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Statement of Significance: 
 
What is significant?  
1 Brooke Crescent, Blairgowrie, known as Longford Cottage is a Victorian cottage suspected to be built of wattle and daub and 
limestone. It is one of the earliest cottages remaining in Blairgowrie and is associated with the well-known Dr JW Gunst. 
 
The Victorian cottage appears to retain some of its original fabric. It has a symmetrical façade with a hipped roof, external 
limestone and brick chimney and multi-pane windows. The garden setting and limestone garden walls adds to its significance. 
 
How is it significant? 
1 Brooke Crescent, Blairgowrie is of local historical and representative (architectural) significance to the Mornington Peninsula 
Shire. 
 
Why is it significant? 
1 Brooke Crescent, Blairgowrie, known as Longford Cottage is historically significant as a rare Victorian residence in Blairgowrie. 
The property was constructed circa 1870 and is a fair example of a Victorian cottage. It belonged to the well-known homeopathist 
Dr JW Gunst. If the walls that are wattle and daub are still existing, it is a rare example of this building method on the Peninsula. 
(Criterion A & B) 
 
The house retains some of its original features of a Victorian cottage, including symmetrical front, suspected wattle and daub walls, 
limestone chimney back with brick flue and hipped iron roof. The retention of the garden allotment enhances its significance. 
(Criterion D) 
 
History: 



 
Blairgowrie 
The land of which Blairgowrie is a part is Boon wurrung/Bunurong country. The Boon wurrung/Bunurong are a predominantly 
coastal people whose traditional lands encompass some 7,800 square kilometres of territory around Western Port Bay and the 
Mornington Peninsula. The Boon wurrung/Bunurong are members of the Kulin nation who have lived in and managed their country 
for thousands of years. The Boon wurrung/Bunurong traditional way of life was interrupted at the turn of the nineteenth century 
when they made contact with sealers from Van Diemens Land and then in 1802, British sailors on board the Lady Nelson who 
were exploring Port Phillip Bay. [Butler & Context, 2012:14-19] 
 
In September 1836, under pressure from the number of illegal occupations and squatting which had occurred, the Port Phillip land 
district was proclaimed open for settlement, allowing for the sale of Boon wurrung/Bunurong lands, claimed by the Crown, to be 
sold at auction to Europeans. Blairgowrie was occupied by European settlers quarrying and burning lime, fishing and practising 
limited agriculture. The lime burning industry of the Nepean Peninsula was vital to the development of the Peninsula and 
Melbourne. In 1803 the settlers of Sullivan Bay used local lime to construct chimneys and were the first to recognise its potential. In 
June 1839, John Fawkner who had been at Sullivan Bay, was advertising Nepean lime for sale in Melbourne. [Port Phillip Patriot 
and Advertiser 22 July 1839.] Lime was transported on small lighters to boats, later it became common to build kilns on the 
foreshore where bagged processed lime could be run out on small jetties to lime craft. [Hollinshed, 1982:51] At Blairgowrie the 
Hughes family and the Cain family operated kilns around Hughes Road and St Johns Wood Road.  Further to the south east were 
the kilns of Rye. Between Rye and Portsea there was a constant flow of lime burners and drays and many of the early roads 
developed near to these kilns. Owen Cain in particular, owned over 700 acres of land between Rye and Sorrento. Here he 
operated kilns and ran livestock and gave rise to a sprawling family who married into other local families. Cain's Blairgowrie kiln 
remained in operation until 1916 and was well preserved until the late 1930s. [Butler & Context, 2012:54] 
 
By the 1860s the Nepean Peninsula was recognised as not only a sublimely beautiful landscape with easy access to the Bay and 
the Ocean, but as a place for holidaying and respite from Melbourne. Developments in Sorrento by Coppin and Duffy, brought 
wealthy gentlemen to the Peninsula and opened up more lands for subdivision. The most prestigious coastal areas, as sites for 
gentlemen’s villas extended from Sorrento to Portsea along the cliff top with views of the Bay with one notable exception on a hill in 
what is now Blairgowrie.  [Butler & Context, 2012:29] 
 
The name Blairgowrie came from Dr John Blair (1834-1887) who purchased the house and property Villa Maria in 1876. It had 
been built for Parliamentarian and founder of the catholic weekly, the Advocate, Michael O'Grady in 1872. [Butler & Context, 
2012:31] Dr Blair was a well-known Melbourne doctor who had been seminal in the establishment of the Alfred Hospital. A 
description of his property was included in the Argus, in 1887. “A stone house, with wide verandah allround, erected by the late 
Hon M. O'Grady, containing in all eight rooms five thereof being large sized ones, well furnished, and ready for immediate 
occupation, with cellar, outhouses, stable, &c., also large underground tank...There are also valuable limestone deposits on estate 
which can be worked to great advantage.” [The Argus, 5 November 1887, p.16.] Blairgowrie House continued to be owned by the 
Blair family until 1961 when it was sold to the National Trust, who then sold it circa 1991.  
 
