
House 

95 Salmon Street, Hastings 

Place type: Residential  

Significance level: Local 

 

Recommended protection: PS Yes 

Architectural style: Victorian Period (1851-1901)  

 

Locality history 
Large sections of the locality history have been extracted from the Hastings District 

Heritage Study Environmental History (Graeme Butler & Associates, 2001).  

 

Hastings, situated on the eastern side of the Mornington Peninsula, sits on a harbour 

of Western Port Bay. The former Shire of Hastings covers much of the central and 

north-eastern sections of the Mornington Peninsula. Its eastern border, for 55 km from 

Tyabb in the north and Sandy Point in the south, is the Western Port coastline. In pre-

contact times, the Mornington Peninsula was part of the territory occupied by the 

Bunurong people, whose land stretches along the coast from roughly the Werribee 

River to Andersons Inlet, and up to the Dandenong Ranges (Butler 2001:1-4). 

 

The Parish of Tyabb, including the township reserve, was surveyed for selection in 

1858. The township was located to the north of an already established fishing 

settlement, King’s Creek. King’s Creek would later become known as Hastings and 

the Township of Tyabb was eventually incorporated into Hastings (Butler 2001:52).  

 

The fishing industry was one of the earliest industries established in the Hastings area. 

The first fishermen had settled at King's Creek in the early 1840s. King’s Creek is 



believed to have taken its name from Mrs Martha King, who took up the surrounding 

pastoral run ‘Bunguyan’ in 1845. The first fisherman likely worked for Mrs King, and 

small huts were built near their boats on Crown Land and leased by King (Bennett 

2004:7). By the time the town was officially surveyed, there were several fishermen's 

cottages here, built along Skinner Street (Butler 2001:14-15). 

 

 
Figure 1. ‘Hastings, Western Port Bay’, published in the Illustrated Australian News, 1866. Source: State Library 

of Victoria. 

During the 1860s, most of the small community at Hastings were fishermen or 

boatmen (Bennett 2004:11). The Hastings jetty was built in 1864, and became the 

focal point for fishing activities. Hastings is depicted in an etching published in the 

Illustrated Australian News in 1866. A gabled weatherboard cottage with a front 

verandah is depicted in the foreground, and jetty is pictured in the distance as well as 

a group of small gabled cottages, around the Skinner Street area. 

 

In 1889, the railway line from Frankston to Stony Point at Western Port opened. The 

railway line was built primarily as a precaution for the defence of Melbourne. This 

makes it different from most other Victorian railway lines in the nineteenth century, 

which were aimed at improving the transport of primary products and passengers 

from rural areas to Melbourne markets (Butler 2001:36). Regardless, Hastings gained 

a valuable link to the metropolis once the railway line was established. 

 

During the 1870s to the 1890s the fishing industry in Hastings experienced its peak 

period of importance. Melbourne was experiencing a boom period, and the fish from 

Hastings was transported to Melbourne overnight. Articles describe ‘the magnitude of 

the fishing industry’ of Hastings, and the ‘incredible’ money received by the 

fishermen (Bennett 2004:32).  



 
Figure 2. The fishermen at Hastings, Western Port c1860-1880, photograph by Fred Kreuger, Source: SLV.  

By 1892, when the Victorian Government conducted an inquiry into the fishing 

industry, there were 100 boats at work in Western Port and based at Hastings. 

Witnesses at the inquiry pointed out that each boat employed two men and that about 

21,000 baskets of fish were sent to Melbourne from Hastings each year (Butler 

2001:16). However, the 1890s depression also hit hard the fishing industry, due to a 

decrease in demand. Although the fishing industry remained important, many 

fishermen relocated or changed professions towards the end of the nineteenth century 

(Bennett 2004:52). 

 

Townships and villages in the former Shire of Hastings remained relatively stable 

during the first half of the twentieth century. The fishing industry in Hastings 

recovered from the Depression of the 1890s, and a period of steady growth followed. 

