
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Mornington Peninsula Shire Council  
With Context Pty Ltd, Heritage Intelligence Pty Ltd,  
Built Heritage Pty Ltd 

Mornington Peninsula Heritage Review 
Area 1 – Mount Eliza, Mornington, Mount Martha 
Significant Place Citations 

 

October 2014 

Mount Eliza 

Mornington 

Mount Martha 



 
    20 

 Mornington Peninsula Shire, 2014 
 
 

Mornington Peninsula Shire: 
 

 
• Simon Lloyd – Heritage planner and project manager 

• Rosalyn Franklin – for administrative supervision, mapping, policy development 

• Lorraine Strong – obtaining information from building records 

• Lorraine Huddle – Mornington Peninsula Shire Heritage Adviser 

• Ana Borovic – for assistance with mapping and heritage database  

• Dylan Toomey – for survey work and photography 
• Nicholas Robinson, Kayla Cartledge, Jane Conway, Liam Renaut for administrative 

support 

• Helen Bishop for proofreading the Thematic History 

• Phil Thomas for preparation of local policies.   
 

 

Context Pty Ltd Project Team: 

• Louise Honman Director 

• David Helms Senior Consultant  

• Natica Schmeder Senior Consultant  

• Annabel Neylon Senior Consultant  

• Ian Travers Senior Consultant 

• Jessie Briggs Consultant. 
 

 

Built Heritage Pty Ltd - Project team: 
 

• Simon Reeves, Director. 
 

 
Heritage Intelligence Pty Ltd - Project Team: 

 
• Lorraine Huddle, Director. 

 
 

Additional research by Graeme Butler and Associates: 
 

• Graeme Butler, Director. 
  



 

Individual Places 
 

35-37 Barkly Street, Mornington ...................................................................................................................... 7 

28 Bath Street Mornington ............................................................................................................................. 12 

1 Burong Court Mount Eliza .......................................................................................................................... 17 

10 Caldwell Street Mornington ...................................................................................................................... 21 

4 Caldwell Street Mornington ........................................................................................................................ 26 

40 Craigie Road Mount Martha ...................................................................................................................... 31 

2 Cumberland Drive, Mount Martha .............................................................................................................. 36 

34-36 Dominion Road, Mount Martha ........................................................................................................... 42 

6 Drake Street Mornington (part) ................................................................................................................... 46 

19 Dueran Street Mount Eliza ........................................................................................................................ 52 

350 Dunns Road, Mornington (part) .............................................................................................................. 58 

501 Esplanade Mount Martha ......................................................................................................................... 66 

824 Esplanade Mornington ............................................................................................................................. 73 

7 Freemans Road Mount Eliza ....................................................................................................................... 77 

35 Hampden Street, Mornington .................................................................................................................... 83 

8 Harleston Road Mount Eliza ....................................................................................................................... 88 

88 Helena Street, Mount Martha .................................................................................................................... 95 

23A Herbert St Mornington .......................................................................................................................... 100 

1-5/107 Prince Street, Mornington & 6-11/8 Johns Road, Mornington ....................................................... 106 

85 Kunyung Road, Mount Eliza ................................................................................................................... 111 

262-268 Main Street Mornington ................................................................................................................. 116 

16A Mirang Avenue, Mount Martha (part) .................................................................................................. 122 

6 Moseley Drive Mount Eliza....................................................................................................................... 126 

25 Naples Street, Mornington ....................................................................................................................... 131 

1501 Nepean Highway Mount Eliza (part) ................................................................................................... 135 

4 Ocean Grove Mount Eliza ......................................................................................................................... 139 

Under Old Mornington Road Mount Eliza ................................................................................................... 145 

12 Osborne Drive, Mount Martha (part) ....................................................................................................... 149 

2/56 Queen Street, Mornington .................................................................................................................... 154 

10 Shelley Street, Mornington ...................................................................................................................... 159 

8 Tanti Avenue Mornington ......................................................................................................................... 163 

5 Turnbull Street, Mornington ...................................................................................................................... 168 

25 Vale Street Mornington (part) ................................................................................................................. 172 

5 Wellington Street, Mornington .................................................................................................................. 179 

1 Wooralla Drive Mount Eliza (part) ............................................................................................................ 183 



 

Group Listings 

 
Ranelagh Residential – Modernist Styles ..................................................................................................... 189 

 

52 Canadian Bay Road, Mount Eliza ........................................................................................................... 203 

4-6 Rannoch Avenue, Mount Eliza ............................................................................................................... 204 

35 Rannoch Avenue, Mount Eliza ................................................................................................................ 205 

20 Ravenscourt Crescent, Mount Eliza ........................................................................................................ 206 

5 Rendlesham Avenue, Mount Eliza ............................................................................................................ 207 

15 Rendlesham Avenue, Mount Eliza .......................................................................................................... 208 

29 Rendlesham Avenue, Mount Eliza .......................................................................................................... 209 

28 Roehampton Crescent, Mount Eliza ........................................................................................................ 210 

51 Rosserdale Crescent, Mount Eliza ........................................................................................................... 211 

75 Wimborne Avenue, Mount Eliza ............................................................................................................. 214 

 

Ranelagh Residential - Traditional Picturesque Styles Group ...................................................................... 216 

 

62 Canadian Bay Road, Mount Eliza ........................................................................................................... 233 

23 Rannoch Avenue, Mount Eliza ................................................................................................................ 235 

28 – 34 Rannoch Avenue, Mount Eliza ........................................................................................................ 237 

15-17 Ravenscourt Crescent, Mount Eliza ................................................................................................... 238 

21 – 23 Ravenscourt Crescent, Mount Eliza .................................................. Error! Bookmark not defined. 

