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Preface
The former Shire of Hastings covers much of the central and north-eastern
sections of the Mornington Peninsula. Its eastern border, for 55km, is the
Western Port coastline. Between Tyabb in the north and Sandy Point, this
coastline consists of intertidal mudflats. The southern portion of the coastline,
about 20 km between Somers and Point Leo, is made up of sandy beaches
and rocky reefs.1  Mangroves once proliferated along the northern shoreline
of Western Port. Their numbers have been depleted through a variety of
human causes. Those that remain are the most southerly example of
mangroves in the world.
One early description of this area suggested that the central plains of
Moorooduc were heavily timbered.2  Another source suggested that there
had been, at one time, dense foliage at Sandy Point and that the country
between Balnarring and Sandy Point was 'thick with honeysuckle and she-
oak'. 3  Around Balnarring and along the ridge around Red Hill, across to
Mornington, the country was claimed to be 'heavily timbered chiefly with
messmate' and with trees 'so closely grown that possums could run from tree
to tree.' 4 A coastal survey of Western Port produced in 1841 noted 'good
soil', 'good grass' and 'open forest timbered with Gums wattle and She Oak
trees' along the southern coastline roughly between present day Somers and
Point Leo. 5
Humans had had a part in shaping this environment even before white people
came. Although Aboriginal occupants lived in relative harmony with the
natural environment, it is known that they regularly used fire as a means of
shaping vegetation, encouraging new growth and, perhaps, helping to flush
out animals during hunting.
European occupants reduced the indigenous tree cover through a number of
activities. Wattle bark stripping was one of the earliest industries practised at
Western Port. By the 1850s, piles and sleepers were cut from the hills and
shipped to Melbourne via Shoreham.6 Selectors cleared their blocks to make
them suitable for agriculture, sometimes selling the timber, sometimes simply
burning it.
European pastoralists and selectors also used fire to clear land and to
encourage pasture. Wild fires, too, have swept over the landscape since the
first Europeans arrived.
Occupants did not only clear land. They planted imported fruit and exotic
trees, experimented with grasses for their stock, and divided the landscape
up into properties and paddocks. Wind breaks were planted to protect
orchards and farm complexes from the elements. Gardens were planted

                                           
1 Tracy Pennington and Allan Cowley, Shire of Hastings Conservation Strategy, 1994
2this source was 'the Old Bushman', quoted by Winty Calder in 'A History of the Mornington
Peninsula'. Victorian Historical Magazine, Vol.45, Feb.1974, No.1
3 Calder, ibid
4ibid
5 Coastal Survey 17A (map) Smythe, 1841 (Land and Survey Information Centre, DNRE)
6 remarks about wattle bark stripping and timber -cutting in the 1850s are both found in
Gerald Byrne, 'Early Days of the Mornington Peninsula', Victorian Historical Magazine, Vol.
XIV< December 1932, No.4
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around farm houses and homesteads Trees were planted to honour the fallen
or commemorate significant events.  Remnant garden plantings, tree lines
and hedges are sometimes the only remaining evidence of the former uses of
particular sites.
In more recent times the establishment of industry at Western Port, coastal
engineering and the influx of permanent residents and holiday-makers have
also had an impact on the natural landscape.
It has been estimated that only 6% of indigenous vegetation remains on the
Mornington Peninsula, some of it on private property.7 and that none of the
original stands of trees remain.8Among the public sites containing indigenous
plant species are the Buckley Nature Reserve, Sandy Point, Bittern Coastal
Wetland, Yaringa and Devilbend Reservoir. 9 A number of landscapes within
the Shire, have also been valued by the National Trust of Australia (Victoria)
for their botanical, zoological, aesthetic and ecological value.
Human interaction with the natural environment has created new landscapes
that help to tell the story of the shire over time.

This part of the Mornington Peninsula Shire, the Hastings District, remains
the closest to the early historical phases of the Peninsula’s development.
Farming is still practised here and shorelines are still, in the most part, in a
natural state. Outside of the study area, on the western half of the Peninsula,
there is a much smaller percentage of the traditional landscape. The strip
commercial beach-front development and extensive suburban subdivisions
there, remain as examples of what the Hastings District might evolve to if not
for careful imposition of planning controls which are aimed at preserving its
distinctive landscape character.

                                           
7  Pennington and Cowley, p.10
8Winty Calder, 'A History of the Mornington Peninsula', Victorian Historical Magazine, Vol.
45, February 1974, No.1, p.23
9ibid, p. 53
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Project Methods and Results

Purpose of this study
The purpose of the Hastings District Heritage Study is to identify, evaluate and
provide conservation recommendations for:
places of cultural significance (non-Aboriginal places),
places of post contact Aboriginal significance.

Study area
The study area is the former Hastings Shire within the Mornington Peninsula Shire
Council, a municipality that was created in December 1994 by amalgamation of the
former Flinders, Hastings and Mornington municipalities.

Study Components
The Hastings Heritage Study Stage Two consisted of the following components:

Volume One - Heritage Place Reports, Project Methods, Recommendations
This volume includes identification of significant places, assessment of significance
and recommendations on their protection and management within the project area.
Only places of potential Shire, Regional, State and National significance have been
appraised in the place reports (see Appendix 1), as determined by the thresholds
adopted in Stage One of the report and the budget allowance for this study.

Volume Two - Environmental History
The history of the development of the physical fabric of the Hastings District of the
Mornington Peninsula Shire, prepared by Jill Barnard, is set out under historical
themes.  These themes have been developed based on the Principal Australian
Historic Themes (PAHT) developed by the Australian Heritage Commission, which
are used as a framework in identifying, assessing, interpreting and managing cultural
heritage in Australia.  The Heritage Places reports make use of these historic themes
although the framework is not rigidly adhered to and some adjustment and
adaptation is essential for the specific context.  Some themes may be relevant even
though there may no longer be a known physical representation in the area.

Study process
This study was based on a tender from Graeme Butler & Associates which followed
a brief contained in tender documents issued by Council (see Appendix 8). A fixed
sum was submitted for the work.

Scope
The budget allocation for Stage Two of the study was $44,150 (including
contingencies) and the scope included the recommended actions from Stage One of
the study.
The specific tasks for Stage Two included:
• Research, assessment, mapping and management policies for individually

significant post-contact places (85 ) in the former Hastings Shire,
• Research, assessment, mapping and management policies for individually

significant post-contact precincts (12 ) or areas in the former Hastings Shire,
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• Research, assessment of  contingency places to 20 extra individual sites and
three extra precincts, as referred to in Stage One;

• Research, assessment  of the places presently listed in the Heritage Schedule to
the Mornington Peninsula Planning Scheme other than the former BP
administration Building at Crib Point, Coolart Homestead at Somers, Koonoona at
Merricks North and Sages Cottage (Eurutta) at Baxter; Pine and Cypress rows.

• Research, assessment, mapping and management policies for pine and cypress
rows in the former Hastings Shire,

• Research, assessment, mapping and management policies for planning scheme
places in the former Hastings Shire,

• Review Stage One thematic history;
• Provide a heritage program;
• Conduct two public information workshops

Phases
The following describes key study phases.

1 Environmental History
The Environmental History was carried out in Stage One and revised in Stage Two to
include information provided by the assessment of significant places in Stage Two.

2 Identification
Stage One had included a heritage survey of the area by the heritage landscape and
architecture team members. Database entries for each place were provided with a
brief description and highlighted areas of significance and the historical theme(s)
expressed by the place. The place name, location data, assumed age, any known
history, main construction materials and the type were listed for each identified place.

A preliminary heritage value was allocated to each place on the basis of the
Australian Heritage Commission criteria (see Appendix 7): places having significant
evolutionary, historic, rarity, representative, research, aesthetic, technical, creative or
social values. The levels of significance used were Local, Shire, Regional, State
and/or National.
This significance was judged comparatively, within a geographic sphere of
comparison, with other sites of a similar type (ie houses, factories, trees, etc.):
• within the Locality (such as Hastings or Tyabb),
• within the Shire (defined in this study as the Shire of Mornington Peninsula),
• within the Region (as defined in the place reports Statement of Significance,

typically the Mornington Peninsula region, sometimes West Gippsland depending
on the historical context),

• within the State (Victoria), and/or
• within the Nation (Australia).
Places were then selected for further examination based on significance to the
largest group as a priority with the threshold of significant to the Mornington
Peninsula Shire and above (ie. Shire, Regional, State, National significance). This
threshold was chosen based on equivalence with that used in the Shire of
Mornington Conservation Study (Butler, 1989), as requested by the brief (refer
Appendix 8) and because of budget limitations. The planning scheme provides for



Hastings District Heritage Study Stage Two
Heritage Place Reports, Project Methods, Recommendations

Graeme Butler & Associates, 2001: Volume 1: 7

heritage overlay protection of locally significant places and thus assessment of these
should be undertaken.

3 Community consultation
The study team was assisted by the steering committee members, public meetings
and wider community consultation. The emphasis was on targeted consultation with
knowledgeable groups or individuals with broad dissemination of the study’s aims
and findings through the media. Public information presentations were carried out at
Somerville and Balnarring halls.

4 Research documentation and evaluation
Following identification of potential significant places, research was undertaken into
places, selected based on the required significance threshold (Shire heritage value
and above). Research into each of the selected places generated a footnoted history
and statement of significance, augmented by a physical description and a statement
of significance by the appropriate discipline. Management recommendations were
made for each assessed place.

The documentation of all identified heritage places of cultural significance included
completion of the following fields in the Hastings District Heritage Study MS Access
database:

Name of place: Original name or Current name

Other name/s of place: Former or other names of the place (where
relevant/known)

Address: Street number, street or road and locality

Boundary description: Brief description of the boundary and its rationale

Local Government Area: Mornington Peninsula Shire

Ownership type: Crown, Mornington Peninsula Shire, public, or private

Physical description: A succinct description of the place and its component
elements, context and characteristics. Significant elements must be included.

Site type: from list of standard categories.

History: A succinct history of the place relevant to its significance, including
dates of importance, past and current uses, changes to the place over time
associated people or organisations (etc).

Thematic context: The primary Australian Principal Theme, expressed by the
place, was added for all places assessed.

Condition: Used the terms: excellent (undisturbed, well-preserved), good
(partially disturbed, well preserved), fair (disturbed, reasonably preserved),
poor, totally destroyed or removed.

Integrity: The intactness of the significant elements and their ability to be
restored or understood as significant- using the following terms:
intact/minimal intrusions, substantially intact/some intrusions, partially
intact/intrusions, substantially changed/major intrusions, grossly modified.

Statement of significance: A concise statement of why the place is
significant, including the level of significance and the significance of any
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component parts. The statement of significance uses the AHC criteria, and
refers to specific criteria in the wording of the statement of significance.

Level of significance: The thresholds adopted - national, state, regional, shire
and local significance. Typically, locally significant places were not included
in this phase of the heritage study but are recommended for future work.
However, some places assessed as provisionally above local significance have
been valued at Local after analysis.

Local interest was used to describe below threshold cultural places.

Recommendations:
Heritage Registers: The database has fields for each of the heritage
registers, typical `Recommended’ or `Yes’ or `No’.

Planning Scheme protection: If a historic place is recommended for
planning scheme protection, additional fields are relevant representing
the columns in the heritage overlay schedule,  covering:

External Paint Controls Apply? - Yes/No

Internal alteration controls apply? - Yes/No

Tree controls apply? - Yes/No (this was Yes for both contributory
and individually significant trees at a place)

Included on the Victorian Heritage Register under the Heritage
Act?- If Yes, VHR Ref. No.

Are there outbuildings or fences which are not exempt under
Clause 6R-4? Yes/No

Prohibited uses may be permitted? Yes/No (typically Yes for a
single place, to provide maximum viability for future uses)

Management
Objectives and recommended actions.

References: References including written records, oral sources, maps relevant to
the assessment, using the Harvard system for referencing the text and in the list of
references.

Assessed by: Person/consultant, and project title/date

Assessment date: Date of last overall assessment

5 Heritage program
Existing Mornington Peninsula Shire Council conservation and heritage policies, the
Municipal Strategic Statement and other current policies were examined and
recommendations made for improvements.

Timing
The study was completed at the end of 2001.

Council resources provided in Stage Two
Council provided assistance in the following areas to aid in the efficient execution of
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this project:
• publicity for the project in the local press and Council newsletter, specifically

seeking comment on the study from the general public and the informant list held;
• contacted property owners affected by the study to allow inspection by the team or

participation in the proposed public workshops1;
• nominated a Council officer to host all study meetings, supply and distribute

minutes
• provided copies of relevant Council heritage files for review;
• provided detailed municipal maps showing precise property boundaries and

property street numbers on a cadastral base for place mapping;
• provided some access to planning and building permit records, and rates property

database to ascertain land descriptions;
• provided access to aerial photographs of the project area;
• use of office space at the Shire sufficient for relevant research work;

Study Team
Graeme Butler, architectural & social historian, landscape, study manager
Francine Gilfedder, heritage landscape
Jill Barnard, social historian
Beatrice Magalotti, place history research

Steering Committee, Stage Two
Chair: Prue Griffiths

Mornington Peninsula Shire
Peter Brown
Allan Cowley

Heritage Branch, Department of Infrastructure
Geoff Austin

Community Representatives
Barry Hann and Judy Tillyard, Natural Heritage & Landscape Protection Society
Bill Darby, National Trust of Australia (Vic)
Carole Wilson, Balnarring and District Historical Society
Edwin Mawson, Hastings Western Port Historical Society
James Webb, Carrup Carrup
Leila Shaw, Somerville, Tyabb & District Heritage Society
Peter Carroll, Peninsula Environment Council
Sue Leask, Author
Susan Purves, Hastings Western Port Historical Society
Also
Ann Cairns
Barry & Cheryle Slocombe
Eve Howard
Mary Karney
Pam Ireton
                                           
1 Inspection was not possible for a number of concealed places.
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Roger Stanley
Valda Cole.
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Limitations

Levels of significance
Only places of potential Shire, Regional, State and National significance have been
appraised in the place reports, as determined by the adopted thresholds or levels of
significance used in the Shire of Mornington Heritage Study 1992 (where local
significance was defined as significant within the Shire2), and the extent of the
budget allowance for this study.

Undocumented Heritage Places
The total number of potentially significant individual heritage places and areas
identified in this study was 713 of which only 112 have been documented, with a
priority for those of potential State, Regional or Shire significance (these place
numbers exclude the contributory places assessed within proposed heritage
precincts). This has meant that places that have potential Local heritage value (140
places total, 127 not in identified heritage overlay precincts) have been neglected in
terms of documentation and assessment.

However, this study sets out a methodology and lists information sources that could
be used by community groups or individuals to document Local places and continue
to gather information about those already documented in this report. The Shire
should co-ordinate and assist any efforts of this kind. Oral history work in the
community could also focus on these places and use historical themes to guide
interviewees.

Summary of recommendations
The following are recommendations arising from this study. Refer to following pages
for more detailed recommendations.

Recommended Council actions
KEY TO SUMMARY:
Priority – Low (L), Medium,(M) High (H)
Funding sources
Mornington Peninsula Shire Council (M)
Dept. of Infrastructure, with Mornington Peninsula Shire Council
(D)

Priority Funding Estimated
External
cost

Heritage - Council policy and the planning 0

                                           
2 See Vol 1, Appendix 1: 1
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KEY TO SUMMARY:
Priority – Low (L), Medium,(M) High (H)
Funding sources
Mornington Peninsula Shire Council (M)
Dept. of Infrastructure, with Mornington Peninsula Shire Council
(D)

Priority Funding Estimated
External
cost

scheme
Carry out the recommendations of this study,
including:
• a review of all related corporate policies and

the Local Policy Planning Framework,
• the preparation and introduction of new local

pollices as recommended,
• revision of schedules to the Environmental

Significance, Vegetation protection and
Significant landscape overlays to reflect the
study’s findings,

• Incorporation of this study in the planning
scheme to use in application assessment of
existing and proposed scheduled places,

• Revision of the Heritage Overlay Schedule to
include all heritage places recommended in
this report. for inclusion in the schedule or
schedule amendments

• Preparation of a planning scheme
amendment to include the above
recommendations

•  Seek interim protection for places
recommended for the heritage overlay

• Consult the Heritage Council of Victoria over
any proposed development of sites of
Regional or State importance in the interim

• Detailed recommendations provided in this
report for each of the assessed places should
be carried out by Council, as planning
scheme amendments, officer action or
formulation of guidelines or procedures in
assessing planning applications.

H M 0

Further heritage place assessment 0

127 places minimum places (buildings, trees,
landscape, etc.) not in identified precincts but
identified as locally significant need further
assessment of their significance and potential for
heritage overlay protection.
This number should be reassessed if the
proposed precincts are not included in the
planning scheme.

M D 25400

Another 13 places (buildings, places, trees,
landscape, etc.) in identified precincts and

L D 2600
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KEY TO SUMMARY:
Priority – Low (L), Medium,(M) High (H)
Funding sources
Mornington Peninsula Shire Council (M)
Dept. of Infrastructure, with Mornington Peninsula Shire Council
(D)

Priority Funding Estimated
External
cost

hence potentially protected and identified as
locally significant should be assessed individually
for the planning scheme, as a lower priority.
Landscape, trees

0

Revise the Environmental Significance and
Significant Landscape overlays and their
schedules and maps, as relevant, to reflect the
recommended management in this study, as
expressed in the Pines & Cypress and the Pt Leo
to Watsons Inlet coastal precincts place reports

H M 0

Monitor and review the effectiveness of existing
landscape protection policies and statutes in
conserving the identified values of the proposed
coastal precinct and Pine & Cypress tree row
precinct

H M 0

A Significant Landscape Overlay should be
applied to all of the National Trust of Australia
(Vic) listed landscapes (Recorded and Classified)

H M 0

The schedule to the Significant Landscape
Overlay 6 should be changed to include exotic
vegetation control (`… remove, destroy or lop any
vegetation') to account for farm landscapes and
tree lines in the National Trust of Australia (Vic)
and other identified landscapes.

H M 0

Investigate the preparation of a Conservation
Management Plan for identified significant
landscapes in this study, using the landscape
assessment work done to date

M M 15000

Establish a significant tree register, or a `favourite
tree' register, in the Shire and incorporate the
findings in the planning scheme and planning
policy or as a non-statutory resource

L M 0

Consider adopting an interim policy to protect
mature historic vegetation (local law or VPO)
where it provides evidence of previous activity
and is of potential historical and aesthetic
importance to the Shire (given height and girth
parameters3).

M M 0

                                           
3 Done by Cities of Kingston and Monash (higher than 7.5m, trunk greater than 500mm girth).
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KEY TO SUMMARY:
Priority – Low (L), Medium,(M) High (H)
Funding sources
Mornington Peninsula Shire Council (M)
Dept. of Infrastructure, with Mornington Peninsula Shire Council
(D)

Priority Funding Estimated
External
cost

Heritage place inventory
0

Amalgamate all heritage places identified in
previous heritage studies of the Shire into a
single database with added images for use by
Council staff, and for community access in
libraries an on the Internet.

M D 10000

Total cost estimate 53000

Other Council initiatives:
Consider reducing the general municipal rate for
heritage properties subject to agreement by
owners on heritage controls and monitor
compliance periodically aided by a heritage
consultant

H M Allow
$5000
for
heritage
consulta
nt

Promote increased flexibility of land use for
heritage properties

M M

Assist preparation of detailed conservation
management plans for each place listed in the
planning scheme to highlight development
options and heritage potential

H M Council
staff
time;
$5000
(capital)
consulta
nt time,
as
needed.

Facilitate the preparation of incorporated plans
for heritage places in the planning scheme
heritage overlay, based on a conservation
management plan for individually significant
places or the local heritage policies for each of
the heritage areas precincts, to reduce the
number of minor planning applications.

M M 0

Consider an oral history program that augments
the historical findings of this project.

M M 0

Foster ongoing community input, encouragement
and research into both the existing tree
assessment and trees yet to be identified is
recommended to raise the profile of trees within
the community as cultural and natural assets.

L M 0

Victorian Heritage Register (see Appendix 4) 0

Seek addition of unregistered places of State or
National significance as identified in the study to
the Victorian Heritage Register

H D M Council
&
Heritage
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KEY TO SUMMARY:
Priority – Low (L), Medium,(M) High (H)
Funding sources
Mornington Peninsula Shire Council (M)
Dept. of Infrastructure, with Mornington Peninsula Shire Council
(D)

Priority Funding Estimated
External
cost

Victoria
staff
time

Register of the National Estate (see Appendix
5) 0

Seek addition of unregistered places to the
National Estate Register., as recommended in
this report (typically identified as of State or
Regional significance)

L M Council
staff
time

National Trust of Australia (Vic) Register (see
Appendix 6) 0

Encourage addition of unregistered places
recommended in this report for inclusion on the
National Trust of Australia (Vic) register (typically
of State, Regional, Shire or Local significance).
This may require preparation of a classification
report in the Trust format.

L M Council
staff
time

Shire Heritage Advice
0

Continue to employ a heritage adviser,
experienced in heritage architecture and
planning.

M D $25,000
(recurre
nt) for
heritage
adviser

Council should investigate setting up a local
heritage advisory committee

L M 0

Financial incentives
0

Investigate financial incentives:
• low interest loans for restoration or repair of

valuable sites;
• rate rebates;
• aid local heritage place owners in applying for

other heritage grant or loan schemes

M M 0

Heritage Education & Promotion Program 0

Promote heritage conservation and the heritage
advisory service through:
• house and garden restoration competitions,
• walking and driving heritage tours (including

Aboriginal, natural and cultural heritage),
• production of tourist postcards & trail

brochures,
• wider use of cultural tourist signs and trails,

M M Council
time;
$15000
(recurre
nt)
promoti
on
budget
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KEY TO SUMMARY:
Priority – Low (L), Medium,(M) High (H)
Funding sources
Mornington Peninsula Shire Council (M)
Dept. of Infrastructure, with Mornington Peninsula Shire Council
(D)

Priority Funding Estimated
External
cost

• celebration of historical events in the Shire’s
history

• workshops or public instruction dealing with
heritage and related issues,

• trade fairs, encouraging local suppliers and
trades people to show their work as it relates
to heritage,

• a weekly heritage column in local newspapers
or newsletters

• organisation of heritage activities in
association with interested organisations such
as the National Trust of Australia, especially
Heritage Week

Council archives – facilitate the preparation of
subject and date computerised indexes to early
Council records, such as Committee and Council
minutes held at the VPRO.

H M $5000
(capital)

Support local historical societies collections by
funding appropriate housing and cataloguing of
their original artefacts and records based on an
agreed management plan

M M $5000
(capital)
for
manage
ment
plan
preparat
ion

Develop infrastructure and methodology for a
community-based local oral history collection,
providing tape recorders, tapes, cataloguing and
transcription; provide guidelines based on the
Oral History Society of Australia references; and
publish the outcome annually

M M $5000
(recurre
nt)

Prepare a management plan for preservation of
historic Council records  (minute books, rate
books, early building permit application &
engineering drawings) to include making copies
onto an agreed medium (microfiche, computer
imaging)

M M $5000
(capital)
for plan;
Ongoing
Council
budget
allocatio
n
followin
g plan
recomm
endatio
ns
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KEY TO SUMMARY:
Priority – Low (L), Medium,(M) High (H)
Funding sources
Mornington Peninsula Shire Council (M)
Dept. of Infrastructure, with Mornington Peninsula Shire Council
(D)

Priority Funding Estimated
External
cost

Provide the Shire libraries with (micro-fiche or
compact disk) copies of all municipal rate books
and minute books held by Council for public
access

M M $1000
(capital)
nominal
duplicati
on cost,
depend
ent on
media

Facilitate continuation of community based
heritage recording program to record
photographically all aspects of the Shire’s
heritage on a compact disk (CD) for public
access in libraries.

M M $5000
(capital)
to set
up
image
databas
e on CD
ROM
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Heritage Planning in Mornington Peninsula Shire

Introduction
One way of conserving heritage places is to list them on a planning scheme or other statutory
or non-statutory heritage register. These listings can provide public recognition, some form of
legal protection and the basis for funding to ensure the continuing preservation of the site.
There are many government and private bodies that are concerned with heritage conservation
in the Mornington Peninsula Shire. This section describes the listing mechanisms available to
Council.

Legal protection for heritage places

Government Conservation Initiatives
The State and Federal statutes that directly govern heritage conservation in the
Mornington Peninsula Shire are as follows:

State:
Victorian Heritage Act, 1995 (as amended)
Victorian Planning and Environment Act, 1987 (as amended)

Federal:
Australian Heritage Commission Act, 1975
(Register of the National Estate)

Victorian Heritage Act (State Government)
The Victorian Heritage Act 1995 protects a broad range of significant heritage places
including historic and archaeological sites, precincts, gardens, cemeteries,
shipwrecks and objects, buildings and structures which are entered on the Victorian
Heritage Register.

The Act also deals with non-Aboriginal archaeological sites, previously covered
under the Archaeological and Aboriginal Relics Preservation Act. Permits required
under the Act for alterations to listed places are dealt with by the Executive Director.

Assessment criteria for the Victorian Heritage Register
Statewide cultural significance is judged using the following assessment criteria (as
of 6 March 1997):

• historical importance;
• rarity or uniqueness;
• educational or research potential;
• representation of a class or type;
• good design or aesthetic characteristics;
• richness, diversity or unusual integration of features;.
• scientific or technical innovation or achievement;
• social or cultural associations.
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Permits to undertake works
Permits for works that alter the physical appearance of a registered place (including
interiors of buildings) are required unless a permit exemption has been granted. If
the land surrounding a registered building is also registered alterations such as
adding or changing a structure or laying hard paving, will require a permit. However
permits for planting, removal or pruning of trees and plants, or general garden works
are not required unless particular trees or gardens have been specifically identified
on the Victorian Heritage Register as being of cultural heritage significance.

Permit exemptions
Exemptions from permit applications can applied for at the time of registration or a
permit application. Exemptions may be granted for works in areas of minor cultural
heritage significance.

Cost for permit applications
Permit fees for conservation works such as repair, restoration and reconstruction or
works needed to make a place safe may be waived on the discretion of the Victorian
Heritage Council. Pensioners or others eligible under the State Concessions Act who
carry out works to their own home are also exempt from fees. It is recommended that
applicants employ a recognised heritage consultant to plan the works and prepare
their application.

Appeal on decisions by the Executive Director
Decisions by the Executive Director on permit matters or conditions can be the
subject of appeal to the Heritage Council.

Interim Protection Orders
Council or the Executive Director can also declare Interim Protection Orders over
potentially significant sites that are at risk to provide for their conservation until an
assessment of their value can be made. Permit exceptions may be made for ongoing
works to registered sites (painting, repairs) or, in the case of churches, any works
relating to ‘liturgical purposes’.

Financial assistance
Financial assistance can be provided for the conservation of significant trees,
gardens, archaeological places and objects, and shipwrecks and shipwreck relics as
well as buildings. Owners of registered places are eligible for low interest loans or
rates and land tax abatement as determined by the effect of registration on the site’s
value. The Heritage Council of Victoria offers free architectural advice for registered
building owners and a guide to sources of other specialist help. The Heritage Council
of Victoria may be contacted at Level 22, Nauru House, 80 Collins Street, (GPO Box
2797Y) Melbourne, Vic. 3001, telephone 61 (03)9655 6519, fax 61 (03) 9655 9720.

Existing Victorian Heritage Register Places in the Hastings District, Mornington
Peninsula Shire
• Koonoona,
• Eurutta (Sages Cottage), and
• Coolart
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Proposed Victorian Heritage Register Places in the Mornington Peninsula Shire
Proposed additions to the Victorian Heritage Register are in Appendix 4.

Recommendations
The Shire, with the aid of this report, should seek addition of the places listed in
Appendix 4 to the Victorian Heritage Register, being a place of State or National
significance;
 Before seeking Victorian Heritage registration, the Shire should inform each owner
of the Shire’s intention and ensure that they are properly informed about the likely
consequences, both negative and positive.
If any of these places are threatened by development prior to assessment for the
Victorian Heritage Register, the Shire should seek the advice of the Victorian
Heritage Council.

Australian Heritage Commission (AHC) and the Register of the
National Estate (Federal Government)

Register of the National Estate (RNE)
Listing on the Register of the National Estate means that a place has been
recognised as part of Australia’s natural and/or cultural heritage, and that it merits
conservation. Listing helps people to appreciate why such a place is a significant part
of Australia’s heritage. Through the Register of the National Estate, planners and
decision-makers, at all levels of government and in the private sector, are able to
obtain information about heritage places throughout Australia. This can give listed
places a better chance of being conserved.

What does listing mean?
The following is derived from the AHC World Wide Web site on the Internet

Entry in the Register means that a place has been assessed to have heritage value,
having met various criteria of national estate significance.
Registration:
gives planners and decision-makers at all levels of government and in the private
sector, objective information about the national estate values of places, so that this
can be considered when decisions are being made;
obliges the Commonwealth Government to avoid damaging national estate places
(unless there are no `feasible and prudent alternatives’) and to consult with the
Commission before taking any action which could harm or affect a registered place;
provides researchers and scientists with information about Australia’s National
Estate;
makes owners of heritage properties eligible for 20% tax rebates for conservation
work expenditure on their properties;
makes places eligible for grants for identification, conservation or promotion, under
the National Estate Grants program; and
alerts all Australians to the presence of national estate places and their natural and
cultural heritage values.
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Listing process
Entries approved for listing are advertised in the Commonwealth of Australia Gazette
and in public notices in the press. The Commission also tells the owner and local
government of its intention to register places. The place is then entered on an Interim
List. Any person can object to, or comment on, the interim listing of a place in the
Register. Usually, objections must be made within three months of the publication of
the notice.

Objections can be submitted on any grounds. However, when assessing objections
the Commission, through its Act, must consider the national estate significance of a
place. An independent expert or panel may be appointed by the Minister to reassess
the place. Objectors are given the opportunity to comment on the assessor’s report.
The Commission makes the final decision on national estate significance and final
approval for entry in the Register is decided during the Commission’s formal
meetings.

Effects of listing
Listing is not a land management decision and the Commission does not own or
manage registered places. Entry in the Register does not give the Commonwealth
any rights to acquire, manage or enter places that are private property.

Places listed in the register are not ‘locked up’. There is no legal obligation on the
part of owners of listed places to alter the way in which a property is managed or
disposed of. Nor does it mean that owners are required to give the public access to
listed places.

Further information
For further information about the work of the Australian Heritage Commission or the
Register of the National Estate contact:
Australian Heritage Commission, GPO Box 787
Canberra ACT 2601 AUSTRALIA
Street Address:
John Gorton Building, King Edward Terrace
Parkes ACT 2600 AUSTRALIA
Phone: +61 (02) 6274 2111 Fax: +61 (02) 6274 2095
www.ahc.gov.au

Hastings District, Mornington Peninsula Shire Places on the Register of the
National Estate (RNE) or listed by the Australian Heritage Commission:
Registered places by the Australian Heritage Commission in Mornington Peninsula
Shire are:
• HMAS Cerberus complex;
• Jacks Beach (natural heritage);
• Hastings fish shed;
• Koonoona;
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Mornington Peninsula Shire Places proposed for the Register of the National
Estate (RNE)
The Hastings District of the Mornington Peninsula Shire is not well represented on
the Register of the National Estate. Thirty additional places are proposed for addition
to the Register of the National Estate (RNE) in Appendix 5. Entry onto the register or
the interim register gives eligibility for Commonwealth heritage funding.

Recommendations
• The Shire with the aid of this report should seek addition of the places listed in

Appendix 5 to the National Estate Register, being places identified as typically of
State or Regional significance.

• Before seeking RNE registration, the Shire should inform each site owner of the
Shire’s intention and ensure that they are properly informed about the likely
consequences, both negative and positive.

Planning and Environment Act 1987 (State Government)

State Heritage Planning Objectives
Section 4.1 (d) of the above Act provides the relevant objective for heritage
protection in the State:
to conserve and enhance those buildings, areas or other places
which are of scientific, aesthetic, architectural or
historical interest, or otherwise of special cultural value;
Section 6.(1) A planning scheme for an area--
(a) must seek to further the objectives of planning in
Victoria within the area covered by the scheme; and.
(b) may make any provision which relates to the use,
development, protection or conservation of any land in the
area.

The Mornington Peninsula Shire Council must further the above objective by
ensuring the conservation and enhancement of buildings, areas or other places
which are of scientific, aesthetic, architectural or historical interest or otherwise of
cultural value in the shire.
Planning authorities across the State have set out to meet these requirements, often
by placing a planning permit requirement on any work associated with important
places, to allow the authority to aid or guide any interested property owner.

Mornington Peninsula Shire Planning Scheme
Mornington Peninsula Shire Council administered the former Flinders, Hastings &
Mornington Shire’s planning schemes as well as a small part of the City of
Frankston. These schemes were superseded by the Victoria Planning Provisions
(VPP) where heritage overlay (HO) clauses replaced the existing heritage
components in these schemes.

Individual heritage Places listed in the Mornington Peninsula Planning Scheme
Cultural heritage places and areas in the Mornington Peninsula Planning Scheme
heritage overlay schedule are (* also on the Victorian Heritage Register):

Planning Scheme Map Ref/ Heritage Place Locality
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Planning Scheme Map Ref/ Heritage Place Locality
HO 12 House 166 Balnarring Road Balnarring
HO 13 Hazel Grove 101 Balnarring Road Balnarring
HO 85 Minto House 3485 Frankston- Flinders Road Merricks
*HO 118 Coolart Homestead Lord Somers Road Somers
*HO 137 Koonoona 51 Merricks Road Merricks North
*HO 225 Sages Cottage (Eurutta) Sages Road Baxter
HO 227 Hope Campbell House 1 Sandy Point Road Somers
HO 231 Chicory Kiln Part C. A. 32 Stanleys Road Balnarring
HO 240 Former BP Refinery Administration Building The
Esplanade

Crib Point

HO 244 Goldmining Site 50- 52 Tubbarubba Road Moorooduc
South

HO 247 Warrawee Homestead Warrawee Road Balnarring

Places recommended for addition to the planning scheme heritage overlay
schedule from this study
Places recommended for inclusion in the Mornington Peninsula planning scheme
heritage overlay were those places identified to be typically of Shire significance and
above: refer Appendix 3.

Heritage funding for places listed in planning schemes
Heritage Victoria administers the Victorian Heritage Restoration Fund which provides
financial assistance to the owner(s) of places listed in planning schemes. The fund
provides loans at low interest rates for capital works for the conservation, restoration
or enhancement of historic buildings, sites, structures, gardens or other special
places.

Applications for funds should address
• the need or urgency of the works; the heritage value of the place;
• if the works comply with recognised conservation practices (such as The Burra

Charter, 1999);
• any community benefit; and whether the works are eligible for funding from other

sources.
They should also include the title details of the place and a description and cost
estimate of the works.

Applications for funding should be made on the form available from Heritage Victoria,
22nd Floor, 80 Collins Street, (GPO Box 2240T) Melbourne, telephone (03)9655
6519. The Heritage Council’s web site address is: www.heritage.vic.gov.au.

Council initiatives
It is recommended that the Shire administration develop a policy on assistance to owners of
heritage properties listed in the planning scheme (see also non-statutory conservation
programs) which includes:
50% rate rebates which are linked with conservation work by owners on their
heritage properties (see Part 8, Division 2, section 169 of the Local Government Act
1989, as used by the former Waranga Shire)
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rate valuations which account for heritage listing, reducing rates and State Land Tax
if a property has a reduced redevelopment potential (see Section 2 (8) of the
Valuation of Land Act)
increased flexibility of land use for heritage properties.

Council should fund the preparation of, and adopt as local policy, detailed
conservation management guidelines for each listed heritage place to supplement
this present study and aid in the administration of any conservation planning controls
as an incorporated plan. This type of work would be done by a heritage adviser
working with the heritage place owners or as a separate heritage consultant
commission.

Recommendations
• The places listed in the appendix 3 should be added to the Mornington Peninsula

Planning Scheme, as qualified;
• Any staged planning protection for identified heritage places should use the

heritage value as a guide to priority, for example seeking to list the sites of
National significance, State, then Regional, Shire, then Local in the planning
scheme;

• Council should consult the Heritage Council of Victoria over any proposed
development of sites of Regional or State importance in the interim; and

• Heritage skills, experience or qualifications should be included in any job
description or tender documents issued for planning services.

National Trust of Australia (NTA)
The National Trust of Australia (Vic) is a voluntary community-based organisation
which lists and promotes the conservation of the State’s heritage, including buildings,
building groups, public art, industrial heritage, trees, landscapes and gardens. It has
no statutory power but seeks publicity to influence community attitudes and
government policy.

The National Trust of Australia (Vic) keeps a register of:
Significant Trees which have been identified as of botanical or historical interest to
the State;
Significant Regional Landscapes which have been identified as either of natural or
cultural significance. There are no listings in Mornington Peninsula Shire;
Significant Gardens;
Significant industrial heritage places; and
Significant Buildings (19th & 20th century)

National Trust classifications or listings
File No. Type Name Other Name Locality
B3829 BUILDING Warrawee - Balnarring Balnarring
B1546 BUILDING Eurutta (former Sage's Cottage) Baxter
B3194 BUILDING Captain Baxters Pay Office Baxter
i474 INDUSTRIAL RAIL Bridge Yallock Drain Hastings
B5955 BUILDING Koonoona Merricks
B4683 BUILDING Coolart Somers
Contact: National Trust of Australia (Vic), Parliament Place, Melbourne, telephone 03



Hastings District Heritage Study Stage Two
Heritage Place Reports, Project Methods, Recommendations

Graeme Butler & Associates, 2001: Volume 1: 24

9654 4711 or via internet email at their web site www.nattrust.com.au. The Trust
register can be accessed at the web site.

Places recommended for the National Trust register
Places recommended for the National Trust register are listed in Appendix Six and
generally consist of places valued as locally significant and above. The Trust has
limited resources and thus a classification report may need to be supplied for each
place in the Trust standard format prior to consideration for listing. This is a low
priority given that addition to the Register has mainly promotional value.

Additional Work

Peninsula Landscapes
The Mornington Peninsular Shire has been the subject of many landscape studies
over a long period, specifically since the 1970s. These include Seddon’s 1974 A
landscape assessment of the southern Mornington Peninsula Victoria and Winty
Calder’s Peninsula Perspective  from 1975. There are also the National Trust of
Australia (Vic) reports ( The preservation of the Mornington Peninsula and Western
Port (1974) and the Trust classifications and recordings which drew upon this work.
There has been a general acknowledgment of the great value of the Peninsula
landscape but increasing urban and farmlet development since the 1970s may not
have preserved these values.

This study has identified a number of landscapes, trees and tree groups, and
historical plantings often where a tree or trees are the only markers of an important
historic site. Many of these places are contributory to the overall character of the
Shire but are not of individual importance. A broader study is needed to look at these
elements as landscape components and add them to the 1970s data as a tool for
conservation planning.

Pines & Cypress rows
The Pines & Cypress heritage precinct (see Appendix 1) in this study does group
many of these otherwise typical mature tree lines on a thematic basis to express a
combined high cultural value, primarily associated with orcharding. Many conifer tree
lines have been proposed for Vegetation Protection Overlays in addition to the
already extensive coverage of these in the scheme. Land-use planning must also be
used to ensure that the farmland surrounded by these tree lines remains as
landscape rather than urban development.
There is also the potential clash between Environmental Significance overlays and
Vegetation Protection overlays in the form of Monterey pine rows which spread into
indigenous vegetation. Management issues involving such an overlap need to be
developed.

Pt Leo to Watsons Inlet coastal landscape precinct
The diverse and extensive nature of this cultural landscape precinct is to a great part
under existing and proposed planning scheme management.  Environmental
Significance and Significant Landscape overlays, some existing heritage overlays
and more extensive proposed heritage overlays cover some of what has been
identified as significant in the area in the Statement of Significance. Key areas, such
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as the former Cole properties at Merricks Beach, have no Significant Landscape
overlay coverage. Only the coastal reserve is covered.

A Significant Landscape Overlay should be applied to all of the National Trust of
Australia (Vic) listed landscapes (Recorded and Classified): for example from the
coast reserve to the Frankston Flinders Rd and Sandy Pt Road (see planning
scheme map 30 SLO).

The schedule to the SLO6 should be changed to include exotic vegetation control
(`… remove, destroy or lop any vegetation').

However, despite all of these planning tools, more precise guidelines may need to be
included in the schedule to the overlays to properly guide the managers and permit
applicants while also addressing the precinct’s significance. The planning scheme
has lengthy requirements under Cl 21.08 Foreshores and Coastal Areas section
which may not being applied as policy in assessment of new development.

The Statement of Significance for the precinct is a starting point for a more detailed
study which identifies all of the elements under each of the criterions and
management regime for each, with appropriate permit assessment procedures and
potential exceptions (as in an incorporated plan).  These should be included in the
schedules to the active overlays in the precinct and the proposed heritage overlays
adopted by Council.

Meanwhile this study should be incorporated in the planning scheme to ensure the
identified values are accounted for in any permit application under any overlay.

Threats and management
Obvious threats to be controlled is the spread of dense urban development across
the margins to the bay in place of grazing land, mature trees and indigenous
vegetation. The landscape is turning into an urban-scape. The key viewpoints for
assessing these changes are looking from the bay to the perimeter ridgelines and
back from the ridges to the bay. The form of development in this sensitive viewing
area is crucial. Council management of the existing overlays and land use in the
viewshed of the proposed precinct should focus on halting this trend.

Solutions
Simplistic solutions within the proposed precinct would include:
• discouraging any further major built or urban development within the proposed

coastal landscape precinct;
• discouraging further visible coastal development
• Developing landscape regimes which use traditional elements in the existing

identified evergreen landscape (conifer rows, exotic or indigenous tree groups as
appropriate) to mask existing and proposed development

One option for immediate future work is to revise the schedules and maps attached
to each of the relevant overlays (Environmental Significance and Significant
Landscape overlays, Heritage overlays). This should be done drawing on the
findings of this study and develop further management guidelines to encompass
perceived threats to the landscape, such as increased urbanisation.
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Landscape Character Study
Another, more expensive, option is a Landscape Character Study (combining
cultural, resource-potential & landscape amenity factors) which would recognise
broad landscape areas as well as specific elements. Such a study may also identify
further specimen trees of horticultural, aesthetic or heritage value, and provide a
detailed management tool for the many significant landscapes possessed by the
Shire. A project of this scope was beyond this study.

Recommendations
• Revise the Environmental Significance and Significant Landscape overlays and

their schedules and maps, as relevant, to reflect the recommended management
in this study, as expressed in the Pines & Cypress and the Pt Leo to Watsons
Inlet coastal precincts place reports

• A Significant Landscape Overlay should be applied to all of the National Trust of
Australia (Vic) listed landscapes (Recorded and Classified)

• The schedule to the SLO6 should be changed to include exotic vegetation control
(`… remove, destroy or lop any vegetation')

• Monitor and review the effectiveness of existing landscape protection policies and
statutes in conserving the identified values of the proposed coastal precinct and
Pine & Cypress tree row  precinct

• Investigate the preparation of a Conservation  Management Plan for identified
significant landscapes in this study, using the landscape assessment work done
to date;

• Establish a significant tree register, or a `favourite tree' register, in the Shire and
incorporate the findings in the planning scheme and planning policy or as a non-
statutory resource;

• Consider adopting an interim policy to protect mature historic vegetation (local
law) where it provides evidence of previous activity and is of potential historical
and aesthetic importance to the Shire.

Limitations
Limitations on the outcomes from this project include:
• The budget limited assessment of locally significant places, full inspection of

proposed precincts (tree rows inside properties, coastal areas) and full appraisal
of the interaction between existing planning scheme overlay controls in the study
area;

• some places could not be inspected after failure too gain owner’s consent ie.
Address Name Suburb
Kentucky Road off Newstead complex, trees Merricks

North
Frankston Flinders
Road

3485 Minto farm complex, farm landscape
and stone pine row

Merricks

Sandy Point Road   1 Western Park Somers
Frankston Flinders
Road

3649 Kalimna farm complex & farm
landscape

Merricks

• some places were not visible from a public area and names of contacts or owners
could not be supplied by Council ie.

Address Name of concealed place
Baxter Tooradin Road 229 Farm complex
Bungower Road 280 Farm complex
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Address Name of concealed place
Coolart Road House
Coolart Road 104 Farm complex ?
Coolart Road 181 Creadon Farm
Coolart Road 307

nr
Farm complex, orchard, trees

Frankston Flinders
Road

2918 House

Frankston Flinders
Road

915? House

Johnson St  14 House
Merricks Road Newlans Farm
Red Hill Shoreham
Road

 24 Chinchilla

Sandy Point Road Euroka
Sandy Point Road Korbanui Estate
Tonkins Rd End Fritsch property
Tonkins Road  22 Gainsborough Park

Recommendations
The above limitations should be addressed and the work carried out to complete the
aims of the project by, for example:
• Council contacting property owners and formally seeking access for assessment
• Council should fund further assessment of locally significant places.

Non-Statutory Conservation Programs

Shire Restoration Programs and Advisory Services
Heritage advisory services have operated in Victoria since 1977 and, over the years,
have aided greatly in the proper administration of heritage controls and provided aid
for many property owners. Some 30 councils received matching funding for heritage
advisers from Heritage Victoria in the period, 1996-97.  Mornington Peninsula Shire
has employed a Heritage Adviser on a part time basis.

Heritage advisers are in the main experienced conservation architects who can
advise owners and managers of significant places on restoration or development
questions or advise the Shire on planning applications, on a periodical basis (weekly,
fortnightly, and monthly). This work will vary with the nature and number of properties
listed in the planning scheme for heritage protection. Some municipalities also
provide specialist landscape (Yarra Ranges) and archaeological advice through their
heritage advisory service.
An adviser can:
 provide free development advice to planning permit applicants who own heritage
places;
 comment on planning permit proposals for heritage places to council or council
officers;
 identify additional places of significance in the Shire and add to the existing
documentation of identified heritage places;
 assist in the development of restoration guidelines for owners of listed places; and
 promote heritage conservation and the advisory service.
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Given that applications for planning permits may be required from rate payers and
the scarcity of experienced conservation architects in the area, this service can
satisfy many problems met by applicants without causing them undue personal
expense. This is of particular assistance in the continuing assessment of identified
sites which undergo change and the discovery of new heritage sites. Applications for
conservation funding can also be assisted by advisers and hence may achieve a
higher success rate.

Local heritage advisory committees
Council support of a local heritage advisory committee, representing the various
districts and localities of the Shire, would assist in gaining valuable input on heritage
matters as well as providing a means to discuss Council proposed actions on
heritage policy and statutory protection.
Such a committee could meet monthly and discuss heritage-planning assessments,
funding of future heritage projects and management of existing ongoing projects. The
existing study steering committee (plus other previous heritage study committees at
Mornington, Frankston and Flinders) could provide a basis for such a committee.

Recommendation
Council should investigate setting up a local heritage advisory committee

Local heritage low interest loans
As a financial incentive for restoration or just repair of valuable sites, a policy of low
interest loans (perhaps managed by a volunteer local advisory committee and
advised by the heritage adviser) should be investigated. As with the heritage adviser,
this can promote heritage concepts and improve the visual environment  while
providing financial assistance to those who could otherwise not afford to undertake
restoration schemes.

Apart from local funding, there is also the Victorian Heritage Restoration Fund which
provides financial assistance to places which are protected in planning schemes and
do not attract any other type of heritage funding.

Revolving funds of this type have been operating in Victoria since the Maldon fund
was created in 1978 and other Councils have followed, many successfully (Geelong,
Port Fairy). Their operation requires specialist heritage advice to ensure the proper
expenditure of limited funds and may involve the creation of an agreement with the
owner or a conservation covenant on the title to ensure the protection of the
investment.

The funds also benefit from lending policies where the available money acts as an
incentive to achieve works which would otherwise not be carried out. This may
involve cases of financial hardship or an immediate need for urgent works. Priority
should also be given to fundamental works such as restumping, drainage, and
roofing.

The issue of financial hardship needs to be carefully assessed given that research
has shown that few owners of residential properties are disadvantaged by heritage
planning controls. This may not be the case for commercial sites. Council should
also allow for the administration costs involved with drawing up agreements,
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processing payments and following up arrears. These costs should be covered by
the interest charged on each loan or as a cost to Council.

Shire financial incentives, heritage awards, heritage walks and general
promotion
The Shire could investigate financial incentive programs (see also rate rebates
above) which encourage restoration or refurbishment of heritage buildings,
streetscapes and areas. These might include townscape improvement schemes
where for example, local traders contribute to an improvement fund that is distributed
for work on painting facades, erecting related street furniture and signs and planting
trees which complement the period of the precinct.

Holding heritage restoration or garden competitions and developing heritage
brochures for walks or rides helps maintain public awareness of heritage issues and
standards, while also encouraging improvement of the Shire’s built assets and
fostering tourism. A program of annual heritage or infill design awards has been
operated by the Shire of Warrnambool and the City of Greater Geelong.
Other promotional activities could be:  
• production of tourist postcards or posters depicting current and early scenes

around the Shire to be sold at retail outlets, tourist information centres and local
libraries;

• investigation of wider use of tourist signs and trails to complement heritage drives
or walks;

• investigation of heritage plaques (ensuring that they do not compromise the
heritage value of the site);

• celebration of historical events in the Shire’s history;
• organisation of workshops or public instruction dealing with heritage and related

issues;
• provision of restoration guidelines for owners of listed places. These would

address aspects such as building, landscape and garden conservation;
researching your house or garden; relevant research documents and official
records;

• organisation of trade fairs, encouraging local professionals, suppliers and trades
people to show their work as it relates to heritage;

• development of or assist the development of an education kit on local heritage for
each of the district’s schools and educational institutions;

• encouragement of a weekly heritage column in local newspapers or newsletters;
• to support the local history archives at the local historical societies and libraries;
• provision of a management plan to conserve historic Council records (Council

minutes, rate books, early building and engineering plans) including making
copies (micro-fiche or compact disk) to allow safe community access to ageing
and fragile records;

• to, in the interim, store historic Council records in fire, weather and vermin-proof
storage and limit handling of documents without gloves or other protection;

• to provide the local libraries with (micro-fiche or compact disk) copies of all
municipal rate books and minute books held by Council;

• development of a heritage recording program, utilising the community and local
historical societies where possible, to record photographically all aspects of the
Shire’s heritage to ensure that the loss of historic places is not absolute;
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• to aid the setting up of a picture collection acquisition and indexing program
based on copying residents’ and former residents’ old photographs, indexing and
publication.

• publication of the above images on compact disk (CD) as a community resource
and potential use on Council’s home page on the Internet

• the use of this study as the basis for a personal computer based Heritage
Database which could be installed in the Mornington Peninsula Shire libraries as
a reference for local historians and potentially the basis for adding more places or
site histories to the study findings;.

• acquisition of the publications listed in the Shire of Mornington heritage study
restoration guidelines bibliography for use by the public and a separate set for
use by Council planning, conservation officers and other staff;

• creation of a CD ROM of  historic illustrative material in the library (in conjunction
with the local historical societies, and the State Library of Victoria) which would
include photographs from local collections and the State Library of Victoria.

• continuing acquisition for local libraries of State Library of Victoria and other
micro-fiche collections i.e. relevant local maps from the Central Plans Office
historical plan collection; and

• establishment of a local oral history resource in the library (in conjunction with
relevant historical societies and community groups) which would include
interviewing, transcription, indexing and publication.

Department of Natural Resources & Environment (DNRE) Community
Environment Fund Grants Program
Grants are provided for projects undertaken on public land by community groups.
There is a specified heritage component.
Funding is available for works that protect and conserve the heritage values of sites
with heritage significance. These sites must be of regional significance or higher (see
Appendix 5).

Eligibility: Applies to:
• Community-based groups, including committees of management, that are

incorporated,
• Public land sites, not including school sites, government institutions or areas

involving competitive sport,
• Groups with approval from landowners to undertake works,
• Projects with at least regional importance for conservation,
• Well planned projects with demonstrated community consultation and

involvement and all necessary approvals,
• Projects able to be completed within one year,
• Projects with appropriate arrangements made for ongoing maintenance.

Nature of funding:
Grants of up to $6,000 for a single group. For projects undertaken by two or more
incorporated groups, a grant of up to $12,000 may be made available.

Conditions:
Groups are required to sign a Project Agreement detailing agreed works and
expenditure.



Hastings District Heritage Study Stage Two
Heritage Place Reports, Project Methods, Recommendations

Graeme Butler & Associates, 2001: Volume 1: 31

Erection of a sign (where appropriate) acknowledging Parks Victoria funding
assistance and promoting the project.
Projects may be financially audited and sites inspected.

 Applying for assistance:
The availability of funds will be advertised later in the year.
Contact Parks Victoria for more information.
Parks Victoria Grants Program,
Level 2, 35 Whitehorse Rd,
Deepdene 3103
Telephone 13 1963

Community Heritage Grants, National Library, Canberra
The National Preservation Office (National Library, Canberra) offers similar grants of
up to $5000 to community groups for preservation of their documentary heritage. The
local library could review their local history collection or the historical society could,
copy label and make their collection more generally available, particularly to schools.

Contact:

The Coordinator
Community Heritage Grants
Public Programs Division
National Library of Australia
Canberra ACT 2600
Telephone: +61 (0)2 6262 1147
Facsimile: +61 (0)2 6273 4493

Email: chg@nla.gov.au

Local History Grants Program, Arts Victoria
The aim of Arts Victoria's Local History Grants Program (LHGP) is to encourage and
foster projects that preserve, record and share the local and community history of
Victoria. Any individual or group which has a worthwhile project relating to local or
state history can apply.
There are some limitations on applicants:
To be eligible for consideration, applicants must:
• · Be an incorporated body. Individuals may apply in partnership with local

Councils
• · Be Victorian based
• · Focus upon the history of Victorian localities or the impact of wider themes on

Victoria
• · Provide a cost summary for the project
• · Have undertaken initial research into the project and formed a framework for its

delivery
• · Have gained support from their local Council that the finished work will be

retained for public access, and/or are prepared to donate a copy of the work free
of charge to the State Library of Victoria to comply with Legal Deposit Legislation

It is expected that grant applications will being the range of $15,000 or less, and the
cost of the project in relation to the goals it is trying to achieve is a major factor in the
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judges' consideration

Their stated aims4;
Local History Grants are available for projects recording our history as it was
experienced in local communities throughout Victoria. Projects might focus on
specifically local themes, or on the local experience of broader national events and
movements.
Projects can take any of the following forms:

• Book - An extended piece of historical research and writing about a local place,
person or event, presented in a published or manuscript form.

• Heritage Walk or Drive - A guided tour of a local area, accompanied by an
explanatory historical brochure in printed or recorded format.

• Heritage Survey - An assessment of historically significant places in a local area,
covering all or some of the following topics and presented as a written report:

• · public and private buildings
• · industrial heritage
• · cultural landscapes
• · gardens

• CD ROM - Local history presented on a CD ROM in an interactive format and
using graphics as the main source of information.

• Historical Web Pages - An Internet site about a local area. There is considerable
scope for using the Internet to deliver important historical information to a wide
audience.

• Oral and Video History - Interviews with past or present residents of a local area,
which aim to retrieve important information about the community. These
interviews can be in either an audio or video tape format and should be
transcribed or summarised. The interviews should be accompanied by a short
historical account based on the recorded information.

• Exhibitions and Displays - A visually based presentation of historical information
about a locality. Material can be presented as a display, exhibition or virtual
exhibition on the Internet.

• Radio - A radio documentary about the history of a local area. The program must
be broadcast to the public through a local community station or other station that
broadcasts in the local area.

• Film - A short documentary based on historical information about a local
community. The film must be shown to the community.

• Training - Historical training in the form of a workshop or other short course that
assists local people to improve the ways in which they interpret and present local
history.

• Preservation and Conservation - Activities that involve the conservation and
preservation of local archival material which is of historical importance to a
community. This includes material that requires professional conservation.

See http://www.prov.vic.gov.au/lhgp/
Contact: Daniel Wilksch (Public Record Office Victoria), the Program Administrator,

                                           
4 web site http://www.prov.vic.gov.au/lhgp/
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to discuss your concerns prior to submitting your application. tel. 9285 7955 or email
daniel.wilksch@dpc.vic.gov.au

Community support funding, Department of Premier and Cabinet:
The Community Support Fund was set up primarily to aid programs dealing with
compulsive gambling, treatment for drug addiction, and family crisis but also funds
other community projects which further the community sense of identity, such as
heritage programs. It distributes grants in several key areas:
• community support (prevention of compulsive gambling, treatment for drug

addiction, family crisis),
• youth support, tourism, sport and recreation,
• the arts and other programs or purposes advancing the community.

Eligibility:
Generally applies to local Government Authorities and not for profit, incorporated
organisations.

Eligible projects:
• Programs that demonstrate a substantial benefit to the Community,
• Programs/projects of lasting significance,
• Programs/projects where there is a substantial financial commitment from non

government sources,
• Programs or projects that will not require ongoing government funding when

support from the Fund ceases.

Nature of funding:
Funding of no more than 50% of the project cost.

Conditions:
Recipients must comply with stated terms and conditions of funding and confirm the
source of other funds before any CSF funding is released.
The program or project must commence within twelve months of the offer of funding.

Applying for assistance: Applications accepted all year round.

Business Victoria, Department of State and Regional Development: Rural
community development scheme
A scheme to encourage the building or improvement of community infrastructure that
supports quality of life in rural communities. Projects must lead to an improvement in
the quality and appearance of facilities.
Eligibility: Local councils in rural Victoria. Applications can also be generated by user
groups via local councils.
Nature of funding: Funding on a dollar for dollar basis up to a maximum of $50,000.
Applying for assistance: Apply to
Business Victoria
55 Collins Street
Melbourne 3001
Telephone: (03) 9651 9999
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Public Heritage Program
Assistance can be given for the conservation of any public heritage place or object
listed on the Victorian Heritage Register, or protected under a Council planning
scheme. All owners, or applicants authorised by owners, can apply. Assistance is
available in the form of Low-interest loans, Interest-free loans, Direct grants and
remission or deferral of municipal and water rates and land tax. The fund is not
intended for paying normal maintenance costs. It is there to assist owners with
additional costs incurred for repairs and maintenance of a heritage place.
Applications are accepted all year round. Applicants must fill in an Application for
Financial Assistance form.
Contact: Heritage Victoria on (03) 9655 6519.

Australian Heritage Commission: Cultural Heritage Projects Program (CHPP)
Description of program:
A new program that incorporates the National Estate Grants Program and other
funding projects formerly managed by the Australian Heritage Commission. The
Cultural Heritage Projects Program provides grants to support the restoration and
conservation of places of cultural significance, both built and indigenous. Funding will
be directed to on the ground works. The Program also finances the Taxation
Incentive for Heritage Conservation and provides modest funding for the
commemoration of historic events and famous persons.

Eligibility:
Applies to private owners or holders of a Crown lease, incorporated non-profit
organisations or local government authorities. The 'place' for which funding is sought
must be listed on the Register of the National Estate or the Interim List or on a State
Government Heritage Register. Commonwealth, State or Territory Departments,
agencies or authorities are not eligible.

Nature of funding:
Individual grants ranging from a minimum of $10,000 to a maximum of $250,000 for
restoration and conservation projects.
The Taxation Incentive provides an income tax rebate of 20 cents in the dollar for
expenditure on heritage conservation work.

Applying for assistance:
Contact:
Heritage Assistance and Projects Section
Australian Heritage Commission
Department of the Environment and Heritage
GPO Box 787 Canberra ACT 2600
Phone (02) 6217 2185
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Appendix 1: Hastings District Heritage Places

The following places were identified in the Hastings District Heritage Study Stage One 1999 as 
potentially significant to the Shire and include heritage precincts. Place reports are arranged in road or 
street alphabetical order and each place report is meant to be self-contained. Thus, wherever possible a 
historical context is provided.

Hastings District Heritage Places

Name of place Norfolk Island pines (2)
600

Other Names `Araucaria heterophylla'

Addres Austin Road
Somerville

Map (Melway) 148C3

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Shire

Creation date(s): 1890s

 28

Site Type: Specimen tree(s)

Description:

These two mature Norfolk Island pines (`Araucaria heterophylla') may mark an  
old driveway to the property.  These mature trees relate to the development  

Description

1 of 529Graeme Butler & Associates, 2001 Volume 1:  Appendix 1:



Hastings District Heritage Places

History
This land was purchased by a coach maker, James Finlayson, of Marine Pde, St 
Kilda, in 1882, being 102 acres  in CP54 Moorooduc parish. James E Murray 
purchased the northern part of the property (where the trees are located) in 
1893. Finlayson mortgaged the rest of the land in 1895 and was dead by April 
1899.  His trustees transferred the property to George Edward Shepherd in 1903 
{ VTO}.

Murray's portion was immediately divided up by surveyor Henry Moors into 4 
lots, with this tree being on lot 1, a 32 acre site (LP 3606).  Another subdivision in 
1967 left this 10 acre site as lot 7, carved out of the former lot 1. The subdivision 
plan was declared by JR Parker and lodged by Cook & McCallum. A James 
Murray was listed in `Victorian Post office Directories' of 1893-4 as a Somerville 
gardener.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Developing cultural institutions and ways of life

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Creating private landscape

History and themes

Associations: James E Murray? George Edward 
Shepherd

Environmental History theme

Other PAHT Subtheme:

period of the landscape and aid in the period expression and cultural 
significance of the place as indicators of age and period.

`Araucaria heterophylla'
This tree is by nature `upright with a regular branching pattern, conical form and 
fast growing to 100 ft (30 m) or more, this Norfolk Island endemic is widely 
planted in subtropical coastal regions. The plants are wind tolerant, retaining 
their quite vertical and symmetrical habit even in the face of incessant onshore 
gales, and are able to thrive in deep sand; they need reliable water when young, 
but can tolerate dry spells once established.' { Botanica}

Condition
The trees appear in good condition

External Integrity
The trees have a complete form.

Context
Once farming landscape, now close to urban development.
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Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Statement of Significance:
These Norfolk Island pines (2) at 28 Austin Road Somerville are significant to the 
Shire:
- as two mature examples of a tree species which is uncommon in the Shire, 
particularly at this maturity (Criterion B2);
- the specimens are well formed and mature (Criterion D2);
- the trees are associated with the early farming occupation on this land (Criterion 
A4).

Tree Controls Apply?: Yes

Planning Scheme Protection? recommended

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate No

National Trust Register? No

Recommendations

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance:

- to conserve and enhance the listed trees and the planting pattern at the place where 
enhancement includes replacement of any known missing original components in the planting 
scheme;
- to conserve and enhance the visual relationship between trees at the place;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of these trees;
- to ensure that new plantings or elements within the place are visually recessive in terms of size 
and placement and related to the trees in terms of species; 
- to ensure that replacement trees match the existing specimens and pattern of planting; and

External Paint Controls Apply? No

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? No

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Rarity or distinction among a comparable group

Good example of type

A.4

B.2

D.2
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References
Vic Titles Office (VTO)
Municipal Rate Books (RB);
Barnard, 2000, Hastings District Heritage Study Stage 2 Environmental History

Documentation

- to maintain the trees' link with their history, via promotion and publication of any further historical 
findings;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the  site, followed by the 
creation of an incorporated plan for better management in the planning scheme.

Assessed By: Francine Gilfedder
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Name of place Merricks Methodist  Church, former
641

Other Names Balnarring Methodist  (now Uniting) Church hall

Addres Balnarring Beach Road
Balnarring

Map (Melway) 193D5

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Local Interest

Creation date(s): 1882

Site Type: Church

History and themes

Description:

This formerly weatherboard  church  is a small, altered and simple gabled timber 
structure, with corrugated iron roofing,  attached to the rear of the Balnarring 
Methodist  (now Uniting) Church. Almost all of the exterior has been altered with 
new cladding and new unrelated openings (aluminium sliding windows).

Description

Condition
fair (disturbed, reasonably preserved)

External Integrity
substantially changed/major intrusions

Context
Set on the edge of  Balnarring Beach residential subdivisions.
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History
`Places of worship, like schools, were important focal points for early 
communities and many small groups of settlers met in private homes or school 
buildings, or shared halls between denominations in order to have somewhere to 
share their faith. Building churches often represented an enormous community 
effort, as well as providing places that were important to several generations as 
places of communion. Given the small scale of several of the communities in the 
study area, there were many churches built in the nineteenth and twentieth 
centuries. Valda Cole has outlined the history of many of these churches in 
Western Port Pioneers and Preachers. Early congregations sometimes managed 
to be granted reserves on which to build their churches. Others relied on gifts of 
land from local parishioners or had to purchase the blocks on which they built 
them. As the communities and populations of the study area have evolved and 
changed, so have their places of worship. While some early church buildings 
have closed, been moved, or turned to other purposes, new buildings have been 
constructed and old ones added to. Some of the new churches represent shifts 
in the kinds of congregations resident in the study area { Barnard, 2000}. 

A Methodist Church was built at Merricks in 1882 on land donated by a local 
selector, Captain John Smith. ('The Story of Fenton Hall', p.6) It moved to the 
site of the Balnarring Methodist Church in 1950 and now serves as the hall at the 
Balnarring Uniting Church.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Forming associations

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Making places for worship

Associations: Methodist  Church Uniting Church

Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme Worshipping - establishment of local churches and 
congregations

Other PAHT Subtheme:

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Social significance

A.4

G.1
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Statement of Significance:
The former Merricks Methodist  Church is of historical interest to the local 
community because:
- it as symbolic of the early simple churches of the area (Criterion A4); and
- it is associated by the community with pioneering history (Criterion G1) .

It is below the study threshold for protection in the planning scheme.

References
Balnarring & District Historical Society (BHS) `Balnarring Byways and Memories' (1996): 26 open 
November 22;
Barnard, 2000, Hastings District Heritage Study Stage Two Environmental History

Documentation

Tree Controls Apply?: No

Planning Scheme Protection? No

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate No

National Trust Register? No

Recommendations

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance:
- maintain the former church's link with its history and that of the area, via promotion and publication 
of any further historical findings.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler

External Paint Controls Apply? No

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? No
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Name of place Harley Davidson Motor Club of Victoria clubrooms
543

Other Names Harley Club of Victoria clubrooms

Addres Balnarring Beach Road
Balnarring Beach

Map (Melway) 193D9

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Shire

Creation date(s): 1927-8

144-1

Site Type: Clubrooms

Description:

This is a large weatherboard (dado) and asbestos cement sheet (upper walls) 
clad house, with a corrugated iron clad roof, related cypress hedge, and early 
wire fabric fence. The building appears to have been erected in stages and is 
typical of the inter-war era. There are specimen Monterey cypress in the 
grounds and out-buildings.

Description

Condition
good (partially disturbed, well preserved)

External Integrity
intact/minimal intrusions

Context
Set in a typical beach side community with diverse building styles and period.
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History
When the Harley Davidson Motor Cycle Club was formed in 1924, they began 
using the Cheero Tea rooms as their base, before building their own clubrooms 
at Balnarring Beach.
An interesting private beach facility is the clubroom established by the Harley 
Davidson Motor Cycle Club at Balnarring. The club was formed in 1924 and used 
to come to the Cheero Tea-rooms at Balnarring to meet. In 1926 the club began 
to build their own clubrooms near the Tulum Bridge at Balnarring beach. They 
extended the clubrooms in 1927 and opened them in December 1928. Local 
residents, Bob and Frank Myers, were members of the club and, after races on 
the beach were prohibited, races were held in the 1930s on the Myers property. { 
Barnard, 2000}

Rate books confirm this site history with the Harley Davidson Motor Club 
purchasing lots 10 & 11 of the Balnarring Beach Estate  (with an added lot 12 to 
the property in 1929-30 only) from David Straun (Strain?) 1926-7. Once the 
building was erected, the site was listed as owned by Milledge Bros. P/L motor 
importers of 287 Elizabeth St, Melbourne. From the 1930s-1950s, KJ Rattray 
Wood of 71 Weston St, East Brunswick, was the owner and the club remained 
as the tenant { RB}.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Developing cultural institutions and ways of life

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Forming associations

History and themes

Associations: Harley Davidson 
Motor Cycle Club

Milledge Bros. P/L KJ Rattray Wood

Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme

Other PAHT Subtheme:

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Social significance

Rarity or distinction among a comparable group

Good example of type

A.4

G.1

B.2

D.2
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Statement of Significance:
Harley Davidson Motor Club of Victoria clubrooms at Balnarring beach are 
significant to the Mornington peninsula because:
- they reflect the early use of Balnarring Beach and other seaside localities in the 
region for various community groups, including recreational and religious, as 
enabled by easier motor access to these then undeveloped parts of the coast 
(Criterion A4); 
- it has been associated with one group since it was built, that group being 
unusual in terms of other sporting or recreational groups in the State (Criterion 
B2);
- it is well preserved externally (Criterion D2); and
- it has been the subject of local publications highlighting the history of the area 
(Criterion G1).

Documentation

Tree Controls Apply?: No

Planning Scheme Protection? recommended

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate No

National Trust Register? recommended

Recommendations

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the contributory elements include the clubrooms and associated fabric from the 1920s such as the 
fence, hedge and Monterey cypress specimens:

- to conserve and enhance the clubrooms where enhancement would include replacement of any 
known missing original components in the building exterior or setting;
- to conserve and enhance the visual relationship between the above contributory elements at the 
place;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of these contributory elements;
- to ensure that new structures within the place are visually recessive and related in terms of form, 
size, materials and placement; 
- to maintain the place's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further historical 
findings;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the  site, followed by the 
creation of an incorporated plan for better management in the planning scheme.

External Paint Controls Apply? Yes

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? Yes
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References
Barnard, 2000, Hastings District Heritage Study Stage 2 Environmental History;
Municipal Rate Book (RB) Shire of Flinders East Riding.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler
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Name of place Foxey's Hangout
63

Other Names
Addres Balnarring Road

Merricks North

Map (Melway) 152E12

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Shire

Creation date(s): 1930s

Site Type: Meeting place

Description:

The site is marked by a single dead gum tree in a median at the corner of 
Balnarring and Tubbarubba Roads, with sheet metal  fox profiles attached to its 
branches as symbols of the real fox carcases which hung there in the 1930s. 
The site has changed over time with the surrounding vegetation removed, added 
location signs and bollards, and the tree reduced in size and form- but as a 
place it has a long local tradition. A similar species of tree has been planted by a 
member of the local community to perpetuate the memory of the original tree.

Description

Condition
poor

External Integrity
partially intact/intrusions.
The surrounding vegetation has been removed, the median area reduced by road widening, what appear to have 
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History
Although this site would not at first seem like a cultural institution, as a landmark 
on the Peninsula, it is reminiscent, both of the days when trapping wild animals 
was essential for farmers' livelihoods, and of the individual traditions that are 
maintained in small rural communities. 'Old Jack' or 'Dodd' Johnson was a 
Tasmanian aborigine who moved to Balnarring from Tasmania in 1936. He was 
befriended by Herb Downward  and employed on Herb's farm as a trapper. Joan 
Downward attributes the origins of 'Foxey's Hangout', a well-known local site, to 
'Old Jack' after he and another local trapper, Lou Connell, instituted a 
competition in which they would hang each day's catch (of foxes) on a large gum 
tree at the corner of Tubba-Rubba Road and Mornington-Balnarring Road. Garry 
Downward checked the tree each day to adjudicate. The tree soon became 
known as 'Foxey's Hangout'. Jack Johnson was murdered in 1946 and the 
practice of hanging dead foxes on the tree soon died out. However, the gum tree 
and the name of the corner survive { Barnard, 2000}.

An early view of the site shows the tree in a healthier state with numerous large 
fox carcases hanging from one oblique main branch, long dry grass and 
adjoining gravel surface roadways, post and rail fencing to part of the reserve, a  
Shire of Flinders paper notice tacked to the tree warning against taking of 
firewood from the reserve, and a flattened-out rusted metal sheet with hand 
painted annotations telling the tale of the site { MOV}. Mary Karney recalls that 
fox shapes were cut out of fruit boxes to hang in the tree.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Developing cultural institutions and ways of life

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Forming associations

History and themes

Associations: 'Old Jack' or 'Dodd' 
Johnson

Significance

Environmental History theme Developing cultural institutions and ways of life - 
Community Halls

Other PAHT Subtheme: Trapping and hunting

flattened out been metal sheet with hand painted annotations telling the tale of the site removed, and added location 
signs and bollards

Context
Open grassland in fenced paddocks, with gums lining the roadside, asphalt road surface.
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Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Statement of Significance:
Foxey's Hangout in Balnarring Road is significant to the Shire because:
- it is a well known landmark in the community and as a meeting place (Criterion 
G1);
- it is associated with a locally known vermin hunter during the inter-war period, 
then an occupation more common than now ((Criterion A4, B2).

Tree Controls Apply?: Yes

Planning Scheme Protection? recommended

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate No

National Trust Register? No

Recommendations

Recommendation
The following general management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance 
where the contributory elements include the dead gum tree and open nature of the reservation, the 
fox symbols are secondary contributory elements:

- to conserve and enhance the place where enhancement would include replacement of any known 
missing original or early components in the setting (replant matching tree specimen);
- to conserve and enhance the public view of the contributory elements;
- to ensure that new works within the place are visually recessive and related in terms of form, size, 
materials and placement; 
- to maintain the place's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further historical 
findings (perhaps a sign telling the story of the site).

Specific suggestions:
The identification signs are unrelated to the site history: these should be replaced with a single sign 
board with the name and history of the site attached, with an early image of it to explain its history 

External Paint Controls Apply? No

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? No

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Social significance

Rarity or distinction among a comparable group

A.4

G.1

B.2
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References
Barnard, 2000, Hastings District Heritage Study Stage 2 Environmental History cites  (Joan 
Downward, Foxey's Hangout, `Balnarring Byways and Memories', Vol. 2: 11-13)
Balnarring & District Historical Society (B&DHS) 1996: 11-
Museum of Victoria (MOV) picture collection: earliest date 1935,  latest date 1945-   Multimedia No 
MM 008240;
Karney, M 2000

Documentation

further; the existing roadside posts should be replaced with a low barrier (possibly split hardwood 
post and rail) to define and contain the site perimeter. The metal foxes or similar suspended 
symbols should be maintained as a sign of its use and the tree perpetuated as is practical.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler, Francine Gilfedder
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Name of place St Mark's Anglican church & hall, trees
409

Other Names
Addres Balnarring Road

Balnarring

Map (Melway) 193D5

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Shire

Creation date(s): 1914--

  1

Site Type: Church

Description:

Located at the corner of the Frankston Flinders Road, this gabled church is clad 
in weatherboard, with few changes to tits original form externally, as shown by a 
photograph  of the church taken at its opening. This image shows the boarding 
as a dark colour, possibly stained.

The hall, which appears to be earlier than its actual construction date, has been 
extended.

The semi-mature Monterey pines adjoining recall the thirty-three trees planted in 
1918 to honour the thirty-three men from the area who had enlisted in the war 
but are not from this planting. There are also mature Monterey cypress.

Description
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History
`Places of worship, like schools, were important focal points for early 
communities and many small groups of settlers met in private homes or school 
buildings, or shared halls between denominations in order to have somewhere to 
share their faith. Building churches often represented an enormous community 
effort, as well as providing places that were important to several generations as 
places of communion. Given the small scale of several of the communities in the 
study area, there were many churches built in the nineteenth and twentieth 
centuries. Valda Cole has outlined the history of many of these churches in 
Western Port Pioneers and Preachers. Early congregations sometimes managed 
to be granted reserves on which to build their churches. Others relied on gifts of 
land from local parishioners or had to purchase the blocks on which they built 
them. As the communities and populations of the study area have evolved and 
changed, so have their places of worship. While some early church buildings 
have closed, been moved, or turned to other purposes, new buildings have been 
constructed and old ones added to. Some of the new churches represent shifts 
in the kinds of congregations resident in the study area { Barnard, 2000}. 

The land on which St Marks, Balnarring, stands (part of Crown Allotment 111B in 
the Parish of Bittern) was granted to the Church of England in 1868. St Marks 
Balnarring, a centre of the Parish of Hastings, was opened on the same day as 
All Saints, Tyabb, in April 1914 { Barnard, 2000}. 
Parishioners of St Marks Balnarring planted a pine plantation of thirty-three trees 
in 1918 to honour the thirty-three men from the area who had enlisted in the war 
{ BHS: 33}.

The hall was built in 1964 and served as a Sunday School; it was extended in 
1985 to accommodate an opportunity shop. The vicarage was built in 1980 { 
BHS: 33}.

History and themes

Associations: Church of England Anglican Church

Mature trees  provide a cultural contribution to this place, aiding in the cultural 
heritage expression of the built fabric as an indicator of age.

Condition
good (partially disturbed, well preserved)

External Integrity
substantially intact/some intrusions

Context
Set to one side of the now highly developed Balnarring shopping centre and on the corner of main roads, making it 
prominent.
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Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Forming associations

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Making places for worship

Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme Worshipping - establishment of local churches and 
congregations

Other PAHT Subtheme: Forming associations

Statement of Significance:
St Mark's Anglican church & hall, Monterey pines at Balnarring is significant to 
the Shire because:
- the church is an early public building within an important population centre and 
is externally well preserved  (Criterion A4, D2);
- it has been the focus of local Christian worship over a long period and is well 
known within the community as landmark (Criterion A4, G1);
- it has been recognised and recorded in local histories (Criterion G1).

Tree Controls Apply?: Yes

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate No

National Trust Register? Recommended

Recommendations

External Paint Controls Apply? Yes

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? Yes

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Social significance

Good example of type

A.4

G.1

D.2
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References
Joan Backhouse, 1995. St Mark's Anglican Church, in `Balnarring Byways and Memories', 
Balnarring & District Historical Society (BHS): 33;
Barnard, 2000, Hastings District Heritage Study Stage 2 Environmental History;
Cole, `Western Port - Pioneers and Preachers': 66 and 100

Documentation

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the contributory elements include  the church and Monterey pines, with emphasis on fabric from or 
near the construction date:

- to conserve and enhance the church where enhancement would include replacement of any 
known missing original components in the building or setting;
- to conserve and enhance the visual relationship between the above contributory elements at the 
place;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of these contributory elements;
- to ensure that new structures within the place are visually recessive and related in terms of form, 
size, materials and placement; 
- to maintain the place's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further historical 
findings;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the  site, followed by the 
creation of an incorporated plan for better management in the planning scheme.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler, Francine Gilfedder
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Name of place Hazel Grove
553

Other Names Hurley's farm or orchard

Addres Balnarring Road
Balnarring North

Map (Melway) 163A12

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Shire

Creation date(s): 1869c, 1884c

101

Site Type: Orchard complex

Description:

This is the former Hurley selection with an early wattle & daub section 
(inspection required). From the road, it appears to be a gabled roof, 
weatherboard farm house with a projecting gabled wing.  A rear skillion holds 
two large brick chimneys which appear early. The house has multi-paned 
glazing and is altered in detail. 

Images of the building published in Bennett's `The Old General Store' show a 
long gabled central wing with projecting gabled wings at either end linked by a 
skillion form timber-framed verandah { Bennett: 183-}. The right-hand projecting 
wing was the store- it has a skillion hood over its main window.

Description
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History
Another selection family in the Balnarring area were the Hurleys, who were first 
attracted to the district by the Tubbarubba gold rush. After they had selected lots 
109a and 110a, they built a wattle and daub hut, Hazel Grove, which remained in 
the family until 1988 and still stands today { BDHS}. The Hurleys acquired other 
properties in the district and planted an orchard. They also operated a store for a 
time in a room on the end the house, after the local store at Warrawee (q.v.) 
closed in c1886 (ibid.).

Although the house is still standing, the shop fittings have been removed. William 
Hurley transported goods for sale back from Sorrento when he took his own farm 
produce there to sell.  At around the same time (the 1880s -1890s) the 
Caldwells, also local pioneering selectors, ran a shop from their home 
Koonoona, at Balnarring. This store was discontinued in 1897.

Rate records for this property start at 1869 with William Hurley Snr as owner-
occupier of a house and land and 84 acres. In the same year Hurley applied for 
the leasehold of CA109A (83-4 acres) and received a grant for it in 1875. 
Meanwhile his rated land area grew to 104 acres in 1871, along with the two 
room house. During the mid 1870s, William Hurley junior  had taken up 80 acres 
and in 1876-7 William senior had added 190 acres to his property, totalling 294 
acres plus buildings. Another change occurred in the following year, with the 
property now including the 104 acres and 92 acres while he leased another 294 

History and themes

At the rear one gabled wing projects and another simple timber  verandah 
extends across most of the house. The roof is clad with corrugated iron, the two 
corbelled chimneys are of brick,  and the walls are clad with weatherboard.  The 
red chimney bricks were reputedly made from clay dug on the property.

Monterey pines rows (recently depleted) line the road boundary. There were 
once Monterey cypress, pepper trees near the house but recent changes have 
left the environs bare, reducing the period expression of the place. Mature trees  
provide a cultural contribution to this place, aiding in the cultural heritage 
expression of the built fabric as an indicator of age.

Condition
Externally, fair (disturbed, reasonably preserved).

External Integrity
Externally, substantially intact/some intrusions. The front verandah has been rebuilt and some recladding carried out. 
New structures have been added to the site as part of a winery complex.

Context
Open farming land.
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acres from S Planck. This rate description changed again in 1879-80 with 104 
acres and buildings owned by Hurley, 194 acres leased from Planck and two lots 
(90, 92 acres) leased from the Crown. 

The property area had grown again to 390 acres freehold and 154 acres 
leasehold in 1881-2. The Planck lot of 189 acres was added to this in 1882-3, 
giving 509 aces leased or freehold and 154 acres Crown lease. This trend 
continued with 227 acres being acquired from Thomas Ritchie c1884. The 
annual value of his house lot increased 1887, 1882-3 and 1876-7, possibly 
showing dates of improvements. The period 1876 is also likely period fro capital 
works given that he had obtained freehold in 1875.

Hurley's occupation was always that of farmer or yeoman but in 1889-90 he was 
noted as a storekeeper, indicating that brief period of running a local store in the 
end room of his house. In 1899-1900 Hurley owned 320 acres, being CAs 110a, 
109a, 98a, and 99a. The annual value increased on the property in 1904-5 which 
may account for the Edwardian character of the house exterior. 

A more specific description in 1912-13 was 215 acres and a house on CAs 98a, 
99a and 103 acres and buildings on CAs 109a, 110a. In the following years the 
property reduced to CA109a and 110a, with William's name being replaced by 
Catherine & Margaret Hurley  from the early 1920s on to WW2. A subdivision 
plan was lodged by Cook & McCallum for the property in 1953, creating four lots, 
21, 5, 25 and 12 acres. The house is on lot 3, 25 acres.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Engaging in primary production

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Fruit growing

Associations: Hurley, William Snr Catherine & Margaret 
Hurley

Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme orchards and coolstores

Other PAHT Subtheme:

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Social significance

A.4

G.1
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Statement of Significance:
Hazel Grove or Hurley's farm or orchard is significant to the Mornington 
Peninsula Shire because: 
- it is an early house store combination within the Shire, a building type which 
appears more frequent in the is local area than elsewhere on the peninsula 
(Criterion A4) ;
- it was one of the early orchards to be established in the shire (Criterion A4); 
- of its association with the Hurley family who were pioneers and prominent within 
the community for over a century and the subject of a number of publications 
(Criterion G1, H1).

Tree Controls Apply?: Yes

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate No

National Trust Register? Recommended

Recommendations

Recommendation
The following general management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance 
where the contributory elements in the precinct are the cited building and trees, plus any associated 
fabric and trees from the 19th century and the Hurley tenure.

- to conserve and enhance the place where enhancement would include replacement of any known 
missing original or early components in the buildings' exteriors or landscape settings;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of the above elements;
- to ensure that new works within the place are visually recessive and related to the cited elements 
in terms of form, size, materials and placement and do not obscure original significant external 
fabric; 
- to ensure that new landscape within the place is visually recessive and related to the existing 
mature trees in terms of form and placement and do not obscure  or physically crowd significant 
existing specimens;
- to maintain the precinct's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further 
historical findings.
- inspect the property further to demarcate heritage fabric more precisely;
- encourage completion of a conservation management plan and an incorporated plan developed 
from this for inclusion in the scheme.

External Paint Controls Apply? Yes

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? Yes

Association with important person or groupH.1
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References
MPS  HO297 (`Hurley House')
Bennett, B. 1997 `The Old General Store': 182 redeveloped Hurleys selected CAs109a,110a 
Bittern parish plan: W Hurley shown file 10462/33;
Victorian Public Records Office (VPRO) VPRS 629/P file;
Barnard, 2000, Hastings District Heritage Study Stage 2 Environmental History;
Bruce Bennett, The Hurleys, in `Balnarring Byways and Memories', (BDHS) V1: 14-
Municipal Rate Book (RB)
Victorian Titles Office (VTO) LP 26404

Documentation

(inspection required).

Assessed By: Graeme Butler, Francine Gilfedder
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Name of place McCormick farm house at Willow Creek Vineyard
554

Other Names Willow Creek Vineyard house

Addres Balnarring Road
Merricks North

Map (Melway) 162H8

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Shire

Creation date(s): 1900c

166

Site Type: Farm house

Description:

Cited on the Willow Creek winery brochure as built in 1870, the house appears 
to be instead a red brick Edwardian-era villa with return verandah and hipped 
and gabled roofline. The house is thought to have been  built from bricks made 
on the property. The verandah is timber framed and its roof an extension of the 
main roof which is also slate clad. The verandah frieze is simple timber fretted to 
a segment arch and supported on turned posts. Typically the gable ends are 
simply trussed in timber and the chimneys provided with corbelled tops. The 
design is a simple one but nevertheless uncommon in an area more typically 
provided with timber farm houses rather than brick and of a lesser size.

There are new large red brick out-buildings associated with the winery.

Description
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History
This house is cited on a current brochure as being from 1870 but is thought by 
others to have been built in the 1880s from bricks made on the property.

James McCormick of Richmond received the grant for this site in 1876, paying 
£186 for 11A&B Balnarring parish in what was described as the ` agricultural 
area of Mount McMahon'. James died 12 December 1888 and his executor John 
McCormick, a Balnarring farmer,  became the new owner. He mortgaged the 
property and eventually it was sold to Fanny Chambers (wife of Ernest 
Chambers a solicitor of Balnarring) in 1894 { VTO}. She quickly resold the place 
to Thomas F Jones in 1895. 

Alan Meudell declared a 4 lot subdivision of the property in 1905, the plan being 
lodged by Darvall & Horsfall in 1906. At this point the annual valuation of the 
property (175 acres), then rated to William Mann, was £65 and noted as 
subdivided. It had been also listed as Mann's  in 1900-1 when the annual 
valuation was £50. Five years before that, owned by Chambers, the property 
was valued at £25, a 100% increase. This had been the value as far back as 
1887-8 when it was owned by John McCormick. It is likely that the present house 
was built around 1900 and the valuation increased as a result. From the 
subdivision on, Mary & Thomas Broughton, a farmer, were the owner-occupiers 
of 58.5 acres plus buildings {RB}.  

James McCormick senior's occupation  was listed as a surveyor from the early 
1870s and was rated for a 3 room house and land here from the earliest rate 
records available of 1869. His occupation briefly changed to storekeeper in the 
mid 1880s and changed back to surveyor {RB}. Through that period the annual 
valuation remained fairly constant, rising by 18% just before his death in 
December 1888.  He was buried at Flinders cemetery, being described in the 
cemetery register as a Balnarring farmer (former surveyor) and having died from 
`General Debility'.

Bruce Bennett has written about Miss Hurley's recollection of the McCormick 
store on CA65 at the corner of Stumpy Gully and Myers Roads. He notes that 

History and themes

Condition
good (partially disturbed, well preserved)

External Integrity
substantially intact/some intrusions- subtle changes only.

Context
Set in open exotic grasslands with surrounding vineyard, parking areas and associated winery complex.
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local residents remember getting a billy of golden syrup from the store as a treat 
on Sundays { Bennett 1997: 184}.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Engaging in primary production

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Unspecified primary industry

Associations: James McCormick John McCormick Thomas F Jones

Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme

Other PAHT Subtheme:

Statement of Significance:
McCormick house at Willow Creek Vineyard is significant to the Shire because:
- of the combination of its brick construction and relatively sophisticated design, 
making it unusual among other farm houses in the Shire when built (Criterion B2, 
F1);
- it represents, by its size and construction,  a time of relative prosperity in the 
Shire; and
- it is a physical reminder of the McCormick family who are still remembered in 
the area (Criterion H1).

Tree Controls Apply?: No

Planning Scheme Protection? recommended

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate No

National Trust Register? recommended

Recommendations

External Paint Controls Apply? Yes

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Design or technological achievement

Rarity or distinction among a comparable group

Association with important person or group

A.4

F.1

B.2

H.1
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References
MPS  HO298 `Historic Site'
Barnard, 2000, Hastings District Heritage Study Stage 2 Environmental History;
Map 1984 shown as Green Patch;
Map 1913 
Brochure: winery starts 1989;
B&DHS Feb 1999:  built in the 1880s from bricks made on the property.
Municipal Rate Books (RB)
Parish Plan;
`Flinders Cemetery Victoria 1865-1995' Macbeth.

Documentation

Recommendation
The following general management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance 
where the contributory element at the site is the house.

- to conserve and enhance the place where enhancement would include replacement of any known 
missing original or early components in the house exterior or setting;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of the house;
- to ensure that new works within the place are visually recessive and related to the house in terms 
of form, size, materials and placement and do not obscure original significant external fabric; 
- to maintain the place's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further historical 
findings;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the  site, followed by the 
creation of an incorporated plan for better management in the planning scheme.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler, Francine Gilfedder

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? Yes
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Name of place Banksia Estate
474

Other Names
Addres Banksia Square

Somers

Map (Melway) 194E9

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Shire

Creation date(s): 1929-

off

Site Type: Estate, seaside

Description:

This subdivision has a distinctive octagon form with a central reserve. Early 
photos show it as  bare pasture. Today, the central reserve is mixed native and 
introduced plantings including Monterey pines (`Pinus radiata') and weeds. 

The estate design resembles a number of Saxil Tuxen estate designs on the 
Peninsula such as the Mt Eliza estate. They, like the Burley Griffin Ranelagh  
estate, also at Mt Eliza, have a geometric shape other than that of a rectangle 
and provision for public parks or reserves. Tuxen was a member of the highly 
influential Town Planning Commission of the 1920s who promoted a departure 
from the grid residential surveys of old among surveyors and would-be town 
planners.

Description
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History
At Somers, then known as Balnarring East, the South Beach and Palm Beach 
estates were subdivided and offered for sale in 1925. The South Beach Estate 
consisted of 24 one-acre blocks. Palm Beach Estate featured streets with names 
such as Florida, Palm Beach, and ocean View, and had a distinctive streets 
layout. At Merricks Beach also, in the 1920s Saxil Tuxen subdivided the Manly 
Beach Estate { Bennett 1997: 237).

The Banksia Estate was a subdivision of CA140 owned by Jensen, Jeanes & 
Spence as the perpetual Executors and Trustees Association acting for HC 
Bagot { Bennett 2000: 78}. The estate was surveyed by WJ & AW Meinhardt for 
the new owner solicitor, TA Kennedy in 1932. The plan configuration was 
centred on Banksia Square which was annotated as a look-out and recreation 
reserve. From the square six main roads radiated, as Lorne and Aireys Groves, 
east and west, and Henty Grove, north and south. These were linked laterally by 
North Crescent and South Crescent. South Beach Road, Oxley Court and 
Kennedy Road (named after the owner) formed the circumference { Bennett 
2000: 80}. There were 181 `seaside blocks'.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Making towns to serve rural Australia

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Making seaside towns

History and themes

Associations: TA Kennedy

Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme holiday homes, weekenders and guest houses

Other PAHT Subtheme: Making seaside towns

Condition
good (partially disturbed, well preserved)

External Integrity
intact/minimal intrusions

Context
Formerly set in open pastures but subsequently with native regrowth and then settlement reducing the regrowth.

AHC Criteria satisfied:
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Statement of Significance:
The Banksia Estate at Somers is significant to the Mornington peninsula because:
- of its distinctive octagonal form which contrasted starkly with the grid patterns 
used for other estate surveys throughout the State at that time (Criterion B2, F1) ;
- the design reflected the contemporary influence on the Peninsula of the Town 
Planning Commission and prominent surveyors, Saxil Tuxen (Criterion H1, A4);
- it reflects the ability of town dwellers to reach relatively remote rural seascapes 
now aided by the motor car and represents  new kind of rural weekender estate 
(Criterion A4).

Tree Controls Apply?: -

Planning Scheme Protection? recommended (local policy only)

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate No

National Trust Register? recommended

Recommendations

Recommendation
The following general management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance 
where the contributory elements at the site are the street alignments, street names and lot sizes 
and secondary contributory elements include remnant native vegetation and gravelled roads. 
Control of these elements could be exerted through a local policy in the planning scheme as 
changes are already subject to a permit application or are in Council control.

- to conserve and enhance the place where enhancement would include replacement of any known 
missing original or early components in the design or its setting;
- to conserve and enhance the public view or appreciation of the design;
- to ensure that new subdivision or street works within the place are visually related to the original 
design in terms of form,  materials and placement and do not obscure original significant elements; 
- to maintain the place's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further historical 
findings;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the  site, followed by the 
creation of local policy in the planning scheme or, if under a heritage overlay,  an incorporated 
plan - for better management.

External Paint Controls Apply? -

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? -

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? -

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? -

Association with important events or historical themes

Design or technological achievement

Rarity or distinction among a comparable group

Association with important person or group

A.4

F.1

B.2

H.1
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References
Barnard, 2000, Hastings District Heritage Study Stage 2 Environmental History
Bennett, B. 2000 `All Our Somers': 80-, 198
Bennett, B 1997 `The Old General Store'

Documentation

Assessed By: Graeme Butler , Francine Gilfedder
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Name of place Naval Wardroom, HMAS Cerberus
156

Other Names Building 151

Addres Bass Road
HMAS Cerberus

Map (Melway) 194H3

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Regional

Creation date(s): 1915, 1927

151

Site Type: Defence base - naval

Description:

The 1981 conservation study provided the following description:
`The central part of the Wardroom has parallels with the revival of the 17th 
century English Baroque style, which was illustrated in some works by the New 
South Wales architect, George Sydney Jones, and Walter Vernon. This is 
particularly evident in the composition of the central portion, the gabled parapet, 
and the original rendered columns (later replaced by the glazed-in porch). The 
Wardroom is a reflection of Building 197 at the northern end of the playing fields. 

The Wardroom is a most important amenity in the life of Naval Officers, for both 
messing and entertainment, and it is evident that much care and attention has 
been lavished on the interior for the comfort of the officers. Unfortunately most of 

Description
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History
Historical background  

In 1910 Admiral Henderson, reporting to the Federal Government on the best 
sites in Australia for Naval Bases, suggested Hann's Inlet as the site for a 
Destroyer and Submarine Base. The Federal Government purchased 4,000 
acres in 1911 and planned to build accommodation for 2000 men to man the 
base and torpedo school. However, it was not until 1913 that work began on 

History and themes

the interior design in (sic) unsympathetic in character with the original building. 

The dining area is however of an unusual and interesting character, with oak 
flooring, wall panelling and joinery. The internal balcony echoes the ceremonial 
balcony on the west elevation of the Drill Hall. The ceiling of the dining room is 
coved, and spanned by unusual truncated hammer beam trusses. The ceiling 
itself is plain plaster with timber strap work. Each bay is punctuated by French 
doors with a fanlight above and framed by heavy curtains, which, combined with 
the richly stained dark oak panelling contributes to the sombre atmosphere of 
this room. 

Adorning the west and east walls are two large watercolour wall paintings. 
These depict "The Defeat of the Spanish Armada", and "The Landing of Captain 
Cook", and were painted by the father and son team of the Messrs. Coleman, in 
1927. An important feature of the Wardroom was its garden, which was planted 
very early in the history of Cerberus, and tended with great care, which enabled 
it and its individual plants to take many prizes... The centre of the lawns are 
planted with two weeping ash trees, while the beds at the base are messed with 
ranunculi and stocks.'

`The Wardroom, although having undergone much alteration and unsympathetic 
additions is a very important building in the context of the base, and particularly 
as part of the Parade Ground Conservation Precinct' {DHC}

Inspection of the interior could not be made during this study.
Condition
good (partially disturbed, well preserved)

External Integrity
partially intact/intrusions

Context
Part of the Parade Ground conservation area: `the Wardroom is significant as a major element facing onto the Parade 
Ground Conservation Area. The building is centred on the north south axis of the Parade Ground and its contribution is 
enhanced by its elevated position.' { DHC}
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constructing the base. When it was officially opened in 1920, it had been 
changed from a base to a depot, named Flinders Naval Depot, but by 1921 the 
name was changed to HMAS Cerberus.
World War Two necessitated the erection of many temporary buildings to cope 
with the great influx of personnel requiring training. An Officers' Training School 
operated between 1942 and 1945. Many of the temporary wartime buildings 
were replaced after 1950 and new facilities added, including a cinema, senior 
sailor's mess, gymnasium, seamanship school, updated wharf facilities.
Many of the historic structures at HMAS Cerberus  have been added to the 
Register of the National Estate { Barnard, 2000}.

Specific History 

The 1981 conservation study provided the following historical background:
`The Wardroom was built in 1915 for a contract price of £5,672 providing 
accommodation for duty officers and guests, and for messing entertainment. The 
east and west wings were added to the Wardroom to accommodate single 
commissioned Officers in 1927. Later, their verandahs were filled in, and in 1962 
further accommodation wings were built. The wardroom complex was once 
surrounded by a tall hedge of Lambertiana horizontalis (`Cupressus macrocarpa' 
var) . The Wardroom has undergone several stages of alterations and additions 
culminating in the two inappropriate flat roofed wings.' { DHC}
 
`In 1920 Ordnance Lieutenant G. Prideaux R.A.N. commenced to lay out the 
garden in front of the Wardroom. It is essentially planned as a rose garden, and 
the first hundred plants were donated by members of-the National Rose Society. 
They were planted in two large beds divided by a pergola on which climbing 
roses provided a contrast in scale to the surrounding dwarf varieties. The date 
palm Phoenix canariensis (now removed) was a gift from the director of the 
Botanical Gardens in Sydney on the occasion of the opening of the mess.' { DHC}

The study found the following significant aspects to the building:

1.  HISTORICALLY, the Wardroom is significant for its associations with the first 
era of building at Cerberus and with its central role in the life of the officers at the 
Base.

2.  PHYSICALLY, the Fabric of the Wardroom is significant for its formal 'colonial 
revival' design which is repeated elsewhere on the Base. Although the building 
has been upgraded, the original design is clear and readily retrieved and/or 
enhanced. The interior of the Dining Room is particularly splendid and notable. 
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The building also maintains a formal garden immediately in front.

3. ENVIRONMENTALLY, the Wardroom is significant as a major element facing 
onto the Parade Ground Conservation Area. The building is centred on the north 
south axis of the Parade Ground and its contribution is enhanced by its elevated 
position.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Providing for the common defence

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Preparing to face invasion

Associations: Commonwealth 
Government

Significance

Murdoch, JS

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme

Other PAHT Subtheme:

Statement of Significance:
Naval Wardroom, HMAS Cerberus is significant to the Mornington Peninsula 
Region because:
- of its historical associations with the first era of building at the important 
Cerberus base and its good state of preservation to that date (Criterion A4);
- of its long-term and central role in the life of the officers at the base (Criterion 
A4, G1);
- of its Colonial Georgian revival design (although altered ) which is reinforced by 
similar stylistic expression elsewhere on the base (Criterion F1);
- of the notable interior of the Dining Room, a key space in the building and the 
social life of the base over time (Criterion G1, F1);  and
- it is a major design element facing onto the Parade Ground, centred on the 
north south axis and enhanced by its elevated position (Criterion E1, F1) .

Recommendations

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Design or technological achievement

Social significance

Aesthetic importance to the community or a cultural group

A.4

F.1

G.1

E.1
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Tree Controls Apply?: No

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate Registered as part of group

National Trust Register? Classified in group

Recommendation
The following general management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance 
where the contributory element at the site is the Naval Wardroom which is both contributory to the 
Parade Ground Group and the base, with emphasis on fabric from or near the construction date. 

- to conserve and enhance the place where enhancement would include replacement of any known 
missing original or early components in the house exterior or setting;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of the  Wardroom;
- to ensure that new works within the place are visually recessive and related to the Naval 
Wardroom in terms of form, size, materials and placement and do not obscure original significant 
external fabric;  and
- to maintain the place's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further historical 
findings;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the  site, followed by the 
creation of an incorporated plan for better management in the planning scheme.

The 1980s study recommended the following management guidelines:

The building should be retained, utilized and enhanced.
The external form and integrity of the building should not be disrupted, especially as seen from the 
Parade Ground. Minor alterations may be permitted in the service area.
The recent east and west accommodation wings, should be improved and 'played down' to relate 
more to the main buildings appearance, possibly, with landscaping.
The existing formal garden should be maintained and enhanced.
The axial relationship with 'Grant' Block (Building 197) should be reinforced visually through 
common treatment and the removal of the 'foreign' gum trees in front of this building.
New, free standing, building works may be permitted at the rear..
Portions of the interior of the building are available for adaptation but the retention of traditional 
features and materials is encouraged wherever possible.
The traditional character and appearance of the main front rooms and the Dining Room particularly 
should be retained and/or restored.

The land is owned by the Commonwealth and is thus not subject to State law. Council could include
the place in the planning scheme in readiness for any change of ownership and/or seek assurances 
from the Commonwealth that the place will be protected. Registration on the National Estate 
Register ensures referral to the Australian Heritage Commission but their recommendations are not 

External Paint Controls Apply? Yes

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? Yes

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? Yes
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References
Barnard, 2000, Hastings District Heritage Study Stage 2 Environmental History;
RAIA 20th Century Architecture Register
National Trust of Australia file
Dept. of Housing & Construction Conservation Study 1981 and extensions 1985 summary. (DHC) 
cite:
SOURCES OF INFORMATION:.
Notes from HMAS Cerberus Museum;
HMAS Cerberus, Schedule of Assets, recorded in Register of Naval Assets p.30;
HMAS Cerberus, Schedule of Assets, recorded in Register of Naval Assets p.30;
"Forgotten Reformer, The Architecture of George Sydney Jones )865-1927", article by Conrad 
Hamann in `Architecture Australia' November, 1979 p. 30-X45;
Martin A.J., `History of Westernport and The Establishment of Flinders Naval Depot', Spindrift 
Press, Melbourne, 1927. p.52;
Original drawings held at Australian Archives. Acc No. MP1114 Drw. 
Early photographs, PH 25, PH 26, PHP 8, PHP 14, PHP 15.

Documentation

binding.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler
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Name of place Hospital Administration Block, HMAS Cerberus
680

Other Names RAN Hospital

Addres Bass Road
HMAS Cerberus

Map (Melway) 194H3

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Shire

Creation date(s): 1920

161

Site Type: Hospital

Description:

This red brick hospital has a tiled hipped roof with twin gabled projecting room 
bays either side of the porch entry. The broad gabled treatment of these bays 
suggests the Californian Bungalow style which was then fast gaining ground in 
suburban Victoria. The porch is supported on double timber posts in the manner 
of the nearby  ward buildings. Two pane double-hung sash windows are timber 
framed and set in pairs in the front elevation as part of the symmetry of the 
design; the windows either side of the glazed entry door are attached to form a 
T-shape configuration. The brickwork is relieved by soldier coursing and 
projecting header courses over the windows.

The rosarium does not appear to have survived.

Description
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History
Historical background  

In 1910 Admiral Henderson, reporting to the Federal Government on the best 
sites in Australia for Naval Bases, suggested Hann's Inlet as the site for a 
Destroyer and Submarine Base. The Federal Government purchased 4,000 
acres in 1911 and planned to build accommodation for 2000 men to man the 
base and torpedo school. However, it was not until 1913 that work began on 
constructing the base. When it was officially opened in 1920, it had been 
changed from a base to a depot, named Flinders Naval Depot, but by 1921 the 
name was changed to HMAS Cerberus.
World War Two necessitated the erection of many temporary buildings to cope 
with the great influx of personnel requiring training. An Officers' Training School 
operated between 1942 and 1945. Many of the temporary wartime buildings 
were replaced after 1950 and new facilities added, including a cinema, senior 
sailor's mess, gymnasium, seamanship school, updated wharf facilities.
Many of the historic structures at HMAS Cerberus  have been added to the 
Register of the National Estate { Barnard, 2000}.

Specific History 

This building is on the approximate site of the former farm house (Triton) which 
predated the establishment of the base.  It replaced some more informal hospital 
structures which had functioned in the period from 1913 when it opened in 1920. 
More temporary structures were added in  WW2 which brought thousands of 
recruits to the base. The war also brought many thousands of refugees who also 
looked to the base hospital for health care. Wilson and Berry (1991) wrote of the 
dental clinic erected there in 1922 which stood in the hospital grounds in the 
early 1990s, along with memorial gardens to those from the clinic who died in 
military service. The Surgeon Capt. RM Coplans Rosarium was then at the entry 
to the hospital { Wilson and Berry: 20}.

History and themes

Associations: Commonwealth 
Government

Murdoch, JS

Condition
Good (partially disturbed, well preserved).

External Integrity
Substantially intact/some intrusions.

Context
Set at the edge of the parade ground precinct but5 on the axis of Dampier Rd which gives it prominence.
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Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Developing local, regional and national economies

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Treating what ails Australians

Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme building local hospitals

Other PAHT Subtheme: Preparing to face invasion

Statement of Significance:
Hospital Administration Block, HMAS Cerberus is significant to the Mornington 
Peninsula Shire because:
- of the building's long association with this important Naval training base, as one 
its essential functions built early in its development ( Criterion A4);
- for its high external integrity and its representation of a distinct type within the 
base, although sharing some of the stylistic attributes and materials ( Criterion 
D2);
- for its design contribution to the architectural character of the base and its 
prominence at the end of Dampier Rd ( Criterion F1); and
- for its embodiment of the memories of the huge number of civilians and military 
who attended the hospital ( Criterion G1).

Tree Controls Apply?: No

Planning Scheme Protection? recommended

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate Registered as part of group

National Trust Register? Registered as part of group

Recommendations

External Paint Controls Apply? No

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Good example of type

Design or technological achievement

Social significance

A.4

D.2

F.1

G.1
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References
Barnard, 2000, Hastings District Heritage Study Stage 2 Environmental History
Wilson and Berry, 1991. `The Historic Grounds and Gardens of HMAS Cerberus';
Dept. of Housing & Construction Conservation Study 1981 and extensions 1985 summary. (DHC) 
cite:

Documentation

Recommendation
The following general management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance 
where the contributory element at the site is the Hospital which is both contributory to the Parade 
Ground Group and the base, with emphasis on fabric from or near the construction date.

- to conserve and enhance the place where enhancement would include replacement of any known 
missing original or early components in the exterior or setting;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of the building, particularly its visual contribution to the 
parade ground;
- to ensure that new works within the place are visually recessive and related to the building in 
terms of form, size, materials and placement and do not obscure original significant external fabric;  
and
- to maintain the place's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further historical 
findings and preservation of its memorials;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the  site, followed by the 
creation of an incorporated plan for better management in the planning scheme.

The land is owned by the Commonwealth and is thus not subject to State law. Council could include
the place in the planning scheme in readiness for any change of ownership and/or seek assurances 
from the Commonwealth that the place will be protected. Registration on the National Estate 
Register ensures referral to the Australian Heritage Commission but their recommendations are not 
binding.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? Yes
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Name of place Westoaks, farm house & garden
242

Other Names
Addres Baxter Tooradin Road

Somerville

Map (Melway) 107D4

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Shire

Creation date(s): 1893c, 1915c

154

Site Type: Farm house & garden

Description:

This a relatively large and architecturally distinctive but conservative Edwardian-
era  weatherboard house, with hipped and gabled corrugated iron clad roof form, 
return timber framed verandah with timber brackets, timber eaves brackets and 
rosettes, and brick chimneys topped with ornamental cement cornices. The 
house yard contains large and semi-mature Monterey pines (the large example 
at the gate is 20m high), one large and one smaller oak near the house, and an 
`Arbutus sp.'.

Mature trees related to the construction period of the building aid in the period 
expression and cultural significance of the place as indicators of age and period.

Description

Condition
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History
This property (now CA 29G Frankston parish, 42 acres) was selected as CA29E 
by William E Rowe, a Hawthorn farm labourer,  in 1878 { PP}. The parish survey 
carried out by LB Counsel, showed the pre-selection block as CA29 parts A&B 
each of 132 acres, noted as `inferior pasture land moderately timbered' { 
Bennett: 77}.  

Rowe's selection survey plan of 1878 stated that the land was nearly flat, 
medium quality soil, sandy, and poorly grassed with stunted timber. In 1881 he 
applied to convert his license (53 acres) to a Crown Grant, stating that it was 
inclosed with a post and wire fence, had a dam measuring 40 x 107 feet, 10.1/2 
acres of cultivated land and 4 acres under oats. He lived on the adjoining 
selection where he had 6.1/2 acres of crops {PP}. 

When Rowe's selection survey of the adjoining CA29D was carried out in 1877, 
the land there was described as medium quality clayey, with middling pasture, 
thinly timbered with gum and peppermint. One year later Rowe had improved 
this lot, carrying out fencing, garden and crop cultivation and erecting a 2 room 
house (24'x12') of wattle & daub, shingle roof and a shed (24' x 16') and stable 
(12'x12') with basket weave walls and thatched roof. Rowe was rated in 1882-3 
for part 29A&B (100 acres) plus a house.

He obtained a grant for both lots in 1886. Then his rate valuation rose from £18 
to £25 (reduced on appeal): the land was 100 acres and known as 29D&E with 
`houses' (possibly the first section of this house).  The Black 1891 survey of the 
area showed some fence lines and native forest but no agriculture or buildings 
except for a small building facing Golf Links Rd to the north: this may have been 
Rowe's first hut.

Ralph H Jackson purchased the Westoaks part of Rowe's holding in 1886-7, 
leaving Rowe with 37 acres being CA29D.   Mrs Sarah Jackson was rated for the 
52 acres through the late 1880s early 1890s, selling to George Dryden c1893-4.  
The rated value rose dramatically c1893, from £25 to £60 indicating that this may 
have been when this house was built. The land size also reduced to 42 acres but 
after 1895 the annual valuation stayed at £35 for near 20 years { RB}. 

History and themes

Externally, good (partially disturbed, well preserved).

External Integrity
Externally, substantially intact/some intrusions.

Context
Set at the social centre of Baxter with the hall and church opposite in open flat agricultural land.
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Dryden was termed a gentleman of 4 Hastings Rd, Upper Hawthorn, making him 
more likely to have been the builder of this house. He mortgaged the property to 
Ellen Bice in 1893. In c1896-7 Dryden sold to orchardist, William McArthur, who 
commenced a long tenure. The property was in the name of Elizabeth McArthur 
of Ailsa, Mt Alexander Rd, Ascot Vale. Her death in 1915 meant the property 
reverted to her husband, William, and was sold on to Mrs Henrietta E Roberts of 
Wattle Tree Rd, Malvern { RB, VTO}. The annual valuation rose again to £45, 
indicating a possible renovation: the verandah appears to be of the Edwardian-
era.

