic way of introducing people to your group and involving the 
whole community. 
Plant orders have already been organised for 2021 event, so all you need to do is sign up to the event. 

 

Simply register your tree planting event by visiting the National Day Tree website.                                                           
If you are planning to run an event please have a chat to Danielle or Hannah prior as the nursery staff will need to be 
notified ASAP. 

What is event based 
volunteering?             

Simply it is a one off event 
that requires no long term 

commitment from the 
volunteer. For example 
Clean Up Australia Day. 

Event based volunteering 

National Tree Day at 
Hillview Community 
Park, 2019 

The Shire’s corporate Clean 
Up event, 2020 

https://www.cleanupaustraliaday.org.au/
https://www.environment.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/435062/Volunteering-naturally-FA1-booklet.pdf
https://treeday.planetark.org/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=NTD%20January%20newsletter&utm_content=NTD%20January%20newsletter+CID_bc7a1fd5fd39a35ef90d4f3d206dd741&utm_source=Campaign%20Emails&utm_term=Register
https://planetark.org/programs/national-tree-day


Grants 

Hop onto the Frog Censes App 

Introductory Walk and Talk at Tootgarook Wetlands 
In April, the Shire will be teaming up with Melbourne Water to deliver an introductory event covering the use of the 
Melbourne Water Frog Census App. This evening event is aimed at enabling keen citizen scientists (that’s you!) to 
contribute to the collection of ecological data as part of an existing long-term monitoring project.  

Meeting after dusk, we will begin with an introduction to the local amphibian ecology followed by a demonstration of 
how to use the app and a walk and talk to undertake data gathering and submission.  

This event will take place at a Shire reserve within the Tootgarook Wetlands, exact dates and times are to be 
confirmed. There is a cap on the number of participants so if you are interested in participating in this event or would 
like to discuss arranging a similar activity for your local reserve or Friends Group, please get in touch with our 
Biodiversity Officer, Dan Reed dan.reed@mornpen.vic.gov.au 

Grant Application period 

DELWP - Port Phillip Bay Fund 
Supports projects that aim to protect the health of the Bay and bay 
catchment area. 

Up to $20 000 or $50 000  

Open now 

Closes Thursday 1 April 2021 

DELWP - Community Volunteer Action Grants 

Stream 1: Strengthening Environmental Volunteering, up to $30 000 

Stream 2: Biodiversity On-ground Action and Stewardship , up to $50 000 

 

Open now 

Closes Thursday 1 April 2021 

Melbourne Water - Liveable communities, Liveable waterways 

No capped amount 

Applications are always open 

Shire’s Biolink Support Grant                                                                                        
On-ground biodiversity outcomes through biolinks on private and/or public 
land, that align with the objectives and actions of the Mornington 
Peninsula Biodiversity Conservation Plan                                                 
Up to $10 000 

Open now 

Closes Friday 5 March 2021 

Groups will be busy over the next month working tirelessly to get grant applications in.                                                             

The following grants are currently available:  

https://www.melbournewater.com.au/water-data-and-education/get-involved/be-citizen-scientist/frog-census
mailto:dan.reed@mornpen.vic.gov.au
https://www.marineandcoasts.vic.gov.au/grants/port-phillip-bay-fund
https://www.environment.vic.gov.au/grants/community-volunteer-action-grants-biodiversity-on-ground-action-and-stewardship
https://www.melbournewater.com.au/water-data-and-education/get-involved/apply-funding/LCLW-program


First working bee for 

Moorooduc Equestrian club 
The Moorooduc Equestrian Club leases a large parcel 
of land from the Shire. Within the parcel are incredible 
remnant patches of tall messmate forest, boggy 
wetlands and open grassy patches. 

With such a large parcel of vegetation to manage, the 
club made contact with our team to seek advice on how 
best to protect the biodiversity values of the area 
through their established monthly working bees. 