27 Ravenscourt Crescent, Mount Eliza ........................................................................................................ 241 

1 – 3 Rendlesham Avenue, Mount Eliza ...................................................................................................... 242 

2 Rendlesham Avenue, Mount Eliza ............................................................................................................ 243 

17 – 19 Rendlesham Avenue, Mount Eliza .................................................................................................. 244 

27 Rendlesham Avenue, Mount Eliza .......................................................................................................... 245 

35 Rendlesham Avenue, Mount Eliza .......................................................................................................... 246 

43 Rendlesham Avenue, Mount Eliza .......................................................................................................... 247 

2 Roehampton Crescent, Mount Eliza .......................................................................................................... 248 

14 Rosserdale Crescent, Mount Eliza ........................................................................................................... 249 

21 Rosserdale Crescent, Mount Eliza ........................................................................................................... 250 

23 Rosserdale Crescent, Mount Eliza ........................................................................................................... 252 

40 – 42 Rosserdale Crescent, Mount Eliza ................................................................................................... 255 

 

 

 



Ranelagh Residential - Traditional Picturesque Styles (continued) 

 

57 Rosserdale Crescent, Mount Eliza ........................................................................................................... 259 

59 Rosserdale Crescent, Mount Eliza ........................................................................................................... 260 

9 Wimborne Avenue, Mount Eliza ............................................................................................................... 261 

27 Wimborne Avenue, Mount Eliza ............................................................................................................. 265 

 

Prior Citations ............................................................................................................................................... 269 

 

350 Dunns Road, Mornington (part) ............................................................................................................ 270 

51 Rosserdale Crescent, Mount Eliza ........................................................................................................... 275 

30-34 Rannoch Avenue, Mount Eliza .......................................................................................................... 277 

4-6 Rannoch Avenue, Mount Eliza ............................................................................................................... 279 

5 Rendlesham Avenue, Mount Eliza ............................................................................................................ 286 

 

 

 



 

6 
 

 

 
 
Individual Place Citations 
 
Note: Citations by Context Pty Ltd 2012 except for Oak Hill, 350 Dunns Road Mornington by Graeme Butler 
and Associates, 2013. Citations revised and amended by Mornington Peninsula Shire Council, 2013. 



 

7 
 

HERITAGE CITATION REPORT 
 

 
Name 
Address 

 
BALEI-GADJA (House, Trees) 
35-37 Barkly Street, Mornington 

 
 

Significance Level Local 

Place Type 
Citation Date 

Residence 
2012 
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Recommended 
Heritage Protection 

VHR No HI No PS Yes Architectural Style Federation/Edwardian Period 
(1902-c.1918) Bungalow 

 
 
 
History and Historical Context 

 
Locality history 
By the early twentieth century Mornington was established as the main civic and commercial centre on the Peninsula. 
However, it was still a relatively small town, with a population that swelled during the summer months as 
holidaymakers came south from Melbourne. In the first decade of the twentieth century the Progress Association 
focused on beautifying Mornington to encourage tourism and in 1902 planted trees and shrubs in Queen Street and the 
railway reserve. In 1904 the association distributed Sugar Gums to residents, planted gums in Albert Street and seven 
thousand tea-trees on the foreshore between Mills Beach and Marina Cove. Local attractions included bathing 
beaches, croquet clubs, bowling clubs, a new golf club and many parks including Mornington Park, gazetted as a 
public park in 1863 and a much-loved picnic spot (Context 2009:9-10, Moorhead 1971:63). 

 
The town grew steadily and houses were in 'great demand' in the years just prior to World War I. Most were built on 
the speculative subdivisions that had remained largely undeveloped since the late nineteenth century. A newspaper 
article noted that: 

 
Although many homes have been erected at Mornington recently, there are still a great number of the residents waiting 
to be accommodated. The principal reason of the great demand is that owners prefer letting their houses furnished to 
visitors rather than unfurnished to a constant tenant (Mornington Standard, 20 April 1912, p.2). 

 
Two key factors influenced the development of Mornington township after World War I. They were improved 
transport links and the creation of a permanent reticulated water supply. Train services improved with the 
electrification of the line to Frankston by 1922, and after the formation of the Country Roads Board in 1913 the Point 
Nepean Road from Melbourne, via Frankston, improved vastly. While transport improvements led to an increase in 
the numbers of day trippers and holiday stays it was the introduction of the permanent water supply to the 
Mornington Peninsula in 1921, which resulted in a wave of suburban development that increased the number of 
permanent residents in the town. The growth of Melbourne accelerated after World War I and Mornington shared the 
boom economy of the early 1920s, with private estates providing 3,000 building blocks in 1922. Between 1920 and 
1930 the population of Mornington township almost doubled, however growth before this time was fairly slow, 
consequently places of the era of Balei-Gadga are relatively uncommon. 

 
Place history 
 
A house at 35-37 Barkly Street, Mornington was built by 1910 for Mary Jane and Frank Abery who purchased this 
property in October 1908. It appears to have been used as a holiday house, as the Aberys are listed as living in 
Richmond (RB). This building is likely to be the outbuilding still extant at the rear of the main house. The main 
house was built in 1917 according to information supplied by the current owner. 