Reborn as CA29G of Frankston parish the property was granted to orchardist 
George Augustus Collett of Baxter in 1946 as a soldier settlement allotment for 
£740. This was after what must have been a long leasehold period stretching 
back to 1919. Within months it had been resold to a poultry farmer DR Jamieson. 
After a series of mortgages, a subdivision followed in 1963. The aerial view of 
1951 appears to show the surrounding area as bushland with a clearing for the 
Westoaks house yard.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Engaging in primary production

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Unspecified primary industry

Associations: George Dryden Elizabeth & William 
McArthur

Henrietta E Roberts

Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme

Other PAHT Subtheme: Creating private landscape

Statement of Significance:
Westoaks, farm house & garden are significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire 
because:

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Design or technological achievement

Good example of type

Rarity or distinction among a comparable group

A.4

F.1

D.2

B.2
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- the house is a well preserved and large example of an early farm house in the 
district, distinguished by its chimneys and verandah details as well as its mature 
exotic landscape setting and particularly expressive of an early period of 
agricultural development in the Shire's history (Criterion A4, D2, F1);
- the oaks are significant as mature examples of their type and uncommon at that 
maturity within the Shire (Criterion B2).

References
Municipal Rate Books (RB);
Parish Plan (PP)- lands files 7617/19.20, 5648/19.20;
Aerial 1998: 42/98 album 1:8;
AMG near entry 339570 5770552, on opposite side of road 339597 5770530
Cadastral Plan, 2001: lot 3 LP 58427;
Barnard, 2000, Hastings District Heritage Study Stage 2 Environmental History;
Wise, `Victorian Post office Directory'. A Ralph Hornby Jackson lived in Bairnsdale in the 1890s.

Documentation

Tree Controls Apply?: Yes

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate No

National Trust Register? Recommended

Recommendations

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the contributory elements include the house and cited trees:

- to conserve and enhance these elements where enhancement would include replacement of any 
known missing original components in the setting including providing sufficient space and access to 
nutrition and light for the trees to survive;
- to conserve and enhance the visual relationship between the above contributory elements at the 
place;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of these contributory elements;
- to ensure that new planting and structures within the place are visually recessive and related in 
terms of form, size, type and placement; 
- to maintain the place's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further historical 
findings;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the  site, followed by the 
creation of an incorporated plan for better management in the planning scheme.

External Paint Controls Apply? Yes

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? Yes
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Assessed By: Graeme Butler, Francine Gilfedder

47 of 529Graeme Butler & Associates, 2001 Volume 1:  Appendix 1:



Hastings District Heritage Places

Name of place Baxter Presbyterian church & hall, now Seventh Heaven
243

Other Names Baxter Presbyterian church & hall

Addres Baxter Tooradin Road
Baxter

Map (Melway) 107D5

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Shire

Creation date(s): 1913c

205

Site Type: Church

Description:

This pair of gabled weatherboard buildings have an obvious ecclesiastical link, 
with the pointed windows and main entry door alluding to a simple form of Gothic 
revival. The church and hall have corrugated iron clad roofs with carved finials  
set in the apex of each. The church main elevation has window lights with 
borders and toplights while the door has added glazing in the top panels. A 
transverse wing has been attached to the rear of the church.

What is assumed to the church hall has an unrelated porch adde to the front but 
is otherwise similar to the church, but simpler.

Description

Condition
good (partially disturbed, well preserved)
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History
Historical background 

Places of worship, like schools, were important focal points for early communities 
and many small groups of settlers met in private homes or school buildings, or 
shared halls between denominations in order to have somewhere to share their 
faith. Building churches often represented an enormous community effort, as well 
as providing places that were important to several generations as places of 
communion. Given the small scale of several of the communities in the study 
area, there were many churches built in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. 
Valda Cole has outlined the history of many of these churches in `Western Port 
Pioneers and Preachers'. Early congregations sometimes managed to be 
granted reserves on which to build their churches. Others relied on gifts of land 
from local parishioners or had to purchase the blocks on which they built them. 
As the communities and populations of the study area have evolved and 
changed, so have their places of worship. While some early church buildings 
have closed, been moved, or turned to other purposes, new buildings have been 
constructed and old ones added to. Some of the new churches represent shifts 
in the kinds of congregations resident in the study area { Barnard, 2000}.

Specific History 

This site (1.8ha) was sold to the Presbyterian Church Trusts Corporation in 1893 
by William Henderson, as part of his subdivision of Crown Allotment 28A, 
Frankston parish. This estate (LP 3220) had 12 five-acre lots varying from 
narrow front blocks facing the Baxter Tooradin Rd to broader blocks onto 
Hendersons Rd. The subdivision plan was declared by JF Cleeland in 1890 and 
stamped in April 1891. At the other end of their life, nearly 100 years later, the 
church and land were sold to Wayne Poulton of Mornington in 1992.

Valda Cole writes of the activities of the Church of England and Presbyterian 
Pastoral Aid Society (1874-85) which fostered the cooperation between the two 
churches. This resulted in shared buildings on the Peninsula during their period 
of operation and the construction of new churches after it ceased. An example of 
a shared Protestant Church was at Merricks township on a Crown Grant of 1868: 
the church built there was active in the early 1880s under  Church of England 

History and themes

External Integrity
substantially intact/some intrusions

Context
Set in open pasture, on the side of a busy road, opposite the early farming property of Westoaks.
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and Presbyterian trustees. Combined services continued until 1913 { Cole: 66-7}. 
A place of worship for the Church of England at Baxter was established after 
WW1 { Cole: 110}.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Forming associations

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Making places for worship

Associations: Presbyterian Church 
Trusts Corporation

Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme Worshipping - establishment of local churches and 
congregations

Other PAHT Subtheme: Forming associations

Statement of Significance:
Seventh Heaven, former Baxter Presbyterian church & hall at Baxter is significant 
to the Shire because:
- the church and hall have been a centre of Christian activity in the area over a 
long period (Criterion A4, G1);
- the church is an externally well preserved and typical example of a rural place of 
worship (Criterion D2) ;

Tree Controls Apply?: No

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate No

National Trust Register? Recommended

Recommendations

External Paint Controls Apply? No

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Social significance

Good example of type

A.4

G.1

D.2
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References
Barnard, 2000, Hastings District Heritage Study Stage 2 Environmental History;
Land Victoria historic plan collection -Map from 1913
Municipal Rate Books (RB) 
parish plan;
Victorian Titles Office (VTO) LP3220,
Cole: 63-9, 4, 17, 53, 120, 184, 186, 208, 213, 214

Documentation

Recommendation
The following general management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance 
where the contributory elements at the site are the two buildings.

- to conserve and enhance the place where enhancement would include replacement of any known 
missing original or early components in the house exterior or setting;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of the house;
- to ensure that new works within the place are visually recessive and related to the house in terms 
of form, size, materials and placement and do not obscure original significant external fabric; 
- to maintain the place's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further historical 
findings;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the  site, followed by the 
creation of an incorporated plan for better management in the planning scheme.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler, Francine Gilfedder

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? Yes
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Name of place Lysaght Australia Western Port Bay steel works
281

Other Names Western Port Works BHP Steel complex

Addres Bayview Road
Hastings

Map (Melway) 155D8

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Regional

Creation date(s): 1972c-

off

Site Type: Factory or workshop

Description:

This large industrial complex, like the others adjoining,  replaced extensive 
orchards when it was built in the 1970s. 

This plant consisted of:
Wharf area and warehouse;
Administration Block;
Pay office and medical centre;
Amenities Block;
Main Store;
Maintenance Services complex;
Warehouse building;

Description
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History
Historical background  

Esso established a refinery in accordance with the `Western Port Development 
Act 1967'  and Lysaght (later BHP) Steelworks at Long Island were established 
after the passing of the `Western Port (Steelworks) Act 1970'.  BHP's complex 
became the main centre for steel production in Victoria. Development of the 

History and themes

Shearing and Milling Lines Building;
Galvanising Line;
Temper Mill;
Annealing Furnaces Building;
Five Strand Cold Reduction Mill;
Pickle line;
Acid regeneration and water treatment area; and
Storm water lagoon.

Most of these structures are simple, gabled in form, sheet metal clad and on one 
level; they are linked by roadways and tramways to the large wharf complex on 
Western Port Bay.  Nevertheless they clearly express a process. 

The exception is the architect designed administration offices which is in a 
typical International Modern corporate style (designer unknown), with large 
glazed areas, rectilinear plan forms and elevations, and associated designed 
landscape. It resembles the nearby BP administration building in approach and 
both buildings would have appeared uncommon among the rural environs when 
erected. There are also tree lines although not the intended landscape belt (see 
history).

Detailed inspection of the site is required and is outside of the scope of this 
study.

Mature and extensive Monterey pine rows line fences on the perimeter land as 
an indication of the former orchard use of the land.

Condition
Externally, good (partially disturbed, well preserved).

External Integrity
Externally, substantially intact/some intrusions.

Context
Part of a major industrial development area, associated with the opening up of Western Port Bay as the major deep 
water port in the State. It also adjoins environmentally valuable salt marshes along the coast.
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industrial complex, particularly the BHP Steel works involved some land 
reclamation in the Tyabb coastal area { Barnard, 2000}. The deep water port and 
access to a large and cheap energy source (Bass Strait gas and oil field), 
encouraged the development of Western Port for large scale industry. From near 
zero shipping traffic, 77 tankers visited the port 1966-7 carrying over one million 
tons, with a further 118 handling three times the weight of petroleum product in 
just three months of mid 1971 { VYB 1973: 238}. 

Specific History 

As the third stage of Western Port region's massive industrial development (BP 
and Esso/BHP had come before),  the site was developed for John Lysaght 
(Australia) Ltd on 2000 acres in a plan which was estimated to eventually cost an 
estimated $1200 million. The first stage was a cold reduction mill built c1972, 
costing around $92 million, with anti-pollution and recycling expenditure alone 
costing over $4 million. The company planned to plant a 500 feet wide plantation 
between the plant and the road to assimilate the complex into the landscape. 
Natural gas would climate any perceivable atmospheric discharge and the noise 
from the plant was said to be negligible. The raw materials were to come from 
roll-on roll-off cargo ships, awaiting further developments. The wharf construction 
(1972) was to be by the company but the State would dredge the channel.

This complex replaced extensive orchards shown there in aerial views of the 
1950s. Valda Cole recalls that in 1896 John D & Mary Grant married and moved 
into a new house on a block purchased by his father, James, at the north west 
corner of the Frankston-Flinders Road with Denham Rd in the 1880s { Cole, 
2001}.  The property became known as Fairfield Nurseries, expanding to 300 
acres and holding many rows of Monterey cypress and Monterey pines to protect 
the fruit trees- most planted in the 1920s. Many remain today. Grants carried on 
orcharding there until their properties were acquired for industry in the 1960s as 
a buffer zone.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Developing an Australian manufacturing capacity

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Manufacturing  and Processing

Associations: John Lysaght 
Australia Ltd

Broken Hill Proprietary 
Ltd

Significance

Environmental History theme

Other PAHT Subtheme:
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Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Statement of Significance:
The former Lysaght Australia Western Port Bay steel works is significant to the 
Mornington Peninsula Shire because: 
- it is the site of a major industrial complex of its era (1970s) judged within Victoria 
and remains the largest purpose-built single complex in the region  (Criterion B2); 
- its Western Port Bay location, as determined by the deep water port access 
available there in contrast to the confined  and  dangerous passage for the large 
oil tankers through Port Phillip, highlighted the natural advantages of the Western 
Port for heavy industry and was the beginning of an era of major industrial 
development there (Criterion A4);
- the administration offices are externally well preserved good examples of 
international corporate design (Criterion F1) .

Tree Controls Apply?: Yes

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended once an incorporated plan is completed

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate Recommended

National Trust Register? Recommended

Recommendations

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the main contributory elements are the cited buildings and structures,  plus related fabric and 
planting from the 1970s.

- to conserve and enhance the precinct and its landscape setting;
- to conserve and enhance the public appreciation of the precinct;
- to ensure that new structures or planting in the precinct do not adversely affect the heritage 
significance of the place; 

External Paint Controls Apply? Yes

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? Yes

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Rarity or distinction among a comparable group

Design or technological achievement

A.4

B.2

F.1
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References
Hastings Western Port Historical Society (HWPHS) 3.8.1;
Barnard, 2000, Hastings District Heritage Study Stage 2 Environmental History: cites Western Port 
Regional Planning and Co-ordination Committee, `Hastings Port Industrial Area Landuse Structure 
Plan', 1996;
`Victoria's Playground The Westernport Region' 1971;
Aerial views 1950s-70s;
Valda Cole, 2001: letter received 24/4/01.

Documentation

- to maintain the precinct's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further 
historical findings;
- to encourage further inspection of the site to demarcate surviving significant elements;
- to encourage the preparation of a comprehensive conservation management plan for the precinct, 
followed by the creation of an incorporated plan prior to inclusion in the planning scheme.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler, Francine Gilfedder
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Name of place Cork oak & stone pine
603

Other Names `Quercus suber', `Pinus pinea'

Addres Bayview St
Balnarring Beach

Map (Melway) 193A11

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Shire

Creation date(s): 1920s

 65, 6

Site Type: Specimen tree(s)

Description:

A rare cork oak, with some Monterey cypress, and a rare stone pine lie within 
the land formerly attached to the Palmers Hill (now in 61) farming property. The 
land is currently being redeveloped but reputedly the cork oak has been 
preserved within part of the new residential development.

Mature trees related to the construction period of the building aid in the period 
expression and cultural significance of the place as indicators of age and period. 
These trees reflect the previous farming use of the land which is now beach 
house sites.

Description

Condition
good (partially disturbed, well preserved)
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History
These trees are on land which was part of Crown portion 37 Balnarring parish 
plan.   This Crown portion was granted to J Palmer in 1861 as an 100 acre 
allotment. 

The trees were on a 4 acre lot (23) which was subdivided into 7 lots in 1958-9 by 
surveyor, Ronald F Fallow acting under instructions from WP  Grenville Hiscock. 
Then the property was held by Estelle M Slater, formerly of Palmers Hill at 
Merricks (this property) but was now of the former Grimwade property, 
Westerfield, in Robinsons Road, Frankston { VTO}.

The previous owner of the 4 acre property from 1925 was Mrs Helen Dorothea  
Wood of Glen Eira Road, Caulfield. She also held a number of other lots in the 
Balnarring Beach Estate as well as the (now 84 acre) farm from which the estate 
had come. The estate itself had been created in 1923 for James Balmain of 
Coolart as a subdivision of Crown allotments 29-31, 36-8, 38a and part 28 (LP 
9584). 

She was the rated owner-occupier from 1925-6. For a brief time before that date, 
Ernest N Wood was rated as the owner of estate allotments and the farm from 
c1923 but he does not appear in the land transactions { RB}. It is probable that 
the oak and stone pine were planted in the establishment of the Wood house 
and garden in the 1920s.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Developing cultural institutions and ways of life

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Creating private landscape

History and themes

Associations: Ernest N Wood? Helen Dorothea Wood Estelle M Slater

Significance

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme

Other PAHT Subtheme:

External Integrity
substantially intact/some intrusions

Context
Set to the east of the original house yard and now set within confined spaces within recent housing but visible in part 
from the beach area.
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Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

Statement of Significance:
The cork oak & stone pine in Bayview St are significant to the Shire because:
- they are both rare within the mature exotic landscape of the Shire and the 
Balnarring Beach area (Criterion B2);
- they recall the once extensive planted area associated with the Palmers Hill 
homestead which provided the basis for the present residential development here 
(Criterion A4).

Tree Controls Apply?: Yes

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate No

National Trust Register? Recommended

Recommendations

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the contributory elements include  the oak and the pine:

- to conserve and enhance the trees where enhancement would include replacement of any known 
missing original components in the setting including providing sufficient space and access to 
nutrition and light for the trees to survive;
- to conserve and enhance the visual relationship between the above contributory elements at the 
place;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of these contributory elements;
- to ensure that new planting and structures within the place are visually recessive and related in 
terms of form, size, type and placement; 
- to maintain the place's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further historical 
findings;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the  site, followed by the 
creation of an incorporated plan for better management in the planning scheme.

External Paint Controls Apply? No

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? No

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Rarity or distinction among a comparable group

Association with important events or historical themes

B.2

A.4
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References
Barnard, 2000, Hastings District Heritage Study Stage 2 Environmental History;
Municipal Rate Books (RB)
LP9584
Victorian Titles Office (VTO) V4781 F956008

Documentation

Assessed By: Graeme Butler, Francine Gilfedder
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Name of place Tyabb Waterholes
632

Other Names Bembridge golf course

Addres Bembridge Road
Somerville

Map (Melway) 149K1

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Shire

Creation date(s): 1870s, pre

off

Site Type: Water Supply/ Dam

Description:

Shown on 1858 plan as `good pasture' and potential fresh water reserve, it is 
covered in part by the Bembridge golf course and the rest by private farms. The 
site is traversed by the Watson Creek and the Queens Road drain, merging into 
coastal bushland on the east. Today's public view reveals only a water hazard in 
the golf course as symbolic of the former watering place.

Description

Condition
Externally, poor.

External Integrity
Externally, substantially changed/major intrusions.

Context
Open farming land, flat, with some residual native flora in the form of scrub.
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History
The State Rivers and Water Supply Commission instituted the Mornington 
Peninsula Water Supply System in 1915 when the Naval Base (later HMAS 
Cerberus) was being constructed at Crib Point and the Commonwealth 
Government wanted to ensure water supplies to it. Long before this, when 
government surveyors had marked out parish plans in the area, they had 
reserved areas for water reserves, particularly around waterholes, such as the 
Tyabb water holes { Barnard, 2000}.

The first European tracks in the study area linked the main pastoral properties, 
coming from Frankston via Carrup Carrup and Bunguyan to Coolart and also 
from Dandenong, via Bunguyan. A surveyor's map of 1858, prepared by Michael 
Callanan, shows 'dray tracks' from both directions crossing at King's Bunguyan 
Pre-emptive right, near the present site of Tyabb.   By 1865, when Cox surveyed 
Western Port, there was also a track to Sandy Point.  By 1874, when a map of 
the County of Mornington was published, another track crossed from Mount 
Martha to intersect with a track from Arthur's Seat, via what would become Red 
Hill, at Coolart.  These tracks prefigured the layout of the Frankston-Flinders, 
Balnarring and Dromana Roads. As with the aboriginal routes that had preceded 
them, early tracks followed the easiest or most convenient routes between focal 
places, such as pastoral stations, water holes and coastal stopping places and 
the interior { Barnard, 2000}.

The 1873 Run Plan showed the `Tyab Waterholes Proposed Reserve for Water'  
(739 acres) as a group of three large oval shaped holes in `good pasture', east of 
the of the line of Tyabb Tooradin Road, north of the line of Bembridge Road and 
south of the line of South Boundary East Rd. There were three smaller  holes on 
the south closer to Watsons Creek. The creek itself was shown as an inlet , 
tapering to a creeklet, with `scrub & heath' vegetation. Below them was `sandy 
soil, inferior pasture'. Further south was another water reserve between the line 
of Lumeah and Yaringa Roads.
 
The 1891 Black feature plan of the area shows the area as part of a linear public 
reserve facing Watsons Inlet and Western Port Bay which included Quail Island. 
The 1873 extent of the reserve had already been reduced by private lands. Then 
Watsons Creek was called the Buningnaring Creek. Close by on the north, west 
and south, were private holdings with cultivated areas shown.

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

History and themes

Associations: Colonial Government
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Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Providing  services

PAHT Subtheme: Providing  water

Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme

Other PAHT Subtheme:

Statement of Significance:
The Tyabb Waterholes site is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire 
because  (although changed) :
-this place has been associated with the early pastoral history of the peninsula 
during the 1850s and possibly earlier as a watering place for squatter's stock 
(Criterion A4);
- the place has been set aside over time for its environmental worth as a public 
reserve (although now alienated), attached to the coastal strip (Criterion A4, G1).

Tree Controls Apply?: No

Planning Scheme Protection? No

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate No

National Trust Register? Recommended

Recommendations

Recommendation
Further work is required to establish the connection of the existing landforms on the site with the 
water holes shown on early plans. Then reassess the site for potential planning scheme controls 
over the landscape and land use.

External Paint Controls Apply? No

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? No

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Social significance

A.4

G.1
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References
Land Victoria historic plan collection (CPO) Run Plan 172A;
Barnard, 2000, Hastings District Heritage Study Stage 2 Environmental History

Documentation

The following suggested management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of 
Significance where the contributory elements include  land and any surviving water holes or 
streams:

- to conserve and enhance the place where enhancement would include reclamation of the land as 
a public reserve attached to existing the coastal reserve and removal of structures and exotic 
vegetation;
- to conserve and enhance the visual relationship between the above contributory elements at the 
place;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of these contributory elements and their setting;
- to ensure that any new planting is indigenous to the place; 
- to maintain the place's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further historical 
findings.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler, Francine Gilfedder
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Name of place Shand orchard house, trees
358

Other Names Kentucky?

Addres Bittern Dromana Road
Merricks North

Map (Melway) 161K11

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Shire

Creation date(s): 1915c, 1922c

212

Site Type: Orchard house

Description:

This is an Edwardian-era weatherboard, Dutch-hip roofed farm house with 
timber framed verandah decorated with a rickrack pattern timber frieze. The 
mature garden has 3 Canary Island palms, Monterey cypress rows (some 
golden variety) around the garden perimeter and an oak among many other 
related specimens.

Mature Canary Island palms are distinctive visually as well as highly indicative of 
Edwardian-era and inter-war garden planting styles. They are also uncommon 
within the Shire compared to the broad landscape which is well populated with 
conifer rows and individual gardens which commonly exhibit trees planted after 
WW2. A number of specimens have been identified in this study because of this 

Description
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History
Historical background

`Orchards have been the most predominant land use in the Study Area, covering 
much of the land from Somerville to Red Hill. Some of the earliest selectors in 
the area, who took up their blocks in the 1860s and 1870s, planted the first fruit 
trees. Apples and pears were the main fruits grown, although berries and stone 
fruit were also grown in the Red Hill area. Many family names of original 
selectors are still associated with the study area, the descendants of the first 
selectors still continuing to work the land settled by their ancestors. Some of 
these first selectors became well-known as orchardists and nurserymen and 
played prominent local roles in establishing cool stores and community services 
in their local areas. Fruit, particularly apples, from the study area was exported 
overseas as well as catering to the domestic market.

The Shepherd family were amongst those who selected land in the Parish of 
Tyabb. W.H.. Shepherd took up block 14 Parish of Tyabb in the 1860s and 
planted an orchard. In 1886 the Shepherd family  were one of four local 
orchardists to exhibit fruit at the Colonial and Indian Exhibition in London. The 
other three were William Brunning, J. Holt And Thomas Thornell. In the 1940s 
the Shepherd family operation moved to Moorooduc, when they purchased part 
of the old Two Bays Nursery. The Shepherd family continue to operate this fruit 
and exotic tree nursery. 
The Victorian orchard industry expanded around the turn of the century, aided by 
a government export bonus and an encouragement planting scheme.   The 
construction of the Stony Point railway line in 1889 was an added boon to local 
orchardists as it offered accessible and regular transport to Melbourne. 
Refrigerated cool stores, which appeared in the first decades of the twentieth 
century also aided the orchard industry. By this time it was estimated that around 

History and themes

rarity within the broad landscape. The other mature trees relate to the 
construction period of the building and aid in the period expression and cultural 
significance of the place as indicators of age and period.

Condition
Externally, good (partially disturbed, well preserved).

External Integrity
Externally, substantially intact/some intrusions.

Context
This house is in a hilly well treed area, with mature conifer rows indicating its long term orchard connection. The 
adjoining attic-style house on the west (214) is similar in period and style, with a Greek Spiral verandah frieze (Far 
Eastern version), and is notable. To the east is an old gateway with the sign `Fern dell'. Major contributory part of 
Merricks North Orchard Group Precinct.

66 of 529Graeme Butler & Associates, 2001 Volume 1:  Appendix 1:



Hastings District Heritage Places

60,000 cases of fruit annually were produced in the Somerville, Tyabb and 
Baxter district { Barnard, 2000}.

By 1917 there were approximately 2,070 acres of bearing trees and 999 acres of 
non bearing trees in the districts of Somerville, Tyabb and Hastings. Even in 
1960, orchards provided the main source of income in the Shire , when 
approximately 3,000 acres were still planted with apples and pears and 380,000 
cases of apples and 30,000 cases of pears were produced annually.   Pressure 
to subdivide rural land into hobby farms, residential areas and other primary 
production uses has led to a reduction in the acreage devoted to orchards in 
recent decades. Nevertheless even ten years ago a large proportion of Victoria's 
apples still came from the Mornington Peninsula. In 1988/89 the former Shire of 
Hastings was the second most significant local government area for orchards in 
Victoria. At that time there were still 625 ha of land in the Shire devoted to 
orchards, compared with 859 in the former Shire of Lilydale { Barnard, 2000}.  

Specific History 
This land (CA 14A, 121 acres) was leased from the crown by Frankston farmer, 
James Davey, from 1867. Many years later 61 acres of the lot were owned by 
John Shand an orchardist of Red Hill. Shand had built a house or `buildings' on 
the site by the 1915-16 rate, increasing the annual value from £20 to £50. Some 
time in 1922 Shand made further improvements to the property, raising the 
annual value to £80. 

Around 1924 the property passed through a succession of names, including 
Allan Murray-Jones but ended up with Geoffrey William Brown as the owner-
occupier. By WW2, Brown's address was care of Perry & Co, 364 Collins St, 
Melbourne { RB}. Brown was the first locally endorsed candidate for the Liberal 
Party after the branch formation in 1949 { BHS 1998: 9}.

The present house lot of 7085m2 was created in 1980. The 1957 aerial view 
shows many orchards around this area.

Shand
One (timber) mill that operated in the Red Hill-Main Ridge area in the 1880s was 
Shand's Mill, operated by John Shand. Later, his son John bought a steam 
traction engine and ran three mills, two in Red Hill. One was located in 
Callanan's road and one on the corner of Stanley and Red Hill Roads, on 
property that was later owned by the Holmes. Shand's business was later sold to 
Vic Holmes { Barnard, 2000}.

Associations: John Shand Geoffrey William 
Brown
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Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Engaging in primary production

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Fruit growing

Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme orchards and coolstores

Other PAHT Subtheme:

Statement of Significance:
The Shand orchard house and mature exotic trees are significant to the 
Mornington Peninsula Shire because:
- the combination of a well preserved and large Edwardian-era orchard house in 
its landscape setting is both unusual in the Shire and indicative of an important 
historical theme (Criterion A4, B2);
- the landscape components of Canary Island palms and other mature exotics are 
uncommon within the Shire (Criterion B2);
- the house has associations with some well known local identities such as Shand 
and Brown (Criterion H1); and
- the house and trees are contributory to an important local group of active and 
former orchard complexes.

Tree Controls Apply?: Yes

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate No

National Trust Register? Recommended

Recommendations

External Paint Controls Apply? Yes

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Good example of type

Rarity or distinction among a comparable group

Association with important person or group

A.4

D.2

B.2

H.1
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References
M Karney Comments Sheet Feb 1999 - local timber miller, J Shand house, later J Brown;
Balnarring & District Historical Society (BHS) `Balnarring Byways and Memories', 1998. `The Story 
of Fenton Hall': map I
Municipal Rate Books (RB)
Parish Plan - lands file 7933/33 (Victorian Public Records Office (VPRO))
Aerial 1998 (3-78)

Documentation

Recommendation
The following general management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance 
where the contributory elements at the site are the house and cited trees.

- to conserve and enhance the place where enhancement would include replacement of any known 
missing original or early components in the house exterior or landscape setting;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of the house;
- to ensure that new works within the place are visually recessive and related to the house in terms 
of form, size, materials and placement and do not obscure original significant external fabric; 
- to ensure that new landscape within the place is visually recessive and related to the existing 
mature trees in terms of form and placement and do not obscure  or physically crowd significant 
existing specimens;
- to maintain the place's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further historical 
findings;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the  site, followed by the 
creation of an incorporated plan for better management in the planning scheme.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler, Francine Gilfedder

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? Yes
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Name of place Merricks North Orchard Group Precinct
661

Other Names
Addres Bittern Dromana Road

Merricks North

Map (Melway) 161-2

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Shire

Creation date(s): 1900s-

off

Site Type: Orchard group

Description:

This is a distinctive landscape area made so by the mature exotic trees 
(Monterey pines and cypress) along the road and paddock boundaries, as well 
as specimen mature exotics in adjoining gardens (palms, oaks) and associated 
Edwardian-era houses and outbuildings. There is also an active orchard 
complex to the north in Craig Avon Road. Mature trees related to the 
construction period of the associated buildings aid in the period expression and 
cultural significance of the place as indicators of age and period.
 
The following are contributory elements:

Trees at Kingston Park Stud, farm complex, 187 Bittern Dromana Road, 

Description
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History
Historical background
`Orchards have been the most predominant land use in the Study Area, covering 
much of the land from Somerville to Red Hill. Some of the earliest selectors in 
the area, who took up their blocks in the 1860s and 1870s, planted the first fruit 
trees. Apples and pears were the main fruits grown, although berries and stone 
fruit were also grown in the Red Hill area. Many family names of original 
selectors are still associated with the study area, the descendants of the first 
selectors still continuing to work the land settled by their ancestors. Some of 
these first selectors became well-known as orchardists and nurserymen and 
played prominent local roles in establishing cool stores and community services 
in their local areas. Fruit, particularly apples, from the study area was exported 
overseas as well as catering to the domestic market.

The Victorian orchard industry expanded around the turn of the century, aided by 
a government export bonus and an encouragement planting scheme.   The 

History and themes

Merricks North,  Melway 162A12
Kentucky & trees, 212   Bittern Dromana Road, Merricks North, Melway 161K11
House & trees 214   Bittern Dromana Road, Merricks North, Melway 161K11
Monterey pine and Cypress rows on road boundary, 212, nr,   Bittern Dromana 
Road, Merricks North, Melway 161K11
Monterey pine rows on road boundary, 203   Bittern Dromana Road, Merricks 
North, Melway 161K11
packing shed (?) 226  Bittern Dromana Road, Merricks North, Melway 161K11
Trees 226-230 Bittern Dromana Road, Merricks North, Melway 161K11
Orchard complex 2 Craig Avon Lane, Merricks North, Melway 161HJ11
Craig Avon 4 Craig Avon Lane, Merricks North, Melway 161HJ11

Mature Canary Island palms are distinctive visually as well as highly indicative of 
Edwardian-era and inter-war garden planting styles. They are also uncommon 
within the Shire compared to the broad landscape which is well populated with 
conifer rows and individual gardens which commonly exhibit trees planted after 
WW2. A number of specimens have been identified in this study because of this 
rarity within the broad landscape.

Condition
Externally, good (partially disturbed, well preserved).

External Integrity
Externally, substantially intact/some intrusions.

Context
Hilly orchard and agricultural land.
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construction of the Stony Point railway line in 1889 was an added boon to local 
orchardists as it offered accessible and regular transport to Melbourne. 
Refrigerated cool stores, which appeared in the first decades of the twentieth 
century also aided the orchard industry. By this time it was estimated that around 
60,000 cases of fruit annually were produced in the Somerville, Tyabb and 
Baxter district { Barnard, 2000}.

By 1917 there were approximately 2,070 acres of bearing trees and 999 acres of 
non bearing trees in the districts of Somerville, Tyabb and Hastings. Even in 
1960, orchards provided the main source of income in the Shire , when 
approximately 3,000 acres were still planted with apples and pears and 380,000 
cases of apples and 30,000 cases of pears were produced annually.   Pressure 
to subdivide rural land into hobby farms, residential areas and other primary 
production uses has led to a reduction in the acreage devoted to orchards in 
recent decades. Nevertheless even ten years ago a large proportion of Victoria's 
apples still came from the Mornington Peninsula. In 1988/89 the former Shire of 
Hastings was the second most significant local government area for orchards in 
Victoria. At that time there were still 625 ha of land in the Shire devoted to 
orchards, compared with 859 in the former Shire of Lilydale.  { ibid.}

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Engaging in primary production

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Fruit growing

Associations: Varies

Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme orchards and coolstores

Other PAHT Subtheme:

Statement of Significance:
Merricks North Orchard Group Precinct, including cited buildings and mature 
exotic trees, is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire because:

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Rarity or distinction among a comparable group

Association with important person or group

A.4

B.2

H.1
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- the precinct presents a combination of well preserved orchard buildings in their 
landscape setting which is both unusual in the Shire and indicative of an 
important historical theme (Criterion A4, B2);
- the landscape components of Canary Island palms, conifers, and other mature 
exotics are uncommon within the Shire and have a distinctive aesthetic value 
within the cultural sense (Criterion B2);
- the buildings have associations with some well known local identities such as 
Shand and Brown (Criterion H1).

References
Barnard, 1999

Documentation

Tree Controls Apply?: Yes

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate No

National Trust Register? Recommended

Recommendations

Recommendation
The following general management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance 
where the contributory elements in the precinct are the cited buildings and mature exotic trees.

- to conserve and enhance the place where enhancement would include replacement of any known 
missing original or early components in the buildings' exteriors or landscape settings;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of the above elements;
- to ensure that new works within the place are visually recessive and related to the cited elements 
in terms of form, size, materials and placement and do not obscure original significant external 
fabric; 
- to ensure that new landscape within the place is visually recessive and related to the existing 
mature trees in terms of form and placement and do not obscure  or physically crowd significant 
existing specimens;
- to maintain the precinct's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further 
historical findings.
- to prepare a conservation management plan is created for the precinct and an incorporated plan 
developed for inclusion in the scheme.

All of the conifer tree lines have been covered by a VPO (map30).

External Paint Controls Apply? No

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? Yes
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Assessed By: Graeme Butler, Francine Gilfedder
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Name of place Brunning's farm house and trees (Chinese fan  palm, 
Norfolk Island pine, palms)
107

Other Names `Araucaria heterophylla', `Trachycarpus fortunei'

Addres Bungower Road
Somerville

Map (Melway) 149 A5

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Regional

Creation date(s): 1889c

 75

Site Type: Orchard complex

Description:

This is an altered weatherboard gabled farm house with brick chimneys. The 
house garden planting includes 4x `Araucaria heterophylla', `Trachycarpus  
fortunei', 2x  palms, and is related to the house period and of individual worth as 
an early collection of trees around a farm house.  These mature trees relate to 
the construction period of the building and aid in the period expression and 
cultural significance of the place as indicators of age and period. Among these 
trees are rare examples within the context of the Hastings district. The site is 
located at the south-east corner of Lower Somerville Road.

Norfolk Island pine (`Araucaria heterophylla')

Description
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History
Historical background  
Closely aligned with the orchard industry in the study area were nurseries 
established to propagate fruit and exotic trees. The best known of these is 
Brunnings Nursery. The Brunnings name has been linked nationally with 
horticulture and plant propagation since the nineteenth century. Two brothers, 
George and William, established different strands of the nursery business, 
specialising in fruit trees at Somerville and flowers, trees and shrubs and seeds 
and bulbs in the nurseries at St Kilda and the Melbourne area. They imported 
many exotic varieties into Victoria and George Brunning produced an early 
Victorian Nursery catalogue in 1855. 

George Brunning arrived in Victoria in 1853 and, after working as a landscape 
gardener and a stint at the Bendigo goldfields, eventually established St Kilda 
Nurseries. His brother, William, arrived in the colony in 1858 and worked with 
George for 8 years before selecting blocks 18 and 24A, Parish of Tyabb in 1866 
at Somerville and beginning a fruit tree nursery.   When William's son, John, 
carried on the business in 1891, he moved his family to the new house on the 

History and themes

`Upright with a regular branching pattern, conical form and fast growing to 100 ft 
(30 m) or more, this Norfolk Island endemic is widely planted in subtropical 
coastal regions. The plants are wind tolerant, retaining their quite vertical and 
symmetrical habit even in the face of incessant onshore gales, and are able to 
thrive in deep sand; they need reliable water when young, but can tolerate dry 
spells once established. It is shade tolerant when young and can be long lasting 
in pots.' { Botanica} 

Chinese fan palm `Trachycarpus fortunei'
`Moderately frost hardy, this remarkable palm has been cultivated in Europe for 
160 years, where it is prized for its exotic appearance and tolerance of cold. It 
reaches 30 ft (9 m) tall and the trunk is swathed in brownish fibre. The leaves 
are held on long stalks and are dark green above, blue-green below; dead 
leaves tend to persist as a ‘skirt’ on the tree. Dense, showy clusters of small 
yellow flowers precede the marble-sized, dark blue berries, which have a coating 
of whitish wax.' { Botanica}

Condition
Good (partially disturbed, well preserved).

External Integrity
Substantially intact/some intrusions.

Context
Set in open pasture in a group of former and current orchards.
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block in Bungower Road. The house that he built there is still standing. John 
Brunning is credited with planting out the first Jonathan apple trees in Victoria in 
1889. His business became the largest of its kind in Australia, exporting fruit 
trees to various countries. In the 1930s/1940s, the Somerville Nurseries boasted 
an acreage of 230. Brunnings' Somerville Nurseries is still operated by 
descendants of John Brunning. 
 
According to Leila Shaw the trees outside the Hastings-Western Port Historical 
Society are Lambert cypress, or Brunning's golden cypress, developed by 
George Brunning of St Kilda Nurseries, from a 'sport' or 'shoot' he discovered 
growing from a Monterey cypress opposite his first St Kilda nursery.  Lambert 
cypress, a form of what is now more commonly known as Monterey cypress, was 
planted extensively across Australia as hedge plants and shelter trees in parks in 
the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. { Barnard, 2000}

Specific history 

Rate records:
Thomas W Brunning was rated for two houses on 140 acres, part of CA38, 
Tyabb parish plan, in the 1950s.  During the 1940s the property was held by 
partners, Thomas William (known by the family as William) & George Brunning. 
Thomas (or William) was the sole rated occupier in the 1930s with a brief period 
of co-occupation with Arthur Alfred Brunning in the mid 1920s. Their father, John 
Brunning (1862-1928), held it from the mid 1890s to the late 1920s, with the 
business name John Brunning & Sons continuing past his death { Shaw, 2001}. 
In the rate year 1920-1, `lot & new house' was entered for the first time, in the 
name of Thomas William Brunning, with an annual valuation of £40 { RB}. 

Before John the owner-occupier was his father, William Brunning, who owned it 
when the house was built c1889. Then the property was rated on a £100 annual 
valuation, reducing to £70 in the following year when William's name was 
crossed out as owner-occupier and replaced with John. William  died in 1890, 
aged 53 { Macbeth: reg 9687}. Before that, in 1887-8, it was described in rate 
records as land 140 acres, buildings and an 8 acre orchard, part CA38, with an 
annual valuation of a comparatively modest £25 { RB}.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Engaging in primary production

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Fruit growing

Associations: Brunning, William Brunning, John Brunning, Thomas 
William

Other PAHT Subtheme: Creating private landscape
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Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme orchards and coolstores

Statement of Significance:
Brunning's farm house in Bungower Road is significant to the Mornington 
Peninsula Region because:
- of its close association with the pioneering orchardists and nurserymen, William, 
John, and (Thomas) William & George Brunning (Criterion H1);
- it is an early and relatively well preserved farm house and garden within the 
Hastings district and one of the key centres of the important horticultural theme 
within the Shire (Criterion A4, B2);
- of its collection of mature and uncommon trees which relate closely to its 
ownership history (Criterion B2) .

Tree Controls Apply?: Yes

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate Recommended

National Trust Register? Recommended

Recommendations

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the contributory elements include the farm house and the cited trees, with emphasis on fabric from 
or near the construction or planting date, and as secondary elements, fabric from the Brunning 
tenure:

External Paint Controls Apply? Yes

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? Yes

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Rarity or distinction among a comparable group

Association with important person or group

A.4

B.2

H.1
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References
Shaw, L 1998: 6, 191 - plan shows small William Brunning block within CA38 Briggs;
Shaw, L 1999 notes on study draft;
Municipal Rate Books (RB) Frankston & Hastings Shire; 
Parish Plan;
Shaw, L 2001: notes on final draft;
Macbeth `Federation Index..'

Documentation

- to conserve and enhance these elements where enhancement would include replacement of any 
known missing original components in the building or setting;
- to conserve and enhance the visual relationship between any contributory elements at the place;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of these contributory elements;
- to ensure that new structures or planting within the place are visually recessive and related in 
terms of form, size, materials and placement; 
- to maintain the place's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further historical 
findings;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the  site, followed by the 
creation of an incorporated plan for better management in the planning scheme.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler, Francine Gilfedder
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Name of place Thomas Brunning's farm
106

Other Names
Addres Bungower Road

Somerville

Map (Melway) 149 B4

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Shire

Creation date(s): 1919c

 83

Site Type: Orchard complex

Description:

This 1920s red brick Federation Bungalow style farm house has a hipped main 
roof, clad with Marseilles pattern terra-cotta tiles,  with projecting gabled bay and 
return timber-framed verandah. Ornament is sparing, including segment arched 
timber valences on the verandah, and half-timbering to the gable end. Chimneys 
are typically tall and plainly treated, being of red brick. 

Mature planting includes a variety of Monterey cypress or `Cupressus 
macrocarpa' (described by Leila Shaw as the Lambertiana variety), while 
nearby  packing sheds indicate the orchard or nursery use. Mature trees related 
to the construction period of the building aid in the period expression and 
cultural significance of the place as indicators of age and period.

Description
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History
Historical background 
`Closely aligned with the orchard industry in the study area were nurseries 
established to propagate fruit and exotic trees. The best known of these is 
Brunnings Nursery. The Brunnings name has been linked nationally with 
horticulture and plant propagation since the nineteenth century. Two brothers, 
George and William, established different strands of the nursery business, 
specialising in fruit trees at Somerville and flowers, trees and shrubs and seeds 
and bulbs in the nurseries at St Kilda and the Melbourne area. They imported 
many exotic varieties into Victoria and George Brunning produced an early 
Victorian Nursery catalogue in 1855. 

George Brunning arrived in Victoria in 1853 and, after working as a landscape 
gardener and a stint at the Bendigo goldfields, eventually established St Kilda 
Nurseries. His brother, William, arrived in the colony in 1858 and worked with 
George for 8 years before selecting blocks 18 and 24A, Parish of Tyabb in 1866 
at Somerville and beginning a fruit tree nursery.   When William's son, John, 
carried on the business in 1891, he moved his family to a new house on the 
block in Bungower Road. The house that he built there is still standing. John 
Brunning is credited with planting out the first Jonathan apple trees in Victoria in 
1889. His business became the largest of its kind in Australia, exporting fruit 
trees to various countries. In the 1930s/1940s, the Somerville Nurseries boasted 
an acreage of 230. Brunnings' Somerville Nurseries is still operated by 
descendants of John Brunning. 
 
According to Leila Shaw the trees outside the Hastings-Western Port Historical 
Society are Lambert cypress or Brunning's golden cypress, developed by 
George Brunning of St Kilda Nurseries, from a 'sport' or 'shoot' he discovered 
growing from a Monterey cypress opposite his first St Kilda nursery.  Lambert 
cypress, a form of what is now more commonly known as a variety of Monterey 
cypress, was planted extensively across Australia as hedge plants and shelter 
trees in parks in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries { Barnard, 2000}.

Leila Shaw also writes of this house as her own home, built in 1919 for Thomas 

History and themes

Condition
Good (partially disturbed, well preserved).

External Integrity
Substantially intact/some intrusions such as the new window in the front projecting bay (spare room). The tea tree hedge 
described by Leila Shaw seems to have been removed.

Context
Set in a agricultural landscape of former and existing orchards and close to the other Brunnings property.
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William Brunning and his wife Mary (nee Fraser) who married in 1920. She noted 
that it differed from some of the other farm houses in the area because it was of 
`double' or cavity brick: most others were timber. Her plan of the house shows 
the projecting front room as the `spare room'  with a lounge or sitting room and 
kitchen in the rooms to the south on that side. On the other side of the passage 
were two bedrooms (children's in the front) and the passage between led to the 
back verandah where the `cool cupboard' was kept along with the meat safe. It 
was half-wired as was typical for sleep-out verandahs.  A bathroom divided this 
from the last bedroom { Shaw 1998: 22-}. 

She remembered how cool it was in the summer and its insulative value in the 
winter. She also recalled the house yard, with the `beach' ti-tree hedge at the 
front and the large expanses of hand-mower trimmed lawn behind. Standard 
roses lined the drive and tanks were attached to the house on the south and east.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Engaging in primary production

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Fruit growing

Associations: Brunning, Thomas

Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme orchards and coolstores

Other PAHT Subtheme: Developing farms

Statement of Significance:
Thomas Brunning's farm in Bungower Road is significant to the Mornington 
Peninsula Region because:
- of its strong link with the regionally prominent Brunning family, known for their 
orcharding and nursery (Criterion A4, H1);
- the house and its setting are good examples of an early 20th century farm 
house and yard, made more so by the detailed  description Leila Shaw has 
provided of her life in the house and its relatively good state of preservation to 

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Good example of type

Association with important person or group

A.4

D.2

H.1
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that era (Criterion D2) .

References
Shaw, Leila 1998. `The Way We Were': 191 Thomas Brunning, 22 house plan and detailed 
descriptions of each room and its function;
TD1994:59 TW Brunning at 75 Bungower Road, 59775274
Municipal Rate Books (RB);
Parish Plan

Documentation

Tree Controls Apply?: Yes

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate Recommended

National Trust Register? Recommended

Recommendations

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the contributory elements include the farm house and the cited trees, with emphasis on fabric from 
or near the construction date:

- to conserve and enhance these elements where enhancement would include replacement of any 
known missing original components in the building or landscape setting;
- to conserve and enhance the visual relationship between any contributory elements at the place;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of these contributory elements;
- to ensure that new structures or planting within the place are visually recessive and related in 
terms of form, size, materials and placement; 
- to maintain the place's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further historical 
findings;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the  site, followed by the 
creation of an incorporated plan for better management in the planning scheme.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler Francine Gilfedder

External Paint Controls Apply? Yes

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? Yes

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? Yes
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Name of place Tyabb Public Cemetery
177

Other Names
Addres Cemetery Road

Hastings

Map (Melway) 155 D9

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Shire

Creation date(s): 1850s-

end

Site Type: Cemetery

Description:

This is a large area, with dispersed memorials mainly from the 1920s-30s era 
which also includes  the gates and the lodge. Typically for a general cemetery, 
the ground is divided into Catholic, Church of England, Presbyterian and 
Wesleyan with a small section for non-Christian burials on the north side.

Bicentennial (1988) plaques placed by the Hastings Western Port Historical 
Society Inc. (each with a brief history of the deceased) include: 
- Alex Mackay's grave, the first known official burial, 1866;
- John Watson, a Mt Eliza Road Board member, 1884; 
- the Reid family memorial 1880;
- Louisa Sutherland, 1956, 

Description
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History
Historical background 
`For the Bunurong people and for the very earliest of white settlers in the study 
area, there were no cemeteries for interring their dead. Often early settlers 
buried deceased family members on their properties. Several Brunnings babies, 
for example, are said to have been buried at 'Lemon tree Hill' at the back of the 
Brunnings block.   
Tyabb Cemetery was reserved in 1862 when the parish was being surveyed.   
Crib Point Cemetery, located just outside the perimeter of HMAS Cerberus, was 
reserved in 1915. Although the cemetery was reserved in conjunction with the 
building of the Naval base, it was made clear that the cemetery was also to be 
used for public burials. Another cemetery inside HMAS Cerberus, was 
established for Naval personnel in 1924. It is known as 'Boot Hill' { Barnard, 
2000}.

Specific History
A petition was lodged with the Colonial Government Board of Land & Work to 

History and themes

- Fred G Perrott, 1929;
- Jasper King, 1934;
- Mary Anne King, 1935;
- William Unthank, 1895;
- William Patterson, 1890;
- John O'Neil, 1893;
- James Hall, 1894;
- John Watson, 1884; and 
- Anthony Spencer, 1878.

Other markers commemorate the Hastings fishing industry. Early memorials also 
include those of the Haddock, Lothian, Jeremiah, Mairs, Alex Grieve and family, 
Ward, Thornell, Barclay,  and Morrison  families.

The 1936-7 concrete masonry shelter and a rendered masonry and wrought-iron 
gates are well preserved; there is a mature cordyline and native grasses, and 
Monterey pines on the north boundary.

Condition
Generally good

External Integrity
The shelter and gates are well preserved as are individual memorials.

Context
Set next to the bay with tree belts surrounding the reserve, isolated from the surrounding terrain.
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allow for a cemetery on lots 76 or 77. The petitioners pointed out the 
convenience of the location to the Islands and passing shipping, there being a 
good landing place for boats and a Grave marked on the 1858 survey plan near 
that location.  Among  the 50 odd petitioners were James Barclay, William 
Patterson, WH Wilson, John Lace, Charles Histwick, T Hamilton, James Hall, JT 
Williams, JW Clarke, John Thornell, Henry Thornell, James Grant, Walter E 
Jones and Thomas Cross. 

A check was made and as of February 1862 these lots were not sold and thus 20 
February the Board recommended that 6 acres be temporarily reserved from 
CA76 for use as a cemetery. This was gazetted 21 march 1862. 

A little over ten years later the chairman of trustees of Tyabb General Cemetery, 
J Hall, requested that a road be surveyed from Hastings to reach the cemetery. It 
should cross the creek on the eastern boundary of the Tyabb Township and 
continue along the creek to the cemetery.

In 1887 the Shire of Mornington informed the government that the trustees of the 
Tyabb and Frankston cemeteries had transferred their responsibilities to the 
Council. However after the creation of the new Frankston & Hastings Shire the 
Health Department was anxious to know, in 1915, if the Mornington Shire wished 
to relinquish this trust. New trustees in 1916 were AJ Alden, JM Watt, E Turner. 
Two years later HE Unthank and JD Hodgins were new trustees. Unlike many 
other rural cemetery trusts who typically remained static for many years until 
members died, by 1921 the Tyabb trustees had changed completely, now being 
WJ Oates, TH Wells, and CA Jones. This appeared to change with Council 
membership, so much so that, in 1948,  the Shire was asking the Health 
Department who the trustees were. By 1950 they had sorted it out: Cr Albert 
Alden of Tyabb, James Carpenter of Hastings and Frank Everist of Tyabb. The 
same change in membership occurred with the realisation that the Shire of 
Hastings had separated from the Hastings & Frankston in 1965. Other local 
government changes were to follow to bring the cemetery back full circle.
 
An 1891 report on the cemetery from the cemetery trust secretary James Hall, 
noted that May 1866 to July 1890 141 burials had been made, with 11 in 1889 
alone. Work done at the reserve included some pathway reshaping in the late 
1920s with a proposal to build a lodge and shelter for an estimated cost of £100 
being suggested in 1936. This was done by 1937 for a mere £40. Typically so for 
many rural cemeteries, by 1855 the place was described as in deplorable 
condition. "It is completely over-run with noxious weeds including Watsonia and 
the conditions would constitute a `blot' on any landscape". Government funding 
to the extent of £400 was needed for this type of repair. Increasing fees would 
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not do: as it was land for graves 8x4 feet cost £6, double plots cost £12. To sink 
a grave up to 6 feet was another £6.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Marking the phases of life

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Disposing of dead bodies

Associations: Tyabb Public 
Cemetery Trustees

Shire of Mornington Frankston & Hastings 
Shire

Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme

Other PAHT Subtheme:

Statement of Significance:
Tyabb Public Cemetery (reserved land,  memorials, unmarked graves, gates, 
shelter and planting )  is significant historically and socially to the Shire:
- as one of the first public reserves created in this part of the Shire (Criterion A4);
- for its long tenure as a public cemetery and the social value attached to it over 
this period (Criterion G1);
- for the structures associated with major activity at the cemetery such as the 
1930s shelter and inter-war memorials (Criterion A4);
- for the memorial plaques distributed around the cemetery as a mark of the 
historical value of the place held by local people (Criterion G1) ;
- as a repository of genealogical and historical data bound closely together with a 
sense of place (Criterion C2); and
- as a collection of examples illustrating the mason's skill over time, not exhibited 
elsewhere in the district outside of cemeteries (Criterion F1) .

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate No

Recommendations

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Research potential or of scientific interest

Social significance

Design or technological achievement

A.4

C.2

G.1

F.1

87 of 529Graeme Butler & Associates, 2001 Volume 1:  Appendix 1:



Hastings District Heritage Places

References
Barnard, 1999, Hastings District Heritage Study Stage One Environmental History: 60;
Thompson 1994: 37, 150 plaque list;
Cemetery file, Human Services;
Parish Plan

Documentation

Tree Controls Apply?: Yes

Planning Scheme Protection? recommended

National Trust Register? Recommended

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the contributory elements include the memorials and the associated plaques,  and the shelter- with 
emphasis on early fabric including the cited memorials:

- to conserve and enhance these elements where enhancement would include replacement of any 
known missing original components in the building or setting;
- to conserve and enhance the visual relationship between any contributory elements at the place;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of these contributory elements;
- to ensure that new structures or planting within the place are visually recessive and related in 
terms of form, size, materials and placement; 
- to maintain the place's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further historical 
findings.

The management of the cemetery and the associated planning permit applications should include 
the following considerations:
- you do not need a permit under the Heritage Overlay for an interment in an existing grave (i.e. a 
grave reopening) on the basis that a planning permit is not required for "repairs and routine 
maintenance which do not change the appearance of a heritage place" (clause 43.01-2);
- the need for an incorporated plan based on a conservation management plan to aid in the 
conservation management of the cemetery without causing undue bureaucratic intervention (refer 
Heritage Victoria for generic plan). 

The changing views of cemetery trustees over the years have sometimes threatened valuable 
cemetery heritage  with headstones being cleared away to aid in maintenance. As much as this 
may not be considered now there must be a safeguard to ensure the public heritage is protected.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler

External Paint Controls Apply? No

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? yes

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? No
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Name of place Wilson farm complex, trees
446

Other Names
Addres Coolart Road

Tyabb

Map (Melway) 153H10

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Shire

Creation date(s): 1926c

114

Site Type: Orchard house

Description:

This is a large weatherboard (dado) and textured stucco (upper walls) 
Federation Bungalow style farm house, with notable verandah frieze, which 
appears more typical of the Edwardian-era despite its date of the 1920s. The 
main roof is Dutch-hipped and clad with corrugated iron. The timber verandah 
returns around the corner of the house terminating on gabled projecting room 
bays with simulated half-timbering in each gable end. Grouped box bay window 
casements  are in each bay, set under a skillion form hood.

It has associated packing shed at the rear, orchard planting and a mature 
Monterey cypress hedge or wind break at the boundary along the drive. Mature 
trees related to the construction period of the building aid in the period 

Description
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History
Part of CA44 Bittern parish plan (37 acres), this was held  by Jack Harcourt  in 
the 1950s; the other part of the lot being owned by Albert Coleman. Edward 
Battern had it in the 1940s and before him Charles Eastman. Mrs Ella Wilson 
was rated for the property in the 1920s and the previous decade, the first house 
being listed there in 1926-7 { RB}. The Wilson family also held  the farm to the 
south (CA45A), the area appearing to have been subject to closer settlement.

This area still shows extensive orchard activity and was surrounded by orchards 
in the 1957 aerial photographs

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Engaging in primary production

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Fruit growing

History and themes

Associations: Ella Wilson Charles Eastman Edward Battern

Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme orchards and coolstores

Other PAHT Subtheme: Developing farms

expression and cultural significance of the place as indicators of age and period.

Statement of Significance:
The Wilson farm house and trees on Coolart Road is significant to the Mornington 

Condition
Fair (disturbed, reasonably preserved)- the house was showing lack of maintenance when viewed in 1999..

External Integrity
Substantially intact/some intrusions.

Context
Surrounded by existing and former orchards in flat farming land.

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Good example of type

Design or technological achievement

A.4

D.2

F.1
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Peninsula Shire because;
- it is an early and well preserved farm house in near to its original orchard setting 
and thus epitomises this important phase in the history of the Shire (Criterion A4, 
D2);
- the house verandah detailing is unusual for the area and shows design 
innovation for the time and locality (Criterion F1).

References
Municipal Rate Books (RB);
Parish Plan, Bittern;
Planning Application notice on site - CA44, known also as 273 Hodgins Rd (in Shire cadastral)

Documentation

Tree Controls Apply?: Yes

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate No

National Trust Register? Recommended

Recommendations

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the contributory elements include the farm house and the cited trees, with emphasis on fabric from 
or near the construction or planting date:

- to conserve and enhance these elements where enhancement would include replacement of any 
known missing original components in the building or setting;
- to conserve and enhance the visual relationship between any contributory elements at the place;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of these contributory elements;
- to ensure that new structures or planting within the place are visually recessive and related in 
terms of form, size, materials and placement; 
- to maintain the place's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further historical 
findings;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the  site, followed by the 
creation of an incorporated plan for better management in the planning scheme.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler, Francine Gilfedder

External Paint Controls Apply? Yes

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? Yes
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Name of place Unthank farm house, trees, garden
441

Other Names
Addres Coolart Road

Tyabb

Map (Melway) 153J2

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Shire

Creation date(s): 1931c

261

Site Type: Farm house & garden

Description:

This is an English Domestic Bungalow style timber house with timber strapping 
and shingles to the ends of the corrugated iron clad gabled roof form. The 
design, although typical in some of Melbourne's eastern suburbs is uncommon 
in the Hastings District where orchardists houses were often simple in design.

The landscape setting has many mature and contributory trees and includes a 
notable clipped cypress hedge at the front and side, and flowering gum, cedar, 
Monterey cypress,  a redwood,  and `Arbutus' specimens. Mature trees related 
to the construction period of the building aid in the period expression and 
cultural significance of the place as indicators of age and period. Among these 
trees are rare mature examples (redwood, arbutus) within the Hastings district

Description
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History
This property (CA 5B, Bittern parish plan) has been in the hands of the 
pioneering Unthank family since the grant to Charles Unthank in 1897. BJ 
Benton was granted CA 5A, to the north, in 1875. 

Harry Unthank had 94 acres here in 1930-1. In  the 1933-4 rate book the house 
is listed for the first time and the annual valuation rises from £33 to £45. Caroline 
Unthank had been the listed occupier of  CA 5A in 1930-1, both CA 5A&B being 
listed as owned by Dale Danby. Harry was one of the shareholders in the Tyabb 
cooperative { Shaw}.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Engaging in primary production

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Unspecified primary industry

History and themes

Associations: Harry Unthank

Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme

Other PAHT Subtheme:

Statement of Significance:
The Unthank farm house and trees on Coolart Road is significant to the 
Mornington Peninsula Shire because;

Condition
Good (partially disturbed, well preserved).

External Integrity
Substantially intact/some intrusions.

Context
Surrounded by existing and former orchards in flat farming land.

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Good example of type

Design or technological achievement

Rarity or distinction among a comparable group

A.4

D.2

F.1

B.2
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- it is an early and well preserved farm house in near to its original orchard and 
garden setting and thus epitomises this important phase in the history of the 
Shire (Criterion A4, D2);
- some of the trees are rare in the Hastings district at this maturity ( Criterion B2); 
- the house English Domestic design is unusual for the area and shows design 
innovation for the time and locality (Criterion F1).

References
Municipal Rate Books (RB);
Parish Plan - lands file 4?62/19.20;
Leila Shaw `She'll be Apples'

Documentation

Tree Controls Apply?: Yes

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate No

National Trust Register? Recommended

Recommendations

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the contributory elements include the farm house and the cited trees (clipped cypress hedge at the 
front and side, and flowering gum, cedar, Monterey cypress,  a redwood,  and `Arbutus' 
specimens), with emphasis on fabric from or near the construction or planting date:

- to conserve and enhance these elements where enhancement would include replacement of any 
known missing original components in the building or setting;
- to conserve and enhance the visual relationship between any contributory elements at the place;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of these contributory elements;
- to ensure that new structures or planting within the place are visually recessive and related in 
terms of form, size, materials and placement; 
- to maintain the place's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further historical 
findings;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the  site, followed by the 
creation of an incorporated plan for better management in the planning scheme.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler, Francine Gilfedder

External Paint Controls Apply? Yes

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? Yes

94 of 529Graeme Butler & Associates, 2001 Volume 1:  Appendix 1:



Hastings District Heritage Places

Name of place Balnarring Racecourse & Emu Plains Recreation Reserve 
& Racecourse
80

Other Names Bittern Racecourse & Public Recreation Reserve

Addres Coolart Road
Bittern West

Map (Melway) 163 G9

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Regional

Creation date(s): 1878-

off

Site Type: Racecourse

Description:

The race course, planted with exotic grasses,  is fringed with a large area of 
native forest with numerous mainly recent timber pavilions and buildings 
intermingled with trees and parking areas. The early date of the course, is 
underscored by its bushland setting which appears not have changed from its 
early history {see Bennett: 43-5}. The indigenous vegetation may also have 
natural values.

As a racecourse site, this is an early example but lacks early built fabric. Other 
early race courses such as the one at Altona (former Williamstown Race 
Course) and Ballarat are a similar age or earlier and the latter is still used for 

Description
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History
`Emu Plains Racecourse is thought to have first been used for racing in the early 
1860s and this may be confirmed by the formation of a local racing club{ 
Bennett: 43}.

`In 1863  the Hastings and Balnarring Racing Club was formed. It was not until 
1878 that the site of the (Emu Plains Racecourse)  was temporarily reserved by 
the Government. From 1882 to 1917 the club was known as the Balnarring 
Racing Club. In 1918 the name was changed to the Bittern Racing Club, then 
from 1928 to 1932, the Bittern and Emu Plains Racing Club. In 1933 it finally 
became the Balnarring Picnic Racing Club.  Picnic races at Emu Plains continue 
to be an attraction in the present day.' { Barnard, 2000}

The official file on this reserve starts in 1877 with the Flinders Shire requesting 
the Secretary of Lands to reserve CAs 100A&B (155 acres) for use as a race 
course. The site was central to a number of selections taken up later by persons 
such as W Hurley, J Davies, John Buckley, J Richardson, John Watson and P 
Meehan, some of which were to be active in the running of the racecourse in 
later years. 

The reservation was agreed to and recommended by the department in January 
1878 and a temporary gazetted later that month. The first Committee of 
Management of 1879 was: David Mairs, Henry Peddle, Alfred Downward, Henry 
Prosser, and Paul Van Suylen. Constable McCaig reported to the Lands 
Department in 1890 that: `the said reserve has been used as a racecourse for 
the past 10 years and a few cricket matches have been played there'. Some £40 
had been spent on improving the course and fencing. 

A change of focus occurred in 1897 when the regulations used since 1879 were 
changed to allow its use for military training, this being the time of the Boer War. 
The reserve was also strategically close to the Flinders Naval Base. The 
management committee then included Downward, John Buckley, Peddle,  
Thomas O'Reilly and David J Mairs. In 1908 this committee was modified to 

History and themes

racing.
Condition
Good (partially disturbed, well preserved).

External Integrity
Substantially intact/some intrusions.

Context
Surrounded by flat farmland.
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replace Peddle with John Davies, and add David Taylor and Paul Van Suylen. 
However the military use appears to have grown such that without the 
knowledge of the committee the land was acquired by the Federal Defence 
Department c1910 and later shifted into State Government hands, bypassing the 
committee. 

This led to a minor controversy  in 1920 when a returned soldier, a Mr S Hunter, 
wished to purchase the land for a farm. The Flinders Shire pointed to the Lands 
Department that the land had been used as a race course for the past 40 years, 
with at least one race meeting being held each year and much expenditure of 
time and money to maintain it. It could not be sold for farming, particularly as the 
land was poor quality. The Shire urged it be returned to local control. Hunter then 
withdrew his application and in 1924 the reserve was gazetted again, this time as 
the Bittern Racecourse & Public Recreation Reserve. The following committee 
was elected at a public meeting held April 1925: David Buckley and John 
Meehan, Balnarring farmers,  Herbert Downward, a Mornington farmer,  Michael 
Hurley, a contractor of Bittern, and Franks Stacey, a Bittern storekeeper.

By 1934 the Bittern Racing Club came under hard times, being caught by the 
World Economic Depression,  with debts of £900 meaning the sale of all of their 
improvements on the reserve. This is confirmed by the staging of a `wind-up 
smoke night' for the club at the Royal Hotel 12 October 1933. 

Five years later part of the reserve was being leased for grazing to pay for its 
upkeep.  By the late 1940s its official name was the Emu Plains Racecourse & 
Recreation Reserve and the committee was: Leslie Cavanagh, Richard Audley, 
Robert Wallace, Arthur Hodgins, and Charles Temby.

Early views in Bruce Bennett's "The Emu Plains Racing Club" show native 
vegetation and a one rail split timber fence (morticed). This must have been  in 
the 1930s as Doe's description from the 1920s stated that the `… rail consisted 
of unbarked saplings laid in the forks of other saplings, the whole distance being 
only the length of the straight, 1.1/4 furlongs. The rest of the track was marked 
with sticks each carrying a small red flag and 56 yards apart. It took about ten 
years to complete the construction of the nine furlongs with the running rail' { 
Bennett: 45}.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Organising recreation

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Playing and watching sports

Associations: Hastings and 
Balnarring Racing Club

Bittern Racing Club
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Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme

Other PAHT Subtheme: Recreating in the outdoors

Statement of Significance:
Emu Plains Recreation Reserve & Racecourse is significant to the Mornington 
Peninsula Region because:
- it is the oldest surviving race course in the region and one of the oldest in the 
State, as reinforced by the native forest setting  (Criterion A4);
- it has long associations with local recreational history and the horse training and 
racing industry (Criterion A4);
- of its associations as the setting for early military training, at the time of the Boer 
War (Criterion A4); 
- it has social value as a place known by the community and popularised in local 
publications, with a long association with local pioneers such as the Cole, Mairs, 
Vansuylen and Downward families (Criterion G1, H1).

Tree Controls Apply?: Yes

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate Recommended

National Trust Register? Recommended

Recommendations

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the contributory elements include the race course and the surrounding native trees, with emphasis 

External Paint Controls Apply? No

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? Yes

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Social significance

Association with important person or group

A.4

G.1

H.1
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References
Barnard, 1999, Hastings District Heritage Study Stage One Environmental History: 54 cites:
Bruce Bennett, "The Emu Plains Racing Club", in `Balnarring Byways and Memories', 1995, Vol. 
1:43 more detail on club formations and activity ;
Robert White, `Courses for Horses, The Story of Victorian Racecourses', Doncaster, 1985 (rev 
1998):117;
parish plan - reserve file

Documentation

on any built fabric from or near the early period of development:

- to conserve and enhance these elements where enhancement would include replacement of any 
known missing original components in the building or setting;
- to conserve and enhance the visual relationship between any contributory elements at the place;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of these contributory elements;
- to ensure that new structures within the place are visually recessive and related in terms of form, 
size, materials, type and placement to the simple timber structures built there over time; 
- to ensure new plantings within the place are visually recessive and related in terms of type and 
informal placement to the existing indigenous trees;
- to maintain the place's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further historical 
findings;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the  site, followed by the 
creation of an incorporated plan for better management in the planning scheme.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler, Francine Gilfedder
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Name of place Seamen's Barracks, HMAS Cerberus A Block
159

Other Names Naval Barracks,  Sailor's Accommodation

Addres Dampier Road
HMAS Cerberus

Map (Melway) 194H3

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): State

Creation date(s): 1924-

187

Site Type: Defence base - naval

Description:

This three-storey verandahed building is distinguished by the Edwardian 
Baroque central brick projecting entry wing which has a giant brick arch set 
between two pilasters and divided by two brick piers at each level. The flanking 
open verandahs are timber framed with broad trellis balustrading, offering a 
skeletal character compared to the mass of the centre. The  balustrading to the 
central wing is in a saltire cross configuration, echoing earlier  Colonial Georgian 
barracks built in Sydney. From the back the elevation is plainly treated with 
punched openings and a simply hipped main roof. 

The DHC study stated:
`Openings in walls are alternatively doors and windows, unlike B and C Blocks 

Description
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History
In 1910 Admiral Henderson, reporting to the Federal Government on the best 
sites in Australia for Naval Bases, suggested Hann's Inlet as the site for a 
Destroyer and Submarine Base. The Federal Government purchased 4,000 
acres in 1911 and planned to build accommodation for 2000 men to man the 
base and torpedo school. However, it was not until 1913 that work began on 
constructing the base. When it was officially opened in 1920, it had been 
changed from a base to a depot, named Flinders Naval Depot, but by 1921 the 
name was changed to HMAS Cerberus.
World War Two necessitated the erection of many temporary buildings to cope 
with the great influx of personnel requiring training. An Officers' Training School 

History and themes

which now have wide, sliding doors. The central breakfront is an important 
element in the design whose execution in red brick and cement render is in 
contrast to the Colonial Revival character of the building. Although there are 
many differences in detail, this building is comparable in character to the Victoria 
Barracks in Sydney. The double pitch roof has a distinct colonial feel and is 
close in spirit to the early Colonial work of John Watts and Francis Greenaway, 
and there is even a slight flavour of Colonial India and the days of the Raj with 
the appropriate palm trees. The brickwork is
laid in English bond, with alternate header and stretcher courses. The central 
panel returns back to the wall and forms a flat headed opening with a row of 
soldier bricks.' { DHC}

Condition
excellent (undisturbed, well-preserved)

External Integrity
substantially intact/some intrusions

The 1988 study stated:
`The building has undergone extensive modernization internally and externally since 1971. The verandahs (posts?) have 
been totally replaced with new 200 x 200 Oregon posts in pairs, new timber framing and floorboards, and colourbond 
(sic) used as a spandrel  below the verandah beam. The original verandah detailing appears on B and C  locks, and is a 
more refined and appropriate verandah detail. The inside of the spandrel is coarsely detailed with flush jointed asbestos 
cement sheets.' { DHC} These changes are in detail only and could be easily redressed.

Context
`… a major  visual element facing onto and enclosing the Parade Ground. Its three storey  verandahs strengthen the end 
of the row of three storey blocks along Dampier  Road' { DHC}
As elsewhere in the precinct, the five Canary Island palms (once six?) and two Bhutan cypress symmetrically placed 
along the front of this building add distinction to the setting, reinforcing the Colonial Anglo-Indian character cited in the 
1981 study.

Mature Canary Island palms are distinctive visually as well as highly indicative of Edwardian-era and inter-war garden 
planting styles. They are also are uncommon within the Shire compared to the broad landscape which is well populated 
with conifer rows and individual gardens which commonly exhibit trees planted after WW2. A number of specimens have 
been identified in this study because of this rarity within the broad landscape. Other mature trees related to the 
construction period of the building aid in the period expression and cultural significance of the place as indicators of age 
and period.
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operated between 1942 and 1945. Many of the temporary wartime buildings 
were replaced after 1950 and new facilities added, including a cinema, senior 
sailor's mess, gymnasium, seamanship school, updated wharf facilities.
Many of the historic structures at HMAS Cerberus  have been added to the 
Register of the National Estate. { Barnard, 2000}

The 1981 DHC study stated:
`The original drawings of 'A' Block are dated 1924, which indicates that the 
earlier date, 1919, from the Register of Naval Assets, is incorrect. Originally built 
as sailors' accommodation, the internal spaces were almost unbroken dormitory 
spaces were the sailors slung their hammocks from the walls and the ceiling. It 
must have been barely comfortable for the sailors, as the original design was 
without a dining room so food had to be eaten in the sleeping areas as well. This 
was a measure meant to instil tidiness and cleanliness in the cramped 
conditions, which were a fact of life on sea-going vessels. The error in omitting 
the dining room was rectified in 1938, judging by original drawings. The design 
was further modified in 1939 by the enclosure of the two sets of stairs, which 
were the only access to the upper floors. The original design included timber 
stairs with only a roof covering at the north and south ends of the building, but 
these have been replaced by fireproofed stairs fully enclosed from the weather. 
There appears to have never been any stairs designed centrally in the building. ' 
{ DHC}

The 1980s conservation study found the building significant in the following way:
1. HISTORICALLY, A Block may not have the relative  historical associations of 
its
neighbours because of the confusion of  construction dates but it does share the
importance of early seamen accommodation at the  training establishment. The
Register of Naval Assets lists its date as 1919  but the Archive Drawings are
dated 1924. The date is still early.
2. PHYSICALLY, the Fabric of A Block is significant for  its bold and formal
Colonial Revival design with three storey  verandahs and a projecting, arched
entry bay. The brickwork is subtly articulated  with bands of soldier courses.
3. ENVIRONMENTALLY, A Block is significant as a major  visual element facing 
onto
and enclosing the Parade Ground. Its three storey  verandahs strengthen the end
of the row of three storey blocks along Dampier  Road.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Providing for the common defence

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

Associations: Australian Government Murdoch, J S
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PAHT Subtheme: Preparing to face invasion

Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme

Other PAHT Subtheme:

Statement of Significance:
The Naval Barracks, HMAS Cerberus A Block and associated Canary Island 
palm row and  Bhutan cypress specimens are significant, as a combination, to 
the Mornington Peninsula Shire and the State because:
- it is an early and externally well preserved example of seamen accommodation 
at the Cerberus or Flinders naval training base which was a key  player in the 
history of  engagement in WW1 and WW2 and continuing naval training in 
Australia ( Criterion A4, D2);
- of  its distinctive Edwardian Baroque design incorporating  three storey 
verandahs and an impressive projecting, giant arched
entry bay, with subtly articulation of the brickwork with bands of soldier courses ( 
Criterion F1); 
- of the Canary Island palm row and Bhutan cypress symmetrically placed along 
the front of this building that add distinction to the setting, and reinforce the 
Colonial Anglo-Indian character of the complex ( Criterion B2); and
- it is a major visual element facing onto and enclosing the important Parade 
Ground precinct at the base, the three storey  verandahs strengthening the end 
of the row of three storey blocks along Dampier  Road ( Criterion F1).

Planning Scheme Protection? recommended

Heritage Victoria Register? recommended

Register of the National Estate registered with group

National Trust Register? registered

Recommendations

External Paint Controls Apply? Yes

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Social significance

Design or technological achievement

Good example of type

A.4

G.1

F.1

D.2

B.2 Rarity or distinction among a comparable group
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References
RAIA 20th Century Architecture Register cites 73;
National Trust of Australia file
Dept. of Housing & Construction (DHC) Conservation Study 1981 and extensions 1985 summary 
cite:
The Historic Grounds of HMAS Cerberus, unpublished pamphlet prepared by Commander L.G. 
Wilson.
Original drawings held at Australian Archives. Acc. No. MP1114, Draw No-74, Folder No. 3 (25 
drawings)
HMAS Cerberus, Schedule of Assets recorded in Register of Naval Assets, p.37.
`The Argus', May 14, 1918. Article entitled "Flinders Base - A Series of Errors" where it is 

Documentation

Tree Controls Apply?: Yes

Recommendation
The land is owned by the Commonwealth and is thus not subject to State law. Council could include
the place in the planning scheme in readiness for any change of ownership and/or seek assurances 
from the Commonwealth that the place will be protected. Registration on the National Estate 
Register ensures referral to the Australian Heritage Commission but their recommendations are not 
binding.

Proposed guidelines in 1981 study:
`1. The building should be retained, utilised and  enhanced.
2. The external form of the building should not be  disrupted but minor alterations may be permitted 
at the rear.
3. The original front verandah details should be  reinstated.
4. The interior is generally available for a high degree  of adaptation but the retention of the 
building's 'bays' and any traditional features and materials is encouraged wherever possible.'

General management
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the contributory elements include the building and its setting, with emphasis on fabric from or near 
the construction or planting date:

- to conserve and enhance these elements where enhancement would include replacement of any 
known missing original components in the building or setting;
- to conserve and enhance the visual relationship between any contributory elements at the place;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of these contributory elements;
- to ensure that new structures or planting within the place are visually recessive and related in 
terms of form, size, materials and placement; 
- to maintain the place's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further historical 
findings;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the  site, followed by the 
creation of an incorporated plan for better management in the planning scheme.

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? Yes

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? Yes
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mentioned that dining rooms have been omitted from the original design.
Original drawings held at Australian Archives, drawing No. N4 Sheet 1 'Additional Seamen's Dining 
Rooms to A, B, C Blocks'.
ibid. Drawing titled 'Preliminary Sketch Elevations, Modernization', March 1971.
Early photos : PH 29, PH 30, PH 39, PHP1, PHP4, PHP5, PHP6, PHP7, PHP12, PHP13, PHP16, 
PHP17,PHP18:

Assessed By: Graeme Butler
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Name of place Seamen's Barracks, HMAS Cerberus, B & C Blocks
160

Other Names Naval Barracks

Addres Dampier Road
HMAS Cerberus

Map (Melway) 194H3

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Regional

Creation date(s): 1914-20c

188-1

Site Type: Defence base - naval

Description:

Although similar to A block, these three-storey red brick hipped-roof buildings 
have no open verandahs along the main elevation (although there were similar 
verandahs on the rear)  but share a stylised version of the projecting Edwardian 
Baroque styled giant-arched central entry bay.  The use of the Colonial 
Georgian saltire cross wrought-iron balustrade on the balconettes is a link with 
earlier military barracks in Australia. Like these structures the façade openings 
graduate in scale as they rise through the elevation and a verandah, with paired 
timber posts,  encircles the ground level, with French door access. The 
construction drawings show 6 and 4 pane windows on the upper level east 
elevation and 10 pane French door pairs at ground level. Similar doors were 
used on the west or rear elevation. Seven roof vents were once on the ridge. 

Description
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History
`In 1910 Admiral Henderson, reporting to the Federal Government on the best 
sites in Australia for Naval Bases, suggested Hann's Inlet as the site for a 
Destroyer and Submarine Base. The Federal Government purchased 4,000 
acres in 1911 and planned to build accommodation for 2000 men to man the 
base and torpedo school. However, it was not until 1913 that work began on 
constructing the base. When it was officially opened in 1920, it had been 
changed from a base to a depot, named Flinders Naval Depot, but by 1921 the 
name was changed to HMAS Cerberus.
World War Two necessitated the erection of many temporary buildings to cope 
with the great influx of personnel requiring training. An Officers' Training School 
operated between 1942 and 1945. Many of the temporary wartime buildings 
were replaced after 1950 and new facilities added, including a cinema, senior 
sailor's mess, gymnasium, seamanship school, updated wharf facilities.

History and themes

Today the doors at ground level are six-pane half-glazed. 

The 1981 DHC report stated:
`The simple form of these buildings austere, with the Georgian placement of 
windows
relieved only by French doors opening onto balconettes. The centre bay is a 
highly
pleasing composition of French doors, sidelight windows and a semi-circular 
arch at
second floor level. The iron railings to the balconettes are of a nautical
pattern used throughout the base on several buildings.' { DHC}

Condition
good (partially disturbed, well preserved)

External Integrity
substantially intact/some intrusions

The rear verandahs and stairs have been enclosed and French doors replaced.

Context
Their strong formal design expresses their military use, and they relate well with A Block as major elements enclosing 
the important parade ground precinct.

The Canary Island palm row and Bhutan cypress  specimens symmetrically placed along the front of this building add 
distinction to the setting, reinforcing the Colonial Anglo-Indian character cited in the 1981 study.

Mature Canary Island palms are distinctive visually as well as highly indicative of Edwardian-era and inter-war garden 
planting styles. They are also are uncommon within the Shire compared to the broad landscape which is well populated 
with conifer rows and individual gardens which commonly exhibit trees planted after WW2. A number of specimens have 
been identified in this study because of this rarity within the broad landscape. Other mature trees related to the 
construction period of the building aid in the period expression and cultural significance of the place as indicators of age 
and period.
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Many of the historic structures at HMAS Cerberus  have been added to the 
Register of the National Estate { Barnard, 2000}.

The 1981 DHC  study stated:
`It is difficult to pinpoint a specific date for the construction of these buildings, 
apart from between the years of 1914 and 1920, possibly around 1919. An early 
photo shows that these buildings were built before 'A' Block, with open 
staircases, and ablution facilities at the rear. The staircases have since been fully 
enclosed in a manner similar to 'A' Block. Both these buildings were originally the 
Seamen's Barracks, and it was not until  the new accommodation blocks. were 
built between 1959 and 1970 that the sailors were able to have their own rooms 
rather than a dormitory strung with hammocks.' { DHC}

The significant aspects of the place were stated in the report as follows:
their association historically with the first period of construction on the base, and 
as an essential function- seamen accommodation;
for their strong formal design which is expressive of military use, and the 
relationship with A Block 
as major elements enclosing the parade ground, as supported by buildings 187, 
190.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Providing for the common defence

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Preparing to face invasion

Associations: Commonwealth 
Government

Significance

Murdoch, J S

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme

Other PAHT Subtheme:

Statement of Significance:

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Design or technological achievement

Social significance

A.4

F.1

G.1
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The Naval Barracks, HMAS Cerberus, B & C Blocks and associated Canary 
Island palms and Bhutan cypress specimens are significant, as a combination, to 
the Mornington Peninsula region because:
- of their association historically with the first period of construction on the base, 
and as an essential function- seamen accommodation ( Criterion A4);
- of their strong formal design, utilising Edwardian Baroque motifs,  which is 
expressive of military use ( Criterion F1);  
- of the distinctive Canary Island palm row and Bhutan cypress symmetrically 
placed along the front of this building that add distinction to the setting, and 
reinforce the Colonial Anglo-Indian character of the complex ( Criterion B2); and 
- the stylistic relationship with A Block, both major elements enclosing the 
important parade ground precinct ( Criterion F1).

Tree Controls Apply?: Yes

Planning Scheme Protection? recommended

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate registered with group

National Trust Register? registered with group

Recommendations

Recommendation
The land is owned by the Commonwealth and is thus not subject to State law. Council could include
the place in the planning scheme in readiness for any change of ownership and/or seek assurances 
from the Commonwealth that the place will be protected. Registration on the National Estate 
Register ensures referral to the Australian Heritage Commission but their recommendations are not 
binding.

Proposed guidelines in the 1981 study:
`1. The building should be retained, utilised and  enhanced.
2. The external form of the building should not be  disrupted but minor alterations may be permitted 
at the rear.
3. The rear verandahs should be retained but may be enclosed if the expression of the structure is 
maintained;
4. The sliding doors should be replaced with the original French doors;
5. The interior is generally available for a high degree  of adaptation but the retention of the 
building's 'bays' and any traditional features and materials is encouraged wherever possible.'

General management
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the contributory elements include the building and its setting, with emphasis on fabric from or near 

External Paint Controls Apply? Yes

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? Yes
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References
RAIA 20th Century Architecture Register cites 73;
National Trust of Australia file
Dept. of Housing & Construction (DHC) Conservation Study 1981 and extensions 1985 summary. 
(DHC) cited:
1.The Historic Grounds of HMAS Cerberus unpublished pamphlet prepared by Cmdr. L.G. Wilson 
p.15.
2. HMAS Cerberus, Schedule of Assets recorded in the Register of Naval Assets p.38.
3. Original drawings held at Australian Archives Acc No. MP 1114 Drw. No. 33 Folder No. 1
4.Early photos PH28, PH, PH30, PHP19 PHP2, PHP5, PHP6, PHP7, PHP12, PHP16, PHP17.

Documentation

the construction or planting date:

- to conserve and enhance these elements where enhancement would include replacement of any 
known missing original components in the building or setting;
- to conserve and enhance the visual relationship between any contributory elements at the place;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of these contributory elements;
- to ensure that new structures or planting within the place are visually recessive and related in 
terms of form, size, materials and placement; 
- to maintain the place's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further historical 
findings;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the  site, followed by the 
creation of an incorporated plan for better management in the planning scheme.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler
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Name of place Senior Seamen's Barracks, HMAS Cerberus
681

Other Names Naval Barracks,  Senior Sailor's Accommodation

Addres Dampier Road
HMAS Cerberus

Map (Melway) 194H3

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): State

Creation date(s): 1914-

190

Site Type: Defence base - naval

Description:

The 1981 DHC study described the style of this red brick two and three-level 
building as derived from Palladian (central two-level hipped and gabled roof 
wing) and American Colonial sources (central gable detail). The crest had been 
placed to resemble an oculus in the main gable, the lantern and balconette were 
thought to be American and the ground floor verandah `Charlottesville where the 
Palladian ideal is transformed to university proportions and overlaid with colonial 
elements.' 

The central two-level hipped and gabled roof wing is flanked on either side by 
three-level gabled roof wings. At each end of these wings, there were once 
three-level skillion-roof timber verandahs, with trellis pattern balustrades, since 

Description
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History
In 1910 Admiral Henderson, reporting to the Federal Government on the best 
sites in Australia for Naval Bases, suggested Hann's Inlet as the site for a 
Destroyer and Submarine Base. The Federal Government purchased 4,000 
acres in 1911 and planned to build accommodation for 2000 men to man the 
base and torpedo school. However, it was not until 1913 that work began on 
constructing the base. When it was officially opened in 1920, it had been 
changed from a base to a depot, named Flinders Naval Depot, but by 1921 the 
name was changed to HMAS Cerberus.
World War Two necessitated the erection of many temporary buildings to cope 
with the great influx of personnel requiring training. An Officers' Training School 
operated between 1942 and 1945. Many of the temporary wartime buildings 
were replaced after 1950 and new facilities added, including a cinema, senior 
sailor's mess, gymnasium, seamanship school, updated wharf facilities.
Many of the historic structures at HMAS Cerberus  have been added to the 
Register of the National Estate. { Barnard, 2000}

The 1981 DHC study noted some discrepancies in the dating of the construction 

History and themes

removed.  There were also similar verandahs across the rear of all three blocks.  

Quoining to the main corners of the building is expressed by horizontal dark 
brick bands of two-courses high separated by 5 courses of red brick, with 
banding and panelling within the red brick  achieved in more subtle ways. The 
cement gable cornice moulding is dentilated. Windows are two or three light and 
timber framed. The verandah across the front elevation is supported on paired, 
large-section timber posts.

Condition
Good (partially disturbed, well preserved).

External Integrity
Substantially intact/some intrusions- the verandahs have been rebuilt in a part visually related manner .

Context
Its strong formal design expresses the military use, and relates well with A, B &C  Blocks as major elements enclosing 
the important parade ground precinct. The Canary Island palm row and Bhutan cypress  specimens symmetrically placed 
along the front of this building add distinction to the setting, reinforcing the Colonial Anglo-Indian character cited in the 
1981 study.

Mature Canary Island palms are distinctive visually as well as highly indicative of Edwardian-era and inter-war garden 
planting styles. They are also are uncommon within the Shire compared to the broad landscape which is well populated 
with conifer rows and individual gardens which commonly exhibit trees planted after WW2. A number of specimens have 
been identified in this study because of this rarity within the broad landscape. Other mature trees related to the 
construction period of the building aid in the period expression and cultural significance of the place as indicators of age 
and period.
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stages. A photograph in the depot's magazine `Spindrift' showed the central 
section  and southern wing only built by 1927-8. The projecting gable ends to the 
wings were also shown as single storey. Later a further two storeys were added 
to these. 

Another image thought o be from the 1930s shows it complete with a part filled-in 
half-glazed verandah on ground level and three-storey verandahs on the north 
and south wings of the side wings.  The building was renovated in 1974-9 and 
the timber verandahs were replaced with visually similar steel and timber 
structures.  The timber floors have been replaced with concrete. The interior was 
also renovated.

The 1980s conservation study found the building significant in the following way:
1. HISTORICALLY, the  Senior Sailor's Accommodation is significant for its 
association with the early development of Cerberus and its central role in the 
planning of the Parade Ground. Its various phases also reflect major periods of 
expansion at Cerberus.
2. PHYSICALLY, the Fabric of the building is significant for  its strong Colonial 
Revival design which is far more expressive than other similar buildings at 
Cerberus. Both the original building and later extensions are externally intact…
3. ENVIRONMENTALLY, A Block is significant as a major  focal element in the 
Parade Ground Construction Area being on axis with the (former) drill hall and 
forming part of the dominant red brick `wall' enclosing the west side of the 
Conservation Area.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Providing for the common defence

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Preparing to face invasion

Associations: Commonwealth 
Government

Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme

Other PAHT Subtheme:

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themesA.4

113 of 529Graeme Butler & Associates, 2001 Volume 1:  Appendix 1:



Hastings District Heritage Places

Statement of Significance:
Senior Seamen's Barracks, HMAS Cerberus is significant to Victoria because;
- of its association with the early development of the nationally significant naval 
training base, HMAS Cerberus, and its central role in the planning of the Parade 
Ground, with its extensions also reflecting major periods of expansion at the base 
( Criterion A4); 
- for its strong Colonial Revival design which is outstanding among other similar 
buildings at Cerberus and within the State, the original building and later 
extensions being externally near intact ( Criterion F1, D2); 
- of the distinctive Canary Island palm row and Bhutan cypress symmetrically 
placed along the front of this building that add distinction to the setting, and 
reinforce the Colonial Anglo-Indian character of the complex ( Criterion B2); 
- for its role  as a major  visual element in the Parade Ground precinct being on 
axis with the former drill hall site and the palm avenue and forming part of the 
dominant barracks structures enclosing the west side of the ground ( Criterion F1);
- of its social value within the local community and military service personal 
across the country being part of a major training base open to the public annually 
(Criterion G1) .

Tree Controls Apply?: Yes

Planning Scheme Protection? recommended

Heritage Victoria Register? Recommended

Register of the National Estate Registered as part of group

National Trust Register? Registered as part of group

Recommendations

Recommendation
The land is owned by the Commonwealth and is thus not subject to State law. Council could include
the place in the planning scheme in readiness for any change of ownership and/or seek assurances 
from the Commonwealth that the place will be protected. Registration on the National Estate 
Register ensures referral to the Australian Heritage Commission but their recommendations are not 
binding.

External Paint Controls Apply? Yes

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? Yes

Good example of type

Design or technological achievement

Social significance

D.2

F.1

G.1

B.2 Rarity or distinction among a comparable group
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References
RAIA 20th Century Architecture Register cites 73;
National Trust of Australia file
Dept. of Housing & Construction (DHC) Conservation Study 1981 and extensions 1985 summary 
cite:
The Historic Grounds of HMAS Cerberus, unpublished pamphlet prepared by Commander L.G. 
Wilson.
Original drawings held at Australian Archives. Acc. No. MP1114, Draw No-74, Folder No. 3 (25 
drawings)
HMAS Cerberus, Schedule of Assets recorded in Register of Naval Assets, p.37.
`The Argus', May 14, 1918. Article entitled "Flinders Base - A Series of Errors" where it is 
mentioned that dining rooms have been omitted from the original design.
Original drawings held at Australian Archives, drawing No. N4 Sheet 1 'Additional Seamen's Dining 
Rooms to A, B, C Blocks'.
ibid. Drawing titled 'Preliminary Sketch Elevations, Modernization', March 1971.
Early photos : PH 29, PH 30, PH 39, PHP1, PHP4, PHP5, PHP6, PHP7, PHP12, PHP13, PHP16, 
PHP17,PHP18:

Documentation

Proposed guidelines in the 1981 study:
`1. The building should be retained, utilised and  enhanced.
2. The external form of the building should not be  disrupted but minor alterations especially as seen
from the parade ground.
3.  Minor alterations may be permitted at the rear  { Butler, 1989} the formality and symmetry of the 
building should be retained and reinforced as necessary.
4. Further enclosing of verandahs may be permitted in moderation and where it would maintain the 
building's symmetry; 
5. The interior of the building is generally available for adaptation although the retention of 
traditional features and materials is encouraged wherever possible.'
6. New services should be concealed and/or have minimal visual impact.'

General management
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the contributory elements include the building and its setting, with emphasis on fabric from or near 
the construction or planting date:

- to conserve and enhance these elements where enhancement would include replacement of any 
known missing original components in the building or setting;
- to conserve and enhance the visual relationship between any contributory elements at the place;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of these contributory elements;
- to ensure that new structures or planting within the place are visually recessive and related in 
terms of form, size, materials and placement; 
- to maintain the place's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further historical 
findings;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the  site, followed by the 
creation of an incorporated plan for better management in the planning scheme.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler
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Name of place Midshipman's Mess, HMAS Cerberus
161

Other Names Warrant Officer's Mess, Gunroom

Addres Dampier Road
HMAS Cerberus

Map (Melway) 194H3

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Regional

Creation date(s): 1933

194

Site Type: Defence base - naval

Description:

This is a one storey symmetrically composed red brick building located towards 
the north end of the parade ground, west side, at the commencement of the 
major row of similarly designed buildings along Dampier Rd. Designed in a 
Colonial Georgian revival style it has a central cemented Tuscan porch entry 
with a louvred roof vent at the apex of its hipped main roof and tall brick 
chimneys towards the rear. The main wing behind has a corrugated iron clad  
hipped roof, with expressed rafter ends,  and timber framed double-hung sash 
windows are used generally. Typically the building is set on a raised mound to 
provide an elevated site to underscore its formal design.

The heritage study of the complex noted the interior of this building is significant.

Description
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History
`In 1910 Admiral Henderson, reporting to the Federal Government on the best 
sites in Australia for Naval Bases, suggested Hann's Inlet as the site for a 
Destroyer and Submarine Base. The Federal Government purchased 4,000 
acres in 1911 and planned to build accommodation for 2000 men to man the 
base and torpedo school. However, it was not until 1913 that work began on 
constructing the base. When it was officially opened in 1920, it had been 
changed from a base to a depot, named Flinders Naval Depot, but by 1921 the 
name was changed to HMAS Cerberus.
World War Two necessitated the erection of many temporary buildings to cope 
with the great influx of personnel requiring training. An Officers' Training School 
operated between 1942 and 1945. Many of the temporary wartime buildings 
were replaced after 1950 and new facilities added, including a cinema, senior 
sailor's mess, gymnasium, seamanship school, updated wharf facilities.
Many of the historic structures at HMAS Cerberus  have been added to the 
Register of the National Estate { Barnard, 2000}.

This building is also referred to as the former Warrant Officer's Mess and housed 
these men from c1933-1957. Later it was known as the Gunroom, used by junior 
officers attending courses at the base { Wilson: 18}.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Providing for the common defence

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Preparing to face invasion

History and themes

Associations: Commonwealth 
Government

Murdoch, J S

Environmental History theme

Other PAHT Subtheme:

On the south is a row of semi-mature Monterey cypress and on the south east a 
semi-mature specimen  tree (camphor laurel?) is part of the front garden which 
has otherwise mainly rose bush plantings along pathways.

Condition
Externally, excellent (undisturbed, well-preserved).

External Integrity
Externally intact/minimal intrusions.

Context
Its strong formal design expresses the military use, and relates well with A, B &C  Blocks as major elements enclosing 
the important parade ground precinct.
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Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Statement of Significance:
Midshipman's Mess, HMAS Cerberus is significant to Victoria because;
- of its association with the early development of the nationally significant naval 
training base, HMAS Cerberus ( Criterion A4); 
- for its strong Colonial Georgian Revival design which is outstanding among 
other similar buildings at Cerberus and within the State ( Criterion F1, D2); 
- for its role  as a major  visual element in the Parade Ground precinct forming 
part of the dominant barracks structures enclosing the west side of the ground ( 
Criterion F1);
- of its social value within the local community and military service personal 
across the country being part of a major training base open to the public annually 
(Criterion G1) .

Tree Controls Apply?: No

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended

Heritage Victoria Register? Recommended

Register of the National Estate Registered as part of group

National Trust Register? Registered as part of group

Recommendations

Recommendation
The land is owned by the Commonwealth and is thus not subject to State law. Council could include
the place in the planning scheme in readiness for any change of ownership and/or seek assurances 
from the Commonwealth that the place will be protected. Registration on the National Estate 
Register ensures referral to the Australian Heritage Commission but their recommendations are not 
binding.

External Paint Controls Apply? Yes

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? Yes

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? Yes

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Design or technological achievement

Social significance

Good example of type

A.4

F.1

G.1

D.2
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References
RAIA 20th Century Architecture Register cites 73;
National Trust of Australia file
Dept. of Housing & Construction Conservation Study 1981 and extensions 1985 summary.

Documentation

General management
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the contributory elements include the building and its setting, with emphasis on fabric from or near 
the construction or planting date:

- to conserve and enhance these elements where enhancement would include replacement of any 
known missing original components in the building or setting;
- to conserve and enhance the visual relationship between any contributory elements at the place;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of these contributory elements;
- to ensure that new structures or planting within the place are visually recessive and related in 
terms of form, size, materials and placement; 
- to maintain the place's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further historical 
findings;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the  site, followed by the 
creation of an incorporated plan for better management in the planning scheme.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler
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Name of place Bill Jones house
433

Other Names
Addres Derril Road

Moorooduc

Map (Melway) 146K7

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Local

Creation date(s): 1955-60

779

Site Type: Farm house

Description:

(see history)
This is a single storey flat roof house  in the style of Chancellor & Patrick's work. 
It is located on land formerly in the Mornington Shire. Designed before 1955, it is 
an early example of this form for a non-architect.

The roof appears to float over the main walls because of the horizontal strip 
glazing which separates the base from the roof. Rafters are expressed and allow 
for cantilevered sections of the roof as well as an irregular plan form. The 
vertical boarded walls are set out in horizontal panels outlined with white borders 
and the chimneys are expressed as low rectangles above the roof line. The 
colours appear early.

Description
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History
This house was built for William (Bill) John Jones in 1960 on lots 3 & 4 of LP 
18594, CA 5 of Section A of Moorooduc parish { RB}. This was part of Alex 
Mackay's 1856 Crown grant. This house site later became lot 2 (5ha) of LP 
140034 in 1982 { VTO}. The house appears very like designs by noted local 
architects, Chancellor & Patrick, but the present owner, Bill Jones states that he 
designed the house. He obtained a building permit  in 1955 { SOMP}. The 
pioneering Jones family are also well known in the Moorooduc area, having been 
among the first freeholders and prominent in the district's community affairs since.

The permit application was lodged by the builder (and co-designer?) LJ Murray 
in April 1955 for a dwelling on 36 acres to the value of £3775 for WJ Jones on 
the Tyabb Road, Moorooduc. The area was proposed at 18.2 squares with some 
729 square feet under a verandah: overall about 25.5 squares.  The building 
surveyor was Emil C Madsen { SOMP Permit 3029}. The drawing showed a 
distinctive plan and elevation, with details for the roof construction (6x2" Oregon 
rafters on twin 10x2" purlins supported by a steel pipe column) and the glazing 
detail at the terrace, showing a concrete slab floor with screed and timber 
window framing. 

A typically Chancellor & Patrick trapezium-form roof plan extended over the 
otherwise rectangular room plan. Forming a point off-centre on the west, it went 
south east as a car-shelter, beyond a pair of planter boxes, to cover two car 
spaces. A sliding entry door from here entered the kitchen and service area while 
an adjacent entry recess went into the large open-plan lounge (24x21 feet). At 
one end of the lounge was a lozenge shaped fireplace, with hearth, and nearby 
sliding `plate glass' doors to a large covered but otherwise open area. Bedrooms 
(3) and an internal bathroom (with skylight) adjoined the kitchen via a passage. 
All external doors were shown as sliding, most glass was `plate'.

Chancellor & Patrick and their influence
One writer recently stated that David Chancellor & Rex Patrick `had left an 
indelible impression on the Mornington Peninsula particularly with many of the 
houses the duo designed in the 1950s and 60s' { Crafti}. David Chancellor's 

History and themes

Condition
Externally, excellent (undisturbed, well-preserved).

External Integrity
Externally, intact/minimal intrusions.

Context
Set in native trees next to open farm land on the edge of the Moorooduc hamlet.
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architectural  office was established in Frankston in 1952, being joined by Patrick 
two years later. Robin Boyd noticed the firm's work, describing a 1953 
Chancellor house `The building … happens to be first rate in design… all done 
with a sense of style which makes the building a source of delight too the 
occupier'.  Boyd paid the firm another complement in emulating their floating roof 
style in the later, but now demolished, classic house, Pelican, at Mt Eliza { 
Crafti}. He also welcomed another Patrick project, a Carrum Downs retirement 
home, in his column in `The Herald'. He termed their work the Peninsula Style.

The influence of Frank Lloyd Wright is always evident in their work, as was also 
the case with another peninsula firm Winston Widdows (qv). Like Wright, 
Chancellor & Patrick often used natural materials such as the Moorooduc quarry 
freestone and natural finished timbers. Patrick has said that `many of our homes 
were designed with quite dramatic roof lines. Supported on a grid-like structure, 
the roofs appear to float. There was always a strong emphasis on shelter with 
our designs' { Crafti}. The firm designed a church hall at Mornington, many 
houses and the Tyabb public hall (qv) in the Mornington Peninsula Shire.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Engaging in primary production

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Unspecified primary industry

Associations: William (Bill) John 
Jones

Significance

Bill Jones or LJ Murray

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme

Other PAHT Subtheme:

Statement of Significance:
The Bill Jones house in Derril Road is significant to the Mornington Peninsula 
Shire because:
- it is an early, externally well preserved example of an owner and builder design 

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Design or technological achievement

Association with important person or group

F.1

H.1
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collaboration after the Peninsula Style and in the manner of the noted architects, 
Chancellor Patrick (Criterion F1);
- it associated with the  pioneering family and Moorooduc identity, Bill Jones as 
his family home (Criterion H1)

References
Municipal Rate Books (RB);
Victorian Titles Office (VTO)
S Crafti 2001 `The Power of Two" in `Domain' Jan 31 2001 (supp to `The Age'): 10 cites interviews 
with Patrick and W Callister in `Transition'  1989: 37;
Peter Brown 2001 (SOMP) verbal information from WJ Jones;
Shire of Mornington Peninsula building records { SOMP}
Identified as 765 Derril Road, shown on MPS cadastral plan as 779 Derril Road, known by others 
as 787 Derril Road

Documentation

Tree Controls Apply?: No

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate No

National Trust Register? Recommended

Recommendations

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the contributory elements include the building and its setting, with emphasis on fabric from or near 
the construction:

- to conserve and enhance these elements where enhancement would include replacement of any 
known missing original components in the building or setting;
- to conserve and enhance the visual relationship between any contributory elements at the place;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of these contributory elements;
- to ensure that new structures or planting within the place are visually recessive and related in 
terms of form, size, materials and placement; 
- to maintain the place's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further historical 
findings;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the  site, followed by the 
creation of an incorporated plan for better management in the planning scheme.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler, Francine Gilfedder

External Paint Controls Apply? Yes

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? Yes
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Name of place Crib Point Public Cemetery
480

Other Names Hann's Inlet Cemetery

Addres Disney Street
Crib Point

Map (Melway) 164H12

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Shire

Creation date(s): 1915-

189

Site Type: Cemetery

Description:

The cemetery has an open unfenced layout and diverse monuments are dotted 
throughout the reserve. Despite its Naval origin, there is little evidence of service 
personnel burials.

Some memorials are very simple such as the Mini Mouse figurine placed on an 
otherwise traditional base. Older memorials include those of John & Catherine 
Buckley 1920-,  Charles & Marian Malouf, Edward and August Haebich 1920s, 
and the Peterson family, including Peter Margaret and Reginald. Memorials are 
constructed from polished grey granite, white marble and cement render.

Description

Condition
Externally, excellent (undisturbed, well-preserved).

124 of 529Graeme Butler & Associates, 2001 Volume 1:  Appendix 1:



Hastings District Heritage Places

History
Historical background 

Tyabb Cemetery was reserved in 1862 when the parish was being surveyed.   
Crib Point Cemetery, located just outside the perimeter of HMAS Cerberus, was 
reserved in 1915. Although the cemetery was reserved in conjunction with the 
building of the Naval base, it was made clear that the cemetery was also to be 
used for public burials. Another cemetery inside HMAS Cerberus, was 
established for Naval personnel in 1924. It is known as 'Boot Hill' { Barnard, 
2000}. 

Specific History 

Crib Point Cemetery, located outside the perimeter of the HMAS Cerberus base 
but is claimed by Wilson to be the only Naval cemetery in Australia located inside 
a naval establishment { Wilson: item 2}. This statement made by LG Wilson in his 
guide to the Cerberus base may be confused with Boot Hill which is inside the 
naval establishment but not public.

The government file (Board of Public Health) for this cemetery starts in 1916 
when a copy of a letter to AW Farrell, secretary of the Mornington Shire, was 
received from the Department of Home Affairs, Commonwealth Government, in 
February. The letter confirmed the creation of a 10 acre cemetery reserve at the 
Flinders Naval Base where five acres were to be used as a Naval Base cemetery 
and the rest for the general public. The Navy was not interested in managing the 
latter section, leaving this matter to the Mornington Shire. The Shire replied that 
8 trustees were to be nominated for what was termed as the Hann's Inlet 
Cemetery to represent the four main Christian denominations. The following men 
were nominated at a public meeting as Valentine Hellicar of Balnarring, Arthur 
Bleasdale of Bittern, Alex Forbes of Merricks, Richard Brown of Crib Point, Louis 
Berryman of Balnarring, William Emmins of Crib Point, Michael Hurley of Bittern, 
and David Buckley of Balnarring. The Governor in Council gave approval for 
opening the private and public sections of the cemetery May 1916.

The name changed to Crib Point by 1921, with total public burials of one.  In the 
following year barbed wire fences and gates were to be fitted by a working bee 

History and themes

External Integrity
Externally, substantially intact/some intrusions.

Context
This cemetery is located at the north east corner of the Naval reserve on flat grassy land west of the Morradoo railway 
station, adjoining native bushland on the south and a busy road on the north.
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and two more persons had been buried there. Money was sought in 1924 by 
secretary WH Emmins for changes to the fence and another set of gates, with no 
immediate success. Paths were formed and gravelled in the early 1930s when 
burials had risen to 34.

Just after WW2 the Bittern Progress Association, in the person of a Mr 
Jackman,  complained about the sorry state of the cemetery. The state of the 
cemetery was also matched by that of the trustees: most of them had died or left 
the district and there had been some trouble finding new ones. 

A public meeting was held late in 1950 to revise the Trust, with Messrs Crowe, 
Seddon, Melville, Peterson, Buckley (early trustee), Myers, Clota and Balcke 
elected.   AW Peterson reported in the following year that the cemetery was still 
in `shocking condition', with graves and paths overgrown and fences in need of 
repair: the work however proceeded. New gate posts were to be erected in 1953 
when burials stood at 145.

The Health Department temporarily lost contact with the trustees in the late 
1960s, inspiring a department report on the place in 1970. The inspector found 4 
acres in excellent condition but only 3/4 of an acre of this was in use. The Trust 
enthusiasm had been raised after the visit from a naval officer who had promised 
them all the support they needed although there were only 3 navy graves there. 
The link with the navy was via one of the Trustees, a Mr C Kleinig, who worked 
for the navy. Three sides of the cemetery were fenced but not the front: this was 
to be remedied.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Marking the phases of life

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Disposing of dead bodies

Associations: Commonwealth 
Government

Crib Point Public 
Cemetery Trustees

Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme

Other PAHT Subtheme:

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themesA.4
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Statement of Significance:
Crib Point Public Cemetery is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire 
because:
- it is an original part of the Flinders Naval Depot development plan, a place of 
great significance to the Shire and the region;
- it is a repository of local history ( Criterion A4);
- it contains examples of stone masonry skill, not exhibited elsewhere in the 
district outside of cemeteries ( Criterion F1);  
- it has social meaning to the residents of the Shire as a place of special historical 
worth and personal memories ( Criterion G1); 
- it is perhaps the only public cemetery in Australia closely associated with a 
naval establishment ( Criterion B2).

Tree Controls Apply?: No

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate No

National Trust Register? Recommended

Recommendations

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the contributory elements include the visible memorials and their setting, with emphasis on fabric 
from or near the creation of the reserve:

- to conserve and enhance these elements where enhancement would include replacement of any 
known missing original components in the memorials or their setting;
- to conserve and enhance the visual relationship between any contributory elements at the place;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of these contributory elements;
- to ensure that new structures or planting within the place are visually recessive and related to the 
memorials in terms of form, size, materials and placement; 
- to maintain the place's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any historical findings;
- to encourage the development, before inclusion in the heritage overlay,  of a conservation 
management plan and, from this, an incorporated plan to allow more efficient heritage management 
of the place and avoid unnecessary planning applications.

External Paint Controls Apply? No

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? No

Design or technological achievement

Social significance

F.1

G.1
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References
Barnard, 1999, Hastings District Heritage Study Stage One Environmental History: 60;
Cemetery file- Dept of Human Services;
Wilson and Berry, `The Historic Grounds and Gardens of HMAS Cerberus'.

Documentation

The management of the cemetery and the associated planning permit applications should include 
the following considerations:
- you do not need a permit under the Heritage Overlay for an interment in an existing grave (i.e. a 
grave reopening) on the basis that a planning permit is not required for "repairs and routine 
maintenance which do not change the appearance of a heritage place" (clause 43.01-2);
- the need for an incorporated plan based on a conservation management plan to aid in the 
conservation management of the cemetery without causing undue bureaucratic intervention (refer 
Heritage Victoria for generic plan). 

The changing views of cemetery trustees over the years have sometimes threatened valuable 
cemetery heritage  with headstones being cleared away to aid in maintenance. As much as this 
may not be considered now there must be a safeguard to ensure the public heritage is protected.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler, Francine Gilfedder
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Name of place Burke's Portsmouth Estate
755

Other Names Victoria Cross estate

Addres Disney Street
Bittern

Map (Melway) 164G8-11

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Local

Creation date(s): 1916-18

north 

Site Type: Housing estate

Description:

Located north of Disney St, west of Stony Point Rd and east of the Frankston to 
Stony Point railway, the V-shaped estate contains the names of Victoria Cross 
winners from WW1 as well as the name of local pioneer, J Oswin. The layout 
has regularly sized blocks with splayed corner sites (some consolidated to form 
larger blocks), and streets which fit within the truncated triangle form of the 
original government subdivision. The layout of this latter part of the estate 
included a central public or market square bounded by Peeler Cl, Oswin, 
Lowerson, and Market St.

Description

Condition
Good (partially changed, partly unrealised).

External Integrity
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History
Crown Allotment 93B Bittern parish, 126 acres,  was granted to MH Unthank in 
c1884. Later, the Frankston to Stony Point Railway cut across its south west 
corner and the Stony Point Road was on its east boundary, with Woolleys Road 
on  the north. 

The prolific and highly successful land surveyor and early town planner, Saxil 
Tuxan, approached the Shire Council late 1916 on behalf of the renowned 
businessman and philanthropist, TM Burke (1870-1949). Burke wished to 
subdivided part of CA93B (known as Watts block): Council had no objection 
subject to certain drainage requirements. The south boundary of CA 93B lies 
along the back of the lots facing Symonds St. Street names in this part of the 
estate included: Symonds (sic), Burton, Hamilton, Dunstan, Shout, Tubb, 
Blackburn- all Victoria Cross winners.

Tuxen again approached Council in 1917 with further plans, part of TM Burke's  
Portsmouth Estate, gaining approval for adjustments. An indication of the Shire 
Council's view on active service at that time is gained by a request that no 
contracts be let to single men eligible for military service. 

Yet another Burke estate was submitted late in 1917, this time for CA92A, 
bordered by Disney St on the south, Stony Point Road on the east and the 
railway on the west: it was known as Oswin's block.  In fact J Oswin had been 
the Crown Grantee in the late 1890s.  The street names in this part of the estate 
followed the earlier theme, with Jacka being among them, but the names of 
pioneers Oswin and Davies were also used. The location of famous battles such 
as Lille, Pozieres and Trafalgar were also included as street names. 

Titles office plans (LP 8749, CA 92A) are in three parts:
Symonds to Murray;
Murray to Market;
Market to Disney. 

Each subdivision plan was declared by surveyor S Tuxen in October 1917  and 
were able to be lodged by Weigall & Company by early 1922. Street name 
changes include Disney St to Buckleys Road negotiated c1928-30 and back to 

History and themes

Layout substantially intact, with some street name changes (including the loss of one VC winner, O'Meara), lot area 
changes and some street closures.

Context
Set just north of the HMAS Cerberus base and west of the former BP refinery site.
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Disney St in the 1960s; Newlands Street renamed in parts to Jensen and 
Cadiera Crts and Murray St; Jacka St renamed in part to Dartnell Close (1928-); 
and the removal of O'Meara St. Corner blocks typically had splays and drainage 
easements were created down the back of each block { VTO}. 