The group aims to start chipping away at the abundance 
of Sweet Pittosporum which has taken over the mid-
story of the forested areas and stay on top of the 
Blackberry. Good luck with your future bee’s. 

 

Silver ‘Weeding’ Anniversary 
Congratulations to the Friends of Dimmicks Bushland Reserve who recently celebrated their 25th ‘weeding’          

anniversary! Our dear friend Matt Stahmer named the group “the Silvereyes”...  

“Silvereyes are often seen foraging through the understory in a large social group and are regularly heard, through 

a lot of chattering, before they are seen. Also, they migrate to Queensland during the winter months”   

The Friends Group formed in 1996, following the amalgamation of Flinders and Mornington Shires. The newly     
appointed Mornington Peninsula Shire proposed to sell off two blocks of vegetation that bordered the Mornington 
Peninsula National Park. If sold, access to Dimmicks beach from both Mungala Crescent and Carslake Avenue 
would have been blocked. Over 100 community members rallied to object to the selloff which resulted in the       
creation of Dimmicks Bushland Reserve, on the condition that a Friends Group was established to carry out regular 
maintenance.  

25 years later the group still undertakes monthly working bees– with a large emphasis on catching up with        
neighbours and having a laugh. 

Friends of Dimmicks Bushland Reserve celebrating 25 years 

Piles of Pittosporums after a successful working bee 



Warreen Beek Rangers 

Audio trail upgrade 

Hon. Greg Hunt with BERG MM president 

Peter McMahon.                                                 

Photo: Liz Barraclough 

Local Federal Member the Hon. Greg Hunt visited Balcombe 
Estuary Reserve in January to see BERG MM’s updated ‘Dragonfly’ 
and ‘Yellow Robin’ audio trails in action.  

The audio trail is positioned in the popular picnic ground off Mirang 
Avenue. Community members use their phone to scan the QR code 
which activates the audio. 

The upgrade of these trails was funded by the Stronger 
Communities Programme, a Commonwealth initiative which funds 
small capital projects that improve local community participation and 
contribute to vibrant, viable communities. BERG Mt Martha 
President Peter McMahon and Field Officer Liz Barraclough 
demonstrated how to interact with the trail, followed by a typically 
scrumptious BERG Mt Martha morning tea. 

The Warreen Beek Rangers program is a conservation and land management course designed by Trust For 
Nature  and the Bunurong Land Council for Traditional Owners/Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples 
wishing to gain skills to work on Country. In February, a third round of students started Certificate III of Conservation 
and Land Management at Holmesglen Institute. Previous graduates of the program have successfully gained 
employment in the land management sector. 

The course was given the name Warreen Beek Rangers by the Bunurong Land Council Aboriginal Corporation. 
Those participating in the program have the opportunity to learn new skills such as chainsaw techniques, herbicide 
use, weed control and cultural studies. 

The Warreen Beek Rangers have worked across many Shire Reserves including Tootgarook wetlands and many 
culturally significant coastal sites, and have been involved in the collection of seed and propagation of Grass Trees.  

Warreen Beek Rangers course participants, Trust For Nature and Mornington 
Peninsula Shire Staff out on site during a tree planting day.                            
Photo: Annette Ruzicka  



From our Bushland Management Team...  

If you've noticed used face masks on the roadside or at your local beach, you're not alone. With 6.8 billion disposable 
face masks being used across the globe each day, face mask pollution is becoming an all-too-common sight. A local 
team of researchers from RMIT decided to come up with a solution to this growing waste problem. “We know that even 
if these masks are disposed of properly, they will go to landfill or they’ll be incinerated,” said research team leader 
Professor Jie Li. 

A published experimental study found that face masks can be recycled to make roads. The research team developed a 
material that can be used for base layers of roads and pavements made from shredded face masks and processed 
building rubble. A one kilometre stretch of a two-lane road would use approximately 3 million masks!                          

While face masks are a relatively new waste problem, the construction, renovation, 
and demolition sectors account for about half the world's total annual waste 
production. 

