
Police Point Artist in Residence (AiR) Artist Brief 

Police Point Shire Park (PPSP) and the Point Nepean National Park is a nationally significant 
cultural heritage site is located on the lands of the Boonwurrung-balug, one of the six clans of the 
Bunurong people, part of the Kulin Nation of Central Victoria. 

From 1850-1970s, Police Point Shire Park was the location of the local Police Barracks and 
Quarantine station. The Gatekeeper’s Cottage was occupied by the police officers with the first 
Quarantine Station Superintendent being Sebastian Kendall who was stationed at Police Point 
from 1911 - 1942. In 1970, the site was used by the Department of Defence, repurposing the police 
barracks for army use. More recently in 2004, the government transferred the land and the historic 
cottages to the Mornington Peninsula Shire, and the park was established. It has since been 
added to the National Heritage list in 2006 and is also included in heritage listings at both state 
and local levels. 
 

POLICE POINT AiR PROGRAM 
 
The Artist in Residence Cottage 
The Gatekeepers Cottage is a two-bedroom residence with reading room and studio, kitchen and 
dining room, bathroom, toilet, and laundry. The cottage boasts beautiful natural light with large 
windows looking out over the grounds and coastline. 
The cottage is fully furnished with hard wood living and carpeted bedroom areas with block out 
blinds and has heating a cooling. The property is securely fenced, and the cottage has an alarm 
for security.  
Parking for one car is available on site. Visitor car parking is located at the entrance to Police 
Point Shire Park. Whilst the Gatekeeper’s Cottage is considered isolated, the Park shares its 
eastern border with privately owned residences and is frequented by visitors and walkers. 
 

  

The Location 
Police Point Shire Park is situated on the border of the Point Nepean National Park, a vast 560ha 
park with a rich history which spans back thousands of years to the Bunurong people, it has 
played an important role for early settlement, quarantine and defence of Victoria. The park is 
located at the very tip of the Mornington Peninsula, with outstanding coastal scenery and 
panoramic views of Bass Strait, the Rip and Port Phillip with historic military forts and tunnels and 
the historic Quarantine Station.  
The local township of Portsea is within walking distance and Sorrento is a short three-minute bus 
or car trip. Supermarkets, pharmacies, banks, a newsagency, cafés, restaurants, cinemas and 
galleries form part of the village atmosphere. There is a Public Transport Victoria Bus 788 bus 
stop at the entrance of Point Nepean National Park. If driving, take Eastern Freeway (M3), then 
Mornington Peninsula Freeway (M11). The Queenscliff to Sorrento passenger ferry operates every 
day on the hour from 7am to 6pm. 



 

 

What is provided?  
• Key Safe Box: for key pick up on arrival  
• Studio: easel, storage cupboard, chairs, worktables and a large wall for display (2)  
• Kitchen: including electric stove top, wall oven microwave and fridge 
• Dining: Table and Chairs (4) 
• Laundry: washing machine, clothes rack, vacuum cleaner and cleaning products 
• Bedrooms: Two bedrooms with linen and towels provided 
• Living room: Double couch, two lounge chairs, reading lamp, radio/CD player 
• Outdoors: Parking for one car, garden table and chairs 
• WiFi 
  
Pets 
Dogs are prohibited from all areas of Point Nepean National Park and the Shire does not allow 
pets in the Gatekeeper’s cottage or surrounds. Assistance animals are an exception and must be 
bought to the attention of the Shire Officer.  
  
Costs  
The base rate is $300 per week (plus GST) 
Successful applicants will be: 
- Invoiced prior to the commencement of their residency and full payment is required before 
occupancy of the cottage 
- Required to provide a credit card bond for any breaches of the Occupancy Agreement 
- Responsible for all other costs associated with the residency including travel, contents insurance, 
materials and equipment 
- No living allowance is provided 
  
Who can apply? 
The Police Point Shire Park Artist in Residence (AiR) program is open to all emerging and 
established artists, writers, musicians and creatives. The Mornington Peninsula Shire invites 
Expressions of Interest for both supported and fee-paying residencies ranging from a minimum of 
two weeks to a maximum of four weeks.  
  
Criteria and assessment process  
Open to any emerging and established artists interested in the time and space to develop their 
current practice.  
Applications will be accepted from Australian and International artists.  
Applications will be assessed by members of the Arts and Culture Advisory Panel and Shire 
Officers.  
  
 
 


