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Statement of Significance: 
 
What is significant?  
42-46 Ozone Avenue, Sorrento, is a holiday dwelling that was erected in two stages for the Sayers family.  The original house, 
comprising a truncated A-framed structure, was built in 1966 and was based on a standard design T124 of the Age/RAIA Small 
Homes Service (adapted by Malaysian-born architect Lok Kong Sun). Seven years later, the house was enlarged to the design of 
architect Peter Staughton, who conceived a new L-shaped wing with full-height windows and a distinctive pyramidal skylight. The 
metal clad garage is not of significance. 
 
How is it significant? 
42-46 Ozone Avenue, Sorrento, is of local architectural significance to the Mornington Peninsula Shire. 
 
Why is it significant? 
42-46 Ozone Avenue, Sorrento, is of architectural significance as one of the more unusual designs from the catalogue of standard 
designs offered by the Age/RVIA Small Homes Service (Criterion H). Initiated in 1947 with Robin Boyd as foundation director, the 
service provided a range of low-cost house designs prepared by leading architects of the day. This house at Sorrento, designated 
as T124 in the service’s range, was one of few designs conceived specifically for use as a holiday dwelling; it was also one of few 
single-bedroom dwellings in the range, and the only one to adopt the distinctive and fashionable A-framed form (Criterion B). The 
house was also one of very few actual SHS dwellings to be profiled in the newspaper’s column; although generic plans and 
perspectives were published every week, images or accounts of completed dwellings were rarely featured, to ensure client privacy. 
It is a rare and unusual survivor of the SHS in the Mornington Peninsula Shire. 
 
The additions made in the early 1970s by architect Peter Staughton are of architectural merit in their own right. With its distinctive 
L-shaped plan form and roofline incorporating angular skylight, the elegantly-proportioned and minimalist wing represents a highly 



successful attempt to deal with the intrinsic problem of enlarging an A-framed house in a sympathetic and user-friendly fashion 
(Criterion F). 
 
History: 
 
Sorrento 
The land of which Sorrento is a part is Boon wurrung/Bunurong country. The Boon wurrung/Bunurong are a predominantly coastal 
people whose traditional lands encompass some 7,800 square kilometres of territory around Western Port Bay and the Mornington 
Peninsula. The Boon wurrung/Bunurong are members of the Kulin nation who have lived in and managed their country for 
thousands of years. The Boon wurrung/Bunurong traditional way of life was interrupted at the turn of the nineteenth century when 
they made contact with sealers from Van Diemens Land and then in 1802, British sailors on board the Lady Nelson who were 
exploring Port Phillip Bay. [Butler & Context, 2012:14-19] 
 
In September 1836, under pressure from the number of illegal occupations and squatting which had occurred, the Port Phillip land 
district was proclaimed open for settlement, allowing for the sale of Boon wurrung/Bunurong lands, claimed by the Crown, to be 
sold at auction to Europeans. Sorrento was occupied by European settlers quarrying and burning lime, fishing and practising 
limited agriculture. The lime burning industry of the Nepean Peninsula was vital to the development of the Peninsula and 
Melbourne. In 1803 the settlers of Sullivan Bay used local lime to construct chimneys and were the first to recognise its potential. In 
June 1839, John Fawkner who had been at Sullivan Bay, was advertising Nepean lime for sale in Melbourne. [Port Phillip Patriot 
and Advertiser 22 July 1839.] Lime was transported on small lighters to boats moored out in the channel between Sorrento Pier 
and the Baths. Later it became common to build kilns on the foreshore where bagged processed lime could be run out on small 
jetties to lime craft. [Hollinshed, 1982:51] 
 
Limestone was not only an important industry on the Nepean Peninsula it has also had a lasting impact on the heritage of the area 
with small cottages, large public buildings, schools, hotels and mansions built from local limestone. Nepean limestone is a 
vernacular tradition on the Nepean Peninsula with two distinct styles of limestone construction; all-limestone and limestone with red 
brick quoining. Local builders developed great skills and techniques in designing and building with the local limestone. 
 
