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Wastewater is any water 
that has been negatively 
affected in quality by human 
activity. This can be derived 
from domestic, industrial, 
commercial or agricultural 
activities, surface runoff or 
stormwater and sewerage. 
Domestic wastewater disposal 
is an important environmental 
issue on the Mornington 
Peninsula. There are more 
than 25,000 properties 
across the Peninsula without 
reticulated sewerage, relying 
on septic tank systems to 
dispose of their wastewater. In 
this newsletter we celebrate 
a handful of  the Shire’s 2018 
wastewater achievements and 
profile some of the great work 
being undertaken across  
the Peninsula.

Wastewater Management Plan  
2018-2023
Mornington Peninsula Shire Council 
has recently adopted its Wastewater 
Management Plan 2018-2023 to address 
the environmental and public health risks 
posed by residential and commercial 
wastewater on the Peninsula. 

Wastewater disposal is a significant 
environmental issue on the Mornington 
Peninsula. The Shire has the highest number 
of septic systems of any Victorian council, 
leaving around 25,000 properties across the 
peninsula without reticulated sewerage. 

Many of these systems were approved 
decades ago and are discharging 
bacteria and other contaminants into 
groundwater and waterways. Poorly 
maintained wastewater systems at 
commercial premises also contribute to 
contaminating local waterways.

The plan was developed with significant 
input from environment groups and the 
local wastewater industry. Its aims are to

• prevent individual and cumulative 
impacts the environment

• protect public health

• develop strategies for the management 
of wastewater

• provide for coordinated wastewater 
planning and services by council  
and stakeholders.

Mornington Peninsula Shire Mayor Councillor 
David Gill said “the Shire recognises the 
importance of wastewater management 
and we welcome the support of the local 
wastewater industry and community groups 
in working with us to manage those risks”. 

To read the Wastewater Management Plan 2018-2023 head to:  
 mornpen.vic.gov.au/wastewater
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In October 2018, the Shire attended ‘Waste Expo Australia’. 
The two-day event is the most comprehensive conference and 
exhibition platform in the waste management and resource 
recovery sector. The Melbourne expo delivered record attendance 
with reports indicating more than 4,500 trade visitors . The event 
was geared around robust and innovative ideas sharing and 
presentations from local government representatives, industry 
leading experts, key industry bodies and industry associations.

This year saw the inclusion of the inaugural ‘Wastewater Summit’, 
which featured leading water utility corporations and industry 
innovators who gave insights into the technology, regulations and 
operational improvements that are driving the sector.

Buruli Ulcer update 
The department of Health Human services (DHHS), Barwon 
Health and Mornington Peninsula Shire are collaborating in a 
world first transmission intervention study for Buruli Ulcer (BU). 
The study hopes to provide laboratory and field evidence that 
will consolidate understanding of BU transmission and provide 
an evidence-based solution to stop the spread of this terrible 
disease. For more information on how to reduce the risk of 
infection while working outdoors or in the garden this summer, 
please visit our website or call us on the number below. Early 
diagnosis and prompt treatment can reduce the risks.  

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/burulidisease   
 1300 850 600

Boneo Water Recycling Plant upgrade 
The Peninsula will soon benefit from a $130m investment in new, 
energy-efficient water treatment and recycling infrastructure as 
a result of an upgrade to the Boneo Water Recycling Plant. This 
will support population growth, protect the local environment 
and maximise recycled water production for local businesses. It 
will also support the seasonal spikes in sewage inflows during 

the summer months when increased visitors to the region cause 
a 50 per cent increase in flows to the treatment plant. The work 
is expected to commence early 2019 and be completed by 
early 2021. For more information, visit  

 southeastwater.com.au  
 1800 055 465

More homes connected  
to sewer 
The Peninsula ECO Sewerage project has assisted more than 
4,700 customers on the southern end of the peninsula connect 
to sewer since 2014.  Customers are choosing to connect for 
many reasons including having a healthy home, caring for the 
local environment and for peace of mind that their wastewater 
will be correctly managed. Unfortunately many property 
owners believed that their septic functioned well without any 
maintenance costs until they discovered problems below the 
surface. Fast tracking your sewer connection for your own 
peace of mind has never been easier. Contact South East Water 
for more information on how to become better connected:  

 betterconnected.com.au, 
 1800 720 613 (Rye Office) 

or visit the ECO office at 2449 Point Nepean Rd Rye  
(next to the car wash)
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VAGO Report on Domestic Wastewater 
In July the Victorian Auditor Generals 
Office conducted an audit of the Shire 
to determine whether the environmental 
and public health impacts of domestic 
wastewater are being effectively 
managed.  South East Water Yarra Valley 
Water, Yarra Ranges Council,Mornington 
Peninsula Shire Council, the Department 
of Environment, Land, Water and Planning 
(DELWP) and the Environment Protection 
Authority (EPA) were all part of the 
comprehensive audit process conducted.

