
Attachment 2 Outline of Zone Provisions 
 

General residential zone 
This zone is to be utilised where there is an expectation for modest levels of growth. 
It provides for incremental levels of change and there is a clear expectation in the 
purpose of the zone that neighbourhood character will be respected. However, the 
March 2017 amendments removed one of the original key zone purposes, which 
was: To implement neighbourhood character policy and adopted neighbourhood 
character guidelines. Following the amendments in March 2017 the purposes of the 
GRZ are: 

 
 To implement the State Planning Policy Framework and the Local Planning Policy 

Framework, including the Municipal Strategic Statement and local planning policies. 
 To encourage development that respects the neighbourhood character of the area. 
 To provide a diversity of housing types and moderate housing growth in locations 

offering good access to services and transport. 
 To allow educational, recreational, religious, community and a limited range of other 

non-residential uses to serve local community needs in appropriate locations. 
 

Following the amendments in March 2017 the GRZ includes the following key 
elements: 
 A (local) schedule to the zone may contain neighbourhood character objectives to be 

achieved for the area. 
 An application to subdivide land that creates a vacant lot capable of development for a 

dwelling or residential building must ensure that each lot created contains the minimum 
garden area (see below). 

 There is no provision in the GRZ to set a minimum lot size requirement. 
 Where a vacant lot less than 400 square metres is created, that lot must contain at 

least 25 percent of the lot as garden area. 
Minimum garden area requirement - whether or not a planning permit is required for the 
construction or extension of a dwelling or residential building on a lot, a lot must provide 
the minimum garden area at ground level as set out in the following table: 

 
Lot Size Minimum percentage of a lot 

set aside as garden area 
400 – 500sqm 25% 
501 – 650sqm 30% 
Above 650 35% 

 
 If no maximum building height or maximum number of storeys is specified in a schedule 

to the zone the building height must not exceed 11 metres; and the building must 
contain no more than 3 storeys at any point (subject to some exemptions). A local 
schedule cannot apply a height requirement more restrictive than the default standard. 

 There is no maximum number of dwellings on a lot specified, or able to be specified 
within the local schedule i.e. development density is effectively determined through 
Clause 54 – 56 (ResCode) and the new garden area requirements. 

 Variations to ResCode Standards can be included in the schedule, where strategically 
justified. Such changes are not mandatory provisions, but are put in place to indicate 
the type of development response that would better meet neighbourhood character 



objectives. 
 

Neighbourhood Residential Zone 
The NRZ is the zone used in areas where there are overriding character values or 
other development limiting factors that indicate the area will undergo limited 
change. 

Following the March 2017 amendments, the purposes of the NRZ are to: 
 To implement the State Planning Policy Framework and the Local Planning Policy 

Framework, including the Municipal Strategic Statement and local planning policies. 
 To recognise areas of predominantly single and double storey residential development. 
 To manage and ensure that development respects the identified neighbourhood 

character, heritage, environmental or landscape characteristics. 
 To allow educational, recreational, religious, community and a limited range of other 

nonresidential uses to serve local community needs in appropriate locations. 
 

Two of the previous zone purposes have been deleted: 
 To limit opportunities for increased residential development. 
 To implement neighbourhood character policy and adopted neighbourhood character 

guidelines. 
 

Following the amendments in March 2017 the NRZ includes the following key 
elements: 
 A (local) schedule to the zone must contain the neighbourhood, heritage, environment 

or landscape character objectives to be achieved for the area. 
 An application to subdivide land that creates a vacant lot capable of development for a 

dwelling or residential building, must ensure that each lot created contains the minimum 
garden area (see below). 

 A schedule to this zone may specify a minimum lot size to subdivide land. Each lot 
must be at least the area specified for the land, except where an application to 
subdivide land is made to create lots each containing an existing dwelling or car parking 
space 

 Where a vacant lot less than 400 square metres is created, that lot must contain at 
least 25 percent of the lot as garden area. 

 Minimum garden area requirement - whether or not a planning permit is required for the 
construction or extension of a dwelling or residential building on a lot, a lot must provide 
the minimum garden area at ground level as set out in the following table: 

 
Lot Size Minimum percentage of a lot 

set aside as garden area 
400 – 500 square 
metres 

25% 

501 – 650 square 
metres 

30% 

Above 650 square 
metres 

35% 

 If no maximum building height or maximum number of storeys is specified in a schedule 
to the zone the building height must not exceed 9 metres; and the building must contain 
no more than 2 storeys at any point. Building height in areas liable to inundation is 
measured from the minimum floor height determined by the relevant drainage authority. 



A local schedule cannot apply a height requirement more restrictive than the default 
standard. 

 The previous limitation on the number of dwellings that could be constructed on an 
existing lot (with a default of two dwellings) has been removed i.e. development density 
is now effectively determined through Clause 54 – 56 (Rescode) and the new garden 
area requirements. 

 Variations to ResCode Standards can be included in the schedule, where strategically 
justified. Such changes are not mandatory provisions, but are put in place to indicate 
the type of development response that would better meet neighbourhood character 
objectives. 


	General residential zone
	Neighbourhood Residential Zone