By the 1860s the Nepean Peninsula was recognised as not only a sublimely beautiful landscape with easy access to the Bay and 
the Ocean, but as a place for holidaying and respite from Melbourne. As early as 1868 George Selth Coppin (1819-1906) was 
planning to develop Sorrento township, foreshore and back beach as a place for tourists. He purchased 225 acres and subdivided 
it into small allotments for shops and houses. By 1874 he had established his own steamship company and later a steam tramway 
to transport visitors from Melbourne to his Ocean Amphitheatre at the back beach. Another influential developer of Sorrento was 
Charles Gavan Duffy (1816-1903), who developed 600 acres with his neighbour W.Cockburn, for gentleman’s cliff-top villas, of 
which many still line the edge of the Bay. The Bella Vista Estate created the unusual alignment of Point Nepean Road and 
reserved Sorrento Park. [Butler & Context 2012:29-30] 
 
By the 1890s Sorrento township and Ocean Beach Road had begun to develop with new facilities such as a Mechanics Institute 
and shops. On the west side of Ocean Beach Road, opposite the Continental Hotel was Stringers Stores, the Athenaeum Theatre, 
and the Oriental Coffee Palace. Between 1900 and 1910 a number of buildings were constructed on both sides of Ocean Beach 
Road, to provide accommodation and retail services. Along Melbourne Road, Hotham Road and in East Sorrento, a large number 
of permanent and holiday homes were constructed in this period, as were schools and businesses. [Lardner, 2015:21] 
 
In the early 20th century, development of Sorrento was impacted by the closure of the steam tramway and steamer services and 
the rise of the motor car tourist. Construction of holiday homes and weekenders steadily increased in the Inter-war period and then 
again in the Post-World War Two years. A major building wave began in the Inter-War period, with the replication of suburban 
styles in the streets of Sorrento and Portsea. The later part of this period, after World War Two, saw some modernist designs for 
holiday homes resulting in a new trend of modernist beach houses by innovative designers for a wealthy clientele. [Butler & 
Context, 2012:109-110] 
 
The influence of modernist architecture in the Post-War period was felt not only among architects but influenced the local tradition 
of beach shacks through the 1960s, 70s and 80s. Even small fibro beach shacks borrowed design elements from architectural 
Modernism, to achieve a simplicity of living and relaxed form. They allowed their owners to live in ‘place’; they generally sat on 
large blocks creating little disturbances to the surrounding topography or vegetation. [Butler & Context, 2012:111] By the 1980s 
and 1990s that had all changed and one of the marked elements of housing in the Peninsula since then is the development of very 
large suburban houses and apartments and battleaxe subdivisions which fit the entirety of the block and require the removal of 
most vegetation. 
 
History of the Place: 
 



The house at 42-46 Ozone Avenue, Sorrento, was erected for accountant Frederick Sayers (1912-1988) and his wife, the former 
Jean Payne (1912-2007). The couple, who married in 1935, had variously resided in Heidelberg and Balwyn before moving to 
Wellington Street, Kew, in the late 1950s. Around that same time, they acquired vacant land in Sorrento as a site for a future 
holiday dwelling for themselves and their son Graham. Land records reveal that the title to three adjacent allotments in Ozone 
Avenue was transferred to Mrs Jean Sayers in October 1959. Located on the north side of the street, the site comprised Lots 5, 6 
and 7 of a 53-lot pre-war subdivision that extended between Normanby Road and Ossett Street. Several years would pass, 
however, before serious planning of the house began. 
 
Rather than directly engaging an architect to design their weekender, the couple turned to the Small Homes Service (SHS) run 
jointly by the Age newspaper and the Royal Victorian Institute of Architects (RVIA). Initiated in 1947 as a means to allay the post-
war housing crisis, the service offered a range of standard house designs (prepared, anonymously, by leading architects of the 
day), for which plans could be cheaply purchased. In this way, homemakers of limited means could obtain a smart and functional 
modernist house at a fraction of the cost of engaging an architect directly. The SHS proved an immediate success under 
foundation director Robin Boyd, and, for more than two decades thence, remained popular under the subsequent directorships of 
Neil Clerehan (1953-62), Jack Clarke (1962-65) and Daryl Jackson (1965-69). It was during the early part of Jackson’s tenure that 
Frederick and Jean Sayers consulted the service regarding their proposed holiday house at Sorrento. They selected a standard 
plan designated as T124 (the prefix referring to timber construction, and the first digit to the number of bedrooms). First published 
in the weekly Age column on 31 January 1966, T124 was an A-framed structure on a compact 7.5 square plan, providing living 
room, kitchen and bathroom at ground level with a mezzanine-like ‘dormitory’ at the upper level, accessed by a spiral staircase. It 
was not only one of few single-bedroom designs in the entire SHS range, but also one of few that conceived specifically as a 
holiday residence.   
 