 
Upon Mary Abery's death in 1935, the house and land was passed to Hazel and Ellen Abery in the same year. They 
also inherited the two lots south of the number 35-37, which Mary Jane and her husband had acquired at an earlier 
date. Hazel and Ellen soon subdivided the lots and sold 35-37 Barkly Street to Arthur L.C. Flint, Melbourne solicitor, 
in December 1937 (Title 6004/669). 

 
The name 'Balei-Gadja' was given to the house by a subsequent owner, Cornelis Alers, who purchased the property 
c.1957 and named it after the plantation where he was born in Aceh, Sumatra, Indonesia(information from current 
owner).
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   Sources 
Land Victoria, Certificates of Title, as cited above 
Context Pty Ltd (2009), Recognising the Heritage of Ranelagh, Conservation Management Plan for the Ranelagh 
Estate, Mount Eliza. 
Moorhead, Leslie (1971), Mornington in the wake of Flinders, historical survey, North Melbourne 
Rate Book (RB), Mornington Shire, VPRS 13665/P1/Unit 5, 1908-09 (No. in rate, 491), 1909-10 (1), 1910-11 (1) 
The Argus 
Victorian Municipal Directory (VMD), 1920 pp. 355-4, 1930 pp. 624-6 

 
 
Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
Balei-Gadja is a timber Federation villa with a visually dominant pyramidal roof and a diagonal axis, marked by a 
corner window bay. It sits on a corner site, making it particularly prominent. 

 
The front entrance faces Wellington Street. It comprises double doors with arched windows to the upper half, and 
two highlights above. It is set beneath the verandah, next to a projecting gabled bay with half timbering. The half-
timbered gable is jettied out, resting on triangular timber brackets, above a rectangular bay window below a rooflet 
covered in scalloped timber shingles. All windows in the main elevations are tall casements with colored-glass 
highlights. 

 
The roof is clad in slate with terracotta ridge tiles and two corbelled brick chimneys with terracotta pots. The 
return verandah has a separate roof and is supported on turned timber columns with a simple frieze and 
brackets. 

 
There is a gabled outbuilding with two chimneys (one of them corbelled) behind the house, which was the 
original cottage (information supplied by current owner). 

 
The house is set within a mature garden. In the front garden, there is a section of early or original picket fence near 
the front door. The low stone wall is also believed to be original part of the fencing. 

 
The pickets are pointed, while the posts have pyramidal tops. Notable plantings include a mature Flame Tree 
(Brachychiton acerifolius) situated in front of the main entrance.  
 
There are also a weeping willow and palms and an Italian Cypress (Cupressus sempervirens) (planted c.1967) in the 
rear yard (information supplied by current owner). 

 
 

Recommended Management 
 

Conservation guidelines (General) 
 

Please refer to the Cultural Heritage Places Local Policy in the Mornington Peninsula Planning Scheme (Clause 
22.04 or as amended) for the heritage management guidelines for this place. 

 
Conservation guidelines (Specific) 

 
A planning permit has been issued for the removal of the early cottage and a sympathetic addition to the rear of the 
house. 
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Comparative Analysis 
 

At present, the majority of the houses included in the Heritage Overlay in Mornington date from the late nineteen 
century or the inter-war period. There are few examples of Federation or Edwardian era houses. 
 
Balei-Gadja is fine example of a Federation villa, with a visually dominant hipped roof and a diagonal axis, marked 
by a corner window bay. The verandah, however, is not continuous with the roof, but has the more nineteenth 
nineteenthcentury separate form. A projecting gable is half-timbered. This house is highly intact, retaining turned 
verandah posts and simple timber frieze, a slate roof with terracotta cresting, corbelled brick chimneys and colored 
glass highlights to the casement windows. 

 
It can be compared to the Federation villa at 824 Esplanade, Mornington. In comparison the villa at 824 Esplanade 
has a more dramatic roofline with a continuous sweep from the high hipped roof to the verandah, but is less intact in 
regard to the roof cladding, chimneys and verandah supports. 

 
 
Statement of Significance 

 
What is significant? 
 
'Balei-Gadja' comprising the house, constructed c.1910, and its mature garden setting at 35-37 Barkly Street, 
Mornington is significant. It is a timber Federation villa with a visually dominant pyramidal roof and a diagonal axis, 
marked by a corner window bay. It sits on a corner site, making it particularly prominent. The front entrance 
comprises double doors with arched windows to the upper half, and two highlights above. It is set beneath the 
verandah, next to a projecting gabled bay with half timbering. The half-timbered gable is jettied out, resting on 
triangular timber brackets, above a rectangular bay window below a rooflet covered in scalloped timber shingles. All 
windows in the main elevations are tall casements with colored-glass highlights. The roof is clad in slate with 
terracotta ridge tiles and two corbelled brick chimneys with terracotta pots. The return verandah has a separate roof 
and is supported on turned timber columns with a simple frieze and brackets. There is a gabled outbuilding with two 
chimneys (one of them corbelled) behind the house, which may be an early kitchen. The house is set within a mature 
garden. In the front garden, there is a section of early or original picket fence near the front door. The pickets are 
pointed, while the posts have pyramidal tops.  
 
The mature Flame Tree (Brachychiton acerifolius) situated in front of the main entrance also contributes to the 
significance of the place. 

 
The garage, and non-original alterations and additions to the house and gabled outbuilding are not significant. 

 
How is it significant? 
 
'Balei-Gadja' at 35-37 Barkly Street, Mornington is of local architectural and aesthetic significance to Mornington 
Peninsula Shire. 

