
House 

118 Salmon Street, Hastings 

Place type: Residential 

Significance level: Local 

 

Recommended protection: PS Yes 

Architectural style: Federation/Edwardian Period (1902-c.1918) 

 

Locality history 
Large sections of the locality history have been extracted from the Hastings District 

Heritage Study Environmental History (Graeme Butler & Associates, 2001).  

 

Hastings, situated on the eastern side of the Mornington Peninsula, sits on a harbour 

of Western Port Bay. The former Shire of Hastings covers much of the central and 

north-eastern sections of the Mornington Peninsula. Its eastern border, for 55 km from 

Tyabb in the north and Sandy Point in the south, is the Western Port coastline. In pre-

contact times, the Mornington Peninsula was part of the territory occupied by the 

Bunurong people, whose land stretches along the coast from roughly the Werribee 

River to Andersons Inlet, and up to the Dandenong Ranges (Butler 2001:1-4). 

 

The Parish of Tyabb, including the township reserve, was surveyed for selection in 

1858. The township was located to the north of an already established fishing 

settlement, King’s Creek. King’s Creek would later become known as Hastings and 

the Township of Tyabb was eventually incorporated into Hastings (Butler 2001:52).  

 

The fishing industry was one of the earliest industries established in the Hastings area. 

The first fishermen had settled at King's Creek in the early 1840s. King’s Creek is 



believed to have taken its name from Mrs Martha King, who took up the surrounding 

pastoral run ‘Bunguyan’ in 1845. The first fisherman likely worked for Mrs King, and 

small huts were built near their boats on Crown Land and leased by King (Bennett 

2004:7). By the time the town was officially surveyed, there were several fishermen's 

cottages here, built along Skinner Street (Butler 2001:14-15). 

 

 
Figure 1. ‘Hastings, Western Port Bay’, published in the Illustrated Australian News, 1866. Source: State Library 

of Victoria. 

During the 1860s, most of the small community at Hastings were fishermen or 

boatmen (Bennett 2004:11). The Hastings jetty was built in 1864, and became the 

focal point for fishing activities. Hastings is depicted in an etching published in the 

Illustrated Australian News in 1866. A gabled weatherboard cottage with a front 

verandah is depicted in the foreground, and jetty is pictured in the distance as well as 

a group of small gabled cottages, around the Skinner Street area. 

 

In 1889, the railway line from Frankston to Stony Point at Western Port opened. The 

railway line was built primarily as a precaution for the defence of Melbourne. This 

makes it different from most other Victorian railway lines in the nineteenth century, 

which were aimed at improving the transport of primary products and passengers 

from rural areas to Melbourne markets (Butler 2001:36). Regardless, Hastings gained 

a valuable link to the metropolis once the railway line was established. 

 

During the 1870s to the 1890s the fishing industry in Hastings experienced its peak 

period of importance. Melbourne was experiencing a boom period, and the fish from 

Hastings was transported to Melbourne overnight. Articles describe ‘the magnitude of 

the fishing industry’ of Hastings, and the ‘incredible’ money received by the 

fishermen (Bennett 2004:32).  



 
Figure 2. The fishermen at Hastings, Western Port c1860-1880, photograph by Fred Kreuger, Source: SLV.  

By 1892, when the Victorian Government conducted an inquiry into the fishing 

industry, there were 100 boats at work in Western Port and based at Hastings. 

Witnesses at the inquiry pointed out that each boat employed two men and that about 

21,000 baskets of fish were sent to Melbourne from Hastings each year (Butler 

2001:16). However, the 1890s depression also hit hard the fishing industry, due to a 

decrease in demand. Although the fishing industry remained important, many 

fishermen relocated or changed professions towards the end of the nineteenth century 

(Bennett 2004:52). 

 

Townships and villages in the former Shire of Hastings remained relatively stable 

during the first half of the twentieth century. The fishing industry in Hastings 

recovered from the Depression of the 1890s, and a period of steady growth followed. 

