
Hastings District Heritage Places

Name of place Kalimna farm complex & farm landscape
12

Other Names Conrad Kleinitz farm complex

Addres Frankston Flinders Road
Merricks

Map (Melway) 257C2

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Regional?

Creation date(s): 1869c, 1903c

3649

Site Type: Farm complex, sheep/cattle

Description:

The property is approached by a long drive, the house and buildings being 
concealed in mature tree groves, set on the hill overlooking the water- part of 
farm group- landscape  Mature trees related to the construction period of the 
building aid in the period expression and cultural significance of the place as 
indicators of age and period.

Inspection was not possible during the study period.

Description

Condition
 (Inspection Required)

External Integrity
 (Inspection Required)
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History
Historical background 
The earliest squatters in the study area brought cattle to their runs. Henry and 
Maurice Meyrick brought cattle to Coolart in December 1840 and John Sage 
brought cattle overland for Captain Baxter. 

Although orcharding has been the major primary occupation in the study area, 
cattle and sheep have continued to be run on some properties. particularly in the 
Merricks and Moorooduc districts { Barnard, 2000}.  

Specific History 

This property was formed from CA45 and 47  (319-20 acres) Balnarring parish, 
granted to Alex Wighton who improved it and sold it to William Bowen, a 
Melbourne Collins St chemist. Conrad Kleinitz of Mossiface purchased what 
became the Kalimna part of the holding and made further improvements in the 
Edwardian-era. The Grant family held it in the 20th century and finally it was 
acquired by the Cole family in the 1930s.

The first rate records dealing with the property have Alex Wighton as the owner-
occupier of house and land on 319 acres. Wighton, a farmer,  was the grantee of 
the allotments and Horne the grantee of the adjoining CA46. By 1870 Wighton 
had a four room house, the annual value climbing steadily with each year. He 
was granted a Crown leasehold in 1871. In 1873, Wighton held Horne's 119 acre 
block as well as his own land, plus buildings, and by the mid 1870s, had an 
annual rate value of £45. He achieved the Crown Grant in 1878. 

Wighton and Horne then leased out the combined property of 834 acres (320 
plus 514acres) to Thomas Miller, a farmer in the mid 1880s.  In 1886-7, they 
were replaced  by graziers, Arthur H & Charles J Hearle, with the two properties 
of 709 acres and 320 acres.  William Bowen, a Melbourne Collins St chemist, 
was the new owner in 1888. Bowen mortgaged the property (also including CAs 
50, 84, 93-4, 96, 84, 49) to the London Bank of Australia Ltd in 1896 and lost the 
title to them in 1902. The rate record also show Arthur Vivian in partnership with 
Bowen. 

The bank sold this lot with other land (CA45, total 319 acres) to Conrad Kleinitz 

History and themes

Context
Contributes to a near unique group of three properties on the peninsula which share an undulating exotic farm 
landscape, with mature tree rows,  and a seaside frontage with some indigenous vegetation as a margin to the exotic 
grasslands.
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of Mossiface, in 1905 although he was rated there from 1902. The rate value 
rose within a year from £95 to £128. In 1899-1900 Kleinitz was listed as a maize 
grower at Tambo Upper: this and the Mossiface district is where a number of 
oast houses still survive (see oast house north of the Frankston Flinders Rd) . 
Typically he named the property Kalimna after the Gippsland Lakes locality.  
Kleinitz died at Bairnsdale aged 85 in 1927: a large number of his family 
members were also recorded in the Bairnsdale district.

After Conrad Kleinitz, Donald Grant became the owner-occupier, staying there 
until his death in 1921 aged 87. His estate then sold to PM Stanley of Elizabeth 
St, Melbourne, who eventually sold to Leslie and Thomas Cole in the early 1930s.

Recent subdivisions (1984, 1990) have left 3 lots, the house being on a 1.2ha 
lot, lot one to the west being 87ha and lot 2 to the east being 87ha.

Chicory
Phyllis Cole recalled that chicory was grown on the nearby Cole property Minto, 
citing also the kiln in Stanleys Rd and a blacksmith's forge close by. She also 
recalled that Kalimna was said to have been owned by a Mr Searle (Hearle?) 
who she thought had built the house there, noting that it was probably older than 
Minto (1880s).  There seems to be some confusion between `Searl' and Hearle, 
the latter being listed here in rate books and Victorian Directories. Similarly it is 
likely that Kalimna house was derived from Alex Wighton's 4 room house of 
c1870.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Engaging in primary production

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Developing sheep and cattle 
industries

Associations: Alex Wighton Conrad Kleinitz Donald Grant

Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme

Other PAHT Subtheme: Other primary industry

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themesA.4
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Statement of Significance:
The Kalimna farm complex & associated farm landscape are significant because:
- for its historical associations with the early pioneers in the region, including the 
Cole family, and prominent identities from other parts of the Victoria such as 
Conrad Kleinitz (Criterion H1) ;
- for its (assumed) high state of preservation as a time-capsule of a comfortable 
grazier's house of the Victorian and Edwardian-eras in the region (Criterion D2) ;
-it has been the subject of local publications about its history and significance to 
the Mornington Peninsula (Criterion G1); 
- for its contribution to a near unique group of properties on the peninsula which 
share an exotic farm landscape, with mature tree rows,  and a seaside frontage 
(Criterion B2) .

Tree Controls Apply?: Yes

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended (inspection required)

Heritage Victoria Register? inspection required

Register of the National Estate inspection required

National Trust Register? inspection required

Recommendations

Recommendation
 (inspection required)
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the main contributory elements are the farm complex, farm land and mature trees plus any other 
associated landscape or out-buildings from the 19th century and the Conrad Kleinitz era .

- to conserve and enhance these contributory elements where enhancement would include 
replacement of any known missing original components in the buildings' exteriors or setting;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of these contributory elements;
- to ensure that new structures within the property are visually recessive and related to the existing 
building in terms of form, size, materials and placement but expressed as a separate identifiable 
entity; 
- to maintain the place's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further historical 
findings;
- to encourage further inspection of the site to demarcate areas of and elements of significance  
before inclusion in the planning scheme (Council to arrange); 

External Paint Controls Apply? Yes

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? Yes

Rarity or distinction among a comparable group

Good example of type

Association with important person or group

B.2

D.2

H.1
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References
Balnarring & District Historical Society (BHS) `Balnarring Byways and Memories' (1996): vi 
Balnarring Parish CAs47, 45  Alex Wighton,  no one shown on 1861 plan;
Balnarring & District Historical Society (BHS) `Balnarring Byways and Memories' (1995):34 states 
owned by `Searle' - older than Minto 1870s?
Municipal Rate Book (RB) 
Parish Plan
Victorian Titles Office (VTO) LP220016X, LP144979F
Phyllis Cole. Notes on Merricks and the Cole Family.

Documentation

- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the property, followed by the 
creation of an incorporated plan for the management of the property in the planning scheme.

The house and house yard could be placed in a heritage overlay and the surrounding titles within 
CA45 in a design and development overlay which specifies works controls ensuring retention of the 
traditional cultural values of the landscape by concealment of new buildings within traditional tree 
groves, rows or topography and building design which relates to traditional 19th century built form 
on the property in terms of form, bulk, materials and placement. Other planning scheme overlays 
may apply.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler, Francine Gilfedder
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