However, by 1920, the fishing industry was considered to be in decline. Fishermen 

claimed the fish were getting scarce in the Hastings waters, and the industry slowed 

(Bennett 2004:100). 

 

Fishing continued as a major local industry until very recent decades. In 1960 

approximately 600,000 lbs of fish were caught by professional fishermen in the 

waters off the Shire of Frankston and Hastings. The 1960s brought significant 

changes to Western Port Bay. The opening of the Port Industrial Area resulted in an 

increase of population in towns such as Hastings, where the population rose from 980 

in 1962 to 1,750 in 1972. Recreational fishermen continue to use Western Port, 

however, as the Westernport Industrial Area developed, commercial fishing declined 

as a major local industry (Butler 2001:17,53). 

 

Place history 

The subject land has been identified as Allotment 19 of Section C in the Township of 

Hastings, Parish of Tyabb. The land bounded by Salmon Street to the west and 



Skinner Street and Marine Parade to the east is shown on an 1873 Parish plan. Several 

houses along Skinner Street, close to the bay, were already built by this time. The plan 

shows a row of modest fishermen’s cottages.  

 
Figure 3. Plan of allotments in Hastings, the subject site circled in red. Source: SLV.  

As part of Crown Land sales, John Patane, a fisherman, purchased lot 19 in 1889 for a 

total of twenty pounds (LV: V2252/F240). The lot first appears in the rate books that 

same year, when Patane was rated eight pounds (RB 1889-90). The house is first 

noted in the rate books in 1892, however, the house appears to have been built in 

1889, as the rate remained at a constant eight pounds (RB 1892-93). 

 

In 1890, the property was transferred to the ‘Fourth Victoria Permanent Property 

Building and Investment Society’. Building societies were co-operative non-profit 

financial institutions that originated in eighteenth-century England and were 

subsequently established in Australia in the mid-nineteenth century. Their purpose 

was to provide finance for people of all classes to invest in residential property or to 

construct a dwelling. Societies operated on a membership basis, with each member 

making a deposit with the society. When enough money was collected it was lent to 

members who made subsequent monthly repayments with modest interest rates 

(Context 2014:53).  

 

A change in legislation in 1876 allowed Victorian building societies to buy and sell, 

or mortgage, freehold and leasehold property. Leading institutions competed for the 

best real estate and in the process ‘converted many building societies into little more 

than speculative operations, using public money which had been subscribed for quite 

different purposes’ (Sandercock 1979:8; Cannon 1972:19). 

 

In 1896 the property was purchased by John James Denton (LV: V2252/F240). 

Denton was a business owner of the firm Denton & Company, which included a 



wholesale fish business at the Melbourne Fish Market and a general store in Hastings 

(Bennett 2004:54, Weekly Times 16 May 1896:1). Residing in Clifton Hill, Denton 

frequently visited Hastings due to his 

business, and it appears he also invested in 

property in the area. In 1896 he was rated 

for six lots in the East Riding of Hastings, 

including the subject site (RB 1895-96). 

The depression of the 1890s hit Denton’s 

business hard, and it came close to ruin. 

However, the business survived and in 

1898 he became Mayor of Fitzroy (Bennett 

2004:54).  

 

Although the Frankston and Hastings rate 

books from this period only list owners, not 

occupants, it appears fisherman Patane 

remained at the property as a tenant, as his 

name is noted next to Denton’s in the rate 

books for the first two rate cycles of his 

ownership. It is unknown how long Patane 

remained at the cottage (RB 1895-96, 

1896-97). 

 

The rates dropped to as low as two pounds in 1911-12. After 20 years in Denton’s 

ownership the property was transferred to Josephine Sheehey in 1916. The owner is 

noted as William Sheehey, presumably Josephine’s spouse, from a year prior when he 

was rated five pounds for the house and lot (RB 1914-15). 

 

Unlike Denton, it appears the Sheeheys also resided at the cottage on Salmon Street, 

being listed both in the Electoral Rolls and the Sands & McDougall directory (ER, 

S&Mc). In 1933 William requested that council lay water mains along the street 

(Frankston and Sommerville Standard 14 October 1933:7).  

