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Warringinee group welcome 
Welcome to the fifth edition of the Warringinee News.  This newsletter is 

published three times a year and highlights the Warringinee Group 

activities, programs and projects, as well as relevant local organisations 

and service providers and events of interest to the local Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander community. 

This Newsletter is intended to be a collaborative publication that 

encourages information sharing between the Mornington Peninsula 

Shire and local residents. It celebrates the many Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander successes occurring in and around the Peninsula, as well 

as highlighting issues affecting our community.  

In this edition you will find information about: 

➢ the new Warringinee Group 

➢ COVID-19 

➢ First Peoples’ Health and Wellbeing 

➢ new staff members 

➢ Mornington Peninsula Shire’s Reconciliation Action Plan 

➢ programs of interest, and  

➢ priority projects. 

If you have an article, story, picture or information about a project or 

event we would love to hear from you. Please email us at:   

 Warringinee@mornpen.vic.gov.au.  

We hope you enjoy this newsletter and encourage you to contribute to 

our future publications.  

Issue No. 5 – June 2020 

Mornington Peninsula Shire acknowledges and pays respect to the Bunurong/Boon Wurrung 

people, the traditional custodians of these lands and waters 

the traditional custodians of these lands and waters. 

mailto:Warringinee@mornpen.vic.gov.au
mailto:Warringinee@mornpen.vic.gov.au
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Kerry Fortuyn 

 
Hi, my name is Kerry and I am honoured to join 
the Warringinee Team in a temporary role as 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Access 
and Support. 
 
Hopefully I am familiar to many around and 
about through Community over the years.  
 
A little bit about myself: I just ticked over another 
birthday - not giving away any secrets but I was 
born at the Hastings Bush Nursing Hospital 
(that’s a while ago now!). I am also a proud 
Mumma to three gorgeous girls. 
 
Most of my working life has been dedicated to 
working with bubbas and young families. I spent 
wonderful years of my life living and working 
within Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island 
communities in the top end of Queensland.  
 
More recently my role at the Shire has been 
within Supported Playgroups across the 
Mornington Peninsula.  
  
If you think, “Hang on a minute, I know that face“ 
maybe you’ve seen me over the years at Willum 
Warrain. I was co-facilitating the Koorie Kids 
Bush Playgroup where fun, happiness and 
connection was infectious. 
 
If I haven’t had the pleasure of meeting you yet 
I look forward to introducing myself, particularly 
in these very interesting times. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Warringinee Group has recently 
employed two new staff members: Jida 
McCartney and Kerry Fortuyn.  

Jida McCartney has taken on the role of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Community Development Officer and Kerry 
Fortuyn has been employed as Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Access and Support 
Officer.    

Jida McCartney 

Hello and greetings to you all. My name is Jida 
and I am a proud Aboriginal man who grew up 
in country NSW in a place called Balranald, on 
the Murrumbidgee River. My tribes are Nari 
Nari, Yorta Yorta, Wotjobaluk and Boon 
Wurrung. I have two beautiful children, both 
under five, and I am loving fatherhood. 
 
I have extensive experience working with 
vulnerable young people within the Justice 
system.  

I have worked in many different Aboriginal 
Community Controlled Organisations in the 
South East Metro. I am dedicated to ensuring 
all Aboriginal people have the same 
opportunity for support, love and culture, 
regardless of where they started from. 

I am looking forward to continuing to build 
strong connections alongside other 
stakeholders within the region.  

 

Team update 
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COVID-19 and what it means for our 

Aboriginal Community  

Aboriginal peak organisations and leadership 

are working closely with local, state and 

Commonwealth governments to coordinate 

response plans and ensure we have the 

necessary resources, equipment, supplies and 

support for our community. 

 

Emergencies mean different things to different 

people. They are often defined as ‘an event 

requiring a significant, coordinated response’. 

These events can range from a cyclone or 

flood, to a vehicle crash or family dispute. Our 

communities have always supported each 

other in events like these.  

 

A State of Emergency has been declared in 

Victoria due to the serious risk to public health 

posed by COVID-19. 

