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Performing Arts Fund 

Program and Guidelines 

 
The Shire’s Arts & Culture Plan 2024 guides Council’s involvement and investment in cultural 
activities and arts practice within the community by developing strategic priorities to foster a rich, 
vibrant culture in our community.  

The Mornington Peninsula Shire’s Performing Arts Fund furthers the Shire’s commitment to 
promoting the role and value of arts and culture as important drivers for community development, 
economic stimulus, health and wellbeing, accessibility and inclusion and positions our region as 
the Creative Peninsula. 

Mornington Peninsula Shire supports a vibrant performing arts ecology that is consistently growing 
and collaborating, producing new and diverse works, developing audiences, creating opportunities 
and employment for local artists and arts workers, and reflecting our unique Mornington Peninsula 
environment and identity.  

We acknowledge the important contribution of performing arts companies, including in the fields of 
dance, theatre, orchestral and chamber music, and film to the Mornington Peninsula arts and 
culture landscape and support their ongoing artistic achievements and growth. 

We also understand there are many individual practitioners in the Mornington Peninsula who have 
been deeply impacted by the loss of employment and income due to Covid-19 restrictions who 
need support to develop ideas for the future and build a sustainable professional practice to 
continue to thrive in the sector. 

The Performing Arts Fund will invest in Mornington Peninsula-based creative organisations and 
individuals that seek to develop and deliver new and innovative artistic works, grow employment 
opportunities for creative and cultural workers, and engage communities with the performing arts. 

Funding is available for new works at all stages of the creative life cycle, from development to 
presentation. Applications are encouraged from creative practitioners working across the following 
art forms with performance outcomes: dance, music, theatre, cabaret, puppetry, spoken word, 
circus and physical performance, live art, film making and multidisciplinary practice. 
 

PROGRAM OBJECTIVES 

This fund aims to: 

• Support artists and organisations in the exploration and creation of innovative new 
performance-based work 

• Support capacity building, mentoring, career pathways and collaboration opportunities in 
the performing arts sector and building broader cross-sector relationships 

• Assist artists and artworkers to build sustainable professional practices and contribute to 
employment outcomes in the cultural sector  

• Support arts and cultural organisations in the planning, development and delivery of 
performing arts outcomes, and rethinking strategies and business models 

• Support business partnerships and increase opportunities for co-investment from private 
sector sources 

• Increase Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander representation within programming, new 
works, organisational workforce and leadership 
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• Support innovative approaches to audience development, digital technology, marketing and 

commercial opportunities for performing arts 
• Address barriers and increase engagement across key diversity areas (including disability, 

gender, LGBTIQ+, age and cultural diversity) in arts practice 
• Support the delivery of tour-ready performances, engagement and education activities to 

develop new audiences and contribute to the diversity of performing arts products available 
to the community  

• Support resilience, sustainability and recovery of the Mornington Peninsula through 
performing arts practice  
 

Assessment Criteria 
 

1. Rationale  

 

• A sound and clear rationale for the project idea including the reasons for the project, 
project aims, expected outcomes and why the funding is needed 

• How the activities align with one or more of the strategies outlined in the Arts & Culture 
Plan 2024 

 
2. Benefit to organisation / individual  

 

• How the funding will help the applicant develop new opportunities or activities that 
contribute to employment, career and community outcomes  

• Demonstrate cultural, artistic, social or economic returns on investment 

• Opportunity for partnerships or co-investment 

 

3. Benefit to the Mornington Peninsula’s community and creative sector   

 

• Positive impact for Mornington Peninsula audiences / communities through: 
o availability and access to creative offerings  
o demonstrated understanding of target audience/communities 
o representation of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people and diverse 

communities 
 

4. Capacity to deliver 

 

• Identify your key stakeholders, and any artistic outcomes you / they have successfully 
delivered in the past 

• Budget is viable and includes provision of appropriate fees to artists and collaborators 

• Cultural permissions and key artists are cited and confirmed (if application includes 
involvement of Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander artists/participants, a letter of 
confirmation is included) 
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Assessment Process 

Funding is available through a three-month rolling grant round. Rounds will continue until all 
funding is allocated.  

Mornington Peninsula Shire will appoint a peer assessment panel comprised of individuals 
including but not limited to panel members with specialist art form and cultural knowledge. The 
panel will be responsible for providing independent review and recommendations on applications 
to the Performing Arts Fund.  

There is no upper limit to the amount of funding that can be applied for via this program, however, 
the level of assistance available is limited by Council’s budget allocation and its priorities. No 
applicant can be guaranteed funding, nor can any applicant be guaranteed to receive the full 
requested amount; however officers will assist applicants to ensure that the funding request is 
commensurate to project viability.  

Where total funding requested is more than the funding pool allocation, amounts granted may be 
reduced to meet the broader community’s needs.  

This funding program is subject to a two-stage assessment process. Stage One comprises of an 
initial expression of interest. Successful EOI applicants will be invited to submit a full application as 
part of Stage Two.  

