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CHAPTER 1   INTRODUCTION 

1.1  Background 
The project is to prepare a Conservation Management Plan (CMP) for Ranelagh Estate at 
Mount Eliza on the Mornington Peninsula. The Ranelagh Estate was designed in 1924 by 
Walter Burley Griffin, collaborating with Marion Mahony Griffin and surveyor Saxil Tuxen, as 
an exclusive estate of holiday houses. In November 2007, the Mornington Peninsula Shire 
Council commissioned Context to prepare a CMP for the place, which was listed on the 
Victorian Heritage Register in May 2005. The CMP is intended to assist the local residents, 
Mornington Peninsula Shire Council, other statutory authorities, land owners and managers in 
the conservation of this important heritage place. 

1.2  Project objectives 
As defined by the project brief, the specific objectives for the CMP for the Ranelagh Estate are 
to:  

• Engender respect for the heritage values of Ranelagh Estate by the local community and 
land managers  

• Ensure that the importance of the Estate as both a distinctive local landscape and a 
significant heritage place is understood and its values conserved and promoted, both locally 
and at State level 

• Assist local residents and land managers to manage the values of the Estate in a co-ordinated 
manner and in accordance with heritage best-practice 

• Provide policies and guidelines to avoid or minimise impacts from new development and 
subdivision  

• Identify opportunities for the interpretation and presentation of the Estate to locals and 
visitors. 

1.3  Scope 
The CMP will provide a framework of policies, strategies, guidelines and actions for managing 
and conserving the identified historic (non-indigenous) cultural heritage values of the Ranelagh 
Estate. The project will also review and confirm the significant heritage values of the Estate at 
local and state levels. 

It will address a number of specific topics and issues identified in the project brief. These are:  

• The impact of and pressures from new residential development and subdivision on the 
original design intent of the Estate  

• The management of street trees, verges, and landscaped islands, particularly key avenue 
plantings – that management (well-intended) is uncoordinated and conducted without 
understanding the values of the place. 

• Ownership and management of internal reserves and their conservation and interpretation  

• The presentation and interpretation of the Estate as both a distinctive local landscape and a 
significant heritage place  

• Improved understanding and presentation of the relationship between the commercial area 
of Mt Eliza and the Estate  

• Identification of further individual heritage places including significant trees and buildings 
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1.4 Study Area 
The study area is the Ranelagh Estate, Mount Eliza, as shown in the 1924 design plan. As 
shown in Figure 1.1 the Estate is bounded by the Nepean Highway, Earimil Creek, Port 
Phillip Bay, Canadian Bay Road and Mount Eliza Way. It also includes a small portion of land 
now owned by the Peninsula School (originally the Estate Golf Course) to the south of the 
Nepean Highway. The boundary of the study area is taken to be the centre of the bounding 
roads and the waterways.  

Note: The study area is not limited to the area registered by Heritage Victoria (roadways and 
reserves) but also includes private land within the Ranelagh Estate. 

Figure 1.1 The study area 
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Note that while the foreshore is technically outside the study area (not being included within 
the original estate boundary), the management of the Ranelagh Beach and foreshore are 
addressed to some extent in the management policies for Lot B which adjoins it. 

Regarding the continuing use of the term ‘Ranelagh Estate’, it is acknowledged that the term 
‘estate’ is in some ways an anachronism in that the area no longer functions under the original 
country club ownership/management system. However the origins of the area as a particular 
kind of ‘estate’ remain central to its ongoing character. Therefore, the term ‘Ranelagh Estate’, 
still in popular usage to describe the area, is retained throughout this plan. 

1.5  Project Methodology 

1.5.1   Method 
Development of the CMP has been based on the methodology contained in The Burra Charter: 
the Australia ICOMOS charter for places of cultural significance (1999). It has involved the 
gathering of site, documentary and oral evidence, confirmation of significance, and the 
development of policies. The key steps in the study process are shown in Figure 1.2. 

The method also responds to the brief for the CMP prepared by Mornington Peninsula Shire 
Council (MPSC) with assistance from the Ranelagh Advisory Group (RAG), a committee 
formed and operating under the auspices of the Shire and comprising representatives of the 
Estate’s land managers and local interest groups. The group prepared an issues paper (amended 
February 2007), identifying the management issues relevant to the public areas within the 
estate, with particular focus on each of the reserves. 

The estate was visited by the project team three times - in December 2007, February 2008 and 
April 2008 - during which times meetings with MPSC and the RAG were held, two rounds of 
community workshops conducted, and fieldwork undertaken. Community stakeholder groups 
consulted during the development of this CMP are listed in Appendix A. 

The first community workshops were held to review and confirm significance, and especially to 
gain an appreciation of how the local community valued the estate.  The second round of 
workshops provided an opportunity for the community to respond to the revised statement of 
significance prepared by the consultants and to develop a vision for the future management of 
the estate, including identifying policies and actions needed to achieve the vision. This work 
directly informed the development of the CMP. 

Field work was undertaken during all three visits. Each reserve was visited two to three times. 
The initial site orientation and field surveys were conducted with members of the RAG on 
Monday 10 and Tuesday 11 December 2007. Subsequent visits were made by the project team 
on Thursday 28 February 2008 and Monday and Tuesday 21-22 April 2008 with the National 
Trust of Australia (Victoria), Mornington Peninsula Branch. 

A technical workshop was also held on 14 April 2008 at Context with invited participants from 
Heritage Victoria, the National Trust of Australia (Victoria) and an academic from the 
University of Melbourne, Dr David Nichols. 
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Figure 1.2 - Project flowchart 
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1.5.2   Terminology 
The terminology used in this report is consistent with current heritage best practice, the 
including The Burra Charter (1999) and the Australian Natural Heritage Charter (Second 
edition).  

1.5.3   Limitations 
This project does not include a comprehensive identification of items of natural and 
indigenous cultural heritage value. 

Information on indigenous cultural heritage and natural heritage values is included in the 
historical overview and physical analysis, in order to better understand the range of heritage 
values embodied by Ranelagh. It is acknowledged that other management documents will be 
required to fully address the range of management issues related to native vegetation and 
indigenous cultural heritage values. 

The development of detailed policies and actions is not included in the brief. Policy 
development is at a level sufficient to guide planning decisions and identify further work 
required to develop the more detailed guideline and strategy documents needed by the MPSC 
in managing the estate.  

1.6  Sources consulted 
Documentary sources consulted in the preparation of this CMP are listed in references. 

A bibliography of historic documents provided by the RAG is at Appendix E.  

1.7  Acknowledgements 
The following people are acknowledged for their contributions to the preparation of this 
report: 

• The Ranelagh Advisory Group members for site orientation, documentary research, 
assistance with community workshops and support in many other ways throughout the 
project. 

• For helping to prepare the project brief, Professor Lou Sauer (Ranelagh Club) and Eric 
Judd (Bowling Club), as well as members of the RAG. 

• Participants at the February 2008 workshops on the community heritage values and social 
significance of the Ranelagh Estate; and also participants at the April 2008 workshops on 
developing a vision for the future management of the estate and also identifying the policies 
and actions needed to achieve the vision. 

• Heritage Victoria staff John Hawker and Anne Cahir; David Moloney from the National 
Trust of Victoria and David Nichols from the Faculty of Architecture, Building and 
Planning, University of Melbourne for assistance at a technical workshop held at Context 
offices in March 2008.  

• Peter Holloway of the National Trust of Victoria, Mornington Peninsula Branch, for 
assistance with identifying places of potential architectural significance on the Ranelagh 
Estate.  

• Arboricultural Supervisor for MPSC, Otto Leenstra. 

• Martin Massey and Nadia Doll of the Peninsula School for a site visit and photographs of 
the former Ranelagh Estate Golf Course.  
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1.8 Project management and project team 

Steering Committee 
The project has been overseen by a Steering Committee comprising: 

• Simon Lloyd, Strategic Planner Heritage & Urban Design, MPSC 

• Lorraine Huddle, MPSC Heritage Adviser; and  

• Members of the Ranelagh Advisory Group (see below).  

Ranelagh Advisory Group (RAG) 
Lucinda Bakhach (Chamber of Commerce)  

Meg Breidahl (individual)  

Diane Dick (Lot D Group)  

Peter Greer (Ranelagh Residents’ Association) 

Ian Dick (Ranelagh Club) 

Jenelle Curtin (individual). 

Project Team 
The project team comprises: 

Context Pty Ltd 

Sandy Blair (Project Manager) 

Christina Dyson 

David Helms 
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CHAPTER 2   HISTORICAL OVERVIEW 

2.1 Introduction 
The following history provides an overview of the development of Ranelagh Estate and the key 
themes that have shaped its historical evolution and formed its unique sense of place, landscape 
and community.  

These themes briefly trace the earliest Aboriginal connections and the making of the natural 
landscape setting, as this has been a strong continuing element in the environmental 
significance of the Ranelagh Estate. The layers of European history in the settled landscape of 
Ranelagh Estate and its connections to the broader history of the Mornington Peninsula also 
provide an important context for its development.  

The specific origins of the Ranelagh Estate as a miniature seaside garden suburb designed by 
internationally renowned architects, planners and designers, Walter Burley Griffin and Marion 
Mahony Griffin, in conjunction with Saxil Tuxen, an important figure in the history of the 
town planning profession in Victoria, is a major theme of the outline history which is crucial to 
understanding the heritage significance of the estate. This theme encompasses the role of the 
estate in the 1920s to 1950s modern movement in Australia, along with the influence in the 
estate’s development of Garden City planning and City Beautiful ideas prominent in the early 
town planning movement in Australia and internationally. 