 
Why is it significant? 
It is architecturally and aesthetically significant as a fine and well-detailed example of an Edwardian villa. The 
significance of the place is enhanced by the high degree of external integrity and the mature garden setting, 
which includes a notable Flame Tree. (Criteria D & E). 
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Yes 
No 
Yes Flame Tree. 
No 
No 
No 
- 

 

 

   Recommendations 2012 
 

External Paint Controls 
Internal Alteration 
Controls Tree Controls 
Fences & Outbuildings 
Prohibited Uses May Be Permitted 
Incorporated Plan 
Aboriginal Heritage Place 

 
 
 

Other Recommendations 
 

Recommended for inclusion in the Heritage Overlay to the extent of the whole property as defined by the title 
boundaries. 
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT 
 

 
Name 
Address 

 
MOSSGIEL, House, Trees, Outbuilding 
28 Bath Street Mornington 

 
 

Significance Level 

 
 
Local 

Place Type 
Citation Date 

House 
2012 

  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

   Recommended 
Heritage Protection 

 

VHR No  
HI No  
PS Yes 
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History and Historical Context 
 

Locality history 
In 1851 Victoria became an independent colony, and in 1854 a subdivisional plan was drawn up for the Mornington 
Peninsula. A majority of the allotments were 640 acres and the township of Snapper Point (later Mornington) was laid 
out, with the roads yet unnamed. The townships of Osborne and Earimil were concurrently laid out. A.B. Balcombe 
was one of the first settlers in the area in the 1850s and is credited with naming the point after the 'Snapper', a small 
boat wrecked off the coast, however, another early settler, Alfred Downward attributed the name to the fish found 
offshore (Moorhead 1978:10; Rogers 1961:22-23). 

 
By 1857 government correspondence carried a new spelling, Schnapper Point, and the town was becoming an 
important centre in the region. By the 1860s Cobb & Co. ran a coach service from Melbourne to Schnapper Point, 
the pier was near completion and communications opened up with the first electric telegraph office opening in 1861. 
In 1860 A. B. Balcombe was made the first chairman of the Mount Eliza District Roads Board and during this 
decade Mornington became the legal centre of the region. The Peninsula region remained isolated and depended 
upon Schnapper Point's limited transport capabilities, until the Point Nepean Road (later the Nepean Highway) was 
constructed from 1863 onwards (Rogers 1961:22-33). 

 
Mornington Peninsula was advertised as a bayside resort in the 1880s, with Schnapper Point noted as the most elite, 
with ‘many beautiful villas and family mansions that dot the hillside being quite a feature of the place’. The late 
nineteenth century was a time of growth for the region, which was further encouraged by the arrival of the railway in 
Mornington in 1889 (Rogers 1961:39-40).  

 
Place History 
Bath Street was part of Alexander Beatson Balcombe's 43 acre 'Balcombe Hill Estate', overlooking Mornington, 
which Balcombe purchased in 1873. The Estate was bound by Tanti Creek, the Esplanade, Beleura Hill Road and 
Barkly Street and was subdivided in 1874 into 1.5 to 4 acre lots. It was not until 1879 that Balcombe's executors 
auctioned the land for building purposes. Further subdivision occurred within the Estate but the area was developed 
piecemeal until the 1970s when development increased (Tregonning, Balcombe Hill Estate: unpaginated). 

 
In May 1889 Henry Erskine Moors, Mornington Shire Secretary (1888-1904), purchased Lot 39 of Balcombe Hill 
Estate (the current 28 Bath Street). By 1901, Tregonning (Book 9: unpaginated) indicates that Henry Moors also owned 
Lots 27, 28, 40 and 41 of the estate. 

 
In 1889, Henry Erskine Moors built the house at 28 Bath Street, believed to be the first house on the street. The 
Mornington County Herald reported on the completion of the house on 25 October 1889 (Tregonning, book 8:28B). 

 
The titles indicate that ownership was transferred to Henry Moors in September 1896 (Titles 5595/870; 2148/534). 
Henry Erskine Moors had no children named Henry, but his father was Henry Moors, which may suggest that his 
father became the owner (Rootsweb, accessed 24 Sep 2011). After the death of Henry Moors in 1906, Henry Erksine 
Moors regained ownership in January 1907, before it was sold out of the Moors family the same year (Title 
1232/214). 

 
Between 1920 and 1926, the house at 28 Bath Street was named 'Woorak' by the Johnsont family who used it as a 
holiday house (Tregonning, 'Balcombe Hill Estate': unpaginated). In 1926, Fred and Florence Smith became the 
owners and renamed the house 'Mossgeil' (Panoramio, accessed 24 Sep 2011). The name Mossgeil is taken from a 
farm near Mauchline Ayrshire, Scotland, where the poet Robert Burns lived and wrote, between 1784 and 1788 
(Tregonning, Book 8:28b). 