Victoria Cross winners and World War One
(The Victoria Cross was instigated by Queen Victoria (1837-1901) in 1856 `for 
conspicuous bravery or devotion to the country in the presence of the enemy'.)

10 August 1914 Voluntary recruitment for the 1st AIF begins.
Despite two conscription referenda in 1916 and 1917 Australia's
army remained a volunteer force throughout the war.

On the 6 August  1915 the battle for Lone Pine begins on Gallipoli. The Lone 
Pine operation was planned as a diversion to draw Turkish reserves away from a 
major British attack to be launched at the northern end of the Australian and New 
Zealand position on Gallipoli. The Australians suffered more than 2,200 
casualties at Lone Pine and the Turks over 5,000. 

Seven Australians were awarded the Victoria Cross-  the following is a broad 
chronology of events surrounding these acts of bravery: 

8 August 1915 Lance Corporal L. Keysor, VC.
Lance Corporal L. Keysor, 1st Battalion, originally from London, wins the Victoria 
Cross at Lone Pine, Gallipoli.

8 August 1916 Battle for Moquet Farm.
Moquet Farm, near Pozieres, was the focus of nine separate attacks by 
Australian troops between 8 August and 3 September 1916. Some 11,000 
Australians were killed or wounded in the fighting around Moquet Farm.

8-9 August 1915 Lieutenant W.J. Symons, VC.
Lieutenant W.J. Symons, 7th Battalion, originally from Bendigo, Victoria, wins the 
Victoria Cross at Lone Pine, Gallipoli.

9 August 1915 Corporal A.S. Burton, VC.
Corporal A.S. Burton, 7th Battalion AIF, originally from Kyneton, Victoria, wins 
the Victoria Cross at Lone Pine, Gallipoli.

9 August 1915 Corporal W.Dunstan, VC.
Corporal W. Dunstan, 7th Battalion, originally from Ballarat, Victoria, wins the 
Victoria Cross at Lone Pine, Gallipoli.
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9 August 1915 Private J.Hamilton, VC
Private J. Hamilton, 3rd Battalion, originally from Orange, New South Wales, 
wins the Victoria Cross at Lone Pine, Gallipoli.

9 August 1915 Captain A.J. Shout, VC.
Captain A.J. Shout, 1st Battalion, originally from New Zealand, wins the Victoria 
Cross at Lone Pine, Gallipoli. (Posthumous award).

9 August 1915 Captain F.H.Tubb, VC.
Captain F.H. Tubb, 7th Battalion, originally from Longwood, Victoria, wins the 
Victoria Cross at Lone Pine, Gallipoli.

9-12 August 1916 Private M. O'Meara, VC.
Private M. O'Meara, 16th Battalion, originally from County Tipperary, Ireland, 
wins the Victoria Cross at Pozieres.

8 August 1918 Battle for Amiens begins.
The fighting that included the Battle for Amiens succeeded to the extent that the 
German high command referred to 8 August as the black day of the German 
Army. After 8 August the Germans believed that they would inevitably lose the 
war.

8 August 1918 Lieutenant A.E. Gaby, VC.
Lieutenant A.E. Gaby, 28th Battalion, originally from Springfield, Tasmania, wins 
the Victoria Cross at Villers Bretonneux. (Posthumous Award)

9 August 1918 Private R.M. Beatham, VC.
Private R.M. Beatham, 8th Battalion, originally from Cumberland, United 
Kingdom, wins the Victoria Cross at Rosi éres, east of Amiens. (Posthumous 
award).

10 August 1919 Corporal A. Sullivan, VC.
Corporal A. Sullivan, 45th Battalion Royal Fusiliers (ex AIF), originally from 
Crystal Brook, South Australia, wins the Victoria Cross at Dvina River, North 
Russia.

12 August 1918 Sergeant P.C. Statton, VC.
Sergeant P.C. Statton, 40th Battalion, originally from Beaconsfield, Tasmania, 
wins the Victoria Cross at Proyart, France.

27 August 1918 Lance Corporal B.S. Gordon, 41st Battalion, originally from  
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Launceston, Tasmania, wins the Victoria Cross near Bray, France.

31 August 1918 Private G. Cartwright, VC.
Private G. Cartwright, 33rd Battalion, originally from London, wins the Victoria 
Cross at Rood Wood near Peronne.

29 August 1919 Sergeant S.G. Pearse
Sergeant S.G. Pearse, 45th Battalion Royal Fusiliers (ex-AIF), originally from 
Glamorganshire, United Kingdom, wins the Victoria Cross at north of Emsta, 
North Russia. (Posthumous award).

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Making suburbs

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Making suburbs

Associations: TM Burke

Significance

Saxil Tuxen

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme

Other PAHT Subtheme: Remembering the fallen

Statement of Significance:
TM Burke's Portsmouth Estate is locally significant because:
-it is an indication of the patriotism of local Council members and the developer 
during WW1, the street names recalling Victoria Cross winners in the First War, 
and the general shape of the estate being a V  (Criterion A4) ;
- of its association with the renowned TM Burke and the well respected surveyor 
Saxil Tuxen (Criterion H1).

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate No

Recommendations

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Association with important person or group

A.4

H.1
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References
Australian War Museum time line www.awm.gov.au;
Nairn & Searle, 1979, `Australian Dictionary of Biography' V7: 486 Burke;
Bill Dickinson, 2000- extracts of Shire Council minutes, dated 3.8.2000;
Balnarring & District Historical Society Inc minutes 13/7/2000- Mary Karney has family history 
details re Oswin block.

Documentation

Tree Controls Apply?: -

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended (local policy only)

National Trust Register? Recommended

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the contributory elements include the 1916-18 estate plans, in terms of street names and 
alignments (LPs 8749, 8745). 

- to conserve and enhance these elements where enhancement would include replacement of any 
known missing original components in the plan or street names (i.e. misspelling of Symonds?);
- to conserve and enhance the public appreciation of these contributory elements by placing a local 
identification panel and brief history at the centre of the estate (market square?);
- to maintain the place's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further historical 
findings.

As changes to the place are already subject to planning application or in Council control, a local 
policy should be included in the planning scheme to address the heritage values of this place and 
thus direct assessment of planning applications.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler, Francine Gilfedder

External Paint Controls Apply? -

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? -

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? -

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? -
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Name of place Somerville Private Hospital, former
654

Other Names
Addres Eramosa Road

Somerville

Map (Melway) 107F12

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Shire

Creation date(s): 1914, 1920?

 18

Site Type: Hospital

Description:

This is  large Federation style hipped and gabled roof weatherboard house with 
distinctive fretted verandah frieze and bracket detailing and an extensive rear 
wing which is indicative of its hospital ward use. The house has a tall red brick 
chimney and a related timber picket fence. 

It is perhaps the most ornate  medium scale house design in the Hastings district.

Description

Condition
Externally excellent (undisturbed, well-preserved)

External Integrity
Externally intact/minimal intrusions
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History
Peter Holmes who stated his occupation as a gardener of Somerville Rd, owned 
this site in 1886 when it was part of a 55 acre property. He had purchased it form 
the 1863 Crown grant to Edwin Crowell of 168 acres. Holmes is also known to 
have operated a wine saloon (q.v.) in Grant Rd from 1877-1915 { Bennett: 86}. 
Peter was from Norway and his wife, Bridget Higgins, was Irish. His son was the 
well known JP Holmes associated with the nearby corner store.

Subdivision followed creating a number of large lots along Grant Rd, north of 
Guelph St, and smaller lots to the south along Eramosa Rd. This site was sold to 
Maud Isabel Hodgins in December 1913. This allowed the construction of this 
hospital.

Leila Shaw recalls Mrs Maude Isabel Hodgins (1866-1940) as both a widow and 
the proprietor of the Somerville Private Hospital. Maude was descended from the 
well known local Unthank family and as a nurse and midwife delivered many 
babies around the district. 

Rate books record Maud as the owner-occupier of a house on lot 7 in 1914-15, 
with an annual value of £20 { RB1914-15, 1784}. This continued until a £10 rise 
in valuation 1920-1 and in 1923  James E Murray took over the property { RB 
1922-23, 3371}.

In later years, the hospital or house was owned by  Miss Jane Murray (1930s), 
with only one mention of the hospital use in the 1929-30 rate book { RB1929-30, 
5341}. Leila Shaw writes of Leila Stapleton (nee Murray's) memories of the 
hospital as a `large Federation style timber houses which was owned by her 
aunty Annie (Mrs James Murray) who had died in 1927.

Sister Harcoan (later Mrs Harry Barber) is thought to have run the hospital after 
her death { Shaw, 1998: 281}.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Developing local, regional and national economies

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Treating what ails Australians

History and themes

Associations: Maud Isabel Hodgins James E Murray Annie Murray

Context
Set in a small group of early residential and commercial structures on the fringe of a busy rural commercial centre and 
sited opposite the school.
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Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme building local hospitals

Other PAHT Subtheme:

Statement of Significance:
The former Somerville Private Hospital is significant to the Shire because:
- it is the oldest hospital structure in the Shire and is well preserved (Criterion B2);
- it has been custom designed in manner which is both decorative and indicative 
of its former use (Criterion AF1; and
- for its long associations in the community with health care (Criterion A4, G1).

Tree Controls Apply?: No

Planning Scheme Protection? recommended

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate No

National Trust Register? recommended

Recommendations

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the contributory elements include  the former hospital:

- to conserve and enhance the building where enhancement would include replacement of any 
known missing original components in the building exterior or setting;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of this building;
- to ensure that new structures within the property are visually recessive and related in terms of 
form, size, materials and placement; 
- to maintain the place's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further historical 

External Paint Controls Apply? Yes

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? Yes

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Design or technological achievement

Social significance

Rarity or distinction among a comparable group

A.4

F.1

G.1

B.2
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References
Shaw, L notes 1999;
`The Age' property section;
Shaw, L. 1998. `The Way We Were'

Documentation

findings;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the  site, followed by the 
creation of an incorporated plan for better management in the planning scheme.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler, Francine Gilfedder
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Name of place Alan Nunn & Son store
191

Other Names JP Holmes Store, former

Addres Eramosa Road East
Somerville

Map (Melway) 107F12

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Shire

Creation date(s): 1889

   2

Site Type: Shop/store

History and themes

Description:

Located at the corner of Eramosa Rd East and  Grant Road, this is a  brick 
hipped roof shop with a skillion profile, return timber-framed street verandah. 
The roof is clad with corrugated iron and the window and door openings timber 
framed. There is quoining at the splayed corner of the building.

Description

Condition
Externally, good (partially disturbed, well preserved).

External Integrity
Externally, substantially intact/some intrusions.

Context
Located near to the former wine saloon, the pair provide evidence of the early core of this shopping centre.
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History
Historical background 

Stores were often the first focal points for a community, though sometimes they 
were operated from private homes, rather than purpose-built as shops. Some 
developed in townships after they were surveyed. Other stores served scattered 
rural communities or began in conjunction with mail deliveries via Cobb and Co. 
coaches.  Many of the early stores in the study area have been investigated in 
depth in Bruce Bennett's publication, `The Old General Store- A History of the 
General Stores' and `Post Offices on the Frankston -Flinders Road, Western 
Port' { Barnard, 2000}. 

Specific History 

Bruce Bennett writes that this corner store was thought to have been built from 
Webb bricks, as used in the Church of England,  and run from its outset by Peter 
Holmes. The name of the premises was, however, the JP Holmes Store (JP 
Holmes was Peter's son) although it is thought JP Holmes was not actually 
connected with the running of the store. The store components included a bake 
house, corn & chaff, grocery, drapery, and bootery. The store was later run in the 
name of Croft Bros. Storekeepers but reputedly only as a storehouse for the 
main store across the street as did Gibbons &  Tyree. By the time of their tenure 
the store verandah had been extended along Grants Rd { Bennett: 86}. 

However municipal rate records list Alan Nunn & Son on this site in 1888-9 on 
1/2 an acre (lot 8) and the owner-occupiers of a `new shop'. By the mid 1890s 
the proprietors were  Alan & Peter Nunn, followed by James P Holmes in 1896. 

The Nunns built a new brick general store in 1896 on the opposite corner (lot 17) 
which has since been demolished { RB}. There they advertised their celebrated 
Artificial Manures (phosphate) among other things in the `Mornington Standard' 
of 1896 { Bennett: 94}. 

Meanwhile Amelia Holmes had taken over this shop for a brief period around 
c1901, before Edmond & Alfred Martin took over the business while Peter 
Holmes maintained the freehold. In 1909-10, Sydney & Ernest Croft took up the 
store as the Croft Brothers, to be replaced by Gibbons & Tyree c1919. Other 
storekeepers or businesses to follow here included: Clarkes Stores, Birds stores, 
Sydney C Martin (owner-occupier) and Frederick Doherty { RB}.

Associations: Alan Nunn & Son Holmes, James Peter Sydney C Martin
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Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Developing local, regional and national economies

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Marketing & retailing

Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme Establishing stores to serve the local  community

Other PAHT Subtheme:

Statement of Significance:
Alan Nunn & Son store in Eramosa Road East, Somerville is significant to the 
Mornington Peninsula Shire because:
- it is the oldest functioning commercial building in the study area and hence 
embodies the memories of many local residents ( Criterion A4);
- it forms, with the wine saloon,  the early core of this shopping centre as a 
landmark building in the development of Somerville ( Criterion A4);
- it is associated with pioneering store keepers, Nunn and Holmes, both important 
commercial figures locally ( Criterion H1);
- it is externally well preserved, with its brickwork, shopfronts and street 
verandah, which is unusual for functioning commercial premises ( Criterion D2, 
B2);
- the store has been the subject of a number of commercial publications and 
images depicting the area's history as an indication of its social significance to the 
community ( Criterion G1) .

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate No

National Trust Register? Recommended

Recommendations

External Paint Controls Apply? Yes

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Social significance

Rarity or distinction among a comparable group

Good example of type

A.4

G.1

B.2

D.2

H.1 Association with important person or group
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References
Bennett, B. 1997 `The Old General Store': 86-;
Shaw 1998: 161;
Municipal Rate Books (RB)

Documentation

Tree Controls Apply?: No

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the main contributory element is the store:

- to conserve and enhance the building where enhancement would include replacement of any 
known missing original components in the building exterior or setting;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of this building;
- to ensure that new structures within the property are visually recessive and related to the existing 
building in terms of form, size, materials and placement but expressed as a separate identifiable 
entity; 
- to maintain the place's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further historical 
findings;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the  site, followed by the 
creation of an incorporated plan for better management in the planning scheme.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler, Francine Gilfedder

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? Yes
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Name of place Thornell's bakery, general shop & residence, former
186

Other Names Colonial Bank of Australasia, also  Lisdoonvarna

Addres Eramosa Road East
Somerville

Map (Melway) 107G12

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Shire

Creation date(s): 1890c

 30

Site Type: Shop/store

Description:

This is a single storey polychrome brick, verandahed and hipped roof residence, 
with a four-pane show window and separate four-panel shop and residence 
doors,  attached to a brick store with a timber framed show window (added) and 
glazed double doors (formerly vertical boarded ledge & braced doors). Quoining 
is expressed in the brickwork at the openings of the shop & residence while the 
store is plain brickwork. The house verandah is timber framed with cast-iron 
brackets and fringe. 

An early image of the building shows a timber framed skillion street verandah 
over the display window (verandah since removed) and what may have been a 
chaff store on the west has been since converted into a retail outlet by the 

Description
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History
Historical background 

Stores were often the first focal points for a community, though sometimes they 
were operated from private homes, rather than purpose-built as shops. Some 
developed in townships after they were surveyed. Other stores served scattered 
rural communities or began in conjunction with mail deliveries via Cobb and Co. 
coaches.  Many of the early stores in the study area have been investigated in 
depth in Bruce Bennett's publication, `The Old General Store- A History of the 
General Stores' and `Post Offices on the Frankston -Flinders Road, Western 
Port' { Barnard, 2000}. 

Specific history 

Lisdoonvarna was built for Mark and Elizabeth Thornell in Eramosa Road 
Somerville in the early 1890s. Elizabeth used the front of the house  as a shop 
from about 1893 to about 1911. The `Victoria Directory' 1891-2 has no mention 
of a Thornell shop keeper (fruit growers, gardeners instead) but in 1893-4, Mrs 
Mark Thornell, is listed as a Somerville dressmaker.

She also worked as a dressmaker there. The Thornells opened a Colonial Bank 
of Australasia agency there in 1892 and a doctor used a room there once a 
week. Mark worked in a bakery at the back of the house. An early image of the 
building shows the name Elizabeth Thornell Store on the shop street verandah 
(now gone) and a panel sign above the house verandah stating Colonial Bank of 
Australasia { Bennett: 109}. The bank agency commenced in 1892, opening on 
Fridays { Shaw, 2001}. Elizabeth Thornell (nee Murphy) came from 
Lisdoonvarna, a town in County Clare, on the west coast of Ireland { Shaw, 
2001}.

The first rate record for the shop and half-acre (part CA8 Tyabb parish plan) was 
in 1894-5 under the name of Mrs Elizabeth Thornell. Elizabeth and WG 

History and themes

introduction of the window and changes to the double doors and roofline.
Condition
Externally, good (partially disturbed, well preserved).

External Integrity
Externally, substantially intact/some intrusions- the street verandah has been removed and the adjoining store changed 
into a shop.

Context
Set well away from the other early shops in this road, the building is close to the former private hospital and across from 
the school, as another minor node to the town's development.
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Chancellor shared the rates for a `new house not rated' and the 6 acres with a 
store, on lot 7 part CA8, in 1910-11 (annual valuation £30), followed by a `shop & 
dwelling' in Chancellor's name in 1912--13, annual valuation £40. 

Baker, Charles Moore, was first listed in 1913-14 and remained there into the 
1940s under Thornell ownership.  Mary Thornell was the rated owner from the 
mid 1940s { RB}.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Developing local, regional and national economies

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Marketing & retailing

Associations: Mark and Elizabeth 
Thornell

Charles Moore Mary Thornell

Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme Establishing stores to serve the local  community

Other PAHT Subtheme: Financing Australia

Statement of Significance:
Thornell's bakery, general shop & residence in Eramosa Road East, Somerville, 
is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire because:
- it is among the oldest functioning commercial building in the study area and 
hence embodies the memories of many local residents ( Criterion A4);
- it is a landmark building in the development of Somerville township ( Criterion 
A4);
- it is associated with the pioneering Thornells, an important local family also as a 
Colonial Bank of Australasia agency and doctor's rooms ( Criterion H1);
- it is externally well preserved, with its coloured brickwork, show window and 
verandah, which is unusual for a commercial premises of this age ( Criterion D2, 
B2);
- the former bakery, store and bank have been the subject of a number of 
commercial publications and images depicting the area's history as an indication 

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Association with important person or group

Social significance

Good example of type

A.4

H.1

G.1

D.2
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of its social significance to the community ( Criterion G1) .

References
Bennett, B. 1997 `The Old General Store': 108- early image;
Barnard, 1999, Hastings District Heritage Study Stage One Environmental History: 32;
Shaw, L 1999 notes on draft;
Shaw, Leila 1998. `The Way We Were': 163;
Wise `Victoria Directory' 1891-2: 950 no mention of Thornell store keeper, 1893-4: 1255 Mrs Mark 
Thornell, dressmaker
Municipal Rate Books (RB) Frankston & Hastings Shire;
Lewis 1951 `Oxford Atlas' (OA);
Macbeth `Pioneer Index';
Shaw, L 2001 notes on draft- cites National Bank archives as source for 1892 date.

Documentation

Tree Controls Apply?: No

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate No

National Trust Register? Recommended

Recommendations

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the main contributory elements are the store and residence:

- to conserve and enhance the building where enhancement would include replacement of any 
known missing original components in the building exterior or setting;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of this building;
- to ensure that new structures within the property are visually recessive and related to the existing 
building in terms of form, size, materials and placement but expressed as a separate identifiable 
entity; 
- to maintain the place's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further historical 
findings;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the  site, followed by the 
creation of an incorporated plan for better management in the planning scheme.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler, Francine Gilfedder

External Paint Controls Apply? Yes

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? Yes
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Name of place James Grant farm complex
677

Other Names
Addres Eramosa Road East

Somerville

Map (Melway) 140A11

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Shire

Creation date(s): 1860s

138

Site Type: Farm house

Description:

This is an early simple but altered weatherboard farm house set well back from 
the road in a semi-mature garden. There is one section of artemesia hedge to 
the north west of the house yard, possibly once located around a vegetable 
garden as was the traditional use of the plant in a hedge. The roof form is a 
double gabled profile clad with corrugated iron. Initially only three rooms, it has 
been added to over the years but the early section is still apparent.

Description

Condition
Externally, good (partially disturbed, well preserved) - as judged from road.

External Integrity
Externally, substantially intact/some intrusions- as judged from road.
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History
This house is sited on Alex Scott's 1859 Crown Grant of 187 acres (CA10): Scott 
sold part of his lot to James Grant soon after purchase. Grant purchased CA41: 
he sold part of it to Scott.

Scott tenure of CA10
The earliest rate book available (1861) shows Scott on CA10, with 4 acres of 
cultivated  land and 54 acres of pasture on CA41. The cultivated area had 
increased by 2 acres in 1862 and pasture by 13 acres. The 1863 rate book lists a 
house and 73 acres of land, being part of allotment 10 and at an annual value of 
£20 which remained the same into the 1870s. The house is described as two 
rooms in 1865 and does not change until the 1880s. 

Meanwhile, David Scott, at first a gardener and then a farmer, had taken over the 
property in the early 1870s as parts of CA9 and CA10, now 98 acres. In the late 
1880s rate books also mentioned an orchard and a land size of 72 acres. John 
and Alex Scott had the property in the 1890s, with John Scott carrying it into the 
20th century to be succeeded by Mrs Emily Scott just before WW1. Ralph S 
Jackson was the next owner until 1920. The property was owned by  Sidney 
Docura & J Cozens as a 72 acre property from the 1920s { RB}.

Grant tenure of CA10, this site
James Grant snr held part of CA10, being a house and 12 acres, from around 
1900. This had been 16 acres under James Grant, gardener, in the early 1890s 
and 20 acres in the late 1880s. An earlier entry in the 1860s lists Grant on 20 
acres, part of CA10, and a 3 room house. The  earliest rate book of 1861 has 
him, like Alex Scott, on parts of CA10 and CA41 (his own Crown Grant of 1859), 
with a 3 room house, garden and 20 acres of land by 1863 { RB1861, 379, 406; 
RB1862,121}. 

Around 1908 Mrs Elizabeth Grant (his widow?) was the listed owner-occupier of 
this property, as 20 acres and a house, and continued to WW1 { RB1909-10, 
860}. Henry M Grant took over from c1916. He sold to James Riseborough 
around 1921 and Riseborough sold to Frank Maslin c1922 {RB1922-3, 3441}.

Valda Cole (nee Grant) writes in her history of the area that the name Somerville 
was decided upon for the district by a meeting of pioneers who gathered in the 

History and themes

Context
The site is on flat open agricultural land with the old school site to the south-west on the Lower Somerville Rd- part of the 
old Somerville settlement
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kitchen of James & Elizabeth Grant. The first Somerville Post Office was 
conducted in the school, with the mail bag being left at the Grant's house for 
collection { Cole, 1999}. The post office was later conducted  in this house from 
1872-1890,  then transferring to the local railway station { Cole, 1999; Cole: 202, 
206}. Another milestone for the community was the purchase of land for a union 
church in 1863 at the corner of Eramosa and Lower Somerville Roads. It was 
acquired  in the name of JW Clarke, Alfred Jones, James & Henry Thornell and 
James Grant. James Grant was succeeded in his church duties, at St Andrew's 
Somerville Presbyterian Church, by Henry Grant early in the 20th century. Henry 
was one of the Vicar's Guardians who oversaw the creation of the new church of 
1904 { Cole: 214-15}.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Engaging in primary production

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Unspecified primary industry

Associations: Grant, James Grant, Mrs Elizabeth Maslin, Frank

Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme

Other PAHT Subtheme:

Statement of Significance:
The James Grant farm house is significant to the Shire because:
- it is one if the oldest farm houses surviving from the first land sales and 
settlement of the area and located close to the old Somerville social centre, the 
school site (Criterion A4);
- it is one of the few buildings from the 1860s in the study area (Criterion B2); 
- it is associated with the Grant family who were key pioneers in the Somerville 
district (Criterion H1).

Recommendations

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Rarity or distinction among a comparable group

Association with important person or group

A.4

B.2

H.1
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References
Tyabb parish plan;
Municipal Rate Books;
Cole: James Grant 202-4, 207, 209, 214-15, 221, Henry- 215, 221, 224-5;
Cole, 1999: notes on draft Stage One history.

Documentation

Tree Controls Apply?: No

Planning Scheme Protection? recommended

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate No

National Trust Register? recommended

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the main contributory element is the residence:

- to conserve and enhance the building where enhancement would include replacement of any 
known missing original components in the building exterior or setting;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of this building;
- to ensure that new structures within the property are visually recessive and related to the existing 
building in terms of form, size, materials and placement but expressed as a separate identifiable 
entity; 
- to maintain the place's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further historical 
findings;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the  site, followed by the 
creation of an incorporated plan for better management in the planning scheme.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler, Francine Gilfedder

External Paint Controls Apply? Yes

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? Yes
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Name of place St Andrew's Anglican Church & trees
167

Other Names St Andrew's  Church of England

Addres Eramosa Road West
Somerville

Map (Melway) 107E12

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Local

Creation date(s): 1904

  2

Site Type: Church

Description:

Located at the corner of corner Station St, the church foundation stone states 
that it was laid  20/2/1904 laid by Clarke, with the Rev McFarlane,  with Mr 
Philbrick (tres.), and HM Grant (sec.) attending. 

The church is of red brick in a simple Gothic revival mode which is nevertheless 
more sophisticated than the many  weatherboard churches which had come 
before in the Shire. The roof is of corrugated iron, with a small but distinctive 
fleche over the main gable. The entry porch has trussing to the gable and the 
side walls are buttressed. A recent visually unrelated church hall is to the north 
of the church.

Description
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History
When the Frankston-Stony Point Railway line was built in 1889 Somerville 
Station was located to the west of the church and school. It was not long till the 
focus of the community moved there too. The Post Office moved to the station 
and a Mechanics Hall was built opposite in the early 1890s. Somerville seemed 
to develop quite rapidly after this. In 1895 its population was put at 200. In 1904, 
when St Andrews Church was opened, the new tennis courts completed and a 
new hotel licensed, the Mornington Standard  commented that
building operations are still in progress here, and as soon as one house is 
completed, our mushroom city is improved by another. Mr E. M'Gurk is erecting a 
cottage on his property next to the blacksmiths and Mr Shepherd, Snr., has 
made arrangements for the erection of a six-roomed villa. With these and the 
new Anglican Church, things should be brisk in the new year { Barnard, 2000}.  

The foundation stone for this church was laid 20/2/1904 by Miss Vera Clarke of 
Cliveden East Melbourne, with Rev McFarlane, PJ Philbrick (tres.), HM Grant 
(sec.). It was dedicated the following April by Dr H Lowther Clarke, Bishop of 
Melbourne { Cole: 216}.

The church was designed by James Salter Watts who conducted a Melbourne 
and peninsula practice. His plans were assessed in 1902 at a meeting of the 
Guardians, including H Grant, G Philbrick, F Hawken, W Shepherd, Messrs 
Anderson, Sage, Hawken and Murray { Cole: 215}. Tenders were called and a J 
Shimmin of Caulfield was chosen, with one of the Guardians, G Philbrick, being 
authorised to put in the foundations. H Gomm was made Clerk of Works. 

History and themes

The interior has not been inspected but the early descriptions indicate it is 
significant.

There is a flowering gum (donated by TW Brunning and planted by GR Phillips), 
`E. sideroxylon' (Mugga ironbark), and native grasses in the grounds { Shaw, 
2001}.  Memorial trees aid in the period expression and cultural significance of 
the place.

Condition
Good.

External Integrity
Externally generally unchanged.

Context
Set on the edge of the commercial area, next to the railway and across from early commercial sites like the former 
Homes general store and wine saloon.
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St Andrew's Anglican Church at Somerville was constructed ... using bricks 
made by the Somerville Brick and Tile Co. The Somerville Brick, Tile and Pottery 
Co. was opened on Mr Webb's property, Oakhurst, one and a half miles south-
west of Somerville in 1902. It had been preceded in the 1890s by a kiln on the 
same property. The company owned a kiln, as well as machinery for 
manufacturing and pressing bricks. As well as making bricks and tiles, it also 
planned to manufacture drainage pipes for use by orchardists { Barnard, 2000}.

When it was complete the `Church of England Messenger' proclaimed it a 
`handsome and substantial brick building' in the Gothic style. It was noted as 
seating 120 people and the interior fittings were described as `pleasing'. The 
ceiling was diagonally fixed `Californian pine', the seats were kauri, and the altar 
table was designed by Watts { Cole: 216}.

The hall was erected by local builder,  Gaz (?) Shaw and includes a time capsule.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Forming associations

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Making places for worship

Associations: Church of England Anglican Church

Significance

Watts, JS

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme Worshipping - establishment of local churches and 
congregations

Other PAHT Subtheme:

Statement of Significance:
St Andrews Church of England is locally significant because:
- It is one of the oldest public buildings in Somerville ( Criterion B2);
- its construction marked a phase of new prosperity in the town and its location 
the influence of the arrival of the Somerville railway station (Criterion A4);

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Good example of type

Social significance

Rarity or distinction among a comparable group

A.4

D.2

G.1

B.2

F.1 Design or technological achievement
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- Of its relatively high external integrity to its construction date in 1904 (Criterion 
D2) ;
- It is evocative of early church design in the area beyond the simple gabled 
weatherboard structures of old (Criterion F1) ;
- It is evocative of early brick making in the area, being one of the few examples 
of their use surviving (Criterion A4, B2);
- Of its long historical and social links with the local church and Somerville 
communities and, remaining externally generally unchanged since it was built 
(Criterion A4, G1).

References
Draft Environmental History, Stage One (DEH): 16;
Cole: 201-25;
Shaw, L 2001 notes on draft, cites fruitgrowers cooperative minutes

Documentation

Tree Controls Apply?: Yes

Planning Scheme Protection? recommended

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate No

National Trust Register? recommended

Recommendations

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the contributory elements include  the church and associated Edwardian-era fabric, and trees 
(flowering gum donated by TW Brunning and planted by GR Phillips, `E. sideroxylon' or Mugga 
ironbark) :
- to conserve and enhance the church where enhancement would include replacement of any 
known missing original components in the building exterior or setting;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of these contributory elements;
- to ensure that new structures within the place are visually recessive and related in terms of form, 
size, materials and placement and do not affect the public view of the church; 
- to maintain the place's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further historical 
findings;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the  site, followed by the 
creation of an incorporated plan for better management in the planning scheme.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler

External Paint Controls Apply? Yes

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? Yes
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Name of place Camping reserves A, B, C & Robertson Park
640

Other Names
Addres Fethers & Masonsmith Roads

Balnarring Beach

Map (Melway) 193CE9

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Local

Creation date(s): 1913--

off

Site Type: Camping ground

Description:

This place contains early camping sites & facilities (such as an outdoor cinema, 
the ranger's house) set on grasslands, among indigenous planting and accessed 
by gravelled roads. There are also unrelated service blocks and car parking 
areas.

Description

Condition
Good (partially disturbed, well preserved).

External Integrity
Partially intact/intrusions. Gradual accumulation of unrelated buildings and paved areas, eroding the natural qualities of 
the site noted in the 1920s.

Context
Part of urban development centre on the coast adjoining farm land.
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History
`At Balnarring Beach, or Tulum as it was originally known, camp sites were 
available on three reserves (A, B and C), which had originally been reserved 
along with the foreshore reserve. In the mid-1950s men's and women's toilets 
were moved from the Balnarring Racecourse to the Foreshore and tennis courts 
were constructed on one of the recreation reserves. The Foreshore Reserve 
Committee of Management moved a house from the site of the Somers RAAF 
and later migrant camp to the foreshore to serve as a ranger's house in 1958. 
During the 1950s, the Foreshore Management Committee also provided an open 
air cinema for campers on one of the reserves and carnivals on what later 
became Robertson Park { Barnard, 2000}.

These camping ground or recreation reserves evolved from a letter written in 
1913 by HM Crimp of the Balnarring Progress Association seeking their 
reservation: `that this piece is covered with beautiful growth of titree, 
honeysuckle and white gum, and is already a beautiful natural park and has 
been used ever since the park has been accessible as a picnic and camping 
ground'.  After due reflection the lands Department recommended the temporary 
reservation of 5 acres in the Township of Tulum: `for the recreation convenience 
or amusement of the people and excepted from occupation for residence or 
business…' After a public meeting at the Balnarring Hall, early in 1914, the 
following committee members were elected: Cr John Davies, Cr Robert Stanley, 
Cr David Buckley, Louis Berryman and Valentine Hellicar.

The committee became concerned about the camping habits of some on the 
reserve and resolved to appoint someone who lived close to the reserve as 
reserve secretary, allowing some tighter control of the place. New more stringent 
regulations were adopted later in that year. 

One measure to control the reserve met local opposition from the Stone family. 
The reserve had been fenced and as a result blocked road access to their store, 
inspiring Annie Stone to write in 1926: `… difficult to make a living if people 
cant's come down in their cars'.  The transition from nature reserve to camping 
ground continued unabated with George & A Mentiplay writing in 1931 that 
campers had been allowed to occupy the reserve during the holidays, causing 
considerable destruction of ti-tree. Sanitary arrangements were of the worst kind 
and damage had been done to the foreshore. He sent photographs to prove his 
point, taken during Christmas 1930-1. One showed the crowded nature of tents 
on the reserve with some trees still surviving; there were trading signs fixed to 
trees (Stones Store) and empty bottles and rubbish left by campers; and the 

History and themes
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remains of a boardwalk across reeds which had been used for firewood by 
campers. 

In the same year a public meeting elected a new reserve committee of 
management which was now separate from the foreshore committee and 
presumably reflected greater commercial use of the area. They included: Ernest 
Stone storekeeper, James Clark, Henry Cobbitt, Robert Waldron,  all farmers, 
and labourer  John Meehan, plumber William Edwards, and Shire representative 
Cr David Buckley.  Albert Robertson was the honorary Crown lands Bailiff who 
lived in Prahran during the week but at Tulum Rd, Balnarring Beach, during the 
weekend.  He reported a number of campers cutting down trees on the reserves, 
stating that they did not know it was wrong. A lands department inspection 
reinforced the view that no more trees should be cut down. A petition in June 
1932 sought prohibition of camping on the Tulum Park Recreation reserve

Resolution of some of these problems in 1933 meant that camping was 
prohibited on the main recreation reserve, with town lots 9-14 to be as park and 
water access (Res A),  and that camping be allowed on lots 29-35 (res B). The 
reserve committee resolved in August 1934 to mark with posts the area for 
campers {B&DHS, 1996: 14}.

In the post war years there was an accumulation of buildings and structures at 
the expense of the nature park which had gone before. There was no objection 
to building a public hall on the recreation reserve in 1946, for use by the Tulum 
fire brigade and it was noted that shade trees were cut down there when building 
a tennis court. The committee had set aside £50 to make these courts. In 1956 
the Balnarring Race Club's offer to pay £50 towards building public 
conveniences was accepted by the committee. In 1957 wiring was installed at 
the open air moving picture site. 

In 1959 it was agreed to rename one of the reserves, Robertson Park, after the 
first Crown Land Bailiff who had retired the previous year after 30 years of 
service.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Going on holiday

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Going on holiday

Associations: Management 
Committee

Albert Robertson

Environmental History theme development of beach and foreshore amenities

Other PAHT Subtheme:
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Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Statement of Significance:
Camping reserves A, B, C & Robertson Park are significant to the Mornington 
Peninsula Shire because:
- they were among the first public camping reserves in the district and heralded 
the later rapid growth of the beachside urban area at Balnarring Beach (Criterion 
A4);
- they were the subject of long term public involvement in the struggle to maintain 
the rustic bushland setting while providing for the camper and associated 
commercial interests as well as fond memories of those who discovered seaside 
camping and later residency within or near their boundaries (Criterion G1); and
- they reflect the newfound ability of town dwellers to reach relatively remote rural 
seascapes, from the Edwardian-era, now aided by the motor car (Criterion A4). .

Tree Controls Apply?: -

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended (local policy only)

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate No

National Trust Register? Recommended

Recommendations

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the contributory elements include  the reserved land, associated fabric and landscape from or near 
the establishment date of the reserves:

- to conserve and enhance the reserve where enhancement would include replacement of any 

External Paint Controls Apply? -

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? -

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? -

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? -

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Social significance

A.4

G.1
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Barnard, 1999, Hastings District Heritage Study Stage One Environmental History: 55;
B&DHS 1995: 40-
B&DHS 1996: 57- camped at A reserve 1944 image, 14 - minutes;
Bennett, B. 1997 `The Old General Store': 207 Balnarring parish plan - reserve file Rs 490 `leasing 
of reserve objected to by Balnarring Progress Assoc.'
Reserve file Rs 490 Cs 1059, 5 acres, 9-14/5

Documentation

known missing original components in the reserve's setting such as indigenous planting;
- to conserve and enhance the public appreciation of the reserve;
- to ensure that new structures within the place are concealed or visually recessive and related in 
terms of form, size, materials and placement to early structures on the reserve and planting is 
related to the indigenous landscape qualities first valued at the reserve; 
- to maintain the place's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further historical 
findings;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the  site, followed by the 
creation of an incorporated plan for better management in the planning scheme.

As a Crown Reserve under the Department of Natural Resources & Environment, this place is 
excluded from planning control (T Roper, GG 1988). Council should however prepare a local policy 
in the planning scheme to ensure any advisory role it has at the reserve includes heritage 
considerations.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler, Francine Gilfedder
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Name of place Trees, house site
116

Other Names `Araucaria bidwilli'  (bunya), `Araucaria heterophylla'  (Norfolk Island pines), `

Addres Frankston Flinders Road
Somerville

Map (Melway) 148 J4

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Shire

Creation date(s): 1904-7?

1275

Site Type: Specimen tree(s)

Description:

This  former farm house site, at the south-east corner of the Bungower and 
Frankston Flinders Roads,  has many notable trees. They include 2x `Araucaria 
sp.':  a Norfolk Island pine (`Araucaria heterophylla' 20m), bunya pine 
(`Araucaria bidwilli'  16m),  an oak, a Monterey pine  at the corner (`Pinus 
radiata' 25m), and an Italian cypress (`Cupressus sempervirens' 20m) north of 
the `Araucaria' specimens.  Another `Araucaria' specimen is on the road reserve 
across the Frankston Flinders Road,  a truncated Norfolk Island pine  
(`Araucaria heterophylla' 15m high) set 30m south of the Bungower Rd edge at 
AMG 341432, 5765956, east of the fence line.
Recent road construction has damaged this place.

Description
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`Araucaria bidwilli' 
`From the rainforests of southeast Queensland, Australia, this tree grows slowly 
to about 120 ft (36 m), developing a symmetrical, domed crown as it matures. 
The many long branches jutting out from the thick trunk have flat, dark green, 
prickly leaves about 2 in (5 cm) long. Mature trees bear huge, pineapple-like 
cones weighing up to 18 lb (8 kg) with large edible seeds. Ideal for large 
gardens in subtropical to warm-temperate climates with good rainfall, it can 
adapt to somewhat cooler, drier conditions (but not seashores)' { Botanica}. 

`Araucaria heterophylla' 
`Upright with a regular branching pattern, conical form and fast growing to 100 ft 
(30 m) or more, this Norfolk Island endemic is widely planted in subtropical 
coastal regions. The plants are wind tolerant, retaining their quite vertical and 
symmetrical habit even in the face of incessant onshore gales, and are able to 
thrive in deep sand; they need reliable water when young, but can tolerate dry 
spells once established. It is shade tolerant when young and can be long lasting 
in pots'  { Botanica}.

`Cupressus sempervirens'
`This species, a familiar tree in Italy, France and Spain, was introduced to these 
countries from the eastern Mediterranean. It has fine dark grayish green foliage 
with very tiny scale leaves in slightly flattened sprays, and large, slightly 
elongated, pale brown cones. In its growth habit the Mediterranean cypress 
exhibits a curious phenomenon: the form usually cultivated, known as ‘Stricta’, is 
narrowly columnar, but a proportion of its seedlings grow into trees with side 
branches at a wide angle to the trunk; this form is often known as ‘Horizontalis’. 
More tolerant of dry conditions and slower growing than most other cypresses, it 
makes quite vigorous growth under good conditions in a warm climate. The 
‘Stricta’ form can reach 15-20 ft (4.5-6 m) in 10 years, often as a slim column at 
this stage, but old trees of 30-40 ft (9-12 m) are usually much broader. It takes 
well to topiary. ‘Swane’s Golden’, an Australian cultivar with foliage flecked 
golden yellow with deeper gold tips, is slower growing than ‘Stricta’ but can still 
reach 20 ft (6 m) or more. It is rather frost tender. ‘Gracilis’ is a narrowly 
columnar cultivar raised in New Zealand, slow growing and maturing at about 15 
ft (4.5 m) with a width of about 3 ft (1 m). It has bright green foliage' { Botanica}.

The collection of trees are unusual within the Shire as a farm house setting  (see 
also the nearby Brunning's farm).

Condition
Good (partially disturbed, well preserved)- the trees are generally in good condition.

External Integrity
The house has been removed but the trees indicate the site.

161 of 529Graeme Butler & Associates, 2001 Volume 1:  Appendix 1:



Hastings District Heritage Places

History
The original grantee of the land, James Grant, purchased  CA41 in 1859 (then 
99 acres) but he chose to reside elsewhere however, leasing and then 
purchasing 10 acres from Alex Scott and building a house on the north-east 
corner of Eramosa and the Lower Somerville Road (q.v.).

This property (part of CA 41) is shown as `Nilsson, butcher'  in Roach's 1937-51 
mail run map published by Leila Shaw { Shaw 1989}. Leila recalls that there was 
a slaughter house and yard at the corner { Shaw, 2001}.

Rate records show Hugh Nilsson there in the 1920s-1950s, occupying 54 or 55 
acres on CA41, Tyabb parish.  Others with a stake in CA41 were Gilbert Camm 
and the Armstrongs. In the 1930s it was split up in rate listings into 40 acres and 
a house and 15 acres as `lot 5' (lot 5 was actually 20 acres on the subdivision 
plan).  Nilsson had purchased the property from George Keast c1923 and Keast 
was rated as the owner from  c1922 but had in fact owned it since c1912. Robert 
Smith had the smaller lot (20 acres) on CA41. A subdivision of 1914 (LP6389) 
shows the 99 acres divided into four lots of around 10 acres along the Bungower 
Road and three lots of around 20 acres each facing the Frankston Road. This 
site was lot 1.  

Keast had bought it as 99 acres and a house from Henry Thornell who had it for 
a brief period c1907-10 but it was Ronald McLaurin (rated there c1904-7) who 
appears to be the first to own a house on the lot.  Before that, Thomas Morrison, 
held it from the 1880s as 100 acres but no house was mentioned in rate 
descriptions. Ronald McLaurin and  Thornell (pioneers of the Somerville area) 
were both involved in the Tyabb fruit growers' cooperative { Shaw, 1998}.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Developing cultural institutions and ways of life

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Creating private landscape

History and themes

Associations: Ronald McLaurin Thomas Gellibrand Hugh Nilsson

Significance

Environmental History theme

Other PAHT Subtheme: Developing sheep and cattle industries

Context
Set in open farm land next to former and existing orchard properties, and near to the Brunning family farms. Another 
Norfolk Island pine is located to the south of this group on the west side of the Frankston-Flinders Road.
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Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Statement of Significance:
These trees at the Frankston Flinders Rd and Bungower Road corner are 
significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire because:
- the combination of type, form and maturity make the `Araucaria' specimens rare 
within the Shire compared to other trees of a similar maturity (Criterion B2) ;
- the collection of mature exotics (`Araucaria' specimens, oak, Italian cypress) 
reflect the former farm house site and its owner's preoccupation with introducing 
an exotic landscape around the house as a setting for imported landscape values 
( Criterion A4); and 
- as relatively unusual  house yard plantings in the area  (Criterion A4, B2).

Tree Controls Apply?: Yes

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate No

National Trust Register? Recommended

Recommendations

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the contributory elements include the farm house site and the cited tree (2x `Araucaria sp.' ie.   
Norfolk Island pine (`Araucaria heterophylla' 20m), bunya pine (`Araucaria bidwilli'  16m);  an oak, a 
Monterey pine  at the corner (`Pinus radiata' 25m), and an Italian cypress (`Cupressus 
sempervirens' 20m) north of the `Araucaria' specimens, a truncated Norfolk Island pine  (`Araucaria 
heterophylla' 15m high)  on the road reserve across the Frankston Flinders Road,  30m south of the 
Bungower Rd), with emphasis on mature exotic trees  from or near the planting date of the cited 
specimens:

- to conserve and enhance these elements where enhancement would include replacement of any 

External Paint Controls Apply? No

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? No

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Rarity or distinction among a comparable group

A.4

B.2
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Shaw, Leila 1998. `The Way We Were': 191 map - CA 41 James Grant property, 46- Nilsson 
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Documentation

known missing original components in the building or setting;
- to conserve and enhance the visual relationship between any contributory elements at the place;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of these contributory elements;
- to ensure that new structures or planting within the place are visually recessive and related in 
terms of form, size, materials and placement; 
- to maintain the place's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further historical 
findings;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the  site, followed by the 
creation of an incorporated plan for better management in the planning scheme..

Assessed By: Graeme Butler, Francine Gilfedder
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Name of place Fernbank complex
202

Other Names Cole house

Addres Frankston Flinders Road
Somerville

Map (Melway) 148J6

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Region

Creation date(s): 1886c, 1891-

1330

Site Type: Orchard complex

Description:

This is a  hipped roof weatherboard farm house with dichrome brick chimneys 
(red brick shafts, corrugated iron roof cladding and cream brick corbels and 
detail to shaft) and  return timber-framed skillion form verandah (square section 
posts).  The two front windows are the typical three-light Victorian-era type as is 
the four-panel front door. The verandah frieze and brackets are missing. The 
general form is late o the Victorian-era Italianate style  { Butler, 1989} the cream 
and red chimneys with their corbelled tops provide an Edwardian-era character. 

The generally later landscape setting includes an `Araucaria sp.' (Norfolk Island 
pine c17m high),  blue Atlantic cedar, deodar cedar, Bhutan and Monterey 
cypress, and there is a related picket fence and gateway. Mature trees aid in the 

Description

165 of 529Graeme Butler & Associates, 2001 Volume 1:  Appendix 1:



Hastings District Heritage Places

History
Background History 

Orchards have been the most predominant land use in the Study Area, covering 
much of the land from Somerville to Red Hill. Some of the earliest selectors in 
the area, who took up their blocks in the 1860s and 1870s, planted the first fruit 
trees. Apples and pears were the main fruits grown, although berries and stone 
fruit were also grown in the Red Hill area. Many family names of original 
selectors are still associated with the study area, the descendants of the first 
selectors still continuing to work the land settled by their ancestors. Some of 
these first selectors became well-known as orchardists and nurserymen and 
played prominent local roles in establishing cool stores and community services 
in their local areas. Fruit, particularly apples, from the study area was exported 
overseas as well as catering to the domestic market.

The Shepherd family were amongst those who selected land in the Parish of 
Tyabb. W.H.. Shepherd took up block 14 Parish of Tyabb in the 1860s and 
planted an orchard. In 1886 the Shepherd family  were one of four local 
orchardists to exhibit fruit at the Colonial and Indian Exhibition in London. The 
other three were William Brunning, J. Holt And Thomas Thornell. In the 1940s 
the Shepherd family operation moved to Moorooduc, when they purchased part 
of the old Two Bays Nursery. The Shepherd family continue to operate this fruit 
and exotic tree nursery. 
The Victorian orchard industry expanded around the turn of the century, aided by 
a government export bonus and an encouragement planting scheme.   The 
construction of the Stony Point railway line in 1889 was an added boon to local 

History and themes

period expression and cultural significance of the place as indicators of age and 
period.

Corrugated iron clad gabled sheds are located to the north west of the house 
yard, noting that the former King cattle station property shed was reputedly 
moved to this site { Cole 2000}. A semi-mature row of spotted gums is on the 
road reserve in front of the house.

Condition
Externally, good (partially disturbed, well preserved).

External Integrity
Externally, substantially intact/some intrusions- the verandah is incomplete.

Context
In flat agricultural land south of the town of Somerville, south of a former packing shed on the roadside and just to the 
north of King's Pre-emptive Right.
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orchardists as it offered accessible and regular transport to Melbourne. 
Refrigerated cool stores, which appeared in the first decades of the twentieth 
century also aided the orchard industry. By this time it was estimated that around 
60,000 cases of fruit annually were produced in the Somerville, Tyabb and 
Baxter district. 
 
By 1917 there were approximately 2,070 acres of bearing trees and 999 acres of 
non bearing trees in the districts of Somerville, Tyabb and Hastings. Even in 
1960, orchards provided the main source of income in the Shire , when 
approximately 3,000 acres were still planted with apples and pears and 380,000 
cases of apples and 30,000 cases of pears were produced annually.   Pressure 
to subdivide rural land into hobby farms, residential areas and other primary 
production uses has led to a reduction in the acreage devoted to orchards in 
recent decades. Nevertheless even ten years ago a large proportion of Victoria's 
apples still came from the Mornington Peninsula. In 1988/89 the former Shire of 
Hastings was the second most significant local government area for orchards in 
Victoria. At that time there were still 625 ha of land in the Shire devoted to 
orchards, compared with 859 in the former Shire of Lilydale. 
Apart from the still functioning orchard properties, there are many reminders of 
this major land use from the past in the form of former cool stores, farm 
buildings, remnant fruit trees and orchardists' homes { Barnard, 2000}. 

Specific History 
The Cole family house, Fernbank, which  still stands on the Frankston-Flinders 
Road, Somerville, was commenced in 1886 with the four main front rooms added 
in 1891 by local builder, George J. Philbrick.  The sketch plan and specifications 
are still held by the family { Barnard, 2000}.

Rate records list this property as 44 acres, part CA43, owned by George Graham 
Cole as land in 1903-4. However the first listing of a house on 50 acres is in 
1904-5 { RB}.  George & Sarah Cole and their family remained there until the 
house at 1551-3 Frankston Flinders Rd was built in 1915 (q.v.).  Lewis G Cole, 
his son, then became the owner-occupier of this house. Lewis died in 1951, aged 
63. Mrs Elma Cole was then the owner-occupier until Harry Cole took up the 
property in 1953.

GG Cole was a prominent local figure with involvement in the Church of England 
(first guardian 1899), local cricket club (provided land for early games 1907), 
provided land for the Tyabb Railway School from the estate, chaired many 
seminal public meetings such as the proposed carriage of local fruit to 
Melbourne markets in 1889, original trustee of the Somerville mechanics hall 
built 1891, first president of the Somerville Fruitgrowers Association in 1892, and 
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a local Councillor. Lewis was one of the local boys to fighting WW1, responding 
on behalf of his comrades at a farewell reception as they departed in 1914. The 
aerial views of 1953 show extensive orchard planting near the house and across 
the road

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Engaging in primary production

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Fruit growing

Associations: Cole, GG Cole, Lewis G Cole, Harry

Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme orchards and coolstores

Other PAHT Subtheme:

Statement of Significance:
Fernbank is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Region because;
- of its historical associations with the locally prominent GG Cole and his family 
(Criterion H1) ;
- for its relative high state of preservation as one of the more substantial 
orchardist's houses of the Victorian-era  in the Shire (Criterion D2) ;
- for its link with the locally important orchard industry and key phases of its 
development (Criterion A4).

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate recommended

National Trust Register? Recommended

Recommendations

External Paint Controls Apply? Yes

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Association with important person or group

A.4

H.1
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Valda Cole 59774362, Box 58, Tyabb, 2913-  has details;
Municipal Rate Book (RB)
Cole 1975: 15, 224;
Cole, P 2000 verbal

Documentation

Tree Controls Apply?: Yes

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the main contributory element is the residence and any associated or cited landscape ( (includes 
`Araucaria sp.' or Norfolk Island pine c17m high,  blue Atlantic cedar, deodar cedar, Bhutan and 
Monterey cypress) or out-buildings from the GG Cole era .

- to conserve and enhance these contributory elements where enhancement would include 
replacement of any known missing original components in the buildings' exteriors or setting;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of these contributory elements;
- to ensure that new structures within the property are visually recessive and related to the existing 
building in terms of form, size, materials and placement but expressed as a separate identifiable 
entity; 
- to maintain the place's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further historical 
findings;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the property, followed by the 
creation of an incorporated plan for the management of the property in the planning scheme.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler, Francine Gilfedder

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? Yes

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? Yes
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Name of place King's Cattle Station Pre-emptive Right
631

Other Names Bunguyan Pre-emptive Right

Addres Frankston Flinders Road
Somerville

Map (Melway) 148J8

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Shire

Creation date(s): 1845-

1447,

Site Type: Pastoral lease

Description:

The location of King's improvements on the Bunguyan or King's Cattle Station 
pastoral lease from 1845 was on the south-east corner of O'Neills and the 
Frankston Flinders Road. Today the water hole marked on the 1858 is still there 
with some indigenous planting at its border in the form of swamp paperbark 
indicating the vegetation type there in the pastoral era. A large new house is 
located to the east of the water hole on the line of one of the old dray tracks 
(now Frankston Flinders Road).

Description

Condition
Fair. The man made elements shown in 1858 are not visible but archaeological examination may reveal traces of them.

External Integrity
Poor, given the removal of most early cultural elements and the addition of exotic grass types not necessarily used at 
that time,  but The water hole remains as shown in the 1858 plan as does some indicative vegetation. Fence and track 
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History
The large Bunguyan or King's Cattle Station covered 15,000 acres on the west 
shore of Western Port Bay when it was licensed to Martha Jane King in August 
1845. It was located in the area now known as Tyabb. At this stage the run 
included Sandstone Island which, in 1854 ,was separated from Bunguyan and 
licensed to John Rogers who married Martha's niece { Cole: 2-}. Martha also 
held the Moonee Moonee Ponds lease from 1840: she died in 1870 aged 70 { 
Cole: 2-, Macbeth}.

In 1859 Vaughan and Wild bought the lease to Bunguyan and then it passed in 
1865 to John Watson till June 1872, when William Brown Junior took it up, 
dividing the property into North and South . William Brown retained the lease on 
the north section of the property until it was cancelled in 1879. J. Watson held 
the South portion until 1877 when Eliza Sadlier took it over until it was cancelled 
in 1882 {Billis & Kenyon}.

The Run Plan of 1858 show the newly created 161 acre Bunguyan pre-emptive 
right and surrounding area as `excellent pasture land, thickly wooded with Gum, 
Cherry and Lightwood' (manna gum?), with `Permanent Fresh Water'  where 
today's lagoon or dam is located and  fenced stockyard enclosures to the south 
and west of it. Buildings were shown on the south edge of the water hole and a 
dray track passed by its west end, heading on an angle across the current road 
pattern.   A `bush fence' followed the line of this track while another track passed 
on the east of the water hole following the general path of the Frankston Flinders 
Road { CPO}.  

Valda Cole has observed that the homestead was strategically sited at the 
junction of two busy dray tracks - one linking the Coolart and Flinders stations 
with Frankston and the other linking Port Phillip with the Tooradin district.  The  
Protector of Aborigines, William Thomas, recorded a cordial visit to the 
Bunguyan station in 1848 { Cole: 3}.

New surveyed allotments surrounded the pre-emptive right as an indication of 
the reasons for its creation. Adjoining on the north was a proposed Water 
Reserve of 67 acres, with another on the coast to the east (near Gordon Rolfe 
Reserve) and the Tyabb Waterholes to the north. As with the Tyabb water holes, 
the lagoons at Bunguyan station attracted bird life- the government zoologist 

History and themes

alignments have changed.

Context
The site is surrounded by flat agricultural land, with some nearby orchards.

171 of 529Graeme Butler & Associates, 2001 Volume 1:  Appendix 1:



Hastings District Heritage Places

reporting bird sightings there in 1854 { Cole: 13}.

The property was sold in 1860 to pay debts owing to Hugh Glass among others 
with a later purchaser being J O'Neill in 1864. Lewis Cole purchased 100 acres 
and the homestead in 1934, subdivided and resold. In the 1950s the house was 
dismantled, with the Oregon studs being reused to build another house on the 
property. The house had a verandah, 6 large rooms, was weatherboard clad, 
lathe and plaster lined, a corrugated iron roof, and had a rear service courtyard.

The Martha King memorial, (Historical marker 1) was placed in the vicinity by the 
Shire of Hastings Historical Society during the Bicentenary.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Peopling the continent

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Promoting settlement on the land 
through selection and group 
settlement

Associations: Martha Jane King Vaughan and Wild J. Watson

Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme Pastoralists

Other PAHT Subtheme:

Statement of Significance:
The King's Cattle Station Pre-emptive Right is significant to the Shire:
- as the site of one of the earliest European farming occupations in the Shire, as 
now expressed by the water holes, grasslands and some remnant indigenous 
landscape (Criterion A4);
- as one of a small number of pre-emptive rights in this part of the Shire (Criterion 
B2).
- for the recognition given to the place by the local community (Criterion G1)

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Rarity or distinction among a comparable group

Social significance

A.4

B.2

G.1
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Documentation

Tree Controls Apply?: Yes

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate No

National Trust Register? Recommended

Recommendations

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the main contributory element is the associated landscape  from or indicative of the pastoral lease 
era (water holes, indigenous trees), with potential for archaeological sites within the title (fence and 
track lines, building footings).

- to conserve and enhance these contributory elements where enhancement would include 
archaeological retrieval of cultural evidence and conservation would include retention of open 
grassland farming here;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of the contributory elements;
- to ensure that new structures within the property are concealed or visually recessive within the 
public view (as visible from road reserves or public areas); 
- to maintain the place's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further historical 
findings;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the property, followed by the 
creation of an incorporated plan for the management of the property in the planning scheme.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler

External Paint Controls Apply? No

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? No
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Name of place King's Cattle Station Pre-emptive Right
631

Other Names Bunguyan Pre-emptive Right

Addres Frankston Flinders Road
Somerville

Map (Melway) 148J8

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Shire

Creation date(s): 1845-

1447,

Site Type: Pastoral lease

Description:

The location of King's improvements on the Bunguyan or King's Cattle Station 
pastoral lease from 1845 was on the south-east corner of O'Neills and the 
Frankston Flinders Road. Today the water hole marked on the 1858 is still there 
with some indigenous planting at its border in the form of swamp paperbark 
indicating the vegetation type there in the pastoral era. A large new house is 
located to the east of the water hole on the line of one of the old dray tracks 
(now Frankston Flinders Road).

Description

Condition
Fair. The man made elements shown in 1858 are not visible but archaeological examination may reveal traces of them.

External Integrity
Poor, given the removal of most early cultural elements and the addition of exotic grass types not necessarily used at 
that time,  but The water hole remains as shown in the 1858 plan as does some indicative vegetation. Fence and track 
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History
The large Bunguyan or King's Cattle Station covered 15,000 acres on the west 
shore of Western Port Bay when it was licensed to Martha Jane King in August 
1845. It was located in the area now known as Tyabb. At this stage the run 
included Sandstone Island which, in 1854 ,was separated from Bunguyan and 
licensed to John Rogers who married Martha's niece { Cole: 2-}. Martha also 
held the Moonee Moonee Ponds lease from 1840: she died in 1870 aged 70 { 
Cole: 2-, Macbeth}.

In 1859 Vaughan and Wild bought the lease to Bunguyan and then it passed in 
1865 to John Watson till June 1872, when William Brown Junior took it up, 
dividing the property into North and South . William Brown retained the lease on 
the north section of the property until it was cancelled in 1879. J. Watson held 
the South portion until 1877 when Eliza Sadlier took it over until it was cancelled 
in 1882 {Billis & Kenyon}.

The Run Plan of 1858 show the newly created 161 acre Bunguyan pre-emptive 
right and surrounding area as `excellent pasture land, thickly wooded with Gum, 
Cherry and Lightwood' (manna gum?), with `Permanent Fresh Water'  where 
today's lagoon or dam is located and  fenced stockyard enclosures to the south 
and west of it. Buildings were shown on the south edge of the water hole and a 
dray track passed by its west end, heading on an angle across the current road 
pattern.   A `bush fence' followed the line of this track while another track passed 
on the east of the water hole following the general path of the Frankston Flinders 
Road { CPO}.  

Valda Cole has observed that the homestead was strategically sited at the 
junction of two busy dray tracks - one linking the Coolart and Flinders stations 
with Frankston and the other linking Port Phillip with the Tooradin district.  The  
Protector of Aborigines, William Thomas, recorded a cordial visit to the 
Bunguyan station in 1848 { Cole: 3}.

New surveyed allotments surrounded the pre-emptive right as an indication of 
the reasons for its creation. Adjoining on the north was a proposed Water 
Reserve of 67 acres, with another on the coast to the east (near Gordon Rolfe 
Reserve) and the Tyabb Waterholes to the north. As with the Tyabb water holes, 
the lagoons at Bunguyan station attracted bird life- the government zoologist 

History and themes

alignments have changed.

Context
The site is surrounded by flat agricultural land, with some nearby orchards.
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reporting bird sightings there in 1854 { Cole: 13}.

The property was sold in 1860 to pay debts owing to Hugh Glass among others 
with a later purchaser being J O'Neill in 1864. Lewis Cole purchased 100 acres 
and the homestead in 1934, subdivided and resold. In the 1950s the house was 
dismantled, with the Oregon studs being reused to build another house on the 
property. The house had a verandah, 6 large rooms, was weatherboard clad, 
lathe and plaster lined, a corrugated iron roof, and had a rear service courtyard.

The Martha King memorial, (Historical marker 1) was placed in the vicinity by the 
Shire of Hastings Historical Society during the Bicentenary.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Engaging in primary production

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Developing sheep and cattle 
industries

Associations: Martha Jane King Vaughan and Wild J. Watson

Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme Pastoralists

Other PAHT Subtheme:

Statement of Significance:
The King's Cattle Station Pre-emptive Right is significant to the Shire:
- as the site of one of the earliest European farming occupations in the Shire, as 
now expressed by the water holes, grasslands and some remnant indigenous 
landscape (Criterion A4);
- as one of a small number of pre-emptive rights in this part of the Shire (Criterion 
B2).
- for the recognition given to the place by the local community (Criterion G1)

Recommendations

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Rarity or distinction among a comparable group

Social significance

A.4

B.2

G.1
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References
Land Victoria historic plan collection (CPO) Run Plan 172A 1858 shown;
Billis and Kenyon, `Pastoral Pioneers of Port Phillip': 183;
Cole, V 1975. `Western Port - Pioneers and Preachers': 2-, 17-19;
Macbeth `Pioneer Index..' gives death aged 60, Cole: 2-, 17-19 gives death at 70;
Davies, Shirley letter to P Brown 2001. Hastings Western Port Historical Society (HWPHS).

Documentation

Tree Controls Apply?: Yes

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate No

National Trust Register? Recommended

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the main contributory element is the associated landscape  from or indicative of the pastoral lease 
era (water holes, indigenous trees), with potential for archaeological sites within the title (fence and 
track lines, building footings).

- to conserve and enhance these contributory elements where enhancement would include 
archaeological retrieval of cultural evidence and conservation would include retention of open 
grassland farming here;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of the contributory elements;
- to ensure that new structures within the property are concealed or visually recessive within the 
public view (as visible from road reserves or public areas); 
- to maintain the place's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further historical 
findings;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the property, followed by the 
creation of an incorporated plan for the management of the property in the planning scheme.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler

External Paint Controls Apply? No

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? No
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Name of place George G & Sarah Cole House &  trees
273

Other Names
Addres Frankston Flinders Road

Tyabb

Map (Melway) 148J11

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Shire

Creation date(s): 1915

1559

Site Type: House & garden, urban

Description:

This is a near derelict Edwardian-era weatherboard villa, opposite the Tyabb 
reserve, with a Dutch hipped roof clad with corrugated iron, turned timber posts, 
slatted timber verandah frieze, half timbered gables, red brick chimneys, a return 
timber-framed and bull-nose verandah between the two projecting room bays, 
and an additional connecting verandah on one of the projecting gabled bays. 
The windows have been sealed. 

The setting includes a Canary Island palm, arrow head picket front fence,  
Monterey cypress hedge, golden cypress, a `Quercus ilex'(?), carriage drive,  
and orchard remnants.

Description
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History
This house was on the well-known GG Cole Tyabb orchard. It was rated for the 
first time in the name of Mrs Sarah Cole (George G Cole's wife) in 1915-16 on 80 
acres of land, lot 62 of LP3442 carried out in 1892.  This estate was taken from 
Crown Portions 51-62 and was the basis for The Crescent which was to hold 
most of the town's public buildings. 

The property was shared by  George Graham Cole and his son Leslie John Cole, 
each on 40 acres and each with similar houses, Leslie Cole's house (1555) being 
built by 1920. George Cole continued to live here into the 1940s, followed by his 
son in the 1950s. George Cole died in 1946; he was the son of George Cole snr 
and Emma Cole (nee Lewis).  Leslie Cole died in 1983 aged 85.

Cole was a prominent local figure with involvement in the Church of England 
(first guardian 1899), local cricket club (provided land for early games 1907), 
provided land for the Tyabb Railway School from the estate, chaired many 
seminal public meetings such as the proposed carriage of local fruit to 
Melbourne markets in 1889, original trustee of the Somerville mechanics hall 
built 1891, first president of the Somerville Fruitgrowers Association in 1892, and 
a local Councillor.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Making towns to serve rural Australia

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

History and themes

Associations: George Graham & 
Sarah Cole

Leslie John Cole

Mature Canary Island palms are distinctive visually as well as highly indicative of 
Edwardian-era and inter-war garden planting styles. They are also uncommon 
within the Shire compared to the broad landscape which is well populated with 
conifer rows and individual gardens which commonly exhibit trees planted after 
WW2. A number of specimens have been identified in this study because of this 
rarity within the broad landscape. Other mature trees related to the construction 
period of the building aid in the period expression and cultural significance of the 
place as indicators of age and period.

Condition
Externally, fair (disturbed, reasonably preserved).

External Integrity
Externally, substantially intact/some intrusions.

Context
In a small group of early buildings and plantings, opposite the town reserve and monument and part of the former Cole 
estate which generated allotments on The Crescent
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PAHT Subtheme: Settling

Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme

Other PAHT Subtheme:

Statement of Significance:
George Graham & Sarah Cole House & garden are significant to the Mornington 
Peninsula Shire because;
- of its historical associations with the locally prominent GG Cole and his family 
(Criterion H1) ;
- for its relative high state of preservation as one of the more substantial 
orchardist's houses of the Edwardian-era in the Shire and the closely related 
landscape setting which includes rare trees in the context of the Hastings district 
(Criterion B2, D2) ;
- for its link with the locally important orchard industry, considered with the other 
Cole houses, showing key phases of its development (Criterion A4).

Tree Controls Apply?: Yes

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate No

National Trust Register? Recommended

Recommendations

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 

External Paint Controls Apply? Yes

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? Yes

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Good example of type

Association with important person or group

Rarity or distinction among a comparable group

A.4

D.2

H.1

B.2
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References
Municipal Rate Book (RB) 
Parish Plan
Cole 1975: 134, 138, 140, 142, 143, 146, 210, 212, 213, 219, 222,

Documentation

the main contributory elements are the residence and cited trees, plus any other associated 
landscape or out-buildings from the GG Cole era .

- to conserve and enhance these contributory elements where enhancement would include 
replacement of any known missing original components in the buildings' exteriors or setting;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of these contributory elements;
- to ensure that new structures within the property are visually recessive and related to the existing 
building in terms of form, size, materials and placement but expressed as a separate identifiable 
entity; 
- to maintain the place's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further historical 
findings;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the property, followed by the 
creation of an incorporated plan for the management of the property in the planning scheme.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler, Francine Gilfedder
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Name of place Bittern Cottage complex
336

Other Names
Addres Frankston Flinders Road

Bittern

Map (Melway) 164G5

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Local Interest

Creation date(s): 1898c-?

2385

Site Type: Farm house

History and themes

Description:

This is an assembly of various  weatherboard cottages with gabled corrugated 
iron clad roofs, most altered or added to. A ruinous farm house is set well back 
from the road nearby and may be the house associated with the site's early 
history.

Description

Condition
Externally, good (partially disturbed, well preserved).

External Integrity
Externally, substantially intact/some intrusions.

Context
Set on a busy road in open pasture at the fringe of urban development.
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History
Rate records show that the land was part of a 120 acre farm (later 100 acres), 
part CA 86,  owned by blacksmith William Lamble from the1880s and leased by 
him from the Crown from c1878.  Around 1898 William Lamble junior who was a 
carrier, took up 2 acres, as part of the same Crown allotment, and occupied a 
cottage there into the Edwardian-era. It was then owned and occupied by William 
Lamble, the blacksmith into the 1940s { RB}. About the time of Lamble senior's 
occupation of the house, he sold his 100 acres and buildings nearby to John 
Mills of Bittern.

The present building complex is on lot 1 (20 ha) of the 1986 subdivision, LP 
204924B, which forms a triangle next to the railway reserve and the Stony Pt Rd. 
The core of this complex is thought to have been the former railway's 
departmental residence { `The Age'}.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Engaging in primary production

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Unspecified primary industry

Associations: William Lamble Jnr William Lamble

Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme

Other PAHT Subtheme:

Statement of Significance:
Bittern Cottage complex is of local interest because:
it is a collection of recognisably early cottages from the area, albeit of indefinite 
origin (Criterion A4).

This place is below the threshold for the planning scheme heritage overlay 
(locally significant)

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themesA.4
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References
`The Age' Domain Design 12/1/00 - newspaper clipping- re relocated railways cottage?
Current owners Noel & Jenny Burrows since 1979;
Municipal Rate Book (RB)

Documentation

Tree Controls Apply?: No

Planning Scheme Protection? No

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate No

National Trust Register? No

Recommendations

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the main contributory element are the early weatherboard structures on the site. The managers of 
the site should be encouraged to  follow these recommendations:

- to conserve and enhance these contributory elements where enhancement would include 
replacement of any known missing original components in the buildings' exteriors or setting;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of these contributory elements;
- to ensure that new structures within the property are visually recessive and related to the existing 
building in terms of form, size, materials and placement but expressed as a separate identifiable 
entity; 
- to maintain the place's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further historical 
findings.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler, Francine Gilfedder

External Paint Controls Apply? No

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? No
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Name of place Merricks General Store
381

Other Names Merricks Post Office Store

Addres Frankston Flinders Road
Merricks

Map (Melway) 192F10

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Shire

Creation date(s): 1923, 1929c

3458-

Site Type: Shop/store

Description:

(see History)
This general store is set out in two gabled roof bays and typical of rural stores in 
the inter-war period. There are timber framed display windows and entry doors, 
the walls and roofs are corrugated iron clad and a bullnose timber-framed street 
verandah is attached to the front.

Description

Condition
Externally, good (partially disturbed, well preserved).

External Integrity
Externally, substantially intact/some intrusions.

Context
Set within the Merricks town reserve, at the Thompsons lane intersection with the Frankston Flinders road, and near the 
corner of the two major roads, Merricks and Frankston-Flinders Roads.

185 of 529Graeme Butler & Associates, 2001 Volume 1:  Appendix 1:



Hastings District Heritage Places

History
Historical background 
"Stores were often the first focal points for a community, though sometimes they 
were operated from private homes, rather than purpose-built as shops. Some 
developed in townships after they were surveyed. Other stores served scattered 
rural communities or began in conjunction with mail deliveries via Cobb and Co. 
coaches.  Many of the early stores in the study area have been investigated in 
depth in Bruce Bennett's publication, `The Old General Store- A History of the 
General Stores' and `Post Offices on the Frankston -Flinders Road, Western 
Port'." { Barnard, 2000}

Specific history 

The one acre corner site had been purchased from the Crown by JS Adams in 
1888. FE Sheldrake had purchased lot 9 of the Town survey in 1906.

Photographs in Bruce Bennett's book on local stores show one gabled building in 
the early 1920s, the two existing gabled wings in 1930, and a new Post Office in 
1935. Rate records show that Albert E Weston purchased lot 2 of Merricks 
Township from Thomas Scheldrake in c1923 and had a `new store' built there by 
the time of the 1923-24 rate. The annual value of £20 in 1924-5 rose to £44 by 
1929-30, indicating expansion. Weston was the rated owner-occupier until at 
least WW2 { RB}. 

Albert Edward Weston died in 1944 aged 52, the son of George & Jane (nee 
Parker). He is thought to have been found dead manning the telephone 
exchange { Bennett: 230}. His wife Matilda lived on to the age of 72, dying in 
1972. She was the daughter of John Joyner and Matilda Julie (nee Didonna).

Bruce Bennett provides some further details of the store's history, drawing from 
oral evidence. He writes that Weston was a young Navy man who had come to 
the Flinders Naval Depot (later HMAS Cerberus) from Queensland to teach 
plumbing to the cadets. He married Tilly (Matilda) Joyner at St Marks where she 
had taught Sunday School. Tilly also kept the local post office which led Albert 
into the store keeping business. Starting as a hay and corn store, it also 
functioned as the Merricks post office from 1923 under Tilly { Bennett}.  

Apparently the store was built by the Joyner family for Weston. Later extensions 
were thought to have been done by Albert's son George although the 1930 
image shows the extension and hence the added gabled wing and verandah 

History and themes
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could not have been done by George. Albert is said to have done delivery rounds 
with his truck as far as Flinders and Shoreham. George Weston went on to found 
Weston's Real Estate; another son, John, ran the store from 1965  { Bennett}.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Developing local, regional and national economies

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Marketing & retailing

Associations: Weston, Albert E Weston, Tilly

Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme Establishing stores to serve the local  community

Other PAHT Subtheme:

Statement of Significance:
Merricks General Store is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire because:
- it is a well preserved example of a typical rural store which were once more 
numerous within the Shire but have over time been altered or demolished 
(Criterion D2, B2);
- it represents an era when such stores were both the social and supply centre of 
the communities living around them and locates the old town subdivision of 
Merricks (Criterion A4);
- it is linked with the Weston family who were well known in the area (Criterion 
H1); and
- it has been the subject of local history publications as a measure of the 
surviving social value the store possesses (see `The Old General Store) 
(Criterion G1).

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate No

National Trust Register? Recommended

Recommendations

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Social significance

Good example of type

Rarity or distinction among a comparable group

A.4

G.1

D.2

B.2
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References
Bennett, B `The Old General Store': 231- one building shown 1922, 1930 two gables, 1935 new PO
HS
Municipal Rate Book (RB);
Digger genealogical indexes.

Documentation

Tree Controls Apply?: No

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the main contributory element is the store plus any other associated out-buildings from the Weston 
era .

- to conserve and enhance these contributory elements where enhancement would include 
replacement of any known missing original components in the buildings' exteriors or setting;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of these contributory elements;
- to ensure that new structures within the property are visually recessive and related to the existing 
building in terms of form, size, materials and placement but expressed as a separate identifiable 
entity; 
- to maintain the place's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further historical 
findings;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the property, followed by the 
creation of an incorporated plan for the management of the property in the planning scheme.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler, Francine Gilfedder

External Paint Controls Apply? Yes

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? Yes
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Name of place Minto farm complex, farm landscape and stone pine row
10

Other Names
Addres Frankston Flinders Road

Merricks

Map (Melway) 192F10

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Regional

Creation date(s): 1862c, 1884-

3485

Site Type: Farm complex, sheep/cattle

Description:

The house is obscured but there are notable tree lines, picketed gateway, 
Canary Island pine at gate, stone pine row in the paddock, golden cypress, and 
Monterey pine row.

A recent picture of the house shows it as brick and in two obvious stages- the 
first being a hipped roof  main wing, with a concave profile verandah and the 
added protruding  room bay set on a polygonal plan. The brick chimneys have 
corbelled tops and the verandah is ornamented with panelled cast-iron frieze 
work. The roof is corrugated iron clad. Another view shows drop slab 
construction as part of a rambling barn structure which has been augmented 
many times.

Description
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History
Background History 

The earliest squatters in the study area brought cattle to their runs. Henry and 
Maurice Meyrick brought cattle to Coolart in December 1840 and John Sage 
brought cattle overland for Captain Baxter. 

Although orcharding has been the major primary occupation in the study area, 
cattle and sheep have continued to be run on some properties. particularly in the 
Merricks and Moorooduc districts.  Some farms, such as Minto, a Cole family 
property, in the nineteenth century experimented with grasses, such as 
paspalum and rape, in order to produce good pasture for their sheep { Barnard, 
2000}.  

Specific History 

This property was alienated from the Crown to Robert Patterson in the 1860s. It 
was purchased by nurseryman TC Cole of Hawthorn for his son George W Cole 
in 1874, and the Cole's brick house built there in the 1880s: there is also thought 
to be a Von Mueller association with plantations on the property.

The grantee of CA 42 and 43, in 1861, was Thomas Hamilton of Melbourne, 
being 147 and 161 acres respectively: he paid £191/14/3d and £161/17/8d. He 
was also the grantee of the adjoining small triangular lots of CAs 40 and 41. He 
sold all four allotments to the grantee of the adjoining allotment  (CA44), Robert 
Patterson, in 1862 for £579/7/8d. This was the sum of the prices paid for each to 
the Crown by Hamilton. Patterson engaged in a series of mortgages of the 
property from 1862 until he was forced to sell his equity of redemption of the 
property mortgage to Thomas C Cole in 1873 for £1774: this was the 530 acres 
in lots 40-43. Cole had the General Law title converted to Torrens in 1874.

History and themes

Inspection was not possible during the study period.
Condition
Inspection required

External Integrity
Inspection required

Context
Contributes to a near unique group of three properties on the peninsula which share an undulating exotic farm 
landscape, with mature tree rows,  and a seaside frontage with some indigenous vegetation as a margin to the exotic 
grasslands.
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Rate records for the property start in 1869 with the owner-occupier being Robert 
Patterson who held a house and land plus 661 acres. A later description is of the 
land and a 3 room house and out-offices. The 1873 rate book records George W  
Cole as the new owner-occupier of 530 acres freehold and the lessee from the 
Crown of Patterson's 131 acre leasehold (CA44). The annual value was £70 just 
before the sale and £77 at the time of the sale. It rose to £90 in 1875-6 (661 
acres 3 room house and out-offices) and £100 in 1878-9. The valuation rose 
again in 1882-3 and again in 1885-6, being £140. Cole objected tot his rise in 
rateable vale and had it reduced on appeal to 130, indicating that  major 
improvements had occurred by 1884-5. The property was reduced to 530 acres 
c1888, 480 acres by 1892. And 467 acres by 1894-5. This was the era of the 
Great Economic Depression. 

The last entry for GW Cole was in the early 1900s, his widow Mrs Elma Cole 
being the rated owner-occupier for many years to come. It was described in 
1904-5 as 467 acres and buildings (annual value £117) plus another 50 acre 
holding rated at £50. In the period 1905-1909 the annual value of the main 
property rose from £117 to £186 again indicating improvements. The house 
Larnoo (CA44) was created on the property for Thomas Cole and his wife in 
1910 after their wedding.

The property area retuned to 661 acres during WW1 and the annual value rose 
to £264.  Just after WW1 the property was rated in the joint names of Mrs Elma, 
Mrs Thomas C and Leslie J  Cole and now included 782 acres and buildings, 
being CAs 40-44 and 46.  This time the vale was £327. This rose to £400 by 
1929. 

A more recent development was the subdivision of part of the property (CAs 
40,41, 42 part 43) into ten 12-30ha lots with the Minto home block and drive 
being lot 3 (2.8ha) and two small lots at the north west corner of Merricks Beach 
Rd with the coast. The surveyors were Speedie & Associates and the survey 
dated 1993: it was registered with the VTO in November 1995.  

Minto bricks
`In the mid-nineteenth century, when ready-made building materials were scarce 
and difficult to transport, inhabitants of localities where there was clay suitable for 
brick-making often made their own bricks for housing and other building. Many 
buildings on the Mornington side of the peninsula were constructed with bricks 
made of locally-quarried clay. The same was true of the Western Port side. Many 
of the early local buildings are said to have been constructed with hand-made 
bricks made of locally- quarried clay. Minto, the Cole property at Merricks, is an 
example of a nineteenth century brick home built from bricks said to have been 
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baked on the property.' { Barnard, 2000}    Before the house was built the family 
lived in a cottage which is now close to or part of the shearing shed { P Cole}. 
This presumably was Patterson's early house.

Minto experiments
`An early form of nursery at Merricks was established by George Cole at Minto. 
.... His father, Thomas Cornelius Cole produced Victoria's first catalogue of fruit 
trees in 1850.  Although Minto  also ran sheep, George Cole devoted a paddock 
to growing paspalum grass , the roots of which were sent all over Australia. 
Another paddock became a pine tree nursery and these trees are said to have 
been transported for planting all over the Mornington Peninsula.' { Barnard, 
2000} Thomas Cole whose nurseries were located where the Burnley Gardens 
are today was closely associated with Von Mueller and they sent many trees 
down to George to plant at Minto for experimentation. The pine nursery was one 
of these experiments. GW Cole is said to have laid out and planted the garden at 
Sproules' property, Palafia { P Cole}.   

Cole family
Cole family figures of the 19th century in Victoria included TC Cole snr, an active 
nurseryman in the Colony from the 1840s. TC Cole's son was George W Cole 
who worked in his father's business until he was 18 and then worked in the 
Riverina as a jackeroo. He married Elma Stuart in 1880, after taking over Minto 
which was acquired by his father in 1873 { VTO}.  Elma was the daughter of 
Capt. Francis Stuart master of the `Hydra'  and the `Success' and Tyabb 
landholder (Stuart's Flat). Wool produced on the property was taken by bullock 
wagon to Dromana and then by ship to Melbourne { P Cole}.

George and Elma's children were: Ruby, Frank, Thomas and Leslie.  Thomas 
carried on working the property after George's death and eventually married 
Elsie Biven of Chatsworth Park, Balnarring.  In the year of their wedding, they 
are said to have built Larnoo on a hill south of Minto as their family home. It was 
constructed from timber and faced with ashlar pattern boarding and soon 
surrounded with a garden and trees. Materials were carted by bullock wagon 
from Bittern railway station. Elsie and their children, Phyllis and Lorraine, carried 
on at Larnoo after Thomas's death in 1938, aged in his 50s { BDHS, 1995}. 

Chicory
Phyllis Cole recalled that chicory was grown on the property, citing the kiln in 
Stanleys Rd and a blacksmith's forge close by.

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

Associations: Patterson, Robert Cole, GW Cole, Mrs Elma, Mrs 
Thomas C and Leslie J
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Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Engaging in primary production

PAHT Subtheme: Developing sheep and cattle 
industries

Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme

Other PAHT Subtheme: Other primary industry

Statement of Significance:
Minto farm complex, farm landscape and stone pines avenue are significant to 
the Mornington Peninsula Region because:
- of its long historical associations with the regionally prominent GW Cole family 
(Criterion H1) ;
- for its (assumed) high state of preservation as a time-capsule of a comfortable 
grazier's house of the Victorian-era  in the region (Criterion D2);
-it has been the subject of local publications about its history and significance to 
the Mornington Peninsula (Criterion G1); 
- for its contribution to a near unique group of properties on the peninsula which 
share an exotic farm landscape, with mature tree rows,  and a seaside frontage 
(Criterion B2);
- for the rarity and maturity of the stone pine avenue (Criterion B2) .

Tree Controls Apply?: Yes

Planning Scheme Protection? Yes (as amended)

Heritage Victoria Register? Recommended? (inspection required)

Register of the National Estate Recommended

National Trust Register? Recommended

Recommendations

External Paint Controls Apply? Yes

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Good example of type

Rarity or distinction among a comparable group

Social significance

A.4

D.2

B.2

G.1

H.1 Association with important person or group
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References
MPPS HO85 covers drive (tree control) and house yard;
Balnarring & District Historical Society (BHS) `Balnarring Byways and Memories' (1996): vi 
Balnarring Parish CAs42, 43 Alex Hamilton,  Thomas Hamilton shown on 1861 plan;
Balnarring & District Historical Society (BHS) `Balnarring Byways and Memories' (1995):34 (Phyllis 
Cole) states purchased by TC Cole for son George W Cole in 1874, built in the 1880s? photo
Municipal Rate Book (RB)
RGO SN 6699 1874.
Victorian Titles Office (VTO) PS 321401R
Russell Kennedy solicitor, access 96091555, 469 Latrobe St Melbourne 3000, (03) 9609 1555, 
Fax  (03) 9609 1600,  Email info@rk.com.au;
Phyllis Cole typescript Notes on Merricks and the Cole Family, n.d.

Documentation

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the main contributory elements are the farm complex, farm land ( CAs 40-44 and 46 - land area of 
the  Minto holding just after the separation from Larnoo) and mature trees plus any other associated
landscape or out-buildings from the 19th century and the Cole era . 
- to conserve and enhance these contributory elements where enhancement would include 
replacement of any known missing original components in the buildings' exteriors or setting;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of these contributory elements;
- to ensure that new structures within the property are visually recessive and related to the existing 
building in terms of form, size, materials and placement but expressed as a separate identifiable 
entity; 
- to maintain the place's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further historical 
findings;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the property, followed by the 
creation of an incorporated plan for the management of the property in the planning scheme.

The house and house yard are currently within a heritage overlay (85), with external paint and tree 
controls, and the stone pine row is protected under the Vegetation Protection Overlay (VPO2). This 
study recommends outbuilding notification and potential prohibited uses to be added to the existing 
control table. This study also recommends consideration of the surrounding  farm land (CAs 40-44, 
46) for inclusion in an expanded heritage overlay or a design and development overlay which 
specifies works controls ensuring retention of the traditional cultural values of the landscape by 
concealment of new buildings within traditional tree groves, rows or topography and building design 
which relates to traditional 19th century built form on the property in terms of form, bulk, materials 
and placement.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler, Francine Gilfedder

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? Yes

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? Yes
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Name of place Larnoo & farm landscape
11

Other Names Thomas & Elsie Cole property

Addres Frankston Flinders Road
Merricks

Map (Melway) 192E11

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Regional

Creation date(s): 1880s, 1909-

3500 

Site Type: Farm house & garden

Description:

There is a long entry drive up the hillside, flanked by Monterey pines and 
cypress and bound by early picketed gateway. The buildings are concealed, set 
on hill and part of notable farm group

A picture of Larnoo from c1912 shows it as a conservative transitional design 
from the Italianate of the late 19th century to the simpler Federation Bungalow 
forms of the Edwardian-era. It had a return verandah, segment arched timber 
verandah frieze and a corrugated iron clad hipped main roof with a projecting 
gabled bay. A three-sided bay window with its own hipped roof was set into the 
projecting room bay. The chimneys were brick, with corbelled tops, and the 
eaves bracketed.  The house is shown some 8 years later surrounded by a 

Description
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young garden.

A photograph from c1970 shows an added verandah across the projecting bay.

A 1995 pamphlet devoted to Larnoo describes the main rooms as follows:
the front hall with a number of paintings and family heirlooms, including a 
painting of Larnoo by Bock and a grandfather clock said to be one of three in the 
world;
the drawing room, with original Holland blinds, a Turpin painting of the house 
from the 1930s, original furnishings, family pictures and a collection of books;
the dining room, original furnishings, paintings and photographs, a German 
piano purchased for Phyllis Cole, bookshelves, a walnut and leather dining suite, 
a chaise longue and armchairs (relocated in the Big Room), an oiled Tasmanian 
Blackwood sideboard, a prize given to TC Cole by the Port Phillip Farmers 
Society for the best 50 bunches of grapes, 
the breakfast room with paintings, round cedar table, oak and leather chairs, 
early photos at Minto, Dandenong Show prize rosettes for Larnoo Southdowns;
the Big Room (party or music room), converted from a Crib Point cottage and 
the locale for Phyllis Cole's 21st birthday, with cedar sideboard, squatters chair, 
Steinway grand piano, dining chairs, a buffet and two door chest.

Today the house as described above has survived with interior layout and 
detailing generally as it was in the Edwardian-era. Attached to the house, 
converted internally to a billiard room among other uses, is a weatherboard 
former cottage wing with a steeply pitched gabled roof. The interior of this wing 
has part bead-edge board lining and part stained and lacquered ply wainscotting 
as an indication of change in the inter-war period. This wing may have been the 
19th century cottage built by either George Cole or Robert Patterson.

To the east is an arboretum with mature exotic trees, some of which are thought 
to have been grown from seed supplied by Ferdinand von Mueller, Director of 
the Herbarium, Melbourne Botanic Gardens. They include an `Araucaria bidwillii' 
(bunya pine), Californian redwood, spotted gum, Italian cypress and a Norfolk 
Island pine. A very large Monterey cypress is to the south of the house. Mature 
trees related to the construction period of the building aid in the period 
expression and cultural significance of the place as indicators of age and period.

Condition
Externally, good (partially disturbed, well preserved).

External Integrity
Unknown, assumed well preserved as of the last images seen.

Context
Contributes to a near unique group of three properties on the peninsula which share an undulating exotic farm 
landscape, with mature tree rows,  and a seaside frontage with some indigenous vegetation as a margin to the exotic 
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History
(see also Minto)
This property was purchased by Robert Patterson in the 1860s who lost it to 
Thomas Cole because of a mortgage default. In the name of his son, George W 
Cole, the property was improved in the 1870s-80s. Thomas (George's son) & 
Elsie Cole had the present house built at Larnoo c1910. 

The grantee of CA 40, 41, 42 and 43 in 1861, was Thomas Hamilton of 
Melbourne, being 147 and 161 acres respectively. He sold to his neighbour and 
Larnoo block owner, Robert Patterson, who engaged in a series of mortgages of 
the property from 1862 until he was forced to sell his equity of redemption of the 
mortgage to Thomas C Cole in 1873 for £1774: this was the 530 acres in lots 40-
43. Cole had the General Law title converted to Torrens in 1874.

Rate records for the property start in 1869 with the owner-occupier being Robert 
Patterson who held a house and land plus 661 acres. A later description is of the 
land and a 3 room house and out-offices on the 530 acre block and land only on 
the 131 acres of CA44. The 1873 rate book records George W  Cole as the new 
owner-occupier of 530 acres freehold and Patterson's  leasehold of CA44. The 
annual value of the total holding was £70 just before the sale and £77 at the time 
of the sale. It rose to £90 in 1875-6 (661 acres 3 room house and out-offices) 
and £100 in 1878-9. The valuation rose again in 1882-3 and again in 1885-6, 
being £140. Cole objected to this rise in rateable vale and had it reduced on 
appeal to 130, indicating that  major improvements had occurred by 1884-5. The 
property was reduced to 530 acres c1888, 480 acres by 1892. And 467 acres by 
1894-5. This was the era of the Great Economic Depression. 

The last entry for GW Cole was in the early 1900s, his widow Mrs Elma Cole 
being a rated owner-occupier for many years to come. It was described in 1904-
5 as 467 acres and buildings (annual value £117) plus another 50 acre holding 
rated at £50. In the period 1905-1909 the annual value of the main property rose 
from £117 to £186 again indicating improvements. 

The property area retuned to 661 acres during WW1 and the annual value rose 
to £264.  Just after WW1 the property was rated in the joint names of Mrs Elma 
Cole and Mrs Thomas C and Leslie J  Cole and now included 782 acres and 
buildings, being CAs 40-44 and 46.  This time the value was £327. This rose to 
£400 by 1929. 

History and themes

grasslands.
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A more recent development was the subdivision of part of CA44 into three (20, 
28, 43 acre) lots with the Larnoo home block and drive being lot 2 (28 acres) The 
remaining part of CA44 is not part of the subdivision. The plan was lodged with 
the VTO in 1963.

Cole family
Cole family figures of the 19th century in Victoria included TC Cole snr, an active 
nurseryman in the Colony from the 1840s. TC Cole's son was George W Cole 
who worked in his father's business until he was 18 and then worked in the 
Riverina as a jackeroo. He married Elma Stuart in 1880, after taking over Minto 
which was acquired by his father in 1873 { VTO}.  Elma was the daughter of 
Capt. Francis Stuart master of the `Hydra'  and the `Success' and Tyabb 
landholder (Stuart's Flat). George and Elma's children were: Ruby, Frank, 
Thomas and Leslie.  Thomas carried on working the Minto property after 
George's death, going to Newmarket livestock sales and experimenting with new 
paddock top-dressings such as superphosphate. 

He eventually married Elsie Biven of Chatsworth Park, Balnarring.  In the year of 
their wedding, they are said to have built Larnoo on a hill south of Minto as their 
family home. It was constructed from timber and faced with ashlar pattern 
boarding and soon surrounded with a garden and trees. Materials were carted by 
bullock wagon from Bittern railway station. Elsie and their children, Phyllis and 
Lorraine, carried on at Larnoo after Thomas's death in 1938, aged in his 50s { 
BDHS, 1995}.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Engaging in primary production

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Unspecified primary industry

Associations: Robert Patterson Cole, George W Thomas & Elsie Cole

Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme

Other PAHT Subtheme: Other primary industry

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Rarity or distinction among a comparable group

Social significance

A.4

B.2

G.1
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Statement of Significance:
Larnoo & farm landscape is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Region 
because;
- for its historical associations with the regionally prominent Cole family (Criterion 
H1) ;
- for its high state of preservation as a time-capsule of a comfortable grazier's 
house and arboretum of the Edwardian-era in the region, as well as containing 
evidence of an early selector's house (Criterion A4, D2) ;
-it has been the subject of local publications about its history and significance to 
the Mornington Peninsula (Criterion G1); 
- for its contribution to a near unique group of properties on the peninsula which 
share an exotic farm landscape, with mature tree rows,  and a seaside frontage 
(Criterion B2) .

Tree Controls Apply?: Yes

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate Recommended

National Trust Register? Recommended

Recommendations

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the main contributory element is the residence and associated arboretum and landscape plus out-
buildings from the Cole era .

- to conserve and enhance these contributory elements where enhancement would include 
replacement of any known missing original components in the buildings' exteriors or setting;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of these contributory elements;
- to ensure that new structures within the property are visually recessive and related to the existing 
building in terms of form, size, materials and placement but expressed as a separate identifiable 
entity; 
- to maintain the place's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further historical 
findings;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the property, followed by the 
creation of an incorporated plan for the management of the property in the planning scheme.

External Paint Controls Apply? Yes

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? Yes

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? Yes

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? Yes

Association with important person or groupH.1

D.2 Good example of type
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References
Balnarring & District Historical Society (BHS) `Balnarring Byways and Memories' (1996):  
Balnarring Balnarring parish plan: CAs44 B Patterson,  no one shown on 1861 plan;
Municipal Rate Books (RB) Shire of Flinders East Riding
Victorian Titles Office (VTO) LP57540/1
RGO SN 6699 1874;
Balnarring & District Historical Society, 1995. `Larnoo' (BDHS)

Documentation

The house and house yard could be placed in a heritage overlay and the surrounding titles within 
CA44 in a design and development overlay which specifies works controls ensuring retention of the 
traditional cultural values of the landscape by concealment of new buildings within traditional tree 
groves, rows or topography and building design which relates to traditional 19th century built form 
on the property in terms of form, bulk, materials and placement. Other planning scheme overlays 
may apply.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler, Francine Gilfedder
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Name of place Oast House
385

Other Names
Addres Frankston Flinders Road

Merricks

Map (Melway) 192D12

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Region

Creation date(s): 1906c

3630

Site Type: Chicory kiln or oast house

Description:

This oast house or chicory kiln appears to be constructed with rammed earth 
walls, has a timber framed steeply pitched pyramidal roof clad with corrugated 
iron and a lantern is attached at the top of the roof. It is located next to a recently 
built orchard complex and on the drive to a large new house on the side of a hill. 
A small timber frame window is placed near the top of one wall next to another 
small opening.

Description

Condition
Externally, good (partially disturbed, well preserved).

External Integrity
Externally, substantially intact/some intrusions.
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History
Background History

`Some evidence that chicory was produced or, at least, roasted in the Merricks 
district is found in the two oast houses , one on the Red Hill-Shoreham Road and 
one on the Frankston Flinders Road. No documentary evidence has been found 
yet to date the use of these structures. Chicory was produced on French Island 
and Phillip Island, so there may have been some connection between the 
industry on the islands and evidence of it in the Merricks district.' { Barnard, 1999}

Specific History 
This oast house is on crown allotment 49, granted to Robert Wighton, who built a 
2 room house on the lot in the 1860s and accumulated more land over the 
following decade. Alex Wighton was to the south of him, on what would become 
the Kalimna blocks. Robert Wighton left the property (then 709 acres) as a 
hotelkeeper in the early 1880s, selling to AH & CJ Hearle, graziers. They sold in 
the late 1880s to William Bowen, a part-time grazier and Melbourne Collins St 
chemist. Bowen also owned a large acreage adjoining which was mortgaged  
(including CAs 45, 47, 50, 84, 93-4, 96, 84) to the London Bank of Australia Ltd 
in 1896: he lost the title to them in 1902. The rate record also show Arthur Vivian 
in partnership with Bowen who among other things also owned Warrawee.

The bank sold off Bowen's property, in a redivided form,  to a number of buyers 
including 87 acres to John F Joyner in 1906, a local builder, farmer and Merricks 
post office keeper. The Kalimna blocks of CA45 and 47, opposite this site,  went 
to Conrad Kleinitz of Mossiface, in 1905.  In 1899-1900 Kleinitz was listed as a 
maize grower at Tambo Upper: this and the Mossiface district is where a number 
of oast houses still survive. It is possible that he built this oast house.  Kleinitz 
died at Bairnsdale aged 85 in 1927: a large number of his family members were 
also recorded in the Bairnsdale district. 

It is possible that this oast house or hop kiln was inspired by him, despite 
Joyner's ownership. Bruce Bennett described how Joyner ran a mixed farm of 
100 acres opposite Kalimna, how he was a shipwright by trade and had built the 
Merricks store { Bennett: 228}.

History and themes

Associations: John Joyner Conrad Kleinitz?

Context
Located in undulating open pasture in the old town survey of Merricks, not far from Weston's store (thought built by the 
owner of this oast house) and across the road from the significant Minto, Larnoo and Kalimna farm complexes.
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Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Engaging in primary production

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme:

Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme Chicory

Other PAHT Subtheme:

Statement of Significance:
The oast House on the Frankston-Flinders Road is significant to the Mornington 
Peninsula Shire because:
- it is an externally well preserved example of a rare building type in the Shire and 
in the Mornington Peninsula Region (Criterion B2, D2) ;
- it symbolises the once thriving chicory growing industry on the Peninsula 
(Criterion A4);  and
- is associated with the Joyner family who were well known locally and associated 
with the building of the nearby Merricks general store (Criterion H1) .

Tree Controls Apply?: No

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate Recommended

National Trust Register? Recommended

Recommendations

External Paint Controls Apply? Yes

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? Yes

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Good example of type

Rarity or distinction among a comparable group

Association with important person or group

A.4

D.2

B.2

H.1
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References
MPS HO299
Barnard, 1999, Hastings District Heritage Study Stage One Environmental History: 23;
Municipal Rate Books (RB) 
Parish Plan

Documentation

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the main contributory element is the oast house .

- to conserve and enhance the oast house where enhancement would include replacement of any 
known missing original components in the buildings' exteriors or setting;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of the building;
- to ensure that new structures within the specified land are visually recessive and related to the 
existing building in terms of form, size, materials and placement but expressed as a separate 
identifiable entity; 
- to maintain the place's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further historical 
findings;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the place, followed by the 
creation of an incorporated plan for the management of the property in the planning scheme.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler, Francine Gilfedder
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Name of place Kalimna farm complex & farm landscape
12

Other Names Conrad Kleinitz farm complex

Addres Frankston Flinders Road
Merricks

Map (Melway) 257C2

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Regional?

Creation date(s): 1869c, 1903c

3649

Site Type: Farm complex, sheep/cattle

Description:

The property is approached by a long drive, the house and buildings being 
concealed in mature tree groves, set on the hill overlooking the water- part of 
farm group- landscape  Mature trees related to the construction period of the 
building aid in the period expression and cultural significance of the place as 
indicators of age and period.

Inspection was not possible during the study period.

Description

Condition
 (Inspection Required)

External Integrity
 (Inspection Required)
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History
Historical background 
The earliest squatters in the study area brought cattle to their runs. Henry and 
Maurice Meyrick brought cattle to Coolart in December 1840 and John Sage 
brought cattle overland for Captain Baxter. 

Although orcharding has been the major primary occupation in the study area, 
cattle and sheep have continued to be run on some properties. particularly in the 
Merricks and Moorooduc districts { Barnard, 2000}.  

Specific History 

This property was formed from CA45 and 47  (319-20 acres) Balnarring parish, 
granted to Alex Wighton who improved it and sold it to William Bowen, a 
Melbourne Collins St chemist. Conrad Kleinitz of Mossiface purchased what 
became the Kalimna part of the holding and made further improvements in the 
Edwardian-era. The Grant family held it in the 20th century and finally it was 
acquired by the Cole family in the 1930s.

The first rate records dealing with the property have Alex Wighton as the owner-
occupier of house and land on 319 acres. Wighton, a farmer,  was the grantee of 
the allotments and Horne the grantee of the adjoining CA46. By 1870 Wighton 
had a four room house, the annual value climbing steadily with each year. He 
was granted a Crown leasehold in 1871. In 1873, Wighton held Horne's 119 acre 
block as well as his own land, plus buildings, and by the mid 1870s, had an 
annual rate value of £45. He achieved the Crown Grant in 1878. 

Wighton and Horne then leased out the combined property of 834 acres (320 
plus 514acres) to Thomas Miller, a farmer in the mid 1880s.  In 1886-7, they 
were replaced  by graziers, Arthur H & Charles J Hearle, with the two properties 
of 709 acres and 320 acres.  William Bowen, a Melbourne Collins St chemist, 
was the new owner in 1888. Bowen mortgaged the property (also including CAs 
50, 84, 93-4, 96, 84, 49) to the London Bank of Australia Ltd in 1896 and lost the 
title to them in 1902. The rate record also show Arthur Vivian in partnership with 
Bowen. 

The bank sold this lot with other land (CA45, total 319 acres) to Conrad Kleinitz 

History and themes

Context
Contributes to a near unique group of three properties on the peninsula which share an undulating exotic farm 
landscape, with mature tree rows,  and a seaside frontage with some indigenous vegetation as a margin to the exotic 
grasslands.
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of Mossiface, in 1905 although he was rated there from 1902. The rate value 
rose within a year from £95 to £128. In 1899-1900 Kleinitz was listed as a maize 
grower at Tambo Upper: this and the Mossiface district is where a number of 
oast houses still survive (see oast house north of the Frankston Flinders Rd) . 
Typically he named the property Kalimna after the Gippsland Lakes locality.  
Kleinitz died at Bairnsdale aged 85 in 1927: a large number of his family 
members were also recorded in the Bairnsdale district.

After Conrad Kleinitz, Donald Grant became the owner-occupier, staying there 
until his death in 1921 aged 87. His estate then sold to PM Stanley of Elizabeth 
St, Melbourne, who eventually sold to Leslie and Thomas Cole in the early 1930s.

Recent subdivisions (1984, 1990) have left 3 lots, the house being on a 1.2ha 
lot, lot one to the west being 87ha and lot 2 to the east being 87ha.

Chicory
Phyllis Cole recalled that chicory was grown on the nearby Cole property Minto, 
citing also the kiln in Stanleys Rd and a blacksmith's forge close by. She also 
recalled that Kalimna was said to have been owned by a Mr Searle (Hearle?) 
who she thought had built the house there, noting that it was probably older than 
Minto (1880s).  There seems to be some confusion between `Searl' and Hearle, 
the latter being listed here in rate books and Victorian Directories. Similarly it is 
likely that Kalimna house was derived from Alex Wighton's 4 room house of 
c1870.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Engaging in primary production

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Developing sheep and cattle 
industries

Associations: Alex Wighton Conrad Kleinitz Donald Grant

Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme

Other PAHT Subtheme: Other primary industry

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themesA.4
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Statement of Significance:
The Kalimna farm complex & associated farm landscape are significant because:
- for its historical associations with the early pioneers in the region, including the 
Cole family, and prominent identities from other parts of the Victoria such as 
Conrad Kleinitz (Criterion H1) ;
- for its (assumed) high state of preservation as a time-capsule of a comfortable 
grazier's house of the Victorian and Edwardian-eras in the region (Criterion D2) ;
-it has been the subject of local publications about its history and significance to 
the Mornington Peninsula (Criterion G1); 
- for its contribution to a near unique group of properties on the peninsula which 
share an exotic farm landscape, with mature tree rows,  and a seaside frontage 
(Criterion B2) .

Tree Controls Apply?: Yes

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended (inspection required)

Heritage Victoria Register? inspection required

Register of the National Estate inspection required

National Trust Register? inspection required

Recommendations

Recommendation
 (inspection required)
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the main contributory elements are the farm complex, farm land and mature trees plus any other 
associated landscape or out-buildings from the 19th century and the Conrad Kleinitz era .

- to conserve and enhance these contributory elements where enhancement would include 
replacement of any known missing original components in the buildings' exteriors or setting;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of these contributory elements;
- to ensure that new structures within the property are visually recessive and related to the existing 
building in terms of form, size, materials and placement but expressed as a separate identifiable 
entity; 
- to maintain the place's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further historical 
findings;
- to encourage further inspection of the site to demarcate areas of and elements of significance  
before inclusion in the planning scheme (Council to arrange); 

External Paint Controls Apply? Yes

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? Yes

Rarity or distinction among a comparable group

Good example of type

Association with important person or group

B.2

D.2

H.1
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References
Balnarring & District Historical Society (BHS) `Balnarring Byways and Memories' (1996): vi 
Balnarring Parish CAs47, 45  Alex Wighton,  no one shown on 1861 plan;
Balnarring & District Historical Society (BHS) `Balnarring Byways and Memories' (1995):34 states 
owned by `Searle' - older than Minto 1870s?
Municipal Rate Book (RB) 
Parish Plan
Victorian Titles Office (VTO) LP220016X, LP144979F
Phyllis Cole. Notes on Merricks and the Cole Family.

Documentation

- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the property, followed by the 
creation of an incorporated plan for the management of the property in the planning scheme.

The house and house yard could be placed in a heritage overlay and the surrounding titles within 
CA45 in a design and development overlay which specifies works controls ensuring retention of the 
traditional cultural values of the landscape by concealment of new buildings within traditional tree 
groves, rows or topography and building design which relates to traditional 19th century built form 
on the property in terms of form, bulk, materials and placement. Other planning scheme overlays 
may apply.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler, Francine Gilfedder
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Name of place Tyabb Residential, Commercial  & Civic Precinct
657

Other Names
Addres Frankston Flinders Road

Tyabb

Map (Melway) 148HJ10-11

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Shire

Creation date(s): 1889c-

off

Site Type: Townscape

Description:

This precinct is rich with the history of Tyabb and its role in the Shire, from the 
railway line and station yard reflecting the early development stage, to the 1950s 
architecturally distinctive local hall. It has all of the typical attributes of a rural 
town, with the weatherboard churches and schools, the commercial strip on the 
main road, the recreation reserve surrounded by mature trees, the local guide 
and scout halls, war memorials, memorial tree plantings and elements, and, 
added to that, the structures which make the precinct distinctive. These are the 
massive former cool stores and packing shed, and associated development 
including the saw mill and cannery sites, the managers residence and the local 
orchards with their early houses and gardens.  There is also the unusual street 
layout of The Crescent which provides a distinctive setting for the largely civic 

Description
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uses built along it within the precinct. Mature trees on the railway and recreation 
reserve, as well as in private properties,  are indicative of the age of the area's 
development 

The following public and privately owned places are contributory to the precinct, 
being places which represent their construction date well and thus reflect 
historical themes within the growth periods of the town :

Early shops 1525-7 Frankston Flinders Road,  Tyabb,  Melway 148J9
Martha King memorial, Historical,  Frankston Flinders Road,  Tyabb,  Melway 
148H9
Tyabb Scout Hall,  1580,  Frankston Flinders Road,  Tyabb,  1920c,  Melway 
148H11
House & garden, trees,  1559  Frankston Flinders Road,  Tyabb,  Melway 
148J11
John T Baker Gateway,  Frankston Flinders Road,  Tyabb,  1950s?,  Melway 
148H10
Benton memorial flagpole,  Frankston Flinders Road,  Tyabb,  1905,  Melway 
148H10
House & garden,  1565  Frankston Flinders Road,  Tyabb,  1920s,  Melway 
148J11
Tyabb soldiers memorial,  Frankston Flinders Road,  Tyabb,  Melway 148H11
Memorial tree Recreation Reserve, Mildura 1908, Tyabb,  Frankston Flinders 
Road,  Tyabb,  1908,  Melway 148H10
House,    9  Mornington Tyabb Road,  Tyabb,  1920s,  Melway 148H10
Tyabb Recreation Ground and trees, later  Central Reserve,  Mornington Tyabb 
Road,  Tyabb,  1904c-,  Melway 148H11
Tyabb Church of England & hall,  Mornington Tyabb Road,  Tyabb,  1914,  
Melway 148H10
Tyabb Co-operative Coolstore now Tyabb Packing House,  off,  Peacock Road,  
Tyabb,  1914-,  Melway 148H10 
Tyabb cannery,  Peacock Road,  Tyabb,  Melway 148H10
Tyabb railway station and station ground plus the trackway through the precinct, 
Tyabb, c1889;
Cool Store Engineer's House,   14,  Peacock Road,  Tyabb,  1919c,  Melway 
148H10
Paganoni House,   16,  Peacock Road,  Tyabb, 1919c,  Melway 148H10
Tyabb Railway Station School,  The Crescent,  Tyabb,  1913-,  Melway 148J10
Former factory,  The Crescent,  Tyabb,   Melway 148J10
Methodist later Door of Faith Church,  The Crescent,  Tyabb,  1920s,  Melway 
148J10
Tyabb hall, later Youth Club Hall, Girl Guides Hall,  The Crescent,  Tyabb,  1898-
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History
Historical background 

Tyabb township reserve was included on a plan of the Parish of Tyabb in 1858. It 
was located to the north of what became Hastings and was eventually 
incorporated into Hastings. This did not officially occur, however, until 1968, 
when the Victorian Place Names Committee declared that Old Tyabb Township 
was added to Hastings. Interestingly, the grid of blocks surveyed for Tyabb in 
1858 is substantially the same as what exists at 'Old Tyabb' today. Although a 
small community did develop in the surveyed township, (they built a church, for 
instance) the opening of a railway station called Tyabb to the north meant that a  
new Tyabb township established itself around the railway station. 

Initially the centre of growth developed on the rising ground to the west of the 
railway station, where a school was built which also served as a venue for 
church and social activities. When the Tyabb Hall was built in 1899 many 
activities transferred there, much to the chagrin of some residents who preferred 
a site within the Tyabb Water reserve where the school was situated.   
Eventually, however, a post office, churches, cool store, a recreation ground and 
facilities, as well as a second school, developed in proximity to the station. This 
town, in the midst of an orcharding district that was beginning to flourish, took off 
in leaps and bounds. { Barnard, 2000}

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

History and themes

Associations: Various

9,  Melway 148J10
Tyabb hall,  The Crescent,  Tyabb,  1958,  Melway 148J10
Westernport Family Church,  The Crescent,  Tyabb,  Melway 148J10
Trees & Tyabb Railway Station School,  The Crescent,  Tyabb,  Melway 1913c-,  
Melway 148J10

Other contributory elements include weatherboard commercial buildings, some 
with post supported street verandahs,  in the Frankston Flinders Road from the 
inter-war, Edwardian and Victorian-eras.