These new planning ideas often had a social dimension, and the Griffins intended Ranelagh to 
be a place where a strong local community would be fostered and would evolve over time. This 
aspect of the estate’s history is a fascinating story which is told briefly through the limited 
historical sources available. Community activism, informed by a strong environmental ethic, 
has been a key factor in the protection of the estate’s unique character and it remains central to 
the local community today. 

2.2 Traces of Aboriginal connection 
The Aboriginal inhabitants of the Mornington Peninsula were of the Boonwurrung (or 
Bonurong) people of the Koolin nation and prior to European colonisation, they had lived in 
the area for thousands of years.1 In April 1802, the explorer Captain Mathew Flinders recorded 
his impressions of the nearby Arthur’s Seat area: 

…there were many marks of natives, such as deserted fireplaces and heaps of oyster shells; and 
upon the peninsula which forms the southern side of the port a smoke was rising but we did not 
see any of the people…2  

On the Ranelagh foreshore, members of the Tal Tal (or Taltal), a clan of the Boonwurrung 
group, camped and their middens remain today as evidence of past occupation.3 Historian 
Leslie Moorhead describes the activities of the Tal Tal as recorded by local settlers, and 
concludes that the Boonwurrung probably had a main arterial route down the centre of the 
Peninsula, with access tracks to their hunting, fishing and ceremonial grounds. She speculates 
that the Aboriginal preference for the coastal areas was because of the abundance of native 
game, shell fish and tuberous plants. 

In 1838, the British Government established the Aboriginal Protectorate system and John 
Thomas Smith, who was later to own ‘Nyora’, came to Port Phillip to take up an appointment 
as school master at the Church of England Mission Station for Aborigines. 

                                                      

1 Jill Barnard, Shire of Mornington Heritage Study Environmental History, in G. Butler, Shire of 
Mornington Heritage Study, Vol 2, 1994. 
2 Quoted in Leslie Moorhead, Mornington in the Wake of Flinders, Historical Survey1971, p. 21. 
3 Moorhead, 1971, p.30.  
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Until the 1840s, historical records indicate that Aboriginal people continued to live according 
to traditional culture and early accounts report limited interactions between the clans and 
initial settlers. From the 1840s, as settlers claimed more land for farming, local Aboriginal clans 
shared a fate of forced dislocation with most Aboriginal people in the settled districts.4  

The Boonwurrung people today retain a strong cultural connection to the area, its Aboriginal 
sites and landscapes. 

2.3 A natural landscape setting 
Ranelagh Estate is located at Mount Eliza, on the eastern shore of Port Phillip Bay. Leslie 
Moorhead describes the geology of the Shire of Mornington and how the ‘reddish brown cliffs, 
the coastal plain and the granite outcrops of Mount Eliza and Mount Martha’ had their 
beginnings some four hundred million years ago.5  

Mount Eliza at its highest point is 600 feet above sea level. The country between the mountain 
and the coast is made up of later tertiary deposits and forms an undulating surface, broken here 
and there by valleys of several watercourses which drain into the Bay.  

The Baxter formation, an ancient sedimentary deposit, is exposed at the north end of Ranelagh 
Beach, forming a geological feature of State significance.6 

While the soil is predominantly light and shallow, in the 1920s many species of Eucalyptus, 
Casuarina, Banksia and Acacia and other trees as well as native heath and innumerable wild 
flowers grew in the locality.7 

In the 1924 advertising prospectus promoting the estate to potential Melbourne buyers, J S 
Macdonald describes Ranelagh as: ‘situated on the high land which springs out of the sea with 
picturesque suddenness between Frankston and Mornington, in the shape of red timber-
topped cliffs whose skirts are edged with clean beaches’.8 The photographs included in the 
prospectus give an impression of predominantly agricultural land, with thick patches of 
remnant native vegetation and sweeping views to the sea.  

The dominant indigenous vegetation has been identified as Leptospermum laevigtum (Coast Ti-
tree), Allocasuarina verticillata (Weeping She-oak) and Banksia integrifolia (Coast Banksia). 
These are described in the prospectus as ‘ti-tree, she-oak and honeysuckle’.9 On the higher 
slopes, scattered Eucalyptus viminalis, E. oblique and E. radiate were common, remnants of the 
dry sclerophyll open forest that once covered the central portion of the Mornington Peninsula. 

The estate provided bay views and beyond to Mount Macedon and the You Yangs. According 
to the prospectus, ‘from the highest point at the entrance to the estate (opposite where the new 
cut-off road from Frankston rejoins the Point Nepean Road on its way to Mornington) there 
was a fall to sea-level of 300 feet, which provided extensive sea views from every block’. Near 
the main road at the top of the estate, a number of mature eucalypts gave the appearance of ‘a 
beautiful grassy glade with scattered eucalypts giving it the quality of a private park falling 
gently to the sea’.10 

                                                      

4 Moorhead, 1971, pp.29-37. 
5 Moorhead, 1971, p. 233. 
6 Neville Rosengren, ‘Sites of Geological and Geomorphological Significance on the Coast of Port 
Phillip Bay’, 1988  
7 Mount Eliza Progress Association 1926 and Mount Eliza Community Association 1985, The Early 
History of Mount Eliza on the Mornington Peninsula. 
8 Ranelagh, Frankston, advertising prospectus, H V Palmer and Co, circa 1925. 
9 National Trust of Australia listing for Ranelagh Estate at 
www.nattrust.com.au//register/viewreg.cfm?register_id=16777. 
10 The Australian Home Builder, August 15, 1924, pp. 26-27. 
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The prospectus also pictured ‘Nyora’ house and gardens which pre-dated the estate, which was 
to be used as a guest house.(Subsequently renamed ‘Ranelagh House’, refer Figure 2.1) This 
would set the tone for the view of the estate from the sea, with its ‘gardened slopes, ending in 
ruddy, ti-tree topped cliffs, rising from gleaming cream-coloured sands’.11 

Jane Hildebrant, who grew up at Ranelagh in the 1950s and 60s, believed that in designing the 
estate according to the natural contours of the land, Griffin successfully kept the rural feeling, 
natural beauty and interesting terrain. By laying out the estate at right angles to the coast 
between the Ballar and Earimil Creeks, Griffin was able to retain the natural drainage pattern 
and much of the remnant indigenous vegetation. The curve of the internal estate roads 
followed the hills and valleys of the farmlands. The protection of the beachfront by a foreshore 
reserve meant that the indigenous vegetation was also retained along the coastline. Jane 
remembers that her mother was a founding member of Mount Eliza Association for 
Environmental Care (MEAFEC) and together with other residents worked tirelessly pulling 
Boneseed (Chrysanthemoides monilifera ssp. monilifera  -now a declared weed of national 
significance) from the cliffs and re-planting indigenous native species.12 

Today, as described in the registration by the National Trust, Ranelagh Estate forms part of the 
southerly limit of Melbourne’s suburban development on the Mornington Peninsula. Several 
large country residences to the south of Ranelagh, including ‘Sunnyside’, ‘Manyung’, ‘Norman 
Lodge’ and ‘Beleura’, are a reminder of the once prevailing agricultural land use. 

More specifically, the Ranelagh Estate consists of approximately 280 acres running at right 
angles from the coast, a legacy of the topography of the streams running into the bay. These 
streams were used as boundaries in the 1854 subdivision (see below). The north-eastern 
boundary is formed by Canadian Bay Road (until 1995 the municipal boundary between the 
City of Frankston and Shire of Mornington) and Mount Eliza Way, while the south-western 
boundary is formed by the Earimil Creek (now Jessie White Reserve). Port Phillip Bay, in this 
vicinity known as Ranelagh Beach, forms the north-western boundary. The beach frontage is 
protected by a reservation for public purposes, 99 feet in width from the high water mark. The 
cliffs flanking the beach are high and partially vegetated. A rocky promontory divides Half 
Moon Bay from the more southerly Ranelagh Beach.13 

2.4 A settled landscape with layers of history 

2.4.1   Early European settlement 
In the 1840s, the land between Mount Martha and Mount Eliza was held under pastoral 
licences by the first settlers in the region, Alexander Balcombe and the Hunter brothers. After 
1847, pre-emptive rights allowed them to purchase part of their holdings and the remainder of 
the land was surveyed into allotments for sale as unoccupied crown land.14 The Parish of 
Moorooduc was surveyed in 1854, and creeks running inland from Port Phillip Bay formed the 
boundaries of ten lots with bay frontage. The first purchase of land in Mount Eliza was of 
Allotment 1 in the Parish of Moorooduc, consisting of 282 acres sold to John Thomas Smith 
on the 12th January 1855.15  

                                                      

11 Ranelagh, Frankston, advertising prospectus. 
12 Jane Hildebrant, A Short History of Ranelagh Estate: Memories of Growing Up in Ranelagh in 
the 50s and 60s, October 1999, p.7 (unpublished paper in possession of Meg Breidahl). 
13 National Trust of Australia listing of Ranelagh Estate. 
14 Moorhead, 1971, p. 47. 
15 National Trust of Australia (Victoria) Classification Files G13010, L392, 1997. 
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Ranelagh House,
c.1940- 1960

 

[SLV Accession 
Number: 
H32492/7235 
Image Number: 
rg007133]

Figure
2.1

On this land that would later form part of Ranelagh, Smith established a small farm and a 
summer residence known as ‘Nyora’ (now ‘Ranelagh House’, 29-35 Rosserdale Crescent) A 
small dwelling that preceded the construction of ‘Nyora’ was initially occupied by Smith’s 
overseer, Knight until 1859, then by the Wells family.16 Smith and Henry Wells began to 
cultivate the land, growing wheat and planting a vineyard.17 �e lifestyle and scenic views 
attracted Smith to become a more permanent resident and he set about building the first part 
of ‘Nyora’ for his own use.18  Smith was Mayor of the City of Melbourne seven times between 
1851and 1864. He also established Melbourne’s first benevolent asylum and was a member of 
the first Legislative Assembly of Victoria.  