 
For a brief time in the 1960s 28 Bath Street was owned by Joseph Brown, art collector and dealer, whose collection 
now forms a large part of the National Gallery of Victoria Australia collection (information supplied by current 
owners). The cottage at the rear could pre-date the house or have been moved from another location. 
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   Sources 
Certificates of Title, as cited above. 
Context Pty Ltd (2009), Recognising the Heritage of Ranelagh, Conservation Management Plan for the Ranelagh 
Estate, Mount Eliza. 
Panoramio, 'Mossgeil', http://www.panoramio.com/photo/58575840 accessed 24 September 
2011.  
Rogers, Hunter (1961), The Early History of Mornington Peninsula, Melbourne. 
Rootsweb, threads 1138945293 & 1139194975, http://archiver.rootsweb.ancestry.com/th/read/AUS-VIC/2006- 
02/1138945293, accessed 24 Septmeber 2011. 
Tregonning, Maureen (not dated), 'Balcombe Hill Estate', held by Mornington & District Historical 
Society. Tregonning, Maureen (not dated), 'Book 8', held by Mornington & District Historical Society. 
Tregonning, Maureen (not dated), 'Book 9', held by Mornington & District Historical Society. 

 
 
Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
'Mossgiel' at 28 Bath Street, Mornington, is an elegant Italianate villa of 1889 set prominently on a rise at the corner 
of Bath and Whitby streets. While the property has been subdivided, the house retains an impressively scaled front 
garden as well as a collection of outbuildings at the rear. A mature Monterey Cypress sits at the front corner of the 
house, with a mature Monterey Pine at the current rear boundary. 

 
The house is constructed of timber with ashlar-look boards to the facade and weatherboards to the side elevations. The 
M-hipped roof retains its original bichrome slate roof with a central band of purple, octagonal slates. The two 
chimneys are quite unusual in appearance. They are rendered with heavy decorative mouldings at the top. Below this 
is a band of tooth-like forms above a projecting band incised with a band of circles. 

 
The asymmetrical facade has a projecting hipped-roof bay on the right-hand side with a canted window bay. A 
verandah wraps around this bay and continues across the rest of the facade and the north-side elevation. The 
verandah has a delicately convex roof and is supported on slender timber columns with cast-iron Corinthian capitals. 
The cast-iron verandah frieze appears to be original. 

 
The front door is located at the centre of the facade, next to the projecting bay. It has sidelights and a highlight. The 
window to the left of the door is a one-over-one sash with operable sash sidelights. The three windows in the canted 
bay do not have sidelights, nor do those on the side elevations. 

 
The house is highly intact and well cared for. 

 
Behind the house is a gable-roofed outbuilding with an external chimney to the rear gable, which may have been an 
early detached kitchen. The chimney is quite simple with a band of soldiers just above the roofline. A skillion-roof 
extension abuts the outbuilding and conceals all but the roof from Whitby Street. It was not possible to inspect this 
outbuilding in detail at the time of the original assessment, however it may be of pre-fabricated construction according 
to the current owners. The timber cladding set between vertical timber posts does indicate that it could be a type of 
timber prefabricated structure of early construction date. The chimney appears to be of more recent construction. 
Photos supplied by the owners have provided supplementary information on this structure. 

 
The picket fence surrounding the property is sympathetic but not original. 

 
 

  
 

  

http://www.panoramio.com/photo/58575840%20accessed%2024%20September%202011
http://www.panoramio.com/photo/58575840%20accessed%2024%20September%202011
http://archiver.rootsweb.ancestry.com/th/read/AUS-VIC/2006-
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   Recommended Management 
 
Conservation guidelines (General) 
 
Please refer to the Cultural Heritage Places Local Policy in the Mornington Peninsula Planning Scheme (Clause 
22.04 or as amended) for the heritage management guidelines for this place. 

 
Conservation guidelines (Specific) 

 
None specified 

 
 
Comparative Analysis 

 
Mossgiel compares favorably with two grand Mornington Victorian villas, already protected by the Heritage 
Overlay. While built of a less prestigious material (timber instead of brick), its design is of an equal level of 
pretension and complexity, and it is even more intact than the other two. All three houses have mature trees on the 
property. 

 
Bella Vista, 740-2 Esplanade, Mornington (HO68) of c.1888 is an unpainted render Italianate villa with a 
picturesque window bay beneath a three-sided ogee verandah. The house has four rendered chimneys (also 
unpainted). The roof is covered in Colorbond. The verandah is missing much of its cast-iron ornament. 

 
Clyde Villa, 750-1 Esplanade, Mornington (HO69) of c.1885 is a bichrome brick Italianate villa with a slate roof, 
simple cast-iron frieze and brackets to the verandah, with two rendered chimneys. The house is block-fronted. There 
are earlier timber sections on the side of 1869. The brick has been over-painted. 

 
Among the properties assessed as part of this study, the only Victorian house of a similar level of size and pretension 
is Oak Hill, 100-8 Mornington-Tyabb Road, Mornington, of c.1890. This bichrome brick Italianate villa has 
symmetrical canted bays on the facade and four bichrome brick chimneys. It is far less intact than Mossgiel, with 
over-painted brick and a completely reconstructed (and simplified verandah). 

 
 
Statement of Significance 

 
What is significant? 
Mossgiel at 28 Bath Street, Mornington, a timber Italianate villa to the extent of its 1889 fabric, is significant. The 
house has ashlar boards to the asymmetrical facade, a canted window bay, original concave verandah roof, 
Corinthian columns and cast-iron frieze plus brackets, a bichrome slate roof and intricately detailed rendered 
chimneys. It was constructed for Henry Erskine Moors, the Mornington Shire Secretary from 1888 to 1904. The 
house is situated on a rise behind a large front garden with a mature Monterey Cypress. Behind the house are a 
mature Monterey Pine and a timber outbuilding with an external chimney (possibly a detached kitchen). 

 
How is it significant? 
Mossgiel is of local architectural, aesthetic and historical significance to the Mornington Peninsula Shire. 