 

Facing challenges such as COVID-19 is not 

new to Aboriginal communities as we have 

responded to many different emergencies for 

many years. However, this will take all of us 

working together to keep us strong, safe and 

well. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 naccho.org.au/home/aboriginal-health-

alerts-coronavirus-covid-19/ 

 

 vaccho.org.au/about-us/coronavirus-

information/ 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.naccho.org.au/home/aboriginal-health-alerts-coronavirus-covid-19/
https://www.naccho.org.au/home/aboriginal-health-alerts-coronavirus-covid-19/
https://www.naccho.org.au/home/aboriginal-health-alerts-coronavirus-covid-19/
https://www.naccho.org.au/home/aboriginal-health-alerts-coronavirus-covid-19/
https://www.vaccho.org.au/about-us/coronavirus-information/
https://www.vaccho.org.au/about-us/coronavirus-information/
https://www.vaccho.org.au/about-us/coronavirus-information/
https://www.vaccho.org.au/about-us/coronavirus-information/
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First Peoples’ Health and Wellbeing announce 

second clinic in Melbourne in under 12 months 

The Board of Directors and CEO at First Peoples’ 

Health and Wellbeing are excited to announce the 

establishment of our Frankston clinic, our second in 

under 12 months.  

 

Building on the success of our first clinic in 

Thomastown and responding to the community 

need, CEO Karinda Taylor said: “We are proud to 

announce the expansion of our service that enables 

us to work towards providing metropolitan-wide 

culturally safe health care to Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander people across greater Melbourne”.  

 

Based on consultation with local community around 

unmet health needs, as well as detailed population 

mapping, this clinic will offer Community Controlled 

comprehensive primary health care to the 6,000 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people living in 

the Frankston, Mornington Peninsula and 

surrounding areas – a population larger than the 

number of First Nations people living in Alice 

Springs. 

 

 

 

In consultation with Nairm Marr Djambana, 

Willum Warrain and Peninsula Health, we look 

forward to providing the exceptional standard 

of quality health care and culturally safe 

delivery that has been welcomed by the 

hundreds of patients accessing the 

Thomastown clinic in Melbourne’s north. 

 

Located a one-minute walk from Frankston 

Station and as a comprehensive bulk billing 

service incorporating an onsite pharmacy, this 

clinic will be open to all Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander peoples and their families. 

 

We are hopeful of support and investment from 

the South Eastern Melbourne PHN, Victorian 

Department of Health and Human Services and 

Commonwealth Department of Health. 

 

For media enquires: 

Karinda Taylor 

Chief Executive Officer 

 Karinda.Taylor@fphw.org.au  

 

mailto:Adam.Magennis@mornpen.vic.gov.au
mailto:Adam.Magennis@mornpen.vic.gov.au
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The team from First peoples’ set up and 

ready at Nairm Marr Djambana 

The team from First peoples’ set up and 

ready at Willum Warrain 

Flu Vaccinations at Nairm Marr 

Djambana and Willum Warrain  

Gathering Place 

 

Being in the middle of a pandemic with stage 

3 restrictions and a declared state of 

emergency meant we needed to be creative. 

Offering a carpark clinic was one way to 

ensure as many Aboriginal community 

members as possible received a flu shot  

this season. 

 

This was the first time a flu vaccine carpark 

clinic had been offered and the response 

from the community was overwhelmingly 

positive, with 127 flu shots administered 

across the two Aboriginal gathering places. 

The flu vaccine clinic was delivered 

by our entire leadership team: Dr 

Peter Walsh, Medical Director, 

Stevie-Lee Ryan, Aboriginal Health 

Practitioner, Erin Manderson, 

Executive Director Primary and 

Population Health and Strategy and 

Karinda Taylor, CEO and Registered 

Nurse and Midwife.  
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Hey, I’m Kayla, I am a proud Gurindji woman 

and was born on Larrakia land in Darwin, NT. 

I have been fortunate to work at Mornington 

Peninsula Shire in a vast number of roles 

over the past 10 years.  

 

Over the past nine months I have been 

working in a secondment position as the 

Indigenous Cultural Inclusions Officer within 

our Youth Services area. 