When Sydney Smith inherited his father’s estate he added to ‘Nyora’, beginning in 1888. It 
then passed to Grice in 1892, then James Liddell Purves, a renowned barrister, before being 
purchased by Henry Slaney, a successful merchant, in 1904. Until his death in 1923, Slaney 
continued to run the place as a rural estate where sheep were pastured, as well as using it as a 
holiday home.19 As well, wattle bark was stripped on the estate and sold for use by the local 
tanneries. After serving as the Ranelagh Guest House, ‘Nyora’ became the home of another 
prominent businessman, builder and property developer, Sir Albert Jennings. It remains in the 
Jennings family today. 

2.4.2   Development of a seaside resort 
�e scenic coastal vistas enticed others from Melbourne’s elite to establish holiday houses or 
take up permanent residence on the Mornington Peninsula. �e Newsletter of Australasia in 
June 1858 patriotically described its attractions as the ‘…charming and varied shores and scenes 
of marine beauty which challenge the far-famed Bay of Naples’    .         20       

A major advantage of Mornington as a holiday resort in both the nineteenth and twentieth 
century has been the ease of access to the city of Melbourne, with Bay steamers or daily 
coaches.21 �e cliffs between Frankston and Mornington became favoured spots for Melbourne 
gentlemen to establish their summer houses in the nineteenth century, and this trend was 
carried into the twentieth and twenty-first centuries. 

                                                     
16 Hunter Rogers, �e Early History of th   e Mornington Peninsula        , 3           rd        ed, Melbourne 1966, p 81. 
17 L. Moorhead, ‘Draft history of Ranelagh’, n.d. local history collection, Frankston Library. 
18 H. Rogers, �e Early History of the Mornington Peninsula         , 1960. p 83. 
19 Moorhead, ‘Draft history of Ranelagh’, p2. 
20 Newsletter of Australasia    , June 1858, quoted in Moorhead, 1971, p.75.  
21 Barnard, Shire of Mornington Heritage Study Environmental History            , 1994, p. 14. 
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Even so, up until the 1920s, the area remained sparsely populated, as local historian Leslie 
Moorhead describes: 

Apart from the families who occupied the great houses, spaced almost regularly along the 
coastline, and the domestic and outdoor staff which they employed, the population of Mt Eliza 
consisted of only a few small farmers, fishermen and seasonal workers, even too poor to maintain 
a rural school.22  

Moorhead juxtaposes this description with a somewhat more picturesque rural scene: 

…They were comfortable little homesteads, each with its orchard and garden; a great part of the 
land under cultivation, wheat-growing being not uncommon; a few cattle grazed and everyone 
had horses.23  

The rural character remained intact until the mid 1920s, when improvements to local roads 
and transport services led to a second phase of settlement. The railway, which had reached 
Frankston in 1882 and Mornington in 1889, was electrified as far as Frankston in 1922, 
speeding up the journey from Melbourne to the Peninsula. By the 1920s motor cars were also 
more commonplace, and there were many garages and hire car services. Mornington shared the 
boom economy of the early 1920s, with private estates providing 3,000 building blocks in 
1922.24 Local attractions included bathing beaches, croquet clubs, bowling clubs, a new golf 
club and many parks including Mornington Park, gazetted as a public park in 1863 and a 
much-loved picnic spot.25  

Significantly, the picturesque Nyora Estate now had considerable commercial potential, such 
that it attracted timber merchant and investor, John E. Taylor, who together with fellow 
timber merchant Australia Sharp, founded a development company, Sequoia Pty Ltd, and 
purchased the Nyora Estate in 1922. By 1924, the company owned 770 acres, consisting of 
Nyora Estate and adjacent allotments, as the basis for establishing Ranelagh.26 

2.4.3   Origins of Ranelagh Estate 
Following its purchase and amalgamation with the adjoining land running down to Port 
Phillip Bay, the Nyora Estate was renamed Ranelagh Estate - said to be named after the 
eighteenth century English ‘Ranelagh Gardens’ at Chelsea, then just outside London, and a 
fashionable ‘out of London’ holiday resort.27 Certainly the street names of the estate, most of 
them (for reasons that are not explained) beginning with ‘R’ or ‘W’, echo street names used in 
various parts of Britain. The company planned to subdivide its now extensive holdings.  

Historian of early town planning and the Griffins, David Nichols, has suggested that the 
choice of the name Sequoia, with its connections to the early ‘back-to-nature’ movement, the 
establishment of one of the first national parks in the USA and the protection of the Sequoia 
washingtoniana by Act of Congress in 1909, is an indication that Taylor and Sharp were eager 
to identify their venture with social movements dedicated to the preservation and enjoyment of 
the natural landscape and flora.28  

Perhaps this is also why Walter Burley Griffin was approached to design the estate. Griffin 
scholar, Peter Harrison, also believes that land subdividers took advantage of Griffin’s talent 

                                                      

22 Moorhead, ‘Draft History of Ranelagh’, p. 2. 
23 The Mt Eliza Progress Association, 1926, and the Mt Eliza Community Association 1985 The 
Early History of Mount Eliza on the Mornington Peninsula, p. 15. 
24 Moorhead, 1971, p191. 
25 Barnard, 1994, p.18 
26 Moorhead, ‘Draft history of Ranelagh’, p.2. 
27 Moorhead, ‘ Draft history of Ranelagh’, p. 2; Marie McMahon, ‘The Story of the Ranelagh Estate 
(Nyora) and of the Ranelagh Club of Mount Eliza’, October 1996, p.4. 
28 David Nichols, Ranelagh Estate, Mt Eliza, in nomination of Ranelagh Estate to the Victorian 
Heritage Register, 2004, p. 5. 
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and reputation as the Federal Capital Director and winner of the competition to design a plan 
for the Federal Capital of Canberra to promote the sales of what were for the most part 
premature subdivisions.29  

The design plan for Ranelagh, by ‘Walter Burley Griffin, Landscape Architect’ and ‘Saxil 
Tuxen, Surveyor’, dated 1924, survives (see Figure 3.1 on page 30).30 The subdivision 
plan/sales poster (see Figure 2.2) shows 795 blocks and was planned to take advantage of the 
natural contours of the site. The estate had a minimum of intersections and a main through 
boulevard of 100 feet width. Every block was to have a view of the sea and the estate contained 
13 private reserves and parks, including space for cricket grounds, croquet greens, tennis 
courts, a polo ground, adjoining golf course and play ground.31 The estate included a small 
sheltered beach, and aimed to retain as much existing vegetation as possible. A number of 
smaller blocks at the entrance to the estate were intended for commercial uses such as shops, so 
the estate would be self-sufficient.32 

In this CMP the 1924 plan by Griffin and Tuxen is referred to as ‘the design plan’ and 
the subsequent subdivision plan as ‘the subdivision plan’.  

 

                                                      

29 Peter Harrison, Walter Burley Griffin: Landscape Architect, Canberra 1995, p. 57.  
30 Ranelagh, Mornington Parish, Victoria, Walter Burley Griffin Landscape Architect, Saxil Tuxon, 
Surveyor, Glass slide of original held by National Library of Australia, Eric Milton Nicholls 
collection [picture], nla.pic-vn3603884-s217. 
31 Barnard, Shire of Mornington Heritage Study Environmental History, 1994, p.18. 
32 Barnard, 1994, p.18. 
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Original Ranelagh Sales 
Poster 

 

[Ranelagh Residents' 
Association] 

 

Figure 
2.2 

 

 

Ranelagh was to be both a seaside resort and a country club, based on the model popular at 
that time in the USA. The country club aspect was an early experiment in bringing such 
arrangements to Australia.33 At the same time as the Griffins and Tuxen were designing the 
physical elements of Ranelagh, Taylor was setting up the social foundations of the Estate. The 
Ranelagh Club was incorporated on the 14th July 1926 under the Companies Act 191534 and 
held its first meeting at Scotts Hotel on 18th August 1926, with General Blamey taking the 
chair.35 The club was to be the communal focus of Ranelagh with each purchaser of a 
residential lot automatically becoming a member. The club was to also be the controlling body 
for the recreational facilities, parks and reserves and it was intended that after the sale of 600 

                                                      

33 Nichols, 2004, p 5. 
34 National Trust of Australia (Victoria) Classification Files G13010, L392, 1997. 
35 Ranelagh Club meeting minutes held by Ranelagh Club. 
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lots these were to be transferred to the club so that eventually they would become the joint 
property of the purchasers.36  

‘Nyora’ homestead, renamed ‘Ranelagh’, was included in the estate as a ‘first class’ guest house, 
which would supply meals to residents of the estate. The Ranelagh Guest House was to be 
open only to residents and also to be the headquarters of the Ranelagh Club, membership of 
which was available only to purchasers of land on the estate. The exclusive nature of the estate 
was emphasized by a gateway at its entrance, which, even in the 1960s, the members of the 
Ranelagh Club resisted pulling down.37  

The subdivision plan was lodged in March 1924, approved by Mornington Shire in April 1924 
and the Titles Office in 1925. Land sales commenced in early 1925.38  

2.4.4   The Griffins, Tuxen and Ranelagh 
Chicago-born architects, Walter Burley Griffin and Marion Mahony Griffin, are leading 
figures in twentieth century architectural history whose work was infused with progressive 
environmental and philosophical ideals, evident in such town planning projects as Canberra in 
the Australian Capital Territory, Leeton in New South Wales, Castlecrag in Sydney and the 
Ranelagh Estate in Victoria.39 At the time they were operating their architectural practice in 
Melbourne and Sydney, having already established their reputation with their winning design 
for the nation’s new capital, Canberra.  

