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Statement of Significance: 
 
What is significant?  
3482 Point Nepean Road, Sorrento, is a semi-detached pair of holiday dwellings that was built by project housing company Vindin 
Suares Pty Ltd to a design by Ian Banner, in the office of Chancellor & Patrick. The two houses are expressed as a series of five 
brick pavilions with steep gabled roofs clad in concrete tiles, linked by narrower flat roofed sections. 
 
How is it significant? 
3482 Point Nepean Road, Sorrento, is of local architectural significance to the Mornington Peninsula Shire. 
 
Why is it significant? 
3482 Point Nepean Road, Sorrento, is of architectural significance as a highly unusual example of the work of the noted 
architectural firm of Chancellor & Patrick (Criterion H). While this Frankston-based practice undertook almost two hundred projects 
in what is now the Mornington Peninsula Shire between 1952 and 1970, this one stands out as its only residential commission that 
was not a single family dwelling (Criterion B). Conceived as a semi-detached pair of self-contained dwellings for seasonal use, the 
project anticipated the major boom of high-end holiday apartments that would transform Portsea in the later twentieth and early 
twenty first centuries (Criterion A). With its distinctive multi-gabled profile and rough bagged brick walls in homage to limestone 
construction, the building also represents a significantly early example of architects acknowledging the district’s vernacular tradition 
of stone cottages and beach houses, which would also become more widespread in the 1980s and 90s (Criterion F). 
 
History: 
 
Sorrento 



The land of which Sorrento is a part is Boon wurrung/Bunurong country. The Boon wurrung/Bunurong are a predominantly coastal 
people whose traditional lands encompass some 7,800 square kilometres of territory around Western Port Bay and the Mornington 
Peninsula. The Boon wurrung/Bunurong are members of the Kulin nation who have lived in and managed their country for 
thousands of years. The Boon wurrung/Bunurong traditional way of life was interrupted at the turn of the nineteenth century when 
they made contact with sealers from Van Diemens Land and then in 1802, British sailors on board the Lady Nelson who were 
exploring Port Phillip Bay. [Butler & Context, 2012:14-19] 
 
In September 1836, under pressure from the number of illegal occupations and squatting which had occurred, the Port Phillip land 
district was proclaimed open for settlement, allowing for the sale of Boon wurrung/Bunurong lands, claimed by the Crown, to be 
sold at auction to Europeans. Sorrento was occupied by European settlers quarrying and burning lime, fishing and practising 
limited agriculture. The lime burning industry of the Nepean Peninsula was vital to the development of the Peninsula and 
Melbourne. In 1803 the settlers of Sullivan Bay used local lime to construct chimneys and were the first to recognise its potential. In 
June 1839, John Fawkner who had been at Sullivan Bay, was advertising Nepean lime for sale in Melbourne. [Port Phillip Patriot 
and Advertiser 22 July 1839.] Lime was transported on small lighters to boats moored out in the channel between Sorrento Pier 
and the Baths. Later it became common to build kilns on the foreshore where bagged processed lime could be run out on small 
jetties to lime craft. [Hollinshed, 1982:51] 
 
Limestone was not only an important industry on the Nepean Peninsula it has also had a lasting impact on the heritage of the area 
with small cottages, large public buildings, schools, hotels and mansions built from local limestone. Nepean limestone is a 
vernacular tradition on the Nepean Peninsula with two distinct styles of limestone construction; all-limestone and limestone with red 
brick quoining. Local builders developed great skills and techniques in designing and building with the local limestone. 
 
By the 1860s the Nepean Peninsula was recognised as not only a sublimely beautiful landscape with easy access to the Bay and 
the Ocean, but as a place for holidaying and respite from Melbourne. As early as 1868 George Selth Coppin (1819-1906) was 
planning to develop Sorrento township, foreshore and back beach as a place for tourists. He purchased 225 acres and subdivided 
it into small allotments for shops and houses. By 1874 he had established his own steamship company and later a steam tramway 
to transport visitors from Melbourne to his Ocean Amphitheatre at the back beach. Another influential developer of Sorrento was 
Charles Gavan Duffy (1816-1903), who developed 600 acres with his neighbour W.Cockburn, for gentleman’s cliff-top villas, of 
which many still line the edge of the Bay. The Bella Vista Estate created the unusual alignment of Point Nepean Road and 
reserved Sorrento Park. [Butler & Context 2012:29-30] 
 
By the 1890s Sorrento township and Ocean Beach Road had begun to develop with new facilities such as a Mechanics Institute 
and shops. On the west side of Ocean Beach Road, opposite the Continental Hotel was Stringers Stores, the Athenaeum Theatre, 
and the Oriental Coffee Palace. Between 1900 and 1910 a number of buildings were constructed on both sides of Ocean Beach 
Road, to provide accommodation and retail services. Along Melbourne Road, Hotham Road and in East Sorrento, a large number 
of permanent and holiday homes were constructed in this period, as were schools and businesses. [Lardner, 2015:21] 
 