 

In 1939 the property was transferred to Martha Robinson. According to information 

provided by Western Port Bay Historical Society, Robinson worked at her sister, Miss 

Mary Reid’s shop in Main Street (now Marine Parade) (Davies 2016, pers. comm., 2 

Oct 2016). Martha owned the property until her death in 1981.  

 

An aerial from 1957 shows the development around 95 Salmon Street running from 

north to south, with Skinner Street and the bay in the foreground. Salmon Street is 

relatively undeveloped at this time, with a boom in development to occur during the 

1960s as a result of the Westernport Industrial Area. 

Figure 4. John James Denton owned 95 Salmon 

Street for twenty years, along with several other lots 

in the area. Source: Bennett 2004:54, photo courtesy 

of John Denton.  



 
Figure 5. Hastings, Westernport Bay, 1957. Source: 

SLV. 

 
Figure 6. Section of aerial showing 95 Salmon Street in 

1957. Source: SLV. 
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Physical description 
The modest Victorian timber cottage at 95 Salmon Street is located on the east side of 

the street. The single storey house is timber framed with weatherboard clad walls. It 

sits behind a picket fence, which is a recent addition. The main roof has a transverse 

gabled form and is clad with corrugated iron. The house is representative of the 

‘fisherman’s cottage’ typology of Hastings, which are modest in size, clad in 

weatherboards and have a transverse gabled roof and a skillion front verandah. Here, 

the style is represented by a late Victorian example, more detailed than its early 

Victorian counterparts which can be seen in the engraving of Western Port Bay 

published in1866. 

 

 
Figure 7. Section of ‘Hastings, Western Port Bay’, 

published in the Illustrated Australian News, 1866. 

Source: SLV. 

 
Figure 8. 95 Salmon Street built in 1889, a later example 

of the ‘fisherman’s cottage’ typology of Hastings. 

Source: Google Maps 2015.  

 

The double fronted façade is symmetrical, with a central front door flanked by two 

tripartite sash windows. The windows are not original but 1930s or ‘40s in style. The 

front door has also been replaced.  

 

Across the length of the façade, set below the eaves, runs a skillion verandah with 

square timber posts, decorative timber brackets and a timber floor. The verandah and 

its detailing are not original. The original verandah posts and beam would most likely 

have featured stop chamfering to the arises. The chimney has also been lost. The 

house has been extended to the rear, hardly noticeable from street view, and recessed 

behind the side (north) elevation sits a timber verandah forming part of the extension. 

 

Although altered, the house is characterised by its modest but intact timber decorative 

detailing. In particular, the bargeboards in the Gothic Revival style, which is a rare 

detail to survive. Bargeboards protects the raw ends of the roof framing rafters; 

however, they have no structural purpose. As such, it allowed carpenters to carve and 

sculpt the bargeboards to suit current trends and tastes. The bargeboards of the 

Victorian era were carved by hand and feature a range of motifs, from more delicate 

to robust. This particular bargeboard features a fine pierced scallop design, alternating 



between larger and smaller scallops, giving the house a picturesque expression. The 

decorative timber eaves brackets along the front add to this character. 

 
Figure 9. Close up of the bargeboard. Source: Context Pty Ltd.   

Viewed from the street, the original form of this Victorian timber cottage is intact, 

apart from the lost chimney. Alterations to the verandah, windows and front door 

have resulted in a loss of detail, although it has not altered the main form. In detailing, 

some Victorian elements survive, such as the decorative bargeboard and timber 

brackets. Overall, the house retains its modest but picturesque Victorian cottage 

expression.  