 

Marion Mahony Griffin 
and Walter Burley Griffin 
gardening in the backyard 
of "Pholiota", Heidelberg, 
Victoria, 1918 [nla.pic-

an24429941  

 

Figure 
2.3 

 

 

                                                      

36 National Trust of Australia (Victoria) Classification Files G13010, L392, 1997. 
37 Barnard, 1994, p. 18. 
38 Information held by Peter Greer indicates that a land transaction involving his grandfather took 
place in 1925. 
39 Victorian Heritage Register entry for Ranelagh Estate, H1605. 
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Figure 
2.3 

 

Having recently designed Mount Eagle Estate and Glenard Estate at Heidelberg in Melbourne, 
the Griffins were in the vanguard of the Modernist design movement in Australia. Marion is 
recognised as having closely collaborated on the projects undertaken by her husband.40 With 
the popular success of these estates, Sequoia Pty Ltd commissioned Griffin to design the 
Ranelagh Estate in 1924. 

Their collaborator, Saxil Tuxen, was an established surveyor and planner and a founding 
member of the Victorian Town Planning Association. Tuxen was an important local exponent 
of Garden City planning principles, which he introduced into his designs of numerous 
subdivisions including the Merrilands and Leslie Estates in Reservoir, which have reservations 
for waterways and internal reserves, features used at Ranelagh. Tuxen’s other subdivisions on 
the Mornington Peninsula are believed to include the Palm Beach estate at Somers (c1925), 
characterised by a symmetrical street layout around a central diamond-shaped square.41  

Tuxen’s father, P V Tuxen, laid out the (unrealised) Mount Martha Estate of 1890, regarded 
by some as a precursor to Ranelagh.42 Between 1923 and 1929, Tuxen worked for Melbourne’s 
Metropolitan Town Planning Commission (MTPC), a pioneering metropolitan planning 
agency in Australian planning history which produced an influential report on the future of 
Melbourne in 1925.43  

The respective roles of the Griffins and Tuxen in the design of Ranelagh are discussed in 
Chapter 3. 

                                                      

40 M Walker et al, Building for Nature. Walter Burley Griffin and Castlecrag, Walter Burley Griffin Society 
1994, p 29. 
41 G. Butler, Hastings District Heritage Study, 2001, p 219. 
42 G. Butler, Shire of Mornington Heritage Study, 1994, p114 
43 R. Freestone and M. Grubb, ‘The Melbourne Metropolitan Town Planning Commission, 1922-
30’, in Journal of Australian Studies, June 1998. 
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Figure 
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According to Nichols, the suburban subdivisions by the Griffins were the Glenard Estate in 
1914, the Summit (Mount Eagle) Estate in 1915, the Blue Hill Estate at Croydon in 1921, the 
Castlecrag estate in 1921, the Ranelagh Estate in 1924 and the Milleara estates 1926-9. All of 
these estates, designed for various private entrepreneurs, were at least partially completed. Of 
the six estates, Ranelagh and Castlecrag are the only two created with infrastructure designed to 
foster a particular kind of community spirit – in Ranelagh’s case, the country club 
environment. Ranelagh is the Griffin’s only known design dedicated to holiday homes. It is 
also, in Nichols’ view, one of their most visually arresting designs and (together with the better 
known Castlecrag and the Eaglemont estates) substantially intact.44 

The Griffins’ suburban estates have a number of important similarities identified by Nichols 
which link back to their personal philosophies of the importance of natural environment and 
space in fostering community spirit and spiritual well-being. These include the provision of 
curvilinear roads, ‘internal reserve’ spaces behind housing, a hierarchy of roads, and the 
retention of natural bushland wherever possible – in contrast to the prevailing practice of land 
clearing ahead of subdivision at the time the Griffins were working.45 These ideas are discussed 
in more detail in Section 2.6. 

2.4.5   ‘A summer base’ - Seaside living at Ranelagh (1920s-1950s) 
From 1925, land sales at Ranelagh were slow and the original concept was altered in June 1928 
when the Club was forced, for financial reasons, to extend its membership beyond landholders. 
Nichols argues that while this decision had little impact in the short term, it proved to be the 
first of a number of retreats from the original concept: the Club’s decision that members would 
be free to invite outsiders to join was followed much later by an amendment to allow anyone 
within Mount Eliza to join, and then it was altered again to allow applications from a wider 
area.46 This set the scene for the divergence between the Club’s interests and those of local 
residents described in Sections 2.7 & 2.8. 

                                                      

44 Nichols, 2004, p.12. 
45 Walker, 1994. 
46 Nichols, 2004, p. 10. 
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Like many of the ambitious town-planned estates of the interwar years, Ranelagh was slow to 
develop, affected firstly by the onset of the Depression of the 1930s and then the war which 
followed. While many blocks had been sold by 1939, especially those closest to the beach in 
the northern section of the estate (72% in LP 10718 sold by 1939), the middle section and the 
blocks furthest from the sea were slower to sell (41% in LP 10717 and 27% in LP 10716 sold 
by 1939 respectively).47 The number of purchases of multiple blocks, especially during the 
1930s and 1940s, also suggests a level of land speculation based on the expectation that prices 
would increase as Melbourne’s suburbs grew. 

 

Ranelagh Beach, ca. 
1940-c.1960 

 

[SLV Accession 
Number: 
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Figure 
2.5 

 

Nevertheless, some houses were built during the late 1920s and 1930s. Early houses were 
clustered near the sea, and social life was centred there, with horse riding and the guest house, 
and in the middle estate, the early polo ground on Lot G (now Butler Reserve), and the grass 
tennis courts and club house (see also 2.4.5). In this period, the Club beautified the estate with 
plantings of street trees.48 

While it was hoped that houses on the estate would not be ‘nondescript seaside shacks’, the 
expectation was that they would be modest, rather than ‘extravagant buildings’, a summer base, 
rather than an all-year-round residence. Blocks were small, 700-800 square metres, with larger 
blocks on the curved corners of up to 1200 square metres, and purchasers were encouraged to 
buy two blocks, creating scope for the large gardens and mature trees that are such a feature of 
the estate. 

In keeping with the Griffin’s belief in community, it was suggested that houses could be kept 
small – a Griffin preference – because the residents would spend much of their time in the 
communal spaces – the various reserves, the beach and the club itself. According to historian 
David Nichols, the Griffin’s ideal of ‘unassuming houses embedded in natural landscape from 
which a sense of space could be projected into the wider vista’ found its first Australian 
expression in their small house at ‘Pholiota’ at Eaglemont; they continued to experiment with 
it at Castlecrag later in the 1920s.49  

                                                      

47 Land Transfers by Subdivision and Decade, work in progress by Meg Breidahl.  
48 Moorhead, Ranelagh, p.4; McMahon, 1996; Hildebrant, 1999, p. 5. Cuffley, Peter, Australian 
Houses of the 20s & 30s, 1989, p.85 –cites Art in Australia, 3rd Series No. 71. May 1938, p. 84. 
49 R Freestone and D Nichols, ‘Recreation, conservation and community; The secret suburban 
spaces of Walter Griffin and Marion Mahony Griffin’, Studies in Australian Garden History, Canberra 
2003, pp. 3-20. 
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However, many of the houses erected during the interwar era were more substantial residences 
in the fashionable picturesque styles of the time. Examples include the Tudor revival ‘Nyora’ 
(constructed c.1928) at 57 Rosserdale Crescent and the Georgian–revival ‘Hadlow’ (c.1935) at 
35 Rendlesham Avenue. Another notable house is the American Colonial inspired 
‘Summerslease’, 40-42 Rosserdale Crescent, designed by Percy Meldrum in 1933 for the 
Trenery family. ‘Summerslease’ was featured in the 1938 edition of ‘Art in Australia’ as 
showing ‘what a beautiful material weatherboard is in the hands of a capable designer’.50  

The widespread use of ‘historical’ styles of architecture at Ranelagh is ironic given that the 
Griffin’s philosophy was based on the ideal of modern architecture free from stylistic 
precedents. However, Ranelagh did attract architects whose modernist ideals were more in 
keeping with that of the Griffins. The architect Roy Grounds was responsible for two 
innovative early modernist houses. These were 35 Rannoch Avenue, (Grounds’ own house, 
known as ‘The Ship’), and 29 Rendlesham Avenue, built for Betty Ramsay (nee James) who 
Grounds later married. These were relaxed, casual designs for seaside living. Grounds also 
designed the tennis club house in 1937.51 It is no longer there. The importance of Ranelagh as 
a place where some of the earliest modernist houses in Melbourne and Australia were 
constructed is discussed later in this chapter. 

The late inter-war and early post-war era at Ranelagh is remembered as a time of house names, 
such as ‘Aramuta’, ‘Nithsdale’, ‘Four Winds’, ‘Wits End’ and ‘Summerslease’. Many houses by 
this time were hidden behind tall cypress hedges and had notable trees and gardens. 

A number of important people in a local and National context had associations with Ranelagh 
during this period – members of the Ranelagh Club included politician R.G. Menzies, later Sir 
Robert Menzies, Prime Minister of Australia and prominent architect Kingsley Anketell 
Henderson. Ranelagh also has literary associations – the novelist Neville Shute reputedly wrote 
‘On the Beach’ while he stayed as a house guest at 1 Rendlesham Avenue. The book was made 
into a movie in the 1950s, and some scenes were filmed at nearby Canadian Bay beach. 
General Blamey, another club member, is also reputed to have written his memoirs at 
‘Summerslease’ in a room above the garage.52 

Due to the impermanence of the population commercial facilities were limited. For many years 
there were only two shops at Mount Eliza on the Point Nepean Road, ‘Dunstan’s grocery 
store’, with two cypresses growing outside’ (one of which remains outside Safeways) and a 
‘mixed business and post office opposite’, with a huge covered concrete area in front where the 
bus stopped.53 A third store, constructed some distance from the village in 1922-3, survives on 
Mt Eliza Way towards the Nepean Highway. 