In the early 20th century, development of Sorrento was impacted by the closure of the steam tramway and steamer services and 
the rise of the motor car tourist. Construction of holiday homes and weekenders steadily increased in the Inter-war period and then 
again in the Post-World War Two years. A major building wave began in the Inter-War period, with the replication of suburban 
styles in the streets of Sorrento and Portsea. The later part of this period, after World War Two, saw some modernist designs for 
holiday homes resulting in a new trend of modernist beach houses by innovative designers for a wealthy clientele. [Butler & 
Context, 2012:109-110] 
 
The influence of modernist architecture in the Post-War period was felt not only among architects but influenced the local tradition 
of beach shacks through the 1960s, 70s and 80s. Even small fibro beach shacks borrowed design elements from architectural 
Modernism, to achieve a simplicity of living and relaxed form. They allowed their owners to live in ‘place’; they generally sat on 
large blocks creating little disturbances to the surrounding topography or vegetation. [Butler & Context, 2012:111] By the 1980s 
and 1990s that had all changed and one of the marked elements of housing in the Peninsula since then is the development of very 
large suburban houses and apartments and battleaxe subdivisions which fit the entirety of the block and require the removal of 
most vegetation. 
 
History of the Place: 
 
The building at 3482 Point Nepean Road, Sorrento, is a pair of holiday houses built in 1969-70 by project housing company Vindin 
Suares Pty Ltd, to a design by Chancellor & Patrick. In Winsome Callister’s thesis on the architects, the client was identified as G H 
Gunnerson. The son of a Norwegian migrant who co-founded a successful timber company in the 1920s, Gunner Harvey 
Gunnerson (1915-1968) took over as a director when his father retired in 1954. Three years later, Gunnerson engaged architects 
Chancellor & Patrick to design his holiday house on the Ranelagh Estate at Mount Eliza. He turned to the same architects when, 
another decade thence, he opted to spend his leisure time further along the peninsula at Portsea. Sadly, Gunnerson died in July 
1968 while the project was still in its early stages. Rate books indicate that the proposed site, at the corner of Point Nepean Road 



and Lentell Avenue, was not owned by Gunnerson himself but rather by Edvard Alstergren of Grange Road, Toorak. The two men 
were business associates and, apparently, close friends. Also of Norwegian background, Edvard Hagbert Macdonald Alstergren 
(1923-1979) carried on a timber business that his father had founded in the 1940s, which duly merged with Gunnerson’s father’s 
business to form a new company, Timber Holdings Ltd. The two sons, who were both directors of the firm, were clearly friendly 
enough to collaborate on this project for semi-detached holiday flats at Portsea. 
 
The celebrated partnership of Chancellor & Patrick sprang from the sole practice of William David Chancellor (born 1926), who 
began working from his home in Frankston in 1952 and, two years later, elevated colleague Rex Patrick (1926-2018) to the status 
of named partner. The firm quickly attracted attention for fine residential work, much of which was located in and around where the 
practice was based in Frankston, including Mount Eliza and further south across the peninsula. In 1958, David Chancellor moved 
from Frankston to Box Hill and relocated the practice in South Yarra, although the original Frankston office was continued as a 
branch under staff member John Rouse. Another key employee was Ian Banner, who started out as a teenage draftsman in the 
late 1950s but soon rose to become one of the firm’s leading designers. In the later 1960s, Banner played a significant role in the 
development of a series of standard dwellings that Chancellor & Patrick designed for Vindin Suares Pty Ltd in what represented 
the firm’s first significant foray into the lucrative field of project housing. 
 
Vindin Suares Pty Ltd was established in May 1967 by builders William Leslie “Bill” Vindin (1922-1993) and Ernest Leslie “Ern” 
Suares (1921-2016). In the decade since project housing was introduced into Victoria in the mid-1950s, the market had become 
flooded with countless companies that offered standard dwellings of variable quality. Vindin Suares was one of several new 
companies to emerge in the later 1960s seeking to rehabilitate the uneven reputation of project housing by offering a superior 
product. Styled as “one of our more imaginative project builders”, Vindin Suares developed a range of architect-designed dwellings 
with names such as the Polynesian and the Homestead, indicative of a growing demand for diversity in contemporary residential 
architecture. In late 1967, the company engaged Chancellor & Patrick to expand its range with a series of new designs. The first of 
these, developed by David Chancellor and Ian Banner, was known as the CP1. It proved an immediate success, and the architects 
duly produced further designs referenced by the same alphanumeric code. Broadly similar in planning but quite different in external 
articulation, these included the CP2 Attic, the CP2 Ranch, the CP3 Farmhouse, the CP3 Pavilion, the CP3 Coach House and the 
CP3A Derwent.  
 
