
                RANELAGH ESTATE—CONSERVATION MANAGEMENT PLAN 

165 

Lot G Inventory 

Lot G 

Name: Lot G (John Butler Reserve) Address: Ranelagh Drive, rear of properties fronting 
Ranelagh Drive, Wimbledon Avenue, Wimborne Avenue, 
Mount Eliza Way 

System:  
Lot G is owned by the Council and used mainly for passive recreation, off-leash dog walking, a thoroughfare, and car 
parking at the rear of the commercial centre. 

Description:  
Mature trees in adjacent rear yards contribute to the character of the reserve. Otherwise, overall landscape character is 
created by perimeter planting of mature native trees around a large open grassed space (oval). This planting dates from 
the 1970s. A number of trees, which have died, have not been removed.  

The entrance to the Lot G reserve from Mount Eliza Way (Lots 128-130) has recently been subject top revegetation 
works, but retaining mature introduced conifer collection. Recent planting includes shrubs (Correa sp. and others), 
grasses, and eucalypts. Introduced mature trees include pines (Pinus radiata, Pinus pinaster, Pinus pinea). There are also 
eucalypts, casuarina.  

Fences comprise a mix of open/unscreened by vegetation, open/screened by vegetation (minority and preferred), 
solid/screened by vegetation and solid/unscreened, with fences a range of heights, contributing to a lack of consistency 
or dominant landscape character. 

Recreation/community facilities include car parking, scout hall, structured children’s playground, toilet block, large dog 
leash-free area (formerly used as a polo ground then by the Rolls Royce Club). 

Cultural features: 
Eucalyptus and other native trees planted in the c.1970s by Council as part of general improvements to the reserve, and 
reflecting the beginning of Council’s phase of management. 

Natural features: Remnant trees, Swamp Gum (Eucalyptus ovata) and Coast Tea-tree (Leptospermum laevigatum) 

Existing access:  
Vehicular access from Mount Eliza Way and Ranelagh Drive to car parking areas at the rear of the shops fronting 
Mount Eliza Way and Ranelagh Drive. Pedestrian access provided from the rear of some shops fronting both Mount 
Eliza Way and Ranelagh Drive, as well as from Mount Eliza Way and Wimborne Avenue via pedestrian access/south 
East Water easement. 

Existing maintenance: Owned and managed by Council. 

Residents’ concerns:  
Pending visual intrusion of future skate park, proposed as part of the Master Plan for the John Butler Reserve. Concern 
by some that heritage listing at state and local levels does not include Lots 540 & 541 despite them being physically 
part of the Reserve. Long standing issue regarding use of part of the reserve for car parking, seen by some as contrary to 
its heritage values. Lots 557 to 562 contain in order from the South – Pre-school, Maternal and Child Health Centre 
(Lots 557-558), Scout Hall (Lots 559 – 560) and parts of gravelled temporary car parks (Lots 561-2). The Mobile 
Library is parked within this area weekly. The road reserve between these Lots and Ranelagh Drive, although a road 
verge and on the register of Heritage Victoria, is being used by motorists for unauthorised car parking. These lots are 
partially covered by the MPSPS Heritage Overlay. 

Change in residential use of houses along Mount Eliza Way to home office (i.e. Nos 116-126). Concern relates to 
perceived risk of incremental shift from home office to commercial and the impacts of this on the estate, the reserve 
and their values (pers. comm., RAG December 2007) 

The need for a relationship (integration) between the John Butler Reserve Master Plan and the CMP currently being 
prepared for the Ranelagh Estate. 

Issues and concerns:  
Existing community facilities of car parking, scout hall, structured children’s playground, toilet block, large dog leash-
free area pre-date existing listings. Lot G should be rezoned from Public Use zone to Park and Recreation Zone or 
Special Use zone to protect the qualities of this reserve. This should include Lots 128 and 130 Mount Eliza Way. 
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Lot G 

Role/significance:  
As evidence of the garden suburb principles and values, which incorporated venues for active and passive recreation, 
gathering and social interaction into the estate planning for use by the community and as part of a larger pedestrian 
open space system. The reserves have aesthetic significance as elements of the natural landscape that the Griffins’ plan 
responded to and incorporated and that the Griffins’ espoused as part of their conservation ethos. These elements have 
a bearing on the aesthetic qualities of the estate today and reflect the visual and spatial interplay of public and private 
spaces indicated on the original subdivision plan. 

Individual elements of local natural, historic and aesthetic significance include the remnant vegetation (identified in the 
Master Plan), early estate plantings within Lots 128 and 130 Mount Eliza Way, the 1970s era Council plantings 
around the perimeter of the current off-leash dog walking area, the overall landscape character of native trees in 
parkland, and the use of the reserve for passive and active recreation. The reserve also has social value for the high 
esteem in which it is held by the local community, demonstrated by its long-standing and frequent use for recreation, 
and strong community activism advocating its protection. 

Management policy: 

Use: Conserve and maintain use of the reserve for active and passive recreation and social interaction. Maintain social 
venues. Maintain commercial activity within existing lots along Mount Eliza Way (88-114) and Ranelagh Drive (12-
50). Activities that would conflict with the overall landscape character of the reserve and its general use for community, 
recreational and social venues would not be appropriate. 

Access: Maintain public access. 

Landscape character: Conserve and maintain overall landscape character of the reserve of indigenous and native trees 
in parkland. Improve amenity for users and neighbours. Conserve and maintain collection of pine trees within entry off 
Mount Eliza Way (128 Mount Eliza Way). Replant like with like replacements when existing native and indigenous 
and pine trees die. 

Vegetation: Planting could improve privacy for adjoining residents and provide screening of solid fences. Avoid solid 
fences. Regenerate around existing indigenous vegetation. Where planting is needed, encourage the use of indigenous 
vegetation consistent with dry schlerophyll open forest vegetation type of the mid slopes of the Ranelagh Estate (and 
central portion of the Mornington Peninsula). Remove weeds and introduced species identified as pest plants by 
MPSC.  

Natural features: Conserve and maintain remnant vegetation—refer site analysis John Butler Reserve Master Plan Site 
Analysis prepared by CDA Consulting (December 2007). 

Cultural features: Conserve and maintain introduced native trees around Lot G, as evidence of Council era plantings. 
Prune or remove trees/limbs when dangerous or dying and replace species like with like. 

Priorities for action: 
1. Rezone to ensure the qualities of the reserve are protected. This should include Lots 128 and 130 Mount Eliza Way.
2. Remove and replace dead trees. 
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Design plan of Ranelagh Estate in 1924 by the Griffins 
with surveyor Saxil Tuxen, (detail) showing Lot G (centre 
of image). 

Lot G, John Butler Reserve, entrance and presentation to 
Mount Eliza Way. Elsewhere, predominant landscape 
character is native trees in parkland. 

  

South end of John Butler Reserve, off-leash dog walking 
area, Manna Gums and other mature natives trees planted 
by Council as part of 1970 amenity planting program. 

North end of John Butler Reserve, off-leash dog walking 
area. Looking towards playground and car parking at rear 
of commercial centre.  

  

South East Water easement forming part of pedestrian 
pathway network, linking Lot G with Wimborne Av. 

Car parking within Lot G, at the rear of the commercial 
centre. A mixture of sealed and unsealed surfaces. 
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