Assessment of applications undergo the following processes:  

Stage One 

• EOI is submitted and assessed by Officers  

• An eligibility and finance check is conducted 

• EOI submissions will be assessed and applicants notified by email within 10 working days 
whether their proposal will progress to full application 

• Successful applicants will be invited to complete Stage Two application  

• Unsuccessful applicants are notified that they will not proceed to Stage Two 

Stage Two 

• Applicants complete application, addressing additional criteria  

• Applications are progressed to an Assessment Panel. Panel meets on prescribed bi-
monthly dates 

• If application is received within 10 working days prior to next prescribed date, application 
will be deferred to next available date   

• Applicants may be requested to provide additional supporting information to assist with 
the assessment of their application 

• The Assessment Panel will evaluate and score applications for compliance with the 
criteria of the program 

• Applicants may be requested to meet with the panel to discuss their application in further 
detail 

• A decision will be made by the panel and officers via delegated authority 
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Addressing the Assessment Criteria  

Applicants are required to provide the following for assessment: 

• A description of the activity or idea, and how the proposal addresses one or more of 
the goals in the Arts & Culture Plan 2024 (EOI only) 

 

Once progressed to the Stage Two, the following will be required:  

• Detailed responses to the assessment criteria. Accepted formats for this component 
are written, audio recording, video submission or mixed media:  

o Project rationale 
o Benefit to organisation / individual  
o Benefit to the Mornington Peninsula’s community and creative sector   
o Capacity to deliver 

• Provide a detailed budget outlining how grant funds will be spent, and any co-
contribution 

• Further supporting material that respond to the assessment criteria, including artist / 
participant CVs, examples of previous work, and current developments. Video and 
audio supporting material is welcomed.   

• If you have accessibility needs or require assistance in completing this application, 
please get in touch with us  

 

General Eligibility  

Minimum eligibility requirements to be considered for funding:  

• Applicants must be based within the Mornington Peninsula Shire Local Government 

Area.  

• Program is open to creative and cultural sector incorporated not-for-profit community 

groups/organisations, commercial creative and cultural sector organisations and 

individuals (for the purpose of this grant referred to as ‘artist’) registered as a sole 

trader. 

• Non-for-profit group applicants without incorporation or Sole Trader status are able to 

be auspiced by an eligible organisation. An Auspice Agreement must be completed 

and attached to the application. The organisation that agrees to auspice must be 

involved in the conduct and financial management of the project for which a grant is 

being sought. An auspice organisation is limited to auspice a maximum of 2 

unincorporated groups. 

• ABN status must be provided. Applicants without an ABN must submit an Australian 

Tax Office Statement by a Supplier Form with their application. 

• The applicant must have a current and adequate level of public liability insurance 

relevant to the project. 

• Only one application per organisation can be accepted to a maximum of 2 funding 

programs in a financial year. 
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• While there is no restriction on where activities during the development are undertaken, 

any associated performance outcome must debut within the Mornington Peninsula Shire 

Local Government area.  

• The organisation/applicant must not be in debt to the Council and must have acquitted or 

is compliant with all grants previously awarded by Council 

 

Ineligible for Funding  

• Applicants not located within the Mornington Peninsula Shire Local Government Area.  

• Activities that do not directly benefit the Mornington Peninsula region and/or community  

• Activities, programs, projects and events currently supported by another Mornington 

Peninsula Shire funding source/grant per financial year.  

• Sporting trips, educational, civic or political events, conferences, seminars or similar.  

• Activities and projects that are the responsibility of a group under their incorporation or 

lease/license agreement.  

• Applications for core business activities for which an applicant is already funded by a level 

of Government.  

• Organisations that are politically based or those who operate principally as a 

lobby/advocacy group. 

• Applicants in receipt of gaming machine revenue.  

• Requests for contributions toward major capital work projects or capital expenses.  

• Requests to fund purchases that would otherwise be covered by insurance.  

• Gifts, prizes, appeals, donations, campaigns and general fundraising.  

• Seeking retrospective funding for activities, programs and projects that have already 

started or have been completed. 

 

Budget 
 

• Budget must be GST exclusive.  

• The budget should account for all expenses and income and must be calculated as the 

same amount.  

• Budget income refers to all resources that will be directed towards the development, 

implementation and/or evaluation of proposed projects. Income includes the organisations 

financial co-contribution, additional grants or sponsorships. It does not refer to proposed 

income generated from a project, such as ticket or publication sales.  

• Volunteer hours are calculated at $46.87 per hour and are to be entered separately to 

project income as In-Kind contribution (if relevant) 
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Post Grant Report (Acquittals) 

• All projects must be completed within 12 months of receipt of funding;  

• A report and photographs (with consent from individuals in pictures) is required as evidence 

of the execution of the project, expenditure and outcomes;  

• The report must include copies of media articles, collateral and/or evidence of attribution to 

Mornington Peninsula Shire’s Performing Arts Fund 

• The report must include project outcomes, variations, learnings and final budget 

• Applicants will be notified via email when the acquittal form is available via SmartyGrants 

• Applicants will receive a reminder email prior to the acquittal due date 

 

Accessibility for applicants with disability  

Applicants living with a disability are encouraged to contact staff to discuss any specific needs or 
additional support that may be required to complete and submit an application. 

If you are deaf, or have a hearing or speech impairment, you can contact us through the National 
Relay Service. 

Visit: National Relay Service website 

TTY/voice calls: 133 677 

Speak and listen: 1300 555 727 

SMS relay: 0423 677 767 

 