At the time of its original publication, T124 was lauded as “a simple design adaptable to any site, with a sleeping capacity of six”. 
When the Sayer’s version was published separately upon completion, it was noted that the standard design had been adapted for 
them, “to suit local conditions”. This adaptation was undertaken by Loke Kong Sun (1935-), a young Malaysian-born architect. 
Graduating from RMIT in April 1965, Loke had worked in the offices of Best Overend and Harry Ernedt and, by the time he became 
registered later that year, was employed with Hugh Peck & Associates. Loke’s role in adapting the design of the Sayers’ house 
seems to have been limited to flattening the steep apex of the A-framed roof to create a truncated profile; the detailing and interior 
planning otherwise remained the same. Erected by local builder C A Bird, the house was completed at the relatively low cost of 
$6,000. In August 1966, the finished dwelling was profiled in the property column of the Herald newspaper, which described it as 
an “unusual, relatively inexpensive and attractive beach holiday house”. The article not only drew attention to its distinctive form 
and internal planning, but also to the detailing that included alternating panels of clear and opaque glazing to the full-height window 
walls, and, inside the house, an “interesting spiral staircase of simple wooden stilt-like construction”.   
 
After Frederick Sayers retired in the early 1970s, he and his wife decided to move into the Sorrento house. The decision to take up 
permanent residence there, coupled with the desire to accommodate visiting grandchildren, prompted them to engage architect 
Peter Staughton (1929-) to extend the building. A graduate of the University of Melbourne, Staughton had achieved early fame 
when, soon after completing his studies in 1954, he won a scholarship to study for a year at the British School in Rome (the first 
Australian to do so). Returning to Melbourne, he worked in the office of Yuncken Freeman before commencing his own practice in 
the 1960s. Best known for designing his own house in Warrandyte, Staughton otherwise maintained a flourishing practice of highly-
regarded residential work, several examples of which were published in the early 1970s. 
 
In extending the Sayers house in Ozone Avenue, Staughton rose to the special challenge of enlarging the distinctive A-framed 
building in an appropriate fashion; as he himself put it, “to relate the new appendage to a form that is geometrically complete in 
itself”. Rather than breaking through the side of the existing house, he proposed a glazed link that would run along the front of the 
building, providing access to a semi-detached wing to the side, containing a study, bedroom and en suite bathroom for the Sayers, 
thus giving their three grandchildren the run of the original mezzanine bedroom. To echo the jagged roofline of the original A-
frame, Staughton’s new wing included a projecting lantern-like rooflet with a skylight to the bedroom below. Staughton otherwise 
aimed for consistency of materials between the old and the new, specifying the same type of metal tray decking for the roof. While 
the original house was clad with cedar boards, Staughton instead specified pressure-treated pine boarding (for reasons of cost and 
availability), but in a matching profile. 
 
Construction, undertaken by Rosebud builders R J & J A Rollings, was duly completed. So successful was Staughton’s unique 
approach to enlarging the house that the completed project was profiled in the Age newspaper as “House of the Week” for 8 
October 1973. Evidently pleased with the outcome, the Sayers family continued using the house for many years thence. Frederick 
Sayers was still living there at the time of in September 1988; his widow Jean appears to have retained ownership of the property 
for nearly another decade. She died in February 2005, aged 95 years. 
 



  
The original house soon after completion 
Source: Herald, 5 August 1966, p 20 

Peter Staughton’s 1973 addition, as seem from the rear (north)  
Source: Age, 8 October 1973, p 12 

 
Thematic Context: (Graeme Butler, 2008 and Context Pty Ltd, 2012)  
Theme 7: Building settlements and towns 
Theme 7.8: Designing and building mansions, houses and holiday shacks 
 
Sources: 
 