The Point Nepean Road (now Mt Eliza Way) meandered through Mt Eliza by the estate 
entrance until it was bypassed by the Nepean Highway in 1968. The entrance to Ranelagh was 
always a meeting place, where children congregated before and after school, buses and hire cars 
picked up passengers or dropped them off, providing connection to the Frankston Railway 
Station.  

2.4.6   Suburban development (1960s onwards) 
Holiday houses continued to be built in Ranelagh into the late 1950s and early 1960s. In the 
early 1960s, the Club built first a boathouse on the foreshore of Ranelagh beach, then a 
clubhouse on the cliff above it and the estate appeared to be finally taking shape in the way it 
was originally intended. However, some of the original reserves and playing fields that were the 

                                                      

50 Cuffley, Peter, Australian Houses of the 20s & 30s, 1989, p.85 – cites Art in Australia, 3rd Series 
No. 71. May 1938, p. 84.  
51 Barnard, 1994, p. 19. 
52 Information provided by the Ranelagh Advisory Group, April 2008. 
53 Barnard, p. 35; Moorhead, 1980, p 212.  
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property of the club were turned over to the Mornington Shire. One of the private parks 
became John H. Butler Reserve and the tennis courts became Mount Eliza Tennis Courts and 
Bowling Club. The Ranelagh Golf Course, designed by Dick Banks, was sold to the Peninsula 
School in 1959. The school opened in 1961. The opening days are documented by the school’s 
first photographer, Wolfgang Sievers. 

The changing character of the estate was reflected in the style and use of housing at Ranelagh. 
Rather than picturesque weekenders and holiday houses the 1960s and 1970s was characterised 
by housing designed for permanent occupancy. Since the 1990s, the trend to bigger houses, 
with less space for garden or mature trees, has changed the character of some parts of the estate, 
particularly in the older sections close to the Bay. 

Roads on the estate were not sealed until the 1970s, at the same time much of the housing was 
built in the middle and eastern parts of Ranelagh. Jane Hildebrant described this period as the 
‘end of an era, as gardens and houses were built in the empty paddocks, and trees planted 
around the estate’.54 One positive change was the bypass of the Nepean Highway, which has 
meant that the village character much valued by local residents has been retained. 

The cumulative effect of these changes has been to make Ranelagh increasingly suburban, and 
it has lost some of its original character as a seaside resort and country club estate. Some 
residents are concerned about the level of incremental change and the effect on the heritage of 
the Griffin plan.55 

2.5 A place of leisure 
The Ranelagh Estate was based on a ‘country club’ plan popular in the USA at that time.56 It 
was the first of two such developments by Taylor and Sharp, the other being Park Orchards, a 
hill resort in Melbourne’s north-east. Ranelagh was marketed as the creation of Walter Burley 
Griffin in collaboration with the surveyor Saxil Tuxen; Park Orchards was to be produced by 
Tuxen and Miller.57  It is not clear if the country club model was favoured by the Griffins, or 
the estate’s promoters. However, the idea of a self-regulating community which was part of the 
model certainly fitted with the Griffins’ ideal of community life. The idea of vesting the 
communal spaces in the Ranelagh Club, to which all residents of the estate would belong, was 
also an important feature of the country club model applied at Ranelagh. 

At once a seaside resort and country club, Ranelagh was envisaged as a place where 
Melbourne’s successful professional people would build their holiday houses, with plentiful 
recreational facilities, parks and internal reserves for the private enjoyment of the abutting 
owners provided: ‘all of the comforts of city living will be there, but not its drawbacks’, 
promised its advertising brochure, ‘and with the composite advantage only to be found in a 
locality that so happily unites the bush and the sea’.58  

While blocks in the subdivision were quite small, land purchasers were encouraged to buy two 
or more, thus keeping total estimated numbers to about 400. Those who purchased land 
automatically became members of the Ranelagh Club, now the recreation club at the northern 
beach end of the development. The former ‘Nyora’ house was to be a guest house leased by the 
club for use by members. The club was thus incorporated into the Ranelagh concept as the 
social and community hub.  

The promotional material prepared for the sale of land at Ranelagh Estate touted the benefits 
of an exclusive ‘sea-side resort’ in proximity to popular attractions of the Mornington 

                                                      

54 Hildebrant, 1999. 
55 Ranelagh Advisory Group, Briefing Notes, 2008. 
56 David Nichols, Post-war suburban ‘reconstruction’ and the democratized ‘frontier’ in the civic 
and recreational buildings of Beaumaris and Park Orchards’, in …2007, pp. 
57 Nichols, 2007, p. 6. 
58 Ranelagh, Frankston, advertising prospectus, H.V Palmer and Co, circa 1925 
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Peninsula, such as Sorrento and Phillip Island. The prospectus made much of the Griffin 
design, stating that ‘Mr Walter Burley Griffin has provided a plan that in the future will be a 
monument to his genius’.59  

Land at Ranelagh was not auctioned, but sold to approved customers. In keeping with the 
Griffin’s belief in community, it was suggested that houses could be kept small – a Griffin 
preference – because the residents would spend much of their time in the communal spaces – 
the various reserves, the beach and the club itself. According to historian David Nichols, the 
Griffin’s ideal of ‘unassuming houses embedded in natural landscape from which a sense of 
space could be projected into the wider vista’ found its first Australian expression in their small 
house at ‘Pholiota’ at Eaglemont; they continued to experiment with it at Castlecrag later in 
the 1920s.60  

In an article written in the Australian Home Builder, ‘Ranelagh – Miniature Seaside Garden 
City’, the exclusive facilities and aesthetic qualities of the estate were glowingly described: 

In a beautiful grassy glade with scattered eucalypts giving it the quality of a private park falling 
gently to the sea, Ranelagh, the new holiday club settlement for 400 professional men and their 
families at Mornington, promises to be a little gem of garden city planning. Every resident will 
have a block so situated that from his house he will have a view of the Bay through a lane of 
foliage. His holiday home will not be costly but it will be of equal quality, and no ugly shack or 
makeshift will be permitted to mar the surroundings. There are to be a club house, golf course, 
bowling green, croquet lawns, cricket ground, children’s playgrounds, parks and gardens and the 
residents will have access to lovely secluded beaches, with facilities for boating and fishing.61  

The success of Ranelagh as a holiday destination owed much to increasing car ownership and 
also the rise of golf as a popular sport. Jane Hildebrant, a resident in the 1950s and 60s, 
remembers that her father, a very keen golfer, played at the Ranelagh course, which was 
included in the original Griffin layout of the estate. Many professional men based their families 
at the estate for summer and commuted to the city to conduct their business. Jane remembers 
her father commuting to work in the City of Melbourne each day by the morning and evening 
train from Frankston - the 52 minute run in the evening provided just enough time to read the 
evening paper.62  She also remembers an American ranch-style entrance to the estate formed by 
two high poles connected by an overhead board. The fence to the gates was a favourite obstacle 
for horse jumping by the children of the estate. 

The holiday atmosphere of the estate diminished somewhat as the estate filled up with 
permanent residents from the 1960s and 1970s. In this period, the suburban boundaries of 
Melbourne expanded in a narrow band along the eastern coastline of Port Phillip Bay toward 
Frankston and beyond. The Ranelagh Club survived, though its membership expanded to 
include the local area and then residential restrictions were dropped altogether. Its later 
development is covered in Section 2.7. 

The Ranelagh Club, its facilities and landholdings, both current and former, throughout the 
Ranelagh Estate retain the ability to demonstrate many of the features of a country club estate 
in Victoria, dating from the inter-war period and based on American precedents. Even though 
the golf course provided for by the Griffin plan has gone, many other features remain intact, 
though sometimes no longer in the ownership of the club. 
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2.6 A place with strong links to early twentieth century planning 
ideals and the Melbourne modern movement 

2.6.1   The emergence of the garden suburb movement in Australia 
Historian of early town planning and Griffin expert, David Nichols, believes that Ranelagh 
Estate is one of the most important examples of 1920s ‘garden suburb’ styled planning in 
Australia. He argues that by the time the Griffins came to design what was their third 
Melbourne subdivision (ten years after the Mount Summit and Glenard estates) they were 
working with a public who clearly understood and engaged with many of the important 
principles of garden suburb design.63 

The ‘garden city’ was the image of the ideal urban environment in the 1910s and 1920s, used 
to ‘sell’ the idea of planned urban environments, rather than the ‘free-for-all’ approach in the 
years before town planning controls were established. For most early planners and the informed 
public it meant spaciousness, orderliness, parks, trees; ‘the planned community of happy 
homes’.64  

It was a reaction against the perceived evils of unplanned environments such as those of the 
early nineteenth century Rocks in Sydney, where the NSW Town Planning Association invited 
those with a ‘stout heart’ to see ; ‘the chaotic buildings, the higgledy piggledy streets’ and even 
worse, ‘the appearance of the dwellers in darkness...the degeneracy stamped on every face’. This 
reflected contemporary views that ‘man was the product of his environment’, and that the 
unsanitary, crowded and chaotic industrial suburbs common in the large cities of the western 
world were the direct cause of ‘moral and physical degeneracy’, even race decline.65 

According to popular views influenced by early twentieth century eugenics, ‘garden cities’ 
prevented such ‘race decay’. The ideal started with the ‘conservation of child life’ through the 
provision of recreational reserves for children to play in ‘fresh air, sunlight and uncrowded 
conditions’, ideas that were taken up strongly by the Griffins in their designs which included 
plentiful reserves and open space. They were also seen as a source of social stability in the post-
war world, ‘every garden city suburb ‘a pill box in the path of anarchy’.66 

These ideas were particularly influential in Melbourne in the 1920s, when planners and others 
mounted an active campaign for American style planning and against British town planning 
models. The key body was the Melbourne Metropolitan Town Planning Commission, a 
pioneering metropolitan planning agency in Australian planning history which promoted 
garden city principles and modernist planning in the American `city functional' style.67 

It is interesting to speculate on the influence of the Griffins (resident in Melbourne up until 
1924) on this movement; it is known that their collaborator in the design of Ranelagh, Saxil 
Tuxen, was engaged as a technical expert to the Melbourne Metropolitan Town Planning 
Commission and would have contributed to its landmark 1925 report espousing a Garden City 
based planning scheme for the metropolis. 