The audit looked at the efficiency, 
economy and effectiveness of water 
authorities’ sewer backlog programs, the 
extent to which councils are managing 
the risks on onsite domestic wastewater 
and the regulatory system and whether 
its implementation supports water 
authorities and councils in protecting the 
environment and public health.

The report tabled in State parliament 
in September made eight 
recommendations for DELWP and EPA, 
four recommendations for the Shire and 
three recommendations for SEW. The 
Shire was commended on much of the 
work it has been doing to manage the 
risks posed by domestic wastewater. 

Clean Beach  
and 
Waterways  
Award 2018 
The Shire’s innovative Septic 
Track App, which helps to 
monitor and centrally manage 
information regarding 
domestic wastewater 
disposal, has been 
recognised with two state 
awards including: 

• Keep Victoria Beautiful 
Tidy Town Awards 2018 
Finalist in the Clean Beach 
and Waterways Catagory 
‘Addressing the impact  
of Septic Tanks on  
the Peninsula’

• 2018 Stormwater  
VIC conference 
Commendation in  
‘excellence and research’. 

For the full report and recommendations, which have been adopted by Council in the  
new Domestic Wastewater Plan 2018-23, please visit: 

 audit.vic.gov.au/report/managing-environmental-impacts-domestic-wastewater
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Clean waterways are everyone’s business and we all have a 
role to play in protecting our natural environment. 

Mornington Peninsula Shire has worked with Melbourne Water 
and South East Water throughout 2018 to help keep local 
waterways clean and ensure industrial trade waste doesn’t 
make its way to our local catchments and beaches. 

Shire Mayor Councillor David Gill urges local business owners 
to be diligent when disposing of industrial trade waste. 

“It’s up to all of us to work together to ensure industrial trade 
waste is directed to the sewer and kept out of our waterways.

“Stormwater drains at industrial estates often feed into 
significant catchment areas. For example, Rosebud West and 
Mornington industrial estates flow into Port Phillip Bay.

“Monitoring and protecting local waterways and stormwater 
drains is an essential part of the Shire’s efforts to protect 
our environment”. 

Stormwater drains at the Rosebud West Industrial Estate 
also feed into Drum Drum Alloc catchment which then flows 
into Chinamans Creek within close proximity to Tootgarook 
Wetland; the largest groundwater-dependent ecosystem and 
freshwater marsh in the region. 

The Shire suggests local businesses follow five simple tips to 
keep waterways clean:

1. Check your drains and conduct a waste audit of your 
business. Identify and then manage your waste streams 
effectively, efficiently and legally. Is your wastewater going 
where it should? Consider what other companies within 
your industry are doing

2. Review your product choices. Set environmental 
standards for your suppliers as well as yourselves. Ask 
your suppliers to help reduce your chemical usage and 
therefore the risk to your business 

3. Only store what you need, keep all storage areas 
uncluttered, clean and clearly labelled. Ensure that stored 
materials can not contaminate stormwater. Only stockpile 
wastes if this enables more cost effective recycling

4. Designate a bunded area. Have a spill kit available. 
Ensure your staff can quickly and safely block stormwater 
drains in an emergency

5. Ensure all staff know the difference between stormwater 
and sewer. Ask for help. The Shire has a range of 
educational materials available to assist business owners 
and staff to prevent stormwater pollution while protecting 
our waterways and beaches.

This Shire work is assisted by the Victorian Government 
through Melbourne Water Corporation as part of the Living 
Rivers Stormwater Program.

For more information or to access the business  
resources online, visit:  
mornpen.vic.gov.au/tradewaste

If you see a contaminated waterway or witness incorrect 
disposal of industrial trade waste, contact the Shire or 
report it online at:  

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/report-it

Keeping Peninsula waterways clean  
is everyone’s business
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