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Lot M Inventory 

Lot M 

Name: Lot M Address: Roborough Avenue (rear of properties fronting 
13-61 Roborough Avenue and 152-200 Mount Eliza 
Way) 

System:  
Internal reserve for passive recreation by nearby residents (not only those with adjoining properties). Accessible from 
two ends, per the original Griffin plan, Lot M connects provides through access (for walkers and joggers) a system of 
open space and is used by many residents of the estate. 

Situated on relatively high ground within the estate, Lot M has an enclosed feeling (i.e. no views out) to which the 
mature tree cover and higher rear boundary fences contribute. 

Description:  
From the southern entry off Roborough Avenue Lot M has a relatively open feel, with a mown pathway and character 
of native trees in parkland. Fences are a mixture of solid and transparent, predominantly solid. There is evidence of care 
through mowing, clearing and some gardening—small, introduced shrub plantings (lining entry). Mature eucalypts 
and acacia are the dominant genera. There is one pine tree (Pinus radiata) and a row of cypress trees (former hedge) at 
the northern end. The understorey is predominantly lawn (native and introduced species approx. 50/50). There are 
some large masses of tangled weeds—blackberry, Sweet Pittosporum, agapanthus, Ivy, Mirror Bush, Veldt Grass, Wild 
Watsonia, and other introduced grasses. 

Cultural features: 
The social values assessment (Context 2008) suggests strong social value as place for social interaction for residents 
adjoining Lot M. 

Existing access:  
Publicly accessible and access via gateways in rear fences of some adjoining properties. Through access per original plan. 

Existing maintenance:  
By some residents and Ranelagh Club. 

Residents’ concerns:  
Not all residents contribute to the management or understand its values of Lot M. 
There were two properties where drainage water is passed onto the land and allowed to soak away which in the winter 
times creates unpleasant seepage (north end). Some surrounding residents are using the land as a waste dump with a 
tendency by a few to burn off the waste.151 
One opportunity identified in the RAG Issues Paper is the potential for restoration of Lot M to reflect the original site-
specific natural vegetation of the Mt Eliza native woodland. 

Issues and concerns:  
The Ranelagh Club seeking to divest itself of Lot M152. 
Management. 
The dumping of garden waste and burning off within the reserve. 
Weeds. 
Zoning—Special Use zone. 

Role/significance:  
As evidence of the garden suburb principles and values, which incorporated venues for active and passive recreation, 
gathering and social interaction into the estate planning for use by the community and as part of a larger pedestrian 
open space system. The reserves have aesthetic significance as elements of the natural landscape that the Griffins’ plan 
responded to and incorporated and that the Griffins’ espoused as part of their conservation ethos. These elements have 
a bearing on the aesthetic qualities of the estate today and reflect the visual and spatial interplay of public and private 
spaces indicated on the original subdivision plan. 
Highly valued by the local community (Lot M residents) as a place for passive recreation and social interaction. 

                                                      

151 RAG Issues Paper, February 2007. 
152 Heritage Victoria nomination for Ranelagh Estate, Mount Eliza to the VHR, Attachment 4, 
March 2004 
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Lot M 

Management policy: 

Use: Conserve and maintain use for passive recreation.  

Access: Maintain and enhance amenity for pedestrians walking through the reserve.  

Landscape character: Conserve and maintain the overall landscape character of native trees in parkland, with a mixture 
of indigenous and introduced grasses as understorey. Improve amenity for users and neighbours. 

Vegetation: Planting could improve privacy for adjoining allotments, for users of the reserve, to define pathways 
through the reserve, and screen non-transparent fences. Avoid solid fences. Regenerate around existing indigenous 
vegetation. Where planting is needed, encourage indigenous vegetation consistent with dry schlerophyll open forest 
vegetation type of the mid slopes of the Ranelagh Estate (and central portion of the Mornington Peninsula). Remove 
weeds and introduced species identified as pest plants by MPSC and as noxious weeds in the Catchment and Land 
Protection Act 1994. Consider gradual replacement of introduced grasses with indigenous grasses.  

Cultural features: The Pinus radiata and other conifers (Cupressus macrocarpa hedge at rear of 15 Roborough Av., for 
example), and other gardening with introduced species within Lot M do not form a dominant part of the reserve’s 
landscape character nor contribute to the significant historic themes of Ranelagh Estate. They could be retained or 
removed, and not replaced. 

Priorities for action: 
1. Rezone to ensure the qualities of this reserve are protected. 
2. Remove weeds and introduced plantings.  
3. Promote the values of the reserve and the Ranelagh Estate to all owners of adjoining properties. 
4. Create a cohesive design and management strategy for the reserve and planting in consultation with residents/owners 
of adjoining properties. 
5. Explore options for facilitating new and more appropriate management arrangements, in consultation with residents 
of adjoining allotments, which may include either resumption of management responsibilities by the Shire, or by local 
residents based on the Lot D model 
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Design plan prepared for Ranelagh Estate in 1924 by 
Walter Burley Griffin, Marion Mahony Griffin and 
surveyor Saxil Tuxen (detail), showing Lot M. 

Entrance to Lot M (south end) off Roborough Avenue.  

  

Predominant landscape character of Lot M is native trees 
in parkland, some areas of which comprise native 
grassland understorey.  

Predominant landscape character of Lot M is native trees 
in parkland, some areas of which a mown lawn 
understorey of introduced grasses.  

  

The minority of fence styles are open or screened by 
vegetation. Those that are contribute to the landscape 
character of the reserve. 

An example of solid, unscreened paling fences within Lot 
M, which form intrusive elements to the overall landscape 
character of the reserve. 
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