In the prosperous 1920s, according to Robert Freestone, with the emergence of an organised 
town planning movement in Australia and an intensive flow of information from overseas, the 
inspirational power of garden city was at its height. It also gained prominence in the post-war 
reconstruction period, as a promised solution to low standards of physical fitness exposed by 
the medical examination of young recruits for war service. In 1919 it was reported that 40% of 
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113,000 Victorians enlisting for war service were unfit.68 It was also a response to the post-war 
national housing shortage which was causing overcrowding and rising rents. 

‘Garden suburb’ and ‘garden city’ were used interchangeably in this period. According to John 
Sulman, a leading advocate of the movement in the 1920s, the defining features were: 

..the allocation of special quarters, or sites, for each kind of building, the absence of congestion of 
dwellings and their better arrangement, the ample provision of parks, playgrounds and open 
spaces, the planting with trees and grass of part of the width of the roads which are not required 
for traffic, and the provision of greater opportunities for social intercourse.’69 

Freestone distils the characteristically Australian elements from the blend of British and 
American planning thought that made up the garden city planning movement: 

• A community worthy of the garden city label was preferably a distinct physical and social 
entity, that is, a self-contained community with range of facilities for commercial and civil 
life available locally; e.g., parklands, playgrounds, schools, municipal buildings, sports 
grounds. 

• Public open space was a necessity for even the smallest subdivision, whether actively used 
for sport and games or passively reserved for walking and viewing. The standard of 10% of 
the subdivision as open space was (and to some extent still is) widely used. 

• The internal reserve situated at the rear of houses, with no vehicle access, was the most 
innovative type of open space advocated. Griffin referred to these reserves as his ‘preferred 
playgrounds’ because children could congregate ‘safe from motor traffic in the streets and 
within sight of their mothers’.  

• There was land use zoning such that homogeneous residential zones were created. 
Interestingly, opinion varied on the extent to which communities should be socially 
segregated. Many thought rigid social geography encouraged class conflict, and preferred a 
social mix. 

• A functional hierarchy of roads, such that main thoroughfares were sufficiently wide to 
carry traffic, yet residential streets need not be so wide. Long and straight streets were 
considered not aesthetically pleasing and a poor response to climate.  

• Curves were favoured – though some in the surveying profession had no time for them as 
mere decoration which increased the costs of installing public infrastructure and caused 
people to get lost in unnecessarily fancy street patterns.  

• Rounded street corners were preferred on the grounds of improved traffic safety and flow. 

• Garden city layouts avoided the gridiron subdivision common at the time and instead 
endorsed layouts of curvilinear streets and street patterns that followed the contours of the 
site.  

• A ‘happy home’ in the Australian context was most often a single family, detached dwelling, 
with ample yard space front and back. Front gardens were the real domestic showcase, and 
gardening was seen to encourage a love of beauty, neighbourliness and patriotism. 

• Beauty was an important element of garden city planning – in the 1910s the term was used 
interchangeable with ‘city beautiful’, though this concept influential in America at the time 
had a slightly different emphasis. Ideally, houses would be framed by foliage, with trees, 
shrubs and lawns, and private and public gardens merging into a park-like environment. 
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These principles complement the highly developed planning philosophy applied by the 
Griffins in their work. That is, the Griffins applied a highly sophisticated and original 
approach to design within the encompassing milieu of garden city principles and debate. In 
general terms, the distinctive town planning principles practised by the Griffins are 
characterised by Griffin scholar Donald Leslie Johnson as:  

• The Griffin’s personal insights into the theatrical potential of landscape;  

• ‘City Beautiful’ use of buildings to identify urban focus points or nodes; 

• a concern to clarify and define civic functions  and circulation;  

• Use of the space and form of the landscape in defining functions, locating precincts, and 
determining circulation routes.70 
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2.6.2   Ranelagh as an exemplar of the garden suburb movement 
The Ranelagh Estate embodies these various features – gently curved and semi-circular roads; 
incorporation of open space backing onto many allotments; incorporation of a dramatic coastal 
site. According to Nichols, Ranelagh streets, long and gently curving, appear designed to draw 
residents towards the beach and clubhouse area, where it was assumed they would spend most 
of their time.71 
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Though traffic islands were far from common in Australia at the time, the Griffins and Tuxen 
allowed ample room for their creation at their large and spacious intersections.  

As noted by Nichols a key element of ‘garden suburb’ design was the use of open space through 
internal reserves and parks. Robert Freestone regards internal reserves as: 

                                                      

71 Nichols, 2004, p.6. 



                RANELAGH ESTATE—CONSERVATION MANAGEMENT PLAN 

25 

Internal reserves are historically important as a physical record of the evolution of modern town 
planning thought. They capture the essence of the early planning mission, to nurture social 
advancement though the reshaping of urban space.72  

Internal reserves, providing communal open-space at the rear of housing and a recurring theme 
of the Griffins and much of Tuxen’s planning work after 1910, are strongly featured in the 
Ranelagh plan. Today many of them are treasured by surrounding residents.  

The Griffins arrived in Australia as the movement gained momentum in town planning and in 
popular conscience. The Australian Garden Suburb movement, and particularly, the use of 
internal reserves, complemented their personal design ethics and intent. They worked on 
imaginative and innovative ways to integrate transport modes, recreational facilities and other 
urban amenities with internal reserves, whilst utilising the reserves’ critical function in 
conservation. As Freestone further explains:  

…They (the Griffins) imagined various possibilities, from children's playgrounds through social 
centres and nature reserves to links in a whole intricate web of pedestrian ways calculated to bind 
communities together physically and socially. Specific options for particular reserves were usually 
vague; the Griffins believed that the community itself should determine actual uses.73 

Other planners saw the function of internal reserves as more utilitarian. Freestone notes that 
functions of internal reserves included providing safe recreational spaces, drainage or decreasing 
the ‘cost of utilities such as water mains and sewerage extensions’. 74 

However, use of internal reserves also brought issues such as long-term maintenance. By the 
early 1930s the Australian Garden Suburb movement was shifting away from the use of 
internal reserves, and they rarely feature after the depression.75 

Even at the height of their appeal, Freestone points out that garden city layouts were the 
exception rather than the norm. In 1924, the Victorian Town Planning Association 
complained bitterly: 

The old gridiron pattern still rules – monotonous rows of allotments, all of the same size; just 
large enough to comply with minimum requirements; no heed to contour lines, and no provision 
for reserves.’76 

According to Freestone, the garden city legacy has had an enduring effect on town planning in 
Australia and many of its concepts are now an accepted part of contemporary town planning 
practice. The debate that ensued around planning ideas and social goals also led to pressures for 
greater discussion of planning issues and controls over subdivision and building at the local 
government level. 

Ranelagh remains as an exemplar of the garden suburb movement in Australia and an 
important stage in the development of local town planning controls and practice. It is 
noteworthy that the Shire of Mornington was the first rural shire in Victoria to institute a town 
plan over the whole of its area in the 1940s and 1950s.77 

                                                      

72 Robert Freestone and David Nichols, ‘Internal parkland in early planned suburbs: from planning 
history to planning heritage’, in Jones, D (ed.)20th Century Heritage Our Recent Cultural Legacy, 2001 
Australia ICOMOS National Conference, 2001, Adelaide 2002, pp.396-405, p. 402. 
73 Robert Freestone and David Nichols, ‘Realising new Leisure opportunities for old urban parks: 
the internal reserve in Australia’, Landscape and Urban Planning, 68, 2004, pp 109-120, p.5 
74 Freestone and Nichols, 2004, p.115. 
75 Freestone and Nichols, 2004, p.115. 
76 R. Freestone, Model Communities The Garden City movement in Australia, Melbourne, 1989, p.203. 
77 Moorhead, 1980, p. 227. 
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2.6.3   Melbourne modern movement at Ranelagh 
Ranelagh as a focus for the emergence and development of the modern movement in 
architecture in Victoria is a fascinating aspect that needs more research. Slow development of 
the estate allowed for a wide range of architectural styles and periods to be reflected. Amongst 
these were the distinctive Modernist designs that emerged in the 1930s and were further 
developed in the 1940s and 50s.  

An early Modernist design following American precedents is the house at 21 Rosserdale 
Crescent, used for years as a dormitory for the Ranelagh Club Guest House. This was 
reputedly designed by Harold Desbrowe Annear, a leading Melbourne architect of the early 
twentieth century and who was regarded by Robyn Boyd as one of only four ‘twentieth century 
architects’ in the first half of that century.78 

Perhaps the most important example of Modernist architecture at Ranelagh (and for that 
matter in Victoria) is the beach house at 35 Rannoch Avenue, known as ‘The Ship’. It was 
designed by Roy Grounds in 1933 and built in 1934 for himself and his first wife Virginia. 
Grounds is regarded as a leader of Modernist architecture in Australia and is best known as the 
architect of the National Gallery of Victoria for which he was knighted.79 His design for ‘The 
Ship’ was praised for the economic approach to space within the house and such design 
features as sun porches opening from the living room, and placing the dining area within the 
living room. ‘The Ship’ is considered to be the earliest surviving house in Victoria to adopt the 
Modernist style.80  

Roy Grounds, Frederick Romberg and Robin Boyd, were also the partners of a prominent 
Melbourne architectural firm renowned for its contribution to the modernist movement in 
Victoria. All three architects are associated with Ranelagh Estate, through their design 
contribution or as residents. Number 29 Rendlesham Avenue was another beach house 
designed by Grounds for Betty Ramsay whom he subsequently married in 1941. In 1953 Betty 
Grounds sold the property to Roy’s then colleague Romberg, who also built the timber cottage 
at No. 31.81 Robin Boyd designed ‘Tal Tal’ at 51 Rannoch Avenue, which was constructed in 
1951. 