However, by 1920, the fishing industry was considered to be in decline. Fishermen 

claimed the fish were getting scarce in the Hastings waters, and the industry slowed 

(Bennett 2004:100). 

 

Fishing continued as a major local industry until very recent decades. In 1960 

approximately 600,000 lbs of fish were caught by professional fishermen in the 

waters off the Shire of Frankston and Hastings. The 1960s brought significant 

changes to Western Port Bay. The opening of the Port Industrial Area resulted in an 

increase of population in towns such as Hastings, where the population rose from 980 

in 1962 to 1,750 in 1972. Recreational fishermen continue to use Western Port, 

however, as the Westernport Industrial Area developed, commercial fishing declined 

as a major local industry (Butler 2001:17,53). 

 

Place history 

The large section of land bounded by Spring Street to the north, Reid Parade to the 

south, Frankston-Flinders Road to the west and Salmon Street to the east was 



subdivided in 1890. The land has been identified as part of Portion ninety-six in the 

Parish of Tyabb, County of Mornington and is located immediately west of the early 

fishermen’s settlement of King’s Creek. Proprietors of the land in 1890 were solicitor 

Alfred Martin Strongman and professor assistant James Mann, as tenants in common 

(LV: V2239/F673). A total of fourteen lots were transferred to fisherman David 

Mentiplay in July of the same year, including the subject site, lot 198 on the 

subdivision plan (LV: V2282/F288).  

 

The Mentiplay family had made their fortune in Hastings’ booming fishing industry, 

and were among the fishing pioneers of the district. The family originated from 

Scotland. In 1855 William Mentiplay, David’s father, emigrated to Australia with his 

three sons as well as his younger brother Archibald. The family first settled as 

fishermen at Williamstown, and then Queenscliff by 1864. The Mentiplays were all 

successful fishermen and several of the family members moved or expanded their 

business into Western Port Bay. David, originally a fisherman like his father in 

Queenscliff, relocated to Hastings in 1868 along with his wife (Bennett 2004:24-

25,36). 

 

According to historian Bruce Bennett, David Mentiplay lived in a house on Skinner 

Street (No. 49), built c1890, prior to which he lived next door at No. 47 (Bennett 

2004:45). None of these houses survive today. 

 

David had three sons, James, William and 

Jessie (Bennett 2004:148). The subject site, lot 

198, was transferred to James in 1914 (LV: 

V3779 F665). Born in 1880, James was 34 

years of age at the time he acquired the lot. 

James married Helen ‘Nellie’ Edwards, a 

district nurse, the same year as he acquired the 

lot on Salmon Street (BDM). Perhaps the lot 

was a wedding gift from his father. 

 

James was a fisherman from at least 1919 to 

1949, and had a family boat named after his 

wife, Nellie (Bennett 2004:37). In an article 

from 1920, David, William and James 

Mentiplay, along with a handful of other names, 

are described as leading fisherman in the 

Hastings district (Mornington Standard 17 

September 1920:1). 

 

The house at 118 Salmon Street was built for 

James and Nellie shortly after the transfer of 

land in 1914. It is first recorded in the 1914-15 

Rate Book, when James was rated 10 pounds 

for a house and lot (RB 1914-15). Little change 

was made to the house in the coming years, as the rate was still 10 pounds in 1918 

(RB 1918-19). 

 

Figure 3. Wedding portrait of James and Nellie 

Mentiplay, c.1910s, exact date unknown. 

Source: Bennett 2004, courtesy of Norm 

Francis.   



James remained at the property until his death in 1960, after which Nellie took 

ownership of the family home until she passed away in 1971. After her death, the 

property was transferred to Glenys Dorothy Sparey (LV: V3779/F665).  

 

Of the fourteen lots purchased by James’ father David in 1890, 118 Salmon Street is 

the earliest house to survive. An aerial from 1957 shows the development around 118 

Salmon Street running north- south, with Skinner Street and the bay in the 

foreground. Only a small group of about 10 houses were built at this time south of 

Spring Street, indicating the area was relatively undeveloped, with a boom in 

development to occur during the 1960s as a result of the Westernport Industrial Area.  

