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Dangerous and Toxic Products Policy 

 
Policy Statement 

 
Our services have a responsibility to protect the health and safety of each individual at all 
times.   
 

The Dangerous and Toxic Products Policy is important not only for children, families and 
educators, but relates to every person who enters the service’s premises or uses the 
service’s equipment.  
 

Dangerous or toxic product are defined as any chemical, substance or material that can 
cause potential harm, injury or illness to persons or damage to the service’s environment 

 

Dangerous products are categorised into the following sub groups; 
o hazardous chemicals and substances; 
o dangerous goods; 
o poisons; 
o drugs (including medications); and 
o miscellaneous dangerous products 

 

The recognised authority for categorising poisons and drugs into ‘Schedules’ is the 
Therapeutic Goods Administration 

 

The Australia National Transport Commission is the recognised authority for coding 
hazardous chemicals and substances into ‘Classes’, known as the Australian Dangerous 
Goods (ADG) Code 
 

Education and Care Services National Regulations 

 
Part 4.2: Children’s Health and Safety 
Division 1: Health, safety and wellbeing of children 
Part 4.3: Physical Environment 
Division 1: Centre based services and family day care services 

• Regulation 106: Laundry and hygiene facilities 
 

National Quality Standard 
 

Quality Area 2: Children’s health and safety 
Standard 2.2: Each child is protected 

• Element 2.2.1: At all times, reasonable precautions and adequate supervision ensure 
children are protected from harm and hazard 
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Strategies and Practices 
 

Risk management strategies 

• Where possible, services will use non-hazardous alternatives such as; natural products and 
environmentally friendly products 

• Services will store dangerous and toxic products where they are inaccessible to children 
e.g. locked cupboard 

• All chemicals and dangerous/toxic products are returned to the locked cupboard 
immediately after use 

• All chemicals and dangerous/toxic products are to be stored in their original container 

• Hazardous machinery, chemicals and activities which are likely to cause potential danger to 
children will not be used or undertaken while the service is operating 

• When purchasing cleaning and other supplies, consideration will be made in relation to the 
purpose of the product, health and regulatory requirements and the use of alternative 
products 

• Windows will be opened regularly to air rooms, air diffusers and air fresheners should not 
be used during Family Day Care hours 

• Services will not store a dangerous product in a container which is labelled for something 
different e.g. placing a hazardous chemical in a milk carton 

 
 

Hazardous chemicals and substances 

• Examples of hazardous chemicals or substances: 
o any product that produces a toxin in either a solid, liquid, gas or fume state and is 

labelled with an ADG Code; 
o corrosive properties; 
o causes skin or respiratory problems; 
o carcinogenic, such as asbestos;  
o flammable or has combustible properties; or 
o caustic, such as cleaning products 

 
 

Dangerous goods 

• Dangerous goods may: 
o contain lead or emit radiation 

 

Poisons 

• Examples of poisons or products that produce poisons are:  
o pesticides and fertilisers, oven cleaners and plants and animals 

 

Miscellaneous dangerous products 

• Examples of miscellaneous dangerous products can be items or objects that: 
o May cause a blocked airway (particularly in young children), cut, pierce, burn or cause 

illness and infection 
o May cause allergic or respiratory problems 
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First aid 

• All educators have first aid qualifications; see First Aid Policy. 

• The Poisons Information Centre telephone number 131126 is to be stored in an Educator’s 
mobile phone and also displayed next to the fixed line phone 
 

Toxic materials in the garden/play area 

• Garden chemicals such as pesticides and herbicides will not be used during service 
operations.  Compost is a good alternative to chemical fertilisers and a much safer option 

• Products such as snail bait, ant rid or rat sack will not be used in areas that are accessible 
to children. Non-hazardous alternatives may be used to control pests in areas where 
children have access 

• Unwanted or excessive products will not be disposed of in the general garbage bins 

Medical waste 

• Expired or leftover medicines will be given back to the child’s parent/guardian to dispose of 
them appropriately. 

• Needles or syringes will be disposed of in a standard sharps container available from 
pharmacies. 

 

Sources and further reading 

• Australia National Transport Commission. Australian dangerous goods code 
www.ntc.gov.au 

• Therapeutic Goods Administration www.tga.gov.au 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mornington Peninsula Shire acknowledges and pays respect to the elders, families and ancestors of the Bunurong/BoonWurrung people, who have been the 

custodians of this land for many thousands of years. We acknowledge that the land on which we meet is the place of age-old ceremonies, celebrations, 

initiation and renewal; and that the Bunurong/BoonWurrung peoples’ living culture continues to have a unique role in the life of this region. 

http://www.ntc.gov.au/