                                                      

78 Nichols, citing Boyd, Robin, ‘The Look of Australia’ in Peter Coleman (ed), Australian 
Civilization: a Symposium, 1961 (pp68-77), p.71 
79 RNE (the Ship).  
80 RNE (the Ship). 
81 L. Sweeney, ‘Stories abound in historic house’ in the Age, 19th August 2006. 
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Like Grounds, other architects who designed houses in the Mornington Peninsula in the 1930s 
and 1940s were praised for design approaches especially appropriate to seaside homes. In 1952, 
Robyn Boyd argued that the Mornington Peninsula, with its holiday mood, influenced 
architects to be freer and simpler in their approach to architectural design. Such approaches 
included taking full advantage of sunlight and the natural advantages of the sites, and 
combining living areas to give ‘a sense of casual spaciousness’. This was a place to build 
pleasant escapes from the city. 

Nichols notes that: 

These buildings, valuable in themselves, also signify the importance of the Ranelagh plan and 
concept to the area; some buildings were accommodated by the plan, some architects (for instance, 
Desbrowe Annear) may have been encouraged by the Griffins or Tuxen themselves, and 
architects of the post-war era may well have been attracted by the milieu created by the 
streetscape and spatial character.82 

Nichols concludes that through Boyd’s ‘advocacy and publicity’ the involvement of prominent 
architects earned Ranelagh the distinction of being described in a booklet produced as a guide 
to Melbourne’s architecture for the 1956 Olympic Games as the ‘birth place of Melbourne’s 
modern movement’83. It is said that numerous visitors came to the area each weekend to look at 
the modernist houses.84 

Ranelagh now contains a remarkable repository of modern architecture in the Mornington 
Peninsula, a region that after WWII was itself ‘to be renowned for the enthusiastic adoption of 
progressive styles in domestic architecture’.85 

2.7 A place enriched by community connections  
The social inter-mixing and community focus of Ranelagh has been a strong feature of the 
estate from the time it was established as a community settlement until the present. 

                                                      

82 David Nichols, 2004 p.p. 8-9. 
83 National Trust of Australia (Victoria) Classification Files G13010, L392, 1997; and quoted in 
Butler, 1994, p. 307., Nichols, 2004, p.8 
84 Barnard, 1980, p. 214. 
85 Heritage Victoria – Citation for VHR H1910 (The Ship, 35 Rannoch Avenue, Mount Eliza) 
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2.7.1   Ranelagh as an ideal of community living 
The Griffins were as interested in social and spiritual dimension of land planning as in the 
physical aspects of subdivision layout. They took up the idea of establishing an ideal 
community as embedded in early garden city concepts. The role of reserves and pedestrian 
pathways in promoting social inter-mixing and a sense of neighbourhood became a focus of 
much of this thinking. According to Freestone and Nichols, ‘they capture the essence of the 
early planning mission, to nurture social advancement through the reshaping of urban 
space…as a new zone between the domain of the private home and the wider world, they set 
the stage for neighbourhood congregation, interaction and support’86. These aspects of 
Ranelagh have had an enduring effect on the residents of the estate over time. Many of the 
reserves today reflect a genuine community interest and spirit developed across generations. 

The Griffins envisaged the social character of the estate as a cohesive, self-contained 
community, working co-operatively to shape the future of the estate. The Griffin plan included 
provision for the range of recreational and community facilities required for self-sufficiency. 
Only the most urgent of utilities, such as electric light and water connection, were immediately 
available. An ideal community such as Griffin envisaged would determine at any particular 
time precisely what they needed and how to secure such facilities across the estate. This is in 
fact what has happened over the years, with the local community gaining an enviable 
reputation for activism (also see Section 2.8). 

The original social composition of the estate was of reasonably affluent professional people 
such as those who formed the committee of the early Ranelagh Club, including politician R G 
Menzies and prominent Melbourne architect Kingsley Anketell Henderson. The early 
promotional material produced by Sequoia Pty ltd certainly suggests that the target market was 
Melbourne’s leading professional men and their families. The development company indicated 
their intent to exercise a ‘certain amount of discrimination in selling lots in the hope that 
professional men and other approved persons would be attracted'87, and this succeeded initially, 
though the social composition of the estate became more mixed over time. 

The social hub of the community was originally intended to be the Ranelagh Club, based on 
an American country-club model. The club was incorporated on 14 July 1926, and all reserves, 
including road reserves, were to be transferred to the club after the sale of 600 lots. All 
purchasers of lots on the estate automatically became members of the club, and 10 pounds was 
to be paid to the club on purchase of the land.  

‘Ranelagh House’ (the former ‘Nyora’) was leased by the Ranelagh Club and was operated as a 
guest house until the 1950s (from 1959 it was the home of Melbourne developer A.V. 
Jennings). An early resident of the Estate, Mr L.J. Bradbury recalled the year 1928:  

…when there were two stores at "Nyora Corner" near the entrance to "Nyora"…The homestead 
was used as a guest house, and the grounds around it were a select housing estate open only to 
members of the Ranelagh Country Club. A man was stationed at the gates to keep out 
unauthorised visitors. No picnic parties were allowed in and everyone who passed through the 
gates had to be a member of the club, or known to a member.88 

In 1947, the title for the public open spaces including the numerous reserves and road reserves 
was finally transferred from Sequoia Pty Ltd to the Ranelagh Club. The transfer had been 
delayed by recurrent crises in the club’s finances as it attempted to establish itself in lean years 
before the estate was fully settled. 

Even so, the Ranelagh Club was a social focus in the 1940s and 1950s. Social life as it evolved 
on the estate is captured in the memoirs of resident Jane Hildebrant:  

                                                      

86 Freestone and Nichols, 2001, p.402. 
87 P. Brown, Nomination to Heritage Victoria, 2004, p. 6. 
88 L. Moorhead, 1971, p. 212. 
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The 40s, 50s and 60s was the era of house names… We knew the houses by their names, not 
numbers, and the places were more readily located by the houses and their owners…Ranelagh 
Beach was our "Mecca", summer and winter. The old clubhouse which was burnt down one Guy 
Fawkes' night under suspicious circumstances was an informal meeting place for the local 
teenagers. In winter, we played continuous games of table tennis after school and on 
weekends…downstairs the members kept their boats.89 

There were various club houses over the first thirty to forty years. First, a room or two in the 
Ranelagh Club Guest House, a favoured place for formal afternoon tea and which also housed 
the popular monthly dances at full moon. At this time, beach activities were focused on the 
club boathouse referred to by Jane Hildebrant above. With the Guest House later owned 
privately, the Club’s busy social life in the 1950s and 60s was divided between the clubroom 
attached to the caretaker’s house at the lawn tennis courts and the beach for sailing. Long term 
residents describe the Club activities then, especially sports, parties and dances combined with 
fund raising for the new clubhouse, as vibrant and the focus for the social lives of many.  

Since the building of club facilities and tennis courts on Lot B above Ranelagh Beach, and the 
widening of the geographical base for membership, enthusiasm has waxed and waned but 
membership is currently high with increasing support again from the Ranelagh community. 
The club abounds with keen tennis players, sailors, fishermen and beach lovers. Modern 
cuisine replaces the do-it-yourself barbecues and afternoon tea on the terrace and social events 
are for members throughout the year. The original idea of Ranelagh has evolved with time.90 

2.7.2   Lobbying for community facilities 
In the 1950s, the Ranelagh Resident’s Association was formed. An early secretary of the 
Association was Marjorie Butler (sister to John H. Butler, see below). The Association lobbied 
the Mornington Shire on road construction, petitioned against formal footpaths, and fought 
against unit development and development proposals for some of the internal reserves. The 
Association has a long history of protecting the Griffin qualities of the estate and remains active 
on planning and environmental issues today. 

As the Ranelagh community has evolved over time it has worked actively on a range of issues. 
In the late 1940s, a committee was established to raise money to establish a kindergarten on the 
estate, holding Scottish dancing nights and other activities to eventually match the government 
funding so the building could proceed.91 In 1955 Mornington Shire progressively acquired Lots 
557-558, and by 1961 it owned lots 559-562. The Mount Eliza Preschool and Infant Welfare 
Centre, designed by Chancellor & Patrick, officially opened on 18 June 1955. It was situated 
on Lot 557. A play room extension was added in 1965, which was situated on lot 558. This 
suggests that there were sufficient residents on the estate even at this stage to support its 
operation. 

                                                      

89 J. Hildebrant, Memories of Growing Up in Ranelagh in the 50s ad 60s, 1999. 
90 Personal recollections collected by Meg Breidahl, 2008. 
91 Meg Breidahl, interview with estate resident Maxine Brown, February 2008. 
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In 1961, the Mornington Shire purchased Lot G, one of the original internal reserves. In 1969, 
Lot G was named the John H. Butler Reserve after the Mayor of Mornington Shire. In 1970-
71, the roads in the Ranelagh Estate were sealed. At this time, land was resumed from the John 
H. Butler reserve for car parking to the rear of the shops, a move opposed at the time and since 
by some residents. A landscape management plan for Lot G is currently being prepared by the 
Shire. 