 

One of my favourite things to be part of was 

working with Indigenous Hip Hop Project to 

bring together a deadly performance by 

Indigenous young people and their allies. 

 

The young people wrote the lyrics and 

another group sung and recorded it. It will be 

released shortly so keep an eye out 

@mornpenyouth 

 

I also work at Deadly Kids at Willum Warrain, 

which is held on a Thursday. It’s been 

awesome to see the passion these young 

ones have.  

 

I cannot wait to explore more ways to 

promote indigenous culture in our community.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Employee Profile:  

Kayla Cartledge 
Cartledge 
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Balee Group Program 
Boon Wurrung word for “Family” 

 

The Balee Program is the Shire’s 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

social support program. The Program 

provides culturally safe workshops and 

activities to Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander people, partners and carers. It 

includes activities such as men’s didge 

making, wood burning, feather flowers, 

emu egg carving, basket weaving and 

arts and crafts. 

 

There are no group sessions at the 

moment due to COVID-19 restrictions 

and we are taking care of culture, family 

and community by staying at home.  

 

The Balee group is keeping in touch with 

regular yarns on the phone, sharing 

stories and memories, often over a cup 

of tea and a laugh.  

 

The Warringinee team are able to 

organise support and supplies from 

community through non-contact delivery. 

 

Dawn Campbell has been working on 
painting gum leaves with positive 
messages  

Painting by Judi Armstrong 
“Time to come out yet” 
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Each year National Reconciliation Week, held from 

27 May – 3 June, celebrates and builds on the 

respectful relationships shared by Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander peoples and other 

Australians. 

 

This year’s theme for National Reconciliation Week 

2020 is ‘In This Together’.  

 

2020 also marks the twentieth anniversary of the 

memorable reconciliation walks of 2000, when 

people came together to walk on bridges and roads 

across the nation and show their support for a more 

reconciled Australia. 

 

At its Council Meeting on 10 December 2019, 

Mornington Peninsula Shire Council adopted its 

Reconciliation Action Plan Innovate 2020-2022. 

The Plan was later endorsed by Reconciliation 

Australia on 1 April 2020.  

 

The Reconciliation Action Plan was informed by a 

comprehensive consultation process engaging 

Traditional Owner groups, local Aboriginal 

organisations, Aboriginal peak bodies, Councillors, 

Shire staff, and the broader community. 

 

Mornington Peninsula Shire Mayor Councillor Sam 

Hearn said the Reconciliation Action Plan 

consultations were overwhelmingly positive and 

demonstrated a compelling commitment to 

reconciliation. 

“The Shire is proud to be working with local 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities 

to support meaningful social, cultural and 

economic outcomes,” Councillor Hearn said. 

 

“We know that to do this, strong relationships with 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities 

must be at the heart of our work. 

 

“We are committed to listening to and learning 

from Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

peoples, including Elders and young people, to 

ensure that our efforts directly support the needs 

and aspirations of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander communities.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MPSC Reconciliation  

Action Plan 2020-2022 
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The Education and Care team pays 

respect to our First Nations peoples 

with threads of our oldest living culture 

weaved throughout the programs and 

services we provide.   

 

The team ensures that Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait islander culture is 

embedded in the way we do all our 

business.  This is cemented in our 

Best Start program that strategically 

aims to increase health outcomes for 

children from 0-8 years.  This is being 

achieved by looking at system 

changes to have a big impact.     

 

We have a focus on providing 

culturally safe services for children 

and families and increased 

participation rates for Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait islander children in all 

early childhood services.   

 

Our team ensures that our 

environment is culturally safe, both 

visually with art, flags sculptures and 

resources as well as the way our 

space ‘feels’ in the way we operate 

with high levels of respect and integrity 

for our Koori community. 

 

We also ensure acknowledgements 

are in all our documents, newsletters 

and marketing materials. 

 

 

 

The Education and Care Team 

 
 

As a result of this approach we are 

closing the gap at a local level by 

significantly increasing Early Start 

Kindergarten (ESK) uptake by our 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait islander 

families.    