Dr John Blair was joined at Blairgowrie by two other doctors from Melbourne, Dr George Graham and Dr J.W Gunst. Graham and 
Gunst, both built wattle and daub and stone houses on their blocks between Melbourne Road and the Back Beach. Graham's 
house, known as Roseville and Gunst’s known as Longford Cottage are still extant. [Hollinshed, 1982:44] Blairgowrie’s 
development as a beachside suburb only occurred once the extensive lands of Blairgowrie House were subdivided and lime 
burning had moved to Rye. Some of the lands belonging to the Hughes and Cain families created other subdivisions.  
 
The first major subdivision of 214 lots around Blairgowrie House was undertaken in the Inter-War period. [Blairgowrie Estate, 
Sorrento, subdivision plan, circa 1910-1930, State Library of Victoria] Between 1949 and 1954 Cain's Estate was being advertised 
between Canterbury Jetty and Macs Corner. In 1954 it was re-advertised as land for only a 5 pound deposit [The Argus 18 April 
1949, 19 February 1954] In 1955, Wilsons Estate on the corner of Nepean Highway and St Johns Wood Road was advertised 
which included 18 shop sites and 39 home sites. [The Argus 28 Jan 1955] The lack of a commercial area and retail strip was 
rectified by this subdivision with the development of the Blairgowrie shopping strip along Point Nepean Road. Prior to this a single 
shop and post office at Macs Corner had been the only business between Sorrento and Rye.  
 
A major building wave began in the 1960s and 1970s in Blairgowrie. The earlier part of this period, after World War Two, saw some 
ground breaking modernist designs for holiday homes in other parts of the Peninsula, which resulted in a new trend of small, 
modernist, spare beach houses along the lines of the Small Homes Service, offered by The Royal Victorian Institute of Architects 
and The Age newspaper. [Butler & Context, 2012:109-110] Even small fibro beach shacks borrowed design elements from 
architectural Modernism, to achieve a simplicity of living and relaxed form. They allowed their owners to live in ‘place’; they 
generally sat on large blocks creating little disturbances to the surrounding topography or vegetation. [Butler & Context, 2012:111] 
Blairgowrie's streets are well known for the remnant vegetation, dune topography and well treed blocks. By the 1980s and 1990s 
that had begun to change and one of the marked elements of housing in the Peninsula since then is the development of large 
suburban houses and subdivisions which fit the entirety of the block.  



 
History of the place: 
 
The Thematic History of the Shire discusses the influence of limestone on the development of the area. The use of limestone 
became an important building technique, hence the area between Blairgowrie and Portsea are remarkable for their unusually large 
numbers of limestone buildings (over 100) ranging from modest cottages to near mansions, many demonstrating the high level of 
skills achieved by those who worked with lime. From about 1856, Rye became the chief lime burning area.  It is thought that the 
last kiln to operate on the Peninsula was owned by John Cain and was located on the hill just north of what is now Byron Close, 
Rye. Cain's Blairgowrie kiln remained in operation at least until 1916 and was still in a state of perfect preservation in the late 
1930s.  
Former kilns that may have retained some structural elements, have been located at Byron Close, west of Canterbury Road, Rye, 
built by Owen Cain in the 1860s, the site of the Hughes lime kiln in Hughes Road, near Koonya Beach, Blairgowrie, the John Cain 
kiln in Byron Street, Blairgowrie and the remains of Dennis Sullivan's 1840 kiln in the Quarantine Station. [Butler & Context, 2012: 
53-54] 
 
Author and local resident, Jack Ritchie wrote a history of Blairgowrie in 1966 and delivered a couple of lectures on the topic. This 
information was taken from one of these histories which has been made into a blog. The first owner of Longford Cottage was Dr 
JW Gunst, who bought crown allotment 50B in 1873 before his friend and colleague Dr John Blair purchased the property Villa 
Maria. A number of other gentlemen purchased properties around Blairgowrie, including Dr Graham who built Roseville on the 
Back Beach. Gunst's house was close to the track to Sorrento later called the Melbourne Road. [JG Ritchie, 
rosevilleblairgowrie.blogspot.com]  
Flinders Heritage Study states that the rate books date this building as constructed in 1873-4 of wattle and daub. Dr Jean Werner 
Gunst a homeopathic doctor of St Kilda was the original owner. Gunst was not a local resident, instead using the house as a 
holiday retreat. In the "Guide to Sorrento 1876", Dr Gunst recommends the town as a health resort. He wrote, my family, after a 
few weeks stay, have stored up health and vigour for the next 12 months. [Context, 1992, 1997:678] 
 