Lot F (Howard Parker Reserve) is also owned and managed by Council and contains a variety 
of community and sporting facilities, including tennis and bowling clubs, Senior Citizens 
centre and Community Centre. The Community Centre was designed by Woodford & Peck 
in 1980. The building was recognised in 1980 by the Royal Australian Institute of Architects 
through their architectural awards. A masterplan for Lot F is currently being prepared by the 
Shire. 

2.7.3   Growth of the commercial centre 
Adjacent to the northern end of Lot G (now the John H. Butler reserve), sites had been set 
aside for shops, but little development occurred before the 1950s. The earliest shops in the 
Mount Eliza Village were the bluestone general store, on Ranelagh Drive, which included a 
newsagency, and a motor garage. Both of these businesses are visible in a circa 1950 
photograph of the entrance to the Ranelagh Estate. The village centre also included a relatively 
high number of service stations, five have been suggested (pers.comm., community workshop 
participant, 28 February 2008), reflecting Mount Eliza’s former location on what was then the 
main road from Melbourne to the Mornington Peninsula (until the Nepean Highway bypass 
was constructed in the 1970s).   

The Mount Eliza Village commercial area began to take shape in the 1960s. A pharmacy and 
surgery were constructed in 1961 and the Ivor P. Mitchell Electrical shop, fronting Mount 
Eliza Way and the milk bar, ‘Brooker’s of Mt. Eliza’, were extant by 1964. A 1964 photograph 
of ‘Brooker’s of Mt. Eliza’ promotes the sale of Arthur’s Milk, homemade cakes and pies, roast 
chickens and delicatessen produce. It opened in February, 1964, closing in 1974. 

A number of the other shops fronting Mount Eliza Way and backing onto Lot G (John H. 
Butler Reserve) in the Mount Eliza Village were constructed in 1964 by Adrian and Janet 
Brooker. Mostly single story with through access to the car park in Lot G behind, and a pair of 
double storey shops (current fruit shop and adjacent deli/café). 
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The Brookers purchased the newsagency rights from the original general store, establishing a 
newsagency in one of their 1964 shops, which previously had been empty for a year. The 
buildings occupied by the current fruit shop and video shop date from 1964. 

The Mount Eliza commercial area has become a community hub, with its village atmosphere 
strongly valued by local residents today. In some ways, aspects of the role once filled by the 
Club as a meeting place have been transferred to the Mt Eliza Village. 

2.8 A place of environmentalism and community activism 
The Griffins were leaders in the practice of planning for retention of the natural bushland and 
considered the natural landscape the perfect playground for children. These ideas influenced 
the design of their estates to include remnant natural bushland and make generous provision 
for open space for recreation, particularly through the internal reserves which are an important 
feature of all the Griffin plans, and a strong surviving feature of the Ranelagh Estate. The 
Griffins saw the internal reserves as havens for urban birds, animals, trees and also a device by 
which local topography might be maintained.92  

The Ranelagh plan was intended by the Griffins and Tuxen to preserve natural features such as 
the coastline, cliffs and Earimil Creek. As ‘proto environmentalists and landscape designers 
with a deep (and at the time unfashionable) concern for the Australian environment’ Nichols 
argues that the Griffins created subdivision plans that sought to place homes within the natural 
landscape. Also apparent in the plan is Tuxen’s dedication to local open space. Again, to quote 
Nichols ‘much of their conservation ethos –entrenched in a sensitive and intelligent scheme –
has resulted in retention of native plants and environments, and elements of this environment 
which have lapsed appear in many cases to be salvageable’.93 

The conscious fostering of community activism through the design and layout of the estate and 
provision for interaction and enjoyment of the natural environment has produced a legacy of 
strong community activism to protect the estate.  

How the reserves and public space would be managed was an issue for the Griffins generally94, 
and is reflected in the various ownership and management arrangements for the reserves and 
public spaces they established for their estates. They deliberately vested the rights to these 
spaces with the community, or a collective body of residents (for example, ownership of 
reserves at the Glenard Estate, with covenants attached to the title), or other, non-government, 
representative controlling bodies (such as the original intent for the Ranelagh Club to hold 
responsibility for the reserves within Ranelagh). 

Community activism to protect the local environment can be traced back to the early efforts by 
local residents of the wider Mornington Peninsula to protect the beaches by putting in place a 
foreshore reserve in 1873. It has continued in the natural environment through the work of 
local groups such as Friends of the Earmil Creek, MEAFEC and the Mount Eliza Foreshore 
Advisory Group. 

As Ranelagh became a commuter suburb of metropolitan Melbourne and the estate filled up 
with houses in the late 1950s and 60s, development pressures intensified.95 The 1960s heralded 
a boom in new developments, and this growth placed pressure on the existing title covenants of 
one house per double block, as well as on the integrity of the reserves. 

                                                      

92 M.Walker, A Kabos and J Weirick, Building with Nature: Walter Burley Griffin and Castlecrag, 
Sydney 1994.  
93 R Freestone and D Nichols, ‘Internal parklands in early planned suburbs: from planning history 
to planning heritage’, in Twentieth Century, Our Recent Cultural Legacy, 2001 Australia ICOMOS 
National Conference, pp.396-405.  
94 D. Nichols, pers. comm., Ranelagh Estate CMP technical workshop 14 April 2008 
95 Harrison, 1995, p. 58  
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The ownership and use of internal, and a few ‘open’, reserves has been a contentious issue at 
Ranelagh since at least 1947, when the first evidence exists of the Ranelagh Club offering them 
for sale to local owners.96  

The formation of the Ranelagh Residents’ Association in the early 1950s to protect the values 
of the estate and liaise with the council over development proposals was a key milestone in 
community activism.97 Since that time, community resistance to repeated development threats 
has preserved much of the original Ranelagh environment and character. For example, when in 
the 1960s the Ranelagh Club had controversial plans to subdivide a number of the reserves 
along the cliff top, one resident objected that: 

This estate was most skilfully and expertly designed by that World renowned Town Planner and 
Architect, Burley Griffin… these interspersing parklands are most desirable and help prevent too 
much of a suburban atmosphere - They also give cover to Koala Bears and numerous lovely 
Native Birds..98 

The Shire of Mornington purchased Lot G in 1961 from the Ranelagh Club and later also 
acquired Lots C, H, J, K and L. Together with the Shire of Frankston in 1967, Mornington 
Shire also acquired Lot F for community purposes. This afforded some protection of these 
reserves which now have important community functions as part of the Mount Eliza Village 
(Lots G & F) or as streamside reserves.99 

After a hiatus of some years, the Ranelagh Residents’ Association again became active in the 
1980s in response to various development threats. In 1985, a group of residents won a legal 
challenge at the Planning Appeals Tribunal100 over the proposal to develop 29 units on Lot M. 
An attempt by the Ranelagh Club to sell Lot D for subdivision in 1987 was resisted 
successfully by abutting residents at the Appeals Tribunal. After prolonged negotiations the 
ownership of Lot D was transferred in 1999 to a consortium of neighbours, the ‘Lot D 
Preservation Group’, and remains as an internal reserve.101  

A letter written by the Ranelagh Residents Association to the Shire of Mornington in 1985 is 
an example of the group’s advocacy to protect the character of Ranelagh and its association 
with the Griffins: 

..when increasing concern for environmental preservation was accentuated by threats to lifestyles 
posed by developers and incongruous attempts by a minority sector to corrupt the valued amenity 
bestowed on the whole community by the original planner through the concept of open spaces in 
the Estate.102   

                                                      

96 Nichols, 2004 p.10. 
97 Heritage Victoria – Citation for VHR H1605.(Ranelagh Estate, Mount Eliza) 
98 RNE 103168. 
99 National Trust of Australia (Victoria) Classification Files G13010, L392, 1997. 
100 A predecessor of the present Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal (VCAT) 
101 Heritage Victoria – Citation for VHR H1605.(Ranelagh Estate, Mount Eliza) 
102 National Trust of Australia (Victoria) Classification Files G13010, L392, 1997. 
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In 1992, the Ranelagh Club attempted to subdivide Lot A for sale but failed. In 1997, the 
Club succeeded at the Administrative Appeals Tribunal in a subsequent application and later 
sold the individual new lots to abutting residents with several restrictions on use – low fences, 
no buildings at all, land to be consolidated on title and coastal indigenous plants to be used. 
The involvement of both the National Trust and Griffin experts in the various Tribunal 
hearings heightened broader community awareness of these components of the Griffins’ 
planning style.103 

In 1997, The Ranelagh Estate was classified by the National Trust of Australia (Victoria) as: 

an outstanding and intact example of Griffin’s town planning, still apparent in the road layout, 
disposition of allotments and reserves, and complimentary relationship of plan with 
topography.104 

Over half a century of advocacy and conservation efforts led by the Ranelagh Residents 
Association and supported by the Mornington Peninsula Shire and a range of Griffin experts 
culminated in heritage protection through listing in the Victorian Heritage Register in 2005.  

Historian David Nichols suggests that the work of the Ranelagh Resident’s Association and its 
forerunners is an important example of suburban activism ahead of the better-known 
campaigns of the 1960s and 70s. Indeed, Nichols argues that the recognition of the area’s 
distinct character as early as 1959 - a very unusual time for residents to agitate for changes to 
development schemes, pre-dating most inner-city activist groups by almost a decade – is itself a 
culturally and socially significant element of the Ranelagh story.105 

                                                      

103 Freestone and Nichols, 2003, p16. 
104 National Trust of Australia (Victoria) Classification Files G13010, L392, 1997. 
105 Nichols, 2007. 