 

 
Figure 4. Hastings, Westernport Bay, 1957. Source: 

SLV. 

 
Figure 5. Section of aerial showing 118 Salmon Street in 

1957. Source: SLV. 
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Physical description 



The Edwardian timber dwelling at 118 Salmon Street is located on the west side of 

Salmon Street. It is a single storey house situated on a corner lot, with the double 

fronted façade towards Salmon Street. The house does not have a front fence, but has 

a recently built picket side fence. 

 

The house is timber framed with weatherboard clad walls, and is typical of the 

Edwardian period in both form and detailing. The high hipped roof with gablets at the 

top was a common roof form of this era. The roof is clad with corrugated-iron and is 

pierced by a corbelled brick chimney on the north side. Characteristic of the 

Edwardian period are also the exposed rafter tails beneath the eaves.  

 

The façade is symmetrical with modest ornamentation. The central front door has 

highlights and sidelights, and is flanked by tripartite double-hung sash windows. The 

façade has a broad band of notched weatherboards across the middle of the wall, an 

effect which emulated shingles. 

 

The verandah has timber flooring, a bullnose corrugated iron roof, with turned timber 

posts, timber brackets and a simple ladder-back timber frieze, breaking up the plain 

slats with a pierced motif.  
 

The north side elevation has a replaced or added aluminium frame window. At the 

rear (west) elevation sits a skillion extension. Viewed from the street the house 

appears highly intact in both form and detailing, retaining a simple yet distinctive 

Edwardian expression. 

 

Recommended management 

The following conservation action/s would be supported should the opportunity arise: 

Extent of curtilage to preferably be retained free of new buildings: 

• everything on the site except the area to the rear of the house,  

Extent of heritage fabric preferably retained: 

• the whole of the house under the main hipped roof, including the verandah and 

its timber details  

Preferred location for extension: 

• to the rear of 118 Salmon Street 

Front fences and gates: 

• appropriate to the style of the house, preferably of a height that still enables 

some public visibility of the building. 

Driveways/access: 

• front setback should be kept free of paved permanent parking 

Please refer to the Heritage Places and Abutting Land Policy in the Mornington 

Peninsula Planning Scheme (Clause 22.04, as amended) for the general heritage 

management guidelines for this place. 

Comparative analysis 

Edwardian houses drew from both the Victorian and the Queen Anne architectural 

styles. 118 Salmon Street is transitional in style, similar in massing to the double 

fronted Italianate villas, although with the typical steeply pitched gablet roof of the 



Federation villa in place of the M-profile hipped roof typical of the Victorian era. 

Houses built in the first 15 years of the 20th century are rare within Hastings, and there 

are no Edwardian properties in Hastings currently in the Heritage Overlay. No 

residential Edwardian houses within Hastings were recommended as part of the 

‘Hastings District Heritage Study’ (2001), however a handful of houses from the era 

were recommended within the district and these are described below. 

 

The majority of the houses in the Heritage Overlay in the district are so-called 

Federation villas, with characteristics similar to those of 118 Salmon Street. 

Architectural features typical of the Edwardian era are the steeply pitched hipped or 

gablet hipped roof shapes, prominent front verandahs with turned timber posts and a 

timber frieze, and corbelled brick chimneys. 

 

 
Figure 6. 214 Bittern-Dromana Road, Merricks North (HO266). Source: Google Maps 2013. 

The Shand Orchard house, 214 Bittern-Dromana Road, Merricks North (HO266), 

built c1915, is a weatherboard farmhouse with a steeply pitched gablet hipped roof. 

The roof form is more complex than 118 Salmon Street, with a projecting gabled bay 

and a return verandah.  



 
Figure 7. The Former Somerville Private Hospital, 18 Eramosa Road, Somerville (HO276). Source: Butler 2001.  

The Former Somerville Private Hospital, 18 Eramosa Road, Somerville (HO276) was 

built in 1914. It is a substantial weatherboard house with gablet hipped roof, 

projecting gabled bays, a tall corbelled brick chimney and a return verandah with a 

distinctive Japanese-influenced timber frieze and brackets.  