 

Recommended management 

The following conservation action/s would be supported should the opportunity arise: 

Extent of curtilage to preferably be retained free of new buildings: 

• everything on the site except the area to the rear of the house,  

 

Extent of heritage fabric preferably retained: 

• the whole of the cottage under the main gabled roof  

Elements or design features of particular significance: 

• the Victorian timber bargeboards and timber eaves brackets 

Restoration of missing original detail advisable: 

• stop-chamfered verandah posts in place of the plain posts 

• Victorian style double-hung sash windows appropriate to the style of the house 

in place of the current 1930s-40s style windows 

Preferred location for extension: 

• to the rear of 95 Salmon Street 

Front fences and gates: 



• appropriate to the style of the house, preferably of a height that still enables 

some public visibility of the building. 

Please refer to the Heritage Places and Abutting Land Policy in the Mornington 

Peninsula Planning Scheme (Clause 22.04, as amended) for the general heritage 

management guidelines for this place. 

 

Comparative analysis 

The vernacular Victorian timber cottage, modest in both size and detailing, featuring a 

transverse gabled roof form and a skillion front verandah, was the style of the first 

fishermen’s cottages built in Hastings. Within Hastings, no houses of this typology 

are currently represented in the Heritage Overlay. Overall, few examples of the 

Victorian era survive in Hastings. Out of what was previously an area of Victorian 

houses comprising 38, 47 and 51 Skinner Street and 2 Herring Street recommended 

for inclusion in the Heritage Overlay in the ‘Hastings District Heritage Study’ (2001), 

only 38 Skinner Street (HO315) and 2 Herring Street (not currently in the HO) 

survive. Within Hastings, there is also a Victorian-era dwelling at 4 Herring Street 

(not currently in the . 

 

 
Figure 10. ‘Pioneer Cottage’, 2 Herring Street. Note the bargeboard detail. Source: Google Maps 2016. 

The closest comparison within Hastings is 2 Herring Street, which is similar in both 

form and detailing. The Herring Street dwelling forms part of the Hastings Museum 

and is known as ‘Pioneer Cottage’. 2 Herring Street was built c1900 in Victoria Street 

and relocated to Herring Street in 1985 to form part of the Museum. The house is a 

simple weatherboard cottage with a transverse gabled roof form, a concave verandah 

roof, and a later chimney at the rear. The house also features an intact bargeboard in 

an almost identical pattern as the one seen at 95 Salmon Street. 95 Salmon Street 

compares very well in integrity, as it still sits in its original location, but lacks the 

more intact verandah detail of 2 Herring Street. 

 



Apart from 2 Herring Street, the few Victorian-era examples of dwellings in Hastings 

include two Italianate style villas at 38 Skinner Street and 4 Herring Street.  

 

 
Figure 11. 38 Skinner Street, Hastings (HO315). Source: Butler 2001. 

38 Skinner Street (HO315) is a large house of the kind popular in the 1870s and ‘80s 

both in Melbourne’s suburbs and in rural areas. It is shown on the 1873 plan. It is a 

block fronted weatherboard house with a concave verandah and an M-profile hipped 

roof clad with corrugated iron. The house is both more substantial in size and more 

decorative than 95 Salmon Street, with a cast iron lacework to the verandah.  

 

 
Figure 12. 4 Herring Street, known as ‘Harry’s House’. Source: Google Maps 2016.  

4 Herring Street was built c1890. Like 2 Herring Street, this Victorian-era dwelling 

was relocated to form part of the Hastings Museum complex. It is known as ‘Harry’s 

House’ after its last resident. The house was previously located on the corner of 

Alfred and Elizabeth streets, and was moved to its current location c2005. The house 



is Italianate in style, with a block fronted weatherboard exterior, M-profile hipped 

roof, a concave verandah with turned timber posts and cast iron lacework. Again, it is 

more intact than 95 Salmon Street, as it retains its original concave verandah and 

double-hung sash windows. 

 

These two Italianate style dwellings are not directly comparable to 95 Salmon Street. 

While similar in period, they are more elaborate in both form and detailing, so 

represent a higher class of buildings than the modest timber cottage at 95 Salmon 

Street. 95 Salmon Street compares well in integrity to 4 Herring Street, as it still sits at 

its original location.  