For the proposed holiday houses at Portsea, the clients opted for one-off variation designated as the CP3 Pioneer. This was 
developed by Ian Banner, whose signature appears on sketch plans dated January 1969. These depicted a semi-detached pair of 
dwellings on stepped rectilinear plans that were similar without being identical, or even mirror-reversed. Externally, the building was 
articulated as a row of five pavilions with steep gabled roofs. This responded to a directive in the brief that the design “must blend 
in with the early Portsea architecture”, as was later noted by a newspaper. Banner himself recalls that it was originally intended that 
references to the bayside vernacular tradition were to be expressed more explicitly by the use of limestone construction. While the 
building was ultimately realised in conventional brickwork, the local stonework tradition was evoked by a pale-coloured bagged-
and-painted finish, and by raking every fourth brick course to create the illusion of rusticated ashlar. These references not slip by 
unnoticed. When the completed project was profiled in the property section of the Sun newspaper in early 1970, the architects 
were praised for the way that “they produced an early Victorian image, featuring the bubbling M-shaped roof popular in that 
period”. A subsequent mention in Cross Section newsletter also drew attention to this theme, noting that the “characteristic M-
shaped roof” and rough wall surface “completes this present day view of the cottages of Victorian days”. 
 
While it has not been confirmed whether the flats were intended as a speculative project, or whether Alstergren (and perhaps the 
late Gunnerson) intended to occupy them himself, the property was offered for sale in early 1970, soon after the building was 
completed. Strata titled since August 1970, the Portsea Cottages continue to be occupied as stand-alone dwellings, separately 
addressed as 1/3482 and 2/3482 Point Nepean Road, with driveways to each of the two street frontages. 
 

 



 
Detail of Ian Banner’s original sketch design drawings for the two dwellings, dated January 1969 
Source: Picture Collection, State Library of Victoria 
 
Thematic Context: (Graeme Butler, 2008 and Context Pty Ltd, 2012)  
Theme 7: Building settlements and towns 
Theme 7.8: Designing and building mansions, houses and holiday shacks 
 
Sources: 
 
Certificate of Title, Vol 8333, Folio 840, created 6 February 1962 
Chancellor & Patrick, “Flats corner Lentell Avenue and Nepean Highway, Portsea, for Vindin Suares Pty Ltd”,sketch plans date 
January 1969 (Picture Collection, State Library of Victoria) 
“Cottages designed for entertaining”, Sun, 3 January 1970, p 15 (property guide) 
Cross Section, No 215 (October/November 1970), p 2. 
Winsome Callister, “Anchoring Identify: The Architecture of Chancellor & Patrick, 1950-1970”, PhD thesis, Department of Visual 
Arts, Monash University, 2007. 
Emails from Ian Banner to Simon Reeves,19 and 21 March 2018. 
Research files held by Built Heritage Pty Ltd. 
Hollinshed, Charles, Goss, Noel and Bird, ECF, 1982, Lime, Land, Leisure; Peninsular History in the Shire of Flinders 
Graeme Butler & Associates, Context Pty Ltd (editors), 2012 Mornington Peninsula Shire Thematic History 
Context Pty Ltd, 1992, 1997, Flinders Heritage Study 
Helen Lardner Conservation Design Pty Ltd, 2015, Ocean Beach Road Commercial Precinct Sorrento Heritage Policy, Cultural 
Significance Report  
 
Description: 
 
Occupying a corner site, the semi-detached pair of houses at 3482 Point Nepean Road, Portsea, is a single-storey brick building 
expressed as a parallel series of five elongated wings with steep gabled roofs, connected by flat-roofed links that effectively serve 
as box gutters. The five wings are stepped, creating an asymmetrical footprint, while the second and fourth wings are split into two 
parts to define a separate garage at one end. The steep roofs are clad with terracotta pantiles and have no eaves, with timber 
fascias and metal guttering mounted directly onto the side walls. Otherwise, eaves are only expressed where the narrow flat-roofed 
portions extend beyond the line of the gables (e.g. along the front of the two carports). The brick walls have a pale-coloured 
bagged-and-painted finish, with every fourth brick course being raked to evoke the effect of ashlar masonry. Openings are minimal, 
and mostly consist of narrow full-height windows bays with timber sashes. 
 
The property boundaries to Point Nepean Road and Lentell Avenue have tall fences, respectively of timber palings and ti-tree, 
each with matching driveway gates. These fences, of relatively recent origin, have replaced the original front fence that was 
described in contemporary accounts as “stockade fencing” of treated pine poles. 
 