Condition
Externally, good (partially disturbed, well preserved).

External Integrity
Externally, substantially intact/some intrusions.

Context
The town is located within flat agricultural land  at a bend o the railway and to the south and east of the station and siding.
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Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Making towns to serve rural Australia

PAHT Subtheme: Settling

Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme

Other PAHT Subtheme:

Statement of Significance:
The Tyabb Residential, Commercial  & Civic Precinct is significant to the 
Mornington Peninsula Shire because:
- it contains the early elements of the town's development, including its private 
and public heritage assets such as early farm complexes, houses, stores, a 
school, hall, railway complex, churches, public recreation reserve, farm land and 
mature trees (Criterion A3) ;
- of the physical links Tyabb township had with the orcharding industry which in 
turn made the Mornington Peninsula significant within the State as a fruit growing 
area (Criterion A4);
-of the individually significant architecture including churches and public building 
designs;
- of the mature and sometimes rare planting within the precinct (Criterion B2).

Tree Controls Apply?: Yes

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate No

National Trust Register? Recommended

Recommendations

External Paint Controls Apply? Yes

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Richness and diversity of cultural features

Rarity or distinction among a comparable group

A.4

A.3

B.2
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References
Shaw, Leila 1998. `The Way We Were'
Barnard, 1999, Hastings District Heritage Study Stage One Environmental History
parish plan

Documentation

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the contributory elements are as listed in the precinct Description, including farm complexes, 
houses, stores, schools, hall, railway complex, churches, farm land and mature trees:

- to conserve and enhance these contributory elements where enhancement would include 
replacement of any known missing original components in the buildings' exteriors or setting;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of these contributory elements;
- to ensure that new structures within the precinct are visually recessive and related to the 
contributory elements in terms of form, size, materials and placement but expressed as a separate 
identifiable entity; 
- to maintain the precinct's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further 
historical findings;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the property, followed by the 
creation of an incorporated plan for the management of the precinct in the planning scheme.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler, Francine Gilfedder

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? No
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Name of place Tyabb halls
291

Other Names
Addres Frankston-Flinders Road

Tyabb

Map (Melway) 148J10

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Local

Creation date(s): 1898-9, 1958

1535

Site Type: Hall, community

Description:

The 1958 hall is a gabled steel portal-frame hall designed by Chancellor & 
Patrick the noted Peninsula architectural firm. The walls are clad with moulded 
fibre-cement sheeting and the general design, with its overhanging eaves and 
shallow gabled roof profile,  is typical of the firm's output although altered. 

Most of the earlier timber hall  (1898-9), with its weatherboard walls, corrugated 
iron roof and distinctive weatherboard clad buttresses,  has been relocated set 
behind the new hall and its carpark, in The Crescent.

The new hall has been extended in a visually unrelated fashion.

Description

Condition
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History
Historical background 

Tyabb township reserve was included on a plan of the Parish of Tyabb in 1858. It 
was located to the north of what became Hastings and was eventually 
incorporated into Hastings. This did not officially occur, however, until 1968, 
when the Victorian Place Names Committee declared that Old Tyabb Township 
was added to Hastings. Interestingly, the grid of blocks surveyed for Tyabb in 
1858 is substantially the same as what exists at 'Old Tyabb' today. Although a 
small community did develop in the surveyed township, (they built a church, for 
instance) the opening of a railway station called Tyabb to the north meant that a  
new Tyabb township established itself around the railway station. 

Initially the centre of growth developed on the rising ground to the west of the 
railway station, where a school was built which also served as a venue for 
church and social activities. When the Tyabb Hall was built in 1898-9 many 
activities transferred there, much to the chagrin of some residents who preferred 
a site within the Tyabb Water reserve where the school was situated.   
Eventually, however, a post office, churches, cool store, a recreation ground and 
facilities, as well as a second school, developed in proximity to the station. This 
town, in the midst of an orcharding district that was beginning to flourish, took off 
in leaps and bounds { Barnard, 2000}.

Tyabb Hall was built in 1898-9 by George Denham, after local residents decided 
that a hall was needed near the railway station. They purchased a one acre 
block on the corner of the Crescent and Hastings Road.  It opened  with a 
concert and ball March 1899. Soon church services were begun in the hall, first 
by the Reorganised Church of Jesus Christ of the Latter Days Saints, then by the 
Anglican Church, which used the hall for services and Sunday School for 15 
years. When a Tyabb and Hastings Fruitgrowers' Association was formed, their 
first show was held in the Public Hall and many other important public functions 
were held there { Barnard, 2000}. 

A new Tyabb Hall was built in 1958 and opened in December after a two year 

History and themes

Externally, good (partially disturbed, well preserved).

External Integrity
Externally, substantially intact/some intrusions.

Context
Set at the start of a distinctive curving street, among other public buildings such as the church and the school. 
Contributory to the Tyabb Residential, Commercial  & Civic precinct.
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planning period and much fund raising under the direction of the Tyabb Hall Re-
Building Committee.  The hall was to measure 70 x 40 feet with the front rooms 
and porch of the old hall (Edwardian-era addition?) retained. The committee 
secretary was DR Horton, the designers Chancellor & Patrick and the builder 
Gazza Shaw. The cost was about £6900 { Shaw: 84-}. 

The front two room of the old hall retained on the Frankston-Flinders Road side 
of the new hall  were removed in the 1980s.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Developing cultural institutions and ways of life

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Forming associations

Associations: Tyabb Hall Committee Tyabb Hall Re-
Building Committee

Significance

Mr Berry; Chancellor &

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme Developing cultural institutions and ways of life - 
Community Halls

Other PAHT Subtheme:

Statement of Significance:
The Tyabb halls are significant to the Tyabb locality because: 
- the 1898-9 section of the first hall has served over a long period as the social 
focus of this community, its construction heralding the recovery from the 1890s 
great Depression (Criterion A4);
- the 1958 hall, although altered in detail,  is the design of noted architects, 
Chancellor & Patrick, whose work is well known across the State as epitomising a 
distinctive Peninsula style (Criterion F1);
- the 1958 hall has also been the focus of more recent social activity in Tyabb, 
the subject of historical publications, and the product of intensive fund raising and 
honorary work within the community (Criterion A4, G1) ;
- both halls are contributory to the civic part of the Tyabb Residential, 

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Design or technological achievement

Social significance

A.4

F.1

G.1
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Commercial  & Civic Precinct (Criterion A3).

References
Barnard, 1999, Hastings District Heritage Study Stage One Environmental History: 46;
Shaw, Leila 1998. `The Way We Were': 80-, 85-7

Documentation

Tree Controls Apply?: No

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate No

National Trust Register? No

Recommendations

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the main contributory elements are the two halls, with emphasis on fabric from or near the 
construction dates 1899, 1958.

- to conserve and enhance the buildings and their setting where enhancement would include 
replacement of any known missing original components in the buildings or landscape setting;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of the buildings;
- to ensure that publicly visible new structures near the buildings are visually recessive and related 
in terms of form, size, materials and placement but are distinguishable on close inspection from the 
original elements; 
- to maintain the  buildings'  link with their history, via promotion and publication of any further 
historical findings;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the   buildings, followed by 
the creation of an incorporated plan for better management in the planning scheme.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler, Francine Gilfedder

External Paint Controls Apply? Yes

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? Yes
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Name of place Palm Beach Estate
464

Other Names
Addres Garden Square

Somers

Map (Melway) 194B10

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Shire

Creation date(s): 1925-

aroun

Site Type: Estate, seaside

Description:

This is a distinctive symmetrical street layout around a central diamond shaped 
garden reserve or square, with tennis court and toilets, gums, and some early 
fibrous cement clad houses such as   5, 7, and 15 Ocean View Crescent and a 
large weatherboard house at 16(?) Florida Avenue.

There is general native planting between houses compared to the bare former 
pasture in early aerial photos. The geometric shape of the plan suggests it was 
a Saxil Tuxen design. The estate layout resembles a number of Saxil Tuxen 
estate designs on the Peninsula such as the Mt Eliza estate. They, like the 
Burley Griffin Ranelagh  estate, also at Mt Eliza, have a geometric shape other 
than that of a rectangle and provision for public parks or reserves. Tuxen was a 

Description
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member of the highly influential Town Planning Commission of the 1920s who 
promoted a departure from the grid residential surveys of old among surveyors 
and would-be town planners.

Contributory elements:

Name Number Street Date Physical Description Melway

House  93 Alexandra Avenue 1940s-50s weatherboard & fibre cement sheet 
194B10
House  12-14 Bonview Ave 1950s A/C well preserved, north side, near Ocean 
View Cr. 194B9
House  30 Florida Avenue 1940s-50s  194B10
House  28 Florida Avenue 1940s-50s  194B10
House  26 Florida Avenue 1940s-50s  194B10
House  16  Florida Avenue 1920s NE cnr Garden Square, large weatherboard 
(jarrah?) house, with Monterey cypress, hipped roof, 194B10
House   9 Garden Square 1920s-30s fibre cement sheet, bungalow at rear 
194B10
House   5 Garden Square 1920s-30s fibre cement sheet 194B10
House  11 Garden Square 1920s-30s weatherboard & fibre cement sheet, 
shingled gable 194B10
The Haven   1 Garden Square 1920s-30s Swiss Chalet style, dark timber, new 
tiles 194B10
Houses   5, 7, 15 Ocean View Crescent 1950s-60 2 A/C houses, east side 
194B10
House  29 Ocean View Crescent 1940s-50s fibre cement sheet, skillion roof 
194B10
House  27 Ocean View Crescent 1940s-50s fibre cement sheet, skillion roof 
194B10
Tennis Club pavilion, Garden Square off Palm Beach Grove 1920s-30s old base 
but rebuilt, small weatherboard 194B10
Monterey pine  15 Palm Beach Grove  large mature 194B10
House  13 Palm Beach Grove 1920s-30s weatherboard and fibre cement sheet 
house & garage 194B10
Somers Store   2 The Boulevard 1927c- see early photos, altered extended, 
weatherboard and A/C 194 B10

Condition
Externally, good (partially disturbed, well preserved).

External Integrity
Externally, substantially intact/some intrusions.

Context
Set facing the Western Port Bay next to the similar Banksia Square estate.
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History
At Somers, then known as Balnarring East, the South Beach and Palm Beach 
estates were subdivided and offered for sale in 1925. The South Beach Estate 
consisted of 24 one-acre blocks. Palm Beach Estate featured streets with names 
such as Florida, Palm Beach, and Ocean View, and had a distinctive street 
layout. At Merricks Beach also, in the 1920s Saxil Tuxen subdivided the Manly 
Beach Estate { Barnard, 2000}.

Barrett & Wiseman, acting as Perpetual Investments P/L, subdivided land they 
had purchased from the Mairs in CA138 as allotments in a resort village{ 
Bennett, 2000}. They optimistically advertised easy access from Melbourne as 
about 44 miles of `beautiful road' and a little over two miles form the Balnarring 
Railway Station, with the opportunity there for `all round sport' including bay 
fishing in hired boats and in freshwater streams. There was the `Beautiful Sandy 
Beach' and shallow water for children, the private park reserves for croquet and 
bowling greens on (at numbers 84-86) Palm Beach Grove (site selected by EM 
Pascoe, champion bowler, as the best to be had) and the three proposed tennis 
courts in the central `private park reserve'. These were in place by the mid 1930s 
. Buildings there then were the Promenade Café on The Boulevard, about 22 
houses and the Palm Beach Store. As well, on the beachfront government 
reserve there were gums, honeysuckle and ti-tree shelter, perfect as a site for a 
`weekend home' { Bennett, 2000: 71}. There was also the nearby newly 
established Flinders Naval Depot and Lord Somers Camp as major attractions. A 
1927 aerial view showed the estate as open former pasture, like a sports field, 
with houses owned by McLeish, Sayle, Futcher, Stevenson (or Stephenson), 
Rose and Weaver. Others just camped on their blocks until a house could be 
built. One of the local builders who erected houses here was John (Jack) Joyner 
{ Bennett: 66}. `The Argus'  20 March 1928 did a feature article on this estate 
and the adjoining Promenade Estate on the west, noting that the post office had 
been only set up there last November and already a telephone exchange had 
been added with 20 subscriber capacity . 

Some of the gabled fibrous cement and weatherboard bungalows shown in the 
estate included the Van Suylen's (lots 32, 33 or numbers 9-11) in Garden 
Square, the houses Boomanoomanah (Rose family), Sixcees and Barrima in The 
Boulevard (numbers 2, 8, 10), and Stevenson's (or Stephenson) slate roof house 
in Ocean View Crescent (near 14), Robinson's house at 24 and  Mrs Elliott's 
Come-By-Chance at 26. There was also a concrete house in a simple Swiss 
Bungalow style. There was a dairy set up in the estate at 93 Alexandra Avenue 
by 1945 by Andy McKay which was used for daily deliveries of milk.

History and themes
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Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Making towns to serve rural Australia

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Making seaside towns

Associations: Barrett & Wiseman

Significance

Tuxen, Saxil?

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme holiday homes, weekenders and guest houses

Other PAHT Subtheme:

Statement of Significance:
The Palm Beach Estate is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire because:
- of its distinctive design, using curving streets focused on a central `private 
reserve', and other recreational reserves offered for resort facilities in the new 
motor age (Criterion F1) ;
- of the new age it brought to this part of the Shire in terms or resort development 
on former farming land, marking a major turning point in the occupation of this 
part of the coast (Criterion A4);
- its geometric shape is and indication of the influence if not the involvement of 
the noted town planner, Saxil Tuxen (Criterion H1); and 
- as the subject of focal history publications (such as `All Our Somers') as an 
indication of its social value within the community (Criterion G1).

Tree Controls Apply?: Yes

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate No

National Trust Register? Recommended

Recommendations

External Paint Controls Apply? No

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Social significance

Design or technological achievement

A.4

G.1

F.1
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References
Barnard, 1999, Hastings District Heritage Study Stage One Environmental History: 55;
Bennett, B 2000 `All Our Somers': 66- cites LP 11812 (actually LPs 11951, 11816) CA 139, 68 
house photos, 70 estate plan, 71 c1937 aerial view;
Bennett, `The Old General Store': 237

Documentation

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the contributory elements are as listed in the precinct description, including original allotment and 
road boundaries, street alignments, street names, weekenders, stores, and mature trees:

- to conserve and enhance these contributory elements where enhancement would include 
replacement of any known missing original components in the buildings' exteriors or setting;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of these contributory elements;
- to ensure that new structures within the precinct are visually recessive and related to the 
contributory elements in terms of form, size, materials and placement but expressed as a separate 
identifiable entity; 
- to maintain the precinct's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further 
historical findings;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the property, followed by the 
creation of an incorporated plan for the management of the precinct in the planning scheme.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler, Francine Gilfedder

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? No
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Name of place Seaton Carew
135

Other Names Gregory house

Addres Graf Road
Somerville

Map (Melway) 107 D12

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Shire

Creation date(s): 1905c?

 16

Site Type: Farm house & garden

Description:

This is a large polychrome double-fronted brick house, with brick patterns 
applied to the façade, eaves entablature, quoins and chimney shafts, and an M-
profile corrugated iron clad hipped roof. Other details include cemented chimney 
cornices, an entablature string mould and prominent eaves brackets. There is an 
extended bullnose profile verandah across the road frontage to the house with 
cast-iron ornament applied as brackets and friezes. The house lot is an axe-
handle subdivision, with a block size of about 58x75m, set about 75m from 
Eramosa Road West.

Extensive cypress hedges, Monterey pines, willows, and a deodar cedar are part 
of the house garden. Mature trees related to the construction period of the 

Description
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History
Historical background
`Orchards have been the most predominant land use in the Study Area, covering 
much of the land from Somerville to Red Hill. Some of the earliest selectors in 
the area, who took up their blocks in the 1860s and 1870s, planted the first fruit 
trees. Apples and pears were the main fruits grown, although berries and stone 
fruit were also grown in the Red Hill area. Many family names of original 
selectors are still associated with the study area, the descendants of the first 
selectors still continuing to work the land settled by their ancestors. Some of 
these first selectors became well-known as orchardists and nurserymen and 
played prominent local roles in establishing cool stores and community services 
in their local areas. Fruit, particularly apples, from the study area was exported 
overseas as well as catering to the domestic market...

The Victorian orchard industry expanded around the turn of the century, aided by 
a government export bonus and an encouragement planting scheme.   The 
construction of the Stony Point railway line in 1889 was an added boon to local 
orchardists as it offered accessible and regular transport to Melbourne. 
Refrigerated cool stores, which appeared in the first decades of the twentieth 
century also aided the orchard industry. By this time it was estimated that around 
60,000 cases of fruit annually were produced in the Somerville, Tyabb and 
Baxter district { Barnard, 2000}.

By 1917 there were approximately 2,070 acres of bearing trees and 999 acres of 
non bearing trees in the districts of Somerville, Tyabb and Hastings. Even in 
1960, orchards provided the main source of income in the Shire , when 
approximately 3,000 acres were still planted with apples and pears and 380,000 
cases of apples and 30,000 cases of pears were produced annually.   Pressure 
to subdivide rural land into hobby farms, residential areas and other primary 
production uses has led to a reduction in the acreage devoted to orchards in 
recent decades. Nevertheless even ten years ago a large proportion of Victoria's 

History and themes

building aid in the period expression and cultural significance of the place as 
indicators of age and period.

Condition
Externally, excellent (undisturbed, well-preserved).

External Integrity
Externally, intact/minimal intrusions.

Context
The house is set in open flat land fronting onto a major road (Eramosa Road West) but is set well back from it. The track 
to the house (Graf Road) is part formed, lending a rural setting for this former farm house.
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apples still came from the Mornington Peninsula. In 1988/89 the former Shire of 
Hastings was the second most significant local government area for orchards in 
Victoria. At that time there were still 625 ha of land in the Shire devoted to 
orchards, compared with 859 in the former Shire of Lilydale.  { ibid.}

Specific history 
The rate records for this property (part CA 55, Moorooduc parish plan) list 
Michael & Mrs LE Gregory here from the early 1900s, as a house on 15 acres. In 
the 1930s Walter Henry Barnes was the owner, with orchardists Horace & 
George  Bullen holding the balance of the allotment (67 acres) and apparently 
building two houses there in the late 1930s. William & Robert Legg owned the 
house and 15 acres by the 1950s. The 1957 aerial views show extensive orchard 
planting to the west and south of this house. The immediate house environs are 
shown as open pasture while what may be a horse training track is to the south. 
The orchards and the house yard were protected by mature north-south hedge 
rows (pine or cypress?) to the west.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Engaging in primary production

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Unspecified primary industry

Associations: Michael & Mrs LE 
Gregory

Walter Henry Barnes

Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme

Other PAHT Subtheme: Unspecified primary industry

Statement of Significance:
Seaton Carew on Graf Road is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire 
because:
- the house, with its patterned brickwork, iron detailing and relative size, is one of 
the more ornamental and substantial early farm houses in the Hastings district ( 

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Design or technological achievement

Rarity or distinction among a comparable group

Good example of type

A.4

F.1

B.2

D.2
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Criterion B2, F1);
- its association with orcharding reflects an important phase in the district's history 
( Criterion A4);
- the good state of preservation, externally, of the house allows a strong 
expression of the building type ( Criterion D2).

References
Shaw 1998:  6 acres leased by orchardists in 1908
Bennett, B 2000 `All Our Somers': 51
Municipal Rate Book (RB)

Documentation

Tree Controls Apply?: Yes

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate No

National Trust Register? Recommended

Recommendations

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the main contributory elements are the farm house, attached farm land and mature trees plus any 
other associated landscape or out-buildings from the 19th & early 20th centuries .

- to conserve and enhance these contributory elements where enhancement would include 
replacement of any known missing original components in the buildings' exteriors or setting;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of these contributory elements;
- to ensure that new structures within the property are visually recessive and related to the existing 
building in terms of form, size, materials and placement but expressed as a separate identifiable 
entity; 
- to maintain the place's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further historical 
findings;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the property, followed by the 
creation of an incorporated plan for the management of the property in the planning scheme.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler, Francine Gilfedder

External Paint Controls Apply? Yes

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? Yes
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Name of place Orchard Landscape Precinct
660

Other Names
Addres Graydens Road

Hastings

Map (Melway) 154D5

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Shire

Creation date(s): 1910s-1920s

off

Site Type: Orchard group

Description:

This precinct consists of gabled packing sheds, mostly timber framed and clad 
with boards, fibre cement sheet or corrugated iron, and some mature trees. 
Many of the associated houses have been renewed in the post WW2 era and 
thus are now brick veneer and tiled roof construction, one example being 39 
which has a matching mature conifer garden around the house. Associated with 
the orchard sites are mature but intermittent conifer wind rows along boundaries, 
including the north and south road boundaries.  These mature trees relate to the 
construction period of the buildings and aid in the period expression and cultural 
significance of the place as indicators of age and period. Some such as 
associated with Breymar Lodge do not have orchard buildings visible.

Description
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History
Historical background
Orchards have been the most predominant land use in the Study Area, covering 
much of the land from Somerville to Red Hill. Some of the earliest selectors in 
the area, who took up their blocks in the 1860s and 1870s, planted the first fruit 
trees. Apples and pears were the main fruits grown, although berries and stone 
fruit were also grown in the Red Hill area. Many family names of original 

History and themes

The following are contributory elements to the precinct, being typically the early 
shed structures on each site:
Edwardian-era weatherboard farm house,   12  Graydens Road,  Hastings,  
Melway 1910c,  Melway 154G4
Packing sheds,   22  Graydens Road,  Hastings,  Melway 154F4
Packing sheds and 1950s house,   39  Graydens Road,  Hastings,  Melway 
154F5
Packing weatherboard shed 1960s house,   45  Graydens Road,  Hastings,  
Melway 154E5
Monterey pines,  near 40 Graydens Road,  Hastings,  Melway 154F5
Monterey pines,  near 50 Graydens Road,  Hastings,  Melway 154F5
Monterey pine rows,   near 51  Graydens Road,  Hastings,  Melway 154D5
Bushy Park & Don Hodgins P/L corrugated iron packing shed and Canary Island 
palm,   57  Graydens Road,  Hastings,  Melway 154D5
Monterey pines,  near 63 Graydens Road,  Hastings,  Melway 154F5
Orchard house, shed, trees 18 Boes Road, Melway 154C6;
Conifer rows Boes Rd west side near 42 north of Graydens Rd, Melway 154C5

The western section of the precinct has less evidence of orcharding:
House,   81  Graydens Road,  Hastings,  1920c,  Melway 154A5
Sunny Braes,   95  Graydens Road,  Hastings,  Melway 1915c,  153K5
farm house,   99  Graydens Road,  Hastings,  1920c,  153J5
Monterey pine rows,  107 near  Graydens Road,  Hastings,  153H5
orchard complex,  153  Graydens Road,  Moorooduc,  1940s-50s,  Melway 
153B4
orchard complex,  144  Graydens Road,  Moorooduc,  1940s-5,  Melway 153C4

Condition
Externally, generally good (partially disturbed, well preserved).

External Integrity
Externally, most of the main structures listed are substantially intact/some intrusions.

Context
This is flat agricultural land around the intersection of Graydens Road with Boes Road, marked by mature conifer tree 
wind rows.
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selectors are still associated with the study area, the descendants of the first 
selectors still continuing to work the land settled by their ancestors. Some of 
these first selectors became well-known as orchardists and nurserymen and 
played prominent local roles in establishing cool stores and community services 
in their local areas. Fruit, particularly apples, from the study area was exported 
overseas as well as catering to the domestic market...

The Victorian orchard industry expanded around the turn of the century, aided by 
a government export bonus and an encouragement planting scheme.   The 
construction of the Stony Point railway line in 1889 was an added boon to local 
orchardists as it offered accessible and regular transport to Melbourne. 
Refrigerated cool stores, which appeared in the first decades of the twentieth 
century also aided the orchard industry. By this time it was estimated that around 
60,000 cases of fruit annually were produced in the Somerville, Tyabb and 
Baxter district { Barnard, 2000}.

By 1917 there were approximately 2,070 acres of bearing trees and 999 acres of 
non bearing trees in the districts of Somerville, Tyabb and Hastings. Even in 
1960, orchards provided the main source of income in the Shire , when 
approximately 3,000 acres were still planted with apples and pears and 380,000 
cases of apples and 30,000 cases of pears were produced annually.   Pressure 
to subdivide rural land into hobby farms, residential areas and other primary 
production uses has led to a reduction in the acreage devoted to orchards in 
recent decades. Nevertheless even ten years ago a large proportion of Victoria's 
apples still came from the Mornington Peninsula. In 1988/89 the former Shire of 
Hastings was the second most significant local government area for orchards in 
Victoria. At that time there were still 625 ha of land in the Shire devoted to 
orchards, compared with 859 in the former Shire of Lilydale {Barnard, 2000}.

Specific history 
Graydens Road started as a few large land holdings, including those of George 
Benton and Joseph Haddock in the early 1900s, but with no houses or buildings 
cited in rate descriptions. By 1910 there were four houses there on small 
holdings, including those of Herbert & Fred Stockton, Richard Benton and 
Haddock had built a house on his 37 acres. Around World War One the Barclays 
had arrived and by 1920 there were nine houses plus one shed rated. New 
names included Hodgins, Barclay and Cusworth. Others arriving in the inter-war  
period were the Miller family, Clarke and Contini among others. The 1950s saw 
many of the early families still there, including Hodgins, Benton, Barclay, 
Cusworth, Stockton and added to them were the Onians, Greenwood and 
Wedgewood families { RB}. Aerial views from the late 1950s show extensive 
orchard holdings in the precinct as well as east of the Frankston Flinders Road.
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Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Engaging in primary production

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Fruit growing

Associations: Herbert & Fred 
Stockton

Richard Benton Joseph Haddock

Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme orchards and coolstores

Other PAHT Subtheme:

Statement of Significance:
Orchard Landscape Precinct in Graydens Rd is significant to the Mornington 
Peninsula Shire because:
- the buildings and wind rows from the Edwardian-era, 1920s and 1950s 
represent  growth periods in the orchard business which was highly significant to 
the Mornington Peninsula ( Criterion A4).

Tree Controls Apply?: Yes

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended after completion of an incorporated plan

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate No

National Trust Register? Recommended

Recommendations

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 

External Paint Controls Apply? No

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? Yes

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themesA.4
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References
Municipal Rate Book Frankston & Hastings Shire (RB) for Graydens Rd contributory places 12, 22, 
,39, 45, 51, 57, 81, 95, 99, 107
Parish Plan;
Tape ref 5/4/01- 9.05min

Documentation

the main contributory elements are the farm buildings, attached farm land and mature trees plus 
any other associated landscape or out-buildings from the early 20th century.

- to conserve and enhance these contributory elements where enhancement would include 
replacement of any known missing original components in the buildings' exteriors or setting;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of these contributory elements;
- to ensure that new structures within the precinct are visually recessive and related to the existing 
building in terms of form, size, materials and placement but expressed as a separate identifiable 
entity; 
- to maintain the place's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further historical 
findings;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the precinct, followed by the 
creation of an incorporated plan for the management of the property in the planning scheme.

No planning controls should be considered before the completion of an incorporated plan for the 
precinct based on  a conservation management plan and owner consultation.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler, Francine Gilfedder
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Name of place Hansens Lane Beach House precinct
664

Other Names
Addres Hansens Lane

Balnarring Beach

Map (Melway) 193D10

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Local

Creation date(s): 1920s-1930s

Site Type: Beach house group

Description:

This precinct is characterised by small timber-framed and sheet clad 
weekenders, set on well treed blocks (native and exotic) fronting a narrow 
gravelled track to the beach. A more informal frontage to an unmade road is on 
the other side of the block. More than any other dense residential section of the 
district's coast, which has seen extensive redevelopment over time, this precinct 
retains some of the early character of small informal shacks in amongst the tea 
tree next to the water's edge. Mature specimen trees related to the construction 
period of the buildings aid in the period expression and cultural significance of 
the place as indicators of age and period. Indigenous planting suggest the initial 
state of the site at subdivision and its survival highlights the desired informality 
of small cottages set in the coastal scrub.

Description
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History
Historical background 
`A survey plan of 1869   shows the surveyed township of Balnarring, including a 
site for a jetty and foreshore reserve for public purposes. The township plan 
included 17 village allotments and 9 suburban allotments. However, this planned 
township was actually located at what is now Point Leo.  Later Parish Plans 
showed a planned township called Tulum where Balnarring Beach is now 
located. 
However Balnarring itself grew up around the junction formed by the Frankston-
Flinders, Balnarring and Sandy Point Roads, where Warrawee was built in 1860, 
although there were few other public buildings there for some time. The school 
opened at this site in 1870. An 1891 map of the area, while showing a number of 
farms and farmhouses dotted around the vicinity of the road junction, noted also 
a Blacksmiths Shop in the angle between Buckley Road (now Balnarring Road) 
and Frankston-Flinders Road and the state school further up Buckley Road. 
A writer in 1902 described Balnarring as a ...
"Little wayside hamlet on the road between Hastings and Flinders....probably one 
of the least pretentious in the state. It consists chiefly of a state school, but there 
are a few buildings within sight of the main road." ' { Barnard, 2000}

Specific History 
This precinct is located in the Township of Balnarring Beach which was gazetted 
in 1886 and officially gained its name in 1953. Only a few lots were purchased in 
the 1880s, some facing the beach, others off the Balnarring Beach Rd. The 
allotments either side of Hansens Lane were first owned by persons such as A 

History and themes

The following are contributory elements:
Avoca house site, trees (2x Canary Island palms, Norfolk Island pine),  9 
Hansens Lane,  Balnarring Beach,  1924c,  Melway 193D10 (refer individual 
place report)
The Nook   18  Hansens Lane,  Balnarring Beach,  1910c,  Melway 193D10
House,    11  Hansens Lane,  Balnarring Beach,  Melway 193D10
Tree (Moreton Bay fig),    5  Hansens Lane,  Balnarring Beach,  Melway 193D10

Condition
Externally, good (partially disturbed, well preserved).

External Integrity
Externally, substantially intact/some intrusions.

Context
This precinct is part of a larger residential area which has a mixture of house periods and construction and associated 
native and exotic planting.
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Craven, CP Child, MA Stanley, G Mentiplay, Berryman, Sharp, Milne, Stone, 
Meakin, Johnston, White, Maxwell, Cole  and Lewis. They purchased in the 
years 1914, 1922 and 1921.  Some of these had a main frontage to Mason-
Smith Rd and others fronted the beach. The beach reserve itself was  
permanently reserved as late as 1920 while the lane was presumably once 
intended for collection of night soil and other services.

Buildings on the lot accumulated with examples such as George E Hansen's 
improvement of 1 Hansen Lane in c1942, lending his name to the place in doing 
so. His predecessor was Arthur Hagger who lived near Mildura, Dandenong and 
at Balnarring during the period of his ownership. John Booth had a building on lot 
18A in the township by c1922 and 3 Hansen Lane was developed for Francis H 
Child of Silvan in 1922. 

P Child of Olinda had built Olinda, next door at 5 Hansens Lane, by c1922. 
Robert Wall, a Malvern bootmaker, had a house on 9 Hansen lane from c1924, 
Louis Berryman had a building on lot 24A (13 Hansen Lane) by the early 1920s, 
and Dr Maxwell of Frankston had built at 20 Hansen Lane by 1925.

Hector Waldron wrote of the development of Balnarring Beach from the 1920s 
onwards, noting the two kiosks on the beach associated with the Strain, Butt and 
Bongiorno families. He also recalled the Harley Davidson Motor Cycle club's 
arrival and their race meetings held in the paddock near their clubrooms.  He 
also noted Gus Hansen as an expert fisherman who hired out boats for holiday-
makers. He also sold fish caught in a drag net extended along the beach and 
hauled in periodically by ropes. He is pictured with a small dog in hand next to a 
simple dwelling.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Developing cultural institutions and ways of life

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Going to the beach

Associations: Varies

Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme holiday homes, weekenders and guest houses

Other PAHT Subtheme:

AHC Criteria satisfied:
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Statement of Significance:
The Hansens Lane Beach House precinct is significant to the Balnarring Beach 
area because:
-it possesses the early character of small informal inter-war holiday cottages set 
amongst the tea tree and next to the water's edge which was once characteristic 
of the first beachside weekender suburbs in this district ( Criterion A4, D2);
- the early development history of the area reflected the growth of the motor car 
and improved roads, allowing for the new weekender concept for a growing 
number of city people ( Criterion A4).

Documentation

Tree Controls Apply?: Yes

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate No

National Trust Register? Recommended

Recommendations

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the main contributory elements are the weekenders,  mature trees plus any other associated 
landscape or out-buildings from the Edwardian-era and inter-war period.

- to conserve and enhance these contributory elements where enhancement would include 
replacement of any known missing original components in the buildings' exteriors or setting;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of these contributory elements;
- to ensure that new structures within the precinct are visually recessive and related to the existing 
building in terms of form, size, materials and placement but expressed as a separate identifiable 
entity; 
- to maintain the place's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further historical 
findings;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the precinct, followed by the 
creation of an incorporated plan for the management of the property in the planning scheme.

External Paint Controls Apply? No

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? No

Association with important events or historical themes

Good example of type

A.4

D.2
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References
Balnarring & District Historical Society (BHS) `Balnarring Byways and Memories', 1996: 54 Gus 
Hansen 1920s;
Bennett, B `The Old General Store': 207 Balnarring Township plan -lots 17A etc  MA Stanley 1914, 
Lewis etc.
Municipal Rate Book (RB) 
Parish Plan

Assessed By: Graeme Butler, Francine Gilfedder
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Name of place Avoca house site, trees
549

Other Names Robert Wall beach house

Addres Hansens Lane
Balnarring Beach

Map (Melway) 193D10

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Shire

Creation date(s): 1924c

  9

Site Type: Tree(s), specimen

Description:

Avoca was sited in Hansens Lane behind old timber framed gates hung on 
concrete posts. Facing the east or rear of the block, the house was a gabled 
weatherboard house in a bushy beach side area, with associated out-buildings. 
Concrete fence posts extended along the lane and the east frontage indicating 
that it was associated with the adjoining lot at 11 or the two were one property 
once. The Egyptian character of the tapering openings recalled the suburban 
fashion arising from the international interest in Egyptology at the time. This 
house was demolished in October 2001, prior to completion of this study.

There are two large and distinctive Canary Island palms (`Phoenix canariensis') 
either side of the house site, on the east side, and a Norfolk Island pine is at the 

Description
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History
Historical background 
`A survey plan of 1869   shows the surveyed township of Balnarring, including a 
site for a jetty and foreshore reserve for public purposes. The township plan 
included 17 village allotments and 9 suburban allotments. However, this planned 
township was actually located at what is now Point Leo.  Later Parish Plans 
showed a planned township called Tulum where Balnarring Beach is now 
located. 
However Balnarring itself grew up around the junction formed by the Frankston-
Flinders, Balnarring and Sandy Point Roads, where Warrawee was built in 1860, 
although there were few other public buildings there for some time. ' { Barnard, 
2000}

Specific History 
This site is located in the Township of Balnarring Beach which was gazetted in 
1886 and officially gained its name in 1953. Only a few lots were purchased in 
the 1880s, some facing the beach, others off the Balnarring Beach Rd. The 
allotments either side of Hansens Lane were first owned by persons such as A 
Craven, CP Child, MA Stanley, G Mentiplay, Berryman, Sharp, Milne, Stone, 
Meakin, Johnston, White, Maxwell, Cole  and Lewis. They purchased in the 
years 1914, 1922 and 1921.  Some of these had a main frontage to Mason-

History and themes

west side. Golden privet on the east side is probably part of a front fence hedge 
and the distinctive concrete posts and gate remain.

Mature Canary Island palms are distinctive visually as well as highly indicative of 
Edwardian-era and inter-war garden planting styles. They are also uncommon 
within the Shire compared to the broad landscape which is well populated with 
conifer rows and individual gardens which commonly exhibit trees planted after 
WW2. A number of specimens have been identified in this study because of this 
rarity within the broad landscape. Mature trees related to the construction period 
of the building aid in the period expression and cultural significance of the place 
as indicators of age and period.

Condition
Externally, good (partially disturbed, well preserved)- inspection required.

External Integrity
Externally, substantially intact/some intrusions (inspection required) .

Context
This property is part of a  precinct which is characterised by small timber-framed and sheet clad weekenders, set on well 
tree blocks fronting a narrow track to the beach. More than any other dense residential section of the district's coast, 
which has seen extensive redevelopment over time, this precinct retains some of the early character of small informal 
shacks in amongst the tea tree next to the water's edge.
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Smith Rd and others fronted the beach. The beach reserve itself was  
permanently reserved as late as 1920 while the lane was presumably once 
intended for collection of night soil and other services.

Buildings on the lot accumulated with examples such as George E Hansen's 
improvement of 1 Hansen Lane in c1942, lending his name to the place in doing 
so. Number 3 Hansen Lane was developed for Francis H Child of Silvan in 1922. 
P Child of Olinda had built the house Olinda, next door at 5 Hansens Lane, by 
c1922. Robert Wall, a Malvern bootmaker, had a house on 9 Hansen lane from 
c1924, and Louis Berryman had a building on lot 24A (13 Hansen Lane) by the 
early 1920s.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Developing cultural institutions and ways of life

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Creating landscape

Associations: Robert Wall

Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme

Other PAHT Subtheme:

Statement of Significance:
Avoca house site and trees are significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire 
because:
- prior to demolition, the house was a well preserved weekender from the 
formative period of this part of Balnarring Beach, in its mature landscape setting, 
with early associated fencing ( Criterion A4, D2);
- the mature Canary Island palms are unusual among  the mature exotic 
plantings in the district ( Criterion B2);
- the trees and site are contributory elements in a precinct which evokes  the 
early character of small informal shacks set amongst the tea tree next to the 
water's edge which was characteristic of the first beachside weekender suburbs 

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Rarity or distinction among a comparable group

Good example of type

A.4

B.2

D.2
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in this district ( Criterion A4);
- it is expressive of the early residential development of the area reflecting in turn 
the growth of the motor car which allowed the weekender concept for a growing 
number of people ( Criterion A4).

References
Balnarring & District Historical Society (BHS) `Balnarring Byways and Memories', 1996: 54 Gus 
Hansen 1920s
Plan- Black, Misc defence 1891 shows Balnarring Beach (see Bennett, B `The Old General Store': 
63)
Bennett, B `The Old General Store': 207 Balnarring Township plan -lots 17A etc  MA Stanley 1914?
Municipal Rate Book (RB) east side of Hansens Lane

Documentation

Tree Controls Apply?: Yes

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate No

National Trust Register? Recommended

Recommendations

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the main contributory elements are the house site, the cited mature trees plus any other associated 
landscape from the 1920s.
- to conserve and enhance these contributory elements where enhancement would include 
replacement of any known missing original components in the buildings' exteriors or setting;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of these contributory elements;
- to ensure that new structures within the precinct are visually recessive and related to the existing 
building in terms of form, size, materials and placement but expressed as a separate identifiable 
entity; 
- to maintain the place's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further historical 
findings.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler, Francine Gilfedder

External Paint Controls Apply? No

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? Yes

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? Yes
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Name of place Point Leo to Somers coastal landscape, part Pt Leo to 
Watsons Inlet  coastal landscape
172

Other Names
Addres Hastings Flinders Road

Somers

Map (Melway) 193,257

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): contributory

Creation date(s): 1820s-

off

Site Type: Natural conservation areas

Description:

The mapped area of this classification extended from the Pt Leo Rd on the west, 
Frankston Flinders Rd and Sandy Pt Rd on the north, HMAS Cerberus on the 
east and the low water mark on the south. It was linked with the Sandy Pt 
classification. The area also includes the Farm Landscape, Frankston Flinders 
Rd, cited elsewhere in this report.

It contains a number of cultural phases, such as the planning of model 
weekender suburbs at Somers, the weekender subdivisions at Balnarring Beach 
in the 20th century and the development of Western Park, the Coolart and Cole 
grazing properties along the Somers and Merricks coasts in the 19th and 20th 

Description
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History
National Trust of Australia recorded the 6 mile coastal landscape from Pt Leo to 
Somers in the 1970s as L384, a landscape (either natural or manmade) which 

History and themes

centuries, which have progressed in their turn from the former pastoral state of 
the land which in turn arose from the indigenous landscape described on the 
1840s and 1850s government survey plans. This type of landscape is preserved 
in the Coolart and HMAS Cerberus wetlands. 

The most significant characteristics of the precinct however are those described 
by the National Trust of Australia in their classification of the landscape: `Fine 
agricultural landscapes with rolling pastures and distant seascapes. The shallow 
beaches have many rocky platforms at low tide. There are fine stands of trees 
on the foreshore. The landscape has suffered little from adverse development'. 
This is the major cultural aspect, its selection by a community group for its 
aesthetic and natural values. 

Typically the view from the bay is a major character parameter of the precinct. 
The significant elements identified are either open grazing country with mature 
tree lines on fence lines and surrounding isolated farm complexes. Or there is 
the indigenous vegetation which shrouds the more hard edge cultural elements 
such as the new identified subdivisions, (i.e.. Banksia Estate) as one of their 
formal characteristic: that of the beach house in the coastal scrub. Or indigenous 
landscape which reflects the distinctive cultural use of the land (HMAS 
Cerberus). 

Both types of landscape are in danger of being suburbanised by the introduction 
of more built from and the reduction of grazing lands and trees. 

(Refer Pt Leo to Watsons Inlet  coastal landscape)
Condition
Threats were seen then as unplanned tourism, recreation or other development and new access roads on the foreshore. 
Added to those are the threats which cover the whole Peninsula: more coastal development, reduction of mature tree 
cover and open grazing areas and their replacement with built fabric. This fine regional landscape  has been under 
increasing attack since WW2.

External Integrity
The National Trust of Australia (Vic) citation stated that the landscape had `suffered little from adverse development', 
presumably meaning that it the changes made to the natural landscape at the point of classification were part of its 
value. These included the clearing of indigenous vegetation and planting of exotic grasses and trees plus the 
construction of farm buildings.

Context
Part of a changing coast line, in its progress along the south and east boundaries of the peninsula to the mudflats of 
Western Port.
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contributed to the heritage of Australia and `which should be recorded and 
whose preservation is encouraged'. Ownership was both public and private. This 
was one of a number of Peninsula landscapes classified or recorded by the 
National Trust of Australia (Vic). 

The citation for the landscape was:
`Fine agricultural landscapes with rolling pastures and distant seascapes. The 
shallow beaches have many rocky platforms at low tide. There are fine stands of 
trees on the foreshore. The landscape has suffered little from adverse 
development'.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Tracing the evolution of a continent’s special environments

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Appreciating the natural wonders 
of Australia

Associations: Varies

Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme Establishing sanctuaries for native flora

Other PAHT Subtheme:

Statement of Significance:
The Point Leo to Somers coastal landscape is significant to the Mornington 
Peninsula region because:
- its fine agricultural and pastoral landscapes with rolling pastures and distant 
seascapes which have been recognised by the community in many ways 
including as the subject of major artworks, tourist promotion and postcard 
(Criterion E1, G1) ;
-of the many rocky platforms and formations visible at low tide along the shallow 
beaches, providing scenic and scientific interest (Criterion E1, C2) ; 
-of the fine stands of native vegetation at the water's edge and the mature exotic 

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Aesthetic importance to the community or a cultural group

Research potential or of scientific interest

Social significance

A.4

E.1

C.2

G.1

D.2 Good example of type
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trees on the foreshore and environs, some of which are rare within the Shire  
(Criterion E1, B2) ;
- for the high state of preservation of this cultural landscape which has suffered 
little from adverse development since it was established in the late 19th century 
(Criterion A4, D2);
- of the close visual likeness of parts of this coast to the period of early the early 
formative history of shipping and settlement in the area (Criterion A4); and 
- of the recognition of this landscape by the national Trust of Australia (Vic) as 
one of a group of early landscapes to be recognised by the Trust for their cultural 
meaning (Criterion E1, G1).

Tree Controls Apply?: Yes

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended (Significant Landscape overlay and a 
potential heritage overlay after completion of an 
incorporated plan

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate Recommended

National Trust Register? Registered

Recommendations

Recommendation
(Refer Pt Leo to Watsons Inlet  coastal landscape)
The diverse and extensive nature of this cultural landscape precinct is to a great  part under existing
and proposed planning scheme management.  Environmental Significance and Significant 
Landscape overlays, some existing heritage overlays and more extensive proposed heritage 
overlays cover some of what has been identified as significant in the  area in the Statement of 
Significance.  

A Significant Landscape Overlay (SLO6) should be applied to all of the National Trust of Australia 
(Vic) listed landscapes (Recorded and Classified): for example from the coast reserve to the 
Frankston Flinders Rd and Sandy Pt Road (see planning scheme map 30 SLO). 

The schedule to the SLO6 should be changed to  include exotic vegetation control (`… remove, 
destroy or lop any vegetation').

However, with all of these planning tools, more precise guidelines need to be included in the 
schedule to the overlays to properly guide the managers and permit applicants while also 
addressing the above Statement of Significance. This statement is thus a starting point for a more 
detailed study of the precinct which identifies all of the elements under each of the criterions and 
management regime for each, with appropriate permit assessment procedures and potential 
exceptions.  These should be included in the schedules to the active overlays in the precinct and 

External Paint Controls Apply? No

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? No
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References
National Trust of Australia file;
Parish Plan put-aways
Land Victoria historical collection: Coastal surveys (Cox) 1860s
Land Victoria historical collection: Black. Misc defence plans 1891-

Documentation

the proposed heritage overlays adopted by Council.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler, Francine Gilfedder
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Name of place Hastings Mechanics Institute,  former
315

Other Names Hastings Hall, Hastings Public Hall

Addres High St
Hastings

Map (Melway) 154J11

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Shire

Creation date(s): 1913c, 1960-

  3-7

Site Type: Hall, community

Description:

The façade of this building is a parapeted Moderne or Modernist style cream 
brick wing set in front of an earlier ripple iron and weatherboard clad gabled roof 
hall. The main office wing is  rectangular in form, with three metal framed 
windows either side of the glazed entry screen and cantilevering canopy. Above 
this is another cream brick parapeted section and what may be a projection 
booth which also acts as a clock tower. A metal sign spells out Hastings Hall in 
outline. Either side of this is a rectangular sheeted section which masks the view 
to the old hall behind.

Description

Condition
Externally, each main development stage good (partially disturbed, well preserved).

External Integrity
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History
Hastings Mechanics Institute was built some time around the turn of the century. 
It was not listed in the Municipal Directory for 1897, but was there by 1910 (a 
simple gabled weatherboard building with small front porch) and was destroyed 
by fire in 1912 ( Thompson: 122).  A second Mechanics Institute was built in 
1913 (the rear timber section of the existing building). This was later simply 
known as the Hastings Hall. This building has been much modified { Barnard, 
2000}. Arthur Denham painted the new interior reputedly for £32 and later 
painted the mural around the present stage { Thompson: 122}. 

The brick front is thought to have been designed by Harry Harlow c1960, and 
used as the Hastings Shire offices until the end of 1963 when the existing Shire 
offices were opened. The Shire of Frankston & Hastings had met at the Hastings 
hall 1893-4 and finally a small brick structure was built at Somerville 1911. This 
was sold in 1919. 

When the new Hastings Shire was constituted from the former Frankston & 
Hastings Shire in October 1960, the event was pictured outside of the 1913 
Hastings Hall, then with its triple gabled weatherboard and fibre cement façade 
with a helm-hip entry porch centred below. Weatherboard and verandahed 
commercial buildings lined Main Street to the west in a similar character to the 
earlier commercial strip which fronted the water in 1909 { Thompson: 66}. 

Meanwhile the Frankston municipal offices would be the official Hastings Shire 
headquarters until appointment of permanent staff but the ordinary meetings of 
Council would be held at the Hastings Public Hall. Council called for applications 
to fill the roles of rates collector, engineer, secretary and surveyor to close in 
November 1960. They also resolved to purchase a site for the new civic centre at 
the corner of Pike and Salmon Streets but meanwhile the Council office was to 
be at the hall.

In November 1960 the Western Port Development Committee (representing nine 
local governments) was formed to promote, among other things,  the area's 
development as a new deep water port for Victoria (`Melbourne's Second Port'), 
coinciding with the development of the Bass Strait oil fields.  This era proved to 
be a rebirth of Hastings as a town centre, promoted by the new port development 

History and themes

Each main development stage is externally, substantially intact/some intrusions.

Context
Set in a busy mainly recently developed commercial buildings with one old weatherboard shop and former post office 
(1907) as one exception, opposite { Bennett: 31}.
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and the role of the town in accommodating Council headquarters.

In 1962 Council had decided to seek a loan of £40,000 for  a Council Chamber 
and Municipal Offices to be located on site `D' (the existing site) which had been 
chosen in 1961 { Thompson: 83-85}. Money for foreshore reclamation at 
Hastings was also confirmed in 1961, providing an enhanced outlook for the new 
offices.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Developing cultural institutions and ways of life

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Forming associations

Associations: Hastings Mechanics 
Institute

Significance

Harry Harlow

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme Developing cultural institutions and ways of life - 
Community Halls

Other PAHT Subtheme: Forming associations, libraries and institutes for 
self-education

Statement of Significance:
The former Hastings Mechanics Institute is significant to the Mornington 
Peninsula Shire because:
- it has been the focus of public life in Hastings since its construction in 1913, as 
expressed by the weatherboard exterior and interior ( Criterion A4, G1);
- as the first offices and meeting place used regularly by the new Hastings shire 
(1960-63) as expressed by both the brick and weatherboard wings ( Criterion A4, 
B2).

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate No

Recommendations

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Social significance

Rarity or distinction among a comparable group

A.4

G.1

B.2
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References
Bennett, B `The Old General Store': 30;
Hastings Western Port Historical Society (HWPHS) 5.1;
Barnard, 1999, Hastings District Heritage Study Stage One Environmental History: 44;
Cole, V submission March 1999: 6;
Thompson, D 1994.  `From Conflict to Reform'.

Documentation

Tree Controls Apply?: No

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended

National Trust Register? Recommended

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the main contributory elements are the two wings and associated fabric from 1913-, 1960-3 and the 
stage mural.
- to further inspect the property and demarcate significant fabric on the interior;
- to conserve and enhance these contributory elements where enhancement would include 
replacement of any known missing original components in the building or setting;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of these contributory elements;
- to ensure that new structures within the property are visually recessive and related to the existing 
building in terms of form, size, materials and placement but expressed as a separate identifiable 
entity; 
- to maintain the place's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further historical 
findings;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the precinct, followed by the 
creation of an incorporated plan for the management of the property in the planning scheme.
.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler, Francine Gilfedder

External Paint Controls Apply? Yes

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? Yes
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Name of place Hastings State School 1098, memorial gateway, trees
295

Other Names
Addres Hodgins Road

Hastings

Map (Melway) 154H9

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Shire

Creation date(s): 1872-. 1913

 10

Site Type: School

Description:

Built of (now painted) face brickwork, there are the two early wings, the 1872 
and 1913 classrooms, the former a simple low gabled structure with small multi-
paned windows and plain chimney, and the latter a higher gabled building with 
large multi-paned windows in the end wall and smaller highlight windows in the 
side. The 1872 wing has a large probably Edwardian-era window in its end wall. 
Both wings have corrugated sheet roofing and the Edwardian-era wing has a 
circular vent in the gable. A gabled weatherboard section, with multi-paned 
windows  adjoins one side of the 1872 wing.

There is a random Moorooduc (?) stone faced memorial gateway, with wrought-
iron gates, entitled `honor for service'; a Canary Island palm, an `Arbutus sp.', 

Description
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History
The effort to establish schools and churches was often the first sign that a 
community was developing in nineteenth century Victoria. Often schools would 
open, then close again as numbers fell. Schools also often moved as the focus 
of particular communities changed. Most schools were not opened till after the 
Education Act of 1872, which required that education be free, secular and 
compulsory. Despite the Act, it usually fell to local communities to petition for the 
Education Department to open a school and often to find the land and means to 
do so. Very few schools opened first of all in a purpose-built building { Barnard, 
2000}. 

Hastings' first school, which opened in the Church of England in Old Tyabb 
Township in 1866, became known, in 1870 as Tyabb Rural School No. 73. When 
numbers in the district appeared to be expanding, application was made for the 
erection of a new school on the Hastings side of King's Creek. This opened in 
1872 as SS 1098  { Barnard, 2000}.   

Two more brick classrooms were added to the original brick school in 1913 and 
another building as well as two more classrooms, a staffroom and a storeroom 
added in the 1950s. When the original school was considered unfit for use as a 
classroom in 1968, more facilities were added to the 1954 building.  Catholic 
schooling dates from 1916 under Frankston John Gibbons { Barnard, 2000}.

History and themes

and a memorial oak planted by Charlotte Stacey (nee Hodgins) a former student 
and teacher, marking 125 years anniversary  on 14/11/1997. The site is on the 
NW corner of Victoria St and the play ground largely asphalt paved.

Mature Canary Island palms are distinctive visually as well as highly indicative of 
Edwardian-era and inter-war garden planting styles. They are also uncommon 
within the Shire compared to the broad landscape which is well populated with 
conifer rows and individual gardens which commonly exhibit trees planted after 
WW2. A number of specimens have been identified in this study because of this 
rarity within the broad landscape. Mature trees related to the construction period 
of the building aid in the period expression and cultural significance of the place 
as indicators of age and period.

Condition
Externally, good (partially disturbed, well preserved).

External Integrity
Externally, substantially intact/some intrusions.

Context
The school is located in flat land west of the Uniting Church, south of Kings Creek and east of the railway.
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Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Educating

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Establishing schools

Associations: Victorian Colonial 
Government

Victorian State 
Government

Significance

Bastow, Henry (PWD)

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme Educating

Other PAHT Subtheme:

Statement of Significance:
Hastings State School 1098, memorial gateway, and trees are significant to the 
Mornington Peninsula Shire because:
- the school is the oldest government building in the district ( Criterion A4);
- the establishment of the school was at the foundation of Hastings as a village 
centre when town lots were sold to fishermen ( Criterion A4);
- the Edwardian-era and Victorian-era wings have long associations with 
schooling and public life in the area ( Criterion A4, G1). 
- the palms, `Arbutus' specimen and oak are trees of special significance for 
either their rarity among mature exotic planting in the district or their associations 
with the area's pioneers ( Criterion B2, H1); and
-the gateway has local associations with those who served in defence of the 
country ( Criterion G1).

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate No

National Trust Register? Recommended

Recommendations

External Paint Controls Apply? Yes

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Social significance

Rarity or distinction among a comparable group

Association with important person or group

A.4

G.1

B.2

H.1
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References
Barnard, 2000,  Hastings District Heritage Study Stage Two Environmental History

Documentation

Tree Controls Apply?: Yes

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the main contributory elements are the two wings and associated fabric from 1872 and 1913 and 
cited trees and gateway.
- to further inspect the property and demarcate significant fabric on the interior;
- to conserve and enhance these contributory elements where enhancement would include 
replacement of any known missing original components in the building or setting (for example 
chemically removing the paint from the brickwork);
- to conserve and enhance the public view of these contributory elements;
- to ensure that new structures within the property are visually recessive and related to the existing 
building in terms of form, size, materials and placement but expressed as a separate identifiable 
entity; 
- to maintain the place's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further historical 
findings;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the property, followed by the 
creation of an incorporated plan for the management of the property in the planning scheme.
.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler, Francine Gilfedder

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? Yes

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? Yes
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Name of place Beilby farm house
530

Other Names
Addres Hodgins Road

Hastings

Map (Melway) 154D8

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Shire

Creation date(s): 1890c

230

Site Type: Farm house

Description:

Located at the north-east corner of Boes and Hodgins Roads, this is a large 
hipped roof Italianate style, Victorian-era weatherboard  farm house,  set well 
back from the road and facing south. It has painted brick chimneys, a corrugated 
iron clad roof, and a return verandah.  Monterey cypress are at the rear and 
Monterey pines at the Hodgins Rd frontage.

A farm house of this style and era is more typical of suburban allotments and is 
uncommon in the Hastings district, with prosperity in the Edwardian-era 
generating more architecturally pretentious houses. Houses like Minto and 
Western park may be comparable but are on larger scale as the centre of a 
larger holding.

Description
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History
This farm complex is located on CA90 Tyabb parish. From the end of World War 
One to the1950s this property comprised a house and 124 acres owned and 
occupied by Mrs Beatrice M Burgess. Arthur Haywood had sold to her c1917: he 
had purchased it from John Scott (q.v.) in 1913 who had acquired the property 
from George Beilby around 1911. Scott had 186 acres but Heywood appears to 
have dispensed with 60 acres soon after purchase. Beilby too had divided off 40 
acres around 1911, having leased it as 226 acres to George Webb in the 1890s. 

Beilby had owned and occupied the property since c1890. Before that it was 
owned as part of  large holding by the land-boomer Thomas Bent but it is unclear 
in the rate books if it was he who built the house { RB}.

Early aerial photographs show extensive orchard areas to the east of this house.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Engaging in primary production

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Unspecified primary industry

History and themes

Associations: George Beilby Arthur Haywood Beatrice M Burgess

Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme

Other PAHT Subtheme:

Condition
good (partially disturbed, well preserved)

External Integrity
substantially intact/some intrusions

Context
Set in open grasslands on the fringe of an urban residential area.

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Rarity or distinction among a comparable group

Good example of type

A.4

B.2

D.2
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Statement of Significance:
The Beilby farm house in Hodgins Road is significant to the Shire because:
- of the relative age, scale and external preservation of the building (Criterion A4, 
D2); 
- as a relatively uncommon and sophisticated Victorian-era design for the area, 
with extensive verandahs (Criterion B2).

References
Land Victoria historic plan collection -Map from 1913- `WH' wood house;
Municipal Rate Books (RB)  Frankston & Hastings Shire 1887-1953
Parish Plan - lands file;
Landinfo- 1950s aerials.

Documentation

Tree Controls Apply?: No

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate No

National Trust Register? Recommended

Recommendations

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the contributory elements include the farm house, with emphasis on fabric from or near the 
construction date:

- to conserve and enhance the house where enhancement would include replacement of any known
missing original components in the building or setting;
- to conserve and enhance the visual relationship between any contributory elements at the place;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of these contributory elements;
- to ensure that new structures within the place are visually recessive and related in terms of form, 
size, materials and placement; 
- to maintain the place's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further historical 
findings.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler, Francine Gilfedder

External Paint Controls Apply? Yes

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? Yes
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Name of place Highfold & trees
247

Other Names John Scott's fruit tree nursery

Addres Jones Road
Somerville

Map (Melway) 148E3

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Shire

Creation date(s): 1913

193

Site Type: Orchard house

Description:

This is an Edwardian-era weatherboard farm house, with high-hipped corrugated 
iron clad main roof and attic, gabled projecting bays with half-timbered gabled 
end, and a return timber framed verandah with arched valence and slatted infill. 
The dado is in a shingle pattern and the front door is three-panel with a leadlight 
upper panel.

The house garden has one mature bunya bunya, `Arbutus sp.', a large `Ficus 
sp.', two Canary Island palms, a cypress hedge, and a recently built but visually 
related picket fence.

Mature Canary Island palms are distinctive visually as well as highly indicative of 

Description
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History
This land was shown in the 1873 parish plan survey as `good agricultural soil 
thickly timbered': the allotment (20) covered 121 acres. An 1891 feature plan 
shows the allotment as relatively undeveloped.

This house was built for John (or Jack) Scott in 1913 on an 83 acre orchard and 
nursery. He and his family remained there until the 1950s when the house was 
set aside on two acres occupied by Scott and the rest was sold to William & 
Robert Stevens. 

The Scott family were pioneers on the peninsula and their descendents still live 
in the area. Scott built this house during a boom for fruit exports, with the efforts 
of the newly formed Victorian Fruitgrowers Central  Association boosting exports 
to 10,000 cases of pears in 1913. A docket issued by him in 1896 gave the name 
of his business `Fruit Tree Nursery' and described the sale of 130 fruit trees for 
£3/5/- { Shaw: 103}. Leila Shaw describes how nurserymen such as Scott, Grant, 
Cole, Brunning, Shepherd, Thornell and others had supplied the fruit industry in 
the area since the 1850s { Shaw: 99}.

John Scott was among a group of local residents who appointed new trustees to 
the Union Church in 1912, this being the building which had served Anglican 
worship in the period 1864-1904 and the Presbyterians for some 50 years { Cole: 
214}. John Scott was an office bearer and member of the influential Somerville 
Fruitgrowers' Horticultural & Agricultural Association (secretary 1929) and 
contributed to the acquisition of the Somerville showgrounds in 1912 { Shaw: 
108-110}. He was also the treasurer of the Somerville show committee in the 

History and themes

Edwardian-era and inter-war garden planting styles. They are also uncommon 
within the Shire compared to the broad landscape which is well populated with 
conifer rows and individual gardens which commonly exhibit trees planted after 
WW2. A number of specimens have been identified in this study because of this 
rarity within the broad landscape. Mature trees related to the construction period 
of the building aid in the period expression and cultural significance of the place 
as indicators of age and period.

Condition
Externally, good (partially disturbed, well preserved).

External Integrity
Externally, substantially intact/some intrusions.

Context
Set south of the Somerville township on flat agricultural land and north of the highly significant Two Bays orchardist 
house.
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1920s and a steward in the WW1 era { Shaw: 114, 141} 

Leila Shaw tells of Scott subdividing the former Flood Estate into 30 acre blocks, 
selling one to Charles & Lydia Renouf in 1912. Scott told Renouf that the land 
around his acquisition would be someday covered with `gentlemen's' residences' 
{ Shaw, 1998: 272}.  Renouf was to call his new property Island View and today 
housing covers the Island View Drive area, named after his property.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Engaging in primary production

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Fruit growing

Associations: John Scott

Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme orchards and coolstores

Other PAHT Subtheme: Creating landscape

Statement of Significance:
Highfold farm complex and ornamental trees are significant to the Mornington 
Peninsula Shire because:
- its association with orcharding, fruit tree nurseries and the pioneering John 
Scott and family marks an  important phase in the district's history and the export 
fruit industry in the Edwardian-era ( Criterion A4);
- the good state of preservation of the house exterior and its mature landscape 
setting provides a strong expression of the building type, an Edwardian-era farm 
house, within the Hastings district ( Criterion D2);
- the trees, bunya bunya, the fig, arbutus and Canary Island palms, are all 
uncommon among mature exotic trees in the Shire and provide a key to the type 
of landscape chosen by a nurseryman for his house surrounds in the Edwardian-
era ( Criterion B2) .

Recommendations

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Rarity or distinction among a comparable group

Good example of type

A.4

B.2

D.2
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References
Owner called 21/3/00 re letter- states hedge now part burnt, much money spent on house recently- 
says was owned by the Scott family (Jack)- the Scotts still in area. Subdivided a few years ago.
Municipal Rate Book Frankston & Hastings Shire (RB) 
Parish Plan - no lands file;
Shaw, L 1998. `The Way We Were': 99, 103, 272.
Bennett, B `The Old General Store': 224;
Cole: 214

Documentation

Tree Controls Apply?: Yes

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate No

National Trust Register? Recommended

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the main contributory elements are the farm house and associated fabric from the Edwardian-era 
and cited trees.
- to further inspect the property and demarcate significant fabric;
- to conserve and enhance these contributory elements where enhancement would include 
replacement of any known missing original components in the building or setting;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of these contributory elements;
- to ensure that new structures within the property are visually recessive and related to the existing 
building in terms of form, size, materials and placement but expressed as a separate identifiable 
entity; 
- to maintain the place's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further historical 
findings;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the property, followed by the 
creation of an incorporated plan for the management of the property in the planning scheme.
.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler, Francine Gilfedder

External Paint Controls Apply? Yes

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? Yes
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Name of place Somerville Fruitgrowers'  Horticultural & Agricultural 
Association reserve, former scout hall & Somerville Coop 
Cool Store P/L machinery collection
138

Other Names
Addres Jones Road

Somerville

Map (Melway) 107E12

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Shire

Creation date(s): 1912-,1933

328

Site Type: Orchard packing shed/cool store

Description:

The reserve is now an open grassed area with adjoining car park next to the 
hall. The trees mentioned in the history are no longer apparent. 
The Somerville Coop Cool Store P/L farm machinery collection is housed in a 
recently built shed on the south of the car park. The scout hall (1933) is a hipped 
roof weatherboard shelter is on the west side of the car park: it holds the sign 
board stating `Fruitgrower's Reserve'.

Description

Condition
Externally, fair (disturbed, reasonably preserved).

External Integrity
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History
Somerville Fruitgrowers' Horticultural & Agricultural  Association was formed in 
1892 and organised their first Fruit Show in 1895. The first show took place in 
the Mechanics Institute and the day was declared a public holiday in the Shires 
of Frankston and Hastings and Mornington. In 1898 an additional shed was built 
behind the Mechanics Institute to cater for the growing size of the event. Yet 
another shed was built the following year. The show was reputed to be the 
largest of its kind in Australia { Barnard, 2000}.

In 1908 Thomas Thornell, John Brunning and William Henry Shepherd, on behalf 
of the association, leased 6 acres on Jones Road (near the Mechanics Institute) 
from Henry Gomm for use as a show ground. The land became known as 
Fruitgrowers Reserve. Four years later, the association purchased the land from 
Mr Gomm, having used public donations and fundraising by the Ladies Guild to 
raise £400 for the site and enough money to erect a horticultural hall in 1924, 
approximately where today's playground is. This hall, shaped like a simple 
basilica and clad with corrugated iron,  was burned down in the 1944 bushfires. 
A welcome arch, `adorned with real apples and pears', is depicted over the 
gateway to the reserve in 1911, showing a picketed enclosing fence and timber 
gates { Shaw: 107-}.

The Somerville show inspired four municipalities to proclaim a public holiday and 
special trains were run from Melbourne for the event { Shaw, 2001}.

The shows were discontinued after World War Two began in 1939. The 
showgrounds, however, remain as Fruitgrowers Reserve.  Monterey pines and 
(Lambert) cypress were planted there in 1913 and, again, in 1928 { Barnard, 
2000}. TW Brunning donated these Monterey pines and planted them around the 
reserve in 1928. The Royal Botanic Gardens  provide more plants in 1935. The 
former scout hall was built in 1933 at the south-east corner of the reserve near 
Jones Road  but was later moved to its present site.  The current scout hall is in 
Clarinda Street { Shaw, 2001}.

The 1957 aerial images of this area show orchard planting close to the reserve.

Other shows

History and themes

Externally, partially intact/intrusions. The reserve itself remains as open ground, as does the adjoining hall.

Context
Set on the edge of the hall and the roadway at the end of a row of mixed commercial buildings extending down Station St 
to the north. Major new structures are evident on the west.
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The Red Hill and District Agricultural and Horticultural Society and Red Hill Fruit 
Grower's Association were formed in 1920.  Two or three years earlier, 6 acres 
of land were purchased from the Arkwell family to serve as showgrounds and a 
recreation reserve. Local people cleared and levelled the land .The recreation 
grounds were dedicated to the memory of local men who had served in World 
War Two.  The first Red Hill Show took place in the Cool Store in 1922. The 
pavilion at the showgrounds was erected with the proceeds of the first few 
shows. The show was suspended during World War Two, but recommenced in 
1947 and continues to the present day.   The Red Hill Showgrounds are also the 
site for the famous Red Hill Market, which was first held in 1976.   The market, 
which is held on the first Saturday of the month between September and May, 
limits its stallholders to selling only goods that are home grown or home-made. It 
was the forerunner of many of the markets that are now held in Victoria. 
Tyabb and Hastings Fruit Growers' Association also held annual shows around 
the turn of the century. The first show was held in the Tyabb Public Hall.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Engaging in primary production

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Fruit growing

Associations: Gomm, Henry Somerville 
Fruitgrowers & 
Horticultural Assoc.

Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme orchards and coolstores

Other PAHT Subtheme:

Statement of Significance:
Somerville Fruitgrowers'  Horticultural & Agricultural  Association reserve is 
significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire because: 
- it symbolises, as an open public reserve, the many agricultural shows and other 

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Social significance

A.4

G.1
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public events which have been held there as the fruit growing and farming focus 
of public life in Somerville and district (Criterion A4, G1);
- it symbolises the  Fruit Shows which were held there, once regarded as the 
largest events of their type in Australia (Criterion A4).
- it has been the focus of local history publications such as `The Way We Were' 
(Criterion G.1); 

The scout hall is significant to the locality because: 
- of its relative age as a scout building and its location, being one of the two 
remaining early public buildings attached to this reserve (Criterion A4).

Documentation

Tree Controls Apply?: -

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended (local policy)

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate No

National Trust Register? Recommended

Recommendations

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the main element is the reserve and the open grassed area it implies and a secondary element is 
the scout hall.

- to conserve and enhance the reserve and its setting where enhancement would include 
replacement of any known missing original components in the building or landscape setting such as 
the fence and gates of 1911 or the perimeter tree rows to screen unrelated encroaching 
development;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of the reserve;
- to ensure that publicly visible new structures in the reserve and near the hall  are visually 
recessive and related in terms of form, size, materials and placement but are distinguishable on 
close inspection from the original elements; 
- to maintain the  reserve's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further 
historical findings;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the   reserve, followed by the
creation of an incorporated plan for better management in the planning scheme.

Council already exerts management control over this place: a local policy should be included in the 
planning scheme which encompasses the above objectives to guide future management.

External Paint Controls Apply? -

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? -

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? -

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? -
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References
Barnard, 2000, Hastings District Heritage Study Stage 2 Environmental History;
L Shaw Comments Sheet Feb 1999;
Shaw, Leila 1998 `The Way We Were': 106-;
Shaw, Leila  notes on draft 1999, 2001.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler, Francine Gilfedder
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Name of place Soldiers Memorial
154

Other Names Somerville War Memorial

Addres Jones Road
Somerville

Map (Melway) 148 E1

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Regional

Creation date(s): 1923-

off

Site Type: Memorial, war

Description:

Sited in the intersection of Jones Road and Clarinda St, this memorial has been 
constructed in a combination of stones ( basalt base, sandstone, polished 
granite, and marble) with an unusual drinking fountain attached.  Rough granite 
posts and draped chains surround the monument which has a distinctive electric 
light, with metal mounting, to the top of the shaft (damaged). The names of 
those who served in WW1 are on the shaft along with later inscriptions 
concerning other conflicts.

It was relocated from the intersection of Eramosa Road and Frankston Flinders 
Road. It was once associated with a plane tree avenue of honour in  Eramosa 
Road & Station St,  since also removed.

Description
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History
This war memorial was  in the main Somerville thoroughfare when it was 
unveiled 4 November 1923: it was shifted to its present site to avoid traffic 
congestion. It was created as a memorial to the World War One servicemen and 
was the companion to an avenue of plane trees planted either side of Eramosa 
Road and Station St by the local school committee. These trees were planted on 
Arbor Day 1917, each with a plaque baring the name of the war dead { Shaw: 
212}. The trees have since been cut down and the plaques mislaid { Shaw: 212}.

The `Frankston & Somerville Standard' reported the unveiling of the memorial 
drinking fountain,  performed by the Hon. LE Groom, Federal Attorney General, 
and watched by some 400-500 persons. Cr Charles Jones was the Shire 
President and George Shepherd was the president of the memorial committee. 
Mr Gilmour had designed the monument, William Train & Co had created it led 
by a Mr Kerr, and Lt Col. Lazarus, the shire engineer, had supervised its 
construction. It held some 72 names of returned `diggers' and 10 who had not 
returned. Speeches alluded to the debt held by the community to those who had 
served as well as the plight of retuned servicemen who found it difficult to re-
establish themselves in society. The highway site provided by the Council was 
noted for its prominence as the `pick of the town' and suitability as a reminder 
which would never fade in the public eye.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Providing for the common defence

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Remembering the fallen

History and themes

Associations: Frankston & Hastings 
Shire

Significance

Gilmour, Mr

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme

Other PAHT Subtheme:

Condition
Externally, excellent (undisturbed, well-preserved).

External Integrity
Externally, intact/minimal intrusions.

Context
Set in a suburban street on a grassed median.
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Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

Statement of Significance:
The Soldiers Memorial at Somerville is significant to the Mornington Peninsula 
Region because:
- it is an illustration of the skill of the stone mason and its design is more detailed 
than any other in the Mornington Peninsula region ( Criterion F1);
- it is a memorial to the local men who served in WW1 and is thus closely 
associated with the strong public feeling which surrounded the planning and 
execution of these memorials in the 1920s ( Criterion A4, G1);
- it is a focus for the memory of other local service personnel who served in later 
conflicts ( Criterion G1).

Tree Controls Apply?: No

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate Recommended

National Trust Register? Recommended

Recommendations

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the main contributory elements are the memorial and fence and associated fabric from the 
construction dates.
- to conserve and enhance these contributory elements where enhancement would include 
replacement of any known missing original components in the building or setting (for example light 
fitting at the top of the shaft);
- to conserve and enhance the public view of these contributory elements;
- to ensure that new structures within the property are visually recessive and related to the existing 
building in terms of form, size, materials and placement but expressed as a separate identifiable 
entity; 
- to maintain the place's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further historical 
findings;

External Paint Controls Apply? Yes

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? Yes

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? No

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Social significance

Design or technological achievement

A.4

G.1

F.1
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References
Shaw, Leila 1998. `The Way We Were': 211-12 open 4.11.23
`Frankston & Somerville Standard' -9/11/23 local newspaper account

Documentation

- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the memorial, followed by 
the creation of an incorporated plan for the management of the property in the planning scheme.
.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler, Francine Gilfedder
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Name of place Newstead complex, trees
18

Other Names Newstead Gardens

Addres Kentucky Road
Merricks North

Map (Melway) 192C1

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Shire

Creation date(s): 1870c, 1897

 12

Site Type: Farm house

Description:

This farm house complex was once entered by the stone pine drive off Merricks 
Road (92) and later from the eastern section of Kentucky Rd. 

The house was pictured in `Balnarring Byways and Memories' as a twin gabled 
weatherboard structure with skillion form timber framed verandah, rear skillion, 
at least 3 brick chimneys and a corrugated iron clad roof. Apparently this section 
was built in c1897 as a major addition on the south to the existing two-room 
wattle and daub verandahed cottage, built after selection. 

This earlier wing is also pictured in `Balnarring Byways and Memories' as a 
symmetrically arranged hipped roof cottage with a timber framed verandah, 

Description
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History

History and themes

smooth stuccoed walls, six-light double hung sash windows set either side of a 
cental door, and corrugated iron roof cladding.

Today the complex includes the early two-room wattle & daub wing facing north, 
with a rebuilt skillion-form return verandah attached, supported on stop-
chamfered timber posts. The door is a typical 4-panel Victorian-era type, with 
added glazed top panels. Inside, the floor boards to the eastern room resemble 
blackwood, possibly in a butt-jointed form, but the rest of the Victorian-era 
section is the typical T&G jointed pine boarding. The ceilings are boarded and 
the walls plastered. One of the windows on the 1890s wing has been shifted to 
the west side of this wing.

The weatherboard-clad hipped roof 1890s wing extends to the south of the 
wattle & daub section  but has itself been recently (1997) extended in a similar 
form to the south. This has meant removal of the double gable seen on the 
above illustration. This Victorian-era wing is simply treated, with lathe and 
plaster walls and boarded ceilings internally.

Mature exotic planting near the house include a horse chestnut (`Aesculus 
hippocastanum') to the north-east of the front early wing's verandah. To the west 
and east of the 1890s block are lily-of-the-valley trees  (`Clethra arborea'). A 
mature  white `Datura' specimen  is in a garden specimen to the west and a 
yellow flowering example is to the east. 

A view published in `No Rugged Landscape' shows `cork elms' at Newstead  { 
Karney: 51}.  These (resembling elms) are assumed to be located as a row of 
seven north of the house yard in the adjoining property (92 Merricks Road). An 
early dam is thought to exist in the south-west corner of the property along with 
a semi-mature elm along the existing drive.

Mature trees related to the construction period of the building aid in the period 
expression and cultural significance of the place as indicators of age and period.

Condition
Generally good.

External Integrity
Each wing has fair to good external integrity.

Context
Set on a hillside in undulating agricultural land, with mature Monterey pines rows on boundaries and remnant swamp 
paper bark in the gullies.
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Historical background 

`From the late 1850s, a series of Government Acts encouraged closer settlement 
on Victorian land than the pastoral leases had allowed. The first attempt to sell 
small blocks suitable for agriculture occurred in 1857, when about 2 million acres 
of land in Victoria were made available. In the 1860s a series of Land Acts, 
better known as Selection Acts, continued this attempt to 'unlock the land' and 
allow small scale farmers a chance to make a living. In the study area, it was 
selection, more than squatting, which established the pattern of rural land use. 
Being close to the city of Melbourne, the blocks in the parishes of Tyabb, Bittern 
and Balnarring were subdivided into relatively small blocks for purchase and 
there were few pre-emptive rights to break up this pattern { Barnard, 2000}. 

Specific History
 
John Oswin also selected land on what is now Merricks Road in 1865. In 1870 
he built a wattle and daub home with a shingle roof apparently as a marital home 
(he married Georgina Mills 1870), to which he added a major timber extension in 
1897. This house, Newstead , is also still standing.   John Oswin bred sheep and 
horses on his property, as well as establishing an orchard { Barnard, 2000}. 

Rate records start at 1869 listing Oswin, a grazier,  as `house and land' on 373 
acres (lots of 94 and 279). Later descriptions are of a 2 room house and out 
offices, with 280 acres freehold and 84 still on leasehold from the Crown as part 
of a selection process { RB1875-6}. Oswin was granted freehold to CA55b in 
1872 {VTO}. The other Oswin freeholds in the parish was the adjoining lot 55a of 
CS22 in 1874. 

By the late 1870s he had a total of 537 acres, all freehold. It must have been in 
the 1880s that a newspaper account applauded John Oswin's success, among 
other things, as the `best judge of horseflesh in the Peninsula' as well as a 
breeder of horses and sheep. He also had a newly planted orchard of 
`Jonathans and Five-Crown' apples { Karney 1995: 29}. Another tale was told in 
`Victoria & Its Metropolis' of his past as a native of Leicester who had arrived 
here with his parents in 1845. A year after he claimed that he had stood with 
John Pasco Fawkner at the laying of the foundation stone of the old Princes 
Bridge. He and his parents had occupied the future site of the Windsor Hotel in 
Spring St for a time before moving out to Kew. He told of his 1000 acre 
acquisition at Balnarring and his subsequent term on the local Council, after a 
similar Councillor term when living at Kew { Sutherland, 1888: 397}. 

His holding had indeed increased to 948 acres by the mid 1880s but during the 
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difficult period of the late 1890s he appears to have sold land. His property was 
548 acres (CAs 55A,B, CA 35, CA107) by c1905 { RB 1885-6, RB 1905-6} and 
within a few years Oswin had died (5 November 1909) and his estate was 
handled by agents Lawson & Jardine of William St Melbourne. His executors 
were William Oswin of Newlyn (manager) and George T Allnutt of Cheltenham 
(market gardener). They transferred the property to the beneficiaries which 
included William, Florence, Fanny, Ethel, Edith and Nellie Oswin, in 1912 {VTO}. 
The next major owner was Cecil  Frederick Eeles, a farmer.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Engaging in primary production

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Unspecified primary industry

Associations: John Oswin Oswin family

Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme

Other PAHT Subtheme: Creating private landscape

Statement of Significance:
Newstead complex, trees is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire 
because:
- the built stages of the house complex express the initial stages of land selection 
in the Shire during the 1870s, the growth during the boom of the 1880s with 
introduction of orcharding, the bust of the 1890s and recovery in the Federation 
era, all relevant historic themes within the Shire (Criterion A4);
- the house complex and mature planting are associated closely with the 
pioneering Oswin family who have been popularised in a number of local history 
publications (see The Oswins, in `Balnarring Byways and Memories', and Mary 
Karney in `No rugged landscape'  about the Oswin family) ( Criterion G1); 
- the house complex and mature planting are associated closely with John Oswin 
who served as the local community's municipal representative in the Victorian-
era  (Criterion H1); and

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Social significance

A.4

G.1
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- the house complex and mature planting are associated with the notable and 
rare stone pine drive and other fine tree stands at the adjoining 92 Merricks Rd, 
as part of the original Oswin property planting (Criterion B2).

References
Balnarring & District Historical Society (B&DHS)  notes provided to Shire Feb 1999;
Mary Karney, 1995 The Oswins, in `Balnarring Byways and Memories':28-
M Karney, `No rugged landscape'  Oswin family 183-, 51 picture of `cork elms' -cork oaks? which 
are rare as a type;
M Karney Comments Sheet provided to Shire Feb 1999;
Balnarring parish plan CA35A,B;
Barnard, 1999, Hastings District Heritage Study Stage One Environmental History: 10
Bennett, B 2000 `All Our Somers' : 51
WD1899-1900: 654 Eeles listings - no Cecil but farmers, fruiterers
Municipal Rate Books (RB) Flinders Shire East Riding;
Sutherland, 1888. `Victoria & Its Metropolis'

Documentation

Tree Controls Apply?: Yes

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate No

National Trust Register? Recommended

Recommendations

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the main contributory elements are the farm house wings, mature planting and associated fabric 
from the Victorian-era and John Oswin family occupation.
- to conserve and enhance these contributory elements where enhancement would include 
replacement of any known missing original components in the building or setting;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of these contributory elements;
- to ensure that new structures within the property are visually recessive and related to the existing 
building in terms of form, size, materials, type and placement but expressed as a separate 
identifiable entity; 
- to maintain the place's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further historical 
findings;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the property, followed by the 
creation of an incorporated plan for the management of the property in the planning scheme.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler, Francine Gilfedder

External Paint Controls Apply? Yes

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? Yes

275 of 529Graeme Butler & Associates, 2001 Volume 1:  Appendix 1:



Hastings District Heritage Places

276 of 529Graeme Butler & Associates, 2001 Volume 1:  Appendix 1:



Hastings District Heritage Places

Name of place Holy Trinity Anglican Church complex
300

Other Names Holy Trinity Church of England complex

Addres King Street
Hastings

Map (Melway) 154J10

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Shire

Creation date(s): 1884-95 (hall

 62-7

Site Type: Church

Description:

The complex is at the north west corner of King and Church Streets and 
includes:
- the (c1884-95) gabled weatherboard parish hall at the rear of the current 
church, with its distinctive serrated timber barge boards with dog-tooth detailing 
overlaid, and possibly some of the 1884 church nave;  
- the gabled cream brick 1962 church with Frank Lloyd Wright inspired chevron 
patterns to the window mullions and glazing in the gable end, similar distinctive 
glazing to windows in the side of the building, a slim angled concrete porch 
canopy, more diamond and chevron patterns in the entry door and associated 
glazed screens;
- the angled cream brick flat-roof bell tower, designed along rectilinear Modern 

Description

277 of 529Graeme Butler & Associates, 2001 Volume 1:  Appendix 1:



Hastings District Heritage Places

History
Background History 
`Places of worship, like schools, were important focal points for early 
communities and many small groups of settlers met in private homes or school 
buildings, or shared halls between denominations in order to have somewhere to 
share their faith. Building churches often represented an enormous community 
effort, as well as providing places that were important to several generations as 
places of communion. Given the small scale of several of the communities in the 
study area, there were many churches built in the nineteenth and twentieth 
centuries. Valda Cole has outlined the history of many of these churches in 
`Western Port Pioneers and Preachers'. Early congregations sometimes 
managed to be granted reserves on which to build their churches. Others relied 
on gifts of land from local parishioners or had to purchase the blocks on which 
they built them. As the communities and populations of the study area have 
evolved and changed, so have their places of worship. While some early church 
buildings have closed, been moved, or turned to other purposes, new buildings 
have been constructed and old ones added to. Some of the new churches 
represent shifts in the kinds of congregations resident in the study area { 
Barnard, 2000}. 

Specific History 
`Four years after the Township of Tyabb was surveyed in 1861, the Church of 
England received a Crown grant. Cox's 1865 survey of Western Port shows the 

History and themes

lines, but with a matching chevron patterned concrete grille at the top where the 
bells hung;
- the discreetly placed new Modernist  cream brick residence of c1975 extending 
from the corner of the tower west along the north of the church yard;
- the 1933 rear or of the church, now swamped by the 1962 wing
- the now separate verandahed Victorian-era Italianate weatherboard villa north 
of the church at 72 King St with its cemented chimneys, projecting front room 
bay and pseudo ashlar timber block façade facing but no verandah frieze;

Planting in the church yard includes gums, Italian cypress, pink hawthorn, and 
ash.

Condition
Good (partially disturbed, well preserved).

External Integrity
Substantially intact/some intrusions.

Context
Set in a suburban domain at a major corner and distinctive because of its scale, design and the age of its components.
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position of the building that settlers erected in 'Old Tyabb'. This church also 
served as a school. In 1882 the site was sold and a new site purchased in 
Hastings, the present site of Holy Trinity Anglican Church. Church of England 
and Presbyterian congregations worked together to raise money to build this 
church, which was opened in December 1884.  In 1933 a new chancel and 
sanctuary were added to the church and the original nave was moved to form 
part of the parish hall in 962 when a new brick nave was built. In recent years the 
old Parish Hall has been removed from the site. Extensions on the northern side 
of Holy Trinity, and modifications to the Louis Williams sanctuary are due to be 
opened in 1999 { Barnard, 2000}.

A foundation stone laid rear of current church (sanctuary) by Frederick W Head, 
Archbishop of Melbourne,  Jan 7 1933, cites Louis Williams as the architect, and 
the Rev CV Coates, as the vicar.   The later front section of the current church 
was designed in 1962 by  Wyston Widdows & David Caldwell who are 
associated with another Frank Lloyd Wright influenced church at Langwarrin { 
Cole}.

A local press noted in 1933 the rebuilding by contractor, AL Ackland, of the nave 
in brick to hold 50 more worshippers to the design of architect Louis R Williams. 
The local clergyman, Rev CB Cotes, had carried on the work of his predecessor 
in advancing the project and Archbishop Head had attended the ceremony. At 
the time a Jubilee Souvenir was produced which provided some further data on 
the complex. The parish hall was pictured then as a gabled timber hall at the rear 
of the new brick chancel and sanctuary and the 1884 timber church which 
formed the nave. It was stated that the Sunday School had been built in 1895 
and that the adjoining residence had been rented for the clergy but had finally 
been acquired in the time of the Rev Swan  1902-7 { Cole}.

Vicarage
The vicarage or parsonage at 66 King Street, was built on part of Peddle's 
CA3/93 in 1892 and attracted the local press who noted how imposing and large 
the residence was for a young bachelor. While still used to house clergy Peddle 
sold the house to Charles Wright in 1896. Wright died in 1903 and the church 
acquired it in 1905 in the time of the Rev JG Swan. A further 21 clergy lived there 
until its sale in 1972 which yielded money for a new vicarage { Cole: 89-90}.  
Valda Cole recalled in the 1970s how the slate roof had been replaced with 
corrugated iron and the lacework on the verandah removed. With them had gone 
Mrs Swan's  Cape Gooseberry hedge, her kitchen garden and the orchard with 
its Napoleon pear, peach and apricot trees.

Associations: Church of England Williams, Louis R (193
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Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Forming associations

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Making places for worship

Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme Worshipping - establishment of local churches and 
congregations

Other PAHT Subtheme:

Statement of Significance:
Holy Trinity Anglican Church complex (church, hall and former vicarage) is 
significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire because:
- of its long history and association with the Church of England in the Shire, as a 
centre of worship for a network of smaller churches across the eastern part of the 
Shire (Criterion A4, G1);
- the 1962 church wings, glazing and bell tower are good examples of the 
influence of the nationally renowned Frank Lloyd Wright as interpreted by local 
architects, Widdows and Caldwell, and paralleled by the work of noted architects 
Chancellor & Patrick as propagators of a distinctive `Peninsula Style' (Criterion 
F1);
- of the age and associations possessed by the former vicarage which although 
changed in detail  is still evident as one of the town's oldest houses; and
- of the former vicarage's  proximity to the church which underscores its long 
religious association and the close links with resident clergy yin the town as a 
form of social centre.

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate No

National Trust Register? Recommended

Recommendations

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Design or technological achievement

Social significance

A.4

F.1

G.1
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References
Barnard, 1999, Hastings District Heritage Study Stage One Environmental History:56;
Cole, Valda March 1999:7 
Cole, Verandah. 1975 `Western Port Pioneers and Preachers': 63-, 70, 235
`The Standard' (local paper)  Jan 7 1933

Documentation

Tree Controls Apply?: No

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the contributory elements include the church, hall, former vicarage, and bell tower- with emphasis 
on fabric associated with the construction dates of each of these elements:

- to conserve and enhance these elements where enhancement would include replacement of any 
known missing original components in the building or setting;
- to conserve and enhance the visual relationship between any contributory elements at the place;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of these contributory elements;
- to ensure that new structures or planting within the place are visually recessive and related in 
terms of form, size, materials and placement; 
- to maintain the place's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further historical 
findings;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the memorial, followed by 
the creation of an incorporated plan for the management of the property in the planning scheme.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler, Francine Gilfedder

External Paint Controls Apply? No

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? Yes

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? Yes
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Name of place Mundowie,  trees
422

Other Names James Wilson farm

Addres Loders Road
Moorooduc

Map (Melway) 146K10

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Shire

Creation date(s): 1921

 71

Site Type: Orchard house

Description:

This is an attic style, weatherboard Federation Bungalow style farm house, with 
Marseilles pattern terra-cotta roof tiles, an unusual verandah and remnant front 
fence pickets. Details include slatted balustrading and shingling to gables and 
the verandah.

The house environs include tall and mature Monterey cypress rows, a nut tree, 
out-buildings, and a mature flowering gum. Mature trees related to the 
construction period of the building aid in the period expression and cultural 
significance of the place as indicators of age and period.

Description

Condition
Externally, fair (disturbed, reasonably preserved).
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History
James Wilson was the first owner of this house on 60 acres, part CA 17B Bittern 
parish. He had purchased the land and a shed from James Currie about 1916 
but waited 5 years during WW1 before building the house.  Jesse Sawyer had 
built the shed when he owned the allotment as an orchard in the early 19th 
century.

In the late 1930s Wilson sold to Gertrude Wiadrowski who in turn sold it to a Mrs 
Harriett Taylor c/o GW Bruce, Collins St, Melbourne in the late 1940s { RB}.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Engaging in primary production

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Fruit growing

History and themes

Associations: James Wilson Gertrude Wiadrowski

Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme orchards and coolstores

Other PAHT Subtheme: Developing farms

Statement of Significance:
The James Wilson farm complex and mature trees are significant to the 
Mornington Peninsula Shire because:
- the design and two-storey scale of the house are unusual and distinctive within 
the Shire ( Criterion F1, B2); 
- the good state of preservation of the house exterior and its mature landscape 

External Integrity
Externally, substantially intact/some intrusions.

Context
The house and farm are near the proposed freeway path and in an area of high landscape amenity.

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Good example of type

Design or technological achievement

Rarity or distinction among a comparable group

Association with important events or historical themes

D.2

F.1

B.2

A.4
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setting provides a strong expression of the building type, a farm house built 
immediately after WW!, within the Hastings district ( Criterion A4, D2).

References
Municipal Rate Book (RB) 
Parish Plan;
Death Index Victoria: A Charles A Wilson died at Moorooduc 1962 aged 75: he was the son of 
George Charles & Sarah (nee Burn) Wilson.

Documentation

Tree Controls Apply?: Yes

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate No

National Trust Register? Recommended

Recommendations

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the main contributory elements are the farm house and associated fabric from the 1920s and cited 
trees.
- to conserve and enhance these contributory elements where enhancement would include 
replacement of any known missing original components in the building or setting;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of these contributory elements;
- to ensure that new structures within the property are visually recessive and related to the existing 
building in terms of form, size, materials and placement but expressed as a separate identifiable 
entity; 
- to maintain the place's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further historical 
findings;
- to further inspect the property and demarcate significant fabric;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the property, followed by the 
creation of an incorporated plan for the management of the property in the planning scheme.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler, Francine Gilfedder

External Paint Controls Apply? Yes

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? Yes

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? Yes
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Name of place Coolart wild life reserve & lagoon
169

Other Names
Addres Lord Somers Road

Somers

Map (Melway) 193J9

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Regional

Creation date(s): 1939-

 36-4

Site Type: Natural conservation areas

Description:

This is an early privately owned wild life reserve of the Southern Lowlands 
character type set on the Merricks Creek and facing Western Port Bay.  Part of 
the area, south of Merricks Creek,  has always remained close to its condition at 
contact and the other section, north of the Merricks Creek, has reverted to what 
may appear to be a natural state in part, with the colonisation by swamp 
paperbarks of the former coast banksia forest and tea-tree scrub areas. Swampy 
areas have been systematically drained to reclaim land for farming in 
Gippsland,  once occurring over vast areas such as the Koo-wee-rup Swamp as 
well as smaller local coastal areas such as the Tyabb Waterholes and remnant 
stream beds (see off Kentucky Rd). The remnants of a timber bridge are next to 
the new bridge over the Merricks Creek. Although largely secondary native 

Description
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History
Long before there was international recognition of bird habitats at Western Port 
Bay, Tom Luxton, owner of Coolart  from 1937 till 1968, had his property 
declared a sanctuary for native wildlife in 1937. In 1939 Luxton set about 
creating the 12 acre Coolart lagoon, which served as a refuge for native birds, 
planting many gums, exotics such as the willows and Louisiana swamp cypress 
around the lagoon,  and creating sanctuary islands in the middle of the lagoon. 
The lagoon had been a clay pit which produced the bricks for the early 
homestead buildings. 

When the Luxton family subdivided and sold the property in 1977 the Victorian 
Government bought the central 220 acres as a conservation reserve. In March 
1996 Melbourne Parks and Waterways (now Parks Victoria) took over the 
property and its name was changed to Coolart Wetlands and Homestead { 
Barnard, 2000}.

Plans from the late Victorian-era show the area cultivated in part as part of 
Coolart.  The coastal strip is shown as undisturbed with some indigenous 
vegetation fringes on the north of the Merricks Creek { Bennett: 39}. Aerial views 
from the inter-war period show the land north of the Merricks Creek as cultivated 
pasture, with some native growth to the south of the creek. Winty Calder noted 
this strip as at the start of the Sandy Point area a one of the remaining natural 
vegetation areas on the peninsula.

History and themes

growth, this area provides an insight into the vegetation in the general area 
when white settlement commenced as well as a habitat for a wide variety of bird 
life. It also provides a stark contrast to the adjoining peninsula landscape to the 
west which has been reshaped for farming or urban development.

There is also the 1939 Luxton 12 acre Coolart lagoon. It served as a refuge for 
native birds, with gum plantings, and exotics such as the willows and Louisiana 
swamp cypress around the edge,  and sanctuary islands in the middle of the 
lagoon. The lagoon had been a clay pit which produced the bricks for the early 
homestead buildings.

Condition
Good (partially disturbed, well preserved).

External Integrity
Substantially intact/some built intrusions.

Context
A continuum of the Western Port Bay coastal strip, providing with the Cerberus base, one of the best indications of 
indigenous flora and fauna.
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Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Tracing the evolution of a continent’s special environments

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Appreciating the natural wonders 
of Australia

Associations: Tom Luxton Victorian Government

Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme Establishing sanctuaries for native flora

Other PAHT Subtheme:

Statement of Significance:
The Coolart wild life reserve & lagoon is significant to the Mornington Peninsula 
Region because:
- it provides, in part (coast), a publicly accessible indication of the landscape 
character of the Peninsula and Western Port Bay at the advent of white 
settlement and during the occupation by the Bunurong (Criterion A4, C2);
- it provides, in part (lake), an insight into the concept of wild life reserves in the 
1930s as mixed flora and fauna collections as distinct from perceived indigenous 
varieties (Criterion A4);
-it has associations with Thomas Loxton who was noted as a businessman but 
also displayed a great enthusiasm for what he perceived as the wild environs to 
his highly cultivated Coolart house block (Criterion H1).

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended

Heritage Victoria Register? Recommended

Register of the National Estate Recommended

National Trust Register? Recorded L131

Recommendations

External Paint Controls Apply? No

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Association with important person or group

Good example of type

Research potential or of scientific interest

A.4

H.1

D.2

C.2
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References
National Trust of Australia : 114, National Trust of Australia (Vic) recorded;
Barnard, 1999, Hastings District Heritage Study Stage One Environmental History: 5, 17 cites   
'Coolart Visitors' Guide', quoted in Thompson, Doug, 1998 `From Conflict to Reform': 25-26;
Bennett, B. 2000 `All Our Somers'.

Documentation

Tree Controls Apply?: Yes

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the main contributory elements are indigenous landscape, structures and trees introduced and 
those existing around the lagoon and Merricks Creek from the Loxton period.
- to conserve and enhance these contributory elements where enhancement would include 
replacement of any known missing original components;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of these contributory elements;
- to ensure that new structures within the property are concealed or visually recessive; 
- to maintain the place's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further historical 
findings;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for this part of the property, 
followed by the creation of an incorporated plan for the management of the property in the planning 
scheme.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? No
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Name of place Number One Initial Training Camp for the Royal 
Australian Air Force (RAAF)
457

Other Names Immigrant hostel, Children's School Camp

Addres Lord Somers Road
Somers

Map (Melway) 193H9

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Regional

Creation date(s): 1939-43, 195

124

Site Type: Youth holiday camp

Description:

The significant part of this complex consists of the gabled WW2 era corrugated 
iron clad ex RAAF dormitory huts with associated ablution, mess and recreation 
halls and remnant parade grounds. The remaining huts are still set out in a grid 
layout, typical of the many former military camps used for post war immigration. 
Openings are typically timber framed.

In 1946 a plan of the camp shows a four-sided (half octagon) layout with over 
120 huts set in rows parallel to each side, linked by main and intermediate 
roadways. A parade ground adjoined on the south-west faced by communal 
buildings. There were tennis courts on the north and a small group of 30 

Description
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History
In 1939, at the beginning of World War Two, the Commonwealth Government 
acquired seven acres from the Lord Somers Camp and eighty-five from Coolart 
to establish the No.1 Initial RAAF Training School. After the end of the war., in 
1946, most of the land was handed back to Lord Somers Camp and the Luxton 
family { Barnard, 2000}. After the first intake in 1940, the camp averaged 300 
airmen trainees and 117 WAAFs passing through per month, totalling 12984 
airmen and 1271 WAAF recruits { Bennett: 150}. Two Queensland kauri trees 
were planted at the gate to mark the opening. The block opposite the gate was 
used as a parade ground. Officers used the Lord Somers Camp.

A private company developed the camp for `Feature Holidays Somers by the 
Sea' accommodation from 1946, modelled on the English Butlin camps. They 
used or adapted the existing huts and mess halls, renamed as lodges, with the 
Theatrette, Center Lodge & Lounge, Blue Room Lounge, Dining Hall and 
Children's Playroom, among the communal structures. There were also many 
new recreational facilities, added landscape and tennis courts occupied the 
parade ground. Stables were built for horse riding, the horses coming from 
Oswin's tables at Mt Eliza. The cost was some £130,000 and the transformation 
complete by Christmas 1948 { Bennett: 158-61}. 

History and themes

prefabricated huts and a gas chamber east of them. A sentry post was placed at 
the camp entrance in what was then called Coolart Road (Lord Somers Rd).  In 
1942 a jetty was created to carry camp sewerage into the bay but this was 
dilapidated by the 1960s { Bennett: 152-5}. The 1957 aerial view shows the 
camp near intact, as 1946.

There are also and many new structures such as the recent architect designed 
wing near Coolart on the west (Somers Children's School Camp). 

Landscape includes flowering gums, Monterey pines rows, and spotted gum 
rows. Mature trees related to the construction period of the building aid in the 
period expression and cultural significance of the place as indicators of age and 
period.

Condition
Externally, good (partially disturbed, well preserved).

External Integrity
Externally, partially intact/intrusions.

Context
Part of the precinct containing the related Lord Somers Camp and Coolart complex, all linked by historical themes, as 
well as proximity.
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After the camp's limited success over two seasons, the twenty-two remaining 
acres of the RAAF site were repurchased in 1949 by the Commonwealth 
Government as a reception centre for post-war European migrants. Up to 1300 
mainly European immigrants were housed there and a government school was 
et up on the grounds in former military huts.

In the late 1950s the site was redeveloped by the Victorian Education 
Department as the Children's School Camp, Somers. Many of the buildings used 
in the Children's' School camp are still those left by the RAAF after World War 
Two. Some new facilities have been added, however { Barnard, 2000}.

The Victorian Education Department's children's school camp is located between 
the Lord Somers Camp and 'Coolart'. It was officially declared open in 1959. 
Initially, many of the RAAF buildings that had been constructed on the site during 
the Second World War, were used as camp accommodation. In the 1970s some 
of these buildings were replaced with refurbished accommodation, but some 
remain on the site { Barnard, 2000}.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Organising recreation

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Recreating in the outdoors

Associations: Australian Government

Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme

Other PAHT Subtheme:

Statement of Significance:
Number One Initial Training Camp for the Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF), 
later Immigrant Hostel and Children's School Camp, is significant to the 
Mornington Peninsula region because:

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Social significance

A.4

G.1
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- it was the major training facility for the air force during WW2 and thus, as a 
companion to the nearby Flinders Naval depot, and other WW2 miliary camps on 
the west of the peninsula,  part of the most strategic WW2 miliary training area in 
the State (Criterion A4);
- the camp has provided the first point of contact in the State for many immigrants 
immediately after WW2 (Criterion A4);
- it has been a holiday destination for both the immediate post WW2 population in 
Victoria and the State's school children (Criterion A4, G1) ;
-it has been the subject of local published histories, remembering the effect of 
these large influxes into the local Somers community (Criterion G1) .

References
Balnarring & District Historical Society (BHS) `Balnarring Byways and Memories' (1996): 46-
Barnard, 1999, Hastings District Heritage Study Stage One Environmental History: 11, 48, 53 cites  
Terry Green, 1996. Children's School Camp, Somers, `Balnarring Byways and Memories', Vol. 2: 
47;

Documentation

Tree Controls Apply?: Yes

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate Recommended

National Trust Register? Recommended

Recommendations

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the main contributory elements are those buildings, trees and hard landscape from the WW2 period.
- to conserve and enhance these contributory elements where enhancement would include 
replacement of any known missing original components in the buildings or their setting;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of these contributory elements;
- to ensure that new structures within the property are visually recessive and related to the existing 
building in terms of form, size, materials and placement but expressed as a separate identifiable 
entity; 
- to maintain the place's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further historical 
findings;
- to further inspect the property and demarcate significant fabric;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the property, followed by the 
creation of an incorporated plan for the management of the property in the planning scheme.

External Paint Controls Apply? Yes

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? Yes
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Bennett, B. 2000 `All Our Somers': 150-5
Assessed By: Graeme Butler, Francine Gilfedder
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Name of place Lord Somers Camp
639

Other Names
Addres Lord Somers Road

Somers

Map (Melway) 193H10

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): State

Creation date(s): 1930-1

148, 

Site Type: Camping ground

Description:

This is a complex of fibrous-cement sheet and dark stained weatherboard clad 
pavilions, with stained shingles in gable ends, some random stonework, and 
unglazed terra-cotta Marseilles pattern tile roofs, that are `rustic in appearance 
and ...of rough timber to blend in with the landscape yet to represent a close-knit 
community.' Windows are stained timber framed casement or multiple pane 
double-hung sashes; some appear to have been shuttered originally. 

The complex is set out on quasi-military lines with eight paired hipped roof 
sleeping huts lining the road into the camp and a number of rectangular 
structures devoted to activities such as archery, games, indoor ropes, library, 
mini-golf, table tennis, environmental studies. There is also the recreation hut, 

Description
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History
In 1927 the Governor of Victoria since 1926, Lord Somers, proposed following an 
idea initiated in Britain by the Duke of York, by holding annual camps where up 
to 400 boys from public schools and boys from industry aged between 17 and 19 
could meet and mix for a week. Somers was also involved with the scouting 
movement and it was with their assistance that such a camp would be run. 
Scouts would serve as `slushies'  or helpers in the camp to free the boys from 
`fatigue duties' { Bennett: 99}. 

The two earliest camps were held at Anglesea and were deemed such a success 
that the association, Lord Somers Camp and Power House (formed by old boys 
of the camp), decided to search for a permanent camp site in a rural setting 
within easy reach of Melbourne, with still water frontage and access to a creek. 

In 1930  a party consisting of Lord Somers, his AC, Colonel Davidson, and two 
other leaders of the movement plus the landscape gardener, David Matthews, 
were exploring the area between Flinders and Balnarring when J.S. Feehan, 
then owner of Coolart came across them and offered to donate part of Coolart's 
land for the camp. 

History and themes

canteen and dining room, the quarter masters store, and office, along with 
private huts or houses. South of the camp site are outdoor courses for ropes, 
flying fox, and assault activities, a boat shed and bridge across the Merricks 
Creek to the bay { Bennett: 100}. The outdoor theatre included rows of slatted 
timber seats, formal planting and an arched grotto-like structure { Bennett: 102}. 
There was a similar more rustic outdoor chapel but this was replaced on another 
site in the 1960s. In many of these aspects, the camp resembles the scout 
camping headquarters of Gilwell.

Mature exotic trees are part of the camp design (palms) and  across the road is 
the camp's playing field surrounded by mature Monterey cypress rows. Mature 
trees related to the construction period of the building aid in the period 
expression and cultural significance of the place as indicators of age and period.

Condition
Externally, good (partially disturbed, well preserved).

External Integrity
Externally, intact/minimal intrusions.

Context
Set next to the former migrant camp, adjoining Coolart and its wetlands and fronting Western Port Bay, this camp is part 
of an important group of heritage and natural places.
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Following this donation, A.M. and G.R. Nicholas and other prominent businesses 
such as GJ Coles, Felton Grimwade, and the Luxtons donated money for 
building on the site. Well-known planner, Saxil Tuxen, surveyed the site and 
Arthur Stephenson, of Stephenson and Meldrum, was honorary architect. He 
planned buildings that 'were rustic in appearance and ...of rough timber to blend 
in with the landscape yet to represent a close-knit community'  based on his 
experience of camps overseas.  Tom Coleman, Camp Assistant Quartermaster, 
arranged the camp construction. The first `Big Camp' at Balnarring East was held 
in 1931 { Barnard, 2000}. The area (Balnarring East) was renamed in honour of 
Lord Somers who returned to Britain the following June { Bennett: 101}.

Eighty boys came by special train from Melbourne to Bittern station and then by 
a fleet of cars to the newly completed camp. Camp uniform was shorts and 
group scarves as a further unifying influence for the two classes of boys. The 
programme was organised sport or games in the morning and free afternoons 
and cinema, music or camp fires at night. Boys were forbidden to talk to females 
or were threatened with dumping naked in the creek, a common dumping ground 
for camp rule offenders { Bennett: 102-3}. Pistols were used in the camp to end 
overlong speech making, gelignite marked camp arrivals and apparently a 
machine gun was stored  there with one outcome being an accident when 
discovered by one of the boys. 

The press praised the new camp and its `country club' character, with its own 
sewerage system, the substantial huts with tile roofs, hot water and electricity,  a 
wireless system, reticulated fresh water, and an open air cinema. Then there 
were nine buildings grouped around a square. The bridge across the Merricks 
Creek had been built for the camp by the 2nd Field regiment: it was rebuilt in 
1980.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Going on holiday

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Going on holiday

Associations: J.S. Feehan A.M. and G.R. 
Nicholas

Significance

Arthur Stephenson, Sa

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme development of beach and foreshore amenities

Other PAHT Subtheme:
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Statement of Significance:
Lord Somers Camp is significant to Victoria because:
- the camp's formation and construction was closely involved with the Victorian 
Governor, Lord Somers, and other distinguished and significant persons including 
those who laid out the camp such as Tuxen and the camp designer Arthur (later 
Sir Arthur) Stephenson ( Criterion H1) ;
- the camp symbolised one of the aftermaths of WW1 when outdoor activities for 
all classes within the community were promoted along with places to enjoy them 
from public parks to camp sites such as this one ( Criterion A4);
-the preservation of the main original elements of the camp allow a strong 
expression of its historical and architectural evolution ( Criterion D2);
- the long-term associations held by many youth groups with the camp are 
enhanced by the retention of the original core of the design ( Criterion G1).

Tree Controls Apply?: Yes

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended

Heritage Victoria Register? Recommended

Register of the National Estate Recommended

National Trust Register? Recommended

Recommendations

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the main contributory elements are the structures and plantings and associated fabric from the 
1930s.
- to conserve and enhance these contributory elements where enhancement would include 
replacement of any known missing original components in the buildings or setting;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of these contributory elements;
- to ensure that new structures within the property are visually recessive and related to the existing 
buildings and plantings in terms of species, form, size, materials and placement but expressed as a 
separate identifiable entity; 
- to maintain the place's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further historical 

External Paint Controls Apply? Yes

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? Yes

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Social significance

Association with important person or group

A.4

G.1

H.1

D.1
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References
Balnarring & District Historical Society (BHS) `Balnarring Byways and Memories' (1996): 46-
HS;
Barnard, 2000, Hastings District Heritage Study Stage 2 Environmental History:  cites Alan 
Gregory, `It's Only the Game that Counts, A History of Lord Somers Camp and Powerhouse', 1929-
1989: 41);
B&DHS 1998: 55-
Bennett, B 2000 `All Our Somers': 66, 99, 101-2, 149, 159, 203, 209

Documentation

findings;
- to further inspect the property and demarcate significant fabric;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the property, followed by the 
creation of an incorporated plan for the management of the property in the planning scheme.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler
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Name of place `Dais cotinifolia' L (Pompon bush), front lawn Coolart 
garden
176

Other Names Pompon bush

Addres Lord Somers Road
Somers

Map (Melway) 193H8

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): State

Creation date(s): 1938c

off

Site Type: Specimen tree(s)

Description:

This tree is situated on the front lawn of the house, north side. The pompon 
bush was a popular 19th century ornamental tree but is now rare. A native to 
Africa,  this is a bushy, rounded shrub or small tree and grows to about 10 ft (3 
m). It has reddish bark and oval, blue-green leaves up to 3 in (7 cm) in length. In 
late spring it bears fragrant flower clusters of tubular pink blooms. It is evergreen 
in warm areas and deciduous in cool climates { Botanica}.

Description

Condition

External Integrity

Context
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History
Historical background 

Although many early holiday makers at Balnarring, Somers and Merricks were 
campers, a precedent of buying houses as retreats or weekenders was begun in 
the 1890s when James Griffiths purchased Warrawee as a holiday retreat and 
Frederick Grimwade purchased Coolart  and built the existing home for the same 
purpose { Barnard, 2000}.

Specific History 

The Coolart Garden was transformed in the inter-war period from 1938 and 1941 
using plans prepared by the noted gardener and landscape designer, David 
Matthews, for the new owner Tom Luxton. Luxton also developed the wetlands 
as a sanctuary. 

David Matthews joined the Footscray Council as a `working landscape gardener' 
in 1916. Within 6 years he had gained the confidence of the Council and local 
interest groups, working with them to beautify many public reserves { Lack: 209}. 
Aided by sustenance labour he was able to achieve many ambitious schemes in 
the inter-war period. He retired in 1964 with an MBE in 1965. Footscray park is 
considered to be his showpiece { Lack}.