The RMIT research team may have come up with the perfect recipe to tackle both 
waste streams using a mixture of 1 per cent shredded face masks and 99 per cent 
recycled concrete aggregate (the other ingredient in the road base mix). This ratio 
creates a strong yet flexible product, meaning it won't crack under the pressure of 
heavy trucks, holds up when tested for stress, acid and water resistance and meets 
civil engineering safety standards. 

After the success of their pilot study, the researchers are now looking at the 
possibility of creating a concrete aggregate with face masks. 

Article source: Millions of disposable face masks could be used to make new roads 
(planetark.org) 

Another use for disposable facemasks 

The weeds have kept growing all through Summer, so it is great that working bees are back on (except for the 
groups that missed out during the snap lockdown!). There are a number of grants open at the moment so please 
contact Hannah if you have any areas in mind that might benefit from funding.  

At times, your usual Site Coordinator has not been able to attend your working bee and a fill-in has been sent. 
Thank you for your understanding as we all get our lives back on track and catch up on rescheduled events since 
recent COVID lockdowns were lifted.   

We keenly await May to kickstart our planting season for this year. The Shire Nursery are working very hard getting 
all the plant orders grown. A big thanks to the Briars Nursery Team for always producing such high-quality plants. 
On behalf of the Site Coordinators, we look forward to working with you soon.  

Take care 

Danielle          

Suffern 

Image from the Planet Ark article 

Chocolate Lily                   
Anthropodium 
strictum  

Sweet Bursaria 
Bursaria spinosa  

Eastern Spinebill feeding on 
a grevilia                            
Image Mall Legg 

https://planetark.org/newsroom/news/millions-of-disposable-face-masks-could-be-used-to-make-new-roads
https://planetark.org/newsroom/news/millions-of-disposable-face-masks-could-be-used-to-make-new-roads


Restoring threatened Swamp Skink habitat 

Adding a bit of colour 
Junior ‘BERGers’  along Mount Martha Foreshore recently 

hydro-dipped plant guards in bright coloured designs and 

installed them along the foreshore. You can see some of 

them behind the fence opposite the Mt Martha Village.  

 

In 2015 the Shire commissioned a study on 
Managing Swamp Skink habitat which 
highlighted that Swamp Skinks prefer micro-
environments where vegetation is very 
dense at ground level up to two metres and 
with little or no overstorey. When heathy 
vegetation or overstorey trees develop a 
continuous cover at heights greater than two 
to three metres, the habitat becomes 
unsuitable for Swamp Skinks. 

Due to ecological process such as herbivore 
browsing and fire being absent from the 
landscape, clever alternatives are needed to 
ensure that Swamp Skink habitat on the 
peninsula stay healthy and well managed. 
The Friends of Chinamans Creek have been 
working with our bushland management 
team to give tussock grasses (pictured) a 
much-needed haircut to remove years of 
thatch build-up and stimulate new growth. 
Continuous low vegetation (mostly tussocks 
grasses and sedges) is used by Swamp 
Skinks for basking, foraging and shelter. 

Swamp Skink management guidelines 

Robertson and Clemann.pdf (swifft.net.au)  Before After 

Gardens for Wildlife  
The community have voted for a mascot to 

represent the Gardens for Wildlife program and 

the Blue-Banded Bee buzzed its way to the top 

of the recent poll.  The Blue-Banded Bee gets 

its name from the striking metallic turquoise 

bands running across its golden and white 

fluffy body.  

Next step for the program is for a local artist to 

prepare an illustration of the Blue-Banded Bee 

to be incorporated in our Gardens for Wildlife 

logo.   

Blue banded bee 
Amegilla spp. 

https://www.swifft.net.au/resources/Swamp%20Skink%20management%20guidelines%20Robertson%20and%20Clemann.pdf
https://www.swifft.net.au/resources/Swamp%20Skink%20management%20guidelines%20Robertson%20and%20Clemann.pdf