Comparative buildings: 
 
Maintaining a professional presence in Frankston for almost two decades, the office of Chancellor & Patrick was notably active on 
the Mornington Peninsula and is known to have been involved in at least 180 projects therein. There were over eighty commissions 
in Mount Eliza alone, more than twenty in Mornington, at least ten each in Mount Martha and Dromana, and lesser numbers 
spread further afield in Arthur’s Seat, Balnarring, Blairgowrie, Flinders, Langwarrin, McCrae, Merricks, Moorooduc, Portsea, Red 
Hill, Rosebud, Rye, Shoreham, Somerville, Sorrento and Tyabb. These projects were mostly residential in nature but also included 
commercial, educational, ecclesiastical, hospital and hospitality work. Some projects were minor (e.g. alterations or additions), 
others were never realised, and a number had since been demolished or substantially altered. In 2012, the Mornington Peninsula 
Shire undertook a desktop survey of surviving examples of the work of Chancellor & Patrick in order to identifying those deemed to 
be the most worthy candidates for addition to the HO schedule. The survey shortlisted 56 places, of which ten were already on the 
schedule and a further six had recently been assessed as part of another heritage project. Of the forty that remained, sixteen 
(including the subject building) were flagged as potential heritage sites to be assessed as part of future heritage review.   
 
While prodigiously prolific on the peninsula, the office of Chancellor & Patrick undertook relatively few projects in municipality’s far 
eastern tip. There were six projects in Portsea, one in Sorrento, two in Blairgowrie and four in Rye.  The Portsea projects, all 
located on the Point Nepean Road, comprised an unrealised scheme for additions to the Portsea Hotel (1956), a new house 
(1959), additions to an existing house (1959), a small shop (1959), and the much later CP3 Pioneer flats (1969). The six projects at 
Blairgowrie and Rye were mostly private houses, while the single recorded project in Sorrento was an ill-documented and 
unrealised commission for a Mr A King. 



Of these thirteen projects, only the CP3 Pioneer flats were flagged in the desktop survey are being worthy of investigation for 
inclusion on the HO schedule. Noted as an “unusual multi-unit development, CP3 project home and only known example on the 
peninsula”, the flats were not only considered unusual in a local context but also in a broader municipal context as the only 
residential project by Chancellor & Patrick that wasn’t a single family dwelling. Amongst the firm’s vast oeuvre in the Mornington 
Peninsula Shire, the most pertinent comparator would be another standardised project home by Vindin Suares Pty Ltd: an example 
of the CP2 Attic that was built for a private client at 1 Allambie Court, Mount Eliza (1968). This house, which still stands, is quite 
different in conception, with an elongated stepped plan and low gabled roofline with clerestory windows. 
 
A prolific and success project housing company, Vindin Surares Pty Ltd is otherwise represented in the municipality by an 
unspecified number of other standardizes dwellings. Amongst those that have been conclusively identified to date, which can be 
considered representative of the firm’s output in the late 1960s and ‘70s, are two examples in Mount Eliza: one at 43 Derinya Drive 
and another at 32 Bareena Drive. Both are still standing. Others are known to have been built in Pearcedale, Langwarrin and 
Arthurs Seat but, as exact street addresses have not been confirmed, their current status remains unknown. 
 
Considered more broadly as an attempt to evoke the vernacular architecture of Portsea and Sorrento, the CP3 Pioneer houses 
anticipate an important trend that would not become more widespread in the area until the 1980s and ‘90s. A number of architect-
designed houses adopted the motif of a repetitive gable to pay homage to the local cottage and boatshed tradition, notably 
Graeme Gunn’s Cox House at 8 Wrights Road, Sorrento (c1981) and several examples of the work of resident architect Robbie 
Robertson, including his own house at 118 Franklin Road (c1991) and another at 2 Farnsworth Avenue, Portsea (c1990). The 
beach house that interior designer Tibor Hubay designed for himself at 3098 Point Nepean Road, Sorrento (1991) also referenced 
local traditions through its use of limestone block construction. 
 
Recommendations: 
Recommended for inclusion in the Heritage Overlay to the extent of the whole property as defined by the title boundaries. 
 
Significant elements or design features:  
Steep gabled roofline, stark walls of raked brickwork 
 
Extent of fabric to be retained:   
All of the external fabric of the building 
 
Additions and new buildings:   
No additions should be permitted to the two street frontages 
 
Schedule: 
 

External Paint Controls No 
Internal Alteration Controls No 
Tree Controls No 
Fences and Outbuildings No 
Prohibited uses No 
Incorporated plan - 
Aboriginal Heritage Place No 

 