This tree was classified by the National Trust of Australia (Vic) in 1990 after a 
report by John Hawker. He noted that it was the largest known specimen of the 
type in the State, them being 7.9m and with a spread of 9.2m. The tree normally 
grew to 3-7m but only occasionally to the height of this example. Traditionally, 
the bark of the tree has been used to make good quality rope. The National Trust 
of Australia (Vic) noted the purchase of the property, in 1937, by TJ Luxton who 
developed the garden and lagoon, probably planting this tree.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (National Trust of Australia (Vic) )
Location or Context: historic garden or park; Outstanding Size: height x 
circumference x spread; Aesthetic Value; Outstanding Example of Species
NOTES 
The largest known example of the species in Victoria, the tree occupies a 
prominent position  in the garden. Noted for its spectacular display of pink 
flowers in February.

History and themes

Associations: Tom J Luxton David Matthews
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Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Developing cultural institutions and ways of life

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Creating private landscape

Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme

Other PAHT Subtheme: Going to the beach

Statement of Significance:
The `Dais cotinifolia' L (Pompon bush), front lawn Coolart garden, is significant to 
the Mornington Peninsula Region and Victoria because:
- of its association with a key development phase of the important Coolart 
garden, its designer David Matthews and its owner Tom Luxton ( Criterion A4, 
H1);
- the tree's prominent position  within the garden, as noted by the National Trust 
of Australia (Vic)  ( Criterion E1);
 - of its outstanding size, height,  circumference and spread ( Criterion D2, B2); 
- it is an outstanding example of the species, as the largest known example of the 
species in Victoria ( Criterion B2, D2); 
- of its spectacular display of pink flowers in February, as noted by the National 
Trust of Australia (Vic)  ( Criterion E1, G1) .

Tree Controls Apply?: No

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended

Heritage Victoria Register? Recommended

Register of the National Estate Recommended

National Trust Register? Yes

Recommendations

External Paint Controls Apply? No

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Rarity or distinction among a comparable group

Association with important person or group

Aesthetic importance to the community or a cultural group

A.4

B.2

H.1

E.1

G.1 Social significance
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References
Bennett, B 2000 `All Our Somers': var
National Trust of Australia file T639;
Lack, J. 1991, `A History of Footscray'

Documentation

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the main element is the tree.
- to conserve and enhance the tree where enhancement would include replacement of any known 
missing original components in the tree's setting;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of the tree;
- to ensure that new structures or plantings within the property are visually recessive and related to 
the existing tree in terms of species, form, size, materials and placement but expressed as a 
separate identifiable entity; 
- to maintain the tree's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further historical 
findings.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler, Francine Gilfedder

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt?

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted?
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Name of place Clarke orchard house
104

Other Names
Addres Lower Somerville Road

Somerville

Map (Melway) 148 K3

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Local

Creation date(s): 1909c

 26

Site Type: Orchard house

History and themes

Description:

This is an Edwardian-era Dutch-hipped roof weatherboard farm house,  with a 
verandah set against a gabled room bay and ornamented with a notable timber 
frieze. The roof is clad with corrugated iron and the chimneys are of red brick, 
with corbelled tops. Mature Monterey pines are evident at the rear.

Description

Condition
Externally, good (partially disturbed, well preserved).

External Integrity
Externally, substantially intact/some intrusions.

Context
Set in flat former orchard country with a similar era orchard house opposite at 29.
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History
Historical background

Orchards have been the most predominant land use in the Study Area, covering 
much of the land from Somerville to Red Hill. Some of the earliest selectors in 
the area, who took up their blocks in the 1860s and 1870s, planted the first fruit 
trees. Apples and pears were the main fruits grown, although berries and stone 
fruit were also grown in the Red Hill area. Many family names of original 
selectors are still associated with the study area, the descendants of the first 
selectors still continuing to work the land settled by their ancestors. Some of 
these first selectors became well-known as orchardists and nurserymen and 
played prominent local roles in establishing cool stores and community services 
in their local areas. Fruit, particularly apples, from the study area was exported 
overseas as well as catering to the domestic market.

The Shepherd family were amongst those who selected land in the Parish of 
Tyabb. W.H.. Shepherd took up block 14 Parish of Tyabb in the 1860s and 
planted an orchard. In 1886 the Shepherd family  were one of four local 
orchardists to exhibit fruit at the Colonial and Indian Exhibition in London. The 
other three were William Brunning, J. Holt And Thomas Thornell. In the 1940s 
the Shepherd family operation moved to Moorooduc, when they purchased part 
of the old Two Bays Nursery. The Shepherd family continue to operate this fruit 
and exotic tree nursery. 
The Victorian orchard industry expanded around the turn of the century, aided by 
a government export bonus and an encouragement planting scheme.   The 
construction of the Stony Point railway line in 1889 was an added boon to local 
orchardists as it offered accessible and regular transport to Melbourne. 
Refrigerated cool stores, which appeared in the first decades of the twentieth 
century also aided the orchard industry. By this time it was estimated that around 
60,000 cases of fruit annually were produced in the Somerville, Tyabb and 
Baxter district { Barnard, 2000}.

By 1917 there were approximately 2,070 acres of bearing trees and 999 acres of 
non bearing trees in the districts of Somerville, Tyabb and Hastings. Even in 
1960, orchards provided the main source of income in the Shire , when 
approximately 3,000 acres were still planted with apples and pears and 380,000 
cases of apples and 30,000 cases of pears were produced annually.   Pressure 
to subdivide rural land into hobby farms, residential areas and other primary 
production uses has led to a reduction in the acreage devoted to orchards in 
recent decades. Nevertheless even ten years ago a large proportion of Victoria's 
apples still came from the Mornington Peninsula. In 1988/89 the former Shire of 
Hastings was the second most significant local government area for orchards in 
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Victoria. At that time there were still 625 ha of land in the Shire devoted to 
orchards, compared with 859 in the former Shire of Lilydale { Barnard, 2000}.

Specific history 

James W Clarke owned a house on his 58 acre block (part CA 23, Tyabb parish 
plan) in 1908-9: prior to that it was described as land only although with the 
same annual valuation of £25. In the next year he had 73 acres but by 1915 his 
holding had reduced to 34 acres as lot 3 of a subdivision. Sarah E Clarke 
(presumably James' wife) was rated in the place of James during the 1930s-40s; 
James died in December 1927, buried at Frankston in the Church of England 
section. By WW2 Sarah held a 12 acre orchard as well as the 34 acres and 
house, rated now at £35. Sarah died in 1960 aged 78 { MacBeth, 1998}. 

Other owners on CA23 included H H  Hawken who had 22 acres, orchard land 
only, in the 1940s-50s. The Hawken house block was opposite and remains one 
of the district's early houses { Shaw, 2001}.

Leila Shaw shows James Clarke on this site in her map of the area. She also 
notes that he was a steward for the Somerville Agricultural Show in 1915 and 
again for the category of Flowers in the 1916 show { Shaw, 1998: 113-117}.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Engaging in primary production

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Fruit growing

Associations: James W Clarke Sarah E Clarke

Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme orchards and coolstores

Other PAHT Subtheme:

Statement of Significance:

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Rarity or distinction among a comparable group

Association with important person or group

A.4

B.2

H.1
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The Clarke orchard house is significant within the Somerville and Hastings district 
because: 
-it is a well preserved example of an Edwardian-era orchardists house which is a 
major theme in the history of the area (Criterion A4);
- it has distinctive verandah detailing for an Edwardian-era house in the district 
(Criterion B2);
- it has along association with the Clarke family who were early local orchardists 
and among the first Crown Allotment owners (Criterion H1).

References
Shaw 1998: 6 map, 113-117, 191 Hawken orchard 1930s?
Shaw notes on draft 1999, 2001
Municipal Rate Book Frankston & Hastings Shire (RB) 
Parish Plan - lands file?

Documentation

Tree Controls Apply?: No

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate No

National Trust Register? No

Recommendations

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the main contributory elements are the house and trees  from the Edwardian-era and Clarke tenure.
- to conserve and enhance these contributory elements where enhancement would include 
replacement of any known missing original components in the buildings or their setting;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of these contributory elements;
- to ensure that new structures within the property are visually recessive and related to the existing 
building in terms of form, size, materials and placement but expressed as a separate identifiable 
entity; 
- to maintain the place's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further historical 
findings;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the property, followed by the 
creation of an incorporated plan for the management of the property in the planning scheme.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler, Francine Gilfedder

External Paint Controls Apply? No

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? Yes
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Name of place King Edward VII Coronation Tree
287

Other Names Perrott memorial cypress, `Lambert cypress'

Addres Marine Pde
Hastings

Map (Melway) 154K11

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Shire

Creation date(s): 1902

Site Type: Specimen tree(s)

Description:

The `Lambert cypress'  is marked by a bronze plaque stating that Alice Maud 
Perrott of Hastings planted the tree in 1902 to commemorate the coronation of 
Edward VII. The plaque was placed there by the Shire of Hastings Historical 
Society as marker number 5 and laid by Alice's grandson, Albert E Perrott. The 
tree, true to its character, is low and spreading but a number of branches have 
been lost.

Description

Condition
Fair (disturbed, reasonably preserved).

External Integrity
Partially intact/intrusions.
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History
According to Leila Shaw the trees outside the Hastings-Western Port Historical 
Society are Lambert cypress ,or Brunning's golden cypress, developed by 
George Brunning of St Kilda Nurseries, from a 'sport' or 'shoot' he discovered 
growing from a Monterey cypress (`Cupressus macrocarpa') opposite his first St 
Kilda nursery.  Lambert cypress, a form of what is now more commonly known 
as a horizontal variety of Monterey cypress, was planted extensively across 
Australia as hedge plants and shelter trees in parks in the nineteenth and early 
twentieth centuries { Barnard, 2000}.

A group of `Lambert cypress' were planted by Alice Perrott in 1902 apparently to 
commemorate the coronation of Edward VII (22 January 1901).  Other trees 
were planted at that time throughout Australia but Edward died only nine years 
later. Alice and her sister also played a part in the Hastings Coronation tableaux 
for George V in 1911 { Cole: 95}. The 1957 aerial photo shows three small trees 
and one large tree, close to this spot.

The Perrott family were local pioneers, having come to the area in the 1860s. GF 
Perrott was a member of the Western Port Progress Association of 1916, a 
group of mainly local shopkeepers and businessmen { Bennett: 26}. The family 
was also active in the Church of England { Cole: 267}. Alice  Mary (or Maud ?) 
Perrott died at Hastings in 1940 aged 85: she was the daughter of Harry & 
Harriett Perrott { MacBeth}.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Developing cultural institutions and ways of life

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Creating private landscape

History and themes

Associations: Alice Perrott George Brunning

Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme

Other PAHT Subtheme:

Context
Set at the edge of flat grassed parkland at the road side.
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Statement of Significance:
This King Edward VII Coronation Tree or `Lambert cypress'  at Hastings is 
significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire because: 
-it symbolises the great patriotic feeling in the community for the English 
monarch, as part of a nationwide movement (Criterion A4);
- it is the only known Coronation tree in the Shire (Criterion B2); 
- it provides focus for the proliferation of the Brunning sport on the Peninsula 
where the family were also pioneering nurserymen (Criterion H1); 
-it is associated with the locally well known Perrott family (Criterion H1).

References
Hastings Western Port Historical Society (HWPHS)

Documentation

Tree Controls Apply?: Yes

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate No

National Trust Register? Recommended

Recommendations

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the main element is the tree.
- to conserve and enhance the tree where enhancement would include replacement of any known 
missing original components in the tree's setting;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of the tree;
- to ensure that new structures or plantings within the property are visually recessive and related to 
the existing tree in terms of species, form, size, materials and placement but expressed as a 
separate identifiable entity; 
- to maintain the tree's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further historical 
findings.

External Paint Controls Apply? No

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? No

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Rarity or distinction among a comparable group

Association with important person or group

A.4

B.2

H.1
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Bennett, B `The Old General Store': 176, 26 - pioneers etc.;
Land Victoria `Flinders Base map' run 10 1248-32;
MacBeth, 1998. `Death Index'

Assessed By: Graeme Butler, Francine Gilfedder
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Name of place Hastings jetty
279

Other Names
Addres Marine Pde

Hastings

Map (Melway) 154K11

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Shire

Creation date(s): 1864-

off

Site Type: Pier/Jetty

Description:

This timber pile and decked T-plan jetty is presumed to have been rebuilt over 
time on a similar site and style but the current fabric is not of the 19th century. 
The area around it has been reclaimed in part reducing its prominence. The 
hand railing is steel pipe.

Description

Condition
Externally, good (partially disturbed, well preserved).

External Integrity
Externally, partially intact in form.

Context
One of the distinctive early maritime elements along a foreshore becoming more devoted to motor vehicle and boat 
access.
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History
Despite the fact that much of the Study Area is bordered by the Western Port 
coast, and that fishermen had established themselves early at Western Port, 
many early exports from the area, such as fish or timber, were not despatched 
from local jetties but sent overland to Frankston or Mornington, or despatched 
from Shoreham. Even for passengers, the recommended mode of travel from 
Hastings to Melbourne in the early 1860s was by steamer from Frankston or 
coach from Mornington.  In the 1860s, however, a number of Government jetties 
were built by contractors at various points along the coast { Barnard, 2000}.  

The earliest hamlet, or collection of European people in the study area, seems to 
have been at what is now called Hastings, where fishermen and a duck shooter 
named Hardy were camped in the 1850s   Fishermen were also thought to have 
been camping at Crib Point from an early stage.
The township of Hastings was not gazetted until 1889, though it had been 
surveyed, and many blocks purchased, by 1866.  By 1859 an observer had 
noted that Hastings was 'comprised of fishing houses'  The post office opened in 
1863 and by 1865 about 50 people were said to be living in Hastings { Barnard, 
2000}.

The first fishermen in the area settled at King's Creek, later known as Hastings, 
in the early 1840s. By the time the town was officially surveyed, there were 
several fishermen's cottages here. A handful of fishermen's cottages can still be 
seen in Skinner Street, Hastings …'  Most of the lots along this street were sold 
in 1871 { Barnard, 2000}. 

Specific History

The Hastings jetty is said to have been built in 1864 (Australian Heritage 
Commission Citation) It is shown on an 1866 map of allotments in what is now 
known as Hastings, but was then known as Tyabb township. (T125B, CPO)  The 
jetty is not shown on a map of 1858 (the town lots had not been surveyed then) 
but is shown on a map of 1865 (Commander Cox survey) and a rough plan of 
1877. An etching published in the `Illustrated Australian News' February 1866 
depicts `Hastings Western Port Bay'. In the foreground there is a gabled 
weatherboard cottage with verandah set close to the road behind a low picket 
fence with gums all around. In the distance is the jetty, showing about 30 sets of 
piles, but with no return arm on the need, and a collection of small gabled 
cottages at its end, around the Skinner St area. 

History and themes
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A Government Gazette notice in June 1878 announced that John Mouat had 
won the contract to repair this jetty. There was once a crane on the jetty to aid in 
loading boats. 

Images of the jetty from early in the 20th century show no handrails where boats 
were served by the crane and planking in differing directions, suggesting added 
sections. Images from after WW2 show metal handrails. The 1957 view shows it 
in a similar T-plan form to existing. 

It is assumed that the jetty has been upgraded and maintained over that period 
in a generally similar form to the original.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Moving goods and people

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Moving goods and people to and 
from Australian ports

Associations: Victorian Colonial 
Government

Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme water transport, port and jetty facilities

Other PAHT Subtheme:

Statement of Significance:
The Hastings jetty (along with the fish shed) are significant to the Mornington 
Peninsula Shire because: 
- it symbolises the continuing presence of the fishing industry at Hastings since 
the 1860s which was an important factor in the development of the Western Port 
region  (Criterion A4);
- it has strong local value as the subject of many postcards over the years and 
the location of many townspeople's work place from an early date (Criterion G1).

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Social significance

A.4

G.1

313 of 529Graeme Butler & Associates, 2001 Volume 1:  Appendix 1:



Hastings District Heritage Places

References
Hastings Western Port Historical Society (HWPHS) 3.7.5;
Cox 1865. Coastal Survey series 67 Land Victoria; 
Barnard, 1999, Hastings District Heritage Study Stage One Environmental History: 29 cites 
Bailliere's Victorian Gazetteer, 1865;

Documentation

Tree Controls Apply?: No

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate No

National Trust Register? Recommended

Recommendations

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the main contributory element is the jetty and any associated fabric derived from its 1860s form.
- to conserve and enhance the jetty where enhancement would include replacement of any known 
missing original components in the building or setting;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of the jetty;
- to ensure that publicly visible new structures near the property are visually recessive and related 
to the existing structure in terms of form, size, materials and placement but expressed as a 
separate identifiable entity; 
- to maintain the place's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further historical 
findings;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the jetty, followed by the 
creation of an incorporated plan for the management of the property in the planning scheme.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler

External Paint Controls Apply? No

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? Yes
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Name of place Hastings fish shed
178

Other Names
Addres Marine Pde

Hastings

Map (Melway) 154K11

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): State

Creation date(s): 1864c-

off

Site Type: Hut/Shack, hunting, fishing

Description:

The Australian Heritage Commission description:
Location : Landward end of jetty, off Marine Parade, Hastings. 
`The Hastings Jetty fish shed is a simple small one storey rectangular building of 
weatherboard construction built on stilts over harbour water next to the town 
Jetty. The fish shed has a gabled corrugated galvanised iron roof with 
overhanging eaves and decorated carved timber barge boards. In addition the 
two gable ends have small pointed carved wooden finials and pendant 
decorations. There are two wide double doors. The one on the Jetty side of the 
building being sliding for ease of access. There are two windows, one looking 
out to sea along the Jetty. The building is now painted cream with black trim to 
the openings and barge boards. Repair works undertaken to the shed include 

Description
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History
Historical background 

The earliest hamlet, or collection of European people in the study area, seems to 
have been at what is now called Hastings, where fishermen and a duck shooter 
named Hardy were camped in the 1850s   Fishermen were also thought to have 
been camping at Crib Point from an early stage.
The township of Hastings was not gazetted until 1889, though it had been 
surveyed, and many blocks purchased, by 1866.  By 1859 an observer had 
noted that Hastings was 'comprised of fishing houses'  The post office opened in 
1863 and by 1865 about 50 people were said to be living in Hastings { Barnard, 
2000}.

The first fishermen in the area settled at King's Creek, later known as Hastings, 
in the early 1840s. By the time the town was officially surveyed, there were 
several fishermen's cottages here. A handful of fishermen's cottages can still be 

History and themes

new foundations of steel and concrete to replace
the original timber floor. The roof has also been repaired but the original fabric 
remains. The interior walls of the shed have been lined with tin sheeting in 
accordance with health regulations. In addition the shed has been moved two 
thirds of a metre (2ft) to the north to facilitate access by trucks. Over the years 
there has been land reclamation around the Hastings Jetty area. This makes it 
appear that the shed has been drastically relocated when comparisons of its 
present position are made with historic photographs. However this is not the 
case. For many years the shed was used as a weather station and the 
barometer box from that period is now housed in the local museum. The shed is 
currently used by a local fisherman for the storage, packing and sale of fish' { 
NER}.

Heritage overlay 56. Hutchins Fish Shed. Located off Esplanade, at Mornington, 
is a comparable structure.

Condition
The Australian Heritage Commission Condition : 
Very good. The fish shed has recently undergone a full restoration. New steel and concrete foundations have been 
installed, the roof has been repaired and the interior of the shed has been lined with tin sheeting to comply with health 
regulations.  (October 1989)

External Integrity
Good. The shed was very slightly repositioned to allow better access for trucks.  The interior of the shed has been lined 
with tin sheeting to comply with health regulations. The ramp leading to one of the double doors is missing  (October 
1989).

Context
Set at the end of a timber jetty and close to the public baths, adjoining a large car access area.
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seen in Skinner Street, Hastings …'  Most of the lots along this street were sold 
in 1871 { Barnard, 2000}. 

An etching published in the `Illustrated Australian News' February 1866 depicts 
`Hastings Western Port Bay'. In the foreground there is a gabled weatherboard 
cottage with verandah set close to the road behind a low picket fence with gums 
all around. In the distance is the jetty, showing about 30 sets of piles, and a 
collection of small gabled cottages at its end, around the Skinner St area. One of 
these next to the jetty may have been the shed but there is no shed on the jetty 
itself. 

`The Jetty was constructed in 1864 and the fish shed built soon afterwards. The 
fish shed was an integral element in the social and economic development of the 
town. It was used to store and pack fish for markets in Melbourne and 
Schnapper Point and to store the ice used for this. The fish shed was also the 
venue for organised industry meetings as well as for less formal discussions and 
recreational purposes. Hastings and its nearby coastal settlements depended 
largely on fishing for many years in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries 
while, with the growth of metropolitan Melbourne, the picturesque nature of their 
bay side port facilities attracted many city dwellers for summer holidays. Hastings 
prospered on its fishing and also supplied firewood and burnt lime to larger 
centres. This continued for the first thirty years of the twentieth century with an 
increase in the number of fishing boats berthed in the town' { NER}.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Engaging in primary production

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Trapping and hunting

Associations: Colony of Victoria

Significance

Public Works Departm

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme

Other PAHT Subtheme:

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Social significance

Rarity or distinction among a comparable group

A.4

G.1

B.2
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Statement of Significance:
This Hastings fish shed located on the jetty is significant to Victoria and the 
Mornington Peninsula Region because: 
- it has been used for many years to pack catches from the local fishing fleet and 
is a reminder of the local nineteenth century fishing industry which was an 
important factor in the development of the Western Port region and the tradition 
of fish storage and sales is still continued in the shed by a local fisherman 
(Criterion A4);
- it is the oldest known purpose built fish storage shed in the State (Criterion B2); 
-the shed has also played an important social role in the local area and was used 
for organised industry meetings, as well as informal discussion centre, 
recreational and casual meeting place and its social value to the community is 
reflected in local initiatives to restore and retain the shed (Criterion G1).

(adapted from Australian Heritage Commission citation)

Tree Controls Apply?: No

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate Registered

National Trust Register? Recommended

Recommendations

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the main contributory element is the shed, its jetty location  and any associated fabric from the 
1860s.
- to conserve and enhance the shed where enhancement would include replacement of any known 
missing original components in the building or setting;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of the shed;
- to ensure that publicly visible new structures near the property are visually recessive and related 
to the existing building in terms of form, size, materials and placement but expressed as a separate 
identifiable entity; 
- to maintain the place's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further historical 
findings;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the shed and surrounds, 
followed by the creation of an incorporated plan for the management of the property in the planning 
scheme.

External Paint Controls Apply? Yes

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? Yes

318 of 529Graeme Butler & Associates, 2001 Volume 1:  Appendix 1:



Hastings District Heritage Places

References
National Estate Register Database Number: 017294 File Number: 2/18/024/0008: registered 
30/06/1992 cites:
- 1928 ROYAL COMMISSION ON VICTORIAN OUTER PORTS - EIGHTH REPORT, WESTERN
 PORT
- COLE, V., `WESTERN PORT PIONEERS AND PREACHERS'
- COLE, V., `WESTERN PORT CHRONOLOGY, 1798-1839'
- WOODLEY, A., WESTERN PORT FERRIES PAST AND PRESENT
- PRIESTLEY, S., THE VICTORIANS, MAKING THEIR MARK, 1984.
Heritage Victoria 4/4/2000 letter to Mornington Peninsula Shire telling of nomination for inclusion on
VHR

Documentation

Assessed By: Graeme Butler
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Name of place Koonoona farm complex & farm landscape
13

Other Names Hellicar's or Caldwell's

Addres Merricks Road
Merricks North

Map (Melway) 192E7

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): State

Creation date(s): 1868c-

 51

Site Type: Farm house & garden

Description:

Monterey pines up drive and in paddocks, Monterey cypress, Canary Island 
palm in garden, house obscured but visible as a hipped roof structure.
NTA description
`The building comprises a pole  frame faced both inside and outside with  close 
set horizontal saplings of Melaleuca  ericafolia, packed with pug. The roofing of  
the older part is of galvanised iron tiles, of  which the majority are of the 
Morewood  and Rogers type with the minority, possibly  added later, of Walker's 
G (anchor) O  brand (Gospel Oak), not previously  reported in Australia. There is 
also a  skillion milking shed roofed and clad on  one wall with Morewood and 
Rogers tiles.'

Description
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History
In 1865 John Caldwell selected allotments 34 and 35 in the Parish of Balnarring 
on land that is now on Merricks Road, Merricks. Some time later in the 1860s he 
built Koonoona,  a wattle and pug cottage constructed with a pole frame, with 
horizontal saplings of melaleuca ericafolia  packed with pug. The cottage is 
roofed with galvanised iron tiles. (Miles Lewis Report, National Trust File) The 
cottage and a milking shed still stand today at 51 Merricks Road { Barnard, 2000}.

National Trust of Australia citation:
 "The four central rooms of Koonoona, the  earliest section of the building, were 
built in  the late 1860s by the selector, John  Caldwell. ...  There is no other 
vernacular structure of  comparable age in Victoria which remains  today so well 
preserved. The cottage  illustrates the lifestyle of early settlers in  colonial 
Victoria and has important  associations with the pastoral era on the  Mornington 
Peninsula."

History and themes

National Estate Register description : 
Location : Comprising cottage, milking shed and remnants of original garden, 
Merricks Road, about 1km north-west of its intersection with Frankston to 
Flinders Road, Merricks North. "

The pole frame of the four original central rooms is faced both inside and outside 
with close set horizontal saplings of MELALEUCA ERICAFOLIA packed with 
pug. There is perhaps no vernacular structure of comparable age in Victoria 
which remains so well preserved. The roofing is mostly of exceptionally intact 
Morewood and Rogers galvanised iron tiles with some Walker's Gospel Oak 
brand iron tiles not previously reported in Australia. The adjacent skillion roofed 
milking shed is also of note for the surviving head bails and feed bins. The three 
stall shed's frame is of poles, the roof and some walls are clad with iron tiles 
while the other walls and partitions are clad with corrugated iron. Of interest too 
are the surviving garden elements. 
Condition and Integrity : The original four room section is now the nucleus of a 
later cottage. The original section is in very good condition given its age. (July 
1988)

Condition
(see Heritage Victoria plan of designation)

External Integrity
(see Heritage Victoria plan of designation)

Context
Part of Merricks Farm Landscape group, north of the Minto, Larnoo and Kalimna properties.
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Australian Heritage Commission citation: 
Statement of Significance: 
The original section of Koonoona displays building techniques (specifically the 
pole and pug method of walling) of considerable interest. Additionally, use of 
some of the roofing materials has not been identified before in Australia. There is 
no vernacular structure of comparable age elsewhere in Victoria which is in such 
a good state of preservation (Criterion B.2). The building illustrates to some 
degree the lifestyle of selectors in 1860s Victoria (Criterion A.4).

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Engaging in primary production

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Unspecified primary industry

Associations: John Caldwell

Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme

Other PAHT Subtheme:

Statement of Significance:
(from Heritage Victoria)
Koonoona, a small cottage on the Merricks road, Merricks north, is a building of 
considerable state importance on both architectural and historical grounds.

1. The four central rooms display interesting building techniques; the pole frame 
is faced both inside and outside with close-set horizontal saplings of melaleuca 
ericafolia and packed with pug.
2. The earliest part of the cottage, which is thought to date from the 1860s, has 
important associations with the selection era. The selector, John Caldwell, was 
lessee of the site in crown allotments 34 and 35, parish of Balnarring, in 1865. He 
secured freehold title to the land in 1875.
3. The roofing of the older part of the structure is mostly of exceptionally intact 
Morewood and Roger's galvanized iron tiles. There are also some Walker's 

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Rarity or distinction among a comparable group

A.4

B.2
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'Gospel Oak' brand tiles, not previously reported in Australia.
4. Other early features noted are tongue and groove flooring boards and ceilings 
and James Carpenter patented door latches.
5. There is perhaps no other vernacular structure of comparable age in Victoria 
which remains today so well preserved.
6. Koonoona is a building of great historical importance, illustrating the lifestyle of 
early settlers in colonial Victoria.
7. Its site also has associations with the pastoral era when very large runs like 
Tuerong, Coolort, Manton's Creek, Arthur's seat and Tichingorouke dominated 
the Mornington peninsula. Koonoona's grounds once formed part of the Tuerong 
run of 12,00 acres owned as early as 1840 by William Thomas, assistant 
protector and guardian of aboriginals.
8. Koonoora is situated within a historic site unit identified by the Shire of 
Hastings, has been classified by the National Trust, and is recognised as a 
building of considerable importance by experts in the history of Victoria's early 
vernacular structures such as Dr Miles Lewis, architectural historian.

(Source: Historic Buildings Council - Statement of Significance)

References
MPS HO 296 (Hellicars site);
Balnarring parish plan  CAs 34 and 35 
Victorian Heritage Register;
National Trust of Australia;
M Lewis, `Caldwell House' 1988
National Estate Register Database Number: 017249 File Number: 2/18/024/0007
Bennett, B `The Old General Store': 184;

Documentation

Tree Controls Apply?: -

Planning Scheme Protection? Yes heritage overlay 137

Heritage Victoria Register? Yes

Register of the National Estate Yes

National Trust Register? Yes

Recommendations

Recommendation
(see Heritage Victoria plan of designation)

External Paint Controls Apply? -

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? -

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? -

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? -
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Karney, M. `No Rugged landscape' also Comments Sheet Feb 1999;
Draft Environmental History, Stage One (DEH): 10
B&DHS 1998: 42-
VHR Number H695 , File Number 601202, Year Construction Started 1860, Municipality 
Mornington Peninsula Shire, Extent of Registration - To the extent of all the buildings and land as 
defined by the Heritage Council, Architectural Style Victorian Period (1851-1901) Vernacular, 
spatial Information -38.38404, 145.08415

Assessed By: Graeme Butler
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Name of place Stone pine row and elms at The Elms
561

Other Names Newstead property, former

Addres Merricks Road
Merricks North

Map (Melway) 192C1

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): State

Creation date(s): 1880s-

 92

Site Type: Tree avenues

Description:

This excellent row of stone pines (21), along the curving entry drive to a new 
house, is commenced by a Monterey cypress at the road side.  Mature Monterey 
pines are  located at the rear of the house and to the north. The stone pines 
were once part of the Newstead (Oswin selection) driveway.  Another notable 
and similarly aged stone pine row leads to Minto and is said to have been 
planted for the Cole family using seed from Von Mueller. There is no other 
comparable stone pine row in the State register or the National Trust register of 
significant trees, other examples numbering only 7. 

A view published in `No Rugged Landscape' shows `cork elms' at Newstead  { 
Karney: 51}.  These (resembling elms) are assumed to be located as a row of 

Description
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History
(see Newstead)
This drive planting was created on part of Crown Allotment 55B for the Oswin 
property, Newstead. This has since been subdivided and now has a frontage 
from Kentucky Rd.

Oswin was granted freehold to CA55B in 1872 {VTO}. The other Oswin freeholds 
in the parish was the adjoining lot 55A, granted in 1874. John Oswin selected the 
land (then on what is now Merricks Road) in 1865. In 1870 he is said to have 
built a wattle and daub home with a shingle roof, to which he added a timber 
extension in 1897. This house, Newstead , is also still standing.   John Oswin 
bred sheep and horses on his property, as well as establishing an orchard { 
Barnard, 2000}.

By the late 1870s he had a total of 537 acres, all freehold. It must have been in 
the 1880s that a newspaper account applauded John Oswin's success, among 
other things, as the `best judge of horseflesh in the Peninsula' as well as a 
breeder of horses and sheep. He also had a newly planted orchard of 

History and themes

seven mature trees north west of the house yard and, like the pines, were once 
part of the adjoining Newstead property. 

Mature trees related to the development period of the landscape aid in the 
period expression and cultural significance of the place as indicators of age and 
period.

`Pinus pinea'

`From southern Europe and Turkey, this species can reach 80 ft (24 m) in the 
wild and has a flattened crown atop a straight, though often leaning trunk with 
furrowed, reddish gray bark. The rigid, paired needles are 4-8 in (10-20 cm) long 
and bright green. The globe-shaped cones are shiny and brown; the edible 
seeds are known as pine nuts. Once established this pine copes with most 
conditions, including dryness and heat' { Botanica}.

Condition
Good (partially disturbed, well preserved).

External Integrity
Substantially intact/some intrusions.

Context
Monterey pine rows are located along the road and paddock boundaries in hilly terrain as indicative of former orchard 
activity and providing a picturesque landscape scene.
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`Jonathans and Five-Crown' apples { Karney 1995: 29}. Another tale was told in 
`Victoria & Its Metropolis' of his past as a native of Leicester who had arrived 
here with his parents in 1845. A year after he claimed that he had stood with 
John Pasco Fawkner at the laying of the foundation stone of the old Princes 
Bridge. He and his parents had occupied the future site of the Windsor Hotel in 
Spring St for a time before moving out to Kew. He told of his 1000 acre 
acquisition at Balnarring and his subsequent term on the local Council, after a 
similar Councillor term when living at Kew { Sutherland, 1888: 397}. 

His holding had indeed increased to 948 acres by the mid 1880s but during the 
difficult period of the late 1890s he appears to have sold land. His property was 
548 acres (CAs 55A,B, CA 35, CA107) by c1905 { RB 1885-6, RB 1905-6} and 
within a few years Oswin had died (5 November 1909) and his estate was 
handled by agents Lawson & Jardine of William St Melbourne. His executors 
were William Oswin of Newlyn (manager) and George T Allnutt of Cheltenham 
(market gardener). They transferred the property to the beneficiaries which 
included William, Florence, Fanny, Ethel, Edith and Nellie Oswin, in 1912 {VTO}. 
The next major owner was Cecil  Frederick Eeles, a farmer, who held 150 acres 
and buildings as part of CAs 55A&B, from c1913.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Developing cultural institutions and ways of life

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Creating private landscape

Associations: Oswin, John Cecil Frederick Eeles

Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme

Other PAHT Subtheme:

Statement of Significance:
This stone pine row, the former Newstead driveway planting,  is significant to 

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Rarity or distinction among a comparable group

Aesthetic importance to the community or a cultural group

Social significance

A.4

B.2

E.1

G.1

H.1 Association with important person or group
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Victoria because:
- the planting of these trees express the boom period of the 1880s before the 
bust of the 1890s and recovery in the Federation era, all relevant historic themes 
within the Shire (Criterion A4);
- the trees are associated closely with the pioneering Oswin family who have 
been popularised in a number of local history publications (see The Oswins, in 
`Balnarring Byways and Memories', and Mary Karney in `No rugged landscape'  
about the Oswin family) ( Criterion G1); 
- the complex is associated closely with John Oswin who served as the local 
community's municipal representative in the Victorian-era  (Criterion H1); and
- the stone pine drive is notable and rare within the State (Criterion B2);
- the stone pine row is a major landscape element within a notable conifer tree 
row area (Criterion E1);
- the associated elm row has been noted in local histories and provides a 
contributory element to the pine row, underscoring the deliberate selection of 
locally uncommon landscape trees for the property (Criterion B2, G1).

Documentation

Tree Controls Apply?: Yes

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended

Heritage Victoria Register? Recommended

Register of the National Estate Recommended

National Trust Register? Recommended

Recommendations

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the main element are the tree rows and the line of drive one of them serves.
- to conserve and enhance the trees where enhancement would include replacement of any known 
missing original components in the trees' setting;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of the trees;
- to ensure that new structures or plantings within the property are visually recessive and related to 
the existing tree in terms of species, form, size, materials and placement but expressed as a 
separate identifiable entity; 
- to maintain the trees'  link with their history, via promotion and publication of any further historical 
findings;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the trees, followed by the 
creation of an incorporated plan for the management of the property in the planning scheme.

External Paint Controls Apply? No

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? No
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References
M Carney Comments Sheet Feb 1999
Municipal Rate Book (RB);
Sutherland, A 1888. `Victoria & Its Metropolis' 
Parish Plan

Assessed By: Graeme Butler, Francine Gilfedder
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Name of place Merricks Farm Group Precinct
663

Other Names
Addres Merricks Road, Frankston Flinde

Merricks North

Map (Melway) 192E7

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): State

Creation date(s): 1862c-

3485-

Site Type: Farm group, sheep/cattle

Description:

The following are contributory places in the precinct (refer individual place report 
for details):
Minto, 3485 Frankston Flinders Road,  Merricks, c1862-,  Melway 192H11
Kalimna & farm landscape,  3649,  Frankston Flinders Road,  Merricks,  c1869-,  
Melway 257C2
Larnoo & farm landscape,  3500 Frankston Flinders Road,  Merricks,  1880s-,  
Melway 192E11
and land in CAs 40-45.
Koonoona farm complex & farm landscape,   51  Merricks Road,  Merricks 
North,  1868c-,  Melway 192E7 and land in CA35.

Description

Condition
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History
See contributory places

Three in the Frankston Flinders Road,  Merricks: 
Minto, 
This property was alienated from the Crown to Robert Patterson in the 1860s. It 
was purchased by nurseryman TC Cole of Hawthorn for his son George W Cole 
in 1874, and the Cole's brick house built there in the 1880s: there is also thought 
to be a Von Mueller association with plantations on the property.

Kalimna, 
This property was formed from CA45 and 47  (319-20 acres) Balnarring parish, 
granted to Alex Wighton who improved it and sold it to William Bowen, a 
Melbourne Collins St chemist. Conrad Kleinitz of Mossiface purchased what 
became the Kalimna part of the holding and made further improvements in the 
Edwardian-era. The Grant family held it in the 20th century and finally it was 
acquired by the Cole family in the 1930s.

Larnoo,  
This property was purchased by Robert Patterson in the 1860s who lost it to 
Thomas Cole because of a mortgage default. In the name of his son, George W 
Cole, the property was improved in the 1870s-80s. Thomas (George's son) & 
Elsie Cole had the present house built at Larnoo c1910. 

and
Koonoona farm complex & farm landscape,   51  Merricks Road,  Merricks North

In 1865 John Caldwell selected allotments 34 and 35 in the Parish of Balnarring 
on land that is now on Merricks Road, Merricks. Some time later in the 1860s he 
built Koonoona,  a wattle and pug cottage constructed with a pole frame, with 
horizontal saplings of melaleuca ericafolia  packed with pug. The cottage is 
roofed with galvanised iron tiles. (Miles Lewis Report, National Trust File) The 
cottage and a milking shed still stand today at 51 Merricks Road

History and themes

Associations: Patterson, Robert Caldwell family Cole family

Externally, good (partially disturbed, well preserved).

External Integrity
Externally, substantially intact/some intrusions.

Context
Undulating farm landscape next to Western Port Bay with exotic grasses and mature trees and tree rows.
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Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Engaging in primary production

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Developing sheep and cattle 
industries

Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme

Other PAHT Subtheme:

Statement of Significance:
Merricks Farm Group Precinct is significant to Victoria because of the 
combination of the following;
- of its long historical associations with the regionally prominent Cole family 
(Criterion H1) ;
- of its unusually (assumed) high state of preservation as a time-capsule of 
comfortable grazier's houses of the Victorian and Edwardian-eras in the region 
(Criterion D2) ;
- it has been the subject of local publications about its history and significance to 
the Mornington Peninsula (Criterion E1, G1); 
- for its role as a near unique group of properties sited on the coast which share 
an exotic farm landscape, with notable and mature tree rows,  well preserved 
buildings, picketed entry gateways, and a spectacular seaside frontage (Criterion 
B2) .

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended

Heritage Victoria Register? Recommended

Register of the National Estate Recommended

National Trust Register? Recommended

Recommendations

External Paint Controls Apply? Yes

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Rarity or distinction among a comparable group

Aesthetic importance to the community or a cultural group

A.4

B.2

E.1

332 of 529Graeme Butler & Associates, 2001 Volume 1:  Appendix 1:



Hastings District Heritage Places

References
MPS HO 296 (Hellicars site);
Balnarring parish plan  CAs 34 and 35 
Victorian Heritage Register;
National Trust of Australia;
National Estate Register Database Number: 017249 File Number: 2/18/024/0007
Bennett, B `The Old General Store': 184;
Karney, M. `No Rugged landscape' also Comments Sheet Feb 1999;
Barnard, 1999, Hastings District Heritage Study Stage One Environmental History: 10
B&DHS 1998: 42-

Documentation

Tree Controls Apply?: Yes

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the main contributory elements are the farm houses, outbuildings, mature trees, and farm 
landscape plus associated fabric from the 1860s-1920s and cited trees (see also individual place 
reports).
- to conserve and enhance these contributory elements where enhancement would include 
replacement of any known missing original components in the building or landscape;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of these contributory elements;
- to ensure that new structures within the property are visually recessive and related to the existing 
building in terms of form, size, materials and placement but expressed as a separate identifiable 
entity; 
- to ensure that new planting within the property is visually recessive and related to the existing 
landscape elements in terms of type, potential size, and placement but expressed as a separate 
identifiable entity;
- to maintain the place's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further historical 
findings;
- to further inspect the properties and demarcate significant fabric;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the property, followed by the 
creation of an incorporated plan for the management of the property in the planning scheme.

Each house and house yard could be placed in a heritage overlay (HO) and the surrounding titles 
within CAs 35, 40-45 in a design and development overlay (DDO) which specifies works controls 
ensuring retention of the traditional cultural values of the landscape by concealment of new 
buildings within traditional tree groves, rows or topography and building design which relates to 
traditional 19th century built form on the property in terms of form, bulk, materials and placement. 
Other planning scheme overlays may also apply.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler, Francine Gilfedder

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? yes

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? Yes
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Name of place Tyabb All Saints Church of England & hall, former
260

Other Names Antique shop

Addres Mornington Tyabb Road
Tyabb

Map (Melway) 148H10

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Shire

Creation date(s): 1914

Site Type: Church

Description:

This  is a gabled weatherboard and fibre-cement clad church with strapped 
gabled ends simulating half-timbering, strutted eave, corrugated iron roof, and 
notable fretted timber details at window heads and casement toplights. An 
unusual domestic character element is the bay window in the front of the 
building. The entry is via a gabled porch to the side.

The adjoining gabled weatherboard hall has been altered in detail but shares the 
general form and character of the church. There are some mature trees in the 
yard, including a Bhutan cypress.

Description

Condition
Externally, good (partially disturbed, well preserved).
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History
The Tyabb Public Hall, built in 1899 became the next site for services for both 
Anglicans and the Reorganised Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints. It 
was not until 1911 that land was purchased in Tyabb for a new Anglican Church, 
All Saints, which was built in 1914. A Parish Hall was built in 1925. All saints, 
Tyabb, was deconsecrated on 11 June 1993 and is now used as an Antique 
Centre { Barnard, 2000}.

The `Holy Trinity Hastings Jubilee Souvenir, 1884-1934'  provides some further 
information, stating that services were held in the Upper Tyabb school by the 
Rev PJT Edwards prior to using the public hall. The land purchased in 1911 was 
the result of a meeting between local parishioners, Messrs Woodhouse & Mair, 
and the land owner Dr Peacock to acquire the land for a church: Peacock sold it 
to them for £25. The Diocese gave £75 towards the new church in 1913 and 
designs were provided by a Mr Rain (presumably William Rain who is better 
known for designing Melbourne houses in the Victorian and Edwardian-eras). 
The foundation stone was to be laid by Mrs Irvine (wife of WH Irvine Flinders 
MHR) 14 February 1914 but bushfires blocking her path meant that a Miss Eva 
deputised for her. The church was opened in April 1914 and dedicated by 
Archbishop Clarke. The furnished cost was £516. 

Bishop Clarke had previously noted that extra land would be needed so that in 
1920 an extra acre was acquired for a parish hall. After initial planning in 1921 
the hall was opened in 1925. Both church and hall were lit with electricity in 1930.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Forming associations

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Making places for worship

History and themes

Associations:

Significance

William Rain

Environmental History theme Worshipping - establishment of local churches and 
congregations

Other PAHT Subtheme: Forming associations

External Integrity
Externally, substantially intact/some intrusions.

Context
The church and hall are part of the alternative Tyabb centre, near the railway station, cool store and packing shed.
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Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Statement of Significance:
The Tyabb All Saints Church of England & hall complex is significant to the 
Mornington Peninsula Shire because: 
- the church is an unusual and distinctive design and externally well preserved 
(Criterion F1);
- the church and hall have been a centre for public worship and recreation over a 
long period and are among the oldest buildings in the Tyabb township (Criterion 
A4, G1);
- the construction of the church in the Edwardian-era reflects a boom period for 
local orchardists.

Tree Controls Apply?: No

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate No

National Trust Register? Recommended

Recommendations

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the main contributory elements are the church, hall and associated fabric from the period 1914-
1920s.
- to conserve and enhance these contributory elements where enhancement would include 
replacement of any known missing original components in the building or setting;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of these contributory elements;
- to ensure that new structures within the property are visually recessive and related to the existing 
building in terms of form, size, materials and placement but expressed as a separate identifiable 
entity; 
- to maintain the place's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further historical 

External Paint Controls Apply? Yes

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? Yes

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Social significance

Design or technological achievement

A.4

G.1

F.1
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References
Barnard, 2000, Hastings District Heritage Study Stage One Environmental History: 57 cites Cole, 
`Western Port Pioneers and Preachers', chapters 2 and 3  and Valda Cole. personal 
communication
`Holy Trinity Hastings Jubilee Souvenir, 1884-1934' State Library of Victoria

Documentation

findings;
- to further inspect the property and demarcate significant interior fabric;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the property, followed by the 
creation of an incorporated plan for the management of the property in the planning scheme.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler, Francine Gilfedder
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Name of place David Grant house
264

Other Names
Addres Mornington Tyabb Road

Tyabb

Map (Melway) 148H10

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Shire

Creation date(s): 1930-1

  9

Site Type: House & garden, urban

Description:

This is a large weatherboard Californian Bungalow, with a gabled corrugated 
iron clad roof, shingled gable end, and a distinctive verandah. Two Canary 
Island palms, a circular drive, and mature trees such as the lily pilly, liquidambar, 
and an oak at the rear, provide a related setting for the house.

Mature Canary Island palms are distinctive visually as well as highly indicative of 
Edwardian-era and inter-war garden planting styles. They are also uncommon 
within the Shire compared to the broad landscape which is well populated with 
conifer rows and individual gardens which commonly exhibit trees planted after 
WW2. A number of specimens have been identified in this study because of this 
rarity within the broad landscape. Mature trees related to the construction period 

Description
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History
Historical background
`Orchards have been the most predominant land use in the Study Area, covering 
much of the land from Somerville to Red Hill. Some of the earliest selectors in 
the area, who took up their blocks in the 1860s and 1870s, planted the first fruit 
trees. Apples and pears were the main fruits grown, although berries and stone 
fruit were also grown in the Red Hill area. Many family names of original 
selectors are still associated with the study area, the descendants of the first 
selectors still continuing to work the land settled by their ancestors. Some of 
these first selectors became well-known as orchardists and nurserymen and 
played prominent local roles in establishing cool stores and community services 
in their local areas. Fruit, particularly apples, from the study area was exported 
overseas as well as catering to the domestic market...

The Victorian orchard industry expanded around the turn of the century, aided by 
a government export bonus and an encouragement planting scheme.   The 
construction of the Stony Point railway line in 1889 was an added boon to local 
orchardists as it offered accessible and regular transport to Melbourne. 
Refrigerated cool stores, which appeared in the first decades of the twentieth 
century also aided the orchard industry. By this time it was estimated that around 
60,000 cases of fruit annually were produced in the Somerville, Tyabb and 
Baxter district { Barnard, 2000}.

By 1917 there were approximately 2,070 acres of bearing trees and 999 acres of 
non bearing trees in the districts of Somerville, Tyabb and Hastings. Even in 
1960, orchards provided the main source of income in the Shire , when 
approximately 3,000 acres were still planted with apples and pears and 380,000 
cases of apples and 30,000 cases of pears were produced annually.   Pressure 
to subdivide rural land into hobby farms, residential areas and other primary 
production uses has led to a reduction in the acreage devoted to orchards in 
recent decades. Nevertheless even ten years ago a large proportion of Victoria's 
apples still came from the Mornington Peninsula. In 1988/89 the former Shire of 

History and themes

of the building aid in the period expression and cultural significance of the place 
as indicators of age and period.

Condition
Externally, good (partially disturbed, well preserved).

External Integrity
Externally, substantially intact/some intrusions.

Context
Faces the Church of England and hall, also the railway station and cool store: on of Tyabb's social centres.
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Hastings was the second most significant local government area for orchards in 
Victoria. At that time there were still 625 ha of land in the Shire devoted to 
orchards, compared with 859 in the former Shire of Lilydale {Barnard, 2000}.

Specific History 
This house was built 1930-1 for John David Grant on lot 2 (1 acre) of part CA63, 
Tyabb Parish. Grant continued to live there into the mid 1940s. Mrs Thelma 
Jouning was the owner-occupier in the 1950s. 

Grant died in 1946 aged 78, the son of James & Elizabeth Grant (nee Murray). 
He was a member and trustee of the Tyabb Progress Association in 1904 when 
part of the Tyabb Recreation reserve was acquired from the railways 
Department. He also organised fruit export to Germany and the Melbourne 
markets to help pay for the Tyabb public hall in 1908. Grant was also active in 
the erection of the Church of England at Tyabb in the Edwardian-era. He was 
chairman of the Fruit Growers Association in 1912 and gained government 
approval for the erection of the Tyabb cool store which opened in 1914. In earlier 
times, as a militia man, he was one of the Victorian Ranger's expert marksmen 
(as Lt Grant), vying with Private Firth in a contest of marksmanship in 1892. Firth 
went on to serve in the Boer War { Cole}.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Making towns to serve rural Australia

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Settling

Associations: John David Grant Thelma Jouning

Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme

Other PAHT Subtheme:

Statement of Significance:

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Association with important person or group

Good example of type

A.4

H.1

D.2

340 of 529Graeme Butler & Associates, 2001 Volume 1:  Appendix 1:



Hastings District Heritage Places

The David Grant house at Tyabb is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire 
because: 
- it has along association with the David Grant who was prominent within the 
region's orchard industry (Criterion H1);
- It is a large and well preserved example of a suburban villa, and its landscape 
setting,  erected in the inter-war period within the Shire (Criterion A4, D2).

References
Barnard, 2000, Hastings District Heritage Study Stage One Environmental History
Municipal Rate Book (RB) 
Parish Plan 
Cole: 140, 143, 146, 211

Documentation

Tree Controls Apply?: Yes

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate No

National Trust Register? Recommended

Recommendations

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the main contributory elements are the house and cited trees plus associated fabric from the period 
1930s.
- to conserve and enhance these contributory elements where enhancement would include 
replacement of any known missing original components in the building or its setting;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of these contributory elements;
- to ensure that new structures within the property are visually recessive and related to the existing 
building in terms of form, size, materials and placement but expressed as a separate identifiable 
entity; 
- to maintain the place's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further historical 
findings;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the property, followed by the 
creation of an incorporated plan for the management of the property in the planning scheme.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler, Francine Gilfedder

External Paint Controls Apply? Yes

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? Yes
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Name of place Drill Hall, HMAS Cerberus site (demolished)
162

Other Names
Addres Nelson Road

HMAS Cerberus

Map (Melway) 194H2

History

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Regional

Creation date(s): 1916

111

Site Type: Defence base - naval

History and themes

Description:

Demolished

Description

Condition
Demolished

External Integrity
Demolished

Context
Once the focus of the parade ground.
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Historical background 

In 1910 Admiral Henderson, reporting to the Federal Government on the best 
sites in Australia for Naval Bases, suggested Hann's Inlet as the site for a 
Destroyer and Submarine Base. The Federal Government purchased 4,000 
acres in 1911 and planned to build accommodation for 2000 men to man the 
base and torpedo school. However, it was not until 1913 that work began on 
constructing the base. When it was officially opened in 1920, it had been 
changed from a base to a depot, named Flinders Naval Depot, but by 1921 the 
name was changed to HMAS Cerberus { Barnard, 2000}.

World War Two necessitated the erection of many temporary buildings to cope 
with the great influx of personnel requiring training. An Officers' Training School 
operated between 1942 and 1945 { Barnard, 2000}. 

Many of the temporary wartime buildings were replaced after 1950 and new 
facilities added, including a cinema, senior sailor's mess, gymnasium, 
seamanship school, updated wharf facilities… Bluestone taken from the old 
police station was later used to build memorial entrance gates at HMAS 
Cerberus in the 1930s {  Barnard, 2000}. 

Many of the historic structures at HMAS Cerberus  have been added to the 
Register of the National Estate'  {  Barnard, 2000}.

This drill hall was erected in 1916 as part of the first phase of building in 
preparation for training during World War One. The building was recorded by the 
National Trust of Australia (Vic) and identified for retention as part of the Parade 
Ground Conservation Area in the Dept. of Housing & Construction Conservation 
Study of the complex but has since been demolished.

When it was built it was the largest public hall in the Shire.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Providing for the common defence

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Preparing to face invasion

Associations: Australian Government

Significance

Murdoch, J S ??

Environmental History theme

Other PAHT Subtheme:
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Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Statement of Significance:
Demolished

References
Barnard, 2000, Hastings District Heritage Study Stage One Environmental History
RAIA 20th Century Architecture Register cites 73
National Trust of Australia file
Dept. of Housing & Construction (DHC) Conservation Study 1981 and extensions 1985 summary.

Documentation

Tree Controls Apply?: No

Planning Scheme Protection? No

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate No (was part group)

National Trust Register? No (was part group)

Recommendations

Recommendation
Demolished

Assessed By: Graeme Butler

External Paint Controls Apply? No

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? No

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Social significance

Design or technological achievement

A.4

G.1

F.1
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Name of place Our Lady Star of the Sea, Memorial Chapel  Flinders 
Naval Depot
163

Other Names Catholic Church,  HMAS Cerberus

Addres Nelson Road
HMAS Cerberus

Map (Melway) 194H2

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): State

Creation date(s): 1946-8

113

Site Type: Church

Description:

This church is designed in the Early English manner, with squat proportions, 
rough stone cladding, small vertical windows and square castellated bell tower 
with louvred openings. By way of contrast with traditional materials, the roof is 
clad with a glazed variegated French pattern terra-cotta tile. Multiple intersecting 
gabled bays mark side chapels placed along the nave while the main gable, 
facing east, has a rose window as its main decorative element. 

The interior was described in the 1980s heritage assessment as `particularly 
evocative' and appears to be close to the original concept. `The roof is 
supported on hammerbeam trusses and the ceiling lined with mountain ash. The 

Description
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History
Historical background 
`In 1910 Admiral Henderson, reporting to the Federal Government on the best 
sites in Australia for Naval Bases, suggested Hann's Inlet as the site for a 
Destroyer and Submarine Base. The Federal Government purchased 4,000 
acres in 1911 and planned to build accommodation for 2000 men to man the 
base and torpedo school. However, it was not until 1913 that work began on 
constructing the base. When it was officially opened in 1920, it had been 
changed from a base to a depot, named Flinders Naval Depot, but by 1921 the 
name was changed to HMAS Cerberus.
World War Two necessitated the erection of many temporary buildings to cope 
with the great influx of personnel requiring training. An Officers' Training School 
operated between 1942 and 1945. Many of the temporary wartime buildings 
were replaced after 1950 and new facilities added, including a cinema, senior 
sailor's mess, gymnasium, seamanship school, updated wharf facilities… 
Bluestone taken from the old police station was later used to build memorial 
entrance gates at HMAS Cerberus in the 1930s. { ibid.} 
Many of the historic structures at HMAS Cerberus  have been added to the 
Register of the National Estate.'  { ibid.}

Specific history 
Prior to the erection of this church and nearby St Mark's, services on the base 
were held in a small chapel within the drill hall (demolished) which was also used 
for recreational pursuits, such as dances, films and physical training.  The altar 
from this chapel is now in the base museum but other elements  were relocated 
to St Mark's. These included five stained glass windows ( now in the side chapel) 

History and themes

walls are rendered with a self-coloured cement render marked out as ashlar. 
The stained glass windows have quatrefoil decoration'. The chapel holds up to 
3000 persons. 

The church backs on to a row of mature Monterey cypress but the forecourt is 
plain concrete. These mature trees relate to the construction period of the 
building and aid in the period expression and cultural significance of the place as 
indicators of age and period.

Condition
Externally, excellent (undisturbed, well-preserved).

External Integrity
Externally, intact/minimal intrusions.

Context
Set in the formal margin of the parade ground, beside another similarly styled church and near mature trees.
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and several Opus Sectile Mosaic tablets (now in bell tower room).

Titled as the `First Building of its Kind in Any Naval Depot in Australia', this 
national memorial chapel was designed in memory of those of the RAN who died 
in WW1 And WW2 by prolific Catholic Church architect, PJ O'Connor & J 
Brophy. This was in 1946 just after the cessation of WW2. Then the 250-300 
seat chapel  was estimated to cost between £8000 and £10,000. 

The stone mason was Lodge Brothers (Tally-ho stone) and the builder was WA 
Medbury of Oakleigh: the foundation stone was laid in October 1946 some 
weeks after work had started on the site. The foreman was J Heath. An 
illustration was published in 1947 of a stained glass window proposed for the 
church as a memorial to the men lost on HMAS Sydney: it was being created by 
Brooks Robinson P/L and paid for (£100) by Mr & Mrs Mulcahy whose son was 
among the fallen. Donations came in for the 60 amber glass windows in the 
church (each with a religious emblem and costing about £5 each).  `The 
Advocate' included a number of articles and photographs of the church during 
construction, also announcing some delays in the opening date.

`The Advocate' headline in October 1948 stated `Beautiful Chapel Opened at 
Naval Depot'. Among the many distinguished onlookers at the opening (which 
included Sir Edmund Herring, the Minister of the Navy Mr Riordan, and Arthur 
Calwell then Minister for Information), Archbishop Mannix caused some mirth by 
stating that if he not become an archbishop he would have surely joined the 
navy. Mannix also noted that the local parish priest Fr Roche had not started the 
campaign to build the church but had done a great deal of the work towards its 
realisation. The cost had been near £30,000. 

Some of the funding had been raised by the Queensland Catholic United 
Services Auxiliary, the Catholic Welfare Organisation and the Catholic Welfare 
Naval Auxiliary at functions such as a cabaret ball at St Kilda which raised £500, 
the Cup Eve Dance Middle Park and a House Party held at the Ferguson 
residence, Crib Point. There was also the Half-a-Million Shillings Appeal 
headlined in `The Advocate' as needed to build a Catholic Chapel as the 
`Nation's Memorial to the Navy Dead'.  Money came from all over Australia to aid 
the fund and subscriptions were published frequently in `The Advocate'. Money 
also came from international sources, including the Los Angeles actor and 
crooner Bing Crosby who gave $50 (£15).

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Forming associations

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

Associations: Catholic Church  PJ O'Connor & J Brop
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PAHT Subtheme: Making places for worship

Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme Worshipping - establishment of local churches and 
congregations

Other PAHT Subtheme: Preparing to face invasion

Statement of Significance:
Our Lady Star of the Sea, Memorial Chapel  Flinders Naval Depot (now HMAS 
Cerberus) is significant to the nation because: 
-its was the first national memorial chapel built for the Catholic Faith in memory of 
the maritime service personnel (Royal Australian Navy)  who served in both WW1 
and WW2 (Criterion B2, A4);
-its construction reflects the huge financial input from national and international 
sources towards the memorial (Criterion A4);
- its construction also reflects the great achievement of the Catholic Welfare 
Organisation who organised the funding of its construction (Criterion A4);
- of its major architectural and historical presence within the nationally prominent 
HMAS Cerberus naval base, providing a marked contrast to the more utilitarian 
designs at the base and a cultural focus for those who come to the base ( Criteria 
F1, E1, A3);
- as a highly articulated, well preserved and successful design, inside and out,  
from O'Connor & Brophy who have a long association with Catholic church 
architecture ( Criterion F1, H1);
- as a part of a special visual and cultural environment created by the two 
churches and the landscape associated with them, in the form of mature trees, 
paving and bedding ( Criterion B2) .

Heritage Victoria Register? Recommended

Register of the National Estate Recommended (part group currently)

National Trust Register? Recommended (part group currently)

Recommendations

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Design or technological achievement

Social significance

A.4

F.1

G.1
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References
RAIA 20th Century Architecture Register cites 73;
National Trust of Australia file
`The Advocate' index: number of articles and photos 31/12/1947, 14/10/48, 7/10/48, 27/5/48, 
3/12/47, 27/8/47.

Documentation

Tree Controls Apply?: Yes

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended (once privately owned)

Recommendation
The land is owned by the Commonwealth and is thus not subject to State law. Council could include
the place in the planning scheme in readiness for any change of ownership and/or seek assurances 
from the Commonwealth that the place will be protected. Registration on the National Estate 
Register ensures referral to the Australian Heritage Commission but their recommendations are not 
binding.

The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the main contributory elements are the church and cited trees plus associated fabric from the period
1940s-50s.
- to conserve and enhance these contributory elements where enhancement would include 
replacement of any known missing original components in the building or its setting;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of these contributory elements;
- to ensure that new structures within the property are visually recessive and related to the existing 
building in terms of form, size, materials and placement but expressed as a separate identifiable 
entity; 
- to maintain the place's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further historical 
findings;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the property, followed by the 
creation of an incorporated plan for the management of the property in the planning scheme.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler

External Paint Controls Apply? Yes

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? Yes

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? Yes
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Name of place Memorial Chapel of St Mark, HMAS Cerberus
164

Other Names Protestant Chapel

Addres Nelson Road
HMAS Cerberus

Map (Melway) 194H2

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): State

Creation date(s): 1954

114

Site Type: Church

Description:

This is a highly articulated Gothic revival design, using Williams' favoured 
Norman square bell-tower but here located at the end of a small chapel wing or 
bell tower room, visually detached from the main entry, with its gabled nave roof 
and tall pointed-arch window form. On the other side of the entry are two further 
bays, the last one being rounded in the French manner. The cruciform floor plan 
is formed by transverse wings further west along the nave. Vertical lancet like 
windows are used in the tower and the side chapels as echoed by the 
perpendicular mode of the coloured glazing in the main east window. The roof is 
clad with glazed Marseilles pattern terra-cotta tiles.

The lofty nave interior resembles a great hall in the medieval tradition, with 

Description
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History
Historical background 
In 1910 Admiral Henderson, reporting to the Federal Government on the best 
sites in Australia for Naval Bases, suggested Hann's Inlet as the site for a 
Destroyer and Submarine Base. The Federal Government purchased 4,000 
acres in 1911 and planned to build accommodation for 2000 men to man the 
base and torpedo school. However, it was not until 1913 that work began on 
constructing the base. When it was officially opened in 1920, it had been 
changed from a base to a depot, named Flinders Naval Depot, but by 1921 the 
name was changed to HMAS Cerberus.
World War Two necessitated the erection of many temporary buildings to cope 
with the great influx of personnel requiring training. An Officers' Training School 
operated between 1942 and 1945. Many of the temporary wartime buildings 
were replaced after 1950 and new facilities added, including a cinema, senior 
sailor's mess, gymnasium, seamanship school, updated wharf facilities… 
Bluestone taken from the old police station was later used to build memorial 
entrance gates at HMAS Cerberus in the 1930s. Many of the historic structures 
at HMAS Cerberus  have been added to the Register of the National Estate { 
Barnard, 2000}.

Specific history 

History and themes

exposed stained  timber trusses, purlins and cover straps to the ceiling cladding. 
Long pendant hexagonal-section glass lanterns are used to light the nave. An 
intricate rose-form stained glass window is over the altar. Walls are face brick 
dado and plaster above. Custom made furniture is evident in the church, in the 
Arts & Crafts manner, as seen in timber pews in the nave and chairs within the 
Treacey Memorial side chapel. 

The memorial glass, tablets and Colours displayed are all impressive, being for 
both wars. The memorial windows include that to lost ships of the WW2 
Destroyer Class, the WW1 memorial provided by the RAN Reserves; and the 
tablets include the Dumaresqu memorial and that to the pacific Expedition 
Forces, WW1.

Condition
Excellent (undisturbed, well-preserved).

External Integrity
Intact/minimal intrusions.

Context
The church is located to the north of the Catholic church and bordering the parade ground. On the north is a group of 
mature ornamental trees, most with labels and on the south is the memorial garden. The two churches form a distinctive 
setting which is visually separate from but physically adjoining  the parade ground.
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Prior to the erection of the nearby Catholic church and St Mark's, services on the 
base were held in a small chapel within the drill hall (demolished) which was also 
used for recreational pursuits, such as dances, films and physical training.  The 
altar from this chapel is now in the base museum but other elements  were 
relocated to St Mark's. These included five stained glass windows ( now in the 
side chapel) and several Opus Sectile Mosaic tablets (now in bell tower room).
 
This church was designed as a memorial to members of the RAN who died in the 
two great wars by the noted architect, Louis Williams and is among his last 
works. Williams designed numerous buildings for the Anglican Church during his 
career. The foundation stone also notes the contribution of Alice Treacey 
towards incorporating a memorial to her husband, Paymaster Capt.. Alfred 
Treacey. 

The foundation stone of the church was laid 4 April 1950 by the Governor 
General, William John McKell, with the building contract sum of £75,000 largely 
raised by public subscription.  The Governor of Victoria, General Sir Dallas 
Brooks, opened the chapel and its dedication was performed 15 May 1954 by 
the Archbishop of Melbourne, the Moderator General of the Methodist Church in 
association with the President General of the Methodist Church {DHC}. 

Judged in the Conservation Study of 1981- as having form and massing 
`superior to that of O'Connor & Brophy's Catholic Chapel',  the building was 
faced with the same `Tally-ho' Warrandyte freestone as that of the earlier 
Catholic church and adopted a similar modern Gothic style. The study noted the 
bright cream brick-lined interior and the numerous memorials which included 
coloured glass windows, a sail from the HMAS Perth, a perpetual light, service 
colours, plus various flags and ensigns. The study also noted the large number 
of (mainly Anglican) churches designed by Williams, most following the Arts & 
Crafts manner in a stripped or modern Gothic. The study also states that 
Williams claimed the earlier Catholic Church on the base was a copy of his 
design { DHC}.

The battle ensigns or Colours approved for the naval service by reigning 
monarch of the time have been placed in the bell tower room of the church as 
they were replaced by new approved Colours. They include: King's Colours, as 
approved by Kings George V and George V1, the original Queen's Colour and 
the 1967 White Ensign Colour (approved by Elizabeth II). The stained glass 
includes memorials to the crews of HMAS Perth, Sydney,  Hobart,  Australia, 
Parramatta, Yarra, and Canberra among others. Tablets commemorate men of 
the RAN destroyer Flotilla (WW1), a 1926 tablet to Rear Admiral John Dumaresq 
(killed in action 1922), first Australian born to command an Australian fleet, and 
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Comm. FC Darley who was the first CO of the Flinders naval depot. The ship's 
bell from HMAS Australia is used for baptisms.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Forming associations

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Making places for worship

Associations: Protestant churches Treacey, Alfred & Alice

Significance

Williams, Louis R

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme Worshipping - establishment of local churches and 
congregations

Other PAHT Subtheme: Preparing to face invasion

Statement of Significance:
Memorial Chapel of St Mark, HMAS Cerberus, and its environs, as a 
combination, are significant to Victoria and Australia because:
- of its special role within the nation in the commemoration of those of the 
Protestant faiths who served in both great wars among the Royal Australian Navy 
( Criterion A4, B2, G1);
- as a major architectural and historical presence within the nationally prominent 
Cerberus naval base, providing a marked contrast to the more utilitarian designs 
at the base and a cultural focus for those who come to the base ( Criterion F1, 
E1, A3);
- as a highly articulated, well preserved and successful design from Louis 
Williams whose long and distinguished career with church architecture extended 
from the beginning o the 20th century ( Criterion F1, H1);
- for the excellence of the memorials, tablets, glass, Colours and custom-made 
fitments within the church ( Criterion F1) ;
- as a part of a special visual and cultural environment created by the two 
churches and the landscape associated with them, in the form of mature trees, 
paving and bedding ( Criterion B2) .

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Richness and diversity of cultural features

Association with important events or historical themes

Design or technological achievement

Social significance

A.3

A.4

F.1

G.1

H.1 Association with important person or group
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References
RAIA 20th Century Architecture Register cites 73
L Williams collection, State Library of Victoria picture collection
Dept. of Housing & Construction Conservation Study 1981 and extensions 1985 summary, site 114 
(DHC) cites original drawings, Judy Trimble thesis on Williams, Monash Univ., a pamphlet for the 
opening, and early photos.
National Trust of Australia (Vic) file;
`The Memorial Chapel of St Mark HMAS Cerberus' pamphlet

Documentation

Tree Controls Apply?: No

Planning Scheme Protection? recommended

Heritage Victoria Register? recommended

Register of the National Estate Recommended (part group currently)

National Trust Register? Recommended (part group currently)

Recommendations

Recommendation
The land is owned by the Commonwealth and is thus not subject to State law. Council could include
the place in the planning scheme in readiness for any change of ownership and/or seek assurances 
from the Commonwealth that the place will be protected. Registration on the National Estate 
Register ensures referral to the Australian Heritage Commission but their recommendations are not 
binding.

The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the contributory elements include  the church and landscape:

- to conserve and enhance the Church and its setting where enhancement would include 
replacement of any known missing original components in the building  or setting;
- to conserve and enhance the visual relationship between the above contributory elements at the 
place and the adjoining identified places within the base, particularly the Catholic church;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of these contributory elements;
- to ensure that new structures within the place are visually recessive and related in terms of form, 
size, materials and placement but are distinguishable on close inspection from the original 
elements; 
- to maintain the place's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further historical 
findings.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler

External Paint Controls Apply? Yes

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? Yes

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? Yes
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Name of place Merricks North Cool Store, now The Barn
362

Other Names
Addres Old Bittern Dromana Road

Merricks North

Map (Melway) 162D11

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Shire

Creation date(s): 1948-, 1950?

 51, 5

Site Type: Orchard packing shed/cool store

Description:

This large gabled building has a corrugated asbestos roof, weatherboard and 
fibre cement walls and related out-buildings. Some windows have been replaced 
and there is an added section to the side but otherwise the exterior is well 
preserved.

The interior still has the refrigeration pipes, jarrah and ash floors, and corrugated 
iron with visible dates of 1947 (Lysaght Queens Head Australia brand'). Thee 
are also stencilled numbers on the internal boarding.

Description

Condition
good (partially disturbed, well preserved)

External Integrity

355 of 529Graeme Butler & Associates, 2001 Volume 1:  Appendix 1:



Hastings District Heritage Places

History
Historical background
`Orchards have been the most predominant land use in the Study Area, covering 
much of the land from Somerville to Red Hill. Some of the earliest selectors in 
the area, who took up their blocks in the 1860s and 1870s, planted the first fruit 
trees. Apples and pears were the main fruits grown, although berries and stone 
fruit were also grown in the Red Hill area. Many family names of original 
selectors are still associated with the study area, the descendants of the first 
selectors still continuing to work the land settled by their ancestors. Some of 
these first selectors became well-known as orchardists and nurserymen and 
played prominent local roles in establishing cool stores and community services 
in their local areas. Fruit, particularly apples, from the study area was exported 
overseas as well as catering to the domestic market.
The Shepherd family were amongst those who selected land in the Parish of 
Tyabb. W.H.. Shepherd took up block 14 Parish of Tyabb in the 1860s and 
planted an orchard. In 1886 the Shepherd family  were one of four local 
orchardists to exhibit fruit at the Colonial and Indian Exhibition in London. The 
other three were William Brunning, J. Holt And Thomas Thornell. In the 1940s 
the Shepherd family operation moved to Moorooduc, when they purchased part 
of the old Two Bays Nursery. The Shepherd family continue to operate this fruit 
and exotic tree nursery. 
The Victorian orchard industry expanded around the turn of the century, aided by 
a government export bonus and an encouragement planting scheme.   The 
construction of the Stony Point railway line in 1889 was an added boon to local 
orchardists as it offered accessible and regular transport to Melbourne. 
Refrigerated cool stores, which appeared in the first decades of the twentieth 
century also aided the orchard industry. By this time it was estimated that around 
60,000 cases of fruit annually were produced in the Somerville, Tyabb and 
Baxter district { Barnard, 2000}.

By 1917 there were approximately 2,070 acres of bearing trees and 999 acres of 
non bearing trees in the districts of Somerville, Tyabb and Hastings. Even in 
1960, orchards provided the main source of income in the Shire , when 
approximately 3,000 acres were still planted with apples and pears and 380,000 
cases of apples and 30,000 cases of pears were produced annually.   Pressure 
to subdivide rural land into hobby farms, residential areas and other primary 

History and themes

substantially intact/some intrusions

Context
It is sited on an old road alignment near large orchard and former orchard areas, with associated Monterey pine rows and 
groups, and Fenton Hall. There is a large packing shed to the east.
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production uses has led to a reduction in the acreage devoted to orchards in 
recent decades. Nevertheless even ten years ago a large proportion of Victoria's 
apples still came from the Mornington Peninsula. In 1988/89 the former Shire of 
Hastings was the second most significant local government area for orchards in 
Victoria. At that time there were still 625 ha of land in the Shire devoted to 
orchards, compared with 859 in the former Shire of Lilydale { Barnard, 2000}.  

Cool stores
`The discovery of refrigeration and its uses was a great boon to the orcharding 
industry in Victoria as it allowed orchardists to store their fruit locally and market 
it over a longer period of time than was possible previously. Prior to the 
introduction of refrigerated cool stores in Victoria in the first two decades of the 
twentieth century, some orchardists used underground pits on their own 
properties to store fruit.  Between 1905 and 1914 a number of the first 
government and private fruit cool stores were built in Victoria's fruit growing 
areas. Four government cool stores were built in the state at this time. The 
Government Cool store at Tyabb was built in 1914. In 1915, however, legislation 
was passed allowing financial assistance for growers to build their own co-
operative cool stores. The already existing government cool stores, such as at 
Tyabb, were sold co-operatives at this time.  Co-operative stores were built at 
Somerville, Hastings, Merricks North and Red Hill { Barnard, 2000}.

Merricks North
`Red Hill's first co-operative cool store opened in May 1920. It was destroyed by 
fire in 1929, but soon replaced by a larger one.   A packing shed was 
constructed  in 1927. Merricks North Cool Store was a subsidiary to the one at 
Red Hill. It was built in 1948.'  { ibid.}

This is confirmed by rate records which list the Red Hill Co-operative Cool Stores 
Ltd of 486 Collins St, Melbourne as the owner-occupier of part of CA13A and a 
new cool store in 1947-8. The annual value of the property increased from £150 
in 1949 to £250 in 1950 indicating additions. Drawings and a specification 
survives for the erection of the cool store. The drawings are dated November 
1945, the construction evidently awaiting the end of WW2. The architect was LA 
Young of Box Hill and the plans provided for expansion. The all-important 
insulation consisted of Malthoid insulating paper, with Canite wall sheeting and 
`dry buzzer' wood shavings tightly rammed in the floors, walls, ceilings of the 4 
cooling chambers, with chamber wall thicknesses of 6" internally and 12" 
externally. The roof was to clad with corrugated Fibrolite. A contract of sale also 
survives with Mrs G Burton who sold the land to the co-operative, as prepared by 
EW Olley solicitors.

Associations: Red Hill Co-operative LA Young
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Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Engaging in primary production

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Fruit growing

Cool Stores Ltd

Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme orchards and coolstores

Other PAHT Subtheme:

Statement of Significance:
The Barn, former Merricks North Cool Store is significant to the Mornington 
Peninsula Region because:
- it is a large example of a commercial cool store which are now rare reminders of 
the much depleted orcharding industry which was once dominant within the State 
(Criterion A4, B2, D2);
- it is part of a group of early civic, farming, landscape and commercial sites sited 
near the Merricks and Bittern-Dromana roads corner, as an expression of the 
heart of a small rural community  (Criterion A3).

Tree Controls Apply?: No

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate No

National Trust Register? Recommended

Recommendations

External Paint Controls Apply? No

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? Yes

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? Yes

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Social significance

Good example of type

Richness and diversity of cultural features

A.4

G.1

D.2

A.3
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References
source stated: Mrs Matchetor (?), local builder's wife
HS;
A Cairns Comments Sheet Feb 1999
Mary Karney, Balnarring Historical Society, The Story of Fenton Hall, p.9
Municipal Rate Books (RB) 
local newspaper description March 1948

Documentation

Recommendation
The following general management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance 
where the contributory elements at the site are the building and associated fabric from or near its 
construction date.

- to conserve and enhance the place where enhancement would include replacement of any known 
missing original or early components in the building exterior or setting;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of the place;
- to ensure that new works within the place are visually recessive and related to the house in terms 
of form, size, materials and placement and do not obscure original significant external fabric; 
- to maintain the place's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further historical 
findings;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the  site, followed by the 
creation of an incorporated plan for better management in the planning scheme.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler, Francine Gilfedder
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Name of place John Brunning & Sons complex, trees
205

Other Names
Addres ONeills Road

Tyabb East

Map (Melway) 149B8

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Shire

Creation date(s): 1931c-

 48, 4

Site Type: Orchard complex

Description:

An extensive corrugated iron and weatherboard clad, gabled cool store & 
packing shed is set close to the road on the east of the orchard complex.  
Around the main gabled form is a corrugated iron clad,  skillion roof access way 
and loading platform.  Orchard plantings are behind this section of the complex.

Next on the west is an inter-war gabled weatherboard and fibre-cement sheet 
clad Bungalow style house (48), with a corrugated iron clad roof and Canary 
Island palm  in the front yard. 

Another tiled roof weatherboard  inter-war house  (48A) is to the west of this, 
with two mature Canary Island palms, camellias, a weeping birch, and a Bhutan 

Description
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History
Historical background

Orchards have been the most predominant land use in the Study Area, covering 
much of the land from Somerville to Red Hill. Some of the earliest selectors in 
the area, who took up their blocks in the 1860s and 1870s, planted the first fruit 
trees. Apples and pears were the main fruits grown, although berries and stone 
fruit were also grown in the Red Hill area. Many family names of original 
selectors are still associated with the study area, the descendants of the first 
selectors still continuing to work the land settled by their ancestors. Some of 
these first selectors became well-known as orchardists and nurserymen and 
played prominent local roles in establishing cool stores and community services 
in their local areas. Fruit, particularly apples, from the study area was exported 
overseas as well as catering to the domestic market { Barnard, 2000}.

The Shepherd family were amongst those who selected land in the Parish of 
Tyabb. W.H.. Shepherd took up block 14 Parish of Tyabb in the 1860s and 
planted an orchard. In 1886 the Shepherd family  were one of four local 
orchardists to exhibit fruit at the Colonial and Indian Exhibition in London. The 
other three were William Brunning, J. Holt And Thomas Thornell. In the 1940s 
the Shepherd family operation moved to Moorooduc, when they purchased part 
of the old Two Bays Nursery. The Shepherd family continue to operate this fruit 

History and themes

cypress as part of the house garden. 

Both houses are painted in colours related to their construction period.

Mature Canary Island palms are distinctive visually as well as highly indicative of 
Edwardian-era and inter-war garden planting styles. They are also uncommon 
within the Shire compared to the broad landscape which is well populated with 
conifer rows and individual gardens which commonly exhibit trees planted after 
WW2. A number of specimens have been identified in this study because of this 
rarity within the broad landscape. Mature trees related to the construction 
periods of the buildings aid in the period expression and cultural significance of 
the place as indicators of age and period.

Condition
Externally, good (partially disturbed, well preserved).

External Integrity
Externally, substantially intact/some intrusions.

Context
Set in flat open farming land.
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and exotic tree nursery. 
The Victorian orchard industry expanded around the turn of the century, aided by 
a government export bonus and an encouragement planting scheme.   The 
construction of the Stony Point railway line in 1889 was an added boon to local 
orchardists as it offered accessible and regular transport to Melbourne. 
Refrigerated cool stores, which appeared in the first decades of the twentieth 
century also aided the orchard industry. By this time it was estimated that around 
60,000 cases of fruit annually were produced in the Somerville, Tyabb and 
Baxter district { Barnard, 2000}.

By 1917 there were approximately 2,070 acres of bearing trees and 999 acres of 
non bearing trees in the districts of Somerville, Tyabb and Hastings. Even in 
1960, orchards provided the main source of income in the Shire , when 
approximately 3,000 acres were still planted with apples and pears and 380,000 
cases of apples and 30,000 cases of pears were produced annually.   Pressure 
to subdivide rural land into hobby farms, residential areas and other primary 
production uses has led to a reduction in the acreage devoted to orchards in 
recent decades. Nevertheless even ten years ago a large proportion of Victoria's 
apples still came from the Mornington Peninsula. In 1988/89 the former Shire of 
Hastings was the second most significant local government area for orchards in 
Victoria. At that time there were still 625 ha of land in the Shire devoted to 
orchards, compared with 859 in the former Shire of Lilydale { Barnard, 2000}. 

Specific history 
This site has been owned by the Brunning family since the mid 1890s, the owner 
being John Brunning  on 117 acres, CA 39 Tyabb parish in 1894-5 { RB}.  The 
1891 Black plan shows the road dotted in as an unformed  track with no 
buildings or cultivation plots. King's pre-emptive right was at the west end of this 
road.

William (Thomas William) & George Brunning were the occupiers in the mid 
1920s: the previous rate listings after WW1 having been for John Brunning & 
Sons. The first mention in rate books of a house or buildings was in the early 
1930s, under Thomas & George Brunning, with a  `house' listed on one lot (pt 
39, 112 acres), and a cool store and two houses on another (part 39). They also 
owned lots 1, 2, 6, 12, 13 (LP 3223) of CA37, being 100 acres. Later descriptions 
included 4 acres with the cool store and houses group and `135 acres orchard'.  
In the mid 1940s, George Brunning held the 112 acre lot with a house while the 
partnership had the other holdings.

The 1957 aerial views of this area show extensive orchard planting on both sides 
of the east end of the road (to the east of this site), with a continuous conifer 
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hedge along parts of the north and south sides. The complex is shown as it is 
today with the packing shed and two houses, facing some remnant native forest 
across the road. 

Leila Shaw (nee Brunning) recalls that one of these houses (48) was built for 
Brunning's cool store manager and is set closer to the road and the cool store & 
packing shed { L Shaw, 2001}. She remembers that the cool store was built by 
John Brunning & Sons in 1931 with a 9000 fruit case capacity. It has a perimeter 
skillion roofed access-way and loading platform serving the cooling chambers, 
the fruit grading machine, packing area, office, and fruit case store within. Cases 
of fruit were loaded to and from vehicles using hand trolleys. Fruit was emptied 
into the graders which separated them into evenly sized groups for packing into 
standard cases { Shaw, 2001}. The cool store engine and engine room are well 
preserved and were innovatory for the time although the cooling tower, which 
stood externally near the engine room, has been removed { Shaw, 2001}.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Engaging in primary production

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Fruit growing

Associations: Thomas & George 
Brunning

Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme orchards and coolstores

Other PAHT Subtheme:

Statement of Significance:
John Brunning & Sons orchard and cool store complex, and garden trees are 
significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire because:
- the houses, packing shed & cool store are well preserved and in their landscape 
setting and thus express well the orchard theme in the Shire (Criterion A4);
- the Canary Island palms are distinctive for their maturity among exotic trees in 

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Association with important person or group

Design or technological achievement

A.4

H.1

F.1
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the area (Criterion B2);   
- the cool store and engine are of note for an innovatory solution to private fruit 
storage in the inter-war period (Criterion F1); and
- the complex is linked with the Brunning name which is closely associated with 
the pioneering of orchards on the Peninsula (Criterion H1).

References
Shaw, L  Comments Sheet Feb 1999;
Shaw, L 1998: 279 George Brunning;
Shaw, L 1999: notes on draft re cool store engine room;
Municipal Rate Book Frankston & Hastings Shire (RB) 
Parish Plan
Shaw, L 2001, comments on final draft dated 30 May (2001)

Documentation

Tree Controls Apply?: Yes

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate No

National Trust Register? Recommended

Recommendations

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the main contributory elements are the houses, cool store and packing shed and cited trees plus 
associated fabric from the 1930s period.
- to conserve and enhance these contributory elements where enhancement would include 
replacement of any known missing original components in the buildings or their setting;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of these contributory elements;
- to ensure that new structures within the property are visually recessive and related to the existing 
building in terms of form, size, materials and placement but expressed as a separate identifiable 
entity; 
- to maintain the place's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further historical 
findings;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the property, followed by the 
creation of an incorporated plan for the management of the property in the planning scheme.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler, Francine Gilfedder

External Paint Controls Apply? Yes

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? Yes

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? Yes
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Name of place Paringa Road orchard group precinct
659

Other Names Red Hill Railway Estate orchards

Addres Paringa Road
Red Hill South

Map (Melway) 191D10

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Local

Creation date(s): 1922-1930s

off

Site Type: Orchard group

Description:

The following contributory places in the Paringa Road orchard group precinct are 
from the 1920s-30s :
Farm house,   31  Paringa Road,  Red Hill South,  1920s?,  Melway 191E9:
-weatherboard and A/C cottage, simple, Monterey pine row on south side;
Orchard complex,   31 Paringa Road,  Red Hill South,  Melway 191D9:
-packing shed cool store, A/C; Monterey pines;
Farm house,   42-44  Paringa Road,  Red Hill South,  1920s,  Melway 191D10:
-weatherboard and A/C;
Paringa Park,   38  Paringa Road,  Red Hill South,  Melway 191D10:
-weatherboard and A/C farm house;
Orchard complex,   30  Paringa Road,  Red Hill South,  1950s,  Melway 191E10:

Description
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History
Historical background

Orchards have been the most predominant land use in the Study Area, covering 
much of the land from Somerville to Red Hill. Some of the earliest selectors in 
the area, who took up their blocks in the 1860s and 1870s, planted the first fruit 
trees. Apples and pears were the main fruits grown, although berries and stone 
fruit were also grown in the Red Hill area. Many family names of original 
selectors are still associated with the study area, the descendants of the first 
selectors still continuing to work the land settled by their ancestors. Some of 
these first selectors became well-known as orchardists and nurserymen and 
played prominent local roles in establishing cool stores and community services 
in their local areas. Fruit, particularly apples, from the study area was exported 
overseas as well as catering to the domestic market { Barnard, 2000}. 

By 1917 there were approximately 2,070 acres of bearing trees and 999 acres of 
non bearing trees in the districts of Somerville, Tyabb and Hastings. Even in 
1960, orchards provided the main source of income in the Shire , when 
approximately 3,000 acres were still planted with apples and pears and 380,000 
cases of apples and 30,000 cases of pears were produced annually.   Pressure 
to subdivide rural land into hobby farms, residential areas and other primary 
production uses has led to a reduction in the acreage devoted to orchards in 
recent decades. Nevertheless even ten years ago a large proportion of Victoria's 
apples still came from the Mornington Peninsula. In 1988/89 the former Shire of 
Hastings was the second most significant local government area for orchards in 

History and themes

-A/C packing shed with orchard house nearby;
Orchard complex,    8  Paringa Road,  Red Hill South,  1930c,  Melway 191G10:
- cool store packing shed complex with weatherboard and A/C farm house; 
Farm house,   29  Paringa Road,  Red Hill South,  1920s,  Melway 191E10:
-weatherboard and A/C altered farm house
Orchard complex,  35  Paringa Road,  Red Hill South,  Melway 191D10:
-east side, packing shed / cools store;
Farm house,   22  Paringa Road,  Red Hill South,  1920s,  Melway 191E10:
- weatherboard and A/C, altered

Condition
Externally, good (partially disturbed, well preserved).

External Integrity
Externally, substantially intact/some intrusions.

Context
Set on undulating agricultural land, overlooks East Crk.

366 of 529Graeme Butler & Associates, 2001 Volume 1:  Appendix 1:



Hastings District Heritage Places

Victoria. At that time there were still 625 ha of land in the Shire devoted to 
orchards, compared with 859 in the former Shire of Lilydale { Barnard, 2000}. 

Specific history 

This group of orchards arose as part of the Red Hill Railway Estate, a 
subdivision of Crown portions 81, 82, 85A, 86 and 87 Balnarring parish plan. It 
was declared in 1921 by S Callanan and stamped at the VTO in 1922 (LP9038). 
The 26 lots along Paringa Road varied in size from 14 to 24 acres. Simon 
Callanan & Jeremiah Nolan were the initial owners of the 1149 acre estate: their 
forwarding address was  Lorraine St, Essendon in the early 1920s, and 29 
Winter St, Malvern in the late 1920s { RB}. 

Some of the farmers who took up the land included orchardist Geoffrey Hansford 
who had a prime position at the Point Leo Road corner (lots 13-15) at what is 
now 35 Paringa Road, from the early 1920s. He had built on the land by 1925-6 { 
RB}. 

In the 1930s  farmers or land holders along the road included: orchardist, Mark 
Setter who held land at 29 Paringa Road,  EL Smith had 27, Harry & Helen 
Farrant had 34, William Wright had land at 22 Paringa Road,  Archie Bazley 
owned 38, orchardist Charles Clarkson had 31, the Farnsworth orchardist family 
held land and buildings on 28 and 30 Paringa Road { RB, D1952}.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Engaging in primary production

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Fruit growing

Associations: Simon Callanan & 
Jeremiah Nolan

Farnsworth family Geoffrey Hansford

Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme orchards and coolstores

Other PAHT Subtheme:

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themesA.4
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Statement of Significance:
Paringa Road or Red Hill Railway Estate orchard group is significant to the Red 
Hill locality because: 
- it is a relatively well preserved group of many orchards within a comparatively 
small area, thus expressing a major theme in the area's history in a distinctive 
setting, as well as the closer settlement trends in farming after WW1 (Criterion 
A4).

References
Municipal Rate Book (RB)

Documentation

Tree Controls Apply?: Yes

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended with completion of an incorporated plan

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate No

National Trust Register? No

Recommendations

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the main contributory elements are the houses, cool stores and packing sheds plus associated 
fabric from the inter-war period.
- to conserve and enhance these contributory elements where enhancement would include 
replacement of any known missing original components in the buildings or their setting;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of these contributory elements;
- to ensure that new structures within the property are visually recessive and related to the existing 
building in terms of form, size, materials and placement but expressed as a separate identifiable 
entity; 
- to maintain the place's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further historical 
findings;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the property, followed by the 
creation of an incorporated plan for the management of the precinct prior to listing in the planning 
scheme.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler, Francine Gilfedder

External Paint Controls Apply? No

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? No

368 of 529Graeme Butler & Associates, 2001 Volume 1:  Appendix 1:



Hastings District Heritage Places

Name of place Somers Palm Beach Store garage
45

Other Names
Addres Parklands Ave

Somers

Map (Melway) 194 A10

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Local

Creation date(s): 1929-30

  2

Site Type: Shop/store

Description:

This is a weatherboard building formerly intended as a motor service garage but 
reputedly only ever used for storage. It has a raised gabled parapet entablature 
above a metal sheeted upper wall cladding, with a faded sign on the parapet: ` 
Somers Palm Beach Store'. Double-hung timber windows are either side of the 
main entry doors which were probably once softwood vertical boarding on a 
ledge and braced frame but is now an amalgamation of elements. The glazing is 
also missing.

Description

Condition
Externally, poor.

External Integrity
Externally, substantially intact/some intrusions.
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History
At Somers, the little beach store was built by developers Knight and Harwood as 
part of their sales campaign to market the Palm Beach Estate in the 1920s. They 
employed Fred and Ellen Bennetts to run the store as a grocery store and cafe. 
Later tenants ran it as a guesthouse , boarding house and then general store 
and drapery. In the 1960s, as well as reverting to a store, it doubled as the 'Drift 
Inn' coffee lounge for the younger set at Somers. The shop burned down during 
the 1960s and was replaced by a brick kiosk, called Patsy's Pantry { Barnard, 
2000}.

Rate records list this store as covering lots 107-109 of the 1927 Promenade 
Estate, CP 137 Bittern Parish (LP 12225). A note in the books states `café 
underway' in 1929-30, owned by Perpetual Investments. This company could be 
contacted via Knight & Harwood at 315 Collins St, Melbourne and remained the 
owners of the property for at least the next 10 years{ RB}. The public face of the 
store was however the Bennetts into WW2, followed by the Wares and Harold 
Hammond { Bennett: 212}. Dances were held there 1939-40.

A plan of subdivision,. LP 39258, shows the weatherboard store and the 
galvanised iron clad garage at the rear. An early view of the store and the garage 
shows a hipped roof main building in a Eastern Bungalow style, with flared 
window hoods and a shingled gable end over the splayed corner café entry.  A 
small shop, with show window and post-supported street verandah, was 
attached on the north side but the garage is shown detached and incomplete { 
Bennett: 213}.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Developing local, regional and national economies

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Marketing & retailing

History and themes

Associations: Knight and Harwood Fred and Ellen 
Bennetts

Significance

Environmental History theme Establishing stores to serve the local  community

Other PAHT Subtheme:

Context
The Somers kiosk (1950s-)  adjoins on an otherwise vacant site where the main store building once was, at the corner 
with Alexandra Ave.
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Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Statement of Significance:
Somers Palm Beach Store garage is significant to the Somers locality because:
- it is the only remnant of a long-term institution in the beach side settlement 
which has many memories for many campers and local residents, reflecting an 
era of growth for beach side holiday destinations in rural settings (Criterion A4);
- it has been included in local histories of the area as an indication of social value 
within the community (see `The Old General Store') (Criterion G1).

This significance is qualified by the poor condition of the building.

Tree Controls Apply?: No

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate No

National Trust Register? No

Recommendations

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the main contributory element is the garage or store plus associated fabric from the 1930s period.
- to conserve and enhance the garage or store where enhancement would include replacement of 
any known missing original components in the building or its setting;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of the garage or store;
- to ensure that new structures within the property are visually recessive and related to the existing 
building in terms of form, size, materials and placement but expressed as a separate identifiable 
entity; 
- to maintain the place's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further historical 
findings;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the property, followed by the 

External Paint Controls Apply? No

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? Yes

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Social significance

A.4

G.1
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References
Bennett, B `The Old General Store': 210-214  photo 213;
Barnard, 1999, Hastings District Heritage Study Stage One Environmental History: 38 cites 
Bennett, `The Old General Store': 214
Municipal Rate Book (RB)

Documentation

creation of an incorporated plan for the management of the property in the planning scheme.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler, Francine Gilfedder
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Name of place Tyabb Government Cool Store now Tyabb Packing House
259

Other Names Tyabb Co-operative Trading & Coolstores Ltd. Complex

Addres Peacock Road
Tyabb

Map (Melway) 148H10

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): State

Creation date(s): 1914, 1921,1

off

Site Type: Orchard packing shed/cool store

Description:

This former government weatherboard-clad, hipped roof cool store, with 
corrugated iron roof and timber floor,  is now part of a large visually similar 
complex which includes many additions such as the former WW1 military 
building (corrugated iron clad ) added in 1921 and the addition of four cooling 
chambers in 1946. Many detailed changes have been made such as the 
addition of many new timber framed windows in an unrelated horizontal format. 
Some cooling cools remain in the cooling chambers.

Traditionally refrigeration was achieved by the heat absorbed by condensation 
and vaporisation of a cooling medium such as ammonia circulated within coils 
lining the chambers. Diesel-powered motors would drive generators which in 

Description
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History
Historical background

Orchards have been the most predominant land use in the Study Area, covering 
much of the land from Somerville to Red Hill. Some of the earliest selectors in 
the area, who took up their blocks in the 1860s and 1870s, planted the first fruit 
trees. Apples and pears were the main fruits grown, although berries and stone 
fruit were also grown in the Red Hill area. Many family names of original 
selectors are still associated with the study area, the descendants of the first 

History and themes

turn would power compressors and pumps, circulating the medium, allowing 
condensation in cooling towers mounted externally on the ground or on roofs. 
Insulation of the chambers was done with low conductivity damp resistant 
material which included charcoal, hair felt, pumice, slag from iron foundries, 
cork, timber or paper. At Tyabb the initial charcoal insulation was later replaced 
with wood shavings.

There is also the nearby railway siding site and two weatherboard houses (14,16 
Peacock Rd) connected with the running of the complex in Peacock Rd. One at 
14 Peacock Rd is weatherboard and styled in a typical Edwardian-era Dutch-hip 
form, with corrugated iron roof cladding and a bullnose profile verandah with a 
distinctive timber frieze.

Comparisons
The cool store complexes at Moorooduc and Merricks North are comparable 
with this example but have been substantially changed and added to in the 
adaptation to new uses. There is also the later Red Hill Co-operative Cool 
Stores Society Ltd cool store and packing shed which has been rebuilt. 
Later orcharding areas to develop within the State, such as the irrigation 
assisted Shepparton Mooroopna district, have much later structures or 
complexes serving a similar purpose. 
Earlier districts to develop such as Doncaster Templestowe predated the 
Edwardian-era boom afforded by cool storage and thus do not have complexes 
of this size.

Condition
Externally, good (partially disturbed, well preserved).

External Integrity
Externally, substantially intact/some intrusions.

Context
The complex of stores, residences and railway structures provided a minor village on its own right with adjoining church 
and hall and the John Grant residence as associated structures to the history of the area and the building. It is a major 
contributor to the Tyabb Residential, Commercial  & Civic precinct.
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selectors still continuing to work the land settled by their ancestors. Some of 
these first selectors became well-known as orchardists and nurserymen and 
played prominent local roles in establishing cool stores and community services 
in their local areas. Fruit, particularly apples, from the study area was exported 
overseas, as well as catering to the domestic market.

The Victorian orchard industry expanded around the turn of the century, aided by 
a government export bonus and an encouragement planting scheme.   The 
construction of the Stony Point railway line in 1889 was an added boon to local 
orchardists as it offered accessible and regular transport to Melbourne. 
Refrigerated cool stores, which appeared in the first decades of the twentieth 
century also aided the orchard industry. By this time it was estimated that around 
60,000 cases of fruit annually were produced in the Somerville, Tyabb and 
Baxter district. 
 
By 1917 there were approximately 2,070 acres of bearing trees and 999 acres of 
non bearing trees in the districts of Somerville, Tyabb and Hastings. Even in 
1960, orchards provided the main source of income in the Shire , when 
approximately 3,000 acres were still planted with apples and pears and 380,000 
cases of apples and 30,000 cases of pears were produced annually.   Pressure 
to subdivide rural land into hobby farms, residential areas and other primary 
production uses has led to a reduction in the acreage devoted to orchards in 
recent decades. Nevertheless even ten years ago a large proportion of Victoria's 
apples still came from the Mornington Peninsula. In 1988/89 the former Shire of 
Hastings was the second most significant local government area for orchards in 
Victoria. At that time there were still 625 ha of land in the Shire devoted to 
orchards, compared with 859 in the former Shire of Lilydale. 

Coolstores
The discovery of refrigeration and its uses was a great boon to the orcharding 
industry in Victoria as it allowed orchardists to store their fruit locally and market 
it over a longer period of time than was possible previously. Prior to the 
introduction of refrigerated cool stores in Victoria in the first two decades of the 
twentieth century, some orchardists used underground pits on their own 
properties to store fruit.  The first privately owned cool store was erected by TH 
Grant & Co at Pakenham in 1900 { Tindale: 8}.

Between 1905 and 1914 a number of the first government and private fruit cool 
stores were built in Victoria's fruit growing areas. Five government cool stores 
were built in the state at this time,  the first store being erected at Doncaster in 
1905 { Tindale: 9}. The Government Cool store at Tyabb was built in 1914, the 
other three being at East Burwood, Ringwood, and Diamond Creek. In 1915, 
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however, legislation was passed allowing financial assistance for growers to 
build their own co-operative cool stores. The five existing government cool 
stores, such as at Tyabb, were sold co-operatives at this time.  Other co-
operative stores were built at Somerville, Hastings, Merricks North and Red Hill. 

Red Hill's first co-operative cool store opened in May 1920. It was destroyed by 
fire in 1929, but soon replaced by a larger one.   A packing shed was 
constructed  in 1927. Merricks North Cool Store was a subsidiary to the one at 
Red Hill. It was built on Bittern-Dromana Road in 1948.   It now operates as ‘The 
Barn’.

Hastings Co-operative Coolstore was built adjacent to the railway line on 
Coolstore Road. It is thought to have been demolished. A packing shed behind it 
was used for some time as a scout hall until it was destroyed by fire.  Somerville 
Cool Store is believed to have been destroyed by fire. 
In addition to the co-operative cool stores, there were many private cool stores 
on private property throughout the Study Area. Two Bays Nursery and Orchard 
built a large private cool store which is now used by Moorooduc Antiques in 
Moorooduc Road. John Brunnings and Sons built a large private cool store at 
Tyabb in 1931, with a capacity of 17,500 cases, and J. Carpenter and Harley 
Unthank both built private cool stores at Hastings.   By 1964, 70 growers had 
built cool stores on the Mornington Peninsula. 

The development of cool storage for perishables was aided by such persons as 
Rudolf Werner,  a Richmond refrigeration engineer,  who manufactured ammonia 
compression refrigeration and ice- making machinery for use in orcharding { 
COV}.  His success in this area allowed him to build a comfortable house in 
Frankston, living closer to the industry he supplied. A later distinguished figure in 
the understanding of the effect of cool storage on fruit ripening and storage life, 
was G.B. Tindale, Department of Agriculture. Among other things, he wrote 
extensively on the storage of pears in Victoria. He stated in 1956 that the gas 
storage system developed  at the Tyabb cool store was the first of its kind in 
Australia { Shaw, 2001}.

Specific history
The Government Cool store at Tyabb was built in 1914. It was Public Works 
Department contract 1913-14 number 128, worth £2570/11/6.  The contract 
documents were prepared 10 November 1913 and signed nine days later, 
witnessed by a Mr Searle. The elevation showed a hipped roof main section with 
skillion side wings. At one end there was a gabled roof two-level structure which 
held the condenser on the upper level and the office, with its verandah,  on the 
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lower.  Beside the lower condenser chamber was the Engine Room (34 feet 
long) and next to it was a Generator room: both had concrete floors in contrast to 
the tongue & groove timber floors of the rest of the complex  { PWD drawings}. 
This hipped roof wing can be seen today, with added gablet vents in the roof 
faces.

The main building was divided into three cooling chambers each 24 feet x 40 
feet, with a Grading Room running along one side of the chambers. An open 
loading platform along its length (about 75 feet) served this room while another 
wider platform was placed across the end of the chambers. The external walls 
were double layered, with staggered studs to reduce conduction, and 150mm 
tongue & groove lining boards internally on the two wall faces. The external 
cladding was shown as weatherboard.  Windows were double-hung four pane 
sashes.

A Public Works Department contract, to build additions of two new cooling 
chambers with attached loading platform and a new verandah over the existing 
platform,  was signed in February 1916. The contract amount was £1398.  The 
loading of fruit cases was from horse drawn carts, motor vehicles and railway 
rolling stock via the siding.

In 1915 legislation was passed allowing financial assistance for growers to build 
their own co-operative cool stores. The existing government cool stores, such as 
at Tyabb, were handed over to local shareholder co-operatives at this time.  Co-
operative stores were built at Somerville, Hastings, Merricks  and Red Hill { 
Barnard, 2000}.

The Tyabb Coolstore, built on leased railway land, was very successful. In 1919 
the Tyabb Co-operative built an Engineer's house on Mornington Road (Shaw: 
17).  In 1921 the Co-operative purchased a former YMCA building from 
Langwarrin Military Reserve . It was transported to Tyabb for use as a packing 
shed (Shaw: 19)  The charcoal insulation in the cooling chamber walls was 
exchanged for buzz-saw shavings in 1927 for better thermal performance { 
Shaw, 2001}.

The Tyabb cool store was expanded by the addition of four additional chambers 
in 1946. (Shaw: 39) For many years the Co-operative operated its own trading 
shop and a saw mill for the manufacture of cases. 

The Dowd factory was located in the engine room from 1950 while the cool store 
was still operative. The Dowds employed sewing machine operators from around 
the district and eventually expanded into new premises in the Crescent, Tyabb.  
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This paralleled with other small factories established in rural areas around the 
Second War era, filling the gap created by wartime shortages (see Hickory 
factory at Cranbourne). Leila Shaw saw the creation of the Dowd factory as an 
important step in the move from rural occupations for local women to factory 
work in the new post-war industrial era { Shaw, 2001}.

During the 1950s, the Tyabb cool store was represented in front of royalty at the 
Royal Melbourne Agricultural Show and received a personal inspection from the 
Prime Minister, Rt Hon RG Menzies { Shaw, 2001}. The Melbourne Olympics of 
1956 was screened on a new TV set placed in number one chamber for viewing 
by the local community.

In 1979 the packing shed was closed and the Co-operative office was relocated 
here. Finally, in 1983, as the acreage devoted to orchards was diminishing, the 
cool store operation ceased. Most areas of the cool store were rented out. Some 
of it was used for storage space. Part was let to an antique trader and part to a 
furniture maker. 

Throughout the almost seven decades of its existence, the cool store had 
provided not only an essential service to local orchardists, but a source of 
employment for many local people in the packing shed, trading store and saw 
mill { Barnard, 2000}.  Local pioneering families were shareholders for 
generations { Shaw, 2001}. It is still standing today, with many of its elements, 
such as cooling chambers, still partly intact { Barnard, 2000}.

Rate book extracts
The first rate listing of this cool store (once in private ownership) was in 1917-18 
under the name of the cooperative secretary Thomas Houfe. The first mention of 
a house was in 1923-4, set on one acre. The packing shed was added to the 
description in the late 1930s, under the name of John D Grant who continued his 
association wit the stores into the late 1940s { RB}.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Engaging in primary production

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Fruit growing

Associations: Victorian Government Tyabb Co-operative 
Trading & Cool Stores 
Ltd

Significance

Environmental History theme orchards and coolstores

Other PAHT Subtheme:
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Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Statement of Significance:
Tyabb Government Cool Store later Tyabb Co-operative Coolstore complex is 
significant to the Mornington Peninsula Region and Victoria because: 
- it is the largest complex, custom-built for cool storage of fruit and packing to 
transport outlets, to remain in a well preserved condition in the region and the 
State, with its associated transport, ancillary and residence structures preserved 
nearby (Criterion  B2); 
- (as a as a consequence) it represents the built centre of the important orchard 
industry in the region and illustrates the prominence of the region in the State's 
production early in the 20th century (Criterion A4);
- it is in part the oldest known government cool store in the State and thus 
represents the dawn and ongoing development of commercial refrigeration in fruit 
storage within Victoria (Criterion A4, B2); and
- for its role in the local community as a working and gathering place and as the 
subject of local history publications such as `She's Apples'. (Criterion G1).

Tree Controls Apply?: No

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended

Heritage Victoria Register? Recommended

Register of the National Estate Recommended

National Trust Register? Recommended

Recommendations

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the main contributory elements are the houses, cool stores and packing sheds plus associated 
fabric from the Edwardian-era and inter-war periods.

External Paint Controls Apply? Yes

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? Yes

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Rarity or distinction among a comparable group

Social significance

A.4

B.2

G.1
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References
Bennett, B `The Old General Store': 132;
D1962;
Victorian Public Records Office (VPRO): Public Works Department contract drawings 1913-14 
number 128, 1915-16. 329
Barnard, 1999, Hastings District Heritage Study Stage One Environmental History: 20 cites Sue 
Leask Report and L Shaw, `She's Apples': 5, 85 .
Municipal Rate Book Frankston & Hastings Shire (RB);
Shaw, L. `She's Apples'
Shaw, Leila 2001, comments on heritage study draft place reports- contains extensive notes on the 
Tyabb cool store;
Smith. `Cyclopedia of Victoria' (COV), Vol.1: 580-;
Tindale, GB. `Apple and pear Cool Storage in Victoria' (Dept of Agriculture) .

Documentation

- to conserve and enhance these contributory elements where enhancement would include 
replacement of any known missing original components in the buildings or their setting;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of these contributory elements;
- to ensure that new structures within the property are visually recessive and related to the existing 
building in terms of form, size, materials and placement but expressed as a separate identifiable 
entity; 
- to maintain the place's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further historical 
findings;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the property, followed by the 
creation of an incorporated plan for the management of the precinct prior to listing in the planning 
scheme.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler, Francine Gilfedder
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Name of place Shipwright's Workshop, HMAS Cerberus
166

Other Names
Addres Phillip Road

HMAS Cerberus

Map (Melway) 194H4

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): regional

Creation date(s): 1917-20

 81

Site Type: Defence base - naval

Description:

This is a triple gabled timber framed and clad building with multi-pane glazing, 
corrugated iron clad roof, louvred gable vents,  and large open spaces internally 
spanned by trusses. It has clerestory lighting afforded by the central gabled roof 
bay. The large number of timber framed windows help provide an even natural 
light to the workshop area. A covered gantry once extended over Phillip Road as 
a continuation of the central roof gable (now gone). The squash courts created 
from the battery room are reputedly lined with former battery boxes, plastered 
over, and were judged in the 1980s to be significant {DHC}. The distinctive triple 
gabled form echoes army drill halls of the era, for example in Ballarat, Geelong, 
and Richmond.

Description

Condition
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History
`In 1910 Admiral Henderson, reporting to the Federal Government on the best 
sites in Australia for Naval Bases, suggested Hann's Inlet as the site for a 
Destroyer and Submarine Base. The Federal Government purchased 4,000 
acres in 1911 and planned to build accommodation for 2000 men to man the 
base and torpedo school. However, it was not until 1913 that work began on 
constructing the base. When it was officially opened in 1920, it had been 
changed from a base to a depot, named Flinders Naval Depot, but by 1921 the 
name was changed to HMAS Cerberus.{ Barnard, 2000} 
World War Two necessitated the erection of many temporary buildings to cope 
with the great influx of personnel requiring training. An Officers' Training School 
operated between 1942 and 1945. Many of the temporary wartime buildings 
were replaced after 1950 and new facilities added, including a cinema, senior 
sailor's mess, gymnasium, seamanship school, updated wharf facilities… 
Bluestone taken from the old police station was later used to build memorial 
entrance gates at HMAS Cerberus in the 1930s. { ibid.} 
Many of the historic structures at HMAS Cerberus  have been added to the 
Register of the National Estate.'  { ibid.}

This Shipwrights Workshop was built in 1917-20 as the immediate post World 
War One phase of permanent building. The 1980s Conservation Studies 
compared the building with some Army drill halls at Richmond and Ballarat and 
Geelong, as similar large open spaces spanned by trusses. The workshop was 
originally designed with a battery store but this was converted to squash courts 
in 1933 (early date for squash courts)  by depot staff. The building was otherwise 
still functioning, as built, in the 1980s. The study stated that the building was to 
be `retained, utilized and enhanced'.

The significance of the building was associated with its use to foster nautical 
trades within the training depot and as one of the structures from the first period 
of construction there. The study also noted its unusual form and timber 
construction as a mark of the early date and thus linked with other early timber 
buildings in the complex.

History and themes

Good (partially disturbed, well preserved).

External Integrity
Substantially intact/some intrusions: new roller shutter doors, service stacks, plant installations, and the sheeted over of 
upper level windows  are among the changes externally.

Context
The workshops are on the southern fringe of the complex, facing the inlet and some remnant Monterey pines which are 
thought to have derived from the earlier farm occupation of the site. To the south-east of the building there is a slipway 
which has a basalt pitcher lining, later extended in reinforced concrete. This is presumably contemporary with the 
workshop.
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Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Providing for the common defence

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Preparing to face invasion

Associations: Australian Government

Significance

Murdoch, J S ?

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme

Other PAHT Subtheme:

Statement of Significance:
Shipwrights Workshop, HMAS Cerberus, is significant to the Mornington 
Peninsula region because:
- the building was associated with the fostering of nautical trades as one distinct 
entity of the early phase of development within the training depot ( Criterion A4); 
- of its unusual triple gabled form, as determined by its specific use,  which is not 
seen elsewhere on the base ( Criterion B2);
- it was one of the structures from the first period of construction at the base, as 
marked timber construction and  consequent links with other early timber 
buildings in the complex ( Criterion A4).