Dr Johannes Werner Gunst (1825-1894), was born in Amsterdam and worked in Sydney for some time before he relocated to 
Victoria. He was awarded the Cross of the legion of Honor by the French Government in recognition of his exploratory services in 
Madagascar, and has lectured before the Royal Geographical Society in London on his travels in that island. [Obituary in Leader, 
Saturday 21 April 1894:25] He practiced for some time in Grafton and then by 1866 he was advertising his practice in Collins Street 
and consultations in Castlemaine and Bendigo. He was one of the founders of the Homeopathic Hospital and started his own 
homeopathic sanitorium which he named Blair Gowrie, on the east side of Chapel Street, South Yarra. (A drawing exists of the 
building in the State Library of Victoria) In 1891 Dr Gunst had moved to San Francisco, without his wife and when he returned in 
1893 he practiced in Collins Street again. He died in 1894, leaving his estate to the under-age child of his mistress. [History of 
Homeopathy in Australia, www. http://www.historyofhomeopathy.com.au/people/item/88-guenst-dr-johannes-werner.html] 
 
One of Dr Gunst's neighbours was Dr George Graham who built his property in the dunes on the Back Beach. Dr Graham also 
practised in Richmond and would undoubtedly have known Dr Gunst. Another contemporary neighbour was JT Harcourt who 
owned a private asylum in Cremorne. [JG Ritchie, rosevilleblairgowrie.blogspot.com] With Dr John Alison Blair, the beginnings of 
European settlement in Blairgowrie was made up of a cohort of gentlemen medicos from Melbourne. 
 



 
1866 plan of Blairgowrie showing crown Allotment 50. Source, State Library of Victoria 
 
Thematic Context: (Graeme Butler, 2008 and Context Pty Ltd, 2012)  
Theme 7: Building Settlements and Towns 
Theme7.8: Designing and building mansions, houses and holiday shacks  
 
Sources: 
 
Leader newspaper 
Entry on Johannes Werner Gunst in History of Homeopathy in Australia, http://www.historyofhomeopathy.com.au/people/item/88-
guenst-dr-johannes-werner.html 
JG Ritchie, Blairgowrie, from www.rosevilleblairgowrie.blogspot.com 
State Library of Victoria map collection 
Newspapers, Port Phillip Patriot and Advertiser and The Argus 
Shire of Flinders Rate Books 
Wills and Probate records  
Land Title certificates 
Hollinshed, Charles, Goss, Noel and Bird, ECF, 1982, Lime, Land, Leisure; Peninsular History in the Shire of Flinders 
Graeme Butler & Associates, Context Pty Ltd (editors), 2012 Mornington Peninsula Shire Thematic History 
Context Pty Ltd, 1992, 1997, Flinders Heritage Study 
Helen Lardner Conservation Design Pty Ltd, 2015, Ocean Beach Road Commercial Precinct Sorrento Heritage Policy, Cultural 
Significance Report 
 
Description: 
 
A small, symmetrical Victorian cottage with suspected wattle and daub walls, which have not been confirmed. A plan of the house 
in the possession of the current owners indicates that the walls at the front are thinner than others, which indicate it might be wattle 
and daube and limestone. It has an external limestone and brick chimney. The front verandah is possibly a replacement as its 
angle appears odd. The multi-pane windows and door might also be recent additions. The building has been altered and extended 
but the front section facing Melbourne Road is original.  
 
Comparative places: 
 
25 Godfrey Street, Blairgowrie circa 1864 is also part of lands alienated by Robert Byrne in 1864 and could be the huts shown on 
the early plan of Blairgowrie copied above. The rate books record the earliest owner at this address as Lucy Watson in 1918 



whose father was a lime burner. It is possibly slightly earlier than Longford Cottage but has a similar Victorian style of a simple, low 
cottage, though extended at one end. 
 
Roseville, 35-44 Roseville Avenue, Blairgowrie built circa 1870. This building has not been sighted but it is said to be built of wattle 
and daub the same as Longford.  
 
Watts Cottage, 165 Ocean Beach Road, Sorrento circa 1869, is a symmetrical Victorian wattle and daub cottage with an external 
limestone chimney. It is a great deal smaller than Longford cottage but has the same low, small appearance. 
 
Recommendations: 
Recommended for inclusion in the Heritage Overlay to the extent of the whole property as defined by the title boundaries. 
 
Significant elements or design features:  
Symmetrical front and Victorian character 
 
Extent of fabric to be retained:   
Wattle and daub walls, limestone chimney, symmetrical front. 
 
Schedule: 

External Paint Controls No 
Internal Alteration Controls No 
Tree Controls No 
Fences and Outbuildings No 
Prohibited uses No 
Incorporated plan - 
Aboriginal Heritage Place No 

 