 

We have seen a 232 per cent 

increase in kindergarten registrations 

in just a few years since we started 

this journey.  We follow the children’s 

attendance to make sure every 

available support is put in place to 

keep our kids at kindergarten.  This 

sets them up for success through 

their middle and high school years. 
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Hello Willum Warrain Mob,  

It has been a challenging time for all our mob during this COVID-19 pandemic and we hope all 

are staying safe and caring for one another. Unfortunately, the decision was made to shut down our 

gathering place and though this has been difficult for many, we must have the safety of all community 

members as the priority. This means we won’t be opening the gathering place during Term 2 and no 

programs will be running. We are going to support community members as best we can during this 

time and are continuing to answer our phones/emails.   

 

Keeping positive is important right now, so we wanted to reflect on our 

achievements during Term 1 2020. All our programs kicked off to a great start, 

with many new mob connecting to our gathering place. 

The hut being built in Men’s Group looks deadly; with 

the mud going on and the rock base now secured into place. It is such a 

culturally significant building for us to have and will bring 

about lots of exciting activities into the future. Women’s Group finished the frame of 

the bough shelter, made some deadly tye dye t-shirts and 

tablecloths and had a visit from Aunty Helen Bnads. Deadly 

Kids learnt about Bunjil, possum skin cloaks and spear 

throwing. It’s great to see so many young people building 

relationships and learning culture. Our bubups at Bush Kids Play have been 

learning about Tiddalick the frog, creating artwork and exploring the bush. The rammed earth garden 

beds are almost complete thanks to all the mob coming to Willum Warrain on our Community 

Day, we are looking forward to growing plenty of food.   

 

During our closure we will be focusing on maintaining our 

gathering place to ensure it doesn’t deteriorate over the next few 

months, including our Koorie Plant Trail, hut and turtle sanctuary. 

This will guarantee a thriving and vibrant gathering place when 

we reopen, and all the hard work does not go to waste. We are 

still working on getting our Men’s Shed and office extension built, 

in collaboration with Mornington Peninsula Shire.  

 

Special thanks to First Peoples’ Health and Wellbeing for running a flu vaccination clinic for our 

mob during the school holidays, we had a great turn out!  

 

We will be keeping the community informed about our reopening in the future as the pandemic 

unfolds.  Stay safe! Stay deadly! 

 

Executive Officers of Willum Warrain 
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Sharon Brindley, Aboriginal owned business 
 

Sharon Brindley, owner of Cooee Café & Catering, is a proud Yamatji / Noongar 

woman whose core purpose is to bring people together through food. Sharon grew up 

on the Mornington Peninsula, spending a lot of her childhood days with her 

grandmother in Leonora, Kalgoolie, in WA. Her grandmother would take her out bush 

and taught her how to live off the land.  

 

This is where and when Sharon developed her love of cooking and knowledge of 

Indigenous ingredients. Sharon sees food as an integral part of connecting family and 

people, regardless of their background, culture or religion. Cooee Café, the only 

Indigenous-owned café on the Mornington Peninsula, opened its doors late 2017 

offering dine in and takeaway cuisine. In 2018 Sharon began catering for business 

meetings and private functions. This has now developed into an integral part of her 

mission to introduce the flavours of our First Nations People to all Australians. 

 

Cooee Café was awarded the overall winner of 2020 Best Bites People's Choice 

Awards. 

 

 

 1/7 Thamer St, Capel Sound VIC 3940 
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Contact details 

If you would like more information regarding the Warringinee Group and their Shire activities, 

or have something you would like to contribute to the next newsletter, please contact us: 

 

 03 5950 1099 

 Warringinee@mornpen.vic.gov.au  

 21 Marine Parade, Hastings 3915 

 

The Warringinee Group, as part of the Mornington Peninsula Shire, offers support and 

assistance to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders. 

 

The information in this publication is of a general nature. The articles contained herein are not 

intended to provide a complete discussion on each subject and/ or issues canvassed. Mornington 

Peninsula Shire does not accept liability for any statement or any opinion or for any errors or 

omissions contained herein. 

mailto:Warringinee@mornpen.vic.gov.au
mailto:Warringinee@mornpen.vic.gov.au