Tree Controls Apply?: No

Planning Scheme Protection? recommended

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate recommended

National Trust Register? recommended

Recommendations

External Paint Controls Apply? Yes

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? Yes

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Rarity or distinction among a comparable group

A.4

B.2
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References
RAIA 20th Century Architecture Register cites 73;
National Trust of Australia file
Dept. of Housing & Construction Conservation Study 1981 and extensions 1985 summary. (DHC)

Documentation

Recommendation
The land is owned by the Commonwealth and is thus not subject to State law. Council could include
the place in the planning scheme in readiness for any change of ownership and/or seek assurances 
from the Commonwealth that the place will be protected. Registration on the National Estate 
Register ensures referral to the Australian Heritage Commission but their recommendations are not 
binding.

The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the contributory elements include  the workshop:

- to conserve and enhance the workshop and its setting where enhancement would include 
replacement of any known missing original components in the building  or setting;
- to conserve and enhance the visual relationship between the above contributory elements at the 
place and the adjoining identified contributory places within the base, particularly the slipway and 
associated waterside elements;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of these contributory elements;
- to ensure that new structures within the place are visually recessive and related in terms of form, 
size, materials and placement but are distinguishable on close inspection from the original 
elements; 
- to maintain the place's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further historical 
findings.

The 1980s DHC management guidelines included:
- retention, enhancement and continued use of the building (original or linked use);
- conservation of the exterior, as enhanced by a dedicated colours scheme for the building;
- reversal of unrelated changes;
- concealing of new services;
- retention of the squash courts.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? No
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Name of place Red Hill Co-operative Cool Stores Society Ltd cool store 
and packing shed
399

Other Names Red Hill & Blue Moon co-operative cool store & packing shed

Addres Red Hill Road
Red Hill

Map (Melway) 191B7

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Local

Creation date(s): 1930--

 19-2

Site Type: Orchard packing shed/cool store

Description:

This corrugated iron clad complex shows evidence of the many extensions. A 
large corrugated iron clad gabled packing shed is set end on to the road while 
another smaller building is on its east side, running parallel to the road and 
railway siding. A large vehicle access area is between the road and the sheds.

Further work is required to isolate the contributory fabric on this site.

Description

Condition
Externally, good (partially disturbed, well preserved).

External Integrity
Externally, partially intact/intrusions. Further work is required to isolate the contributory fabric on this site.
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History
Background History 

The discovery of refrigeration and its uses was a great boon to the orcharding 
industry in Victoria as it allowed orchardists to store their fruit locally and market 
it over a longer period of time than was possible previously. Prior to the 
introduction of refrigerated cool stores in Victoria in the first two decades of the 
twentieth century, some orchardists used underground pits on their own 
properties to store fruit.  Between 1905 and 1914 a number of the first 
government and private fruit cool stores were built in Victoria's fruit growing 
areas. Four government cool stores were built in the state at this time. The 
Government Cool store at Tyabb was built in 1914. In 1915, however, legislation 
was passed allowing financial assistance for growers to build their own co-
operative cool stores. The already existing government cool stores, such as at 
Tyabb, were sold co-operatives at this time.  Co-operative stores were built at 
Somerville, Hastings, Merricks North and Red Hill { Barnard, 2000}.

Specific History 

Red Hill's first co-operative cool store opened in May 1920 on land leased from 
the Victorian Railways Commissioners and a packing shed was constructed  in 
1927. The complex was destroyed by fire in 1929 but was soon replaced in 1930 
by a larger one built for the Red Hill Co-operative Cool Stores Society Ltd. and 
the International Fruit & Mercantile Company (represented in the 1950s by Cecil 
Snider).    The Merricks North Cool Store (q.v.) was a subsidiary to the one at 
Red Hill and was built in 1948 { Barnard, 2000}. Early views of the street or north 
view of the 1920s complex show two adjoining gabled structures: one on the 
east set end-on to the road (packing shed) and the other set parallel to the road 
(cool store). The south side of the complex consisted of a long weatherboard 
clad façade facing onto the railway with the siding and a small timber gabled 
shelter on the north of the line and a gabled railway station building and canopy 
on the south side of the line.

The new Red Hill building included a cool store and packing shed, joined by a 
concrete platform; all built on public land. It is thought that a Mr Littlejohn built the 
latter. The International Fruit and Mercantile Co (IFM) leased part of the 
basement from 1932 while in 1938 the upper section of the packing shed was 

History and themes

Context
The complex has a former railway siding at the rear, adjoining the Red Hill railway station site. It is on an elevated site, 
prominent  within the Red Hill village which is characterised by hilly house sites and extensive mature tree plantations.
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used for troop drilling in preparation for WW2. In 1940 the cool store was taken 
over by the Apple & Pear Board for the duration of WW2. 

The Society obtained freehold of the complex from the Crown lands Department 
in 1965 for £278,  allowing more flexibility of use. Today parts of the basement 
are used for wine bottle storage for local and city wine collectors, as one of the 
diverse uses the complex has been put to.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Engaging in primary production

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Fruit growing

Associations: Red Hill  Co-operative 
Cool Stores Society 
Ltd

International Fruit & 
Mercantile Company

Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme orchards and coolstores

Other PAHT Subtheme:

Statement of Significance:
Red Hill Co-operative Cool Stores Society Ltd cool store and packing shed is 
significant to the Red Hill locality because: 
-it was for along time the centre of fruit production in Red Hill and Merricks North 
as the venue for storage and distribution by the Red Hill Co-operative Cool 
Stores Society Ltd. made up of local growers (Criterion A4);
- it symbolises the strong orchard activity in the district from the Edwardian-era 
into he inter-war period (Criterion A4);
- it has been the centre of working life in the community over along period and 
prominent in the town scape as a purpose built structure visually distinct from the 
housing and commercial buildings around it (Criterion G1).

Recommendations

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Social significance

A.4

G.1
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References
Balnarring & District Historical Society (BHS) `Balnarring Byways and Memories' (1996):2 image;
Barnard, 1999, Hastings District Heritage Study Stage One Environmental History: 20
Shaw, `She's Apples', p. 5, 17, 19, 39 etc.
B&DHS Feb 1999 cites Keith Holmes 5989 2421;
Keith Holmes 5989 2421 drawings, photos, contracts- provided extracts from minutes from 64 
Donaldsons Rd, Red Hill Sth
Municipal Rate Book (RB)

Documentation

Tree Controls Apply?: No

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate No

National Trust Register? Recommended

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the contributory elements include  the cool store and packing shed:

- to conserve and enhance the cited buildings and their setting where enhancement would include 
replacement of any known missing original components in the buildings  or setting;
- to conserve and enhance the visual relationship between the above contributory elements at the 
place;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of these contributory elements;
- to ensure that new structures within the place are visually recessive and related in terms of form, 
size, materials and placement but are distinguishable on close inspection from the original 
elements; 
- to maintain the place's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further historical 
findings;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the property, followed by the 
creation of an incorporated plan for the management of the complex in the planning scheme.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler

External Paint Controls Apply? No

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? Yes

388 of 529Graeme Butler & Associates, 2001 Volume 1:  Appendix 1:



Hastings District Heritage Places

Name of place Structure
389

Other Names Ashcombe Maze, part

Addres Red Hill Shoreham Road
Merricks

Map (Melway) 256E4

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Typical

Creation date(s): Unknown

 13

Site Type: Chicory kiln or oast house

Description:

This building consists of a mud brick base set on a square plan, with vented 
upper section of spaced sapling log and a pyramidal corrugated iron clad roof 
(recently rebuilt). It is part of the Ashcombe Maze site and sited north of what 
appears to be an altered 1920s house (William Cleave era?). 

There are mature Monterey cypress nearby, probably also from the inter-war 
period..

Description

Condition
Externally, fair (disturbed, reasonably preserved).

External Integrity
Externally, substantially intact/some intrusions.
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History
Historical background 
Some evidence that chicory was produced or, at least, roasted in the Merricks 
district is found in the two oast houses, one on the Red Hill-Shoreham Road and 
one on the Frankston Flinders Road. No documentary evidence has been found 
yet to date the use of these structures. Chicory was produced on French Island 
and Phillip Island, so there may have been some connection between the 
industry on the islands and evidence of it in the Merricks district { Barnard, 2000}.

Information gathered by Mary Karney from the chicory trade on Phillip Island 
suggests that there was a period of rapid growth in the Edwardian-era, peaking 
at  £65/ton in 1921. Apparently there was competition from other growers 
(Chinese) in east Gippsland  from around 1911. Mary quotes a letter  Alex Robb 
of the Cowes General Store who wrote 29 February 1911 to a Mr Eastwood at 
Bairnsdale-asking if recent floods had damaged chicory crops grown there by 
Chinese `as the chicory on Phillip Island is the main standby for the Islanders 
and for this reason we are interested in supply from other districts.'  Alex Robb 
also wrote a letter to Rev Hugh Burns (then recently transferred to Bairnsdale 
church) carried to him  by a representative of the chicory growers of Phillip 
Island.  He was to  `see all that there is to see about chicory'  at Bairnsdale.  

This Bairnsdale link also parallels with the acquisition of the Merricks property 
Kalimna by a hop grower from the Bairnsdale district (Mossiface). She found that 
Tom Leeson's chicory was acquired at that time by a city buyer, Prior, and was 
consigned by water on board the `Moonah' or `Hastings'. Mary noted that by 
1911 the chicory was also sent across to Stony Point on the `Genista' and went 
to Melbourne by railway.

Specific History 
An early Balnarring parish plan survey (B/74) in this area described the 
landscape as `fine agricultural timbered with gum, messmate & peppermint, with 
hop and acacia scrub. An underground water course (part of Waterholes Creek) 
bisected CA95 (136 acres) where this structure stands today. Opposite there 
was a reserve on the banks of the Stony Creek.

The farm associated with this building appears to have arisen from land leased 
from the Crown by William Roy in the 1870s: it was rated as 514 acres and 

History and themes

Context
The terrain is an undulating well treed agricultural landscape, south west of the Ashcombe Maze and opposite the Girl 
Guide Iluka camp.
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`buildings'. The Miller brothers, William, Robert and Thomas, were the next 
owners, their occupation being listed as yeomen and their tenure stretching into 
the late 1880s. 

In 1886-7, Richard Lockhead replaced Thomas Miller as co-occupier of the farm, 
taking up 30 acres and buildings. This site appears to parallel with the current 
place at 11 Red Hill Rd, being the south east corner of CA95.  Lockhead's 
holding boosted to near 98 acres by 1900 (30 and an added 67.5 acres) and his 
occupation was described as both farmer and gentleman. 

Richard and Mary Lockhead were co-occupiers in the Edwardian-era. Near the 
end of WW1 the Lockheads traded their property to a Mrs Wadelton. She was 
the occupier for a brief period and then William W Cleave of Shoreham 
continued as owner-occupier during the 1920s. Occupiers in the 1930s were 
Perrins and Austwick. 

The present owners use this kiln-like structure is a wood store.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Engaging in primary production

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme:

Associations: Richard Lockhead William W Cleave

Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme Chicory

Other PAHT Subtheme:

Statement of Significance:
The structure at 13 Red Hill Shoreham Road, has no known significance to the 
Merricks locality

Recommendations

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themesA.4
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References
Barnard, 1999, Hastings District Heritage Study Stage One Environmental History: 23;
Municipal Rate Book (RB) 
Parish Plan;
Mary Karney, 2000: notes provided on chicory;
P Brown, Mornington Peninsula Shire: verbal advice from owner.

Documentation

Tree Controls Apply?: No

Planning Scheme Protection? No

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate No

National Trust Register? No

Recommendation
Further research the structure to ascertain its precise origin.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler

External Paint Controls Apply? No

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? No
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Name of place Carrup Carrup or Baxter's pre-emptive right
92

Other Names
Addres Sages Road

Baxter

Map (Melway) 106 J5

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Local

Creation date(s): 1838c-

off

Site Type: Pastoral lease

Description:

The property runs south from the corner of Sages Road on the west side of the 
Frankston Flinders Road. The north part of it contains the Baxter suburban and 
commercial area while the south is largely exotic grasses on grazing land with 
some tree rows and the Mornington Tourist Railway running through from east to 
west. North of the line is an oval track and some native tree growth. To the south 
west of the holding is the Warook property which has a Canary Island palm and 
other mature exotic trees. However the original homestead site was further to 
the north-east from this location. A freeway reserve passes through the northern 
half of the site.

It does not cover the Sage's cottage property.

Description
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History
Carrup Carrup, sometimes known as Baxter's Cattle Station, was leased by 
Capt. Benjamin Baxter from 1838 to 1860. Born in County Cork 1805 and 
originally serving in the 50th Regiment, Baxter was well-known as an early 
pioneer in the Port Phillip District, having arrived in Melbourne in 1838 and 
almost immediately appointed to the position of Clerk of the Bench of 
Magistrates. He was later made an assistant  Commissioner of Crown Lands and 
was also reputedly the postmaster at Melbourne. His wife is credited with having 
made up the first direct mail from Melbourne (Hobsons Bay) to London, rather 
than sending it via Sydney first.  Ben Baxter lived on Batmans Hill (off Spencer 
St) 1839-1841 and later acquired many other holdings including farms at Fitzroy 
and St Kilda. He moved to Baxter in c1842 and is recorded as having died at 
Frankston (Carrup Carrup?) 15 May 1892 { Billis & Kenyon, Moorhead}. 

After Baxter took up Carrup Carrup, his stock was overlanded from Sydney by 
John Sage, who married Baxter's daughter, Margaret, in 1852. The cottage now 
known as Sage's Cottage, or Euretta, is thought to have been built by Sage on 
land adjoining his father-in-law's in 1853 (National Trust File).  This house is in 
three interconnected stages built of vertical timber slabs with a shingle roof (now 
covered in corrugated iron.).  It remained in the family until 1976, having been 
inherited by John Sage's grand daughter, Matron Sage, in the 1960s. On her 
death it was passed to her nephew and nieces, members of the Shepherd family, 
which has also had a long association with the district. The Shepherds sold the 
property to the Victorian Conservation Trust in 1983. (National Trust File).

An 1854 plan of the 320 acre Benjamin Baxter pre-emptive right shows it as a 
rectangle close to the `Three Chain Coast Road to Melbourne'  (now Moorooduc 
Highway) and extending south along the west side of the Frankston Flinders 
Road. The land was noted as part `Wet Flat' on the north (an L-shape drain was 
already in place), with tea tree and, on the south, `wooded with Gums and 
Cherry Tree' (manna gums, cherry ballart or `Exocarpus cupressiformis'?). This 
was just west of a `honeysuckle flat' ( coast banksia?). The homestead yard was 
fenced with what may have been a brush or bush fence, with stockyards built 

History and themes

Condition
Fair in terms of indigenous landscape elements.

External Integrity
Poor in terms of remaining cultural elements; the only publicly visible physical expression of its early history being part of 
the site's use for farming and the remnant indigenous trees. The dense urban development on the north is in sharp 
contrast to the site's origins.

Context
The site is on the edge of a growing urban area.

394 of 529Graeme Butler & Associates, 2001 Volume 1:  Appendix 1:



Hastings District Heritage Places

into its north and east sides. A long paddock extended south from the 
homestead and a dray track curved from the coast road south and then east to 
pass by its door { Land Victoria}.

Baxter and the property have been the subjects of local histories.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Peopling the continent

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Promoting settlement on the land 
through selection and group 
settlement

Associations: Benjamin Baxter

Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme Pastoralists

Other PAHT Subtheme:

Statement of Significance:
The Carrup Carrup or Baxter's pre-emptive right  is significant to Baxter:
- as the site of one of the earliest European farming occupations in the Shire, as 
now expressed by the farming use, grasslands and some remnant indigenous 
landscape (Criterion A4);
- as one of a small number of historically significant pre-emptive rights in this part 
of the Shire (Criterion B2).
- for the recognition given to the place by local historians (see `Mornington In the 
Wake of Flinders') (Criterion G1);
- for its association with the locality's namesake, Capt. Benjamin Baxter, and 
early pastoralists in the area (Criterion H1).

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate No

Recommendations

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Rarity or distinction among a comparable group

Association with important person or group

Social significance

A.4

B.2

H.1

G.1
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References
P Cole map;
Land Victoria `Plan of 320 acres marked out for  Benjamin Baxter..'  Baxter PR  26C
Spreadborough & Anderson:  County Plan end papers;
Draft Environmental History, Stage One (Draft Environmental History, Stage One (DEH)): 8;
Moorhead, `Mornington In the Wake of Flinders': 43 states Baxter made post master in 1837
Billis and Kenyon, `Pastoral Pioneers of Port Phillip': 23, 189 arrived 1838
NHLPS aerial images, book 1: 7

Documentation

Tree Controls Apply?: -

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended (local policy)

National Trust Register? Recommended

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the main contributory element is the associated landscape  from or indicative of the pastoral lease 
era (farming use, indigenous trees), with potential for archaeological sites within the title (fence and 
track lines, building footings).

- to conserve and enhance these contributory elements where enhancement would include 
archaeological retrieval of cultural evidence and conservation would include retention of open 
grassland farming here;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of the contributory elements;
- to ensure that new structures within the property are concealed or visually recessive; 
- to maintain the place's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further historical 
findings;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the property, followed by the 
creation of an incorporated plan for the management of the property in the planning scheme.

Creation of a local policy (without a heritage overlay) based on the above management objectives 
could control the cultural values of this place, given that native tree clearance, subdivision and 
works are already subject to a permit.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler

External Paint Controls Apply? -

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? -

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? -

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? -
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Name of place Carrup Carrup or Baxter's pre-emptive right
92

Other Names
Addres Sages Road

Baxter

Map (Melway) 106 J5

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Local

Creation date(s): 1838c-

off

Site Type: Pastoral lease

Description:

The property runs south from the corner of Sages Road on the west side of the 
Frankston Flinders Road. The north part of it contains the Baxter suburban and 
commercial area while the south is largely exotic grasses on grazing land with 
some tree rows and the Mornington Tourist Railway running through from east to 
west. North of the line is an oval track and some native tree growth. To the south 
west of the holding is the Warook property which has a Canary Island palm and 
other mature exotic trees. However the original homestead site was further to 
the north-east from this location. A freeway reserve passes through the northern 
half of the site.

It does not cover the Sage's cottage property.

Description
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History
Carrup Carrup, sometimes known as Baxter's Cattle Station, was leased by 
Capt. Benjamin Baxter from 1838 to 1860. Born in County Cork 1805 and 
originally serving in the 50th Regiment, Baxter was well-known as an early 
pioneer in the Port Phillip District, having arrived in Melbourne in 1838 and 
almost immediately appointed to the position of Clerk of the Bench of 
Magistrates. He was later made an assistant  Commissioner of Crown Lands and 
was also reputedly the postmaster at Melbourne. His wife is credited with having 
made up the first direct mail from Melbourne (Hobsons Bay) to London, rather 
than sending it via Sydney first.  Ben Baxter lived on Batmans Hill (off Spencer 
St) 1839-1841 and later acquired many other holdings including farms at Fitzroy 
and St Kilda. He moved to Baxter in c1842 and is recorded as having died at 
Frankston (Carrup Carrup?) 15 May 1892 { Billis & Kenyon, Moorhead}. 

After Baxter took up Carrup Carrup, his stock was overlanded from Sydney by 
John Sage, who married Baxter's daughter, Margaret, in 1852. The cottage now 
known as Sage's Cottage, or Euretta, is thought to have been built by Sage on 
land adjoining his father-in-law's in 1853 (National Trust File).  This house is in 
three interconnected stages built of vertical timber slabs with a shingle roof (now 
covered in corrugated iron.).  It remained in the family until 1976, having been 
inherited by John Sage's grand daughter, Matron Sage, in the 1960s. On her 
death it was passed to her nephew and nieces, members of the Shepherd family, 
which has also had a long association with the district. The Shepherds sold the 
property to the Victorian Conservation Trust in 1983. (National Trust File).

An 1854 plan of the 320 acre Benjamin Baxter pre-emptive right shows it as a 
rectangle close to the `Three Chain Coast Road to Melbourne'  (now Moorooduc 
Highway) and extending south along the west side of the Frankston Flinders 
Road. The land was noted as part `Wet Flat' on the north (an L-shape drain was 
already in place), with tea tree and, on the south, `wooded with Gums and 
Cherry Tree' (manna gums, cherry ballart or `Exocarpus cupressiformis'?). This 
was just west of a `honeysuckle flat' ( coast banksia?). The homestead yard was 
fenced with what may have been a brush or bush fence, with stockyards built 

History and themes

Condition
Fair in terms of indigenous landscape elements.

External Integrity
Poor in terms of remaining cultural elements; the only publicly visible physical expression of its early history being part of 
the site's use for farming and the remnant indigenous trees. The dense urban development on the north is in sharp 
contrast to the site's origins.

Context
The site is on the edge of a growing urban area.
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into its north and east sides. A long paddock extended south from the 
homestead and a dray track curved from the coast road south and then east to 
pass by its door { Land Victoria}.

Baxter and the property have been the subjects of local histories.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Engaging in primary production

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Developing sheep and cattle 
industries

Associations: Benjamin Baxter

Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme Pastoralists

Other PAHT Subtheme:

Statement of Significance:
The Carrup Carrup or Baxter's pre-emptive right  is significant to Baxter:
- as the site of one of the earliest European farming occupations in the Shire, as 
now expressed by the farming use, grasslands and some remnant indigenous 
landscape (Criterion A4);
- as one of a small number of historically significant pre-emptive rights in this part 
of the Shire (Criterion B2).
- for the recognition given to the place by local historians (see `Mornington In the 
Wake of Flinders') (Criterion G1);
- for its association with the locality's namesake, Capt. Benjamin Baxter, and 
early pastoralists in the area (Criterion H1).

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate No

Recommendations

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Rarity or distinction among a comparable group

Association with important person or group

Social significance

A.4

B.2

H.1

G.1
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References
P Cole map;
Land Victoria `Plan of 320 acres marked out for  Benjamin Baxter..'  Baxter PR  26C
Spreadborough & Anderson:  County Plan end papers;
Draft Environmental History, Stage One (Draft Environmental History, Stage One (DEH)): 8;
Moorhead, `Mornington In the Wake of Flinders': 43 states Baxter made post master in 1837
Billis and Kenyon, `Pastoral Pioneers of Port Phillip': 23, 189 arrived 1838
NHLPS aerial images, book 1: 7

Documentation

Tree Controls Apply?: -

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended (local policy)

National Trust Register? Recommended

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the main contributory element is the associated landscape  from or indicative of the pastoral lease 
era (farming use, indigenous trees), with potential for archaeological sites within the title (fence and 
track lines, building footings).

- to conserve and enhance these contributory elements where enhancement would include 
archaeological retrieval of cultural evidence and conservation would include retention of open 
grassland farming here;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of the contributory elements;
- to ensure that new structures within the property are concealed or visually recessive; 
- to maintain the place's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further historical 
findings;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the property, followed by the 
creation of an incorporated plan for the management of the property in the planning scheme.

Creation of a local policy (without a heritage overlay) based on the above management objectives 
could control the cultural values of this place, given that native tree clearance, subdivision and 
works are already subject to a permit.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler

External Paint Controls Apply? -

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? -

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? -

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? -
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Name of place Sandy Point coastal landscape, part Pt Leo to Watsons 
Inlet coastal landscape precinct
78

Other Names
Addres Sandy Point Road

Sandy Point

Map (Melway) 195 G12

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Contributory

Creation date(s): 1820s-

Site Type: Landforms

Description:

The Trust classification was bordered by the Pt Leo to Somers landscape (q.v.) 
on the west, Hanns Inlet on the north and the coast on the east.

Dr Eric Bird gave the following description in 1998:
`The Sandy Point Peninsula is defined as the low-lying sandy terrain east of 
Somers and south of Hann's Inlet. The southern part of this peninsula consists 
of multiple sand ridges, arranged in slightly curved, and partly intersecting 
patterns, running roughly parallel to the Somers-Sandy Point beach to the south. 
The northern part is a low terrace of Tertiary and Pleistocene sandstone and 
gravel; the eastern shore has bays containing salt marshes and a mangrove 

Description
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fringe. To the west the ground rises to the plateau of the Somers area, with 
steep basalt bluffs, that mark a former cliff coastline. These land types are 
shown on a map published by Jenkin (1962).

There is evidence of an inner (older) series of ridges, possibly of Pleistocene 
age (formed between 80,000 and 125,000 years ago) and the outer (younger) 
series which are of Holocene age (formed during the past 6000 years). Further 
research is needed to date the stages in ridge succession, using radiocarbon 
and thermoluminescence techniques. The sand ridges and associated swamp 
deposits include evidence of the environmental history of southern Victoria over 
the past 125,000 years, and for scientific purposes it is necessary to ensure that 
these features remain undisturbed. Each of the sand ridges formed as a low 
dune behind a sandy beach. The sand is quartzose, with varying proportions of 
calcareous sand derived from shelly organisms or from older (Pleistocene) dune 
calcarenites washed in from the sea floor to the south. As the Holocene sea 
rose to its present level, about 6000 years ago large quantities of sand were 
washed into the south west of Westernport to form a sandy foreland that 
migrated along the coast from Point Leo and Balnarring to accumulate on the 
peninsula east of Somers. The dune ridges were built successively, and mark 
stages in the growth of this depositional area.  Each ridge at some stage formed 
the coastline, and the addition of successive ridges resulted in the intermittent 
southward advance (propagation) of the coastline as the sandy terrain grew 
seaward. Eastward drifting of sand along the coast past Somers led to the 
growth of the ridges to successive points, earlier "Sandy Points" that now form 
small promontories on the east coast of the Sandy Point Foreland. The pattern 
of the ridges indicates the formation of numerous sandy lobes, some of which 
were truncated by erosion before new dunes and lobes were added.

In recent years repeated surreys of the beach between Somers and Sandy 
Points have shown a prevalence of coastal erosion, with the coastline retreating 
by up to 20 metres between 1975 and 1985. Lobes of sand have formed a 
Somers and migrated eastwards along the shore: one has reached Cormorant 
Point, and another has been added to the southern shore of Sandy Point. In the 
1960's Somers Yacht Club was built on one such lobe, and the severe erosion 
that began there in the 1970's was an indication that the lobe was moving 
eastward. The building and elaboration of a boulder rampart to halt erosion at 
Somers Yacht Club has simply resulted in additional scour of the adjacent beach 
and the nearshore sea floor, and intensified erosion along the Somers coastline 
to the east. On Somers-Sandy Point beach, as on most sandy beaches in 
Victoria, and indeed around Australia and overseas, erosion has become 
prevalent. The chief reason for this is that supplies of sand from the sea floor 
and along the shore have diminished in recent decades, possibly because of a 
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History
This area was classified by the National Trust of Australia (Vic) in 1975, along 
with a number of other peninsula landscapes. These landscapes were among 

History and themes

slowly rising sea level. During the 1980's erosion became dominant along most 
of the Somers-Sandy Point beach, so that the beach is now backed by cliffed 
dunes with undermined tea tree falling on to the shore. This is the most rapidly 
changing beach sector on the Victorian coastline. Local attempts to halt erosion 
with boulders or gabions have had adverse effects on the shore at and east of 
the Somers Yacht Club and on a sector east of Belvedere Steps. In both cases 
the adjacent, downdrift coastline (to the east) has been cut back rapidly. 
Stabilisation of this sandy coastline now would require either massive artificial 
beach renourishment, or the dumping of large quantities of sand on the coast at 
Somers and allowing it to drift eastward an repair the beach, or the building of a 
sea wall along its length, about 6 kilometres, which would cost several million 
dollars, and still necessitate large scale sand emplacement to maintain the 
fronting beach.

Studies of erosion and accretion patterns on the coastline between Somers and 
Sandy Point between 1966 and 1997 indicate that existing erosion will continue. 
Natural coastal processes will cut out a wide bay m the sandy ridge terrain 2 to 4 
kilometres east of Somers. Sand eroded from this sector will drift east forming a 
cuspate spit on Sandy Point at the eastern end. These losses and gains will be 
of scientific interest, particularly on the accreting foreland at Sandy Point. Which 
will be one of the very few sectors on the Victorian coast that continue to 
advance seaward, with the formation of new dune terrain, colonisation by dune 
vegetation and the development of associated ecosystems. 

The Sandy Point terrain vegetation is diverse containing 14 plant communities, 
which provide habitat for numerous birds, koalas, wallabies and other native 
fauna.'

(Refer Pt Leo to Watsons Inlet  coastal landscape)
Condition
(Refer Pt Leo to Watsons Inlet  coastal landscape)

External Integrity
(Refer Pt Leo to Watsons Inlet  coastal landscape)

Context
Placed south of the BP Refinery complex and east of the Pt Leo to Somers National Trust of Australia (Vic) landscape.
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the first group to be recognised in Victoria by the National Trust of Australia (Vic). 
The Trust noted natural values in that citation, including indigenous vegetation 
such as coast banksia and manna gum woodland, a natural sand dune 
succession which was thought uncommon near Melbourne. It was later reviewed 
and reclassified as of State significance after the preparation of a classifications 
report by Dr Eric Bird in 1998. His assessment was based on both natural and 
cultural values, the latter class being represented by the association with the 
French explorer, D'Urville, who landed at Sandy point in 1826 and the 
association the area had with the Flinders Naval Depot or HMAS Cerberus since 
1912.

Dr Eric Bird gave the following historical background  in 1998:
`An early account by the French explorer Dumont D'Urville who landed on sandy 
point peninsula
on 17 November 1826, mentioned "a fine sandy beach bordered with low dunes 
covered with
various trees'. There were numerous kangaroos. "The open terrain is delightfully 
undulating.
Here are fine stands of trees easy to get through, there are vast grass covered 
clearings, with well
defined paths and linked by other tracks so regular and well marked that it is 
hard to conceive
how these could have happened without the hand of man."  These may have 
been made by
Aborigines. Although there is no record of Aboriginal occupation of the Sandy 
Point Peninsula,
the Aborigines certainly visited Sandy Point for J.T. Gellibrand recorded seeing 
many tracks of
natives on the beach in 1836. Aboriginal kitchen-middens are not seen on the 
eroded dune coast,
but the dunes now being eroded were formed only during the past century, the 
sector east and
west of Cormorant Point having been added since 1940, and many middens 
would have been on
older dunes further inland.

The vegetation on the Sandy Point Foreland sand ridges can be described as 
"semi natural" as a consequence of revival after partial clearance, some grazing 
by cattle and horses, and bushfires earlier this century. The last major bushfire 
was in 1942. Evidence from the 1939 aerial photographs shows there was 
extensive `parkland" with scattered trees (an area that had probably been grazed 
by cattle in the 1930's). Subsequent air photos show that this are became 

404 of 529Graeme Butler & Associates, 2001 Volume 1:  Appendix 1:



Hastings District Heritage Places

covered with varied scrub and forest vegetation. In 1988 Gerner and Sanderson 
P/L produced a vegetation map showing 14 distinctive plant communities, 
including coastal tea-tree shrubland along the southern fringe and areas of 
Manna Gum open woodland and Coast Banksia woodland (with some trees 
more that a century old).

The Royal Australian Navy has maintained a rifle range in the country just south 
of Hann's Inlet, and an airstrip made in 1941 has disappeared. The nineteenth 
century Customs and Police station on Sandy Point has been dismantled 
(bluestone from here is said to have been incorporated in the walls at the 
entrance to the naval base)'.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Organising recreation

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Experiencing the natural 
environment

Associations:

Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme

Other PAHT Subtheme:

Statement of Significance:
The Sandy Point (Western Port) coastal landscape is significant to the region or 
Mornington peninsula:
- for the association of the indigenous coastal landscape with the French 
explorer, D'Urville, who landed at Sandy point in 1826, representing the state of 
the land at contact (Criterion A4, C1, H1) ; 
- for the association the area had with the Flinders Naval Depot (or HMAS 
Cerberus) since 1912 (Criterion A4);
- for the recognition of the landscape in the 1970s by the National Trust of 

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Association with important person or group

Social significance

Aesthetic importance to the community or a cultural group

A.4

H.1

G.1

E.1

C.1
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Australia (Vic), among an early group of landscape classifications in this area and 
in the State (Criterion E1, G1) .

(Refer Pt Leo to Watsons Inlet  coastal landscape)

References
MPS HO302 Natural values?
Barnard, 2000, Hastings District Heritage Study Stage 2 Environmental History;
National Trust of Australia (Vic) Classification Report 1998 cited:
Bird E.C.F. 1985 Recent changes on the Somers-Sandy Point coastline Westernport Bay, Victoria, 
Proceedings, Royal Society of Victoria Vol 97 pages 115-129.
Bird E.C.F. 1993 The Coast of Victoria. Melbourne University Press, pages 203-205.
Bird E.C.F. 1996 Beach Management Wiley Interscience, pages 57-60.;~
Bird E. C.F. Holocene evolution and historical changes on the Somers-Sandy Point coastline 
Geostudies, Australia.
Calder W 1975 Peninsula Perspectives Vegetation on the Mornington Peninsula, Victoria. Centre 
for Environmental Studies, University of Melbourne.
Cole Valda 1984 Westernport Chronology 1798-1839 Exploration to Settlement Shire of Hastings 
Historical Society, page 50-51.
Nil Davis W.A. and Reid A.J. 1074 Victorian Ornithological Research Group, Westernport Report 
No l Part 1 Victorian Naturalist 91, pages 212-222 (first of several such reports).
Gerner and Sanderson Australia P/L 1988 Landscape Master Plan. H.M.A.S. Cerberus.
Jenkin J.J. 1962 The Geology and Hydrogeology of the Westernport area. Geological Survey of 
Victoria.
Robin J. and Parsons R.F. 1976 The vegetation at Sandy ,Point, Westernport Bay. Proceedings of 
the Royal Society of Victoria, Vol. 88, pages 83-94.

Documentation

Tree Controls Apply?: Yes

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended once incorporated plan complete

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate Yes

National Trust Register? Yes

Recommendations

Recommendation
Refer Pt Leo to Watsons Inlet  coastal landscape and existing planning scheme overlay control.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler

External Paint Controls Apply? No

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? No
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Name of place Western Park
475

Other Names Hope-Campbell House

Addres Sandy Point Road
Somers

Map (Melway) 194G9

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Regional

Creation date(s): 1870s-80s, 1

  1

Site Type: House & garden, urban

Description:

(Inspection Required).
The public view today is one of undulating pasture, golden cypress rows, and 
Monterey pines. Tree lines follow the drive and fence lines close to a well-
planted house yard which is located near the centre of the block. Other 
outbuildings are located to the east and south. The south eastern corner of the 
property is still bushland, connecting with the HMAS Cerberus holding on the 
east and north. A track heads south from the house to Western Port Bay, 
curving around to meet Towerhill Rd. The foreshore reserve (RS 3017) runs 
along the south of the property.  

The earliest recorded house or hut on the property had two rooms by 1869, with 

Description
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History
The Crown leasehold for this 595 acre selection (CAS 140, 141, 145) was taken 
up by James Brown in 1868, yielding a grant in 1873. Then a 1873 survey plan 
noted `good grass' across CA 145, a waterhole and indications of a building 
where today's house is.

Brown had built a 2 room house and offices on the land by 1869-70, with total 
rated area being 594 acres, one less than the grant. James Teasdale, his listed 
occupation being `yeoman', was rated for this 594 acres after 1872. Another 2 
rooms were added to the house description in rate records during the early 
1870s. Bruce Bennett notes that Teasdale erected a new (4 room) house of 
hand made bricks on this site while still the manager of the adjoining Coolart { 
Bennett, 2000: 53}. 

History and themes

another 2 rooms added  in rate records by the 1870s. Bruce Bennett notes that 
Teasdale erected a new (4 room) house of hand made bricks on this after 1872 
site while still the manager of Coolart { Bennett, 2000: 53}. Bennett describes 
this house as  `square five room Hawthorn brick with a shingle roof and windows 
picked out in white brick'. A sketch of the homestead supplied by Margaret Hope 
Cambell shows a M-hipped roofed series of verandahed pavilions, articulated in 
three wings in the manner of the 1870s or 1880s { Bennett, 2000: 55}.

When Sam Campbell arrived at the property c1922 one wing of the house he 
found there was pictured as in the Swiss Chalet style which may have been a 
renovation of one of the earlier wings.  It has a broad gabled roof, with a louvred 
vent in the gable, strutted eaves, timber window hoods and double hung timber 
windows either side of  a door (verandah removed). Sam is thought to have 
added more rooms to the house. The kitchen was particularly large with 
extensive use of hand-made tiles. In the following Edmund Hope Campbell 
period there was a boatshed on the beach, about 100m from the water line, 
equipped with a windlass: Edmund died 1944.

Inspection was not possible during the study period.
Condition
(Inspection Required).

External Integrity
(Inspection Required).

Context
Set in open hilly pasture overlooking Western Port Bay and joined on the north and east by the native landscape of 
HMAS Cerberus.
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Teasdale leased a further 172 acres by the late 1870s. By 1881 he had acquired 
another 374 acres (now totalling 968 acres) and was now termed a `grazier' in 
rate records but then leased the blocks to another grazier, David John Ham in 
the 1880s early 1890s.  The 1891 feature plan of the area shows the Mairs Rd 
(now South Beach Rd) angled connection to the Sandy Point Road close to this 
property. Several paddocks were fenced off around the house yard where three 
dots were shown for buildings, approximating the position of today's house 
complex. Another dot is shown on the map in what was probably a service yard 
east of the house. Next west was Coolart, with none of today's subdivisions 
between them. East of the property, at Sandy Point, the old police station was 
shown. 

Mrs Elizabeth or Lizzie Dunn's tenure followed that of her husband, the architect, 
Alfred Dunn's occupation of the property in the 1890s. Bruce Bennett notes that 
this was a lease from Teasdale (but later he writes that it was a lease from 
White). Dunn had died from TB in 1894 but his wife Lizzie (the daughter of 
builder-developer, John Robb) was to marry again, to Thomas Lorimer a 
widower, in 1901 { Bennett, 2000: 53}. 

Nevertheless, Mrs Emma Lorimer, the previous wife of Thomas Lorimer,  was 
rated for the property in the Edwardian-era. The name Western Park was used in 
rate records for the first time during her tenure. Thomas Lorimer was the son of 
Sir James & Eliza Lorimer, serving as Minister for Defence in 1886, was 
associated with a defence assessment of Western Port Bay in 1887 

The Lorimers were followed briefly by the owner, Teasdale (1905-6).  Bennett 
states that Teasdale sold to his mother-in-law, Ada Brown, in 1895 but his 
description of the return of the property to Teasdale after her death indicates this 
may have been a mortgage.  Bennett also states that the property was then sold 
to Ormond Charles Smith in 1906 who resold it in 1908. Rate records show that 
Smith of Brighton sold the original brown extent of Western Park (595 acres) to 
John Buick (1870-1925) of Winchelsea by 1908-9. John and Henry Miller leased 
it during the period c1910-12. The property was shown on the 1913  military 
ordinance map.

During Buick's tenure, he also resided at a town house called Balnarring at 18 
Dendy St, Brighton.  They are shown as resident at Western Park after c1913-4 
and are thought to have built a separate holiday house on the property at West 
Point, west of the homestead { Bennett, 2000: 54}.  The annual value rose in 
1916-17, possibly indicating improvements. 

Buick sold a  reduced area of 380 acres (CAs 141, 145)  to Edmund HH 
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Campbell c1921, the rated name changing to Edmund Hope-Campbell in the late 
1930s. Campbell's city address was Fair Light House, Northbrook Ave, Malvern.  

Campbell is thought to have purchased another part of the former estate (part 
CA 139) in 1926, meaning that the lots which made up his estate (CAs 139, 141 
and 145) were separated from each only by CA140 { Bennett, 2000}. This theory 
is not supported by rate records which list CAs 141 and 145. 

Hunting was popular on the property during this period, with added naval depot 
participation to the various distinguished guests. Edmund's son Terence, 
continued there after Edmund's death until 1980 when it was sold to the 
Johnstons { Bennett, 2000: 57}. They were followed by Andrew & Judy 
Donaldson in 1997.

The following is a chain of owners:
J Brown 1873
Teasdale, James c1873-1907
(Alfred Dunn lessee 1893-) 
(Thomas Lorimer lessee c1901 -1905
OC Smith c1906-8
John Buick c1908-1921
Campbell, Sam 1922- (lots 141, 145)
Hope-Campbell, Ed

The property extent is shown  in a modified form on a subdivision plan (LP 
83620) of 1969 which was redivided in 1994 into 20-52ha (5) lots.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Making towns to serve rural Australia

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Settling

Associations: Teasdale, James John Buick 1913-1921 Campbell, Sam 1922-

Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme

Other PAHT Subtheme: Going to the beach

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themesA.4
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Statement of Significance:
Western Park is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire because: 
- it is one of the old group of coastal properties created from the early land sales 
in the area, paralleling with similar former farm holdings such as Coolart, Minto 
and Larnoo, with structures dating from the 1870s (Criterion A4);
- it is associated with many notable persons in the regional context, including the 
architect  Alfred Dunn, Thomas Lorimer and the Hope-Campbells (Criterion H1);
- it has been the subject of a number of local history publications as an indication 
of the continuing interest in the property as part o the area's heritage (see `All 
Our Somers') (Criterion G1).

Tree Controls Apply?: No

Planning Scheme Protection? Yes (heritage overlay 227)

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate Recommended

National Trust Register? Recommended

Recommendations

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the contributory elements are buildings, with emphasis on fabric and landscape from or near the 
construction dates 1870s-80s,  c1900- 1920s.

- to conserve and enhance the above elements and their setting where enhancement would include 
replacement of any known missing original components in the buildings or landscape setting;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of these elements;
- to ensure that publicly visible new structures near these elements are visually recessive and 
related in terms of form, size, materials and placement but are distinguishable on close inspection 
from the original elements; 
- to maintain the  property's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further 
historical findings;
- to further inspect the property and demarcate significant interior fabric;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the  property, followed by 
the creation of an incorporated plan for better management in the planning scheme.

This report recommends the extension of the heritage overlay schedule (paint and tree control) to 

External Paint Controls Apply? Yes

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? yes

Social significance

Association with important person or group

G.1

H.1
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References
MPS HO301 `Hope Campbell house';
Barnard, 2000, Hastings District Heritage Study Stage 2 Environmental History;
Bennett, B 2000 `All Our Somers': 53- cites Bittern Parish Plan CAS 140, 141, 145, 136, 138- 
house on 145
Municipal Rate Book (RB) check above 
Parish Plan; 
Land Victoria: Black 1891 Miscel. Defence plan 59; Proc Roads Bittern parish plan 1873.

(inspection needed)

Documentation

include alternative uses. A Vegetation Protection (VP2) overlay also applies to the property.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler
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Name of place Fisherman's house
306

Other Names Randall's house

Addres Skinner St
Hastings

Map (Melway) 154K11

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Shire

Creation date(s): 1860s-1880s

 38

Site Type: House, urban

Description:

This is a block fronted weatherboard house, with cast iron verandah detail (late 
19th century pattern), concave verandah roof,  located at the SW corner of 
Herring St. This is lot 12/C, granted 1871, where a building was shown in 1873. 
It has a corrugated-iron clad gabled main roof, two colour brick chimney 
(damaged), three- light front windows (from the 1880s boom), a related hedge 
and a picket gate.

Description

Condition
Externally, good (partially disturbed, well preserved).

External Integrity
Externally, substantially intact/some intrusions.
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History
Historical background 

The earliest hamlet, or collection of European people in the study area, seems to 
have been at what is now called Hastings, where fishermen and a duck shooter 
named Hardy were camped in the 1850s   Fishermen were also thought to have 
been camping at Crib Point from an early stage.
The township of Hastings was not gazetted until 1889, though it had been 
surveyed, and many blocks purchased, by 1866.  By 1859 an observer had 
noted that Hastings was 'comprised of fishing houses'  The post office opened in 
1863 and by 1865 about 50 people were said to be living in Hastings { Barnard, 
2000}.

The first fishermen in the area settled at King's Creek, later known as Hastings, 
in the early 1840s. By the time the town was officially surveyed, there were 
several fishermen's cottages here. A handful of fishermen's cottages can still be 
seen in Skinner Street, Hastings. Most of the lots along this street were sold in 
1871. 

An etching published in the `Illustrated Australian News' February 1866 depicts 
`Hastings Western Port Bay'. In the foreground there is a gabled weatherboard 
cottage with verandah set close to the road behind a low picket fence with gums 
all around. In the distance is the jetty, showing about 30 sets of piles, and a 
collection of small gabled cottages at its end, around the Skinner St area. 
  
Bruce Bennett's book `The Old General Store' depicts this area in two early 
survey plans, one 1873 and the other 1889, prepared for land acquisition for the 
Railways Department. The 1870s map shows buildings already in place at the 
time of survey, some being located in the road reserve. In Skinner Street 
buildings were shown on or near each of lots 1-8, 10, 11-15 Section D, lot 
1/Footscray and 7, 10-12/C.  More buildings were shown in The Parade (lots 1-2, 
4, 5 and 8/B). This was the extent of the Hastings village in the 1870s but by the 
late 1880s buildings extended up Herring and Pike Streets. Skinner Street 
adjoined a `Saltwater Marsh' and a long jetty extended east from the corner of 
The Parade and Skinner St. In 1889 the railway had reached Stony Point, 
connecting with a jetty there. There were 60-70 fisherman operating at Hastings 
then, with new buildings being erected and old ones being added to, but many 

History and themes

Context
Contributory to a group of simple houses which stand out because of their obvious age and location on flat low lying land 
facing the water. Unrelated structures are nearby.
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moved way in the 1890s Great Depression. In the 1880s the town's fishermen 
brought in £300-400 worth of fish within a week, with `fishing smacks .. riding at 
anchor' and the `miles of fishing net which is disposed along the railing of the 
pier' providing the evidence of this. The writer however noted that getting rid of 
the mangroves skirting the beach would be a boon to the town and its people { 
Cole: 51}. 

Specific history
An example of the history of this precinct, is the house at 38 Skinner St which 
occupies lot 12 section C of Hastings township. It was owned by the Steenholdt 
family in the 1950s but before that Mrs Rosa Randall owned it from c1905. John 
Randall, a fisherman, can be traced back to 1879 and before him Henry Prosser 
(1877-). Thomas Knox, also a fisherman, was listed from 1873-4 with a 2 room 
house on the site. In 1872-3 it was described as a `Fisherman hut' occupied by 
Knox. The original Crown grant was to S Barton in 1871 but it is possible that the 
hut was there before survey.

For a period in the late 19th century John & Rosa Randall had a store and house 
on the lot and in 1889-90 just a store. It is possible that the house or site has 
undergone some development over time which may explain the 1880s character 
of the house. Randall was a fisherman, boat builder and grocer { Bennett: 64}. In 
1892 Mrs Randall advertised this property for lease as `Rare Chance in 
Hastings. General store and Dwelling', as an indication of the effects of the 
Depression. JE Biven leased the property in 1894 { Bennett: 64}.  Ten years later 
`Messrs Ryan & Campbell have bought  Mrs Randall's Store situated in Skinner 
St Hastings and are this week having the building removed to Tyabb where they 
intend to open it as a bakery and general store (assumed that this was located 
next to the house at 38 Skinner St). Sebastiano Mirabella lived in the house in 
1905 { Bennett: 64}.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Making towns to serve rural Australia

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Settling

Associations: Thomas Knox John Randall Mrs Rosa Randall

Significance

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme

Other PAHT Subtheme: Trapping and hunting
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Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

Statement of Significance:
This Skinner St fishermen's cottage is significant to the Mornington Peninsula 
Shire because:
- it is the major contributor to a precinct which represents the first permanent 
urban settlement on this part of the coast ( Criterion A4);
- the house is associated with the important early fishing industry in the village, as 
well as the later phase of prosperity in the 1880s as a  storekeeper's house ( 
Criterion A4);
- it is a contributory house in the oldest group of suburban houses within the 
Shire and is among the oldest examples of this type of house ( Criterion B2) .

Tree Controls Apply?: No

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate No

National Trust Register? Recommended

Recommendations

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the main contributory element is the house, with emphasis on fabric and landscape from or near the 
construction dates 1870s-1880s.

- to conserve and enhance the house and its setting where enhancement would include 
replacement of any known missing original components in the building or landscape setting;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of the house;
- to ensure that publicly visible new structures near the house are visually recessive and related in 
terms of form, size, materials and placement but are distinguishable on close inspection from the 
original elements; 
- to maintain the  property's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further 
historical findings;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the   house, followed by the 

External Paint Controls Apply? Yes

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? Yes

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? Yes

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Rarity or distinction among a comparable group

A.4

B.2
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References
Barnard, 2000, Hastings District Heritage Study Stage 2 Environmental History;
Municipal rate book (RB);
Bruce Bennett, `The Old General Store' ;
Oral Sources: Mirabella  & Patience families

Documentation

creation of an incorporated plan for better management in the planning scheme.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler, Francine Gilfedder
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Name of place Skinner St Fishermen's Village Precinct
658

Other Names
Addres Skinner St, Herring St

Hastings

Map (Melway) 154K11

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Shire

Creation date(s): 1870s-

off

Site Type: Townscape

Description:

Contributory elements:

38 Skinner St - block fronted weatherboard, cast iron verandah detail (late 19th 
century pattern), concave verandah roof,  at SW corner of Herring St (lot 12/C, 
granted 1871, building shown 1873), corrugated iron gabled main roof, 2 colour 
brick chimney (damaged), 3 light front windows (has been renovated in the 
1880s boom), related hedge and picket gate;

51 Skinner St  Simple weatherboard cottage (lot 10/D granted 1871 building 
shown 1873) - early core, simple hipped main roof corrugated iron clad,  but 
much changed, new windows, skillion verandah; 

Description
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History
Historical background 
The earliest hamlet, or collection of European people in the study area, seems to 
have been at what is now called Hastings, where fishermen and a duck shooter 
named Hardy were camped in the 1850s   Fishermen were also thought to have 
been camping at Crib Point from an early stage.
The township of Hastings was not gazetted until 1889, though it had been 
surveyed, and many blocks purchased, by 1866.  By 1859 an observer had 
noted that Hastings was 'comprised of fishing houses'  The post office opened in 
1863 and by 1865 about 50 people were said to be living in Hastings { Barnard, 
2000}.

`The first fishermen in the area settled at King's Creek, later known as Hastings, 
in the early 1840s. By the time the town was officially surveyed, there were 
several fishermen's cottages here. A handful of fishermen's cottages can still be 
seen in Skinner Street, Hastings. Most of the lots along this street were sold in 
1871. 

Specific history
An etching published in the `Illustrated Australian News' February 1866 depicts 
`Hastings Western Port Bay'. In the foreground there is a gabled weatherboard 
cottage with verandah set close to the road behind a low picket fence with gums 
all around. In the distance is the jetty, showing about 30 sets of piles, and a 

History and themes

47  Skinner St - simple weatherboard cottage, concave verandah roof, new 
windows, likely change in roof line, corrugated iron gabled main roof, related 
picket fence (lot 12/D building shown 1873)

2 Herring St  - simple weatherboard cottage, concave verandah roof- old but 
rebuilt, brick chimney, later concrete chimney at rear, related but new picket 
fence (Hastings Western Port Historical Society renovation), lot 23/B- no building 
in 1873 and stables for Prosser's store in 1889 { Bennett: 32}.

Condition
Generally externally, good (partially disturbed, well preserved) but some examples on the east side of the street are in 
only fair condition.

External Integrity
Generally externally, substantially intact/some intrusions but some examples on the east side of the street have been 
extensively altered.

Context
Now outnumbered by new development these simple houses stand out because of their obvious age and location on flat 
low lying land facing the water. Unrelated structures are nearby, as encroaching ad-hoc coastal development provides a 
threat to this last early residential enclave in Hastings.
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collection of small gabled cottages at its end, around the Skinner St area. 

Bruce Bennett's book `The Old General Store' depicts this area in two early 
survey plans, one 1873 and the other 1889, prepared for land acquisition for the 
Railways Department. The 1870s map shows buildings already in place at the 
time of survey, some being located in the road reserve. In Skinner Street 
buildings were shown on or near each of lots 1-8, 10, 11-15 Section D, lot 
1/Footscray and 7, 10-12/C.  More buildings were shown in The Parade (lots 1-2, 
4, 5 and 8/B). This was the extent of the Hastings village in the 1870s but by the 
late 1880s buildings extended up Herring and Pike Streets. Skinner Street 
adjoined a `Saltwater Marsh' and a long jetty extended east from the corner of 
The Parade and Skinner St. In 1889 the railway had reached Stony Point, 
connecting with a jetty there. There were 60-70 fisherman operating at Hastings 
then, with new buildings being erected and old ones being added to, but many 
moved way in the 1890s Great Depression. In the 1880s the town's fishermen 
brought in 300-400 worth of fish within a week, with `fishing smacks .. riding at 
anchor' and the `miles of fishing net which is disposed along the railing of the 
pier' providing the evidence of this. The writer however noted that getting rid of 
the mangroves skirting the beach would be a boon to the town and its people { 
Cole: 51}. 

An example of the history of this precinct, is the house at 38 Skinner St which 
occupies lot 12 section C of Hastings township. It was owned by the Steenholdt 
family in the 1950s but before that Mrs Rosa Randall owned it from c1905. John 
Randall, a fisherman, can be traced back to 1879 and before him Henry Prosser 
(1877-). Thomas Knox, also a fisherman, was listed from 1873-4 with a 2 room 
house on the site. In 1872-3 it was described as a `Fisherman hut' occupied by 
Knox. The original Crown grant was to S Barton in 1871 but it is possible that the 
hut was there before survey.

For a period in the late 19th century John & Rosa Randall had a store and house 
on the lot and in 1889-90 just a store. It is possible that the house or site has 
undergone some development over time which may explain the 1880s character 
of the house. Randall was a fisherman, boat builder and grocer { Bennett: 64}. In 
1892 Mrs Randall advertised this property for lease as `Rare Chance in 
Hastings. General store and Dwelling', as an indication of the effects of the 
Depression. JE Biven leased the property in 1894 { Bennett: 64}.  Ten years later 
`Messrs Ryan & Campbell have bought  Mrs Randall's Store situated in Skinner 
St Hastings and are this week having the building removed to Tyabb where they 
intend to open it as a bakery and general store (assumed that this was located 
next to the house at 38 Skinner St). Sebastiano Mirabella lived in the house in 
1905 { Bennett: 64}.
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A view of the Parade and the Hastings waterfront in 1909, shows nearly 20 
fishermen's timber-hulled sail boats attached to the jetty and their nets draped  
over the railings. The largely commercial structures along the frontage were then 
closer to the water and each of simple weatherboard and corrugated iron clad 
construction, often with verandahs attached, and similar to the identified houses 
in Skinner Street.  Simple houses are shown at the end of Skinner Street 
surrounded by picket fences. Young trees in guards were dotted along the water 
frontage, presumably including the Perrott cypress { Bennett: 47}.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Making towns to serve rural Australia

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Settling

Associations: Varies

Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme

Other PAHT Subtheme: Trapping and hunting

Statement of Significance:
Skinner St Fishermen's Cottages Precinct is significant to the Mornington 
Peninsula Shire because:
- the precinct, with its simple weatherboard Victorian-era cottages, represents the 
first permanent urban settlement on this part of the coast ( Criterion A4);
- it is associated with the important early fishing industry in the village, as also 
evoked by the street names ( Criterion A4);
- the contributory houses are the oldest group of suburban houses within the 
Shire ( Criterion B2) .

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Recommendations

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Rarity or distinction among a comparable group

A.4

B.2
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References
Barnard, 2000, Hastings District Heritage Study Stage 2 Environmental History cites  Memoirs of 
Councillor Box, quoted in Cole, `Western Port Pioneers and Preachers': 35
Plan- Miscellaneous Defence 59, 'Land and Survey Information Centre
 Horace Wheelwright, Bush Wanderings of a Field Naturalist, first pub 1861, OUP edition 1879, p. 
256
`Mornington Standard', 5/10/1889, quoted in Cole, `Western Port Pioneers and Preachers': 51;
Bennett, Bruce `The Old General Store' : 24-5 plans, quotes `The South Bourke & Mornington 
Journal' 13.6.1888.
Municipal Rate Book (RB) Skinner St at time slots also for contributory places 51 (10/D);
Parish Plan - township plan put-away (Plan T125B, 1866, Put Away Plan, Land and Survey 
Information Centre

Documentation

Tree Controls Apply?: No

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended

Register of the National Estate No

National Trust Register? Recommended

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the main contributory elements are the houses, with emphasis on fabric and landscape from or near
the construction dates 1870s-1880s.

- to conserve and enhance the houses and their setting where enhancement would include 
replacement of any known missing original components in the building or landscape setting;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of the houses;
- to ensure that publicly visible publicly visible new structures near the houses are visually recessive
and related in terms of form, size, materials and placement but are distinguishable on close 
inspection from the original elements; 
- to maintain the  precinct's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further 
historical findings;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the   precinct, followed by 
the creation of an incorporated plan for better management in the planning scheme.

The precinct character should be considered in any development plans for the foreshore.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler, Francine Gilfedder

External Paint Controls Apply? Yes

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? Yes

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? No
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Name of place Oast house
676

Other Names chicory kiln

Addres Stanleys Rd
Balnarring

Map (Melway) 192K5

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Shire

Creation date(s): 1915c

  1-3

Site Type: Chicory kiln or oast house

Description:

This is a rammed earth oast house set down the hill and to the east of altered 
hipped roof 1920s farm house. The property is at the  south-west corner of 
Warrawee Rd. The oast house has the typical truncated pyramid roof form and 
simple design.

Description

Condition
good (partially disturbed, well preserved)

External Integrity
substantially intact/some intrusions

Context
Located near the roadway and to the east of the farm complex  yard in open pasture on the side of a hill. Monterey pine 
rows are nearby.
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History
Background History 
`Some evidence that chicory was produced or, at least, roasted in the Merricks 
district is found in an old oast house on the Frankston-Flinders Road.  ... Chicory 
was produced on French Island and Phillip Island, so there may have been some 
connection between the industry on the islands and evidence of it in the Merricks 
district. Mr and Mrs Whitehead grew chicory and had chicory kilns on their 
property in Hodgins Road, Hastings in 1911' { Barnard, 2000}.
  
Information gathered by Mary Karney from the chicory trade on Phillip Island 
suggests that there was a period of rapid growth in the Edwardian-era, peaking 
at  £65/ton in 1921. Apparently there was competition from other growers 
(Chinese) in east Gippsland  from around 1911. Mary quotes a letter  Alex Robb  
of the Cowes General Store who wrote 29 February 1911 to a Mr Eastwood at 
Bairnsdale-asking if recent floods had damaged chicory crops grown there by 
Chinese `as the chicory on Phillip Island is the main standby for the Islanders 
and for this reason we are interested in supply from other districts.'  Alex Robb 
also wrote a letter to Rev Hugh Burns (recently transferred to Bairnsdale church) 
carried to him  by a representative of the chicory growers of Phillip Island.  He 
was to  `see all that there is to see about chicory'  at Bairnsdale.  This Bairnsdale 
link also parallels with the acquisition of the Merricks property Kalimna by a hop 
grower from the Bairnsdale district (Mossiface). She found that Tom Leeson's 
chicory was acquired at that time by a city buyer, Prior, and was consigned by 
water on board the `Moonah' or `Hastings'. Mary noted that by 1911 the chicory 
was also sent across to Stony Point on the `Genista' and went. to Melbourne by 
railway

Phyllis Cole of Minto recalled that chicory was grown on the nearby Cole 
property Minto, citing this kiln in Stanleys Rd and a blacksmith's forge close by 
as possibly part of this undertaking. 

Hop and chicory growing was carried out at Phillip Island from 1870 when John 
West is said to have erected the first kiln on the Island { Gliddon}. The oast 
house is pictured in 1889 as a prominent structure on the Cowes foreshore. At 
Bairnsdale, both of these crops  was cultivated in the 1880s, with the use of 
Chinese and Indian labour. Typically these labourers eventually started growing 
their own crops. Historian, John Adams records that the best chicory years there 
were 1890 and 1892.  Chinese grew their chicory crops around Picnic Point.

Specific History 

History and themes
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This kiln is on CA32, TJ Sumner's 165 acre Crown Grant of 1866. This allotment 
was owned, among many others, by Captain Balmain, a grazier, in the 
Edwardian-era. He also owned the Coolart pre-emptive right. In 1914-15 James 
Alex Stewart Balmain owned some 2205 acres and buildings, including Coolart 
and Balnarring Parish CAs 28-32, 36-39 and CA114A Bittern parish. In that year 
he sold CA32 to ACB Mulready who was rated for 165 acres and buildings in the 
following years. It is likely that the kiln and the adjoining house were erected 
soon after the acquisition date. By the early 1920s, Mulready's address was 
Northcote and later was care of the Ivanhoe Garage, in Heidelberg Rd. By the 
late 1920s it was care of the Mulready Estate, as administered by the Equity 
Trustees Company.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Engaging in primary production

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme:

Associations: Mulready, ACB

Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme Chicory

Other PAHT Subtheme:

Statement of Significance:
The oast house at Stanleys Rd, Balnarring, is significant to the Shire because:
- it is distinctive building type and construction within the Shire;
- it represents a specific form of rural activity in the Shire which has since 
disappeared leaving the oast houses as the only record (Criteria A4, B2); and
- it is associated with the locally known Mulready family (Criterion H1) .

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate No

Recommendations

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Rarity or distinction among a comparable group

Association with important person or group

A.4

B.2

H.1
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References
Barnard, 2000, Hastings District Heritage Study Stage 2 Environmental History;
Adams, John. 1987. `Path Among the Years': 105, 108;
Gliddon, JW. 1963. `Phillip Island inn Picture and Story' : 219, oast house pic near 61;
Mary Karney, letter 15/10/00 with transcript of her talk printed by Cowes Library Committee 
attached

Documentation

Tree Controls Apply?: No

Planning Scheme Protection? recommended

National Trust Register? recommended

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the contributory element at the place is the oast house and surrounding open grass land:

- to conserve and enhance the building where enhancement would include replacement of any 
known missing original components in the building exterior or setting;
- to conserve and enhance the visual relationship between the oast house and the associated farm 
house;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of the building;
- to ensure that publicly visible new structures near the place are visually recessive and related in 
terms of form, size, materials and siting; 
- to maintain the building's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further historical
findings.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler

External Paint Controls Apply? Yes

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? Yes
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Name of place Somerville Mechanics Institute hall
136

Other Names
Addres Station St

Somerville

Map (Melway) 107 E12

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Regional

Creation date(s): 1891, 1916

 66

Site Type: Hall, community

Description:

This brick hall and later cement and brick façade now presents, in combination,  
as an example of the Edwardian Freestyle with Romanesque character 
introduced by the squat cement porch columns. The old hall section can be seen 
at the side and rear in the early brickwork (unpainted) and a surviving chimney.

The front entry wing is composed around expressed vertical piers at the corners 
and dividing the façade into three parts. The street elevation is symmetrical, with 
casement window groups either side of the segment-arched entry porch and 
parapet over. Multi-paned glazing is sued in the upper lights. 

Inside the treatment is plain but relatively well preserved and thus representative 

Description
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History
Historical background  

Somerville Fruitgrowers' Association was formed in 1892 and organised their first 
Fruit Show in 1895. The first show took place in the Mechanics Institute and the 
day was declared a public holiday in the Shires of Frankston and Hastings and 
Mornington. In 1898 an additional shed was built behind the Mechanics Institute 
to cater for the growing size of the event. Yet another shed was built the 
following year. The show was reputed to be the largest of its kind in Australia { 
Barnard, 2000}.

Specific History

Somerville Mechanics Institute was opened in 1891 when the opening of the 
railway station had encouraged more rapid growth of the area. The land for the 
institute was donated by Henry Gomm and public subscriptions, bazaars and 
other fundraising methods used to raise money to build the Institute. 
(`Mornington Standard', 9/1/1904) 

With the growing population, additions were made to the institute in 1915-16, 
allowing for a reopening in 31 December 1915 and the laying of a foundation 
stone  by Cr. Griffeths JP Shire President on 1 January 1916 in front of C 
Murray, W Martin, J Scott, J Unthank, R Philbrick who were the trustees. A Mr 
Robinson (GM Robinson?) was the architect and R Philbrick (a trustee) was the 
contractor. The hall had been extended 11-12 feet in front of the old building for 
a reading room and library. Speakers at the opening ceremony congratulated the 
designer, builder and committee as well as urging the Australian boys overseas 
at war the best chance of victory. They also noted the money raising success of 
trustees, Mrs Puckle, Messrs. Murray, Reed and Carver. Celebrations proceeded 
into the evening { MS}.

Among the many social occasions held in the hall, moving pictures were also 

History and themes

of the numerous public occasions which have taken place there.
Condition
Externally, good (partially disturbed, well preserved).

External Integrity
Externally, intact/minimal intrusions. Additions in brick (painted) at the side and rear.

Context
Set on the edge of the reserve and always used as a part of the agricultural shows held there. It terminates a row of 
mixed commercial buildings extending down Station St to the north.
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shown there - at first to the accompaniment of pianists such as Winnie Walker of 
Hastings { Shaw, 2001}.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Developing cultural institutions and ways of life

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Forming associations

Associations: Somerville Mechanics 
Institute

Significance

Robinson, GM?

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme Developing cultural institutions and ways of life - 
Community Halls

Other PAHT Subtheme: Forming associations, libraries and institutes for 
self-education

Statement of Significance:
Somerville Mechanics Institute hall is significant to the Mornington Peninsula 
Region because: 
- it is the most architecturally sophisticated of any of the early halls or churches in 
the region (Criterion F1);
- it is externally well preserved and a good example of its type (Criterion D2);
- it represents the  many public events which have been held there and on the 
adjoining reserve over many years and throughout many eras, as well as its 
function as a mechanics institute and an early centre of learning in the adult 
community  (Criterion A4);
- it represent the Edwardian-era period of prosperity afforded by the prospering 
fruit trade (Criterion A4);
- it is associated wit the heritage of the area by the community, as indicated by 
illustrations of the place in local publications and toursit postcards (Criterion G1) .

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Recommendations

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Design or technological achievement

Social significance

Good example of type

A.4

F.1

G.1

D.2
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Cole, 1975: 211
Shaw, Leila 1998. `The Way We Were': 76 image of 1st stage;
Shaw 1999 notes re librarian Mrs Evelyn Sage Somerville 059776375;
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Documentation

Tree Controls Apply?: No

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended

Register of the National Estate Recommended

National Trust Register? Recommended

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the main contributory element is the hall, with emphasis on fabric from or near the construction 
dates 1891, 1916.

- to conserve and enhance the building and its setting where enhancement would include 
replacement of any known missing original components in the building or landscape setting;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of the building;
- to ensure that publicly visible new structures near the building are visually recessive and related in 
terms of form, size, materials and placement but are distinguishable on close inspection from the 
original elements; 
- to maintain the  property's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further 
historical findings;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the   building, followed by 
the creation of an incorporated plan for better management in the planning scheme.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler

External Paint Controls Apply? Yes

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? Yes

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? Yes
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Name of place Somerville Station Street Residential Precinct
149

Other Names
Addres Station St; New Street

Somerville

Map (Melway) 148F1

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Local

Creation date(s): 1890-1945c

32-58

Site Type: House, urban

Description:

Good group of early comparatively well-preserved suburban houses, dating from 
late in the Victorian-era when the estate was created to Edwardian-era and inter-
war houses all sharing detached siting on similar sized blocks,  typically 
corrugated iron clad or Marseilles pattern tiled roofs, weatherboard walls, 
pitched roofs, single storey scale, use of verandah elements, and some front 
gardens and mature trees. These trees add to the period settings of the houses. 
Mature trees related to the construction period of these buildings aid in the 
period expression and cultural significance of the precinct as indicators of age 
and period.

Description
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The following are contributory elements:

Plane street trees, post WW2.

58 weatherboard double fronted Edwardian-era (or late Victorian-era) house with 
convex verandah, corbelled red brick chimneys and corrugated iron roof 
cladding.

54 polychrome brick, hipped roof Victorian-era house with hipped concave 
profile timber framed verandah and corrugated iron roofing. The verandah may 
have been rebuilt, the picket fence is related to the era. There is a Canary Island 
palm in the back.

52 simple weatherboard inter-war house, with hipped corrugated iron clad roof.

50 weatherboard hipped roof Edwardian-era villa with timber framed verandah 
and window hoods, has large early outbuilding (stables?) now converted to 
garage

48 weatherboard post WW1 era Bungalow style house, with gabled roof and 
timber framed verandah, with new garage at side 

(46 unrelated weatherboard new 2 storey house)

44 inter-war weatherboard house, with gabled corrugated iron clad roof, new 
unrelated windows and new related wire fabric fence. 

42 weatherboard inter-war house with gabled Marseilles pattern tile roof and 
Italian cypress and privet as part of period setting also later jacaranda, and 
liquidambar.

40 weatherboard Federation bungalow style house, with hipped corrugated iron 
clad roof, verandah, window hoods and a large Norfolk Island pine, gums.

38 well preserved Californian Bungalow style inter-war weatherboard house with 
tile clad gabled roof, related wire fence, silky oak and liquidambar - last in row, 
corner of New Street.

New Street

13 Over New Street  is a weatherboard Edwardian-era much extended house, 
on the triangular corner block.
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History
These house are built on a subdivision of CP19, Tyabb parish plan: the plan was 
lodged in 1889 by TD Roberts and declared by Barry C Boys. There were some  
142 town lots laid out within a triangle divided by a saltire cross. The Station St 
lots were typically 66'x165'. Station Street was eventually gazetted a public 
highway in 1918.

58  (lot 48) Edwardian-era house: property owned by Charles Griffiths 1901-, 
George Coop 1915-, and John Scott, nurseryman 1919-

54 (lot 46) brick Victorian-era house: property (lots 45, 46, 47) owned by William 
Mackay of Somerville from 1890 (property on lots 45-6 mortgaged to Louisa & 
Alfred Agg 1891-), later owned by Philbrick family including Florence Philbrick 
from 1936 later Elizabeth's death in 1935.

52  (lot 45) inter-war house: property owned by the Philbricks and then Robert 
Shepherd (1955-).

History and themes

Station St

36 (Rose Cottage) well preserved Edwardian-era weatherboard cottage, with 
gabled corrugated iron clad roof, brick corbelled chimney, and timber verandah

34 Simple Edwardian-era weatherboard cottage, gabled corrugated iron clad 
roof, timber verandah 

32  Ornate Edwardian-era weatherboard villa with gabled and hipped corrugated 
iron roofs, red brick corbelled chimneys, timber framed verandah (no frieze) and 
some distinctive timber detailing such as the sunburst in the gable end. Picket 
fence related.

Across the road is 41 which is an inter-war Californian Bungalow style 
weatherboard house on the railway reserve (departmental residence?) with 
some recent trees (birch, liquidambar).

Condition
Externally, good (partially disturbed, well preserved).

External Integrity
Externally, substantially intact/some intrusions.

Context
Faces the railway reserve and is on the rural fringe of the township.
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50 (lot 44)   Edwardian-era villa: property owned by John Morrison (1907-1928), 
Guiseppe (Joe) De Bernardi, orchardist, (1943-)

48  (lot 43) inter-war Bungalow style house: property owned by Wilfred Griffith 
(1932-

44  (lot 41)  inter-war house: property owned by Zalie V. Clarke after 1945. 

42 (lot 40)  inter-war house: property owned by .William O Westaway (1933-), 
Maria De Bernardi (1938-)

40  (lot 39)  inter-war house: property owned by Olive Garnham (1922-), George 
Philbrick (orchardist) with State Savings Bank finance (1922-), Charles J Allen 
(1947- died 1974) and Lenore Allen.

38  (lot 38)  Californian Bungalow style inter-war weatherboard house; property 
owned by Harold J Westaway (1930-).

New Street

13 (lot 104) much extended weatherboard probably Edwardian-era house: 
property owned by William Fraser from 1889 and Ellen & Percy Twyford, builder, 
from 1915.

Station St

36  (lot 105) Edwardian-era weatherboard cottage: property owned by Annie M 
Harrop (19

34 (lot 106) Edwardian-era weatherboard cottage: property owned by Griffiths 
family?

32   (lot 107 ) Edwardian-era weatherboard villa: property owned by  Griffiths 
family until 1920 when Charles Murray purchased it (d 1924), followed by 
Frances Murray (1927-) and then Keith Murray, dairy farmer from 1932

41  (lot 36) Dated on house as 1936 - inter-war Californian Bungalow style 
weatherboard house on the railway reserve: property (lots 37, 37) owned by 
Annie Harrop from 1929 and then Harold James Westaway (d 1968) from 1930.

Associations: Varies
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Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Making towns to serve rural Australia

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Settling

Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme

Other PAHT Subtheme:

Statement of Significance:
The Somerville Station Street Residential Precinct is to the Somerville locality:
- as a representative group of comparatively well preserved early suburban 
houses along the town's main residential street, providing expression of local 
economic growth in the Edwardian-era and the inter-war period, as well as 
evidence of the Victorian-era beginnings of the estate (Criterion A4, A3)

Tree Controls Apply?: Yes

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate No

National Trust Register? Recommended

Recommendations

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the main contributory elements are the listed contributory houses with emphasis on fabric from or 
near their construction dates (c1890 to c1940).

External Paint Controls Apply? Yes

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? No

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Richness and diversity of cultural features

Association with important events or historical themes

A.3

A.4
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References
Victorian Titles Office (VTO ) lodged plans (LP 2408), titles

Documentation

- to conserve and enhance the buildings and their garden setting where enhancement would include
replacement of any known missing original components in the buildings or landscape setting;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of the buildings;
- to ensure that publicly visible new structures near the buildings are visually recessive and related 
in terms of form, size, materials and site placement but are distinguishable on close inspection from 
the original elements; 
- to maintain each property's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further 
historical findings;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the   precinct, followed by 
the creation of an incorporated plan for better management in the planning scheme.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler
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Name of place Crib Point Residential & Civic Precinct
666

Other Names
Addres Stony Point Road

Crib Point

Map (Melway) 194K1

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Local

Creation date(s): 1920s

Site Type: Townscape

Description:

Contributory places are in Stony Point Road, providing the early core of 
residential development in the town,  being numbers 261, 263, 265. Most are 
1920s weatherboard houses or earlier with pitched corrugated iron clad roofs: 
most are altered. These houses are representative only of an early period of 
development. 

The church is not part of the immediate group of houses but represents a major 
element in the inter-war streetscape of the locality, aligning with the residential 
uses represented by the house group.

Contributory elements:

Description
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History
Putaway Plan  B72 C, dated 1888, shows a plan of allotments at Crib Point in 
the Parish of Bittern, surveyed by John Lardner. The township, of 40 acres, 
included 23 allotments. This survey predated the opening of the rail line to Stony 
Point, via Crib Point, by one year. A school opened here in 1890, but closed two 
years later. According to Bruce Bennett, the surveyed township was called 
Mooradoo. Felix Foster, a farmer at Bittern and Crib Point, bought four lots in the 
main street in 1888 and it was he who first offered a room for a school, which 
opened in 1890 and closed again two years later. He also opened the first store 
in the area.  However, Crib Point did not really begin to develop until the decision 
was made to build a naval base (later depot) there in 1910 { Barnard, 2000}.

The subdivision which created these lots was of part of CAs 130 A&B, some 45 
acres. It was owned in the late 1890s by the ES&A bank, as mortgager, and 
caretaken in the Edwardian-era by local fisherman cum developer, Frederick 
Osterlund { RB}.  Sarah Osterlund had become the post mistress there in 1911; 
she already ran a boarding house and railway refreshment rooms {  Benett: 156}. 

In the year 1913-14, seven houses were added to the rate description and the 
annual valuation rose from £15 to £70: this was now referred to as Osterlund's 
subdivision, officially approved in 1913. The famous surveyor and town planner, 
Saxil Tuxen, surveyed 101 house lots on a triangle of land bound by the Stony Pt 
Road, Disney St, and Campbell St. By 1915 there were 79 suburban allotments, 
many of which remained vacant until after WW1. 

Of the contributory houses nominated: 269 was on lot 8 and  first rated with 
buildings in 1924-5 owned by RJ Stranger { RB}. By the late 1920s, RJ Matthews 
of the Naval Depot and late of HMAS Sydney was the new owner. Number 263 

History and themes

House,  269  Stony Point Road,  Crib Point,  c1924,  Melway 194K1
House,  265  Stony Point Road,  Crib Point,  c1915-16 Melway 194K1
House,  263  Stony Point Road,  Crib Point,  c1928-9,  Melway 194K1
House,  261  Stony Point Road,  Crib Point,  c1925-6,  Melway 194K1

Church, 400 Stony Point Road,  Crib Point, 1920s, Melway 164J11
Condition
Externally, good (partially disturbed, well preserved).

External Integrity
Externally, partially intact/intrusions.

Context
Grouped on the side of a busy road within mixed suburban development.
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was built for AW Farrow in c1928-9; 265 for Edward Davis c1915-16 (improved 
1927) who seemed to live elsewhere by the mid 1920s;  and 261 for William 
Emmins (and later Alex McWhae) in 1925-6.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Making towns to serve rural Australia

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Settling

Associations: Frederick Osterlund Varies

Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme

Other PAHT Subtheme:

Statement of Significance:
The house group and church in the Crib Point Residential Precinct are significant 
to the locality of Crib Point because: 
- as a group these houses make up of the early residential development in the 
town which ensued after the Flinders Naval Depot was developed post WW1 
(Criterion A4);
- the houses and church represent the early section of an estate developed in 
1913 by a local fisherman and surveyed by the noted Melbourne surveyor, Saxil 
Tuxen (Criterion A4, H1).

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate No

National Trust Register? No

Recommendations

External Paint Controls Apply? No

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Association with important person or group

A.4

H.1
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References
Municipal Rate Book (RB);
Bennett, B 1997 `The Old General Store': 156  
Parish Plan - Putaway Plan  B72 c , dated 1888;
Barnard, 2000, Hastings District Heritage Study Stage 2 Environmental History

Documentation

Tree Controls Apply?: No

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the main contributory elements are the houses, with emphasis on fabric and landscape from or near
the construction dates 1890s-1930s.

- to conserve and enhance the houses and their setting where enhancement would include 
replacement of any known missing original components in the building or landscape setting;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of the houses;
- to ensure that publicly visible publicly visible new structures near the houses are visually recessive
and related in terms of form, size, materials and placement but are distinguishable on close 
inspection from the original elements; 
- to maintain the  precinct's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further 
historical findings;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the   precinct, followed by 
the creation of an incorporated plan for better management in the planning scheme.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? No

440 of 529Graeme Butler & Associates, 2001 Volume 1:  Appendix 1:



Hastings District Heritage Places

Name of place Settlement Store, Shop & residence
484

Other Names
Addres Stony Point Road

Crib Point

Map (Melway) 164K12

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Local

Creation date(s): 1916-, 1922, 

295

Site Type: Shop/store

Description:

The store has a gabled terra-cotta tiled roof form, weatherboard and fibre-
cement clad walls and a timber-framed shop front with double two-panel doors. 
The store has an attic window in the gable. A gabled weatherboard residence is 
attached with timber framed joinery, tiled roof, a related wire fabric fence and 
pergola entry arch at the gate. The store and residence are typical of 1920s 
architecture and probably represent a redevelopment of the site by McAuley in 
1922-3.

Description

Condition
Externally, good (partially disturbed, well preserved).

External Integrity
Externally, substantially intact/some intrusions.
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History
Historical background  

Stores were often the first focal points for a community, though sometimes they 
were operated from private homes, rather than purpose-built as shops. Some 
developed in townships after they were surveyed. Other stores served scattered 
rural communities or began in conjunction with mail deliveries via Cobb and Co. 
coaches. Many of the early stores in the study area have been  investigated in 
depth in Bruce Bennett's publication, `The Old General Store- A History of the
General Stores and Post Offices on the Frankston -Flinders Road, Westernport'{ 
Barnard, 2000}.

Specific History 

The subdivision which created these lots (LP 61117) was of part of CAs 130 
A&B, some 45 acres. It was owned in the late 1890s by the ES&A bank, as 
mortgager, and caretaken in the Edwardian-era by local fisherman cum 
developer, Frederick Osterlund { RB}.  Sarah Osterlund had become the post 
mistress there in 1911; she already ran a boarding house and railway 
refreshment rooms {  Benett: 156}. 

In the year 1913-14, seven houses were added to the rate description and the 
annual valuation rose from £15 to £70: this was now referred to as Osterlund's 
subdivision, officially approved in 1913. The famous surveyor and town planner, 
Saxil Tuxen, surveyed 101  lots on a triangle of land bound by the Stony Pt 
Road, Disney St, and Campbell St. By 1915 there were 79 suburban allotments, 
many of which remained vacant until after WW1 { RB}. 

Bruce Bennett recounts the history of Settlement Store as beginning when 
Robert McAuley, a German retiree from the Naval Depot Works Department,  
purchased the land from Osterlund's estate in 1916. This is verified by rate 
records. McAuley built a shop and started a general store business on the site in 
that year. McAuley continues to be rated as owner and sometimes occupier into 
the late 1920s, with his mailing address as 98 Doncaster Avenue, Kensington, 
NSW. Sometimes he was cited care of the Arcadia Syndicate. In the mid 1930s 
Mrs Dorothy S Levy of Coogee NSW was the owner of the store { RB}. 

Bennett mentions that Robert Ansley was another figure connected with the 

History and themes

Context
Sited at the corner of Fuller St in the commercial area of Crib Point.
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store having done some building work there in 1925. The existing building is 
typical of the 1920s: the rate annual valuation rose by 50% in 1922-3 and by 
near 150% in 1927-8, both during the McAuley tenure { RB} . 

Other shopkeepers cited by Bruce Bennett were: K Ray, Edward & Vivian Esh in 
the 1930s, and then the Low family from Moe. HD Hall ran the store in the late 
1930s and 1940s. Then there were the Barnetts and O'Connells.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Developing local, regional and national economies

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Marketing & retailing

Associations: McAuley, Robert R Ansley, Robert C Hall, HD

Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme Establishing stores to serve the local  community

Other PAHT Subtheme:

Statement of Significance:
The Crib Point Settlement Store, Shop & residence is significant to the locality of 
Crib Point because: 
- it is a well-preserved shop and residence making up part of the early residential 
and commercial development in the town which ensued after the Flinders Naval 
Depot was developed nearby, post WW1, and illustrates the nature of retailing in 
the district as epitomised by corner stores like this one (Criterion A4);
- the shop and residence represent the early section of an estate developed in 
1913 by a local fisherman and surveyed by the noted Melbourne surveyor, Saxil 
Tuxen (Criterion H1);
- it was created for Robert McAuley, a German retiree from the Naval Depot 
Works Department, continuing the association of the area with maritime pursuits 
(Criterion A4); and
- the store has been the subject of local histories (see `All Our Somers') as an 
indication of the value placed by local people on the heritage it represents 

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Social significance

Association with important person or group

A.4

G.1

H.1
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(Criterion G1).

References
Bennett, B `The Old General Store': 152 image cites title V2564 F748; 144 1939  aerial;
Municipal Rate Book (RB);
Barnard, 2000, Hastings District Heritage Study Stage 2 Environmental History

Documentation

Tree Controls Apply?: No

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate No

National Trust Register? No

Recommendations

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the main contributory element is the Settlement Store, Shop & residence, with emphasis on fabric 
from or near the construction dates 1916, 1920s.

- to conserve and enhance the building and its setting where enhancement would include 
replacement of any known missing original components in the building or landscape setting;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of the building;
- to ensure that publicly visible new structures near the building are visually recessive and related in 
terms of form, size, materials and placement but are distinguishable on close inspection from the 
original elements; 
- to maintain the  property's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further 
historical findings;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the   building, followed by 
the creation of an incorporated plan for better management in the planning scheme.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler

External Paint Controls Apply? Yes

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? Yes
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Name of place Tyabb Methodist later Door of Faith Church
277

Other Names Uniting Church

Addres The Crescent
Tyabb

Map (Melway) 148J10

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Local

Creation date(s): 1923-

 68

Site Type: Church

Description:

This is a simple gabled church with stained timber wall cladding, unglazed 
Marseilles tiles to the roof, and a shingled chevette located on the ridge. Window 
joinery is picked out in white against the stained boards. These stained 
weatherboards are distinctive within the district, having been a more widespread 
finish once but typically painted over later.  The staining and the unglazed roof 
tile follow the prevailing Arts & Crafts philosophy within the Edwardian-era and 
1920s of honest expression of materials. The rear wings appear to have been 
added in a matching character. 

Related planting includes  photinia, lilly pilly, and `Metrosideros sp.',

Description

Condition
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History
Background History 

Places of worship, like schools, were important focal points for early communities 
and many small groups of settlers met in private homes or school buildings, or 
shared halls between denominations in order to have somewhere to share their 
faith. Building churches often represented an enormous community effort, as well 
as providing places that were important to several generations as places of 
communion. Given the small scale of several of the communities in the study 
area, there were many churches built in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. 
Valda Cole has outlined the history of many of these churches in `Western Port 
Pioneers and Preachers'. Early congregations sometimes managed to be 
granted reserves on which to build their churches. Others relied on gifts of land 
from local parishioners or had to purchase the blocks on which they built them. 
As the communities and populations of the study area have evolved and 
changed, so have their places of worship. While some early church buildings 
have closed, been moved, or turned to other purposes, new buildings have been 
constructed and old ones added to. Some of the new churches represent shifts 
in the kinds of congregations resident in the study area { Barnard, 2000}.

Tyabb township reserve was included on a plan of the Parish of Tyabb in 1858. It 
was located to the north of what became Hastings and was eventually 
incorporated into Hastings. This did not officially occur, however, until 1968, 
when the Victorian Place Names Committee declared that Old Tyabb Township 
was added to Hastings. Interestingly, the grid of blocks surveyed for Tyabb in 
1858 is substantially the same as what exists at 'Old Tyabb' today. Although a 
small community did develop in the surveyed township, (they built a church, for 
instance) the opening of a railway station called Tyabb to the north meant that a  
new Tyabb township established itself around the railway station. 

Initially the centre of growth developed on the rising ground to the west of the 
railway station, where a school was built which also served as a venue for 
church and social activities. When the Tyabb Hall was built in 1899 many 
activities transferred there, much to the chagrin of some residents who preferred 
a site within the Tyabb Water reserve where the school was situated.   

History and themes

Externally, good (partially disturbed, well preserved).

External Integrity
Externally, substantially intact/some intrusions.

Context
Set on a distinctive curving street, among other public buildings such as the hall and the school. Contributory to the 
Tyabb Residential, Commercial  & Civic precinct.
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Eventually, however, a post office, churches, cool store, a recreation ground and 
facilities, as well as a second school, developed in proximity to the station. This 
town, in the midst of an orcharding district that was beginning to flourish, took off 
in leaps and bounds { Barnard, 2000}.

Tyabb Hall was built in 1898 by George Denham, after local residents decided 
that a hall was needed near the railway station. They purchased a one acre 
block on the corner of the Crescent and Hastings Road. Soon church services 
were begun in the hall, first by the Reorganised Church of Jesus Christ of the 
Latter Days Saints, then by the Anglican Church, which used the hall for services 
and Sunday School for 15 years. When a Tyabb and Hastings Fruitgrowers' 
Association was formed, their first show was held in the Public Hall and many 
other important public functions were held there. A new Tyabb Hall was built in 
1958 { Barnard, 2000}. 

Specific History 

Built in 1923, this church is located on an estate created in 1891-2 as a 
subdivision of Crown portions 51, 61, and 62 (LP3442). The land was donated by 
adjoining orchardist Graham Cole after another offer by Sam Chalwell was 
declined. Allan Corlett built the church aided by Percy Twyford. It was opened by 
the Rev TSB Woodful, President of the Conference of the Methodist Church. The 
trustees were Alf Denham, Percy Floyd, Sam Chalwell, Jack Baker, and Charles 
Renouf { Shaw: 273}.

Its construction coincided with the creation of the Mornington Methodist Circuit 
and the Methodist home mission station at Dromana. Dromana became a full 
Circuit in 1927 { Benson: 426}. The construction of this church followed that of 
the Tyabb Church of England, All Saints, in 1914, and a bumper year for local 
fruit producers { Shaw, 1994: 21}. Cole's orchard and GG Cole's house was 
located just behind the church which was then separated from the Edwardian-era 
state school by a school pine plantation { Shaw 1992}.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Forming associations

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Making places for worship

Associations: Methodist Church Uniting Church

Environmental History theme Worshipping - establishment of local churches and 
congregations

Other PAHT Subtheme:
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Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Statement of Significance:
Tyabb Methodist later Door of Faith Church is significant to the Tyabb locality 
because:
- it has been a used as a public place of worship over a long period and this is 
expressed well by the building's good state of preservation (Criterion A4, G1);
- the church is associated with the foundations of the Methodist Church in this 
part of the Shire (Criterion A4); 
- the distinctive stained timber wall finish and contrasting terra-cotta roof express 
well the Arts & Crafts approach to church design in that period (Criterion F1) ;
- the property contributes to a locally significant civic precinct (Criterion A3);

Tree Controls Apply?: No

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate No

National Trust Register? No

Recommendations

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the main contributory element is the church, with emphasis on fabric and planting from or near the 
construction date in the 1920s.

- to conserve and enhance the building and its landscape setting where enhancement would 
include replacement of any known missing original components in the building or landscape setting;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of the building;
- to ensure that publicly visible new structures near the building are visually recessive and related in 

External Paint Controls Apply? Yes

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? Yes

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Social significance

Design or technological achievement

Richness and diversity of cultural features

A.4

G.1

F.1

A.3
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References
Cole, V.  `Western Port Pioneers and Preachers' ;
PS Ivan 059776121 oral source;
Municipal Rate Book (RB);
Shaw, L. 1998 `The Way We Were': 273-4, 280;
Shaw 1992 map;
Shaw, 2001;
Barnard, 2000, Hastings District Heritage Study Stage 2 Environmental History

Documentation

terms of form, size, materials and placement but are distinguishable on close inspection from the 
original elements; 
- to maintain the property's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further 
historical findings;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the   site, followed by the 
creation of an incorporated plan for better management in the planning scheme.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler, Francine Gilfedder
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Name of place Hybrid oak and Tyabb Railway Station School SS3544
509

Other Names `Q. myrtifolia'  (Myrtle oak), `Q. castenefolia' (Chestnut leaf oak)

Addres The Crescent
Tyabb

Map (Melway) 148J10

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Regional (oak), Local (school)

Creation date(s): 1912c (tree), 

 74

Site Type: School

Description:

The oaks is a large and  rare `Q. myrtifolia' hybridised  with `Q. castenefolia', 
located in the school yard along with other mature exotics and the native scarlet 
gum (3 x `E. ficifolia'). These mature trees relate to the construction period of the 
school building and aid in the period expression and cultural significance of the 
place as indicators of age and period.

The hipped roof weatherboard clad school is typical of the era and type (small 
rural school) and has been altered in detail but still expresses well its Edwardian-
era origins.  The front fence is a new Victorian-era picket type.

`Q. myrtifolia'  (Myrtle oak)

Description
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History
The first Tyabb State School 3129 opened in July 1891 in a building Baxter 
erected on his own land.  In 1907, when the focus of Tyabb had shifted closer to 
the railway station, the Tyabb Adjunct School opened in the Tyabb Hall, on the 
corner of Frankston-Flinders and Crescent Roads.  It was soon given its own 
number, SS 3544. When it became overcrowded, a new weatherboard school 
opened in March 1913. { Barnard, 2000}. The new site was located on an estate 
created in 1891-2 as a subdivision of Crown portions 51, 61, and 62 (LP3442).

The opening of the Railway Station School was performed by the Hon. Alfred 
Downward MLA on March 31 1913, a Monday. Thomas White, head teacher, 
reported on the event in April: `The building was filled up by parents, scholars 
and visitors. Various persons spoke and the scholars sang suitable songs'. 

Nearly 12 months earlier, the local school committee correspondent, RW 
Slocombe, noted that the land was ready for building although the Public Works 
department had been unable to arrange the contract as yet. In fact the school 
had been requisitioned a year before. The Department was urged to fence the 
land so that the parents could clear the site and plant `shrubs etc.' as part of 
Arbour Day. It is probable that the oak was planted then. 

History and themes

This oak is a small, shrubby evergreen tree with light gray checkered bark. It is 
native to coastal regions from South Carolina to Florida in the USA. Its leaves 
are elliptic to oblong, sometimes having a bristly tip; they are dark green and 
glossy on both sides, sometimes roll backwards and are 1-2 in (2.5-5 cm) long. 
The sessile acorns appear in pairs and are only 1/2 in (12 mm) wide { Botanica}.

`Q. castenefolia' (Chestnut leaf oak)
This deciduous tree from Iran and the Caucasus is related to the Turkey oak but 
has leaves remarkably similar to that of a chestnut. These sharply toothed 
leaves are up to 6 in (15 cm) long and are narrowly tapered with parallel veins. 
Quercus castaneifolia grows to 100 ft (30 m) and forms a broad crown. ‘Green 
Spire’ is a narrow, conical plant that grows to about 30 ft (9 m) tall.

Condition
School - externally, good (partially disturbed, well preserved), trees in good condition.

External Integrity
School- externally, substantially intact/some intrusions. Changes include an addition to the entry porch and extension of 
some of the highlight windows in a matching form.

Context
Set on a distinctive curving street, among other public buildings such as the hall and the church. Contributory to the 
Tyabb Residential, Commercial  & Civic precinct.

451 of 529Graeme Butler & Associates, 2001 Volume 1:  Appendix 1:



Hastings District Heritage Places

The drawings for the school show a typical gabled weatherboard school house, 
with corrugated iron roofing, the large multi-paned  windows which had become 
requisite in the Edwardian-era, an 800 gallon tank and a tall brick chimney 
placed next to it.  The interior included a large classroom with a platform along 
one side, a gabled entry lobby, and a cloak room adjoining. GC Leach was the 
builder and the contract sum £549/12/6d.

Building the shelter shed was the next preoccupation at the school in the 1920s. 
In 1941 the head teacher noted 18 young gums planted on the site and in 1947 
the grounds had to be cultivated and reseeded due to the `heavy growth of 
coarse native grass'.

A pamphlet published in 1991 celebrating 100 years of the Tyabb Primary 
School (SS 3129) stated that an oak there was probably planted in 1895 when 
the first building was put there so that oaks appear to be a tradition among the 
Tyabb schools.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Educating

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Establishing schools

Associations: Victorian Government

Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme Educating

Other PAHT Subtheme:

Statement of Significance:
The hybrid oak, Tyabb Railway Station School is significant to the Mornington 
Peninsula Region because: :
-it is rare within the Shire and the region for its type, maturity and associations 
(Criterion A4, B2) 

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Social significance

Rarity or distinction among a comparable group

Richness and diversity of cultural features

A.4

G.1

B.2

A.3
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Tyabb Railway Station School and mature trees are significant to the Tyabb 
locality because: 
- of the school's historical associations as a long term public building in the area 
which has changed little since it was erected in the Edwardian-era (Criterion A4, 
G1);
- of the property's contribution to a locally significant civic precinct (Criterion A3);
- the mature trees  in the playground, such as the native scarlet gums (3 x `E. 
ficifolia'), have associations with school life over a long period and were the 
product of local planting programmes reflecting the need for shelter trees and 
beautification.

References
Barnard, 2000, Hastings District Heritage Study Stage 2 Environmental History;

Documentation

Tree Controls Apply?: Yes

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate Recommended (oak)

National Trust Register? Recommended (oak)

Recommendations

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the main contributory elements are the oak, 1913 school and cited trees, with emphasis on fabric 
and planting from or near the construction date 1912-13.

- to conserve and enhance the tree, building and its landscape setting where enhancement would 
include replacement of any known missing original components in the building or landscape setting;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of the oak and the building;
- to ensure that publicly visible new structures near the building are visually recessive and related in 
terms of form, size, materials and placement but are distinguishable on close inspection from the 
original elements; 
- to ensure that new trees planted are related to the oak and existing mature trees in terms of type, 
potential size, and do not affect their growth or health; 
- to maintain the property's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further 
historical findings;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the   site, followed by the 
creation of an incorporated plan for better management in the planning scheme.

External Paint Controls Apply? Yes

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? Yes
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Les Blake, (ed.), `Vision and Realisation, A History of Education in Victoria'
Victorian Public Records Office (VPRO) school building file VPRS 795/P 1891 SS3544;
VTO LP3442

Assessed By: Graeme Butler, Francine Gilfedder
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Name of place Woolley's Cool Room, Woolley's Beach
618

Other Names Woolley's cellar

Addres The Esplanade
Crib Point

Map (Melway) 165D11

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Shire

Creation date(s): 1903c-

off

Site Type: Store, fish

Description:

This is said to be an old brick pit or cellar but only reinforced concrete 
(reinforced with tram line sections) and mass concrete are visible. A chain wire 
security fence surrounds the cellar obscuring views to it, The cellar is at the 
north-east corner of the southern car park on Woolley's beach, marked with 
sign-  `Bill Woolley's Cool Room. This cement cool room was built by Mr Bill 
Woolley in the year 1903 to store his fish on weekends. Blocks of ice were 
packed in with the fish awaiting transport to Melbourne by train on Monday 
mornings'.

Description

Condition
Externally, fair (disturbed, reasonably preserved).

External Integrity
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History
Background History 

The first fishermen in the area settled at King's Creek, later known as Hastings, 
in the early 1840s. By the time the town was officially surveyed, there were 
several fishermen's cottages here. A handful of fishermen's cottages can still be 
seen in Skinner Street, Hastings, though further research is needed to determine 
when they were built. A map of the Parish of Bittern in 1873 includes a fisher's 
hut on the shore at Crib Point.   An 1891 map of Western Port shows fishermen's 
huts on Hanns Inlet at Stony Point.   According to Valda Cole, the Mentiplay and 
Bryant families, with their continuity of service in the industry from the 1860s, are 
acknowledged among the fishing pioneers. The important role played in the 
fishing life of Hastings by immigrants from Italy also deserves recognition. Still 
engaged in this industry is the well-known Mirabella family.. 

Horace Wheelwright, who wrote about the availability of game and fish in Victoria 
in his Bush Wanderings of a Field Naturalist, published in 1861, predicted that 
Western Port would soon 'be the great rendezvous of the fishermen south of 
Melbourne' because shipping in Port Phillip Bay had disturbed the fish too much 
whereas in Western Port there is no harbour for shipping; and although the 
shores are principally mud-flats instead of a good sandy beach, there is much 
good fishing ground, and many places where a net can be 'shot'. The distance 
from town is considerable; but even now hawkers run regularly during the 
winter..  

In 1889 a correspondent in the Mornington Standard wrote: 
"On recently visiting Hastings I was somewhat surprised to learn of the 
magnitude of the fishing industry there. There are from sixty to seventy 
fishermen carrying on operations there, and the amount of money that is weekly 
received into that place from the sale of fish seems almost incredible. I was 

History and themes

Externally, partially intact/intrusions.

Context
Further along the beach to the north, half way between the two car parks,  is a tramway track remnant (tracks and 
sleepers) disappearing into the water with some timber piles visible in the sand, being remnants of the `fishermen's jetty 
shown on the Higgens plan. A road formation links the two. Nearby are recent tourist shelters, toilets, car parks  and 
BBQ shelters. Further south are the mangroves next to what is thought to be a clearing where previously mangroves 
grew but we cut to provide ash used in a tanning kiln.

On the Esplanade the Woolley house site is marked by two mature stone pines which curve towards each other as 
possible entry plantings to the house yard. Nearby are less mature Monterey pines. The land once occupied by Woolley 
and others is now a tank farm.   

Both areas are contained by the Crib Point jetties formerly serving the BP complex.
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informed by a gentleman, who should be in a position to speak with authority, 
that from £300 to £400 is received by the fishermen each week. At any rate the 
fishing smacks that lay riding at anchor there, and the miles of fishing net that is 
disposed along the railing of the pier evidences in very plain terms a thriving 
industry" { Barnard, 2000}.

Specific History 

A sign at the site states:  `Bill Woolley's Cool Room. This Cement cool room was 
built by Mr Bill Woolley in the year 1903 to store his fish on weekends. Blocks of 
ice were packed in with the fish awaiting transport to Melbourne by train on 
Monday mornings'.

This site was once part of a group of Crown Allotments on the west side of 
Western Port Bay opposite JA Skinner's Sandstone Island. Allotment 89 was 
sold to Ashton Woolley Snr. in 1882. By 1913 Woolley, described as being a Crib 
Point farmer, owned parts of CAs 87-89 Bittern Parish, totalling 80 acres. In 1917 
Woolley began to sell parts of his holding to persons such as  George Ponting, 
James Hagan, Edward & Eliza Martin, and Ashton Woolley junior. More lots were 
sold in 1919-21. 
 
A real estate plan produced by Geo Higgens, auctioneer, of Melbourne and Red 
Hill showed the breaking up of the land around this site early in the 20th century 
and the occupants of a number of structures along and near the coast. Just west 
of the east end of Disney St, on the north side, was a brick house occupied by A 
Woolley (lot sold to Ashton Woolley Jnr 1917).  Facing The Esplanade and the 
bay, just to the north of Disney St (4 chain or 240m), was a weatherboard house 
occupied by W Woolley (sold to William Woolley 1929) on a 3 chain square lot. A 
further 3.2 chain north was a similar block with a weatherboard house occupied 
by Mrs Boe (sold to Annie Boe 1938). At the rear of her block was what was 
called and `old kiln and sheds', possibly used for tanning and reputedly fired by 
harvested mangroves. Further in it was `rough grass' and `timbered'. These 
structures were located on lot 4 of the estate, providing 146 acres.   A 
`fishermen's jetty'  was approximately in front of W Woolley's house and  further 
north there was another. The remnants of these can still be seen. Further north 
again, on Jacks Road (now Woolleys Rd),  was J Jack's weatherboard house, 
west of  Jack's kiln.

Ashton W (Bill?) Woolley snr. died at Hastings in 1937, aged 91. His mother and 
father were unknown at the time of death but his headstone at the Crib Point 
cemetery stated that he had been married twice, first to Rosanna and later to 
Cecilia (nee Carstairs) { Macbeth}. His son Ashton junior, died at Crib Point in 
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1944 aged 60.  Robert Ashton Woolley, son of John & Annie, died in 1955 aged 
77.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Exploiting Natural Resources

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Fishing and whaling

Associations: Woolley, Ashton W

Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme Fishing

Other PAHT Subtheme:

Statement of Significance:
Woolley's cool room or fish cellar, Woolley's Beach, is significant to the 
Mornington Peninsula Shire because: 
- it is the only known beach side fish cellar in the Shire and thus rare evidence of 
the Western Port Bay fishing industry in its more primitive early form (Criterion 
A4, B2);
- the cellar has been marked and set aside by the local community for its 
historical worth (Criterion G1).

Tree Controls Apply?: No

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate No

National Trust Register? Recommended

Recommendations

External Paint Controls Apply? No

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Rarity or distinction among a comparable group

Social significance

A.4

B.2

G.1
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References
HSSC;
B Hann, Comments Sheet Feb 1999
Bennett, B `The Old General Store': 134, 137 Woolley house shown  1913
Plans- 'Proc Roads , Parish of Bittern', 1873, Land and Survey Information Centre
- Miscellaneous Defence 59, 1891 (shows many features of the Western Port area)
Miscellaneous Defence 61, 1891;
Barnard, 2000, Hastings District Heritage Study Stage 2 Environmental History

Documentation

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the main contributory element is the cellar, with emphasis on fabric from or near the construction 
date in the 1920s.

- to conserve and enhance the cellar and its native landscape setting where enhancement would 
include replacement of any known missing original components in the building or landscape setting;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of the cellar, possibly by reconsidering the present 
security fence and providing better interpretive information at the site;
- to ensure that new structures near the cellar are visually recessive in terms of form, size, materials
and placement but are distinguishable on close inspection from the original elements; 
- to maintain the  cellar's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further historical 
findings;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the  site, followed by the 
creation of an incorporated plan for better management in the planning scheme.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler, Francine Gilfedder

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? No
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Name of place Tubbarubba (or Tubba Rubba) & Bulldog Creeks goldfield 
& Tubbarubba reserve precinct
626

Other Names
Addres Tubbarubba Road (also off Elleri

Merricks North

Map (Melway) 162A-C,1-7

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Shire

Creation date(s): 1862-1920s

 38-5

Site Type: Mining area

Description:

Remnant mine workings existed on part of the Tubbarubba Creek & Bulldog 
Creek valleys. The Tubbarubba Reserve flora is also thought to show the 
indigenous state of the land at contact. The place is also thought to contain 
burials. 

The heritage study of the Mornington Shire stated that an inspection could not 
be arranged for the site where mining remnants had been seen in the 1864, 
1928 and 1941 survey. This was on the Tubbarubba Creek (Melway 151 H10, 
162 A-C, 1-7) in privately owned open exotic pasture along the creek banks and 
in some thinly wooded farmlands west of Tubbarubba Rd: no remnants could be 

Description
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History
The discovery of gold and the subsequent rushes of the 1850s were a pivotal 
point in Victoria's post-contact history. Three small gold rushes occurred on the 
Mornington Peninsula in the nineteenth century.  Two were centred on the 
Tubbarubba Creek and another on Bulldog Creek. …' { Barnard, 2000} 

Tubbarubba was an official gold field from 1862 after a claimed find by Permezel 
and others although this was never verified. Local pioneer pastoralist, AB 
Balcombe sent a letter to the Minister of Lands in 1862 notifying him of the find at 
an alluvial patch 8 miles from Snapper Point (Mornington) on the Tubba Rubba. 
Reef mines were started two years later. 

History and themes

seen from the nearest public viewpoints (end Ellerina Rd, Tubbarubba Rd) but 
aerial views show the mining dam still extant and other potential sites on CA7A, 
Balnarring parish plan.

The 1857 Mornington county plan shows the Tubbarubba crossing James 
Hearn's land, heading towards Atkins Pre-emptive Right. Where it crossed the 
main Frankston Road, a Reserve for Camps had been laid out. Near the creek 
the land description was `Stringybark thickly wooded' or `Rushy land, thickly 
wooded' { RP 47}.  Gold workings are shown on the banks of both creeks in an 
1864 plan.

The Keble 1928 plan (updated in 1958) shows considerable detail: mine shafts 
and tunnels, alluvial workings along the length of both creeks, a battery site, 
dam and open cuts: with a concentration of artefacts on CA7A, Balnarring parish 
plan (Downward Crown Grant).

Aerial views of the area from the 1950s show the area where artefacts were 
identified as open exotic grassland on the west of the Tubbarubba Creek with 
native forest on the east with some thicker vegetation along the creek itself. 
Further to the south east there were orchards.

(Further inspection required)
Condition
Thought to be fair (disturbed, reasonably preserved).

External Integrity
Substantially changed/major intrusions.

Context
This field varies from a creek valley within undulating open grasslands to one within sparse native forest, the former area 
being the only known site.
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Bulldog creek was worked from its source for about two miles by some 40 men in 
1866. A digger named Barnes was more successful than most. Other reefs were 
discovered at Tyabb, Kangerong and Dromana { Flett: 39-40}.  The pioneering 
Hurley family was first attracted to the district by the Tubbarubba gold rush.

Keble, in his 1941 report on the mineral resources of the Mornington Peninsula, 
identified a number of sites of previous gold mining activity, including an old 
battery site on the Tubbarubba Creek and a number of prospecting holes near 
the Tubbarubba Creek and in the vicinity of present-day Tubbarubba Road. He 
also identified an old dam and Barnes' workings on the Bulldog Creek. Although 
Barnes' workings were said to have yielded £5,000 worth of gold, it was not clear 
how much had been won from the Tubbarubba Creek, although Keble noted that 
' a quantity of alluvial gold appears to have been won from a gully on the 
Tubbarubba Creek { Barnard, 2000}.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Utilising mineral resources

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Mining for other resources

Associations: Permezel and others

Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme

Other PAHT Subtheme: Appreciating the natural wonders of Australia

Statement of Significance:
The Tubbarubba and Bulldog Creeks gold field is potentially significant to the 
Mornington Peninsula Shire because: 
- it was the only gold find that has been documented on the Mornington 
Peninsula from an era which changed the nature of the Victorian Colony  
(Criterion A4, B2); 
- gold seeking is no longer carried out on the Peninsula and so any evidence of 

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Rarity or distinction among a comparable group

A.4

B.2
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the activity would be regionally significant (Criterion B2).

References
see Shire of Mornington heritage study; 
Flett, J. `The History of Gold Discovery in Victoria': (Tubba Rubba) 18, 39, 40;
E Howard Comments Sheet Feb 1999;
R.A. Keble, 'The Mornington Peninsula', Memoirs of the Geological Survey of Victoria, No.17,1950: 
69;
Keble, F.R.A, 'Tubba Rubba and Bulldog Creek Diggings', in Geological Survey of Victoria 
Records, Vol. V, Part 3, 1937;
Keble, F.R.A., Memoir No. 17, `The Mornington Peninsula', 1968, Geological Survey of Victoria.
M Carney Comments Sheet Feb 1999;
Land Victoria Roll Plan 47 (RP)
`Mining & Geological Journal' March 1941: 213
G Byrne, `Early Days of the Mornington Peninsula', in the Victorian Historical Magazine, Vol.XIV, 
Dec.1932
Balnarring parish plan put-away CAs 3, 7, 8 reserve;
Keble, Dept of Mines, Victoria `Tubbarubba & Bulldog Creek Diggings' 1691/G/3 1928 base

Documentation

Tree Controls Apply?: No

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate No

National Trust Register? Recommended

Recommendations

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the contributory elements include  all gold workings as mapped on the Keble 1928 plan:

- to conserve and enhance the gold workings where enhancement would include replacement of 
any known missing original related mining components in the goldfield or setting;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of these gold workings;
- to ensure that any new structures within the place are well away from the contributory elements, 
and visually recessive in terms of form, size, materials and placement; 
- to maintain the place's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further historical 
findings;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the  site, followed by the 
creation of an incorporated plan for better management in the planning scheme.
Further details to be established after further inspection.

External Paint Controls Apply? No

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? No
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Assessed By: Graeme Butler
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Name of place Two Bays house
117

Other Names Two Bays Nurseries & Orchard Co. P/L

Addres Two Bays Drive
Somerville

Map (Melway) 148 F5

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): State

Creation date(s): 1904 house

  9

Site Type: Orchard house

Description:

This is a large brick Edwardian-era Federation Bungalow style villa, with timber 
verandah,  half-timbered gable ends, unglazed terra-cotta tiled hipped and 
gabled roof forms, `candle snuffer' turret tower and the house name (Two Bays) 
in bas-relief on the tower base, tall red brick chimneys, extensive leadlight 
glazing in timber framed casements, and weatherboard stable-like buildings to 
one side of the house yard (rebuilt?). 

The house is set on a hill, with `Washingtonia sp', Canary Island palm,  a 
Monterey cypress row to the north-west, a large elm, 3x rare mature 
`Trachycarpus sp.' at the side plus remnant out-buildings,  Monterey pine rows, 
and rebuilt picket gates. These mature trees relate to the construction period of 

Description
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History
Historical background 

Orchards have been the most predominant land use in the Study Area, covering 
much of the land from Somerville to Red Hill. Some of the earliest selectors in 
the area, who took up their blocks in the 1860s and 1870s, planted the first fruit 
trees. Apples and pears were the main fruits grown, although berries and stone 
fruit were also grown in the Red Hill area. Many family names of original 
selectors are still associated with the study area, the descendants of the first 
selectors still continuing to work the land settled by their ancestors. Some of 
these first selectors became well-known as orchardists and nurserymen and 
played prominent local roles in establishing cool stores and community services 
in their local areas. Fruit, particularly apples, from the study area was exported 
overseas as well as catering to the domestic market { Barnard, 2000}. 