 

 
Figure 13. P McCulloch Street, Dromana (HO129). Source: Google Maps 2013.  

Within the municipality, the built form and modest detailing of 95 Salmon Street can 

be compared more closely to Gums Cottage, 9 McCulloch Street, Dromana (HO129). 

The house has an unknown built date, although it assumed to be early or mid-

Victorian. This is a simple two room cottage with skillion extension to the rear and a 

single brick chimney. Similar to 95 Salmon Street, the verandah appears to have been 

rebuilt. 

 

Although not a residential building, the decorative timber bargeboard of 95 Salmon 

Street can be compared to that of the Hastings Fish Shed (HO305). Built soon after 

the Jetty was constricted in 1863 it is an earlier example of the Victorian timber 

detailing evident at 95 Salmon Street. The bargeboard at 95 Salmon Street is a more 

delicate and detailed version of the pierced scalloped design also evident on the Fish 

Shed. 

 

 



 
Figure 14. Note the decorative bargeboard of the Hastings Fish Shed, HO305. Source: Graeme Butler 2001.  

The majority of the Victorian houses in the study area of the ‘Mornington Peninsula 

Heritage Review, Area 2’ (2016), comprising the coastal towns between Safety Beach 

in the north and Rye in the south, can be classified as Italianate in style or influence. 

They have an M-profile hipped roof, rectangular or round-headed double-hung sash 

windows. This reflects their built dates, with most from the 1880s and1890s. This is 

also reflected within the Township of Hastings, where 38 Skinner Street (HO315) is 

the only example of a Victorian house in the Heritage Overlay. 

 

The closest comparison in the Heritage Overlay for 95 Salmon Street is 2 Herring 

Street, built c1900, to which 95 Salmon Street compares well in integrity, as it still 

sits at its original location, though it has been somewhat more altered. 95 Salmon 

street represents the vernacular Victorian cottage style. Compared to the Italianate 

style villas, 95 Salmon Street reflects a more modest domestic construction, drawing 

elements from the first houses built in the Hastings area for the local fishermen. In 

detailing, the bargeboards are of particular interest as a more delicate variant of the 

earlier bargeboards found on the non-residential Hastings Fish Shed, and are almost 

identical in style to the bargeboards of 2 Herring Street, reflecting local craftsmanship 

and style.  

 

Statement of significance 

 

What is significant? 

The cottage at 95 Salmon Street, Hastings, built for local fisherman John Patane in 

1889, is significant. 

 

It is a modest Victorian timber cottage. The single storey house is timber framed with 

weatherboard clad walls. The transverse gabled roof form is clad with corrugated iron. 

The double fronted façade is symmetrical. Although altered, the house is 

characterised by its modest but intact timber decorative detailing. In particular, the 

bargeboards in the Gothic Revival style, as well as the timber eaves brackets. 



 

The non-original front verandah, windows and door are not significant. 

 

How is it significant? 

The cottage is of local historical, architectural and aesthetic significance to the Shire 

of Mornington Peninsula. 

 

Why is it significant? 

Historically, the cottage illustrates Hastings’ long and important connection to the 

fishing industry. The house was built for a local fisherman in 1889 and later owned by 

fishing businessman J.J. Denton. The house reflects the modest domestic construction 

of Hastings, drawing elements from the first houses built in the Hastings area during 

the mid-1800s for local fishermen. (Criterion A)  

 

Architecturally, the Victorian cottage is representative of the ‘fisherman’s cottage’ 

typology which are modest in detail, small in size, clad in weatherboard and have a 

transverse gabled roof. Here, the style is represented by a late Victorian example, 

more detailed than its early Victorian counterparts. (Criterion D)  

 

95 Salmon Street is of aesthetic significance for its intact Gothic Revival bargeboards, 

which are a rare survivor. (Criterion E)  

 

Recommendations 

NA 

 

Other recommendations 
Recommended for inclusion in the Heritage Overlay to the extent of the whole 

property as defined by the title boundaries. 