 
Why is it significant? 
Architecturally, Mossgiel is a substantial and elegant example of an Italianate villa which is highly intact in all 
of its external details, and also retains an early outbuilding. (Criterion D) 

 
Aesthetically, Mossgiel is picturesquely situated on a rise behind a large garden, and has mature exotic trees in the 
front and rear gardens. The highly decorative nature of the verandah also lends to its picturesque appearance. 
(Criterion E) 

 
The outbuilding at the rear of the property is of significance for its timber (possibly pre-fabricated) construction. 
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Yes 
No 
Yes Tree controls apply to Monterey Cypress and Monterey Pine. 
Yes Rear outbuilding 
No 
No 
- 

 

   (Criterion F) 
 

Historically, Mossgiel is significant as an early house in Mornington, built when the township began to accelerate 
in growth with the coming of the railway and for its association in the 1960s with Joseph Brown, art collector and 
dealer. (Criteria H, A) 

 
 
Recommendations 2012 

 
External Paint Controls 
Internal Alteration 
Controls Tree Controls 
Fences & Outbuildings 
Prohibited Uses May Be Permitted 
Incorporated Plan 
Aboriginal Heritage Place 
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT 
 

 
Name 
Address 

 
House, Tree 
1 Burong Court Mount Eliza 

 
 

Significance Level 

 
 
Local 

Place Type 
Citation Date 

House  
2012 

  

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
   Recommended  VHR No HI No PS Yes 

Heritage Protection 
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History and Historical Context 
 

Locality history 
 

Despite the fact that Mount Eliza was advertised as a bayside resort and sanatorium since its early days of settlement, 
the area remained sparsely populated in the first half of the twentieth century. The rural character remained intact 
until the mid 1920s, when improvements to local roads and transport services led to a second phase of settlement 
(Moorhead 1971:214). 

 
Three factors affected the development in the Mornington Peninsula in the first half of the twentieth century: the 
availability of the motor car, the growth of the metropolis which began consuming rural areas, and the 
industrialisation of Australia. Mornington was connected to Melbourne by telephone in 1905, rail services to the 
region improved due to the electrification of the line to Frankston and with the formation of the Country Roads Board, 
the road from Melbourne, via Frankston, improved vastly. However, it was the introduction of the permanent water 
supply to the Mornington Peninsula in 1921, and Dromana and Rosebud in 1940, which stimulated extreme 
development after World War II; the anticipated twenty-five years expansion was reached in less than ten years. The 
population of permanent residents, who were focused in Mornington, Mount Martha and Mount Eliza, increased as 
well as the number of holiday-makers (Moorhead 1971:151-2, 166, 186, 191; Argus 31/12/1937:6). 

 
The Argus reported in 1933 that Mount Eliza was becoming one of the Peninsula's most popular holiday resorts, 
particularly for visitors who enjoyed horse-riding through the tea-trees and tall gums. Mount Eliza experienced a 
later growth, developing from the 'old village atmosphere' in the 1930s, but taking pride in its growth and quality 
of its housing. Like the surrounding areas, Mount Eliza experienced a post-World War II boom (Moorhead 
1971:214; Argus 29/12/1933:11). 

 
The Peninsula experienced a growth in population in the 1960s, when road conditions improved and car ownership 
increased. As a result, over the next few decades, the number of residents increased as they were able to commute to 
and from Melbourne (Butler 2011:62). 

 
Place history 

 
In January 1923, George Tallis, theatrical proprietor of Melbourne, purchased over 303 acres (303 acres and 20 
perches) in Mount Eliza. Tallis sold his land to Cubert Keogh and John King, Melbourne estate agents, in July 1925. 
King and Keogh proceeded to subdivide the land and sold 1 Burong Court to William Hopkins, nurseryman, in 
September 1928. Judging by the stylistic details of the house, it appears to have been built in the early 1920s for 
Tallis. T R Burke Pty Ltd, Melbourne, became the owner in May 1946 (Titles 4658/443, 5453/473). 

 
Sources 
Butler, Graeme & Associates, Context Pty Ltd (editors) (2011), Mornington Peninsula Shire Environmental History. 

 
Certificates of Title, as cited above. 
Moorhead, Leslie (1971), Mornington in the wake of Flinders, historical survey, North Melbourne. 
The Argus. 
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Description 
 
Physical Description 
 
This is a simple, early 1920s weatherboard California Bungalow. The front gable spans the width of the house and 
extends over the wide front verandah, supported on simple timber posts with curved brackets. The gable has timber 
shingles at the apex and fibro sheeting with strapwork below. The windows have simple geometric leadlights in the 
top sash. Four windows on the left-hand-side of the facade are grouped into a canted bay. The front door has a 
floral leadlight. The house is highly intact. 

 
There is a mature oak tree in the front yard. 

 
The recent detached carport mimics the gable details of the house. 

 
 

Recommended Management 
 

Conservation guidelines (General) 
 

Please refer to the Cultural Heritage Places Local Policy in the Mornington Peninsula Planning Scheme (Clause 
22.04 or as amended) for the heritage management guidelines for this place. 

 
Conservation guidelines (Specific) 

 
None specified 

 
 
Comparative Analysis 

 
The c.1923 California Bungalow at 1 Burong Court, Mount Eliza, is the first type of mass-produced 'California 
Bungalow' seen in Victoria, with its dominant front gable and verandah tucked beneath it. It contrasts with the 
c.1922 California Bungalow at 5 Turnbull Street, Mornington. The Turnbull Street example is of the type that is 
more faithful to its California origins, with a low pitched transverse gabled roof, but this type did not become 
widespread in Victoria until the late 1920s. 
 