 

 
Figure 8. 26 Lower Somerville Road, Somerville (HO303). Source: Butler 2001. Source: Realestate.com.au.  



The Clarke Orchard House, 26 Lower Somerville Road (HO303), built 1909, is a 

weatherboard farmhouse with the characteristic steeply pitched gablet hipped roof 

form, set behind a projecting gabled bay, and with a corbelled red brick chimney. The 

verandah features a distinctive timber frieze. 

 

Several of the existing Edwardian houses in the Heritage Overlay are connected to 

orchards, a locally important industry (including HO266 & HO303), however, none 

are linked to the very important fishing industry of Western Port Bay. 

 

‘Mornington Peninsula Shire Heritage Review, Area 1’ (Context Pty Ltd, 2012), 

covering the areas of Mount Eliza, Mornington and Mount Martha, notes that there 

are few Edwardian houses represented in the Heritage Overlay in that part of the 

shire, recommending two within Mornington: 824 Esplanade (HO382) built c1910, 

and Balei-Gadja, 35-37 Barkly Street (HO375), built in c1909 – both with more 

elaborate roof forms and detailing than 118 Salmon Street. 

 

Compared to the above mentioned examples, 118 Salmon Street compares well in its 

intactness, but is far more modest in both size and architectural expression. 118 

Salmon Street is simpler in both detailing and form, being an example of the 

transition between the Victorian Italianate and Edwardian architectural styles. 

However, none of the above mentioned examples are located within Hastings, and 

118 Salmon Street appears to be one of few Edwardian houses to survive within the 

township. It also compares well as the only Edwardian house associated with the 

important fishing industry of Hastings. 

 

Furthermore, of the fourteen lots purchased by David Mentiplay in 1890, 118 Salmon 

Street is the earliest house to survive, with the other houses on the lots being either 

interwar, postwar or contemporary examples. As such, it lacks a comparison as the 

only known house in Hastings associated with the pioneering fishing family the 

Mentiplays.  

 

Statement of significance 

 

What is significant? 

118 Salmon Street, built for local fisherman James Mentiplay in 1914, is significant.  

 

The house is a symmetrical, double fronted, weatherboard dwelling, with a high 

hipped roof with gablets at the top. The central front door has highlights and 

sidelights, and is flanked by tripartite double-hung sash windows. The façade has a 

broad band of notched weatherboards across the middle of the wall. The verandah has 

timber flooring, a bullnose corrugated iron roof, with turned timber posts, timber 

brackets and a simple ladder-back timber frieze, breaking up the plain slats with a 

pierced motif.  

 

How is it significant? 

The house is of local historical, architectural and associative significance to the Shire 

of Mornington Peninsula. 

 

Why is it significant? 

 



Historically, 118 Salmon Street illustrates Hastings’ long and important connection to 

the fishing industry. The house was built for James Mentiplay, part of the locally 

prominent fishing family the Mentiplays, in 1914. It is an intact example of a modest 

yet comfortable Edwardian house built for Hastings fishermen during the beginning 

of the 20th century. 118 Salmon Street is significant for its association with the 

Mentiplays. As well as being a pioneering fishing family, James was one of the 

leading fishermen in Hastings by the 1920s. The house remained in the Mentiplays 

ownership for close to sixty years (Criteria A & H). 

 

Architecturally, 118 Salmon Street is significant as one of the only examples of a 

dwelling from the Edwardian era within Hastings, retaining its characteristic form and 

details, such as the gablet hipped roof shape, a central front door with highlight and 

sidelights, and the bullnose roof front verandah with turned timber posts, a timber 

frieze and brackets. In its simple form it represents the transitional architectural style 

between the Victorian Italianate and more complex Federation Villa. (Criterion D)  

 

 

Recommendations 

NA 

 

Other recommendations 
Recommended for inclusion in the Heritage Overlay to the extent of the whole 

property as defined by the title boundaries. 