The Victorian orchard industry expanded around the turn of the century, aided by 
a government export bonus and an encouragement planting scheme.   The 
construction of the Stony Point railway line in 1889 was an added boon to local 

History and themes

the building and aid in the period expression and cultural significance of the 
place as indicators of age and period.

There are few buildings to compare with it in the Shire or the Mornington 
Peninsula, in terms of the combination of style, scale (medium to large size,  
brick villa form) and original use (orchard or farm house). Given the Peninsula's 
premier status as an orchard region in the Edwardian-era this house epitomises 
the wealth provided by this primary industry within the State context.

Palms
Mature Canary Island palms are distinctive visually as well as highly indicative of 
Edwardian-era and inter-war garden planting styles. They are also uncommon 
within the Shire compared to the broad landscape which is well populated with 
conifer rows and individual gardens which commonly exhibit trees planted after 
WW2. A number of specimens have been identified in this study because of this 
rarity within the broad landscape.

Condition
Externally, good (partially disturbed, well preserved).

External Integrity
Externally, substantially intact/some intrusions.

Context
The house and yard are surrounded by new suburban housing dotted on the undulating former agricultural land.
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orchardists as it offered accessible and regular transport to Melbourne. 
Refrigerated cool stores, which appeared in the first decades of the twentieth 
century also aided the orchard industry. By this time it was estimated that around 
60,000 cases of fruit annually were produced in the Somerville, Tyabb and 
Baxter district { Barnard, 2000}. 

By 1917 there were approximately 2,070 acres of bearing trees and 999 acres of 
non bearing trees in the districts of Somerville, Tyabb and Hastings. Even in 
1960, orchards provided the main source of income in the Shire , when 
approximately 3,000 acres were still planted with apples and pears and 380,000 
cases of apples and 30,000 cases of pears were produced annually.   

Pressure to subdivide rural land into hobby farms, residential areas and other 
primary production uses has led to a reduction in the acreage devoted to 
orchards in recent decades. Nevertheless even ten years ago a large proportion 
of Victoria's apples still came from the Mornington Peninsula. In 1988/89 the 
former Shire of Hastings was the second most significant local government area 
for orchards in Victoria. At that time there were still 625 ha of land in the Shire 
devoted to orchards, compared with 859 in the former Shire of Lilydale { Barnard, 
2000}.  
 
Closely aligned with the orchard industry in the study area were nurseries 
established to propagate fruit and exotic trees… well-known nurseries (included) 
Griffeth's Two Bays Nursery, Cole's Fernbank Nursery, Grant's Fairfield 
Nurseries at Tyabb, and Shepherd's Nursery, which still exists in Moorooduc 
today. The Grant family operated a nursery and orchard in Denham Road Tyabb 
from 1885 till the 1960s when the land was sold to industrialists { Barnard, 
2000}.  Other prominent nurseries were operated by Caldwell, Brunning, Barber, 
Thornell, Jones, Murray, Scott, and Unthank { Shaw, 2001}. 

Specific history 

George Griffeth of 346 Flinders St, Melbourne, was the owner of 160 acres of CA 
44 Tyabb parish 1903-4. In the following year George & Charles Griffeth, 
nurserymen, had a brick house built on the site. George Griffeth was pictured in 
`The Leader'  about that time as the Victorian delegate to the Nurserymen and 
Seedsmen's' conference (23 November 1908). Charles died at Mornington in 
1934 aged 81.

After World War One the Griffeth brothers were gone from the house and the 
attached 62 acres of the property and in there place was a Miss Jessie & EJ 
Broughton, then on just 62 acres. Arthur Wettenhall had it for a brief time in the 
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1920s, followed by Cecilia Fogarty and then Robert C Bell, farmer, c1924. Angus 
McPhail was the next owner c1926 and remained there for another 10 years. 
Leila Shaw notes that John Brunning & Sons acquired the Two Bays nursery 
business in 1939, making their nursery operation among the  `largest fruit tree 
nurseries in the southern hemisphere'.  The next owner of Two Bays in 1937 ( 
house lot 62 acres, part CA44), Lachlan Mclean, had it until the 1950s { RB}.

The Two Bays orchard is thought to have been established c1890. Leila Shaw 
writes that, by 1915, the nursery carried about 2 million trees plus 20,000 
orchard trees distributed over 400 acres: `… (the house) was a land-mark and 
show-piece of the district as it stood majestically at the end of a magnificent 
driveway bordered by an avenue of pine trees and agapanthus stretching from 
the direct corner of two roads'  { Shaw: 99}. 

Early views of the property show the house isolated in an open field of nursery 
trees, with only a few Monterey pines near the house. The numerous Monterey 
pine rows which surrounded their fields were cut down in 1992 for the 
subdivision but some rows remain at Moorooduc in another of their holdings 
(Two Bays Orchard, later part Tully's Orchard, Moorooduc Highway). The 
Griffeths had the only citrus nursery on the Murray River which was said to be 
the largest of its kind in the southern hemisphere { Shaw: 99}.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Engaging in primary production

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Fruit growing

Associations: George & Charles 
Griffeth

Robert C Bell Angus McPhail

Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme orchards and coolstores

Other PAHT Subtheme:

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Design or technological achievement

Association with important person or group

A.4

F.1

H.1
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Statement of Significance:
Two Bays is significant to Victoria and the Mornington Peninsula Region 
because:  
- it is a major architectural expression of the wealth generated by the growth of 
the Victorian orchard industry in the Edwardian-era centred on the Mornington 
Peninsula region (Criterion A4);
- the house design is unusually sophisticated when judged among other 
Edwardian-era farm or orchard houses on the Peninsula (Criterion F1) ;
- the property has been described over time as the centre of one of the largest 
fruit nursery operations in the Southern hemisphere (Criterion A4, B2) ; 
- the house is associated with the Griffeths brothers who were pre-eminent in 
their field within Peninsula life and represented Victoria in national nurserymen 
forums (Criterion H1) .

Tree Controls Apply?: Yes

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended

Heritage Victoria Register? Recommended

Register of the National Estate Recommended

National Trust Register? Recommended

Recommendations

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the main contributory elements are the house, cited trees, and related fabric and planting from or 
near the house construction date 1904- and the Griffeth tenure (-1918).

- to conserve and enhance the building and its landscape setting where enhancement would 
include replacement of any known missing original components in the building or landscape setting;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of the building;
- to ensure that publicly visible new structures near the building are visually recessive and related in 
terms of form, size, materials and placement but are distinguishable on close inspection from the 
original elements; 
- to ensure that new trees planted are related to the existing mature trees in terms of type, potential 
size, and do not affect their growth or health; 
- to maintain the property's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further 
historical findings;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the  site, followed by the 
creation of an incorporated plan for better management in the planning scheme.

External Paint Controls Apply? Yes

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? Yes

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? Yes
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References
Shaw 1998: 99-
Municipal Rate Book Frankston & Hastings Shire (RB) Centre Riding;
Parish Plan;
Macbeth `Death Index'
Barnard, 2000, Hastings District Heritage Study Stage 2 Environmental History

Documentation

Assessed By: Graeme Butler, Francine Gilfedder
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Name of place Bittern-Balnarring-Merricks-Red Hill Railway Precinct
656

Other Names
Addres varies

Bittern-Balnarring-Merricks-Red 
Hill

Map (Melway) 191B6-192F9

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Shire

Creation date(s): 1921-53

Site Type: Railway

Description:

The following are contributory elements to the precinct:
Balnarring Railway Station site,  off,  Frankston Flinders Road,  Balnarring,  
1921c,   Melway 193E5
Bittern Railway Station, site,  Frankston Flinders Road,  Bittern,  1921c-,  
Melway 164F7;
Bittern Railway house, former,  2413  Frankston Flinders Road,  Bittern,  1920s,  
Melway 164F7
Merricks Railway Station Grounds,  3450,  Frankston Flinders Road,  Merricks,  
1921-53,   Melway 192F9
Red Hill Railway Station site,  turntable  platforms & shed area,  Red Hill Road,  

Description
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History
Historical background 

The railway line from Frankston through to Stony Point on Western Port was built 
primarily as a precaution for the defence of Melbourne, unlike most other 
Victorian railway lines in the nineteenth century, which were aimed at improving 
the transport of primary products and passengers from rural areas to Melbourne 
markets. It was the Minister of Defence, Frederick Sargood, who proposed a line 
to Stony Point in 1886. Eventually the route chosen originated in Frankston, 
passed the Langwarrin Military Reserve, on to Baxter's Flat then to Somerville, 
Hastings, Bittern and Stony Point. Railway construction began in 1887. The line 
reached Stony Point in December 1889.  
Although its primary aim was as a defence measure, the railway line was a boon 
to local communities and especially to the orchard industry. The opening of 
stations at Somerville and Tyabb, for instance, accelerated growth of these 
townships. When co-operative cool stores were built in the twentieth century in 
these towns they were located close to the railway station to enable easy 
transport.  A branch railway line at Tyabb was built to the cool store at Tyabb in 
1914. A ferry service began operating between Hastings and Cowes on Phillip 
Island in 1889, when the railway reached Hastings and later, between Stony 
Point and Cowes   The Stony Point Railway service was discontinued in 1981 
but reopened in 1984 { Barnard, 2000}. 

Specific History   

The Bittern-Balnarring-Merricks-Red Hill railway line, connecting to the existing 
railway line at Bittern, was not completed until 1921, despite agitation for such a 
railway line from the turn of the century.   Several routes down the Peninsula to 

History and themes

Red Hill,  1921c,   Melway 191

Typically mature Monterey pine rows line the reserve. These mature trees relate 
to the construction and running period of the line and aid in the period 
expression and cultural significance of the place as indicators of age and period.

Condition
Externally, fair (disturbed, reasonably preserved).

External Integrity
Externally, partially intact/intrusions.

Context
The railway traverses farming land from the hilly terrain of Red Hill to the coastal plains of Bittern, with increasing 
urbanisation at each station site.
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Flinders had been investigated until the final route was chosen. By the 1920s 
road transport had already begun to compete with the railways for both 
passengers and goods so the Red Hill line handled very little traffic, although 
there were at least four special trains for the Red Hill Show in 1922, 1923, 1924 
and 1927. 
The line was closed in 1953 and dismantling was authorised in 1955 { Barnard, 
2000}.

The bill to authorise the line's construction was passed in 1915 but WW1 halted 
any thought of construction. The first sod was turned at Balnarring in 9 July 
1920, followed by a banquet at the Balnarring Hall. The contractor was Donald 
Ross McKay. Some 6 horse teams and around 60 workmen using wheelbarrows, 
picks and shovels were typically active on the line's construction. 

The first train ran from Merricks to Red Hill 2 December 1921 and arrived in front 
of a crowd of 700 assembled at the Red Hill railway station and  cool store which 
itself had only just been completed.  The line was officially opened by Barnes, 
the Minister for Railways, and, after a ribbon was cut,  the train returned to 
Merricks. President of the Red Hill Fruitgrowers Association, Richard McIlroy, 
pronounced at the ribbon cutting ceremony: `this ribbon was all that separated 
the local fruitgrowers from the markets of the world'. A ball followed in the 
grading room of the cool store and typically the revellers danced until the early 
hours of the following day { Holmes}.

Keith Holmes writes that a further 4 miles were intended to be built to just north 
of Flinders in 1924 but although the line was surveyed, the growing use of motor 
transport had meant that the construction was not required. However the traffic 
of fruit through the line and the associated cool store was enormous, being some 
hundreds of thousands of cases. In 1922 it was estimated that on one day, 840 
tons of fruit was shifted to market, being at the peak of the export trade. 
Steam gave way to a diesel rail motor in 1924 but by 1929 the passenger service 
was reduced to a mixed train (goods and passengers) once a week because of 
lower numbers. Special trains ran for the Red Hill Show, the Dromana Races 
and special events, such as the Better Farming Train in 1926.  Motor transport 
eventually had its effect and the line was closed although some special trains still 
took children to Lord Somers Camp { Holmes}.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Moving goods and people

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Moving goods and people by rail

Associations: Victorian Government
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Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme railways

Other PAHT Subtheme:

Statement of Significance:
The Bittern-Balnarring-Merricks-Red Hill Railway precinct is significant to the 
Mornington Peninsula Shire because: 
- it has served the Shire over a key period in the expansion of the orchard 
industry in the area and farming generally (Criterion A4);
- it has social significance for the general Peninsula community and surrounding 
residents who used it for passenger and goods transport as well as a vehicle for 
social communication at stations and  in transit (Criterion G1);
- it has been the subject of local history publications, as an indication of its public 
heritage worth (see The Bittern and Red Hill Railway in `Balnarring Byways and 
Memories', Vol.2) (Criterion G1).

Tree Controls Apply?: Yes

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended, with completion of an incorporated plan

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate No

National Trust Register? Recommended

Recommendations

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the main contributory elements are the track reserve and station grounds, and related fabric and 
planting from  the operation date 1921-53.

External Paint Controls Apply? No

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? No

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Social significance

A.4

G.1
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References
Barnard, 2000, Hastings District Heritage Study Stage 2 Environmental History cites:
- Winty Calder. `Australian Aldershot, Langwarrin Military Reserve Victoria 1886-1980', 1987: 13-
14 
- Ian Wisken. The Bittern and Red Hill Railway, `Balnarring Byways and Memories', Vol.2: 1
- Australian Railway Historical Society. `Notes on the Bittern- Red Hill Railway', 1973: 5
Land Victoria - Plans- Miscellaneous Defence 59, 1891 (shows many features of the Western Port 
area); Miscellaneous Defence 61, 1891
Holmes, Keith. `The Bittern Red Hill Railway 1921-1953', Dromana, n.d..

Documentation

- to conserve and enhance the railway and its landscape setting where enhancement would include 
replacement of any known missing original components in the building or landscape setting;
- to conserve and enhance the public appreciation of the railway;
- to ensure that publicly visible new structures near the railway are visually related in terms of form, 
size, materials and placement to original structures on the line but are distinguishable on close 
inspection from the original elements; 
- to ensure that new trees planted in the reserve are related to the existing mature trees in terms of 
type, potential size, and placement and do not affect their growth or health; 
- to maintain the railway's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further historical 
findings;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the  precinct, followed by the 
creation of an incorporated plan for better management, before entry into the planning scheme.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler, Francine Gilfedder
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Name of place Frankston to Stony Point Railway Precinct
634

Other Names
Addres Varies

Frankston to Stony Point

Map (Melway) 195E5-102G5

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Shire

Creation date(s): 1889-1981

Site Type: Railway

Description:

Railway reserve and remaining early elements and plantings.
The following elements are contributory: 
Morradoo railway station site,  off  Cambell St,  Crib Point,  Melway 164H12
Hastings Railway Station,  Church St,  Hastings,  Melway 154H10
Hastings Railway Station house,   68  Church St,  Hastings,  1920s,  Melway 
154H10
Somerville station master's residence, now opportunity shop,  off,  Frankston 
Flinders Road,  Somerville,  1920s?,  Melway 107F12
Hastings Railway Station residence,  134  High St,  Hastings,  1920s,  Melway 
154H11
Baxter Railway Station, Trees,  off,  Station St,  Baxter,  1889c-,  Melway 107B4

Description
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History
The railway line from Frankston through to Stony Point on Western Port was built 
primarily as a precaution for the defence of Melbourne, unlike most other 
Victorian railway lines in the nineteenth century, which were aimed at improving 
the transport of primary products and passengers from rural areas to Melbourne 
markets. It was the Minister of Defence, Frederick Sargood, who proposed a line 
to Stony Point in 1886. Eventually the route chosen originated in Frankston, 
passed the Langwarrin Military Reserve, on to Baxter's Flat then to Somerville, 
Hastings, Bittern and Stony Point. Railway construction began in 1887. The line 
reached Stony Point in December 1889 { Barnard, 2000}.  

Although its primary aim was as a defence measure, the railway line was a boon 
to local communities and especially to the orchard industry. The opening of 
stations at Somerville and Tyabb, for instance, accelerated growth of these 
townships. When co-operative cool stores were built in the twentieth century in 
these towns they were located close to the railway station to enable easy 
transport.  A branch railway line at Tyabb was built to the cool store at Tyabb in 
1914. A ferry service began operating between Hastings and Cowes on Phillip 
Island in 1889, when the railway reached Hastings and later, between Stony 
Point and Cowes   

History and themes

Somerville Railway station & grounds, trees,  Station St,  Somerville,  1920s-,  
Melway 148 F
Stony Point Railway station,  off Stony Point Road,  Stony Point,  1920s?,  
Melway 195 E5
Tyabb Railway Station site, Mornington Tyabb Road, Tyabb, 1889, Melway 
148H10

Typically mature Monterey pine rows line the reserve. These mature trees relate 
to the construction and running period of the line and aid in the period 
expression and cultural significance of the place as indicators of age and period.

Condition
Externally, fair (disturbed, reasonably preserved).

External Integrity
Externally, partially intact/intrusions.

Context
Within the Shire the line traverses mainly farming land from the undulating terrain of Baxter to the orchard flats of 
Somerville, and the coastal plains of Hastings and then to Stony Point, with increasing urbanisation at each station site.
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The Tyabb railway station (1889) adjoined the packing shed and cool store 
complex and was part of the immense flow of fruit traffic from the district. One 
event noted by Leila Shaw at the Tyabb station was the Better Farming Train 
which was a travelling exhibit of better farming practice and domestic economy 
visiting rural farming areas in 1924. The station was burnt in 1969 and has  been 
replaced with unrelated prefabricate structures { Shaw, 2001}.

The Stony Point Railway service was discontinued in 1981 but reopened in 1984 
{ Barnard, 2000}.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Moving goods and people

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Moving goods and people by rail

Associations: Victorian Colonial 
Government

Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme railways

Other PAHT Subtheme:

Statement of Significance:
The Frankston to Stony Point Railway Precinct is significant to the Mornington 
Peninsula Shire because: 
- of its  special strategic role as a transport precaution for the defence of 
Melbourne, as associated with the other defence bases established on the 
Peninsula over time (Criterion A4, B2); 
- it has also served the Shire during key periods in the development and 
expansion of the orchard industry in the area and farming generally, with diverse 
roles including linking to a cool store at Tyabb in 1914 and the ferry service at 
Stony Point (Criterion A4);
- it has social significance for the general Peninsula community and surrounding 
residents who used it for passenger and goods transport as well as a vehicle for 

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Social significance

Rarity or distinction among a comparable group

A.4

G.1

B.2
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social communication at stations and  in transit (Criterion G1);
- it has been the subject of local history publications, as an indication of its public 
heritage worth (see `Balnarring Byways and Memories', Vol.2) (Criterion G1).

References
Barnard, 2000, Hastings District Heritage Study Stage 2 Environmental History cites: 
- Winty Calder. `Australian Aldershot, Langwarrin Military Reserve Victoria 1886-1980', 1987:13-14 
- Ian Wisken. The Bittern and Red Hill Railway, `Balnarring Byways and Memories', Vol.2: .1
- Australian Railway Historical Society. `Notes on the Bittern- Red Hill Railway', 1973: 5
Plans: Miscellaneous Defence 59, 1891 (shows many features of the Western Port area); 
Miscellaneous Defence 61, 1891
Shaw, L. 2001

Documentation

Tree Controls Apply?: Yes

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended, with completion of an incorporated plan

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate No

National Trust Register? Recommended

Recommendations

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the main contributory elements are the track reserve and station grounds, and related fabric and 
planting from  the operation date 1889-1981.

- to conserve and enhance the railway and its landscape setting where enhancement would include 
replacement of any known missing original components in the building or landscape setting;
- to conserve and enhance the public appreciation of the railway;
- to ensure that publicly visible new structures near the railway are visually related in terms of form, 
size, materials and placement to original structures on the line but are distinguishable on close 
inspection from the original elements; 
- to ensure that new trees planted in the reserve are related to the existing mature trees in terms of 
type, potential size, and placement and do not affect their growth or health; 
- to maintain the railway's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further historical 
findings;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the  precinct, followed by the 
creation of an incorporated plan for better management, before entry into the planning scheme.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler, Francine Gilfedder

External Paint Controls Apply? Yes

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? No
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Name of place Pt Leo to Watsons Inlet coastal landscape precinct
691

Other Names
Addres Varies

Pt Leo, Merricks, Balnarring, 
Somers, Bittern, Has

Map (Melway) 195 G12

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Regional

Creation date(s): 1800s-

Site Type: Landforms

Description:

This coastal landscape precinct consists of Hastings district coastal landscapes 
classified or recorded by the National Trust of Australia (Vic) in the 1970s. 

They included the following areas: 
Sandy Point (Western Port Bay ) coastal landscape, 
Point Leo to Somers coastal landscape, and 
Tyabb Coastline & Hinterland.

Sandy Point (Western Port Bay ) coastal landscape

Description
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The Trust classification was bordered by the Pt Leo to Somers landscape (q.v.) 
on the west, Hanns Inlet on the north and the coast on the east.

Dr Eric Bird gave the following description in 1998:
`The Sandy Point Peninsula is defined as the low-lying sandy terrain east of 
Somers and south of Hann's Inlet. The southern part of this peninsula consists 
of multiple sand ridges, arranged in slightly curved, and partly intersecting 
patterns, running roughly parallel to the Somers-Sandy Point beach to the south. 
The northern part is a low terrace of Tertiary and Pleistocene sandstone and 
gravel; the eastern shore has bays containing salt marshes and a mangrove 
fringe. To the west the ground rises to the plateau of the Somers area, with 
steep basalt bluffs, that mark a former cliff coastline. These land types are 
shown on a map published by Jenkin (1962).

There is evidence of an inner (older) series of ridges, possibly of Pleistocene 
age (formed between 80,000 and 125,000 years ago) and the outer (younger) 
series which are of Holocene age (formed during the past 6000 years). Further 
research is needed to date the stages in ridge succession, using radiocarbon 
and thermoluminescence techniques. The sand ridges and associated swamp 
deposits include evidence of the environmental history of southern Victoria over 
the past 125,000 years, and for scientific purposes it is necessary to ensure that 
these features remain undisturbed. Each of the sand ridges formed as a low 
dune behind a sandy beach. The sand is quartzose, with varying proportions of 
calcareous sand derived from shelly organisms or from older (Pleistocene) dune 
calcarenites washed in from the sea floor to the south. As the Holocene sea 
rose to its present level, about 6000 years ago large quantities of sand were 
washed into the south west of Westernport to form a sandy foreland that 
migrated along the coast from Point Leo and Balnarring to accumulate on the 
peninsula east of Somers. The dune ridges were built successively, and mark 
stages in the growth of this depositional area.  Each ridge at some stage formed 
the coastline, and the addition of successive ridges resulted in the intermittent 
southward advance (propagation) of the coastline as the sandy terrain grew 
seaward. Eastward drifting of sand along the coast past Somers led to the 
growth of the ridges to successive points, earlier "Sandy Points" that now form 
small promontories on the east coast of the Sandy Point Foreland. The pattern 
of the ridges indicates the formation of numerous sandy lobes, some of which 
were truncated by erosion before new dunes and lobes were added.

In recent years repeated surreys of the beach between Somers and Sandy 
Points have shown a prevalence of coastal erosion, with the coastline retreating 
by up to 20 metres between 1975 and 1985. Lobes of sand have formed a 
Somers and migrated eastwards along the shore: one has reached Cormorant 
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Point, and another has been added to the southern shore of Sandy Point. In the 
1960's Somers Yacht Club was built on one such lobe, and the severe erosion 
that began there in the 1970's was an indication that the lobe was moving 
eastward. The building and elaboration of a boulder rampart to halt erosion at 
Somers Yacht Club has simply resulted in additional scour of the adjacent beach 
and the near shore sea floor, and intensified erosion along the Somers coastline 
to the east. On Somers-Sandy Point beach, as on most sandy beaches in 
Victoria, and indeed around Australia and overseas, erosion has become 
prevalent. The chief reason for this is that supplies of sand from the sea floor 
and along the shore have diminished in recent decades, possibly because of a 
slowly rising sea level. During the 1980's erosion became dominant along most 
of the Somers-Sandy Point beach, so that the beach is now backed by cliffed 
dunes with undermined tea tree falling on to the shore. This is the most rapidly 
changing beach sector on the Victorian coastline. Local attempts to halt erosion 
with boulders or gabions have had adverse effects on the shore at and east of 
the Somers Yacht Club and on a sector east of Belvedere Steps. In both cases 
the adjacent, downdrift coastline (to the east) has been cut back rapidly. 
Stabilisation of this sandy coastline now would require either massive artificial 
beach renourishment, or the dumping of large quantities of sand on the coast at 
Somers and allowing it to drift eastward an repair the beach, or the building of a 
sea wall along its length, about 6 kilometres, which would cost several million 
dollars, and still necessitate large scale sand emplacement to maintain the 
fronting beach.

Studies of erosion and accretion patterns on the coastline between Somers and 
Sandy Point between 1966 and 1997 indicate that existing erosion will continue. 
Natural coastal processes will cut out a wide bay m the sandy ridge terrain 2 to 4 
kilometres east of Somers. Sand eroded from this sector will drift east forming a 
cuspate spit on Sandy Point at the eastern end. These losses and gains will be 
of scientific interest, particularly on the accreting foreland at Sandy Point. Which 
will be one of the very few sectors on the Victorian coast that continue to 
advance seaward, with the formation of new dune terrain, colonisation by dune 
vegetation and the development of associated ecosystems. 

The Sandy Point terrain vegetation is diverse containing 14 plant communities, 
which provide habitat for numerous birds, koalas, wallabies and other native 
fauna.'

Point Leo to Somers coastal landscape

The mapped area of this classification extended from the Pt Leo Rd on the west, 
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Frankston Flinders Rd and Sandy Pt Rd on the north, HMAS Cerberus on the 
east and the low water mark on the south. It was linked with the Sandy Pt 
classification. The area also includes the Farm Landscape, Frankston Flinders 
Rd, cited elsewhere in this report.

It contains a number of cultural phases, such as the planning of model 
weekender suburbs at Somers, the weekender subdivisions at Balnarring Beach 
in the 20th century and the development of Western Park, the Coolart and Cole 
grazing properties along the Somers and Merricks coasts in the 19th and 20th 
centuries, which have progressed in their turn from the former pastoral state of 
the land which in turn arose from the indigenous landscape described on the 
1840s and 1850s government survey plans. This type of landscape is preserved 
in the Coolart and HMAS Cerberus wetlands.

Tyabb Coastline & Hinterland

Tyabb Coastline comprises the Crown foreshore reservation, and Crown 
Allotments 29,34,31,32,33,54,55,56,56a,57,58,59,59a,60,60a and 61 Parish of 
Tyabb,  bounded by the line of Bungower Road to the north, the Tyabb Tooradin 
and Dandenong Hastings Roads to the west and Denham Rd to the south.

The specific zones  within the precinct were:
-The Mangrove Saltmarsh Inter-tidal Zone;
- The Woodland Hinterland;
- Harbour Development and Inland Rural Settlement 

The last zone was described as `an early attempt to create a channel to take 
boats through the inter-tidal zone largely failed and subsequently became silted 
up. The present larger channel replaced the earlier one. Mangroves were 
removed to create the channel. Dumping of spoil to create car and boat parking 
extended the destruction to adjacent mangrove areas. The new channel is 
reported to be stable and mangroves appear to be recolonising some of the 
disturbed areas. The low lying plain cut into the Tertiary Baxter Sandstone, with 
overlying Pleistocene dunes are commonly used elsewhere for intensive market 
gardening. In this area the rural allotments between the woodland and the main 
boundary roads are generally under pasture. Large poultry farms, horse training 
tracks and an industrial site, electricity terminal station and municipal tip are the 
major intrusions affecting the landscape amenity of the area. The low density of 
occupation ensures minimal impact on coastal values and a decreased risk of 
degradation.'

The vegetation in the area was seen as `similar to that on Quail and Chinaman 
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History
This coastal landscape precinct consists of Hastings district coastal landscapes 
classified or recorded by the National Trust of Australia (Vic) in the 1970s, as 
updated.  The primary heritage value attributed to the precinct is that its 

History and themes

Islands which are wild life reserves. These islands have very limited access and 
vegetation quality may be of higher quality. However as intact stands of this 
woodland type are rare on Westernport the Tyabb coast and hinterland is seen 
as of Regional significance'.

Summary
The most significant characteristics of the precinct as a whole are those 
described by the National Trust of Australia in their classifications of the 
component landscapes. The Pt Leo to Somers landscape: `Fine agricultural 
landscapes with rolling pastures and distant seascapes. The shallow beaches 
have many rocky platforms at low tide. There are fine stands of trees on the 
foreshore. The landscape has suffered little from adverse development'. Added 
to this are the strong natural values of the other component landscapes. Their 
selection by a community group (Trust) for their aesthetic and natural values  is 
another major cultural aspect. 

Typically the views from and to the bay are major character parameters of the 
precinct. The significant elements identified are either open grazing country with 
mature tree lines on fence lines and surrounding isolated farm complexes. Or 
there is the indigenous vegetation which shrouds the more hard edge cultural 
elements such as the  identified 1920s subdivisions (i.e.. Banksia Estate) as one 
of their basic characteristic: that of the beach house in the coastal scrub. Or 
there is the indigenous landscape which reflects the distinctive cultural use of 
the land (HMAS Cerberus) or its appearance at contact to pioneers of explorers. 

Both types of landscape are in danger of being suburbanised by the introduction 
of more built form and the reduction of grazing lands and trees.

Condition
Refer to Description and component place reports for: Sandy Point (Western Port Bay ) coastal landscape, Point Leo to 
Somers coastal landscape, and Tyabb Coastline & Hinterland.

External Integrity
Refer to Description and component place reports for: Sandy Point (Western Port Bay ) coastal landscape, Point Leo to 
Somers coastal landscape, and Tyabb Coastline & Hinterland.

Context
The physical margin along the bay to mainly farm landscapes mixed with urban development  at port and beach centres 
along its length. Refer to Description and component place reports for: Sandy Point (Western Port Bay ) coastal 
landscape, Point Leo to Somers coastal landscape, and Tyabb Coastline & Hinterland.
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components were identified by a community group as part of a cultural phase 
where the perception of landscape conservation was promoted by a number of 
groups, including the National Trust and the National Parks Association, among 
others.

They included the following areas: 
Sandy Point (Western Port Bay ) coastal landscape, 
Point Leo to Somers coastal landscape, and 
Tyabb Coastline & Hinterland.

Sandy Point (Western Port Bay ) coastal landscape
The Trust noted natural values in that citation, including indigenous vegetation 
such as coast banksia and manna gum woodland, a natural sand dune 
succession which was thought uncommon near Melbourne. It was later reviewed 
and reclassified as of State significance after the preparation of a classifications 
report by Dr Eric Bird in 1998. His assessment was based on both natural and 
cultural values, the latter class being represented by the association with the 
French explorer, D'Urville, who landed at Sandy point in 1826 and the 
association the area had with the Flinders Naval Depot or HMAS Cerberus since 
1912.

Dr Eric Bird gave the following historical background  in 1998:
`An early account by the French explorer Dumont D'Urville who landed on Sandy 
Point peninsula
on 17 November 1826, mentioned "a fine sandy beach bordered with low dunes 
covered with
various trees'. There were numerous kangaroos. "The open terrain is delightfully 
undulating.
Here are fine stands of trees easy to get through, there are vast grass covered 
clearings, with well
defined paths and linked by other tracks so regular and well marked that it is 
hard to conceive
how these could have happened without the hand of man."  These may have 
been made by
Aborigines. Although there is no record of Aboriginal occupation of the Sandy 
Point Peninsula,
the Aborigines certainly visited Sandy Point for J.T. Gellibrand recorded seeing 
many tracks of
natives on the beach in 1836. Aboriginal kitchen-middens are not seen on the 
eroded dune coast,
but the dunes now being eroded were formed only during the past century, the 
sector east and
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west of Cormorant Point having been added since 1940, and many middens 
would have been on
older dunes further inland.

The vegetation on the Sandy Point Foreland sand ridges can be described as 
"semi natural" as a consequence of revival after partial clearance, some grazing 
by cattle and horses, and bushfires earlier this century. The last major bushfire 
was in 1942. Evidence from the 1939 aerial photographs shows there was 
extensive `parkland" with scattered trees (an area that had probably been grazed 
by cattle in the 1930's). Subsequent air photos show that this are became 
covered with varied scrub and forest vegetation. In 1988 Gerner and Sanderson 
P/L produced a vegetation map showing 14 distinctive plant communities, 
including coastal tea-tree shrubland along the southern fringe and areas of 
Manna Gum open woodland and Coast Banksia woodland (with some trees 
more that a century old).

The Royal Australian Navy has maintained a rifle range in the country just south 
of Hann's Inlet, and an airstrip made in 1941 has disappeared. The nineteenth 
century Customs and Police station on Sandy Point has been dismantled 
(bluestone from here is said to have been incorporated in the walls at the 
entrance to the naval base)'.

Point Leo to Somers coastal landscape

National Trust of Australia recorded the 6 mile coastal landscape from Pt Leo to 
Somers in the 1970s as L384, a landscape (either natural or manmade) which 
contributed to the heritage of Australia and `which should be recorded and 
whose preservation is encouraged'. Ownership was both public and private. This 
was one of a number of Peninsula landscapes classified or recorded by the 
National Trust of Australia (Vic). 

The citation for the landscape was:
`Fine agricultural landscapes with rolling pastures and distant seascapes. The 
shallow beaches have many rocky platforms at low tide. There are fine stands of 
trees on the foreshore. The landscape has suffered little from adverse 
development'.

Tyabb Coastline & Hinterland

Other National Trust of Australia (Vic) landscapes included:
Hastings Coastal Strip (north of) which was recorded in 1973 as located on the 
coast within the Tyabb parish plan and containing salt marsh with adjoining 
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manna gum woodland. The area's significance was that it carried `vegetation 
formations which are a valuable entity in the ecological balance of Western Port 
Bay'. This was later renamed `Coastline east of Tyabb' and later Tyabb Coastline 
& Hinterland.
Tyabb Coastline & Hinterland extended south west from Watsons Inlet along the 
western shore of Western Port Bay, bounded by the line of Bungower Road to 
the north, the Tyabb Tooradin and Dandenong Hastings Roads to the west and 
Denham Rd to the south.

The National Trust of Australia (Vic) statement of significance was as follows:
Tyabb Coastline is of Regional landscape significance as it:
- Contains a large area of relatively intact salt marsh and mangrove inter-tidal 
zone and associated hinterland.
- A wildlife area and an integral part of the shoreline of Westernport where the 
lack of public access has limited the disturbance of plant and animal 
communities.
- Illustrates how ecosystems change as land is built up from the sea, and in the 
portion subject to marina development, the capacity for vegetation in such areas 
to regenerate following disturbance.

The National Trust of Australia (Vic) historical background on European history 
was as follows:
`The Tyabb area was part of the `Bunguyan' run held by a Mr King in the 1840's. 
In 1858 the Crown undertook the subdivision of the Parish of Tyabb which 
opened the pastoral runs to selection. Contemporary descriptions of the area 
range from "scrubby country" to "good pasture land" and "sandy soils chiefly 
covered with gum saplings and heath"  A topographic map prepared by AC Allan 
in 1887 showed a narrow inter-tidal marshland backed a broad area of heath 
land. Land close to the Hastings-Cranbourne Road frontage was open woodland. 
Seven small holdings were indicated with gardens under cultivation. In the 1890s 
and early 1900s many hundreds of acres were planted to orchards encouraged 
by a Government planting bonus and export incentives- Tyabb became a 
flourishing fruit and nursery area.'

`In the 1930s mangroves were cleared to provide boating access at the end of 
Denham Road. Yaringa Boat Harbour and channel was dredged through the salt 
marsh and mangroves and the tidal mud flats in 1967. A larger excavation 
following land sales established the present harbour. Denham Road has since 
been closed at McKirdys Road and boat access no longer provided.'

`Currently the area contains a mixed use of poultry farms, pastoral holdings, and 
rural residential development. A concrete batch-mixing plant is located on the 
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Hastings-Dandenong Road frontage north of the Tyabb Terminal Station which is 
served by a transmission line about 300 metres south of and parallel to this road. 
A municipal tip is located in McKirdys Road 700 metres south of Hastings-
Dandenong Road.'

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Organising recreation

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Experiencing the natural 
environment

Associations: Varies

Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme

Other PAHT Subtheme:

Statement of Significance:
The Pt Leo to Watsons Inlet  coastal landscape is significant to the Mornington 
Peninsula Region as the combination of the following components:

The Sandy Point (Westernport) component of the coastal landscape is significant 
to the region or Mornington peninsula:
- for the association of the indigenous coastal landscape with the French 
explorer, D'Urville, who landed at Sandy point in 1826, representing the state of 
the land at contact (Criterion A4, C1, H1) ; 
- for the association the area had with the Flinders Naval Depot (or HMAS 
Cerberus) since 1912 (Criterion A4);
- for the recognition of the landscape in the 1970s by the National Trust of 
Australia (Vic), among an early group of landscape classifications in this area and 
in the State (Criterion E1, G1).

The Point Leo to Somers component of the coastal landscape is significant to the 

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Association with important person or group

Social significance

Research potential or of scientific interest

A.4

H.1

G.1

C.2

E.1 Aesthetic importance to the community or a cultural group
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Mornington Peninsula region because:
- its fine agricultural and pastoral landscapes with rolling pastures and distant 
seascapes which have been recognised by the community in many ways 
including as the subject of major artworks, tourist promotion and postcard 
(Criterion E1, G1) ;
-of the many rocky platforms and formations visible at low tide along the shallow 
beaches, providing scenic and scientific interest (Criterion E1, C2) ; 
-of the fine stands of native vegetation at the water's edge and the mature exotic 
trees on the foreshore and environs, some of which are rare within the Shire  
(Criterion E1, B2) ;
- for the high state of preservation of this cultural landscape which has suffered 
little from adverse development since it was established in the late 19th century 
(Criterion A4, D2);
- of the close visual likeness of parts of this coast to the period of early the early 
formative history of shipping and settlement in the area (Criterion A4); and 
- of the recognition of this landscape by the national Trust of Australia (Vic) as 
one of a group of early landscapes to be recognised by the Trust for their cultural 
meaning (Criterion E1, G1).

The Tyabb coastline and hinterlands component of the landscape is significant to 
the Mornington Peninsula Region because: 
- the large area of relatively intact salt marsh and mangrove inter-tidal zone and 
associated hinterland plus the wildlife area and associated shoreline of Western 
Port Bay  where the lack of public access limiting the disturbance of plant and 
animal communities makes the area highly  representative of the landscape in 
the area at European settlement first contact (Criterion A4, C2);
- this type of landscape is rare within the region (Criterion B2);
- for the recognition of the landscape in the 1970s by the National Trust of 
Australia (Vic), among an early group of landscape classifications - in this area  
(Criterion G1) .

Tree Controls Apply?: Yes

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended (Significant Landscape Overlay, 
potential heritage overlay after completion of 
incorporated plan)

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate Recommended (to be unified)

National Trust Register? Recommended (to be unified)

Recommendations

External Paint Controls Apply? No

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No
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Recommendation
This coastal strip is in part heterogenous (i.e. Pt Leo to Somers, Hastings), with both natural and 
cultural values, and in part valued mainly for its natural significance. Some of the management 
issues have already been dealt with in terms of the components such as the Merricks Farm 
landscape and the Coolart reserve.
 
Threats against the natural systems and values seen in the Tyabb area are also typical of those 
within the precinct. They include:
-Permitted and unauthorised clearing for the reduction of "fire hazards" threatens the viability of the 
woodland ecosystem and the retention of the scenic backdrop for the coastal landscape. Much of 
the woodland area is in private ownership predominantly at the end of Bungower Road and 
adjacent to the Yaringa boat harbour.
-Houses built to take advantage of sea views will be visible from the shoreline and impair the natural
landscape.
-Pressure to extend or improve harbour facilities at Yaringa and in  coastal urban centres.
-Incompatible land uses in the adjoining rural zone.
-Weed invasion, for example, from old pine trees regenerating in the coastal woodland.

Management Issues included:
- Management of the foreshore reserves and need for management plans accounting for the above 
values.
- Pollution from shipping and industry in Westernport.
- Harbour expansion and further subdivision of adjacent areas.

Conclusion
The diverse and extensive nature of this cultural landscape precinct is to a great  part under existing
and proposed planning scheme management.  Environmental Significance and Significant 
Landscape overlays, some existing heritage overlays and more extensive proposed heritage 
overlays cover some of what has been identified as significant in the  area in the Statement of 
Significance. However the overlay specifically for the National Trust of Australia (Vic) Classified 
Landcsapes (SLO6) does not cover Recorded landscapes such as the Point Leo to Somers 
landscape part of this precinct. Similarly the overlay control requires a permit for native vegetation 
removal only (a control which exists anywhere on properties over 4ha) and does not address the 
exotic landscape identified in the Point Leo to Somers area. 

A Significant Landscape Overlay should be applied to all of the National Trust of Australia (Vic) 
listed landscapes (Recorded and Classified): for example from the coast reserve to the Frankston 
Flinders Rd and Sandy Pt Road (see planning scheme map 30 SLO). 

The schedule to the SLO6 should be changed to  include exotic vegetation control (`… remove, 
destroy or lop any vegetation').

However, with all of these planning tools, more precise guidelines need to be included in the 
schedule to the overlays to properly guide the managers and permit applicants while also 
addressing the above Statement of Significance. This statement is thus a starting point for a more 
detailed study of the precinct which identifies all of the elements under each of the criterions and 
management regime for each, with appropriate permit assessment procedures and potential 
exceptions (as in an incorporated plan).  These should be included in the schedules to the active 
overlays in the precinct and the proposed heritage overlays adopted by Council. Meanwhile this 

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? No
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Documentation

study should be incorporated in the planning scheme to ensure the identified values are accounted 
for in any permit application under any overlay.

Obvious threats to be controlled is the spread of dense urban development across the margins to 
the bay in place of grazing land, mature trees and indigenous vegetation. The landscape is turning 
into an urbanscape. Council management of the existing overlays and land use in the precinct 
should focus on discouraging this trend within the precinct.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler
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Name of place Pines and cypress rows Hastings district landscape 
precinct
754

Other Names
Addres Varies

Varies

Map (Melway) Varies

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Shire

Creation date(s): 1890s-1940s

Site Type: Tree row, orchard

Description:

`Pinus radiata'
Fast growing to over 100 ft (30 m), this pine from California is an important 
timber tree in other parts of the world, especially Australia and New Zealand. It 
grows best in well-drained soil but does not tolerate extreme dry conditions or 
heat and can be toppled by strong wind. It has a pyramidal shape when young, 
becoming more columnar with age. The deep green needles are 4-6 in (10-15 
cm) long, and the bark is grayish brown. The 4-6 in (10-15 cm) long cones are 
light brown. ‘Aurea’ is a golden-foliaged cultivar that displays its best color in 
winter; it is smaller than the species but inclined to revert to green and grow 
normally { Botanica}.

Description

492 of 529Graeme Butler & Associates, 2001 Volume 1:  Appendix 1:



Hastings District Heritage Places

`Cupressus macrocarpa'
Endemic to a very short stretch of the central Californian coast near Monterey, 
this grows into one of the largest of all cypresses, reaching 120 ft (36 m) tall with 
a trunk diameter of 8 ft (2.4 m). When planted in a grove it forms a tall, straight 
trunk, but in the open in good soil it branches low with massive, spreading limbs, 
producing a broad, dense crown of deep green with a rather spiky outline. Close 
up, the foliage is rather coarse, and it has a slightly sour smell when bruised. 
The cones are large and wrinkled. It thrives best in cool but mild climates with 
winter rainfall and takes only 10 years or so to form a dense 30-40 ft (9-12 m) 
tree. Golden cultivars include ‘Brunniana’, somewhat columnar, the foliage 
ageing almost green; the vigorous ‘Aurea’, with long, golden spikes of foliage 
spreading almost horizontally; and ‘Aurea Saligna’ with remarkable weeping, 
gold-tipped branchlets and elongated scale leaves. A lower-growing cultivar to 4 
ft (1.2 m) is ‘Greenstead Magnificent’, which spreads to form a flat-topped, 
dense mat of pale gray-green foliage, drooping around the edges; as the plant 
ages the whole becomes raised above the ground on a short trunk. ‘Goldcrest’ is 
a small conical form with golden foliage { Botanica}. 

Methodology
Locations of pines, pine rows and cypress were obtained from the database of 
all places identified in the Hastings District Heritage Study Stage One survey. A 
close study was then made of early aerial photographs taken mostly in the 
1950s, compared with more recent aerial photographs from 1998. Locations of 
1950s orchards were then plotted on a series of Melways maps. This was 
checked against the Cranbourne and Western Port 1924 topographical plans, 
1"=1 mile (Army maps) to identify long term orchard areas. Further work could 
be done to examine the 19th century feature maps available (i.e. Black). 

On the basis of this location information, the list of potential pines and cypress of 
cultural significance was then refined to sites of potential contributory 
significance as those known to definitely have been associated with an orchard. 
Of this total, 15 rows were individually significant - local significance or higher. 
These 15 places were then assigned historic themes and assessed against the 
Australian Heritage Commission criteria adopted for the Hastings District 
Heritage Study Stage Two. 

Statements of Significance should be prepared for tree rows of local significance 
and above in a further stage of the heritage study. 

Results
Geographically, it can be seen that there are concentrations of pine and cypress 
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trees in  relatively contained parts of the study area and that this reflects former 
orchard concentrations:

-  Baxter - north of Eramosa Road East and Eramosa Road West (Melway 106, 
107)
-  Hastings - Tyabb - Somerville (Melway 147, 148, 149, 153, 154, 155, 163, 164)
-  Red Hill South - Merricks North (Melway 162, 191, 192) Concentrations 
around Tar Barrell Corner. 

While there are obvious concentrations of these rows which have high aesthetic 
value there are also rows which have purely historical value as expressed by 
their age and size, as part of a long period of growth in this important industry. 

There are also a minority of rows which have been included as visually dominant 
and mature tree lines from general farming areas: these were assessed as 
having some individual merit beyond their association with orchards (i.e.. Coolart 
Road south end, Melway 193H2). 

Examples of Monterey pine within the State include those at Walhalla cemetery 
which are thought to be about 120 years old. The lifespan estimated by the 
Royal Botanic Gardens (Spencer: V1,264) is 80-100 years, with some 
exceptional specimens reaching 150.

Contributory pines & cypress rows
The following Monterey pine and Monterey cypress rows and areas make up 
most of the precinct. Most of these rows are already mapped in Planning 
Scheme Vegetation Protection Schedule Two overlay maps and full reliance 
should be made on these annotated maps (provided to Shire under separate 
cover) for added rows rather than the following list, given the limitations of 
precise description:
(road or street alphabetical order)
Monterey pines 17, near Almond Bush Street
Melway: 107J11
row on east side, also south of Eramosa Road to about 20m past 17 drive, small 
row running east in paddocks opposite 12

Monterey pine row, Christmas Tree Farm 200, near Balnarring Road
Melway: 162F5
row on south side of paddock

Monterey cypress row Bittern Dromana Road
Melway: 162A-C11
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South side at Tubbarubba Rd - large on ridge

Monterey pine rows 212, near Bittern Dromana Road
Melway: 161K11
both sides of road, extensive- good area

Monterey pine rows 138, near Bittern Dromana Road
Melway: 162F11
broken lines, along paddock boundaries, west of Balnarring Rd, south side and 
north also 
Monterey cypress

Monterey cypress at Glenburn 44-46, near Boes Road
Melway: 154D3
at gate, remnant orchard trees in paddocks

Monterey pine rows  25, near Boes Road
Melway: 154D3
on boundary east side

Monterey pine row 68, near Boes Road
Melway: 154D1
west side at reserve on road, tall - south and north of Island View Drive

Monterey cypress row (golden), Monterey pine row Boes Road
Melway: 148C12
SW cnr Valencia Rise and to the south, Monterey pines to north (25-30m 600 
diam) of Island  View Dr

Monterey pines 207 -231, near Bungower Road
Melway: 148 D4
extensive rows at boundary, north of Two Bays Dr past 231, south side of 
Bungower Rd in rows west of Jones Rd.

Monterey pine row 399-401 Coolart Road
Melway: 107A10
east side, north of Eramosa Rd, approx. 20m north of 399 drive

Monterey cypress rows 128-136 near Coolart Road
Melway: 153H8
ends on north at 136 boundary
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 Monterey pine rows 169-201, near Coolart Road
Melway: 153H7-12
Extensive Monterey pine rows north and south of Hodgins Road, orchard 
planting behind

Monterey cypress & pines 150 Coolart Road
Melway: 153H5
near Graydens Rd

Monterey pine row Coolart Road
Melway: 106K12
west side, south of Eramosa Rd to Firth Rd, 20-25m high

Monterey pine & cypress rows Dandenong Hastings Road
Melway: 148K12
Mature Monterey cypress row east side north of 11 to past drive of 15 as a 
Monterey pine row, golden Monterey cypress variety south of 11- butchered by 
overhead line pruning

Monterey pine rows Dandenong Hastings Road
Melway: 148K12
Monterey pine on west side near 24-26 then south past line of Thornells Road 
(but intermittent) and south of The Crescent; small row in paddock at 14-16.

Monterey pine rows, Grant's Fairfield Nurseries off Denham Rd
Melway: 154JK1-3, 155ABD1-3
Many mature Monterey pine and some Monterey cypress rows in grasslands, 
former orchard next to BHP complex, east of Frankston Flinders Rd, north of 
Bayview Rd.

Monterey pine rows at Barrington Park 256 Eramosa Road West
Melway: 106 A9
Pines typically 500mm plus diameter, 20-22m high, stop at 244; rows in 
paddocks to north.

Westerfield and Monterey cypress & pine rows 282 Eramosa Road West
Melway: 106 A9
Edwardian-era altered farm house , with  corrugated iron out-buildings, Monterey 
cypress rows, remnant Edwardian-era  picket fence, large Monterey pines row - 
244, near former Two Bays orchard property and cool store complex. Pines 
typically 500mm plus diameter, 20-22m high; lines of pines in paddocks to north 
and from house at 282 to the east over creeklet (Balcombe drain).
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Monterey cypress row 219-227 Eramosa Road West
Melway: 106J11
south side

Monterey pine rows Frankston Flinders Road
Melway: 193A5
lines triangle at Warrawee Rd corner

Monterey pine rows 107 near Graydens Road
Melway:153H5
south side, west of Coolart Road to Grayden Park ending at recreation reserve, 
paddocks enclosed- good specimens; some on north side nr 104, drive of 118

Monterey pine rows 51-61 Graydens Road
Melway: 154D5

Monterey pines Graydens Road
Melway: 154F5
west of Boes Road

Monterey pine group 100, near Guelph St
Melway: 107H11
very mature, 1.2m diameter, 27m high, in verge

Monterey cypress row 283 near Hodgins Road
Melway: 153H9

Monterey cypress row, Monterey pine rows 173 Hodgins Road
Melway: 154D9
At SE cnr Hendersons Rd, associated with orchard complex- tall; Monterey pine 
row (500 diam.) down Hendersons Rd to 241 boundary, east-west rows

Monterey pine & cypress row 286-312, near Hodgins Road
Melway: 153F9
long row of Monterey cypress continuing to east as Monterey pines, orchards 
behind to Stumpy Gully Rd, pine rows in paddocks, intermittent Monterey pines 
opposite on south

Monterey pine rows, orchard house 98, near Hunts Road
Melway:163A3
some young rows in Turners Rd, inter-war orchard house
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Monterey pine rows 80, near Hunts Road
Melway: 163D3
north and some south side, west of Stumpy Gully- some bush at west edge of 
paddocks

Monterey pines 101 Hunts Road
Melway: 162K3
Large at gate, localised

Monterey pines  2-12 Hunts Road
Melway: 164B4
south side west of Hendersons Rd, in paddocks

Monterey pine rows 34, near Hunts Road
Melway: 163K2
Underplanted for wind

Monterey pine rows 93-95 near Hunts Road
Melway: 163B4
road edge, 600 diam; inter-war orchard house opposite (98)

Monterey pine & cypress rows off Merricks Road
Melway: 192B2
north and south of Kentucky Rd, west side; 89-91 on east side

Monterey pine row Merricks Road
Melway: 192C3
east side, south of Kentucky Rd

Monterey cypress row 221-227 Mornington Tyabb Road
Melway: 147G9
Mature, surrounds paddock, line trimming

Monterey pine row 213 Mornington Tyabb Road
Melway: 147H10
Behind weatherboard Edwardian-era farm house,  orchard remnants

Tyabb Recreation Ground, later Central Reserve, & Monterey pines Mornington 
Tyabb Road
Melway: 148H11
Monterey pine plantation;   tree row, `Tristania conferta' (Queensland brush box, 
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1956), oval and bike track

Monterey pines 294-300, near Myers Road
Melway: 162D7
good rows, near orchard planting, orchard complex (RMB5705)

Monterey pine row 297 Myers Road
Melway: 162G7

Monterey pine & cypress rows Old Bittern Dromana Road
Melway:162F12
Rear of The Barn former cool store; both sides of road

Monterey pine row  1-7 Pineview Lane
Melway: 154C11
south side, some 1.2m diam, typical 500-600mm also  another angled row in 
paddock
Monterey pine & cypress row area Red Hill South along Red Hill Road
Melway: 191A-K1-9
Extensive area of Monterey pine and some Monterey cypress rows along fence 
lines in hilly former intensive orchard country adjoining Stanley Rd and the 
former railway, to Tonkins Rd on the east- adjoins Merricks North farm 
landscape group.

Monterey pine row east side Shaws Road
Melway: 147G9
east side of, then to east in paddock

Monterey pines at  Rhosmor Stanleys Road
Melway: 192C5
SW cnr Merricks Rd

Monterey pine rows off Stanleys Road
Melway: 192A4
Mature rows on hillsides, picturesque landscape- west of Merricks Rd and north 
of Stanleys Roads

Monterey cypress on north boundary 74 Stuart Road
Melway: 148G12
south of air port, only remnant of large orchard area

Stone pine off Stumpy Gully Road
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Melway: 153E5
SE cnr Graydens Rd - rare, next to shed

Monterey pine rows 993-900 Stumpy Gully Road
Melway: 153D4
Many pine rows on west, north and then south of Graydens Rd to 899 on west 
side; on east side- tall, 25-30m; extends intermittently to Hodgins Rd; mature 
specimens up to 1.4m diameter, end at 936 boundary;  paddocks enclosed on 
west.

Monterey pine rows 931 near Stumpy Gully Road
Melway: 153D8
north of Hodgins, west side, south of Graydens

Monterey pine row 1040-44 Stumpy Gully Road
Melway: 153E3
East side and in paddock

Orchard area- Monterey pine rows 936, near Stumpy Gully Road
Melway: 153D5
large corrugated iron clad out-buildings and BV house on SE cnr of Graydens 
Road, large number of Monterey pines south to 920, then to Graydens Road

Monterey pines 1256-66 Stumpy Gully Road
Melway: 147E9
Mature Monterey pines in row south of Mornington Tyabb Road, east side of 
road, Monterey cypress row runs to east; some to west side; ends on south at 
1256 gate.

Monterey pine & cypress rows 1138 Stumpy Gully Road
Melway: 153E1
Orchard area, rows around paddocks

Monterey cypress row 1194 Stumpy Gully Road
Melway: 147E11
Tall - either side of driveway, orchard

Monterey pine & cypress rows 1136-1126 Stumpy Gully Road
Melway: 153E1
Orchard area, east side: Monterey cypress at gate 1136, Monterey pine row 
south to of- up to 30m high- to near 1126 to drain, then past 1098 to 1084 
boundary.
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History
Background
The main class of pines and cypress (Monterey pine or `Pinus radiata' and 
Monterey cypress or `Cupressus macrocarpa') with potential cultural heritage 
value are those associated with the orchard industry  which was formerly 
widespread across the Mornington Peninsula. In some areas cypress and pine 
tree rows are the only physical elements which remain to testify to the 
importance of this industry to the state of Victoria. There are also similar rows 
associated with general farming.

In 1879 Bailliere's Gazetteer reported that of the 38, 951 acres (15580 hectares) 
occupied in the Mornington Shire, 106 were taken up by orchards. Fruit growing 
was a major industry of the Shire from about 1880 until the 1980s. Both the 
orchard and nursery industry expanded around the turn of the century. 
Properties such as W A Shepherd & Sons established near Somerville in 1860, 
later moving to Moorooduc in 1948, continues there today. George Griffeth's Two 
Bays Nursery was established as an orchard in the first decade of the twentieth 
century. By the late 1920s it was exporting fruit trees to overseas markets. Part 
of the original land remains as an orchard and packing store today { MHS}.

The industry was the major farming activity in this part of the Shire over a long 
period and thus associated evidence of its progress are significant to the Shire.

Specific History

History and themes

Monterey pine rows 19- Tubbarubba Road
Melway: 162C8

Monterey pine rows verge Webb Lane
Melway: 148 A4
extensive particularly south side, both sides from 18, narrow lane lined with 
trees, associated with 235 Bungower - also other orchard houses in lane

Condition
Generally good, with some older trees showing stress.

External Integrity
Many roadside rows have been poorly trimmed to clear electricity lines: consideration should be given to undergrounding 
overhead lines in sensitive landscapes.

Context
Typically the rows adjoin farm complexes, with packing sheds and are located on either the generally flat areas east of 
the study area or in the hilly terrain of Red Hill South and Merricks North where they provide a high aesthetic value in 
combination with other elements.
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A fuller history of orchards, cool stores and nurseries in the study area is 
contained in the Environmental History under the theme Developing Primary 
Industries { Barnard, 2000}. The following is a summary. 

Orchards have been the most predominant land use in the study area, covering 
much of the land from Somerville to Red Hill. Some of the earliest selectors in 
the area, who took up their blocks in the 1860s and 1870s, planted the first fruit 
trees. Apples and pears were the main fruits grown, although berries and stone 
fruit were also grown in the Red Hill area. Fruit, particularly apples, from the 
study area was exported overseas as well as catering to the domestic market.

One example of a family who were selectors and remain involved in the industry 
today is the Shepherd family who were amongst those who selected land in the 
Parish of Tyabb in the 1860s and planted an orchard. In 1886 the Shepherd 
family  were one of four local orchardists to exhibit fruit at the Colonial and Indian 
Exhibition in London. The other three were William Brunning, J. Holt And 
Thomas Thornell. In the 1940s the Shepherd family operation moved to 
Moorooduc, when they purchased part of the old Two Bays Nursery. The 
Shepherd family continue to operate this fruit and exotic tree nursery. 

The Victorian orchard industry expanded around the turn of the century, aided by 
a government export bonus and an encouragement planting scheme  . 
Refrigerated cool stores, which appeared in the first decades of the twentieth 
century also aided the orchard industry. By this time it was estimated that around 
60,000 cases of fruit annually were produced in the Somerville, Tyabb and 
Baxter district . By 1917 there were approximately 2,070 acres of bearing trees 
and 999 acres of non bearing trees in the districts of Somerville, Tyabb and 
Hastings. Even in 1960, orchards provided the main source of income in the 
Shire , when approximately 3,000 acres were still planted with apples and pears 
and 380,000 cases of apples and 30,000 cases of pears were produced 
annually. 

Pressure to subdivide rural land into hobby farms, residential areas and other 
primary production uses has led to a reduction in the acreage devoted to 
orchards in recent decades. Nevertheless in 1988/89 the former Shire of 
Hastings was the second most significant local government area for orchards in 
Victoria. At that time there were still 625 ha of land in the Shire devoted to 
orchards, compared with 859 in the former Shire of Lilydale . 

Apart from the still functioning orchard properties, there are many reminders of 
this major land use from the past in the form of former cool stores, farm 
buildings, remnant fruit trees and orchardists' homes, for example, the Cole 
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family house, Fernbank, which  still stands on the Frankston-Flinders Road, 
Somerville, which was commenced in 1886. The Brunnings house in Bungower 
Road, Somerville was built in 1891 for John and Maria Brunning and is also still 
standing. 

The discovery of refrigeration and its uses led to the construction of cool stores. 
Between 1905 and 1914 a number of the first government and private fruit cool 
stores were built in Victoria's fruit growing areas. Four government cool stores 
were built in the state at this time including that at Tyabb built in 1914. In 1915, 
however, legislation was passed allowing financial assistance for growers to 
build their own co-operative cool stores. The already existing government cool 
stores, such as at Tyabb, were sold co-operatives at this time.  Co-operative 
stores were built at Somerville, Hastings, Merricks North and Red Hill. Red Hill's 
first co-operative cool store opened in May 1920. It was destroyed by fire in 
1929, but soon replaced by a larger one   A packing shed was constructed  in 
1927. Merricks North Cool Store was a subsidiary to the one at Red Hill. It was 
built in 1948 . Hastings Co-operative Coolstore was built adjacent to the railway 
line on Coolstore Road. It is thought to have been demolished. Somerville Cool 
Store is believed to have been destroyed by fire. 

In addition to the co-operative cool stores, there were many private cool stores 
on private property throughout the Study Area. Two Bays Nursery and Orchard 
built a large private cool store which is now used by Moorooduc Antiques in 
Moorooduc Road, John Brunnings and Sons built a large private cool store at 
Tyabb in 1931, with a capacity of 17,500 cases, and J. Carpenter and Harley 
Unthank both built private cool stores at Hastings  . By 1964, 70 growers had 
built cool stores on the Mornington Peninsula. .

Closely aligned with the orchard industry in the study area were nurseries 
established to propagate fruit and exotic trees. The best known of these is 
Brunnings Nursery. The Brunnings name has been linked nationally with 
horticulture and plant propagation since the nineteenth century. Two brothers, 
George and William, established different strands of the nursery business, 
specialising in fruit trees at Somerville and flowers, trees and shrubs and seeds 
and bulbs in the nurseries at St Kilda and the Melbourne area. They imported 
many exotic varieties into Victoria and George Brunning produced an early 
Victorian Nursery catalogue in 1855. John Brunning is credited with planting out 
the first Jonathan Apple Trees in Victoria in 1889. His business became the 
largest of its kind in Australia, exporting fruit trees to various countries. In the 
1930s/1940s, the Somerville Nurseries boasted an acreage of 230. Brunnings' 
Somerville Nurseries is still operated by descendants of John Brunning. 
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According to Leila Shaw the trees outside the Hastings-Western Port Historical 
Society are Lambert Cypress ,or Brunning's Golden Cypress, developed by 
George Brunning of St Kilda Nurseries, from a 'sport' or 'shoot' he discovered 
growing from a Monterey Cypress opposite his first St Kilda nursery . Lambert 
Cypress, a form of what is now more commonly known as Monterey Cypress, 
was planted extensively across Australia as hedge plants and shelter trees in 
parks in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. 

Other well-known nurseries were Griffeth's Two Bays Nursery, Cole's Fernbank 
Nursery, Grant's Fairfield Nurseries at Tyabb, and Shepherd's Nursery, which 
still exists in Moorooduc today. The Grant family operated a nursery and orchard 
in Denham Road Tyabb from 1885 till the 1960s when the land was sold to 
industrialists . 

In 1960 , 800,000 trees, mostly fruit trees, were still produced within the Shire It 
was claimed at that time that 'most orchards in Australia, and a very large 
proportion of plantings in New Zealand, South Africa, the Argentine and many 
other parts of the world are planted with trees that were grown in the (Frankston 
and Hastings) Shire' { Barnard, 200}.

More recently the pines have been threatened by community groups and Council 
activity which, without the continuation of their specific orchard use, saw them as 
environmental weeds. Some sought to recreate the landscape as seen at contact 
by the eventual removal of exotic plant material and the reintroduction of what 
was thought o have been indigenous vegetation. Some of the results of this 
view, the removal of major tree lines, has provoked community conflict with 
opposing groups seeking the preservation (and perhaps perpetuation) of the 
landscape quality of the tree rows. 

The Natural Heritage & Landscape Protection Society was one such group, 
formed in 1993. In the same year the Hastings Planning scheme protected some 
mature pine rows as Significant Tree lines, previously the genus `Pinus' had 
been exempted from their tree clearance control. The Flinders Planning Scheme 
was also amended in 1995 to exempt the genus `Pinus' for trees with a girth less 
than 500mm or about 160mm diameter to account for seedlings or wildlings. 
General recognition was given to the scenic value of the rows and their cultural 
meaning. 

The new Mornington Peninsula Planning Scheme has a series of overlays, 
including the Vegetation Protection Overlay (Cl 42.02) which was used to control 
tree and significant vegetation removal, including pines. There are also a number 
of schedules to the Significant Landscape Overlay (including National Trust 
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Classified landscapes)  exist in the scheme but all refer to native' vegetation'. 
The Vegetation Protection Overlay  recognised areas or locations of special 
significance, natural beauty, interest and importance. The schedule to this 
overlay (2) noted the objective to `To ensure consideration of the cultural and 
landscape significance of all tree lines, including those composed of introduced 
vegetation species, such as Monterey or Radiata pine'. 

The planning scheme exemptions however included work carried out under the 
code of practice prepared under Section 65 of the State Electricity Commission 
Act 1958: this related to tree pruning within a prescribed distance from power 
lines. This code of practice (in its recently revised form) and its exemptions have 
meant that damage has been done to some of the significant tree lines in this 
study.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Engaging in primary production

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Developing orchards

Associations: Varies

Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme Developing Primary Industries

Other PAHT Subtheme: Developing farms

Statement of Significance:
The Monterey pines and cypress rows landscape precinct is significant to the 
Mornington Peninsula Shire and Region:
- for a long period of association with the Region and Shire's most significant 
farming activity, orcharding and fruit tree nurseries (Criterion A4);
- for their relative maturity and expression of age, among other exotic plantings, 
and long association with farming generally on the peninsula (Criterion A4);
- for their prominence, visually and culturally, in a State context as among the 
most intensive mature conifer, farming-associated row plantings in Victoria 

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Aesthetic importance to the community or a cultural group

Rarity or distinction among a comparable group

Social significance

A.4

E.1

B.2

G.1
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(Criterion B2);
- for their aesthetic value as seen in combination with other tree rows and farming 
landscape which has been recognised over time by community groups including 
the National Trust of Australia (Vic)  and local resident associations (Criterion E1, 
G1).

Tree Controls Apply?: -

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended (Vegetation Protection Overlay 2)

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate Recommended

National Trust Register? Recommended

Recommendations

Recommendation
There were 60  pine or cypress rows or trees identified as of contributory cultural significance 
making up the precinct. Of these 15 rows, trees or groups were assessed as local or Shire 
significance, compared to others in the group. Potentially these places could be provided with a 
Statement of Significance in a later stage of the Hastings District Heritage Study as individually 
significant places or in association with built elements such as orchard houses, cool stores and 
nurseries which are of individual significance. As a precinct they are recommended for protection in 
the local planning scheme.

Schedule Two to the  Vegetation Protection Overlay (VPO2) is directed at Monterey pine rows and 
accounts for their cultural value and visual prominence (see Schedule decision guidelines) and 
hence is the best vehicle for the protection of these rows. 

However there are exemptions which may lend too much discretion in practice: an arborist report 
should be included as mandatory part of an application plus an independent  professional statement
on the effect on the cultural or scenic value of the proposed clearance.

Many conifer rows are already mapped under this overlay but clearly some northern and eastern 
sections of the Hastings District Study Area have not been mapped. These rows have been marked 
on a separate set of VPO2 map provided to the Shire of Mornington Peninsula to form the basis of 
an amendment.

Management considerations
Wildlings of Monterey pines (but not Monterey cypress) are invasive in native bush land, it may not 
be practical to  recommend that a staged program of removal of all wildlings should be made from 
road reserves, and replaced with indigenous plantings. However, priority could be given to removal 
of wildlings in or close to indigenous vegetation remnants, especially remnants of identified high 
conservation value (Environmental Significance Overlays). This priority assessment has not been 
done as part of this study. The genus `Pinus' can take up to 5 years before the tree can reproduce, 

External Paint Controls Apply? -

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? -

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? -

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? -
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allowing some latitude in dealing with seedlings { Mirov}.

The 1996 Mornington Peninsula-Western Port Roadsides Management Plan by Context P/L & 
Ecology Australia P/L identifies a number of issues with relevance to pine and cypress trees and 
was adopted by Council:

- Code of Practice for Clearance of Trees from Electric Lines, 1991
Specifies the standards and practices to be adopted in tree pruning or clearing in the vicinity of 
electric lines. 

- Cultural and Recreational Issues, the authors recommend:
`… to assess cultural significance, ecological effects, lifespan and health of planted trees in road 
reserves, as the basis for management decisions. Remove and replace pine trees that are 
senescent, hazardous or a significant threat to indigenous vegetation. Replace with suitable 
(preferably indigenous) species.' 

`Undertake a staged program of removal of all wildlings (i.e. self-sown) pine trees from road 
reserves, and replacement with indigenous plantings. Prioritise for removal those pines that are:
- of seed bearing age, and
- in or close to (within 100m) indigenous vegetation remnants, especially remnants of high 
conservation value.' 

`Provide incentives (including replacement plants) for private landholders to remove pines adjacent 
to roadsides, especially those contributing to wildlings in remnant vegetation.' 

`Develop and disseminate an information leaflet(s) for landholders (and others) on the 
environmental and economic costs of pine wildlings, with advice on removal and replacement 
plantings.'

Guidelines: 
Consideration of planning applications for removal of pines on the Mornington Peninsula, adopted 
by Council 1996

These guidelines do not appear to have referred or incorporated status in the scheme. They 
address considerations such as:

- Age and condition, stating that Monterey pine maturity is reached in 40 - 60 years and from then 
there is decline, with a life span of 80-120 years- this may affect their retention;
. Proximity to bushland, wind patterns and likely spread of seed into recognised significant native 
vegetation should be considered;
- Visual significance, the row continuity and visibility, the visual variety they provide and recognition 
by the National Trust (as in the Merricks Farm landscape) and Shire heritage studies;
- Danger, requiring a report form a qualified arborist as an option;
-Tree numbers, isolated pine loss rather than whole rows may not be as problematical;
- Effect on farming, noting that mature trees may not provide the intended wind break and may 
restrict solar access (successful under planting has been carried out in the Shire, with very good 
wind breaks achieved as a result).

The guidelines also address replanting, with options:
- no replanting;
- replanting with same species, particularly if in a row;
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References
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Study, 1996, 29;
Land Victoria aerial photographs mainly from 1957;
Barnard, 2000 Environmental History in Graeme Butler & Associates, Hastings District Heritage 
Study Stage Two;
`Cranbourne and Western Port' 1924 1"=1 mile (military maps);
Context P/L & Ecology Australia P/L, 1996, Mornington Peninsula-Western Port Roadsides 
Management Plan;
Natural Heritage & Landscape Protection Society letter & attachments 19/12/2000

Documentation

- replacement with Monterey cypress near bushland for example;
- replanting with indigenous species, as determined by benefits to native wildlife or adjoining native 
flora.

Conclusion
Overlay maps show that existing protection in the scheme is good for most of the Study Area 
(Hastings district). The execution of discretion by Council officers may not however be uniform and 
require tighter policies and procedures before row or specimen removal.

This study and `Consideration of planning applications for removal of pines on the Mornington 
Peninsula, adopted by Council 1996' should become incorporated documents in the planning 
scheme and thus consideration of the cultural arguments presented for the identified tree rows will 
be an obligation for the planning authority and the applicants when applications are assessed. 

Schedule 2 to the VP overlay should require arborist and cultural assessment reports for any 
proposed works.

Pine and cypress rows should be assessed in the rest of the Mornington Peninsula Shire.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler, Francine Gilfedder
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Name of place Warrawee complex
7

Other Names Tower House Hotel & Van Suylen store

Addres Warrawee Road
Balnarring

Map (Melway) 193 A5

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Regional

Creation date(s): 1863c-, 1872

 87

Site Type: Shop/store

Description:

The complex consists of one and two storey elements of various ages, one 
single storey verandahed wing being at the front of the block and the one and 
two storey main section at the rear. Buildings visible from the street have a 
stucco wall finish, pitched roof forms (mainly gabled) and cemented, plainly 
finished chimneys. 

The main section of the complex is verandahed and  single storey with multiple 
expressed parapeted gable ends to roof bays, with lancet gable vents. These 
roof bays connect back to a main linking ridge line, all clad with corrugated iron. 
The central gable (added with the verandah?) has decorated barge boards in 
the Gothic Ornee manner while the rest of the bays are linked by a deep 

Description
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History
Background History 

Stores
At Balnarring, the earliest store was conducted by the Van Suylens from their 
home Warrawee, built near the junction of Frankston -Flinders and Sandy Point 
Roads in the 1860s. Warrawee served as a hotel and post office as well as a 
store. Although the Van Suylens called Warrawee the Tower Hotel after they 
extended the building  and built a tower in the 1870s, it continued to also function 
as a store into the 1880s. Warrawee was sold to James Griffiths as a country 
residence in 1888. { Bennett:176 }

History and themes

verandah supported on textured stucco clad masonry piers with a scalloped 
fretted timber valence.

An early etching published in the Rev Morton's `Drifting Wreckage' shows the 
complex of two gabled wings either side of a central hipped-roof thee-level tower 
with flanking single storey sections at its base as an entry porch. There is no 
verandah. This configuration appears to have remained but without the tower 
and with an added verandah. The tower and extensions were thought to have 
been built just before Van Suylen was granted a publican's license in 1872: 
hence the name Tower House Hotel. The bar and parlour were in the north wing 
of the complex { Bennett: 178}. The tower was reputedly removed in the 
Berryman inter-war era.

The added verandah (visible on the front single storey wing), with its stuccoed 
masonry piers and fretted timber valence,  has been applied to most of the 
wings. This was introduced in the inter-war period by the local builder Joyner for 
Berryman, before a 1932 wedding picture ( the name Warrawee in the gable 
end) was taken { Bennett: 179}.

Mature Monterey pines are planted along the road.  These mature trees relate to 
the construction and running period of the line and aid in the period expression 
and cultural significance of the place as indicators of age and period.

Condition
Externally, good (partially disturbed, well preserved).

External Integrity
Externally, substantially intact/some intrusions.

Context
The complex is located near a main road intersection and is part of a residential subdivision which fills the triangular 
block between the Balnarring, Frankston-Flinders and Warrawee Roads. Further to the south west on the coast is the 
Merricks farm [precinct of Minto, Larnoo and Kalimna.
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Hotels
Perhaps the earliest inn or hotel in the study area was that begun at Warrawee 
by Paul Van Suylen in the 1860s. Although Warrawee was built as the Van 
Suylen's home, its position at the junction of tracks leading from Frankston to 
Flinders and Dromana to Sandy Point, made it an admirable stopping point for 
travellers. In 1872 Van Suylen was granted a publican's license and he extended 
the inn, adding a tower, and calling it the 'Tower Inn'. The license was revoked in 
1886, though by that time it had passed out of the Van Suylen family. The 
building then became a country retreat for James Griffiths and, for a time, an 
inebriates' colony. In more recent years it has operated once again as a 
restaurant { Barnard, 2000}.

Specific History 

Paul Vansuylen was the grantee of parts A&B of CA27, a total of a little over 164 
acres surrounded by government roads as a land triangle. Lot 27A was granted 
in 1863 and 27B in 1870.

Rate records for the place start in 1869 with Paul Vansuylen snr. as owner-
occupier of house and 224 acres of land; by 1870 the house was described as 
having 5 rooms. The room count increased to 6 rooms by 1873 when his land 
holdings included one lot of 165 acres (CA 27 A&B) and another of 115. In 1874 
there was a sharp increase in annual value from £38 to £53. This was probably 
in preparation for its use as a hotel and store as stated in the rate book of 1875-
6. The annual value rose from £55 to £70 in 1882 with the land increasing to 581 
acres in 1884-5. By 1886-7 the hotel reference was dropped with John Honner 
as occupier-storekeeper and Vansuylen as owner of buildings, now on 20 acres { 
RB}.

The tea merchant Griffiths Brothers, James & John, had this property as 17 
acres in the late 1880s, as owner-occupiers and by 1889 they had 692 acres 
including Warrawee. They sold the property to the grazier, William Bowen, during 
the Great Depression crisis of the early 1890s. Bowen then had a total of 2457 
acres, varying over the following years.  In 1898 Warrawee and 17 acres was 
again separated and named in the rate records, with an annual value of £35 
under Arthur V and William Bowen's names. In the following year however, it was 
taken over by the London Bank of Australia and eventually sold to WC Cook of 
Woomelang. Warrawee and 60 acres (part CA27) then passed to Henry Thomas 
Cook in 1911-12, a Balnarring farmer. 

At the end of WW1 Cook sold the property to Louis Joshua Berryman who was 
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dead before the beginning of WW2. Warrawee then included lots 38-42, 46-7 of 
the subdivision LP 4019 which had been declared by James Johnston in 1897 
and lodged by Attenborough Nunn & Smith. Berryman died there in 1935 aged 
70, the son of John & Ethel.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Developing local, regional and national economies

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Marketing & retailing

Associations: Van Suylen, Paul James Griffiths

Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme Establishing stores to serve the local  community

Other PAHT Subtheme: Lodging people

Statement of Significance:
The complex, variously known as Warrawee or the Tower House Hotel or  Van 
Suylen's store, is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Region because: 
- it is among the oldest commercial (store and hotel) structures left on the 
Peninsula, 1860s structures used for stores and 1870s hotels being rare  
(Criterion B2); 
-  it presents a rich history of sequential use for a number of public uses, 
including post office, general store and hotel, and thus has a long association 
with the surrounding community dating back into the mid 19th century (Criterion 
A4);
- for its association with Van Suylen who was active in the community serving a 
number of institutions and community groups during his residency at Balnarring 
(Criterion H1);
- it has been depicted in a number of local heritage publications over time (such 
as `The Old General Store') as an indication of the value placed on it by members 
of the community (Criterion G1) .

Recommendations

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Social significance

Rarity or distinction among a comparable group

Association with important person or group

A.4

G.1

B.2

H.1
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Municipal Rate Book (RB) 
Parish Plan - 
Victorian Titles Office (VTO) LP 4019 lot 42 part 27B;
National Trust of Australia (Vic):  File only B3829
Morton, W `Drifting wreckage' (nd). SLV Holdings Information: Call #: S 285 M84 In Location: MAIN
LIBRARY-STACK;
Warrawee brochure contact 59831729

Documentation

Tree Controls Apply?: Yes

Planning Scheme Protection? Yes (HO247)

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate Recommended

National Trust Register? Recommended B3829

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the main contributory element is the house and outbuildings, with emphasis on fabric and planting 
from or near the main development period  c1863- 1874 and the Van Suylen tenure into the 1880s.

- to conserve and enhance the building complex and its landscape setting where enhancement 
would include replacement of any known missing original components in the building or landscape 
setting;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of the complex;
- to ensure that publicly visible new structures within or near the complex are visually recessive and 
related in terms of form, size, materials and placement but are distinguishable on close inspection 
from the original elements; 
- to maintain the property's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further 
historical findings;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the   site, followed by the 
creation of an incorporated plan for better management in the planning scheme.

This report recommends the extension of the heritage overlay schedule (paint and tree control) to 
include alternative uses.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler, Francine Gilfedder

External Paint Controls Apply? Yes

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? Yes
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Name of place HMAS Cerberus precinct
662

Other Names Flinders Naval Depot

Addres Wilson Ave
HMAS Cerberus

Map (Melway) 194H3

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): State

Creation date(s): 1912-1950

off

Site Type: Defence base - naval

Description:

The following are contributory:
 
Parade Ground precinct (barracks, mess buildings, ward room, churches, 
mature landscape, Canary Island palm avenues and rows):
Naval Wardroom, 151 Bass Road,  HMAS Cerberus, 1915-27,  Melway 194H3
Senior Sailors,  190  Dampier Road,  HMAS Cerberus,  1914 Melway 194H3
Naval Barracks,  188-189  Dampier Road,  HMAS Cerberus,  1914-20,  Melway 
194H3
Naval Barracks,  187  Dampier Road,  HMAS Cerberus,  1926,  Melway 194H3
Midshipman's Mess or Gun Room,  194 Dampier Road,  HMAS Cerberus,  
1933,  Melway 194H3

Description
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Memorial Chapel of St Mark, 114  Nelson Road,  HMAS Cerberus,  1954,  
Melway 194H2
Our Lady Star of the Sea, Catholic Church 113  Nelson Road,  HMAS 
Cerberus,  1948,  Melway 194H2
Memorial Garden, Nelson Road,  HMAS Cerberus,  Melway 194H2
Museum 112  Nelson Road,  HMAS Cerberus,  1926 Melway 194H2
Gunnery Admin., 110  Nelson Road,  HMAS Cerberus,  1916 Melway 194H2
Gunnery Schools, 106, 108 Nelson Road,  HMAS Cerberus,  1917,  Melway 
194H2
Academic block, 116 Cook Rd, HMAS Cerberus,  1936, Melway  195A3
Grant block, 197 Cook Rd, HMAS Cerberus,  1918, Melway  195A3

Residential group (commanding officer's brick residences, immediate post WW1 
era):
Cerberus House, 321 end Park Rd,  HMAS Cerberus,  1919 Melway 195 A3
Officer's Residences, 348, 349  off Darley Rd, HMAS Cerberus,  1919, Melway 
195 A3
Surgeon's Residence, 350 off Darley Rd, HMAS Cerberus,  1919, Melway 195 
A3

Individual sites:
Power House,  55  Creswell Road,  HMAS Cerberus,  1920,  Melway 194H2
Engineering School,    51/52,  Ponfer Road,  HMAS Cerberus,  1926,  Melway 
194H4
Electrical Schools 33, 34 Nelson Road,  HMAS Cerberus,  1923, Melway 194H2
Memorial entrance gates at HMAS Cerberus,  Park Road,  HMAS Cerberus,  
1930s,  Melway  195A3
Music School, 13  Nelson Road,  HMAS Cerberus, 1927,  Melway 194H2
Shipwrights Workshop,   81 Phillip Road,  HMAS Cerberus,  1920,  Melway 
194H4
Stone lined slipway, off Phillip Road, HMAS Cerberus,  c1920,  Melway 194H4
Boot Hill Cemetery off Cook Rd, HMAS Cerberus, Melway 195D5
Monterey pines from the previous farm occupation, Phillip Rd, HMAS Cerberus, 
Melway 194H2

Trees
The mature Canary Island palm rows are distinctive visually as well as highly 
indicative of Edwardian-era and inter-war garden planting styles. They are also 
uncommon within the Shire compared to the broad landscape which is well 
populated with conifer rows and individual gardens which commonly exhibit 
trees planted after WW2. A number of specimens have been identified in this 
study because of this rarity within the broad landscape. Other mature trees 
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History
In 1910 Admiral Henderson, reporting to the Federal Government on the best 
sites in Australia for Naval Bases, suggested Hann's Inlet as the site for a 
Destroyer and Submarine Base. The Federal Government purchased 4,000 
acres in 1911 and planned to build accommodation for 2000 men to man the 
base and torpedo school. However, it was not until 1913 that work began on 
constructing the base. When it was officially opened in 1920, it had been 
changed from a base to a depot, named Flinders Naval Depot, but by 1921 the 
name was changed to HMAS Cerberus.
World War Two necessitated the erection of many temporary buildings to cope 
with the great influx of personnel requiring training. An Officers' Training School 
operated between 1942 and 1945. Many of the temporary wartime buildings 
were replaced after 1950 and new facilities added, including a cinema, senior 
sailor's mess, gymnasium, seamanship school, updated wharf facilities… 
Bluestone taken from the old police station was later used to build memorial 
entrance gates at HMAS Cerberus in the 1930s.  { Barnard, 2000}  
Many of the historic structures at HMAS Cerberus  have been added to the 
Register of the National Estate { Barnard, 2000}.

HMAS Cerberus became the Royal Australian Navy's largest training complex, 
being bigger than Jervis Bay and with earlier visible history at the base. This 
makes the base perhaps the most important Royal Australian Navy heritage site 
in Australia.

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

History and themes

Associations: Australian Government

(such as the conifers cited)  relate to the construction period of the base and aid 
in the period expression and cultural significance of the place as indicators of 
age and period.

In addition to the above cultural elements, there is the highly significant natural 
values contained within the reserve.

Condition
good (partially disturbed, well preserved)

External Integrity
Substantially intact/some intrusions- the drill hall, once the focus of the parade ground, has been demolished as have the 
1922 boatswain's store, 1913 communications school (84) and the 1920 administration block (20).

Context
This base is all but surrounded by significant natural vegetation and waterways, with the town of Stony Point nearby.
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Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Providing for the common defence

PAHT Subtheme: Preparing to face invasion

Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme

Other PAHT Subtheme:

Statement of Significance:
HMAS Cerberus precinct is significant to Australia because:
- it was the first training complex created for the newly constituted Royal 
Australian Navy and the continuing focus nationally for naval training, involving a 
large number of personal associations over its period of operation (Criterion A4, 
B2, G1);
- of its close association with the WW2 conflict in terms of both officer and 
general training and later as a repository of memorials to those who served 
(Criterion A4);
- of its distinct architectural stylism, particularly as expressed by the Edwardian 
Baroque and Colonial Georgian revival seen in the Parade Ground group 
(Criterion F1);
- of the individually significant designs in the above styles, as combined with the 
later but consistent church architecture (Criterion F1);
- of the related formally arranged mature and exotic landscape which was created 
to complement the architecture (Criterion A4); and
- the surrounding natural coastland which has been preserved by the prohibited 
access to the area during naval occupation as perhaps the best indication of the 
landscape seen at first contact of European settlement (Criterion A4);
- the complex and its environs have been acknowledged by the Australian 
Heritage Commission and the National Trust of Australia as significant to the 
nation ( Criterion E1, G2).

Heritage Victoria Register? recommended

Recommendations

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Rarity or distinction among a comparable group

Design or technological achievement

Social significance

A.4

B.2

F.1

G.1

E.1 Aesthetic importance to the community or a cultural group
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References
Barnard, 2000, Hastings District Heritage Study Stage 2 Environmental History
Butler, G 1983 RAIA 20th Century Architecture Register
Bennett, B 2000 `All Our Somers': 58-
National Trust of Australia file (see other precinct contributory places)
Dept. of Housing & Construction Conservation Study 1981 and extensions 1985 summary.

Documentation

Tree Controls Apply?: Yes

Planning Scheme Protection? recommended, once sold by the Commonwealth

Register of the National Estate recommended  (part registered as a group)

National Trust Register? recommended  (part registered as a group)

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the main contributory elements are the track reserve and station grounds, and related fabric and 
planting from  1912- 50,  including the WW1 period, WW2 period to 1950, and as defined by 
contributory elements.

- to conserve and enhance the precinct and its landscape setting where enhancement would 
include replacement of any known missing original components in the buildings or landscape 
setting;
- to conserve and enhance the public appreciation of the precinct;
- to ensure that new structures in the precinct are visually related in terms of form, size, materials 
and placement to the contributory elements but are distinguishable on close inspection from the 
original elements; 
- to ensure that new trees planted in the precinct are related to the existing mature trees in terms of 
type, potential size, and placement and do not affect their growth or health; 
- to maintain the precinct's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further 
historical findings;
- to encourage the preparation of a comprehensive conservation management plan for the  precinct 
(based on the previous work), followed by the creation of an incorporated plan for better 
management within the planning scheme.

The land is owned by the Commonwealth and is thus not subject to State law. Council could include
the place in the planning scheme in readiness for any change of ownership and/or seek assurances 
from the Commonwealth that the place will be protected. Registration on the National Estate 
Register ensures referral to the Australian Heritage Commission but their recommendations are not 
binding.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler

External Paint Controls Apply? Yes

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? Yes
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Name of place BP  Australia Ltd Western Port Refinery
282

Other Names
Addres Woolleys Road

Crib Point

Map (Melway) 165D9

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Shire

Creation date(s): 1965-

off

Site Type: Oil refinery

Description:

This is a refinery complex on 350 acres at Crib Point with associated T-shape 
jetty, remnant storage tanks (9), tank sites, pipe tracks, roadways, plant and the 
administrative offices (q.v.). The foreshore area contains natural values in terms 
of salt marsh areas. Some former pre-BP house sites are also in the precinct.

The associated port infrastructure built for $7 million by 1966 included a two-
berth marine terminal of steel and reinforced concrete at Crib Point, with 
capacity for tankers up 100,000 tons. There was a 13 mile long buoyed channel 
with a minimum width of 1300 feet (undredged) and 600 feet (dredged),  two fire 
fighting tugs, bollards which could take a 23 tons pulling force, a port office and 
a depot { VYB 1973: 238}. 

Description
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History
Historical background 

The history of BP is summarised in the following extract from a BP historical 
summary: `BP's origins go back to May 1901, when a wealthy Englishman, 
William Knox D'Arcy, obtained a concession from the Shah of Persia to explore 
for and exploit the oil resources of the country, excluding the five northern 
provinces which bordered Russia. Having been granted the concession, D'Arcy 
employed an engineer, George Reynolds, to undertake the task of exploring for 
oil in Persia….

`… costs mounted, stretching D'Arcy's resources to the point where he sought 
outside financial assistance. This came in 1905 from the Burmah Oil Company, 
which provided new funds for his venture. More exploration in Persia followed 
without success, until eventually, in May 1908, Reynolds and his helpers struck 
oil in commercial quantities at Masjid-i-Suleiman in southwest Persia. It was the 
first commercial oil discovery in the Middle East, signalling the emergence of that 
region as an oil producing area.

`After the discovery had been made, the Anglo-Persian Oil Company (as BP was 
first known) was formed in 1909 to develop the oilfield and work the concession. 
At the time of Anglo-Persian's formation, 97% of its ordinary shares were owned 
by the Burmah Oil Company. The rest were owned by Lord Strathcona, the 
company's first chairman.

`Although D'Arcy was appointed a director and remained on the board until his 
death in 1917, he was not to play a major part in the new company's affairs. His 
role as the initial risk-taking investor was past and the daunting task of 
developing the oil discovery into a commercial enterprise shifted to others, 
amongst whom one stands out: Charles (later Sir Charles, then Lord) Greenway. 

History and themes

Detailed inspection of the site is required and is outside of the scope of this 
study.

Condition
Externally, fair (disturbed, reasonably preserved). (further inspection required)

External Integrity
Externally, substantially changed/major intrusions: tanks and plant have been removed  (further inspection required).

Context
Set on a promontory south of Sandstone Island and adjoining the National Trust of Australia (Vic) Tyabb Coastal 
Landscape and north of HMAS Cerberus and the National Trust of Australia (Vic) Sandy Point landscape.
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Greenway was one of Anglo-Persian's founder-directors, becoming managing 
director in 1910 and chairman, after Strathcona, in 1914.

`Greenway, anxious to avoid falling under the domination of Royal Dutch-Shell, 
also turned to another potential source of revenue and capital: the British 
government. The basis of an agreement to mutual advantage lay in Greenway's 
desire to find new capital and an outlet for Anglo-Persian's fuel oil; and, on the 
government's part, in the desire by the Admiralty (then headed by Winston 
Churchill as First Lord) to obtain secure supplies of fuel oil, which had 
advantages over coal as a fuel, for the ships of the Royal Navy. After lengthy 
negotiations, agreement was reached in 1914 shortly before the outbreak of 
World War I. Anglo-Persian contracted to supply the Admiralty with fuel oil and 
the government injected £2 million of new capital into the company, receiving in 
return a majority shareholding and the right to appoint two directors to Anglo-
Persian's board. Although the government undertook not to interfere in Anglo-
Persian's normal commercial operations, its shareholding introduced an unusual 
political dimension to the company's affairs. In later years, the government 
shareholding was reduced and -- apart from a tiny residual holding -- ended in 
1987.

`Further expansion followed in the decade after World War I. New marketing 
methods were introduced, with curb side pumps replacing two-gallon tins for the 
distribution of motor spirit (or, gasoline). Anglo-Persian also marketed its 
products in Iran and Iraq; it established an international chain of marine 
bunkering stations, and in 1926 began to market aviation spirit. New refineries, 
much smaller than the plant at Abadan, also came on stream -- at Llandarcy in 
South Wales in 1921 and at Grangemouth in Scotland in 1924. Moreover, the 
company's majority-owned French associate had a refinery at Courchelettes, 
near Douai. On the other side of the world, in Australia, a new refinery at 
Laverton, near Melbourne, was commissioned in 1924.

`By the time Greenway retired as chairman in March 1927, he had realised his 
main strategic goal of establishing Anglo-Persian as one of the world's largest oil 
companies, with a substantial presence in all phases of the industry. In 1935, the 
company was renamed the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company.

`During the post-war reconstruction of Europe, the high demand for oil enabled 
Anglo-Iranian to expand its business greatly. The company's sales, profits, 
capital expenditure and employment all rose to record levels in the late 1940s.

`The refinery at Abadan was by this time the largest in the world. Moreover, 
crude oil production from the company's Iranian oilfields kept Iran at the top of 
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the league of Middle East oil producing countries.

`Meanwhile, Anglo-Iranian entered the field of petrochemicals. An agreement 
with the Distillers Company in 1947 resulted in the formation of a joint company, 
later to become known as British Hydrocarbon Chemicals, which produced basic 
materials from naphtha at Grangemouth. A second petrochemicals complex was 
built at Baglan Bay in South Wales in 1961.

`While the company was expanding its operations in the late 1940s, it was also 
engaged in talks with the Iranian government about the terms of its oil 
concession. Long and complex negotiations failed to produce an agreement, and 
in 1951 the Iranian government passed legislation nationalising the company's 
assets in Iran, then Britain's largest single overseas investment. The 
nationalisation precipitated a major international crisis in which the British and 
US governments became deeply involved. The company's operations in Iran 
were brought to a halt. 

`Only after three years of intensive negotiations was the crisis resolved by the 
formation of a consortium of oil companies, which, by agreement with the Iranian 
government, re-started the Iranian oil industry in 1954. Anglo-Iranian - which was 
renamed The British Petroleum Company in 1954 -- held a 40% share in the 
consortium.

`One of the effects of the Iranian nationalisation crisis was that the company was 
forced to broaden its operations to make good the loss of oil supplies from Iran, 
on which it had depended. Crude oil production in other countries, notably 
Kuwait and Iraq, was greatly increased; and new refineries were built in Europe, 
Australia and Aden.

`In another development, in 1952, the company commissioned its first lubricating 
oils plant at Dunkirk. Two years later, it began marketing BP Visco-Static, 
Europe's first multigrade oil. 

Australian history
In 1922 Australia's first oil refinery, Commonwealth Oil Refineries, was 
established jointly by the Commonwealth Government and the Anglo-Persian Oil 
Company. It was located beside Kororoit Creek, north of Kororoit Creek Road. 
The refinery was connected by pipeline to a wharf at Newport (the former liquid 
berth replaced in 1971 by Holden Oil Dock) where oil tankers unloaded crude oil 
into storage tanks, from which it was piped to the refinery. The storage tanks 
were constructed from 1922 by the COR and were located at Newport on the 
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south side of Burleigh Street (the two original tanks now known as BP tanks NP 
6 and NP 7). (Allom Lovell 1999: 3). Effluent from the refinery travelled by 
pipeline beside the creek and was released eighteen yards into the Bay, near the 
Williamstown Racecourse. The refinery is said to have pioneered welded, rather 
than riveted storage tanks, possibly the first of their kind in the world.

The Commonwealth sold its shares in COR in 1952. Three years later the 
refinery closed when the owners, now BP Australia Ltd, opened a new refinery in 
Western Australia. Having traded for 37 years as the Commonwealth Oil 
Refineries Ltd, the name was changed to BP Australia Ltd. as a member of the 
international BP Group of companies, on 1st November 1957.  BP Australia's 
Altona Terminal was converted to a storage depot and rail loading terminal.  

The Newport tank farm continued as a complex for pumping product via pipeline 
on to BP’s Port Melbourne terminal and received product via pipeline from 
Shell’s Geelong refinery, from Mobil’s Altona refinery and via ship from Holden 
Oil dock. It was progressively expanded to accommodate ten large and several 
smaller tanks with pump house and amenities buildings, but was closed down 
and mothballed in 1987, apart form use on a casual basis for storage of product 
for the lubricating oil plant at Douglas Parade.

Enabled by the `Westernport (Oil Refinery ) Act 1963',  a second refinery 
commenced in Victoria in 1966 at Crib Point, being the first to be built under  the 
name of BP Australia Ltd. Its Western Port location was determined by the deep 
water port access available there in contrast to the confined  and sometimes 
dangerous passage for the large oil tankers through the heads and across the 
bay in Port Phillip { National Trust of Australia (Vic) }. With this project came 
massive public expenditure on port infrastructure and harbour services for the 
use of the company { VYB 1973: 237-8}. The associated BP administration 
building was designed by Don Hendrey Fulton and opened in 1966. It has since 
been added to the Victorian Heritage Register. 

In 1984 BP Australia acquired the Bulwer Island refinery in Queensland, 
previously owned by Amoco and in operation since 1965. Western Port had 
become uneconomic and operations ceased there in the next year.

Jill Barnard has observed in the environmental history:
`Perhaps the most drastic change to occur to the physical environment of the 
study area since the land was carved up for European occupation in the 
nineteenth century, was the decision to develop the Hastings Port Industrial Area 
in the 1960s. In 1963 BP Australia announced plans to build Victoria's second oil 
refinery at Crib Point. It was enabled to do this when the Victorian Parliament 
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passed the Western Port (Oil Refinery) Act 1963. BP Australia built the refinery 
in 1966. The Oil terminal jetty was part of this development. The former 
Administration Building, completed in 1965 was designed by architect Don 
Fulton. The refinery ceased production in 1985, when
it had become uneconomic' { Barnard, 2000} .

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Utilising mineral resources

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Extracting oil & gas

Associations: BP Australia Ltd

Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme

Other PAHT Subtheme:

Statement of Significance:
The BP  Australia Ltd Western Port Refinery site is significant to the Mornington 
Peninsula Shire because: 
- it was the site of a major refinery within Victoria, being the  being the first to be 
built under  the name of BP Australia Ltd.  and one of two in the State (Criterion 
B2, H1); 
- its Western Port Bay location, as determined by the deep water port access 
available there in contrast to the confined  and  dangerous passage for the large 
oil tankers through Port Phillip, highlighted the natural advantages of the Western 
Port for heavy industry and was the beginning of an era of major industrial 
development there (Criterion A4).

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Register of the National Estate No

National Trust Register? Recommended

Recommendations

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Rarity or distinction among a comparable group

Association with important person or group

A.4

B.2

H.1
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References
Barnard, 2000, Hastings District Heritage Study Stage 2 Environmental History
Hastings Western Port Historical Society (HWPHS) 3.8.1;
National Trust of Australia (Vic) Classification Report cites `BP in Australia': 5-6;
G Butler & Associates, 2000. Hobsons Bay Heritage Study

Documentation

Tree Controls Apply?: No

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended after completion of an incorporated plan

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the main contributory elements are plant,  related fabric and planting from  around 1965-6.

- to conserve and enhance the precinct and its landscape setting;
- to conserve and enhance the public appreciation of the precinct;
- to ensure that new structures or planting in the precinct do not adversely affect the heritage 
significance of the place; 
- to maintain the precinct's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further 
historical findings;
- to encourage further inspection of the site to demarcate surviving significant elements;
- to encourage the preparation of a comprehensive conservation management plan for the  precinct,
followed by the creation of an incorporated plan for better management before inclusion in the 
planning scheme.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler

External Paint Controls Apply? No

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? No
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Name of place Jack's Tanning pit, Jacks Beach
601

Other Names
Addres Woolleys Road

Bittern

Map (Melway) 165A7

Identification and location

Place Identifier

Study grading (National, State, Regional, Shire, Local): Regional

Creation date(s): 1918c

off

Site Type: Tanning pit, nets

Description:

This tanning pit is set in a narrow sand beach, next to a grassed verge on the 
edge of remnant native vegetation and at the end of a track to the beach from a 
car park. The pit is built up as a mound faced with random stone and lined 
internally with cement. A plaque fixed to the base of the pit surround provides a 
brief history of the pit's origins. Nearby there are mangroves and mud flats. 
Some bush poles are located in the water nearby and may have been 
connected with the site's history.

Signs of Jack's house site and some exotic planting can be seen near the entry 
to the car park.

Description

Condition
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History
Historical background 

Wattle-bark stripping was probably the first industry carried out on the 
Mornington Peninsula.  Bark was stripped from trees to be soaked in water and 
produce a brew that was used in the tanning of hides. Bark stripped at Western 
Port was shipped to Van Diemen's Land in the very early years of settlement.  
Evidence that some tanning was carried out locally is the tanning pit at Jack's 
Beach, Bittern. The Jack family were early fishermen who lived in the vicinity of 
Crib Point and once had a timber jetty in the area.   It is believed that the pit was 
used to harden fishing nets and ropes { Barnard, 2000}.

Specific History 
Leslie M Moorhead writes that Annie (nee Kambrey or Cumbury) and John 
Alexander Jack took up land nearby in 1908. They had 14 children, including 
twins Leslie and Hector who became fishermen in Western Port Bay. The 
brothers  erected a rough timber jetty at Jacks Beach where their boats were 
moored. Leslie Jack died  in 1966 aged 64 and his brother died in the following 
year aged 65 {MacBeth}. This indicates that the pit was built just after WW1.

They also built this tanning pit to soak their nets, twine, rope and chord fishing 
lines to preserve them { Moorhead: 72}.

 `Bark was stripped from wattle trees, dried out, and boiled in water in drums set 
over fires on the beach. The liquor from the drums was poured into the pit and 
the fishing nets, ropes, and chords were placed in the pit to soak in the brown 
liquid. The nets were then strung out along the jetty to dry. This was done every 
year to keep the equipment of their craft in good order' { Moorhead: 72}.

A real estate plan produced in the 1920s-30s by Geo Higgens, auctioneer, of 
Melbourne and Red Hill showed the breaking up of the land around this site early 
in the 20th century and the occupants of a number of structures along and near 
the coast. Just west of the east end of Disney St, on the north side, was a brick 
house occupied by A Woolley.  Facing The Esplanade and the bay, just to the 
north of Disney St (4 chain or 240m), was a weatherboard house occupied by W 

History and themes

Externally, good (partially disturbed, well preserved).

External Integrity
Externally, assumed to be substantially intact.

Context
Indigenous landscape along the water front provides an appropriate setting for the pit.
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Woolley on a 3 chain square lot. A further 3.2 chain north was a similar block 
with a weatherboard house occupied by Mrs Boe. At the rear of her block was 
what was called and `old kiln and sheds' (possibly used for tanning and reputedly 
fired by harvested mangroves). Further in it was `rough grass' and `timbered'. 
These structures were located on lot 4 of the estate, providing 146 acres.   A 
`fishermen's jetty'  was approximately in front of W Woolley's house and  further 
north there was another. The remnants of these can still be seen. Further north 
again, on Jacks Road (now Woolleys Rd),  was John Jack's weatherboard 
house, west of  Jack's beach pit.

Principal Australian Historical Theme (PAHT): Exploiting Natural Resources

Thematic context - the place expresses the following themes:

PAHT Subtheme: Fishing and whaling

Associations: Jack, Leslie and 
Hector

Significance

Aesthetic Historic Social Scientific

The place is significant to the Mornington Peninsula Shire  within the following Australian 
Heritage Commission (AHC) categories and above threshold using the following AHC criteria:

Environmental History theme Fishing

Other PAHT Subtheme:

Statement of Significance:
Jack's Tanning pit, Jacks Beach is significant to the Mornington Peninsula 
Region because:
-it provides evidence of two major themes in the Mornington Peninsula  and the 
Hastings district, fishing and wattle stripping for tanneries (Criterion A4);
-it is the only tanning pit known on the Mornington Peninsula  (Criterion B2); 
-it has been the subject of many local history publications and is seen by the 
community as an important part of their heritage (see `Between the Bays') 
(Criterion G1).

Heritage Victoria Register? No

Recommendations

AHC Criteria satisfied:
Association with important events or historical themes

Rarity or distinction among a comparable group

Social significance

A.4

B.2

G.1
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Documentation

Tree Controls Apply?: No

Planning Scheme Protection? Recommended

Register of the National Estate Recommended

National Trust Register? Recommended

Recommendation
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where 
the main contributory element is the pit, with emphasis on fabric from or near the construction date.

- to conserve and enhance the pit and its native landscape setting where enhancement would 
include replacement of any known missing original components in the building or landscape setting;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of the pit, possibly by providing more interpretive 
information at the site;
- to ensure that new structures near the pit are concealed or visually recessive in terms of form, 
size, materials and placement but are distinguishable on close inspection from the original 
elements; 
- to maintain the  pit's  link with its history, via promotion and publication of any further historical 
findings;
- to encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the  site, followed by the 
creation of an incorporated plan for better management in the planning scheme.

Assessed By: Graeme Butler, Francine Gilfedder

External Paint Controls Apply? No

Internal Alteration Controls Apply? No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt? No

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted? No
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Appendix 2 Hastings district heritage places or
precincts in the Mornington Peninsula Planning
Scheme
The following are places in the Mornington Peninsula Planning Scheme
heritage overlay:
Planning Scheme Map Ref/ Heritage Place Locality
HO 12 House 166 Balnarring Road Balnarring
HO 13 Hazel Grove 101 Balnarring Road Balnarring
HO 85 Minto House 3485 Frankston- Flinders Road Merricks
HO 118 Coolart Homestead Lord Somers Road Somers
HO 137 Koonoona 51 Merricks Road Merricks North
HO 225 Sages Cottage (Eurutta) Sages Road Baxter
HO 227 Hope Campbell House 1 Sandy Point Road Somers
HO 231 Chicory Kiln Part C. A. 32 Stanleys Road Balnarring
HO 240 Former BP Refinery Administration Building The
Esplanade

Crib Point

HO 244 Goldmining Site 50- 52 Tubbarubba Road Moorooduc
South

HO 247 Warrawee Homestead Warrawee Road Balnarring
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Appendix 3 Hastings district heritage places or
precincts recommended for the Mornington
Peninsula Planning Scheme



Appendix 3: 
Hastings district heritage places or precincts 
recommended for the Mornington Peninsula Planning 
Scheme 
Proposed heritage overlay schedule: places grouped by street or road name

Heritage Place External 
Paint 
Controls 
Apply?

Internal 
Alteration
 Controls 
Apply?

Tree 
Control
s 
Apply?

Included 
on the 
Victorian 
Heritage 
Register 
under the 
Act

Are 
there 
Outbuild
ings or 
Fences 
not 
Exempt
?

Prohibited
 Uses 
may be 
Permitted
?

Recommended 
for planning 
protection 

Overlay Schedule

Norfolk Island pines (2)

 28 Austin Road

No No Yes No No No recommended

The trees and land within the title nominally 2m of 
each tree root ball or canopy whichever is the 
larger.

600

Harley Davidson Motor Club of 
Victoria clubrooms

144-
146

Balnarring Beach Road

Yes No No No No Yes recommended

The building and the title land, with associated 
fabric from the 1920s such as the wire front fence, 
cypress hedge and Monterey cypress specimens.

543

Foxey's Hangout

Balnarring Road

No No Yes No No No recommended

The current median and planting

63

St Mark's Anglican church & hall, 
trees

  1 Balnarring Road

Yes No Yes No No Yes Recommended

The building and the title land, with associated 
fabric from the early 20th century such as the 
fence, hedge and Monterey cypress and pine 
specimens.

409

Hazel Grove

101 Balnarring Road

Yes No Yes No No Yes Recommended

The title land and house, as described, plus any 
associated fabric and trees from the 19th century 
and the Hurley tenure.

553

McCormick farm house at Willow 
Creek Vineyard

166 Balnarring Road

Yes No No No No Yes recommended

The house and title with emphasis on any fabric 
from or near the construction date of the house, 
being the late Victorian-era or Edwardian-era.

554
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Heritage Place External 
Paint 
Controls 
Apply?

Internal 
Alteration
 Controls 
Apply?

Tree 
Control
s 
Apply?

Included 
on the 
Victorian 
Heritage 
Register 
under the 
Act

Are 
there 
Outbuild
ings or 
Fences 
not 
Exempt
?

Prohibited
 Uses 
may be 
Permitted
?

Recommended 
for planning 
protection 

Overlay Schedule

Banksia Estate

off Banksia Square

- - - - - - recommended 
(local policy 
only)

The extent of the subdivision as described on the 
lodged plan (LP5144), including street alignments, 
street names and lot sizes and secondary 
contributory elements include remnant native 
vegetation and gravelled roads.

474

Naval Wardroom, HMAS Cerberus

151 Bass Road

Yes Yes No No No Yes Recommended

The Naval Wardroom Block (156 Bass Road), 
with emphasis on fabric from the main 
construction period (early 20th century),   and land 
within nominally 5m of its perimeter.

156

Hospital Administration Block, 
HMAS Cerberus

161 Bass Road

No No No No No Yes recommended

The Hospital Administration Block (161 Bass 
Road) with emphasis on fabric from the main 
construction period (1920s),  and land within 
nominally 5m of its perimeter.

680

Westoaks, farm house & garden

154 Baxter Tooradin Road

Yes No Yes No No Yes Recommended

The house, cited trees and the title land, with any 
associated fabric or trees from or near the 
construction dates, late Victorian-era and early 
20th century.

242

Baxter Presbyterian church & hall, 
now Seventh Heaven

205 Baxter Tooradin Road

No No No No No Yes Recommended

The cited buildings and the title land, with any 
associated fabric or trees from or near the 
construction dates (early 20th century).

243

Lysaght Australia Western Port 
Bay steel works

off Bayview Road

Yes No Yes No No Yes Recommended 
once an 
incorporated 
plan is 
completed

Title land and cited structures, with emphasis on 
fabric from or near the complex development 
date, being the 1970s.

281
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Heritage Place External 
Paint 
Controls 
Apply?

Internal 
Alteration
 Controls 
Apply?

Tree 
Control
s 
Apply?

Included 
on the 
Victorian 
Heritage 
Register 
under the 
Act

Are 
there 
Outbuild
ings or 
Fences 
not 
Exempt
?

Prohibited
 Uses 
may be 
Permitted
?

Recommended 
for planning 
protection 

Overlay Schedule

Cork oak & stone pine

 65, 
61

Bayview St

No No Yes No No No Recommended

The trees and land within 5m of their canopy edge 
or root ball or whichever is the greater.

603

Shand orchard house, trees

212 Bittern Dromana Road

Yes No Yes No No Yes Recommended

The house, cited trees and the title land, with any 
associated fabric or trees from or near the 
construction period, being the early 20th century.

358

Merricks North Orchard Group 
Precinct

off Bittern Dromana Road

No No Yes No No Yes Recommended

The cited precinct components, land, buildings 
and mature exotic trees, with emphasis on fabric 
from pre 1939, particularly from the Edwardian-
era.

661

Brunning's farm house and trees 
(Chinese fan  palm, Norfolk Island 
pine, palms)

 75 Bungower Road

Yes No Yes No No Yes Recommended

The house and the title land, with any associated 
fabric or trees from or near the construction date 
(1880s-1890s).

107

Thomas Brunning's farm

 83 Bungower Road

Yes No Yes No Yes Yes Recommended

The house and the title land, with any associated 
fabric or trees (Monterey cypress) from or near 
the construction date (c1919-1920s) or the 
Thomas Brunning occupation periods.

106

Tyabb Public Cemetery

end Cemetery Road

No No Yes No yes No recommended

The reserve, with memorials (with emphasis on 
19th century fabric), unmarked graves,  gates, 
shelter and planting ( mature cordyline and native 
grasses, and Monterey pines).

177

Wilson farm complex, trees

114 Coolart Road

Yes No Yes No No Yes Recommended

The house and the title land, with any associated 
fabric or trees from or near the construction date 
(1920s) or the Wilson occupation periods.

446
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Heritage Place External 
Paint 
Controls 
Apply?

Internal 
Alteration
 Controls 
Apply?

Tree 
Control
s 
Apply?