Among the gable-fronted California Bungalows assessed for the 2011 heritage study, 1 Burong Court is a better 
example of its type than two other houses (neither of which has been recommended for the Heritage Overlay): 
- 30 Bath Street, Mornington, is a gable-fronted California Bungalow which has less interesting detail. 
- 16 Koornalla Crescent, Mount Eliza, is a gable-fronted California Bungalow which has less interesting detail and is 
less intact. 
 
The house also shares design features with some of the attic-style houses of the same period, many of which are found 
in Mornington. For example, 16-18 Bath Street, Mornington (recommended for the Heritage Overlay by the 2011 
Study) which has areas of timber shingles and fibro 'half-timbering' to their front gables, verandah contained beneath 
the main roof, and timber verandah posts. 16-18 Bath St, however, is a more sophisticated example. 
 
While other inter-war bungalow style houses have been identified in Mount Eliza, these are not in the gable-fronted 
style. An example is the Arts and Crafts American influenced attic-style house at 62 Canadian Bay Road 
(Recommended for inclusion in a Group Listing). A similar but altered example is at 15-17 Charles Street, Mount 
Eliza. 
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Yes 
No 
Yes Applies to Oak tree 
No 
No 
No 
- 

 

 
 
 
Statement of Significance 

 
What is significant? 
The c.1923 California Bungalow at 1 Burong Court, Mount Eliza, to the extent of its 1920s fabric. This timber and fibro 
house has timber accents in the dominant front gable. The sash windows have geometric leadlights in the upper sash. 
The verandah, which is situated beneath the front gable, is supported on plain timber posts with simple curved brackets. 

 
There is a mature oak tree in the front yard, which contributes to the significance of the place. The carport is not 
significant. 
 
How is it significant? 
The California Bungalow at 1 Burong Court, Mount Eliza, is of local architectural and historical significance to 
Mornington Peninsula Shire. 

 
Why is it significant? 
Architecturally and historically, it is a rare and intact example of a California Bungalow in Mount Eliza. Prior to the 
mid- 
1920s Mount Eliza retained its rural character. From the middle of that decade, most development centered on 
the upper- middle class Ranelagh Estate where popular styles such as California Bungalows were not built. 
(Criteria D, B, A) 

 
The garden setting of the house, with a mature oak tree in the front yard, enhances the aesthetic significance of the 
place. (Criterion E) 

 
 
Recommendations 2012 

 
External Paint Controls 
Internal Alteration 
Controls Tree Controls 
Fences & Outbuildings 
Prohibited Uses May Be Permitted 
Incorporated Plan 
Aboriginal Heritage Place 
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT 
 

 
Name 
Address 

 
HOUSE 
10 Caldwell Street Mornington 

 
 

Significance Level 

 
 
Local 

Place Type 
Citation Date 

House 
2012 

  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Recommended 
Heritage Protection 

VHR No HI No PS Yes 
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   History and Historical Context 
 
Locality History 
By the early twentieth century Mornington was established as the main civic and commercial centre on the Peninsula. 
However, it was still a relatively small town, with a population that swelled during the summer months as 
holidaymakers came south from Melbourne. In the first decade of the twentieth century the Progress Association 
focussed on beautifying Mornington to encourage tourism and in 1902 planted trees and shrubs in Queen Street and 
the railway reserve. In 1904 the association distributed Sugar Gums to residents, planted gums in Albert Street and 
seven thousand tea-trees on the foreshore between Mills Beach and Marina Cove. Local attractions included bathing 
beaches, croquet clubs, bowling clubs, a new golf club and many parks including Mornington Park, gazetted as a 
public park in 1863 and a much-loved picnic spot (Context 2009:9-10, Moorhead 1971:63). 

 
The town grew steadily and houses were in 'great demand' in the years just prior to World War I. Most were built on 
the speculative subdivisions that had remained largely undeveloped since the late nineteenth century. A newspaper 
article noted that: 

 
Although many homes have been erected at Mornington recently, there are still a great number of the residents 
waiting to be accommodated. The principal reason of the great demand is that owners prefer letting their houses 
furnished to visitors rather than unfurnished to a constant tenant (Mornington Standard, 20 April 1912, p.2). 

 
Two key factors influenced the development of Mornington township after World War I. They were improved 
transport links and the creation of a permanent reticulated water supply. Train services improved with the 
electrification of the line to Frankston by 1922, and after the formation of the Country Roads Board in 1913 the Point 
Nepean Road from Melbourne, via Frankston, improved vastly. While transport improvements led to an increase in 
the numbers of daytrippers and holiday stays it was the introduction of the permanent water supply to the Mornington 
Peninsula in 1921, which resulted in a wave of suburban development that increased the number of permanent 
residents in the town. The growth of Melbourne accelerated after World War I and Mornington shared the boom 
economy of the early 1920s, with private estates providing 3,000 building blocks in 1922. Between 1920 and 1930 
the population of Mornington township almost doubled, rising from 1100 to 2100 (Moorhead 1971:151-2, 166, 186, 
191; Argus 31/12/1937:6; VMD). 