Certificate of Title, Vol 8259, Folio 850, created 1 October 1959 
“Two holiday houses”, Age, 31 January 1966, p 8 
“Now it’s an A-frame”, Herald, 5 August 1966, p 20 
“A-framed holiday home enlarged to full size”, Age, 8 October 1973, p 12 
Research files held by Built Heritage Pty Ltd. 
Hollinshed, Charles, Goss, Noel and Bird, ECF, 1982, Lime, Land, Leisure; Peninsular History in the Shire of Flinders 
Graeme Butler & Associates, Context Pty Ltd (editors), 2012 Mornington Peninsula Shire Thematic History 
Context Pty Ltd, 1992, 1997, Flinders Heritage Study 
Helen Lardner Conservation Design Pty Ltd, 2015, Ocean Beach Road Commercial Precinct Sorrento Heritage Policy, Cultural 
Significance Report 
 
Description: 
 
Built on a relatively flat but elevated site, the former Sayers holiday house comprises several distinct (and distinctive) components. 
The original A-framed house (1966) is a compact two-storey structure with sloping walls to the east and west sides and a flat top, 
creating the unusual truncated profile. The side walls (which are effectively the roof) and top are all clad with metal tray decking. 
The front and rear sides of the dwelling are infilled with timber-framed windows, creating the effect of a full-height but multi-paned 
window wall.   
 
The side wing (1973) is a mostly flat-roofed structure on an L-shaped plan. One arm of the “L’ is a narrow glass-walled foyer (with 
timber-framed full-height windows and glazed doors) that extends partially across the front of the earlier A-framed house. The other 
arm, forming the discrete bedroom/study wing, is clad with vertical pressure-treated Permapine pine boarding and has a flat roof 
clad in Brownbuilt steel decking (matching the earlier house) punctuated by a small pyramidal rooflet with lantern-like skylight. A 
simple timber-framed carport (or porte cochere) projects forward from the glazed foyer, with broad fascia and timber slatted ceiling. 
To the opposite (west) side of the wing is a freestanding gable-roofed double garage, which is a later addition. 
 
Comparative buildings: 
 
This house is highly unusual in the local context, with relatively few known comparators either as a confirmed SHS design or as an 
A-framed holiday house. 
 
It is known that standard designs from the SHS range were a popular choice for inexpensive weekenders on the Mornington 
Peninsula. When another holiday house design, T114, was discussed in the SHS column on 29 April 1952, Robin Boyd vaguely 
noted that examples had already been built at Sorrento, Rye, Point Leo, Dromana and Rosebud. While a photograph of T114 
house at Sorrento appeared in the column on 28 December 1953, no street address or client name was included. This was typical; 



it was very rare for built examples to be published in the weekly column, and even rarer for any helpful identifying data to be 
included. Consequently, it remains notoriously difficult to locate specific examples in the field. Surviving documentation is also 
lacking. A typescript list of completed SHS dwellings, compiled by the service in 1953, included three in Sorrento (two examples of 
the T114, and one T275) and one at Portsea (T230), albeit with incomplete addresses. Research to date has confirmed only that 
the T230 still stands at 19 Warraweena Road, Portsea, in seemingly good condition.   
 
Long associated with seasonal holiday destinations, A-framed dwellings were once ubiquitous presence in Victorian resort areas, 
both inland and coastal. Although they would have been a relatively common sight on the Mornington Peninsula in the later 1960s 
and ‘70s, this is now no longer the case; victims of their own modest scale and limited adaptability, many examples have since 
disappeared. A rare surviving A-framed house was recommended for heritage overlay protection in the Mornington Peninsula Shire 
Heritage Review: Area 2 (2016).  Located at 10 Seaview Street, Dromana, this was confirmed as an example of a standardised 
dwelling that architect Peter Hooks prepared for project house company Wilcroft Homes Pty Ltd. Two other examples of this same 
standard design were located during fieldwork for this current project: one at 7 Fawkner Avenue, Sorrento, and the other at 10 
Grosvenor Court, Portsea. Both appear to remain in good condition. 
 
Recommendations: 
Recommended for inclusion in the Heritage Overlay to the extent of the whole property as defined by the title boundaries. 
 
Significant elements or design features:  
A-framed roof; window wall; glazed link; lantern roof 
 
Extent of fabric to be retained:   
All of the external fabric of the building 
 
Additions and new buildings:   
Any further additions or new buildings on the site should not overwhelm or unduly detract from the distinctive sculptural form of the 
building, and especially the silhouette of the A-framed element.  
 
Schedule: 
 

External Paint Controls No 
Internal Alteration Controls No 
Tree Controls No 
Fences and Outbuildings No 
Prohibited uses No 
Incorporated plan - 
Aboriginal Heritage Place No 

 
 
 