Included 
on the 
Victorian 
Heritage 
Register 
under the 
Act

Are 
there 
Outbuild
ings or 
Fences 
not 
Exempt
?

Prohibited
 Uses 
may be 
Permitted
?

Recommended 
for planning 
protection 

Overlay Schedule

Unthank farm house, trees, garden

261 Coolart Road

Yes No Yes No No Yes Recommended

The house and the title land, with any associated 
fabric or mature trees (clipped cypress hedge at 
the front and side, flowering gum, cedar, Monterey 
cypress,   redwood,  and `Arbutus' specimens) 
from or near the construction date (1930s) or the 
Unthank occupation periods.

441

Balnarring Racecourse & Emu 
Plains Recreation Reserve & 
Racecourse

off Coolart Road

No No Yes No No Yes Recommended

The race course reserve, track and mature 
indigenous vegetation, with emphasis on fabric 
from the main development period (19th centruy).

80

Seamen's Barracks, HMAS 
Cerberus A Block

187 Dampier Road

Yes Yes Yes No No Yes recommended

The Naval Barracks, HMAS Cerberus A Block  
(187 Dampier Road) and land within nominally 5m 
of its perimeter, with emphasis on fabric from or 
near the construction date (1920s).

159

Seamen's Barracks, HMAS 
Cerberus, B & C Blocks

188-
189

Dampier Road

Yes No Yes No No Yes recommended

The Naval Barracks, HMAS Cerberus B&C 
Blocks  (188-189 Dampier Road) and land within 
nominally 5m of their perimeters, with emphasis 
on fabric from or near the construction date 
(c1914-1920s).

160

Senior Seamen's Barracks, HMAS 
Cerberus

190 Dampier Road

Yes No Yes No No Yes recommended

The Senior Seamen's Barracks  (190 Dampier 
Road) and land within nominally 5m of its 
perimeter, with emphasis on fabric from or near 
the construction date (c1914-1920s).

681

Midshipman's Mess, HMAS 
Cerberus

194 Dampier Road

Yes Yes No No No Yes Recommended

Midshipman's Mess  (194 Dampier Road) and 
land within nominally 5m of its perimeter, with 
emphasis on fabric from or near the construction 
date (1930s).

161
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Heritage Place External 
Paint 
Controls 
Apply?

Internal 
Alteration
 Controls 
Apply?

Tree 
Control
s 
Apply?

Included 
on the 
Victorian 
Heritage 
Register 
under the 
Act

Are 
there 
Outbuild
ings or 
Fences 
not 
Exempt
?

Prohibited
 Uses 
may be 
Permitted
?

Recommended 
for planning 
protection 

Overlay Schedule

Bill Jones house

779 Derril Road

Yes No No No No Yes Recommended

The house and title land, with emphasis on fabric 
from or near the construction date, c1955-60.

433

Crib Point Public Cemetery

189 Disney Street

No No No No No No Recommended

The original reserve and memorials with 
emphasis on those from an early date (19th and 
early 20th centruy).

480

Burke's Portsmouth Estate

north 
of

Disney Street

- - - - - - Recommended 
(local policy 
only)

Located north of Disney St, west of Stony Point 
Rd and east of the Frankston to Stony Point 
railway, confined to the representation of the 1916-
18 estate plans (LPs 8749, 8745) in the street 
layout, in terms of street names and alignments.

755

Somerville Private Hospital, former

 18 Eramosa Road

Yes No No No No Yes recommended

The title land and building, with emphasis on 
fabric from the early 20th century.

654

Alan Nunn & Son store

   2 Eramosa Road East

Yes No No No No Yes Recommended

The title land and building, with emphasis on 
fabric from the late 19th and early 20th century.

191

Thornell's bakery, general shop & 
residence, former

 30 Eramosa Road East

Yes No No No No Yes Recommended

The title land and building, with emphasis on 
fabric from the late 19th and early 20th century.

186

James Grant farm complex

138 Eramosa Road East

Yes No No No No Yes recommended

The title land and building, with emphasis on 
fabric from the construction date (1860s) to the 
late 19th century, and including the Grant tenure 
to c1920.

677
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Heritage Place External 
Paint 
Controls 
Apply?

Internal 
Alteration
 Controls 
Apply?

Tree 
Control
s 
Apply?

Included 
on the 
Victorian 
Heritage 
Register 
under the 
Act

Are 
there 
Outbuild
ings or 
Fences 
not 
Exempt
?

Prohibited
 Uses 
may be 
Permitted
?

Recommended 
for planning 
protection 

Overlay Schedule

St Andrew's Anglican Church & 
trees

  2 Eramosa Road West

Yes No Yes No No Yes recommended

Title land, trees (flowering gum donated by TW 
Brunning and planted by GR Phillips, `E. 
sideroxylon' or Mugga ironbark) and church 
exterior with emphasis on fabric from the 
Edwardian-era

167

Camping reserves A, B, C & 
Robertson Park

off Fethers & Masonsmith Roads

- - - - - - Recommended 
(local policy 
only)

Camping reserves A, B, C & Robertson Park, with 
emphasis on planting, boundary alignments and 
associated fabric from or near the establishment 
date of the reserves.

640

Trees, house site

1275 Frankston Flinders Road

No No Yes No No No Recommended

The title and reserve land and cited mature trees 
(2x `Araucaria sp.' ie.   Norfolk Island pine 
(`Araucaria heterophylla' 20m), bunya pine 
(`Araucaria bidwilli'  16m);  an oak, a Monterey 
pine  at the corner (`Pinus radiata' 25m), and an 
Italian cypress (`Cupressus sempervirens' 20m) 
north of the `Araucaria' specimens, a truncated 
Norfolk Island pine  (`Araucaria heterophylla' 15m 
high)  on the road reserve across the Frankston 
Flinders Road,  30m south of the Bungower Rd), 
with emphasis on plantings from the 19th and 
early 20th century.

116

Fernbank complex

1330 Frankston Flinders Road

Yes No Yes No Yes Yes Recommended

The title land, mature trees (including `Araucaria 
sp.' or Norfolk Island pine c17m high,  blue 
Atlantic cedar, deodar cedar, Bhutan and 
Monterey cypress), house, and outbuildings with 
emphasis on fabric from the 19th and early 20th 
century and  the GG Cole tenure.

202

King's Cattle Station Pre-emptive 
Right

1447,
 near

Frankston Flinders Road

No No Yes No No No Recommended

The title land, water hole, general topography, 
mature indigenous trees (i.e.. paperbarks) , with 
emphasis on any built fabric or landscape from 
the early 19th century and the pastoral era.

631
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Heritage Place External 
Paint 
Controls 
Apply?

Internal 
Alteration
 Controls 
Apply?

Tree 
Control
s 
Apply?

Included 
on the 
Victorian 
Heritage 
Register 
under the 
Act

Are 
there 
Outbuild
ings or 
Fences 
not 
Exempt
?

Prohibited
 Uses 
may be 
Permitted
?

Recommended 
for planning 
protection 

Overlay Schedule

George G & Sarah Cole House &  
trees

1559 Frankston Flinders Road

Yes No Yes No No Yes Recommended

The title land, cited mature trees (Canary Island 
palm,   Monterey cypress hedge, golden cypress, 
a `Quercus sp', and orchard remnants) and 
house, with emphasis on fabric from the  early 
20th century and  the GG Cole tenure and 
associated landscape (arrow head picket front 
fence, carriage drive, ).

273

Merricks General Store

3458-
3460

Frankston Flinders Road

Yes No No No No Yes Recommended

The title land and buildings, with emphasis on 
fabric from the  inter-war period and  the Weston 
tenure.

381

Larnoo & farm landscape

3500 
(nom)

Frankston Flinders Road

Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Recommended

The original title land (Balnarring parish CA44), 
farm landscape, mature trees and buildings, with 
emphasis on fabric from the 19th and early 20th 
century and  the Cole tenure.

11

Oast House

3630 Frankston Flinders Road

Yes No No No No Yes Recommended

The building and land within the title boundary 
nominally 10m from its perimeter, with emphasis 
on fabric from or near the construction date and 
the Joyner tenure.

385

Kalimna farm complex & farm 
landscape

3649 Frankston Flinders Road

Yes No Yes No No Yes Recommended 
(inspection 
required)

The land within CA45, cited mature trees and 
buildings, with emphasis on fabric from or near 
the construction dates (c1869c, c1903)  and  the 
Conrad Kleinitz tenure.

12
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Heritage Place External 
Paint 
Controls 
Apply?

Internal 
Alteration
 Controls 
Apply?

Tree 
Control
s 
Apply?

Included 
on the 
Victorian 
Heritage 
Register 
under the 
Act

Are 
there 
Outbuild
ings or 
Fences 
not 
Exempt
?

Prohibited
 Uses 
may be 
Permitted
?

Recommended 
for planning 
protection 

Overlay Schedule

Tyabb Residential, Commercial  & 
Civic Precinct

off Frankston Flinders Road

Yes No Yes No No No Recommended

Land, trees and buildings, including:
weatherboard commercial buildings, some with 
post supported street verandahs,  in the 
Frankston Flinders Road from the inter-war, 
Edwardian and Victorian-eras;
Martha King memorial, Frankston Flinders Road; 
Tyabb Scout Hall,  1580  Frankston Flinders 
Road; 
House & garden, trees,  1551-3  Frankston 
Flinders Road; 
John T Baker Gateway,  Frankston Flinders 
Road,  Tyabb; Benton memorial flagpole,  
Frankston Flinders Road; House & garden,  1555  
Frankston Flinders Road; Tyabb soldiers 
memorial,  Frankston Flinders Road; Memorial 
tree Recreation Reserve, Mildura 1908; House    
9,  Mornington Tyabb Road; Tyabb Recreation 
Ground and trees; Tyabb Church of England & 
hall,  Mornington Tyabb Road; Tyabb Co-
operative Coolstore now Tyabb Packing House,  
off,  Peacock Road; Tyabb cannery,  Peacock 
Road; Tyabb railway station, Monterey pine row 
and station ground plus the trackway through the 
precinct; 
Cool Store Engineer's House,   14  Peacock 
Road; Paganoni House,   16  Peacock Road; 
Tyabb Railway Station School,  The Crescent; 
Methodist later Door of Faith Church,  The 
Crescen; Tyabb hall, later Youth Club Hall, Girl 
Guides Hall,  The Crescent; Tyabb hall,  The 
Crescent,  Tyabb; Westernport Family Church,  
The Crescent; Oak and Tyabb Railway Station 
School,  The Crescent
(Refer map)

657

Tyabb halls

1535 Frankston-Flinders Road

Yes No No No No Yes Recommended

The buildings and title land, with emphasis on 
fabric from or near the construction dates, 1899 
and 1958.

291

8Graeme Butler and Associates 2001, Volume 1: Appendix 3 -



Heritage Place External 
Paint 
Controls 
Apply?

Internal 
Alteration
 Controls 
Apply?

Tree 
Control
s 
Apply?

Included 
on the 
Victorian 
Heritage 
Register 
under the 
Act

Are 
there 
Outbuild
ings or 
Fences 
not 
Exempt
?

Prohibited
 Uses 
may be 
Permitted
?

Recommended 
for planning 
protection 

Overlay Schedule

Palm Beach Estate

aroun
d

Garden Square

No No Yes No No No Recommended

The land, original allotment and road boundaries, 
street names within the Palm Beach Estate (LP 
11951, 11816), mature native trees and listed 
contributory buildings:
House  93 Alexandra Avenue
House  12-14 Bonview Ave
House  30 Florida Avenue
House  28 Florida Avenue
House  26 Florida Avenue
House  16 Florida Avenue
House   9 Garden Square
House   5 Garden Square
House  11 Garden Square
The Haven   1 Garden Square
Houses   5, 7, 15 Ocean View Crescent
House  29 Ocean View Crescent
House  27 Ocean View Crescent
Tennis Club pavilion, Garden Square off Palm 
Beach Grove
Monterey pine  15 Palm Beach Grove
House  13 Palm Beach Grove
Somers Store   2 The Boulevard; and associates 
structures,  with emphasis on built fabric or 
landscape from or near the estate creation period  
(1920s-1930s).

464

Seaton Carew

 16 Graf Road

Yes No Yes No No Yes Recommended

The title land, cited mature trees (cypress hedges, 
Monterey pines, willows, and a deodar cedar)  
and house, with emphasis on fabric from or near 
the construction dates (19th & early 20th 
centuries).

135

Orchard Landscape Precinct

off Graydens Road

No No Yes No No Yes Recommended 
after 
completion of 
an incorporated 
plan

The title land, cited mature trees and buildings in 
each property, with emphasis on fabric from or 
near the main development phase of the 
Edwardian-era and 1920s.

660

Hansens Lane Beach House 
precinct

Hansens Lane

No No Yes No No No Recommended

The cited properties and all land within their titles 
and contiguous to them, with emphasis on fabric 
from or near their construction dates (1920s-30s) 
and mature trees (two Canary Island palms, 
Norfolk Island pine, Moreton Bay fig, indigenous 
trees) .

664
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Heritage Place External 
Paint 
Controls 
Apply?

Internal 
Alteration
 Controls 
Apply?

Tree 
Control
s 
Apply?

Included 
on the 
Victorian 
Heritage 
Register 
under the 
Act

Are 
there 
Outbuild
ings or 
Fences 
not 
Exempt
?

Prohibited
 Uses 
may be 
Permitted
?

Recommended 
for planning 
protection 

Overlay Schedule

Avoca house site, trees

  9 Hansens Lane

No No Yes No Yes Yes Recommended

The title land, cited mature trees (two large 
Canary Island palms on the east side and a 
Norfolk Island pine), concrete fence posts and 
gate, with emphasis on landscape from or near 
the main development phase of the  1920s.

549

Point Leo to Somers coastal 
landscape, part Pt Leo to Watsons 
Inlet  coastal landscape

off Hastings Flinders Road

No No Yes No No No Recommended 
(Significant 
Landscape 
overlay and a 
potential 
heritage 
overlay after 
completion of 
an incorporated 
plan

Land bounded by Pt Leo Rd on the west, 
Frankston Flinders Rd and Sandy Pt Rd on the 
north, HMAS Cerberus on the east and the low 
water mark on the south, including all landforms, 
structures and vegetation from the periods of 
exploration, pastoral establishment and 
development, the military reserves and 
development, and the new seaside estates of the 
WW1 era.

172

Hastings Mechanics Institute,  
former

  3-7 High St

Yes No No No No Yes Recommended

The title land and building exterior, with emphasis 
on fabric from or near the main development 
phases of the  1913 and 1960-3.

315

Hastings State School 1098, 
memorial gateway, trees

 10 Hodgins Road

Yes No Yes No Yes Yes Recommended

The title land, cited mature trees (Canary Island 
palm, an `Arbutus sp.', and a memorial oak) and 
building, with emphasis on fabric from or near the 
main early development phases of 1872 and 1913.

295

Beilby farm house

230 Hodgins Road

Yes No No No No Yes Recommended

The house and the title land, with any associated 
fabric  from or near the construction date (late 
Victorian-era).

530
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Heritage Place External 
Paint 
Controls 
Apply?

Internal 
Alteration
 Controls 
Apply?

Tree 
Control
s 
Apply?

Included 
on the 
Victorian 
Heritage 
Register 
under the 
Act

Are 
there 
Outbuild
ings or 
Fences 
not 
Exempt
?

Prohibited
 Uses 
may be 
Permitted
?

Recommended 
for planning 
protection 

Overlay Schedule

Highfold & trees

193 Jones Road

Yes No Yes No No Yes Recommended

The title land, mature trees (one mature bunya 
bunya, `Arbutus sp.', a large `Ficus sp.', two 
Canary Island palms, a cypress hedge) and 
building, with emphasis on fabric from or near the 
main early development phase, the Edwardian-
era.

247

Somerville Fruitgrowers'  
Horticultural & Agricultural 
Association reserve, former scout 
hall & Somerville Coop Cool Store 
P/L machinery collection

328 Jones Road

- - - - - - Recommended 
(local policy)

The reserve land and scout hall with emphasis on 
fabric from the main development  period (1912-
1930s).

138

Soldiers Memorial

off Jones Road

Yes No No No Yes No Recommended

The median land and memorial, with emphasis on 
fabric from or near the construction  (1920s) and 
reconstruction dates.

154

Newstead complex, trees

 12 Kentucky Road

Yes No Yes No No Yes Recommended

The buildings and title land and cited trees (horse 
chestnut or `Aesculus hippocastanum' two lily-of-
the-valley trees or `Clethra arborea',  white and 
yellow `Datura' specimens with emphasis on 
fabric from or near the main construction dates 
(late 19th century).

18

Holy Trinity Anglican Church 
complex

 62-
72

King Street

No Yes No No No Yes Recommended

The title land,  buildings (church, hall, former 
vicarage, and bell tower), with emphasis on fabric 
from or near the main development phases of the 
site, the late 19th century, 1930s and 1960s.

300

Mundowie,  trees

 71 Loders Road

Yes No Yes No Yes Yes Recommended

The title land, mature trees (mature Monterey 
cypress rows, a nut tree, and a mature flowering 
gum.) and buildings, with emphasis on fabric from 
or near the main early development phase, the 
1920s

422
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Heritage Place External 
Paint 
Controls 
Apply?

Internal 
Alteration
 Controls 
Apply?
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Control
s 
Apply?

Included 
on the 
Victorian 
Heritage 
Register 
under the 
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Are 
there 
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ings or 
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not 
Exempt
?

Prohibited
 Uses 
may be 
Permitted
?

Recommended 
for planning 
protection 

Overlay Schedule

Coolart wild life reserve & lagoon

 36-
40

Lord Somers Road

No No Yes see 1 No No Recommended

The lagoon and surrounds with introduced mature 
plantings (gums,  willows and Louisiana swamp 
cypress) and Merricks Creek area with indigenous 
vegetation, outside of the formal Coolart garden 
and buildings, as at the time of the Loxton tenure- 
1937-1968.

169

Number One Initial Training Camp 
for the Royal Australian Air Force 
(RAAF)

124 Lord Somers Road

Yes No Yes No No Yes Recommended

The remaining 21-2 acres of the camp site with 
structures and landscape (flowering gums, 
Monterey pines rows, and spotted gum rows)  
from the WW2 development period.

457

Lord Somers Camp

148, 
141

Lord Somers Road

Yes No Yes No No Yes Recommended

The current title land, planting and structures from 
the 1930s, including the sleeping huts, canteen 
and dining room, camp square, outdoor cinema, 
playing fields and mature tree rows and 
specimens.

639

`Dais cotinifolia' L (Pompon bush), 
front lawn Coolart garden

off Lord Somers Road

No No No Recommended

The tree and land within 5m of its root ball or 
canopy whichever is the greater.

176

Clarke orchard house

 26 Lower Somerville Road

No No No No No Yes Recommended

The title land and house with emphasis on fabric 
from or near the construction date.

104

King Edward VII Coronation Tree

Marine Pde

No No Yes No No No Recommended

The tree and land within 5m of its canopy or root 
ball perimeter whichever is the greater.

287

Hastings jetty

off Marine Pde

No No No No No Yes Recommended

The jetty and nominally 5m from its perimeter.

279
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Heritage Place External 
Paint 
Controls 
Apply?

Internal 
Alteration
 Controls 
Apply?
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Control
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Apply?
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on the 
Victorian 
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under the 
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Are 
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not 
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?

Prohibited
 Uses 
may be 
Permitted
?

Recommended 
for planning 
protection 

Overlay Schedule

Hastings fish shed

off Marine Pde

Yes No No No No Yes Recommended

The building and 5m from its perimeter.

178

Stone pine row and elms at The 
Elms

 92 Merricks Road

No No Yes No No No Recommended

The stone pine row and associated trees (elm row 
of 7) and land within 5m of their canopy or root 
ball perimeter whichever is the greater.

561

Merricks Farm Group Precinct

3485-
3649

Merricks Road, Frankston Flinders 
Road

Yes No Yes no yes Yes Recommended

Land  (CAs 35, 40-45) and the contributory 
properties: 
Minto, 3485 Frankston Flinders Road,  Merricks;
Kalimna & farm landscape,  3649,  Frankston 
Flinders Road,  Merricks;
Larnoo & farm landscape,  3500 Frankston 
Flinders Road,  Merricks;
Koonoona farm complex & farm landscape,   51  
Merricks Road,  Merricks North.

663

Tyabb All Saints Church of 
England & hall, former

Mornington Tyabb Road

Yes No No No No Yes Recommended

The title land and buildings, with emphasis on 
fabric from or near the main early development 
phase, being the period 1914-1920s.

260

David Grant house

  9 Mornington Tyabb Road

Yes No Yes No No Yes Recommended

The title land, mature trees (Two Canary Island 
palms, lily pilly, liquidambar, and an oak) and 
buildings, with emphasis on fabric from or near 
the main early development phase, being the 
period 1930s.

264

Our Lady Star of the Sea, Memorial 
Chapel  Flinders Naval Depot

113 Nelson Road

Yes Yes Yes No No Yes Recommended 
(once privately 
owned)

Land within nominally 5m of the church perimeter 
and the forecourt, mature trees (row of mature 
Monterey cypress) and buildings, with emphasis 
on fabric from or near the main early development 
phase, being the period 1940s-1950s.

163
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Heritage Place External 
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Controls 
Apply?
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Apply?

Tree 
Control
s 
Apply?

Included 
on the 
Victorian 
Heritage 
Register 
under the 
Act

Are 
there 
Outbuild
ings or 
Fences 
not 
Exempt
?

Prohibited
 Uses 
may be 
Permitted
?
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for planning 
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Overlay Schedule

Memorial Chapel of St Mark, HMAS 
Cerberus

114 Nelson Road

Yes Yes No No No Yes recommended

Land within nominally 5m of the church perimeter 
and the forecourt, mature trees (Monterey cypress 
) and buildings, with emphasis on fabric from or 
near the main early development phase, being the 
period 1950s.

164

Merricks North Cool Store, now 
The Barn

 51, 
51A

Old Bittern Dromana Road

No No No No Yes Yes Recommended

The building and the title land, with associated 
fabric from or near the construction date (being 
the 1940s-).

362

John Brunning & Sons complex, 
trees

 48, 
48A, 
48B

ONeills Road

Yes No Yes No Yes Yes Recommended

The title land, mature trees (Canary Island palms, 
camellias, weeping birch, and a Bhutan cypress) 
and buildings, with emphasis on fabric from or 
near the main early development phase, being the 
period of the 1930s.

205

Paringa Road orchard group 
precinct

off Paringa Road

No No Yes No No No Recommended 
with completion 
of an 
incorporated 
plan

Buildings and title land for the following:
-farm house & orchard complex,   31  Paringa 
Road,  Red Hill South,  1920s?,  Melway 191E9
-farm house,   42-44  Paringa Road,  Red Hill 
South,  1920s,  Melway 191D10
- Paringa Park,   38  Paringa Road,  Red Hill 
South,  Melway 191D10
- orchard complex,   30  Paringa Road,  Red Hill 
South,  1950s,  Melway 191E10
- orchard complex,    8  Paringa Road,  Red Hill 
South,  1930c,  Melway 191G10
- farm house,   29  Paringa Road,  Red Hill South,  
1920s,  Melway 191E10
- orchard complex,  35  Paringa Road,  Red Hill 
South,  Melway 191D10
- farm house,   22  Paringa Road,  Red Hill South,  
1920s,  Melway 191E10

659
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for planning 
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Overlay Schedule

Somers Palm Beach Store garage

  2 Parklands Ave

No No No No No Yes Recommended

The title land and building, with emphasis on 
fabric from or near the early development phase, 
being the period of the 1930s.

45

Tyabb Government Cool Store now 
Tyabb Packing House

off Peacock Road

Yes No No No No Yes Recommended

The former Tyabb Government Cool Store later 
Tyabb Co-operative Coolstore complex, railway 
siding platform yard, the title land to the cool store 
and  two weatherboard houses (14,16 Peacock 
Rd) and cited buildings, with emphasis on fabric 
from or near the main construction dates c1914-
1946.

259

Shipwright's Workshop, HMAS 
Cerberus

 81 Phillip Road

Yes Yes No No No No recommended

The building and land within nominally 5m from its 
perimeter, with emphasis on fabric from or near 
the construction date c1917-1920s.

166

Red Hill Co-operative Cool Stores 
Society Ltd cool store and packing 
shed

 19-
25

Red Hill Road

No No No No No Yes Recommended

Title land and former cool store buildings with 
emphasis on fabric from or near the main 
construction period of 1930s.

399

Carrup Carrup or Baxter's pre-
emptive right

off Sages Road

- - - - - - Recommended 
(local policy)

The title land, any mature indigenous trees next to 
and within the railway reserve and south of the 
track, with emphasis on any fabric from the early 
19th century and the pastoral era.

92

Sandy Point coastal landscape, 
part Pt Leo to Watsons Inlet 
coastal landscape precinct

Sandy Point Road

No No Yes No No No Recommended 
once 
incorporated 
plan complete

(Refer Pt Leo to Watsons Inlet  coastal landscape)

78
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Fisherman's house

 38 Skinner St

Yes No No No Yes Yes Recommended

The cited building and title land, with emphasis on 
fabric from or near the construction era (19th 
century).

306

Skinner St Fishermen's Village 
Precinct

off Skinner St, Herring St

Yes No No No Yes No Recommended

The cited buildings and title land plus allotments 
between them, with emphasis on fabric from or 
near the main construction era (19th century).

658

Oast house

  1-3 Stanleys Rd

Yes No No No No Yes recommended

The oast house and land within nominally 5m of 
its perimeter, with emphasis on fabric from early in 
the 20th century.

676

Somerville Mechanics Institute hall

 66 Station St

Yes Yes No No No Yes Recommended

The Mechanics Institute building and title land  
with emphasis on fabric from or near the main 
construction dates of 1891 and 1916.

136

Somerville Station Street 
Residential Precinct

32-
58 
(west
), 41 
(east)
; 13

Station St; New Street

Yes No Yes No No No Recommended

Houses and land at 32-58 (west side) and 41 
(east side) Station Street, plus the house and land 
at 13 New Street, with associated mature trees 
(Canary Island palms, Norfolk Island pine, Italian 
cypress)  and emphasis on the original fabric of 
the listed contributory places (dating from c1890-
1945).

149

Crib Point Residential & Civic 
Precinct

Stony Point Road

No No No No No No Recommended

The buildings and title land of the following, with 
emphasis on fabric from or near the construction 
date, including:
House,  269,  Stony Point Road,  Crib Point
House,  265,  Stony Point Road,  Crib Point
House,  263,  Stony Point Road,  Crib Point
House,  261,  Stony Point Road,  Crib Point

666
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Settlement Store, Shop & residence

295 Stony Point Road

Yes No No No No Yes Recommended

The buildings and title land, with emphasis on 
fabric from or near the construction period (inter-
war).

484

Tyabb Methodist later Door of Faith 
Church

 68 The Crescent

Yes No No No No Yes Recommended

The building and title land, with emphasis on 
fabric from or near the construction date of the 
1920s.

277

Hybrid oak and Tyabb Railway 
Station School SS3544

 74 The Crescent

Yes No Yes No No Yes Recommended

The building, mature trees (`Q. myrtifolia' 
hybridised  with `Q. castenefolia',  native scarlet 
gum (3 x `E. ficifolia')) and title land, with 
emphasis on fabric from or near the construction 
date of 1912-13.

509

Woolley's Cool Room, Woolley's 
Beach

off The Esplanade

No No No No No No Recommended

The cellar and land within nominally 5m of its 
perimeter, with emphasis on fabric from or near 
the construction date c1903, plus any related 
fabric such as the jetty and tramline remnants.

618

Tubbarubba (or Tubba Rubba) & 
Bulldog Creeks goldfield & 
Tubbarubba reserve precinct

 38-
56

Tubbarubba Road (also off Ellerina 
Road)

No No No No No No Recommended

The banks and associated gulleys of both Bulldog 
& Tubbarubba Creeks west of Tubbarubba Road 
within nominally 10m of the centre line of the 
creek plus all mining workings in CA7A, 
Balnarring parish plan (as mapped on the Keble 
1928 plan).

626

Two Bays house

  9 Two Bays Drive

Yes No Yes No Yes Yes Recommended

The building, mature trees (`Washingtonia sp', 
Canary Island palm,   Monterey cypress and 
Monterey pines rows, a large elm, 3x 
`Trachycarpus sp.') and title land, with emphasis 
on fabric from or near the construction date of 
1904.

117
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Overlay Schedule

Bittern-Balnarring-Merricks-Red 
Hill Railway Precinct

varies

No No Yes No No No Recommended,
 with 
completion of 
an incorporated 
plan

The track reserve and associated station grounds 
plus any fabric or landscape (Monterey pine rows) 
from the period of operation, 1921-53.

656

Frankston to Stony Point Railway 
Precinct

Varies

Yes No Yes No No No Recommended,
 with 
completion of 
an incorporated 
plan

The track reserve and associated station grounds 
plus any fabric or landscape (Monterey pine rows) 
form the period of operation, 1889-1981.

634

Pt Leo to Watsons Inlet coastal 
landscape precinct

Varies

No No Yes No No No Recommended 
(Significant 
Landscape 
Overlay, 
potential 
heritage 
overlay after 
completion of 
incorporated 
plan)

Refer to Description and component place reports 
for: Sandy Point (Western Port Bay ) coastal 
landscape, Point Leo to Somers coastal 
landscape, and Tyabb Coastline & Hinterland.

691

Pines and cypress rows Hastings 
district landscape precinct

Varies

- - - - - - Recommended 
(Vegetation 
Protection 
Overlay 2)

Mature Monterey pine and Monterey cypress rows 
on farming land within the Hastings district, 
typically along fence lines and typically over 
500mm trunk diameter (see map).

754
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HMAS Cerberus precinct

off Wilson Ave

Yes No Yes No No Yes recommended, 
once sold by 
the 
Commonwealth

The title land (Commonwealth owned) and cited 
buildings and landscape (including Canary Island 
palm rows, Monterey cypress rows), with all 
associated fabric and planting from the main 
development periods, 1912-50,  WW1 period, 
WW2 period to 1950, and as defined by 
contributory elements.

662

BP  Australia Ltd Western Port 
Refinery

off Woolleys Road

No No No No No No Recommended 
after 
completion of 
an incorporated 
plan

Title land and plant with emphasis on fabric from 
or near the construction date of 1965-6.

282

Jack's Tanning pit, Jacks Beach

off Woolleys Road

No No No No No No Recommended

The pit and land within nominally 5m of its 
perimeter, with emphasis on fabric from or near 
the construction date.

601
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Appendix 4: 
Hastings district heritage places recommended for the 
Victorian Heritage Register

Places grouped by street or road name

Melway AddressName

Hastings District Heritage Study Stage Two

194H3 Dampier RoadSeamen's Barracks, HMAS Cerberus A Block 187 HMAS 
Cerberus

194H3 Dampier RoadSenior Seamen's Barracks, HMAS Cerberus 190 HMAS 
Cerberus

194H3 Dampier RoadMidshipman's Mess, HMAS Cerberus 194 HMAS 
Cerberus

192F10 Frankston Flinders RoadMinto farm complex, farm landscape and stone pine row 3485 Merricks

193H10 Lord Somers RoadLord Somers Camp off Somers

193H8 Lord Somers Road`Dais cotinifolia' L (Pompon bush), front lawn Coolart 
garden

off Somers

193J9 Lord Somers RoadCoolart wild life reserve & lagoon off Somers

192C1 Merricks RoadStone pine row at The Elms  92 Merricks North

192E7 Merricks Road, Frankston 
Flinders Road

Merricks Farm Group Precinct 3485-
3649

Merricks North

194H2 Nelson RoadOur Lady Star of the Sea, Memorial Chapel  Flinders Naval 
Depot

113 HMAS 
Cerberus

194H2 Nelson RoadMemorial Chapel of St Mark, HMAS Cerberus 114 HMAS 
Cerberus

148H10 Peacock RoadTyabb Government Cool Store now Tyabb Packing House off Tyabb

148 F5 Two Bays DriveTwo Bays house   9 Somerville

194H3 Wilson AveHMAS Cerberus precinct off HMAS 
Cerberus
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Estate



Appendix 5: 
Hastings district heritage places recommended for the 
Register of the National Estate

Places grouped by street or road name

Melway AddressName

Hastings District Heritage Study Stage Two

155D8 Bayview RoadLysaght Australia Western Port Bay steel works off Hastings

149 A5 Bungower RoadBrunning's farm house and trees (Chinese fan  palm, 
Norfolk Island pine, palms)

 75 Somerville

149 B4 Bungower RoadThomas Brunning's farm  83 Somerville

163 G9 Coolart RoadEmu Plains Recreation Reserve & Racecourse off Bittern West

148J6 Frankston Flinders RoadFernbank complex 1330 Somerville

192F10 Frankston Flinders RoadMinto farm complex, farm landscape and stone pine row 3485 Merricks

192E11 Frankston Flinders RoadLarnoo & farm landscape 3500 
(nom)

Merricks

192D12 Frankston Flinders RoadOast House 3630 Merricks

193,257 Hastings Flinders RoadPoint Leo to Somers coastal landscape, part Pt Leo to 
Watsons Inlet  coastal landscape

Somers

148 E1 Jones RoadSoldiers Memorial off Somerville

193H8 Lord Somers Road`Dais cotinifolia' L (Pompon bush), front lawn Coolart 
garden

off Somers

193H10 Lord Somers RoadLord Somers Camp off Somers

193J9 Lord Somers RoadCoolart wild life reserve & lagoon off Somers

193H9 Lord Somers RoadNumber One Initial Training Camp for the Royal Australian 
Air Force (RAAF)

off Somers

192C1 Merricks RoadStone pine row at The Elms  92 Merricks North

192E7 Merricks Road, Frankston 
Flinders Road

Merricks Farm Group Precinct 3485-
3649

Merricks North

194H2 Nelson RoadOur Lady Star of the Sea, Memorial Chapel  Flinders Naval 
Depot

113 HMAS 
Cerberus

194H2 Nelson RoadMemorial Chapel of St Mark, HMAS Cerberus 114 HMAS 
Cerberus

148H10 Peacock RoadTyabb Government Cool Store now Tyabb Packing House off Tyabb

194H4 Phillip RoadShipwright's Workshop, HMAS Cerberus  81 HMAS 
Cerberus

194G9 Sandy Point RoadWestern Park   1 Somers

107 E12 Station StSomerville Mechanics Institute hall Somerville

148J10 The CrescentHybrid oak and Tyabb Railway Station School SS3544  74 Tyabb

165D10 The EsplanadeBritish Petroleum Refinery Administration Building, now 
RADA

Crib Point

148 F5 Two Bays DriveTwo Bays house   9 Somerville

Varies VariesPines and cypress rows Hastings district landscape 
precinct

Varies
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Melway AddressName

Hastings District Heritage Study Stage Two

195 G12 VariesPt Leo to Watsons Inlet coastal landscape precinct Pt Leo, 
Merricks, 
Balnarring, 
Somers, 
Bittern, Has

193 A5 Warrawee RoadWarrawee complex  87 Balnarring

194H3 Wilson AveHMAS Cerberus precinct off HMAS 
Cerberus

165A7 Woolleys RoadJack's Tanning pit, Jacks Beach off Bittern
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Appendix 6: 
Hastings district heritage places recommended for the 
National Trust of Australia (Vic) register

Places grouped by street or road name

The following are suggested places for consideration by the National Trust of Australia (Vic).

Melway AddressName

Hastings District Heritage Study Stage Two

155D8 Bayview RoadLysaght Australia Western Port Bay steel works off Hastings

149 A5 Bungower RoadBrunning's farm house and trees (Chinese fan  palm, 
Norfolk Island pine, palms)

 75 Somerville

149 B4 Bungower RoadThomas Brunning's farm  83 Somerville

163 G9 Coolart RoadEmu Plains Recreation Reserve & Racecourse off Bittern West

148J6 Frankston Flinders RoadFernbank complex 1330 Somerville

192F10 Frankston Flinders RoadMinto farm complex, farm landscape and stone pine row 3485 Merricks

192E11 Frankston Flinders RoadLarnoo & farm landscape 3500 
(nom)

Merricks

192D12 Frankston Flinders RoadOast House 3630 Merricks

193,257 Hastings Flinders RoadPoint Leo to Somers coastal landscape, part Pt Leo to 
Watsons Inlet  coastal landscape

Somers

148 E1 Jones RoadSoldiers Memorial off Somerville

193H8 Lord Somers Road`Dais cotinifolia' L (Pompon bush), front lawn Coolart 
garden

off Somers

193H10 Lord Somers RoadLord Somers Camp off Somers

193J9 Lord Somers RoadCoolart wild life reserve & lagoon off Somers

193H9 Lord Somers RoadNumber One Initial Training Camp for the Royal Australian 
Air Force (RAAF)

off Somers

192C1 Merricks RoadStone pine row at The Elms  92 Merricks North

192E7 Merricks Road, Frankston 
Flinders Road

Merricks Farm Group Precinct 3485-
3649

Merricks North

194H2 Nelson RoadOur Lady Star of the Sea, Memorial Chapel  Flinders Naval 
Depot

113 HMAS 
Cerberus

194H2 Nelson RoadMemorial Chapel of St Mark, HMAS Cerberus 114 HMAS 
Cerberus

148H10 Peacock RoadTyabb Government Cool Store now Tyabb Packing House off Tyabb

194H4 Phillip RoadShipwright's Workshop, HMAS Cerberus  81 HMAS 
Cerberus

194G9 Sandy Point RoadWestern Park   1 Somers

107 E12 Station StSomerville Mechanics Institute hall Somerville

148J10 The CrescentHybrid oak and Tyabb Railway Station School SS3544  74 Tyabb

165D10 The EsplanadeBritish Petroleum Refinery Administration Building, now 
RADA

Crib Point

148 F5 Two Bays DriveTwo Bays house   9 Somerville
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Melway AddressName

Hastings District Heritage Study Stage Two

Varies VariesPines and cypress rows Hastings district landscape 
precinct

Varies

195 G12 VariesPt Leo to Watsons Inlet coastal landscape precinct Pt Leo, 
Merricks, 
Balnarring, 
Somers, 
Bittern, Has

193 A5 Warrawee RoadWarrawee complex  87 Balnarring

194H3 Wilson AveHMAS Cerberus precinct off HMAS 
Cerberus

165A7 Woolleys RoadJack's Tanning pit, Jacks Beach off Bittern
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Appendix 7 Australian Heritage Commission
criteria and study heritage grading systems
Evaluation & selection methodology.

Previous grading system
The grading system used in the Shire of Mornington Conservation Study 1989
is the A-E place grading, 1-3 streetscape grading evolved by Graeme Butler
for the North & West Melbourne Conservation Study (1983) and later adopted
by the MCC in their 1985 policy document.

Places graded A-C were identified as individually significant and were
recommended for the planning scheme. Places graded D were potentially
locally significant, typical or representative of a period/type but had the
potential to form groups, precincts or streetscapes of some significance.

Relationship between the 1980s and 1999-2001 heritage grading systems
The following table sets out the relationship between the heritage grading
system used in the 1989 study and the system used in this project. It also lists
the relevant statutory heritage bodies who might act on the basis of these
gradings to list heritage places.

Individual
place
heritage
grading
1989

Threshold of
heritage
significance

Relevant Statutory
body for heritage
listing or
protection

1999-2001
individual heritage
value equivalent
adopted for this
study

Qualification
needed for
identified areas,
streetscapes, or
precincts

A State/National
significance

Heritage Victoria,
Australian Heritage
Commission

State/national contributory or non-
contributory

B Regional
significance

Mornington
Peninsula Shire,
Australian Heritage
Commission

Regional
(Mornington
Peninsula)

contributory or non-
contributory

C Regional interest Mornington
Peninsula Shire

Shire (Mornington
Peninsula Shire)

contributory or non-
contributory

D Representative of a
period/type- local
significance
potential (and/or
streetscape
potential )

Mornington
Peninsula Shire

Local/Typical contributory or non-
contributory

E Altered but some
period expression,
does not form
streetscapes or
precincts

not contributory
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Heritage Assessment 1999-2001

Assessment against Australian Heritage Commission (AHC) criteria
The Australian Heritage Commission criteria consist of a set of eight criteria
which cover social, aesthetic, scientific, and historic values. Each criterion has
sub-criteria written specifically for cultural or natural values. As this project is
for cultural values, the sub-criteria used are identified by their alpha-numeric
code and briefly described as follows:

A.3 richness and diversity of cultural features
A.4 demonstrates well the course and pattern of history, important historic

events
B.2 rarity
C.2 research potential or has scientific values
D.2 good example of type
E.1 aesthetic importance to the community or cultural group
F.1 design or technological achievement ·
G.1 social importance to the community
H.1 association with important person or group

Heritage place selection is based on meeting these criteria. Places are
selected from the knowledge of what is required to meet the criteria, the
knowledge gained from the study of place data and the context formed by
comparison with other similar places in the study area.

Thresholds
Thresholds of significance used in this study are based on comparison of the
specific type of place within a defined geographic as follows.
Compared with other places in the locality (Hastings, Merricks, Somerville,
Tyabb, etc.) , Mornington Shire, Region as defined (typically Mornington
Peninsula region), State or Nation, the place is:
• A3 · exceptional for its richness and/ or diversity of features relating to a

particular historic theme or its array of features that clearly demonstrate
more than one historic theme.

• A4 · one of a small number of places with the best integrity and ability to
demonstrate the theme or the theme combination or represent a particular
event

• B2 · rare in the defined area as a place representing a theme or as an
example of a type

• · rare in the defined area for representing an event
• · rare in the defined area as an example of type
• C2 · the place is known to have been used for research or teaching

purposes
• the place is exceptional for potential for research or public education
• D2 · one of a small number of places with the best integrity and ability to

demonstrate the type of place
• H1 · associated with a person or group judged to be of importance, and the

association with the place is of considerable depth, a strong association
with the person's productive life, or a clear link with the person's or group's
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work.

The threshold adopted in 1989 was equivalent to places significant to the
Mornington Peninsula Shire.

Contributory elements to a place
Parallel with places of potential individual significance are those which have a
contributory role in making up the fabric of a place or precinct. This place or
precinct, in turn, may be significant to the locality, Shire, Region, Victoria or
Australia. This might include a group or network of places associated with
housing, transport, industry, etc.

Contributory to an area
For example the contributory elements or houses which make up the place
called the Somerville Station Street Residential Precinct are as essential to
the expression of that place as the original fabric is to the heritage value of an
individually significant house.

Contributory to a site
Similarly mature trees on a site related to the significant period of the place
will also aid in the expression of this period and are contributory. In this case,
a `yes’ will be placed in the tree control column on the heritage overlay
schedule.

Management
Conservation of the above place types means conservation of the significant
fabric of the elements which make up these places. If the threshold of Shire or
Local significance is adopted, the original fabric relevant to the significant
period(s) of places of Local or Shire significance should be conserved. Thus if,
for example, Somerville Station Street Residential Precinct is assessed as
being significant within the locality because of a number of factors including
the expression of the estate creation era, the two eras of growth (Edwardian-
era and inter-war): places which express that period or are contributory should
be conserved.
If for example the estate is seen as a collective of period elements which are
viewed within a group context lining a street, original elements which are seen
from within that context (the street) should be conserved.
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Criteria for the Register of the National Estate
Without limiting the generality of sub-section (1) of the Australian Heritage
Commission Act, a place that is a component of the natural or cultural
environment of Australia is to be taken to be a place included in the national
estate if it has significance or other special value for future generations as well
as for the present community because of:

CRITERION A:
ITS IMPORTANCE IN THE COURSE, OR PATTERN, OF AUSTRALIA'S
NATURAL OR CULTURAL HISTORY.
A.1  Importance in the evolution of Australian flora, fauna, landscapes or
climate.
A.2   Importance in maintaining existing processes or natural systems at the
regional or national scale.
A.3  Importance in exhibiting unusual richness or diversity of flora, fauna,
landscape or cultural features.
A.4  Importance for their association with events, developments or cultural
phases which have had a significant role in the human occupation and
evolution of the nation, state, region or community.

CRITERION B:
ITS POSSESSION OF UNCOMMON, RARE OR ENDANGERED ASPECTS
OF AUSTRALIA'S NATURAL OR CULTURAL HISTORY.
B.1  Importance for rare endangered or uncommon flora, fauna, communities,
ecosystems, natural landscapes or phenomena, or as a wilderness.
B.2  Importance in demonstrating a distinctive way of life, custom, process,
land-use, function or design no longer practiced, in danger of being lost, or of
exceptional interest.

CRITERION C:
ITS POTENTIAL TO YIELD INFORMATION THAT WILL CONTRIBUTE TO
AN UNDERSTANDING OF AUSTRALIA'S NATURAL OR CULTURAL
HISTORY.
C.1  Importance for information contributing to wider understanding of
Australian natural history, by virtue of their use as research sites, teaching
sites, Type localities, reference or benchmark sites.
C.2  Importance for information contributing to a wider understanding of the
history of human occupation of Australia.

CRITERION D:
ITS IMPORTANCE IN DEMONSTRATING THE PRINCIPAL
CHARACTERISTICS OF:
(I)  A CLASS OF AUSTRALIA'S NATURAL OR CULTURAL PLACES;  OR
(II)  A CLASS OF AUSTRALIA'S NATURAL OR CULTURAL
ENVIRONMENTS.
D.1  Importance in demonstrating the principle characteristics of the range of
landscapes, environments or ecosystems, the attributes of which identify them
as being characteristic of their class.
D.2  Importance in demonstrating the principle characteristics of the range of
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human activities in the Australian environment (including way of life, custom,
process, land-use, function, design or technique).

CRITERION E:
ITS IMPORTANCE IN EXHIBITING PARTICULAR AESTHETIC
CHARACTERISTICS VALUED BY A COMMUNITY OR CULTURAL GROUP.
E.1  Importance for a community for aesthetic characteristics held in high
esteem or otherwise valued by the community.

CRITERION F:
ITS IMPORTANCE IN DEMONSTRATING A HIGH DEGREE OF CREATIVE
OR TECHNICAL ACHIEVEMENT AT A PARTICULAR PERIOD.
F.1  Importance for their technical, creative, design or artistic excellence,
innovation or achievement.

CRITERION G:
ITS STRONG OR SPECIAL ASSOCIATIONS WITH A PARTICULAR
COMMUNITY OR CULTURAL GROUP FOR SOCIAL, CULTURAL OR
SPIRITUAL REASONS.
G.1  Importance as places highly valued by a community for reasons of
religious, spiritual, cultural, educational or social associations.

CRITERION H:
ITS SPECIAL ASSOCIATION WITH THE LIFE OR WORKS OF A PERSON,
OR GROUP OF PERSONS, OF IMPORTANCE IN AUSTRALIA'S NATURAL
OR CULTURAL HISTORY.
H.1  Importance for their close associations with individuals whose activities
have been significant within the history of the nation
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Appendix 8 Heritage review project brief
HASTINGS HERITAGE STUDY

STUDY BRIEF - STAGE TWO

PLACE DOCUMENTATION AND ASSESSMENT AND
DEVELOPMENT OF A HERITAGE PROGRAM

BACKGROUND
This study is commissioned by the Shire of Mornington Peninsula.

STUDY AREA
The study area is the former Shire of Hastings - see attached plan.

OBJECTIVES
The purpose of Stage Two of the study is to:
* rigorously assess and document the identified places of post-contact
cultural significance.
* provide recommendations for a heritage conservation program for the study
area.

REPORT METHODOLOGY
The heritage study is to be prepared in accordance with The Australia
ICOMOS Charter for the Conservation of Places of Cultural Significance
(Burra Charter) and its guidelines.
Criteria to be used in the identification and assessment of places of cultural
significance are the Criteria adopted by the Australian Heritage Commission.
Although the Australian Heritage Commission's criteria are to be adopted, the
thresholds applied in the assessment of significance may include State
Significance and Local Significance5.
The consultant shall be required to use the draft Principal Australian Historic
Themes developed by the Australian Heritage Commission.
Effective community consultation is an essential aspect of the Study.
Consultation with community groups and members of the public may be
required at various times during Stage Two. The approach taken to
community consultation shall be discussed with and approved by the Steering
Committee. References such as What is Social Value? A Discussion Paper,
(Australian Heritage Commission 1992) and Mapping Culture - A Guide for
Cultural and Economic Development in Communities (Commonwealth
Department of Communication and the Arts 1995) may provide ideas as to
approaches to community consultation. The consultant shall also refer to Why
hold community heritage workshops (Attachment Two to the Brief).

                                           
5 Varied for this project to include Local, Shire, Regional, State, National
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TASKS
The tasks shall be undertaken in the order that they appear below:

1.0 Preparation of Project Management Plan
The consultant shall prepare a Project Management Plan in consultation with
the Steering Committee for endorsement by the Steering Committee. This
Plan will set out an agreed course of action for the content and progress
project including research, community consultation, timetable, payment
schedule with related milestones, suggested meeting dates for the Steering
Committee and completion details.

2.0 Research, documentation and assessment of places and areas of Post-
Contact cultural significance
This aspect of the study shall address itself to the research, documentation
and assessment of:
• The 85 places and the 12 heritage areas identified in Stage One of the

heritage study project to be of potential cultural significance;
• The 20 extra individual sites arising from history and other sources during

the Stage One study and referred to in the Stage One study as Option 7A;
• The three extra precincts referred to in the Stage One study as Option 7B;
• The places presently listed in the Heritage Schedule to the Mornington

Peninsula Planning Scheme other than the former BP administration
Building at Crib Point, Coolart Homestead at Somers, Koonoona at
Merricks North and Sages Cottage (Eurutta) at Baxter; and

• Pine and Cypress rows.

Assessment of cultural significance
Each place of potential significance identified in Stage One will be assessed
against the Australian Heritage Commission's criteria. Although the Australian
Heritage Commission's criteria are to be adopted, the thresholds applied in
the assessment of significance may include State Significance and Local
Significance. Comparative analysis and research will be required to
substantiate the significance of each place. The assessment process is
expected to be rigorous and analytical and require a strict application of the
assessment criteria.

Documentation
The documentation of all identified places of cultural significance shall be
undertaken on the pro-form sheet that forms part of this brief (see Attachment
One). The client may require that the documentation be included in a
database in a format that satisfies the client's requirements6.

Mapping
All identified places of cultural significance must be marked on a base maps)
to be bound in the report7.

                                           
6 determined as Microsoft Access 2000
7 varied to be marked on an electronic cadastral plan provided by the Shire.
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Heritage areas
Where heritage areas are identified a conservation policy establishing
specific policies for the conservation of the area and significant elements
within the area shall be provided. The boundaries of each heritage area shall
be identified on a map(s). All significant places and elements within the
heritage area shall be shown on this map(s).

3.0 Review of the Thematic Environmental History
At the completion of Task 2.0 (Research, documentation and assessment of
places of Post-Contact cultural significance), the draft thematic environmental
history prepared during Stage One of the Study shall be reviewed. The
emphasis which is given to particular themes may need to be amended in the
light of the detailed work that has been undertaken.

4.0 A Heritage Program for the Study Area
The consultant will examine existing planning controls, local council policies
and development pressures which may have an impact on the conservation
of places identified in Task 2.0 and develop a comprehensive program of
statutory and non-statutory measures to assist in the conservation of the
heritage of the study area.

Recommendations for Statutory Registers
The consultant must compile a schedule of:
• places recommended for nomination to the Victorian Heritage Register;
• places recommended for nomination to the Register of the National

Estate;
• places for protection within the planning scheme

Other recommendations
The consultant shall recommend other measures for the conservation of the
heritage of the study area. Measures may include but need not be limited to:
• policies for the development of public understanding, awareness and

appreciation of the cultural heritage of the study area;
• local planning policies to complement the Heritage Overlay to conserve

the cultural heritage of the study area;
• recommendations for the establishment of a local heritage advisory

committee,
• a heritage advisory service,
• financial incentives program (eg a restoration fund, rate relief

programs)etc.;
• suitable means of interpretation to assist in making the significance of the

places understood.
Recommendations should form part of an overall coordinated plan for the
study area and should be prioritised.

5.0 Public Information Workshops (2)
Details to be worked out with the Steering Committee.
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FORMAT

Written material
The written report shall be typed in an A4 vertical format and documentation
as set out in Attachment One.
It should include:
(a) name of the client;
(b) names of all the practitioners engaged in the task, the work they
undertook, and any separate reports they prepared;
(c) authorship of the report;
(d) date;
(e) brief;
(f) constraints on the task (for example, money, time, expertise);
(g) other limitations of the study (for example - are there limitations in terms of
the types of places identified; geographic limitations; access limitations etc)
(h) the thematic environmental history;
(i) documentation proformas for all places assessed to be of cultural heritage
significance;
(j) the heritage program for the study area;
(k) sources;
(1) a summary and contents page;
(m) a single, ordered index of all places of potential significance that are
identified in the report;
(n) all terminology shall be consistent with The Australia ICOMOS Guidelines
for
the Conservation of Places of Cultural Significance (Burra Charter).

Graphic material
(a) Photographs, maps and drawings shall be of a suitable quality to enable
reproduction. All graphic material shall be fully captioned including the
source8;
(b) Drawings shall conform to accepted standards of drafting practice and
shall be capable of reduction to A4 size. Drawings of a size larger than A3
shall be attached separately to the report and folded to A4 size.

Sources
(a) In all cases, sources of information shall be fully documented;
(b) All sources of information, both documentary and oral, consulted during
the task should be listed, whether or not they prove fruitful9;
(c) In respect of source material privately held, the name and address of the
owner should be given, but only with the owner's consent.

Database
If the client is to require the consultant to provide a database containing the

                                           
8 Provided in digital form colour 1200dpi
9 see volume 2
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Information for the significant places, the database requirements shall be
specified here.
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Appendix 9 Heritage review study area
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Appendix 10
Potential heritage places identified during this
study



Appendix 10: 
Hastings district potential heritage places identified during 
the study

Places grouped by street or road name

Most of these places were identified in Stage 1 1999 of the study. 112 places were then 
assessed in Stage 2. Other heritage evaluation is preliminary only.

Melway AddressName

Hastings District Heritage Study Stage Two

Potential heritage 
significance:

193D10 Water Pump site Balnarring 
Beach

Typical - Local

165 Western Port Bay Hastings Local

195G12 Sandy Point coastal landscape Sandy Point Local

?Hastings reservoir Hastings not assessed

194B10 Alexandra AvenueHouse  93 Somers Typical - Local

107J11 Almond Bush StreetMonterey pines  17 near Somerville Typical

154H11 Arthur StHouse   1 Hastings Typical - Local

148D9 Ashley RoadView & Historical Marker 8 end Tyabb Local

148C3 Austin RoadNorfolk Island pines (2)  28 Somerville Shire

193D10 Balnarring BeachCaves Balnarring 
Beach

not assessed

193D5 Balnarring Beach RoadMerricks Methodist  Church, former Balnarring Local Interest

193D5 Balnarring Beach RoadMerricks Methodist Church Balnarring Local

193D9 Balnarring Beach RoadMerricks Creek bridge Balnarring 
Beach

Typical

193D5 Balnarring Beach RoadBalnarring Methodist  (now Uniting) 
Church

Balnarring Local

193D9 Balnarring Beach RoadGarryowen Balnarring 
Beach

Typical - Local

193D5 Balnarring Beach RoadHouse  20 Balnarring 
Beach

Typical

193D9 Balnarring Beach RoadHouse  30 Balnarring 
Beach

Typical

193D9 Balnarring Beach RoadHouse  52 Balnarring 
Beach

Typical - Local

193D9 Balnarring Beach RoadHouse  58 Balnarring 
Beach

Typical

193D9 Balnarring Beach RoadHarley Davidson Motor Club of Victoria 
clubrooms

144 Balnarring 
Beach

Shire

193D9 Balnarring Beach RoadHouse 150 Balnarring 
Beach

Typical - Local

193D5 Balnarring RoadSt Mark's Anglican church & hall,trees Balnarring Shire

193 D5 Balnarring RoadStones Store site Balnarring Typical - Local

193B2 Balnarring RoadCanary Island pine group Balnarring Typical - Local

162 G5 Balnarring RoadBlue Hill Lookout Merricks North Typical - Local

193B2 Balnarring RoadBalnarring  Mechanics Institute site, 
cairn, reserve

Balnarring Typical - Local
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Melway AddressName

Hastings District Heritage Study Stage Two

Potential heritage 
significance:

152E12 Balnarring RoadFoxey's Hangout Merricks North Shire

152,162 Balnarring RoadEarly route Merricks Typical - Local

193 D5 Balnarring RoadBalnarring Hall Balnarring Typical - Local

193C3 Balnarring RoadBalnarring Post Office, former?  74 Balnarring Local

163A12 Balnarring RoadHazel Grove 101 Balnarring North Shire

162G5 Balnarring RoadWA Shepherd & Sons P/L nursery 141? Hastings West Typical

162H8 Balnarring RoadMcCormick farm house at Willow Creek 
Vineyard

166 Merricks North Shire

162F5 Balnarring RoadMonterey pine row, Christmas Tree 
Farm

200 
near

Merricks North Typical - Local

193B2 Balnarring RoadBalnarring  Recreation Reserve off Balnarring Local

162H8 Balnarring RoadBuckley's Nature Reserve off Merricks North Local

194E9 Banksia SquareBanksia Estate off Somers Shire

194H3 Bass RoadNaval Wardroom, HMAS Cerberus 151 HMAS Cerberus Regional

194H3 Bass RoadHospital Administration Block, HMAS 
Cerberus

161 HMAS Cerberus Shire

107D4 Baxter Tooradin RoadSite, CA 29D Frankston parish Somerville

107D4 Baxter Tooradin RoadWestoaks, farm house & garden 154 Somerville Shire

107D5 Baxter Tooradin RoadBaxter Presbyterian church & hall, now 
Seventh Heaven

205 Baxter Shire

107D5 Baxter Tooradin RoadFarm complex 229 Somerville Concealed

193A11 Bayview RoadOld Stables Merricks Beach Typical - Local

192K12 Bayview RoadTusmore  91 Merricks Beach not assessed

155D8 Bayview RoadLysaght Australia Western Port Bay 
steel works

off Hastings Regional

155D7 Bayview RoadBHP Administration Main Office, 
Western Port Works

off Hastings Local

193A11 Bayview StStone pine  61, 
rear of

Balnarring 
Beach

Local

193A11 Bayview StCork oak & stone pine  65, 61 Balnarring 
Beach

Shire

193A11 Bayview StPalmers Hill, trees  67 Balnarring 
Beach

Local

193A11 Bayview StMerricks Foreshore Reserve off Merricks Beach Local

191C6 Beauford RoadHouse  13 Red Hill Typical - Local

149K1 Bembridge RoadTyabb Waterholes off Somerville Shire

106G10 Binnak WayWurrook   6 Baxter Typical

162 C11 Bittern Dromana RoadMerricks North Post Office site Merricks North Typical - Local

162D11 Bittern Dromana RoadMerricks North Cool Store, now The 
Barn

Merricks North Shire

162K11 Bittern Dromana RoadSt John's R.C. Church, former Balnarring North Local

162C12 Bittern Dromana RoadFenton School Hall, former Merricks North Local

163J11 Bittern Dromana RoadMonterey pines Bittern West Typical

162K11 Bittern Dromana RoadChapel Corner Balnarring North Typical - Local

162 K11 Bittern Dromana RoadKillarney Bog Balnarring North Typical - Local

162A-
C11

Bittern Dromana RoadMonterey cypress row Merricks Local
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Melway AddressName

Hastings District Heritage Study Stage Two

Potential heritage 
significance:

162F11 Bittern Dromana RoadCherrydale orchard packing shed 121, 
opp

Merricks North Local

162F11 Bittern Dromana RoadMonterey pine rows 138, 
near

Merricks North Typical - Local

162C11 Bittern Dromana RoadHiraki Park, Farm complex 180 Merricks North Typical - Local

161K11 Bittern Dromana RoadShand orchard house, trees 212 Merricks North Shire

161K11 Bittern Dromana RoadMonterey pine rows 212, 
near

Merricks North Local

161K11 Bittern Dromana Roadhouse, trees 214 Merricks North Local

161K11 Bittern Dromana Roadhouse, trees 214 Merricks North Local

161K11 Bittern Dromana RoadTrees 226, 
230

Merricks North Local

161-2 Bittern Dromana RoadMerricks North Orchard Group Precinct off Merricks North Shire

162A12 Bittern Dromana RoadKingston Park Stud & farm complex, 
trees

RMB 
6220

Merricks North Local

148C12 Boes RoadMonterey cypress row (golden), 
Monterey pine row

Tyabb Typical - Local

148C12 Boes RoadTrees Tyabb Typical

154D3 Boes RoadTrees Tyabb Typical - Local

154C6 Boes Roadorchard complex  18 Hastings Typical - Local

154D3 Boes RoadMonterey pine rows  25 near Tyabb Typical - Local

154D3 Boes RoadMonterey cypress rows  39 near Tyabb Typical

154D3 Boes RoadMonterey cypress at Glenburn  44-46 
near

Tyabb Typical

154C3 Boes Roadfarm house  52 Tyabb Typical

154D1 Boes RoadCanary Island pine & oak  57 Tyabb Local

154D1 Boes RoadMonterey pine row  68 near Tyabb Typical - Local

154D10 Boes Roadfarm house 241 Hastings Typical

194B9 Bonview AveHouse  12-14? Somers Typical

149 E4 Bungower RoadTrees, former Spizzo orchard Somerville Typical - Local

147 F3 Bungower RoadBeleura Clinic Somerville Typical - Local

149 C5 Bungower RoadCaldwell farm house and orchard site Somerville Typical - Local

149 K4 Bungower Roadoaks  27 Somerville Typical - Local

149 F4 Bungower RoadGeodesic domed house  54 Somerville

149 G4 Bungower Roadtea  tree & gums  54 
east of

Somerville Typical - Local

Bungower RoadHouse  63 Somerville Typical - Local

149 A5 Bungower RoadBrunning's farm house and trees 
(Chinese fan  palm, Norfolk Island pine, 
palms)

 75 Somerville Regional

149 B4 Bungower RoadThomas Brunning's farm  83 Somerville Shire

148 J4 Bungower Roadfarm house 101 Somerville Typical

148 C4 Bungower Roadfarm house 207 Somerville Typical - Local

148 D4 Bungower RoadMonterey pines 207 -
231- 
near

Somerville Local

148 B4 Bungower RoadOrchard complex 235 Somerville Local

3Graeme Butler and Associates 2001, Volume 1: Appendix 10 -



Melway AddressName

Hastings District Heritage Study Stage Two

Potential heritage 
significance:

147E2 Bungower RoadAnnesleigh park stud farm, trees 270 Somerville Typical - Local

147 D2 Bungower RoadFarm complex 280 Somerville Concealed

149 J4 Bungower RoadMonterey pines, farm house lot 3 Somerville Typical

256 E8 Byrnes RoadProgress Hall Shoreham

191B7 Callanans RoadRed Hill South Bushland Reserve Red Hill South Typical

164H12 Cambell StMorradoo railway station off Crib Point Typical

155 D9 Cemetery RoadTyabb Public Cemetery end Hastings Shire

154H10 Church StHastings Railway Station Hastings Typical - Local

154H10 Church StHastings Railway Station house  68 Hastings Local

193 C6 Civic CrtBalnarring State School Balnarring Typical - Local

148 J3 Clarke CloseMonterey pine rows off Somerville Typical - Local

195D5 Cook RoadBoot Hill cemetery end HMAS Cerberus Local

154J10 Cool Store RoadCatholic church & site Hastings Typical

154J10 Cool Store RoadHouse   8 Hastings Typical - Local

107B8 Coolart RoadStone Fruit Orchards Somerville Typical

107B8 Coolart RoadHouse Somerville Concealed

106K12 Coolart RoadMonterey pine row Somerville Typical - Local

163J6 Coolart RoadFarm complex 101 Bittern West Typical - Local

153J12 Coolart RoadFarm complex ? 104 Tyabb Concealed

153H10 Coolart RoadWilson farm complex, trees 114 Tyabb Shire

153J11 Coolart Roadout-buildings 118 Tyabb Typical

153H8 Coolart RoadMonterey cypress rows 128-
136 
near

Hastings West Typical

153H5 Coolart RoadMonterey cypress & pines 150 Hastings West Typical

153H5 Coolart RoadFarm complex 150 Tyabb Local

153H2 Coolart Roadtrees 158 Tyabb Typical - Local

153J11 Coolart RoadTrees 165-173 Tyabb Typical

153J12 Coolart RoadOaks (3) 169 Tyabb Typical - Local

153H7-
12

Coolart RoadMonterey pine rows 169-
201 
near

Hastings West Local

147H12? Coolart Roadfarm house 170 Tyabb Typical - Local

147H12 Coolart RoadLoth Lorien 176 Tyabb Local

153J11 Coolart RoadCreadon Farm 181 Tyabb Concealed

153J10 Coolart Roadfarm house 185 Tyabb Local

153J8 Coolart RoadOrchard complex 201 Tyabb Typical - Local

153J5 Coolart Roadorchard 233 Tyabb Typical

153J2 Coolart RoadUnthank farm house, trees, garden 261 Tyabb Shire

147J8 Coolart RoadFarm complex, orchard, trees 307 nr Tyabb Concealed

107A10 Coolart RoadMonterey pine row 399-401 Somerville Typical - Local

193J5 Coolart RoadMonterey pine rows off Somers Local
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Melway AddressName

Hastings District Heritage Study Stage Two

Potential heritage 
significance:

163 G9 Coolart RoadEmu Plains Recreation Reserve & 
Racecourse

off Bittern West Regional

161HJ11 Craig Avon LaneOrchard group, former Merricks North Typical - Local

161J10 Craig Avon LaneCraig Avon   4 Merricks North Local

194H3 Creswell RoadBoatswain Store, HMAS Cerberus  50 HMAS Cerberus Local

194H2 Creswell RoadPower House, HMAS Cerberus  55 HMAS Cerberus Local

194H3 Dampier RoadSeamen's Barracks, HMAS Cerberus A 
Block

187 HMAS Cerberus State

194H3 Dampier RoadSeamen's Barracks, HMAS Cerberus, 
B & C Blocks

188-189 HMAS Cerberus Regional

194H3 Dampier RoadSenior Seamen's Barracks, HMAS 
Cerberus

190 HMAS Cerberus State

194H3 Dampier RoadMidshipman's Mess, HMAS Cerberus 194 HMAS Cerberus Regional

140D9 Dandenong Hastings Rdout-buildings, farm  68 Somerville Typical

148K12 Dandenong Hastings RoadMonterey pine & cypress rows Tyabb East Local

140 D9 Dandenong Hastings Roadfarm house Somerville Typical - Local

148K12 Dandenong Hastings RoadMonterey pine rows Tyabb East Typical

148K12 Dandenong Hastings RoadConifer rows  13 near Tyabb East Typical - Local

149D3 Dandenong Hastings RoadTree  67 Somerville Local

193J1 Davies RoadMonterey pine row off Somers Typical - Local

154JK1-
3,155AB
D1-3

Denham RdMonterey pine rows, Grant's Fairfield 
Nurseries

off Hastings Local

155B2 Denham RoadTrees, house site? Hastings Typical

106A9 Derril & Bungower RoadsButter Box corner cnr Somerville Typical - Local

146K7 Derril RoadFirst Moorooduc Scout group hall Moorooduc Typical - Local

146J9 Derril RoadMoorooduc Recreation Reserve Moorooduc Typical - Local

146J9 Derril RoadMoorooduc memorial gates Moorooduc Local

146K7 Derril Roadfarm house 770 Moorooduc Typical

146K7 Derril Roadfarm house 770 Moorooduc Typical

146K7 Derril RoadBill Jones house 787 Moorooduc Local

164A12 Disney StHouse & shop  81 Crib Point Local

164J11 Disney StMilne's store, former 108 Crib Point Local

164J11 Disney StHouse 124 Crib Point Typical - Local

164G8-
11

Disney StreetBurke's Portsmouth Estate north of Bittern Local

164H12 Disney StreetCrib Point Public Cemetery off Crib Point Shire

107J12 Drovers LaneTrees   1 Somerville Typical - Local

107H12 Drovers Lanefarm house, trees   2 Somerville Typical

162A-
D1-7

Ellerina RoadTubbarubba (or Tubba Rubba) & 
Bulldog Creeks goldfield & Tubbarubba 
reserve precinct

off west 
end

Hastings West Shire

107F12 Eramosa RoadSomerville Private Hospital, former  18 Somerville Local - Shire

107 K12 Eramosa Road EastMonterey pine Somerville Local

107F12 Eramosa Road EastSomerville Primary School Somerville Typical - Local

107K12 Eramosa Road EastSomerville Post Office, former Somerville Not assessed
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107F12 Eramosa Road EastAlan Nunn & Son store    2 Somerville Shire

107F12 Eramosa Road EastHouse  18 Somerville Local

107F12 Eramosa Road EastHouse  24 Somerville Local

107F12 Eramosa Road EastDental surgery  27 Somerville Typical - Local

107F12 Eramosa Road EastFrampton  28 Somerville Local

107F12 Eramosa Road EastShop  30 Somerville Typical - Local

107G12 Eramosa Road EastThornell's bakery, general shop & 
residence, former

 30 Somerville Shire

107F12 Eramosa Road EastHouse  32 Somerville Typical

107F12 Eramosa Road EastHouse  38 Somerville Typical - Local

107F12 Eramosa Road EastHouse  45 Somerville Typical - Local

107K12 Eramosa Road Eastfarm house 132 Somerville Typical - Local

Eramosa Road EastGolden cypress 132 Somerville Local

140A12 Eramosa Road Eastfarm house 132A? Somerville Typical - Local

140A11 Eramosa Road EastJames Grant farm complex 138 Somerville Shire

140 B12 Eramosa Road EastHouse 140 Somerville Typical

140 A12 Eramosa Road Easthawthorn hedges 140, 
west of

Somerville Typical - Local

140 B12 Eramosa Road EastHouse 143 Somerville Typical - Local

140 A12 Eramosa Road Eastfarm house 151 Somerville Typical - Local

140 C11 Eramosa Road Eastfarm house 152 Somerville Typical - Local

140 D12 Eramosa Road EastHouse, trees 157 Somerville Typical - Local

140 D12 Eramosa Road EastMonterey cypress 170 Somerville Typical

140 B11 Eramosa Road Easthawthorn hedges north of 
145

Somerville Typical - Local

107E12 Eramosa Road WestSt Andrew's Anglican Church & trees   2 Somerville Local

107 B11 Eramosa Road WestLlandou, farm house, trees 142 Somerville Typical - Local

106 J11 Eramosa Road Westfarm house 219 Somerville Local

106J11 Eramosa Road WestMonterey cypress row 219-227 Somerville Typical

106 D10 Eramosa Road WestPost & rail fences, trees 230 opp Somerville Typical - Local

106 A9 Eramosa Road WestMonterey pine rows at Barrington Park 256 Moorooduc Typical - Local

106 A9 Eramosa Road WestWesterfield and Monterey cypress & 
pine rows

282 Moorooduc Typical - Local

193C10 Fauconshawe StTulum Sands, weekender  10 Balnarring 
Beach

Local

193C10 Fauconshawe StWeekender  30 Balnarring 
Beach

Typical - Local

193CE9 Fethers & Masonsmith 
Roads

Camping reserves A, B, C & Robertson 
Park

off Balnarring 
Beach

Local

194B10 Florida AvenueHouse  16? Somers Local?

194B10 Florida AvenueHouse  26 Somers Typical - Local

194B10 Florida AvenueHouse  28 Somers Typical - Local

194B10 Florida AvenueHouse  30 Somers Typical - Local

193D10 Foreshore RoadBalnarring Beach Balnarring 
Beach

Local
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193 D10 Foreshore RoadShelter Shed Store site off Balnarring 
Beach

Typical - Local

193D10 Foreshore RoadBalnarring Jetty off Balnarring 
Beach

Typical - Local

193D10 Foreshore RoadWestern Port  Yacht Club off Balnarring 
Beach

Typical

148H11 Frankston Flinders RoadTyabb soldiers memorial Tyabb Local

148J10 Frankston Flinders RoadPotts Modern Cash Store site Tyabb Typical

154,164 Frankston Flinders RoadEarly route Moorooduc Typical - Local

107E11 Frankston Flinders RoadChurch of England vicarage, former Somerville Typical - Local

164F7 Frankston Flinders RoadBittern Railway Station, site Bittern Typical - Local

192 F9 Frankston Flinders RoadUnion church site Merricks Typical - Local

193A5 Frankston Flinders RoadMonterey pine rows Balnarring Typical - Local

192K8 Frankston Flinders RoadHanns Creek Reserve Balnarring Typical - Local

148H9 Frankston Flinders RoadMartha King memorial, Historical 
marker 1

Tyabb Typical - Local

193F4 Frankston Flinders RoadChatsworth Park Balnarring Typical - Local

148H10 Frankston Flinders RoadMemorial tree, Mildura 1908, Tyabb 
Recreation Reserve

Tyabb Local

193D5 Frankston Flinders RoadJunction General Store site Balnarring Typical

154G10 Frankston Flinders RoadCool store, former Hastings Typical - Local

148H10 Frankston Flinders RoadJohn T Baker Gateway Tyabb Local

148H10 Frankston Flinders RoadBenton memorial flagpole Tyabb Typical - Local

148J6 Frankston Flinders RoadBarn ? Somerville Not assessed

148J4 Frankston Flinders RoadHouse 1033 Somerville Typical

148F1? Frankston Flinders Roadfarm house 1035 Somerville Typical - Local

193 E5 Frankston Flinders RoadBalnarring Blacksmith site 108 Balnarring Typical - Local

148F1 Frankston Flinders RoadHouse 1123 Somerville Typical

148F1 Frankston Flinders RoadRyan's Garage, now antique shop & 
residence

1129? Somerville Typical - Local

107F12 Frankston Flinders RoadWW2 memorial gates, Somerville Infant 
Welfare Centre

1140 Somerville Local

148J5 Frankston Flinders RoadTower House 1146 Somerville Local

148J5 Frankston Flinders RoadYirrawalla 1189 Somerville Typical - Local

148 J4 Frankston Flinders RoadTrees, house site 1275 Somerville Shire

148H5 Frankston Flinders RoadStockton Fruit & Vegetables 1312 Somerville Typical - Local

148J6 Frankston Flinders RoadFernbank complex 1330 Somerville Region

148J6 Frankston Flinders RoadPacking Shed 1338? Somerville Typical - Local

148J6 Frankston Flinders RoadHouse, out-buildings 1360? Somerville Typical - Local

148J8 Frankston Flinders RoadKing's Cattle Station Pre-emptive Right 1447, 
near

Somerville Shire

148J8 Frankston Flinders RoadKing's Cattle Station Pre-emptive Right 1447, 
near

Somerville Shire

148J10 Frankston Flinders RoadEarly shops 1525-7 Tyabb Typical - Local

148J11 Frankston Flinders RoadGeorge G & Sarah Cole House &  trees 1551-3 Tyabb Shire

148J11 Frankston Flinders RoadHouse & garden 1555? Tyabb Local
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148H11 Frankston Flinders RoadTyabb Scout Hall 1580 Tyabb Local

154G5 Frankston Flinders RoadGarden 1950 Hastings Typical - Local

164G5 Frankston Flinders RoadBittern Cottage complex 2385 Bittern Local Interest

164G5 Frankston Flinders Roadfarm house 2385 nr Bittern Typical

164F7 Frankston Flinders RoadBittern Railway house, former 2413 Bittern Local

164F7 Frankston Flinders RoadHouse 2416 Bittern Typical - Local

164F7 Frankston Flinders RoadHouse 2418 Bittern Typical

164F7 Frankston Flinders RoadBittern Hall 2426 Bittern Local

164F7 Frankston Flinders RoadBittern General Store 2432 Bittern Typical

164F7 Frankston Flinders RoadBittern Real Estate 2436 Bittern Typical - Local

164E8 Frankston Flinders RoadShop & residence 2478 Bittern Typical - Local

193F3 Frankston Flinders RoadHouse 2918 Balnarring Concealed

193E4 Frankston Flinders RoadWestern Port Glass 2996 Balnarring Typical

193E4 Frankston Flinders RoadHouse 2998 Balnarring Typical - Local

193C5 Frankston Flinders RoadTrees 3060 Balnarring Typical - Local

192F9 Frankston Flinders RoadMerricks Railway Station Grounds 3450 Merricks Local

192F10 Frankston Flinders RoadMerricks General Store 3458-
3460

Merricks Shire

192E10 Frankston Flinders RoadHouse 3460 Merricks Typical - Local

192F10 Frankston Flinders RoadMinto farm complex, farm landscape 
and stone pine row

3485 Merricks Regional

192E11 Frankston Flinders RoadLarnoo & farm landscape 3500 
(nom)

Merricks Regional

192D12 Frankston Flinders RoadOast House 3630 Merricks Region

257C2 Frankston Flinders RoadKalimna farm complex & farm 
landscape

3649 Merricks Regional?

256J3 Frankston Flinders RoadPt Leo Farm 3815 Merricks Local?

107D9 Frankston Flinders RoadHouse 865 Somerville Typical - Local

107D9 Frankston Flinders RoadHouse 915? Somerville Concealed

192G10 Frankston Flinders RoadStone pines at Minto off Merricks Shire

107F12 Frankston Flinders RoadSomerville Railway house, now op 
shop, Monterey cypress (2)

off Somerville Local

148HJ10
-11

Frankston Flinders RoadTyabb Residential, Commercial  & Civic 
Precinct

off Tyabb Shire

256K2 Frankston Flinders RoadView to Western Port from Pt Leo Farm 
run-off

off Point Leo Typical - Local

193E5 Frankston Flinders RoadBalnarring Railway Station site off Balnarring Local

148J10 Frankston-Flinders RoadTyabb halls 1535 Tyabb Local

164C9 Frankston-Flinders RoadMonterey pine rows 2590 Bittern Typical - Local

193B5 Frankston-Flinders RoadMonterey pines 3135, 
3130 nr

Balnarring Typical

194B10 Garden SquareGarden Square Reserve Somers Typical - Local

194B10 Garden SquareThe Haven   1 Somers Local

194B10 Garden SquareHouse   5 Somers Typical - Local

194B10 Garden SquareHouse   5 Somers Typical - Local
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194B10 Garden SquareHouse   9 Somers Typical - Local

194B10 Garden SquareHouse  11 Somers Typical - Local

194B10 Garden SquarePalm Beach Estate around Somers Shire

148H10 Gerald StShaw's builders workshop site, former Tyabb Unknown

147B,D1
2

Godings RoadLandforms off Moorooduc Typical - Local?

107 D12 Graf RoadSeaton Carew  16 Somerville Shire

107G5 Grant RoadBaxter PS, trees Baxter Local

107E12 Grant RoadSomerville Wine Café   2? Somerville Local

107F12 Grant RoadHouse   3 Somerville Typical

107F11 Grant RoadSt Johns Presbyterian Church,  former   9 Somerville Local

107F7 Grant RoadGlenmore  86 Somerville Typical

107F7 Grant RoadTrees, house site?  98? Somerville Typical - Local

107F7 Grant RoadBristol 104 Somerville Typical - Local

154F5 Graydens RoadMonterey pines Hastings Typical

153-4B-
F4-5

Graydens RoadOrchard/ farm landscape Hastings Local

153 Graydens RoadEarly route Moorooduc Typical - Local

152J3 Graydens RoadDevilbend Reservoir, Weir, pumping 
station & environs

Moorooduc Local?

152J3 Graydens RoadDevilbend Reservoir & Environs Moorooduc 
South

Local

154G4 Graydens Roadfarm house  12 Hastings Typical

154F4 Graydens RoadPacking shed  22 Hastings Typical - Local

154E5 Graydens RoadCypress Lane farm house  36 Hastings Typical - Local

154C4 Graydens Roadfarm house  36-38? Hastings Local?

154F5 Graydens RoadOrchard complex  39 Hastings Typical - Local

154E5 Graydens RoadPacking shed  45 Hastings Typical - Local

154D5 Graydens RoadMonterey pine rows  51-61 Hastings Typical

154D5 Graydens RoadBushy Park & Don Hodgins P/L  57 Hastings Typical - Local

153H5 Graydens Roadoak  75 Hastings Typical

154A5 Graydens RoadHouse  81 Hastings Typical

153K5 Graydens RoadSunny Braes  95 Hastings Local

153J5 Graydens Roadfarm house  99 Hastings Local

153H5 Graydens RoadMonterey pine rows 107 
near

Hastings Local

153C4 Graydens Roadorchard complex 144 Moorooduc Typical - Local

153B4 Graydens Roadorchard complex 153 Moorooduc Typical - Local

154D5 Graydens RoadOrchard Landscape Precinct off Hastings Shire

107G11 Guelph Stfarm house  50 Somerville Typical - Local

107H11 Guelph StMonterey pine group 100, 
near

Somerville Local

107H12 Guelph StBrick making site end Somerville not assessed

107G12 Guelph St & Eramosa RoadAlmond Bush Estate Somerville Typical
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193D10 Hansens LaneHansens Lane Beach House precinct Balnarring 
Beach

Local

Hansens LaneTulum Lodge   1 Somers

193D10 Hansens LaneHouse & trees   5 Balnarring 
Beach

Typical - Local

193D10 Hansens LaneHouse   7 Balnarring 
Beach

Typical - Local

193D10 Hansens LaneAvoca house site, trees   9 Balnarring 
Beach

Shire

Hansens Lane 11 Somers

Hansens Lane 14 Somers

193D10 Hansens LaneThe Nook  18 Balnarring 
Beach

Local?

Hansens LaneTimber gates  22 Somers

193,257 Hastings Flinders RoadPoint Leo to Somers coastal 
landscape, part Pt Leo to Watsons 
Inlet  coastal landscape

Somers contributory

Hastings Frankston RoadCapt Baxter's Pay office Baxter not assessed

164C6 Hendersons RoadOrchard areas, former  66, 
near

Hastings Typical

164C6 Hendersons RoadOrchard areas, former 130, 
near

Bittern Typical

164D7 Hendersons RoadOrchard areas, former 139, 
near

Bittern Typical

154K11 Herring StreetHouse   2 Hastings Local

154J11 High StTree Hastings Typical - Local

154J11 High StHastings Mechanics Institute,  former Hastings Shire

154J11 High StGum Hastings Typical - Local

154H11 High StHouse,  now Book Exchange Hastings Typical

154J11 High StWestern Port Hotel Hastings Typical - Local

154D11 High Storchard area, former Hastings Typical

154H11 High StHouses Hastings Typical

154J11 High StShop   8 Hastings Typical - Local

154J11 High StHastings Post Office, former  10 Hastings Typical - Local

154H11 High StHouse 118 Hastings Typical

154H11 High StHastings Railway Station residence 134 Hastings Local

154H9 Hodgins RoadHastings State School 1098, memorial 
gateway, trees

 10 Hastings Shire

154G8 Hodgins RoadMonterey pine row  88 Hastings Typical

154D9 Hodgins RoadMonterey cypress row, Monterey pine 
rows

173 Hastings Typical - Local

154D9 Hodgins RoadPacking shed? 173 Hastings Typical

154D8 Hodgins RoadBeilby farm house 230 Hastings Shire

154A8 Hodgins Roadfarm house 263 Hastings West Typical

154A8 Hodgins Roadfarm house 264 Hastings Typical - Local

153K9 Hodgins Roadfarm house 267 Hastings West Typical - Local

153G9 Hodgins Roadfarm house 281 Hastings West Typical - Local
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153H9 Hodgins RoadMonterey cypress row 283 
near

Hastings West Typical

153F9 Hodgins RoadMonterey pine & cypress row 286-
312 
near

Hastings West Typical - Local

162G-K3 Hunts RoadHunts Road Landscape Hastings West Typical - Local

164B4 Hunts RoadMonterey pines   2-12 Bittern West Typical - Local

163K2 Hunts RoadMonterey pine rows  34 near Hastings Typical - Local

163F3 Hunts Roadpalms  54 Bittern West Typical - Local

163C4 Hunts RoadJilba  75? Hastings West Typical - Local

163D3 Hunts RoadMonterey pine rows  80, 
near

Bittern West Typical - Local

163B4 Hunts RoadMonterey pine rows  93-95 
near

Bittern West Typical - Local

163A3 Hunts RoadMonterey pine rows, orchard house  98 near Bittern West Typical

162K3 Hunts RoadMonterey pines 101 Balnarring North Typical - Local

163G8 Hunts RoadMonterey pine rows 215 Bittern West Typical - Local

163C7 Hunts RoadTarkarri, Caroona Park 240?? Bittern West Local?

193B3 Johnson StHouse  14 Balnarring Concealed

148E2 Jones RoadOaks Somerville Typical - Local

148C9 Jones RoadCraigaird garden  32 Tyabb Typical - Local

148D9 Jones RoadHouse  34 Tyabb Typical - Local

148D6 Jones RoadHouse 101 Somerville Typical

148D6 Jones RoadFarm complex 122 Somerville Typical - Local

148D5 Jones Roadhedge 132A Somerville Typical

148E3 Jones RoadHighfold & trees 193 Somerville Shire

148E3 Jones RoadHouse 195 Somerville Local - Shire

148 E1 Jones RoadSoldiers Memorial off Somerville Regional

191JK1 Kentucky Roadfarm landscape Merricks North Typical - Local

192C1 Kentucky RoadNewstead complex, trees off Merricks North Shire

154J10 King StChurch of England vicarage, former  74 Hastings Local

154J10 King StreetHoly Trinity Anglican Church complex  62, 66 Hastings Shire

193 D10 Library RoadStones Store, former Balnarring 
Beach

Typical - Local

193 E10 Library RoadTulum Lodge guest house, former Balnarring 
Beach

Typical - Local

193 D10 Library RoadWally Turner's library   11? Balnarring 
Beach

Local

193C10 Library RoadHouse  11 Balnarring 
Beach

Typical

146K10 Loders RoadMundowie,  trees  71 Moorooduc Shire

155E7 Long Island DriveHastings Seafarer's Centre, Mission to 
Seamen

Hastings Typical

155G7 Long Island DriveBHP Steel Wharves off Hastings Typical

193 H8 Lord Somers RoadCoolart complex Somers State

193H9 Lord Somers RoadNumber One Initial Training Camp for 
the Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF)

off Somers Regional
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193J9 Lord Somers RoadCoolart wild life reserve & lagoon off Somers Regional

193H8 Lord Somers Road`Dais cotinifolia' L (Pompon bush), front 
lawn Coolart garden

off Somers State

193H10 Lord Somers RoadLord Somers Camp off Somers State

194E10 Lorne Gr. EastHouse   8 Somers Typical

Lower Somerville RdUnion church & school site and plaque Somerville Local

148 K3 Lower Somerville RoadClarke orchard house  26 Somerville Local

148 K3 Lower Somerville RoadOrchard house (Clarke?)  29 Somerville Typical - Local

148 K2 Lower Somerville Roadfence  35 Somerville Typical - Local

107 K12 Lower Somerville Roadfarm house  43 Somerville Local

107K10 Lower Somerville RoadAlmond  Bush Farm  54 Somerville Typical

107K10 Lower Somerville RoadOak & elm row, trees  67 Somerville Local

107H6 Lower Somerville Roadfarm house  97 Baxter Typical - Local

Lower Somerville RoadTrees, house 136 Somerville Typical - Local

149K7 Lumeah RoadYaringa Boat Harbour Tyabb East Typical

193G8 Luxton DrCoolart back gates, back drive Somers Local

193G6 Luxton DriveMonterey pine avenue, Coolart main 
drive

Somers Typical - Local

154H6 Lyall StOak Hastings Typical - Local

155A11 Marine Parade`Shibboleth' wreck, Hastings Bight off Hastings Typical - Local

154H6 Marine Pd.Old Tyabb Town site Hastings Typical - Local

154J8? Marine Pd.Monterey pines, gums Hastings Typical

154J11 Marine Pd.House  51 Hastings Typical

154j11 Marine Pd.House  57 Hastings Typical

154J10 Marine Pd.Land Reclamation, Hastings Foreshore off Hastings Typical

154K11 Marine PdeShire of Hastings Offices, former Hastings Local

154H9 Marine PdeHastings Uniting, former Methodist 
Church

Hastings Local

154K11 Marine PdeHastings swimming pool Hastings Local

154K11 Marine PdeKing Edward VII Coronation Tree Hastings Shire

154K11 Marine PdeHastings jetty off Hastings Shire

154K11 Marine PdeHastings fish shed off Hastings State

154J8 Marine PdePump, JA Babbington Park off Hastings Local

154K11 Marine PdeSoldiers Memorial off Hastings Local

193 C10 Masonsmith RoadTea Rooms site   9 Balnarring 
Beach

Typical - Local

193C10 Masonsmith RoadIssacson & Davis House  23 Balnarring 
Beach

Typical - Local

149D11 McKirdys RoadTrees  18 Hastings Typical - Local

149E11 McKurdys RoadMonterey cypress Tyabb East Typical - Local

191B6 Mechanics RoadRed Hill Fire Brigade Red Hill Typical

191C6 Mechanics RoadRed Hill Girl Guide & RSL Memorial Hall Red Hill Local

257H1 Merricks BeachCaves Merricks not assessed

192 J12 Merricks Beach RoadMerricks Beach Merricks Local
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192 H12 Merricks Beach RoadMerricks Beach Stores sites Merricks Typical - Local

192J12 Merricks Beach RoadWeekender  61 Merricks Beach Typical - Local

192C3 Merricks RoadMonterey pine row Merricks North Typical

192C4 Merricks RoadTulara Red Hill South Typical

192F9 Merricks RoadTrees Merricks Typical - Local

192F9 Merricks RoadHellicars camping site Merricks Typical - Local

192E6 Merricks RoadNewlans Farm Merricks Concealed

192E7 Merricks RoadKoonoona farm complex & farm 
landscape

 51 Merricks North State

192C4 Merricks Roadpacking shed  79 Red Hill South Typical - Local

192C1 Merricks RoadStone pine row at The Elms  92 Merricks North State

192B2 Merricks RoadMonterey pine & cypress rows off Red Hill South Typical

192J12 Merricks RoadManly Beach Estate off Merricks Typical

192C4 Merricks Roadfarm house RMB52
20

Red Hill South Typical - Local

192E7 Merricks Road, Frankston 
Flinders Road

Merricks Farm Group Precinct 3485-
3649

Merricks North State

192J12 Minto StHouse, garden   2 Merricks Beach Typical - Local

106,146- Moorooduc RoadEarly route Moorooduc Typical - Local

190 E3 Mornington Flinders RoadRed Hill School Red Hill

Mornington Tyabb RdFibre cement pavilion 197 Shire

146K6 Mornington Tyabb RoadMoorooduc SS Moorooduc Local

148H10 Mornington Tyabb RoadTyabb All Saints Church of England & 
hall, former

Tyabb Shire

148F11 Mornington Tyabb RoadWestern Port Airfield Tyabb Typical

147D9 Mornington Tyabb RoadMonterey cypress row at Spring Farm Moorooduc Typical - Local

146K7 Mornington Tyabb RoadMonterey pine row Moorooduc Typical

146-8 Mornington Tyabb RoadEarly route Moorooduc Typical - Local

148H11 Mornington Tyabb RoadTyabb Recreation Ground, later Central 
Reserve, & Monterey pine plantation

Tyabb Local

147C8 Mornington Tyabb RoadMoorooduc Airfield, former Moorooduc Unknown

148H10 Mornington Tyabb RoadTyabb Railway Station, trees Tyabb Local

147D9 Mornington Tyabb RoadSpring Farm Tyabb Local?

148C10 Mornington Tyabb RoadTyabb Primary School,  trees Tyabb Typical - Local

148C10 Mornington Tyabb RoadOak, Tyabb Primary School Tyabb Local

148H10 Mornington Tyabb RoadDavid Grant house   9 Tyabb Shire

148C10 Mornington Tyabb Roadfarm house 175 Tyabb Local

147G9 Mornington Tyabb RoadHouse 212 Tyabb Typical - Local

147H10 Mornington Tyabb RoadMonterey pine row 213 Tyabb Typical - Local

147H10 Mornington Tyabb Roadfarm house, trees 213 Tyabb Typical - Local

147G9 Mornington Tyabb RoadMonterey cypress row 221-227 Tyabb Typical - Local

147A7 Mornington Tyabb Roadout-buildings 265 Moorooduc Typical - Local

193E4 Mount Barrow StHouse  10 Balnarring Typical

161K7- Myers RoadMyers Roadscape Merricks North Typical - Local
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164E7 Myers RoadShop & Residence (Old barbers shop)   6? Bittern Typical - Local

164E7 Myers Roadfarm house  27 Bittern Typical - Local

164B7 Myers RoadFarm complex 102 Bittern Typical - Local

162D7 Myers RoadMonterey pines 294-
300 
near

Merricks North Local

162G7 Myers RoadMonterey pine row 297 Merricks North Typical

162C-K7 Myers RoadMyers Road off Bittern West Local

256H5 Nelson RoadFarm complex site Merricks

194H2 Nelson RoadDrill Hall, HMAS Cerberus site 
(demolished)

111 HMAS Cerberus Regional

194H2 Nelson RoadOur Lady Star of the Sea, Memorial 
Chapel  Flinders Naval Depot

113 HMAS Cerberus State

194H2 Nelson RoadMemorial Chapel of St Mark, HMAS 
Cerberus

114 HMAS Cerberus State

194B10 Ocean View CrescentHouses   5, 7, 
15

Somers Typical - Local

194B10 Ocean View CrescentHouse  27 Somers Typical - Local

194B10 Ocean View CrescentHouse  29 Somers Typical - Local

191A11 Ocean View RoadView Red Hill South Typical - Local

191B12 Ocean View RoadHouse  26 Red Hill South Typical - Local

162F12 Old Bittern Dromana RoadMonterey pine & cypress rows Merricks North Typical - Local

162B9 One Chain RoadTrees 162 Hastings West Typical

148K7 ONeills RoadBunguyan Somerville Typical - Local

149B8 ONeills RoadJohn Brunning & Sons cool store (part 
complex)

 48, 48A Tyabb East Shire

149B8 ONeills RoadJohn Brunning & Sons complex, trees  48, 
48A, 
48B

Tyabb East Shire

194B10 Palm Beach GroveHouse  13 Somers Typical

194B10 Palm Beach GroveMonterey pine  15 Somers Typical

194B10 Palm Beach GroveTennis Club pavilion, Garden Square off Somers Typical

194H4 Panter Road?Engineering School, HMAS Cerberus  51 HMAS Cerberus Typical

191G10 Paringa Roadorchard complex   8 Red Hill South Typical

191E10 Paringa Roadfarm house  22 Red Hill South Typical

191E10 Paringa Roadfarm house  29 Red Hill South Typical

191E10 Paringa Roadorchard complex  30 Red Hill South Typical

191E9 Paringa Roadfarm house  31 Red Hill South Typical

191D9 Paringa Roadorchard complex  31 Red Hill South Typical

191D10 Paringa Roadorchard complex  35 Red Hill South Typical

191D10 Paringa RoadParinga Park  38 Red Hill South Typical

191D10 Paringa Roadfarm house  42-44 Red Hill South Typical

191D10 Paringa RoadParinga Road orchard group precinct off Red Hill South Local

195A2 Park RoadFlowering gums Crib Point Typical

195A3 Park RoadMemorial entrance gates at HMAS 
Cerberus

HMAS Cerberus Local
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194A10 Parklands AveToilets, foreshore reserve Somers Typical

194 A10 Parklands AveSomers Palm Beach Store garage   2 Somers Local

193J10 Parklands AveTangarra  51 Somers Typical - Local

193J10 Parklands AveHildebrand House  57 Somers Typical - Local

193J10 Parklands AveHouse  57 Somers Typical

193J10 Parklands AveLittle Wildings  74 Somers Typical - Local

193J10 Parklands AveHouse, tree  78 Somers Typical - Local

194A10 Parklands AveSomers Yacht Club off Somers Local

148H10 Peacock RoadTyabb cannery Tyabb Typical - Local

148H10 Peacock RoadCool Store Engineer's House  14 Tyabb Local

148H10 Peacock RoadPaganoni House  16 Tyabb Local

148H10 Peacock RoadTyabb Government Cool Store now 
Tyabb Packing House

off Tyabb State

194H4 Phillip RoadShipwright's Workshop, HMAS 
Cerberus

 81 HMAS Cerberus regional

154C11 Pineview LaneMonterey pine row   1-7 Hastings Typical - Local

257C6 Point Leo RoadPlaque, Bobbanaring Point Point Leo Typical

257B7 Point Leo RoadPt Leo Beach Point Leo Local

257B7 Point Leo RoadPoint Leo Surf Life Saving Club Point Leo Typical

191 B8 Point Leo RoadRed Hill South School site Red Hill South Typical - Local

257A4 Point Leo Roadfarm house Point Leo Typical - Local

257C5 Point Leo RoadPoint Leo General Store Point Leo Typical

257B6 Point Leo RoadHouse  30 Point Leo Typical

256H1 Point Leo Roadfarm house 167? Merricks Typical

257B7 Point Leo RoadPoint Leo Boat Club off Point Leo Typical

148B6 Pottery RoadMonterey pine rows Somerville Typical - Local

148B6 Pottery RoadBrick making site end? Somerville Unknown

191D11 Rahona RoadNursery Merricks Typical

107D11 Raymond StMonterey pine rows  20, 31 Somerville Typical

191 Red Hill RoadRed Hill Railway Station site: turntable  
platforms & shed area

Red Hill Local

191H1 Red Hill RoadGrownow Merricks North Not assessed

191A-
K1-9

Red Hill RoadMonterey pine & cypress row area Red 
Hill South

Red Hill South Local

191B7 Red Hill RoadRed Hill Co-operative Cool Stores 
Society Ltd cool store and packing shed

Red Hill Local

191C6 Red Hill RoadHouse  56 Red Hill Typical

191C6 Red Hill RoadHouse  79 Red Hill Typical

191D5 Red Hill RoadWarrawong 113 Red Hill Typical

191E5 Red Hill RoadCherry Lodge 161 Red Hill South Typical

191G3 Red Hill Roadfarm house 247 Red Hill South Typical

191G2 Red Hill Roadorchard complex 251 Red Hill South Typical

191H2 Red Hill RoadTrees, Palm Tree Cottage 259 Red Hill South Typical - Local

256E4 Red Hill Shoreham RoadAshcombe Maze Merricks Local

15Graeme Butler and Associates 2001, Volume 1: Appendix 10 -



Melway AddressName

Hastings District Heritage Study Stage Two

Potential heritage 
significance:

191A8 Red Hill Shoreham RoadHouse Red Hill South Typical - Local

190K12 Red Hill Shoreham RoadView to Western Port, from Red Hill 
Estate winery

Red Hill South Typical - Local

256E5 Red Hill Shoreham RoadHouse   2 Merricks Typical - Local

256E4 Red Hill Shoreham RoadOast house  11 Merricks Shire

256E5 Red Hill Shoreham RoadChinchilla  24 Merricks Concealed

191A8 Red Hill Shoreham RoadMonterey pines  75, nr Red Hill South Typical - Local

191A9 Red Hill Shoreham RoadHouse  75? Red Hill South Local?

106 F5 Sages RoadSage's Cottage or Eurutta  85 Baxter State

106 J5 Sages RoadCarrup Carrup or Baxter's pre-emptive 
right

off Baxter Local

106 J5 Sages RoadCarrup Carrup or Baxter's pre-emptive 
right

off Baxter Local

154J11 Salmon StSarah's Bead Art, shop Hastings Local

154J11 Salmon StHouse  59? Hastings Typical - Local

154J11 Salmon StHouse 117 Hastings Typical - Local

154J11 Salmon StHouse 118 Hastings Typical - Local

154J12 Salmon StHouse 136 Hastings Typical - Local

154J11 Salmon StOak off Hastings Typical - Local

194C10 Sandy CrtHouses Somers Typical - Local

193 Sandy Point RoadEarly route Balnarring Typical - Local

195 G12 Sandy Point RoadSandy Point coastal landscape, part Pt 
Leo to Watsons Inlet coastal landscape 
precinct

Sandy Point Contributory

194B6 Sandy Point RoadEuroka Somers Concealed

194D7 Sandy Point RoadMonterey pine rows, near Euroka Somers Typical

194D7 Sandy Point RoadKorbanui Estate Somers Concealed

193E5 Sandy Point RoadGums Balnarring Typical - Local

194G9 Sandy Point RoadWestern Park   1 Somers Regional

147G8 Shaw RoadHouse, trees   4 Tyabb Typical

147G9 Shaws RoadMonterey pine row east 
side

Tyabb Typical

154K11 Skinner StFlowering gum  32, 
near

Hastings Typical - Local

154K11 Skinner StFisherman's house  38 Hastings Shire

154K11 Skinner StHouse  47 Hastings Typical - Local

154K11 Skinner StHouse  51 Hastings Typical - Local

154K11 Skinner St, Herring StSkinner St Fishermen's Village Precinct off Hastings Shire

164E8 South Beach RoadThe Ranch 211 Bittern Typical - Local

140J11 South Boundary Road EastThe Willows  30 
opposit
e

Somerville Typical

194 E11 South Sea RoadSouth Beach Somers Typical - Local

107H10 Speedwell RoadOrchard remnants Somerville Typical

107F10 Speedwell RoadHouse  10 Somerville Typical - Local

107H10 Speedwell RoadHouse  66 Somerville Typical
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192K5 Stanleys RdOast house   1-3 Balnarring Shire

191K4 Stanleys RoadConservation reserve Red Hill South Typical - Local

191F4 Stanleys RoadTar Barrel Corner Red Hill Typical

192C5 Stanleys RoadMonterey pines at  Rhosmor Merricks Typical

191G5 Stanleys RoadWizard Wells orchard 100? Red Hill South Typical

192A4 Stanleys RoadMonterey pine rows off Red Hill South Typical - Local

191F4 Stanleys RoadView to Western Port Bay off Red Hill Typical - Local

191A8 Station RoadRed Hill Cottage- house, garden Red Hill Typical - Local

191A7 Station RoadRed Hill fire station site Red Hill Typical - Local

148 F1 Station StSomerville Railway station & grounds, 
trees

Somerville Typical - Local

107 E12 Station StSomerville Mechanics Institute hall Somerville Regional

107 E12 Station StSomerville Hotel Somerville Typical - Local

107 E12 Station StStreet Trees Somerville Typical - Local

193E4 Station StHouse   1 Balnarring Local

107 E12 Station StHouse  30 Somerville Local

107 E12 Station StHouse  34 Somerville Typical

107 E12 Station StHouse  36 Somerville Typical

107 E12 Station StHouse  38 Somerville Local

107 E12 Station StHouse  40 Somerville Typical - Local

107 E12 Station StHouse  42 Somerville Typical - Local

107 E12 Station StHouse  48 Somerville Typical - Local

107 E12 Station StHouse  50 Somerville Typical - Local

107 E12 Station Sthouse, tree  54 Somerville Local

107 E12 Station StHouse  58 Somerville Typical - Local

107E12 Station StNational Bank, now Dental Clinic  64 Somerville Typical - Local

107 E12 Station StSomerville Post Office now Guthrie & 
Assoc. offices

 64 Somerville Local

107E12 Station StSomerville Scout hall, former,  
Fruitgrowers Reserve

off Somerville Local

107E12 Station StSomerville Fruitgrowers'  Horticultural & 
Agricultural Association reserve, former 
scout hall & Somerville Coop Cool 
Store P/L machinery collection

off Somerville Shire

107B4 Station StBaxter Railway Station, Trees off Baxter Local

148F1 Station St; New StreetSomerville Station Street Residential 
Precinct

32-58 
(west), 
41 
(east); 
13

Somerville Local

107 E12 Station St?House  41 Somerville Typical

195B3 Stony Point RoadCrib Point cellars & newsagency Crib Point Typical - Local

195B3 Stony Point RoadAW Peterson Reserve Crib Point Local

194K1 Stony Point RoadCrib Point Residential & Civic Precinct Crib Point Local

164G5-6 Stony Point RoadMonterey pine rows Bittern Typical - Local

195A2 Stony Point RoadHouse 218 Crib Point Typical
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195A2 Stony Point RoadShop & residence 222-220 Crib Point Typical - Local

164K12 Stony Point RoadHouse 259 Crib Point Typical

194K1 Stony Point RoadHouse 261 Crib Point Typical - Local

194K1 Stony Point RoadHouse 263 Crib Point Typical - Local

194K1 Stony Point RoadHouse 265 Crib Point Typical - Local

194K1 Stony Point RoadHouse 269 Crib Point Typical - Local

164K12 Stony Point RoadSettlement Store, Shop & residence 295-297 Crib Point Local

164K12 Stony Point RoadFlowering gum 297, 
near

Crib Point Local

164K12 Stony Point RoadHouse 340 Crib Point Typical

164K12 Stony Point RoadHouse 342 Crib Point Typical - Local

164J11 Stony Point RoadHouse 345 Bittern Typical

164J11 Stony Point RoadFortuna 394 Crib Point Typical - Local

164J11 Stony Point RoadUniting Church 400? Crib Point Local

164H8 Stony Point RoadHouse 475 Bittern Typical

164H9 Stony Point Roadfarm house 490 Bittern Typical - Local

164H8 Stony Point RoadHouse 498 Bittern Typical

195 E5 Stony Point RoadStony Point Railway station off Stony Point Local?

148G12 Stuart RoadMonterey cypress on north boundary  74 Tyabb Typical

106G12 Stumpy Gully RoadFarm complex Somerville Local

147E10-
12

Stumpy Gully Roadorchards, trees Moorooduc Typical

193D4 Stumpy Gully Roadfarm house  33 Balnarring Typical - Local

153E3 Stumpy Gully RoadShalimar & trees 1040 Tyabb Typical - Local

153E3 Stumpy Gully RoadMonterey pine row 1040-44 Tyabb Typical - Local

153E1 Stumpy Gully RoadMonterey pine & cypress rows 1136-
1126

Tyabb Typical - Local

153E1 Stumpy Gully RoadMonterey pine & cypress rows 1138 Tyabb Typical - Local

147E11 Stumpy Gully RoadAtlanta Orchard 1194 Moorooduc Typical

147E11 Stumpy Gully RoadMonterey cypress row 1194 Tyabb Typical - Local

147E9 Stumpy Gully RoadMonterey pines 1256-66 Tyabb Typical - Local

147E8 Stumpy Gully Roadfarm house 1346 Tyabb Typical - Local

163D12 Stumpy Gully RoadCloverdown 135 Balnarring North Typical

106F12 Stumpy Gully RoadOut-building & farm house 1695 Somerville Local

153D7 Stumpy Gully Roadorchard complex 899 Hastings West Typical - Local

153D8 Stumpy Gully RoadMonterey pine rows 931 
near

Hastings West Typical - Local

153D5 Stumpy Gully RoadOrchard area- Monterey pine rows 936 
near

Hastings West Local

153D4 Stumpy Gully RoadMonterey pine rows 993-900 Tyabb Local

153E5 Stumpy Gully RoadStone pine off Tyabb Local

164H9 Symonds StHouse   3 Bittern Local

194C10 Tasman RoadSchool building & Legacy camp Somers Typical - Local

194E11 Tasman RoadSomers church, former  19 Somers Local
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194D11 Tasman RoadHouse  53 Somers Typical - Local

194C10 Tasman RoadHouses  65, 67, 
69

Somers Typical

194D10 Tasman RoadMaguhay  76 Somers Typical

194E10 Tasman RoadOak off Somers Typical - Local

194 B10 The BoulevardSomers Store   2 Somers Local

148J10 The CrescentTyabb hall, later Youth Club Hall, Girl 
Guides Hall

Tyabb Local

148J10 The CrescentWesternport Family Church Tyabb Unknown

148J10 The CrescentTyabb Railway Station School, trees Tyabb Local

148J10 The CrescentTyabb Methodist later Door of Faith 
Church

 68 Tyabb Local

148J10 The CrescentHybrid oak and Tyabb Railway Station 
School SS3544

 74 Tyabb Regional (oak), 
Local (school)

165D10 The EsplanadeBritish Petroleum Refinery 
Administration Building, now RADA

Crib Point State

165C10 The EsplanadeBritish Petroleum Western Port 
Refinery, former

Crib Point Local

165D11 The EsplanadeWoolley's Cool Room, Woolley's Beach off Crib Point Shire

191F6 Thomas RoadOrchard site  64 Red Hill Typical - Local

192B9 Thompsons LaneView to Western Port Bay Merricks Local

192C9 Thompsons LaneStonier's winery Merricks Typical

149C12 Thornells RoadCanary Island palm Tyabb East Typical - Local

149B12 Thornells Roadfarm house Tyabb East Typical

149C12 Thornells Roadfarm house, trees lot 1 Tyabb East Typical

195A2 Tingira PlaceTingira Memorial Crib Point Typical - Local

195A2 Tingira PlaceButchers shop Crib Point Typical - Local

191 K7 Tonkins RdFritsch property end Red Hill South Concealed

191K7 Tonkins RoadGainsborough Park  22 Red Hill South Concealed

162C5 Tubbarubba RoadHillside Orchards P/L Merricks North Typical

162C7 Tubbarubba RoadFarm house Merricks North Typical - Local

162C8 Tubbarubba RoadMonterey pine rows  19- Merricks North Typical - Local

162B9 Tubbarubba RoadScotsworth Farm out-building, former 
Carinya?

RMB60
90

Hastings West Typical

148 F5 Two Bays DriveTwo Bays house   9 Somerville State

149 Tyabb Tooradin RoadEarly route Moorooduc Typical - Local

149 J1 Tyabb Tooradin RoadOak, Bembridge golf course Somerville Typical - Local

149E8 Tyabb Tooradin RoadHouse  46 Tyabb East Typical

149 H4 Tyabb Tooradin RoadTree, farm house  94 Somerville Typical - Local

195 G12 VariesPt Leo to Watsons Inlet coastal 
landscape precinct

Pt Leo, 
Merricks, 
Balnarring, 
Somers, Bittern, 
Has

Regional

VariesLandscape views by noted artists Varies not assessed

195E5-
102G5

VariesFrankston to Stony Point Railway 
Precinct

Frankston to 
Stony Point

Shire
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Varies VariesPines and cypress rows Hastings 
district landscape precinct

Varies Shire

191B6-
192F9

variesBittern-Balnarring-Merricks-Red Hill 
Railway Precinct

Bittern-
Balnarring-
Merricks-Red Hill

Shire

191 VariesRed Hill & Upper Basaltic Slopes 
landscape

Red Hill Local

193 A5 Warrawee RoadWarrawee complex  87 Balnarring Regional

193B3 Warrawee RoadMonterey pines off Balnarring Typical - Local

193A5 Warrawee RoadFort Hill off Balnarring Local?

148 A5 Webb LaneCamberwell potteries Somerville Typical

148 A5 Webb Lanefarm house   5 Somerville Typical

148 A5 Webb Lanefarm house  22 Somerville Typical

148 A5 Webb LaneFarm complex  26 Somerville Typical

148 A4 Webb LaneMonterey pine rows verge Somerville Local

194F9 Wills RoadHouse   8 Somers Typical

194H3 Wilson AveHMAS Cerberus precinct off HMAS Cerberus State

164-5 Woolleys RoadWarringine Creek to Crib Point coastal 
landscape

Crib Point Local

165A7 Woolleys RoadHabitation site, Jacks Beach reserve off Bittern Typical - Local

165A7 Woolleys RoadJack's Tanning pit, Jacks Beach off Bittern Regional

165A7 Woolleys RoadJacks Beach natural landscape off Bittern Local

165D9 Woolleys RoadBP  Australia Ltd Western Port Refinery off Crib Point Shire

165 Woolleys RoadBittern coastal landscape off Bittern Contributory

149J8 Yaringa RoadGordon Rolfe Reserve off Tyabb East Typical

149J8 Yaringa RoadGordon Rolfe Reserve off Tyabb East Typical
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