 
In the 1930s, despite the Depression which affected all of Australia with unemployment, The Argus (1938:16; 
1937:7) reported the rise in popularity of holiday homes in Mornington as a result of good roads that offered better 
access to areas, and the attraction of a long-term stay, especially over the summer period (Moorhead 1971:198). A 
newspaper article noted that: 

 
Because most owners find that they can occupy them for many weeks at a time .. they are building holiday homes 
of a more substantial nature and possessing an attractive appearance.(The Argus, 8 September 1938, p.16) 

 
Place history 
Charles Graves sold land in the 'Glenbank Estate' to Mrs Daisy Jones of Elsternwick c1920 and a house was erected by 
1921 (RB). Percy Butler Rumley had the site by c1933 (Butler, 1994). 

 
 

Sources 
Context Pty Ltd (2009), "Recognising the Heritage of Ranelagh, Conservation Management Plan for the Ranelagh 
Estate, Mount Eliza". 
Graeme Butler, Shire of Mornington Heritage Study, 1994, place citation for 10 Caldwell 
Street.  
Moorhead, Leslie (1971), Mornington in the wake of Flinders, historical survey, North 
Melbourne  
Mornington Shire Rate Books (RB), 1920-21 (No. in rate 609, p.31) 
The Argus 
Victorian Municipal Directory (VMD), 1920 pp. 533-4, 1930 pp. 624-6 
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  Relevant Historical Australian Theme 
 
Civic and township developments (evidence of urban development in a once dominantly rural context, town surveys, 
civic and religious buildings, street plantings) and resort developments (evidence of resorts, retreats, hotels. seaside 
houses, beaches. seaside attractions, parks and recreation). 

 
 
Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
1994: This house has rough-cast stucco walls over a weather board base with distinctive field stone-faced porch 
pillars, terra-cotta tiled roof and is unusually intact for Mornington and its age. There is a remnant cypress hedge 
which is related to the construction date of the house at the front (recently removed) and a cypress specimen at the 
rear. 
 
The California Bungalow at 10 Caldwell Street, Mornington, is sited high on a hill above Barkly Street, with its 
facade turned north to face the water. This main elevation is marked by a central projecting gabled verandah 
sheltering the front door. It is supported by unusual granite rubble piers resting on red brick bases. 

 
The house has roughcast walls above a weatherboard dado. The gabled roof is clad in terracotta tiles (recently 
renewed), and has exposed rafter ends. In the gable ends the purlins project under the eaves, their ends indicated by 
pyramidal bosses on the bargeboards. The gables are filled with timber shingles. The chimneys are rendered and 
very simple in form, with terracotta chimney pots. Windows are double-hung sashes, single and in pairs. 

 
 
 

Physical Condition 
 

1994: Generally externally original except for the loss of the front fence and part of the cypress hedge. 
 
 

Recommended Management 
 

Conservation guidelines (General) 
 

Please refer to the Cultural Heritage Places Local Policy in the Mornington Peninsula Planning Scheme (Clause 
22.04 or as amended) for the heritage management guidelines for this place. 

 
Conservation guidelines (Specific) 

 
None specified 

 
 

Previous Statement Significance 
 

1994: 
 

The house is of local interest for its evocation (with 4 Caldwell Street) of the beginnings of the Glenbank Estate and 
its relative integrity to early this century. It also marks the recommencement of house construction in Mornington 
after the cessation of building during the war and possesses some locally notable details such as the use of field 
stone. 
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   Comparative Analysis 
 
As noted in the History, the connection of Mornington to a reticulated water supply by 1921 enabled the township to 
expand. As in the nineteenth century, the houses built between the wars ranged from substantial architect-designed 
residences, usually on the Esplanade or Beleura Hill, to more modest cottages and bungalows, many built on the 
nineteenth century subdivisions that had remained only partly developed. Existing late Edwardian or inter-war 
houses in the Heritage Overlay include: 

 
- 22 Bath Street - Two storey house constructed of limestone masonry with Arts and Crafts detailing. Constructed in 
1923 by local builder Thomas Silling as his own residence (HO22) 
- 737 Esplanade 'Dunmoven' - c.1918 two storey Arts and Crafts house with fine detailing, designed 
by L.J. Flannagan (HO67) 
- 818 Esplanade - Well-detailed and intact two storey American Colonial style weatherboard house (HO340) 
- 819-20 Esplanade - 'Combe Martin', c.1935 large well-detailed Old English style brick house with terracotta 
shingle roof (HO76) 
- 832 Esplanade, 'Wilberton' - Two storey well detailed Old English style house commenced c.1918 and 
completed c.1938 (HO77) 
- 6 Queen Street - Large well-detailed bungalow constructed in 1922 (HO212). 

 
This type of modest bungalow, most probably designed by a craftsman builder, is not currently represented in the 
Heritage Overlay. It compares with the following houses recommended by the 2011 Study for inclusion in the 
Heritage Overlay: 

 
- 5 Wellington Street. This is a very intact example of a brick bungalow by a craftsman builder, and most 
closely comparable in style and intactness to 10 Caldwell Street 
- 5 Turnbull Street. This is a very intact example of a possible State Savings Bank design house. 

 
In addition, the 10 Caldwell Street house is of greater architectural interest than the timber California Bungalow at 42 
Queen Street, Mornington (not recommended for Heritage Overlay protection by the 2011 Study). The Queen 
Street house is quite basic in form, without the added interest of the fieldstone columns at Caldwell Street. 
Moreover, the brick and render accents (piers and chimneys) at 42 Queen Street have been over-painted. 

 
 
Statement of Significance 

 
What is significant? 
The house constructed by 1921 at 10 Caldwell Street, Mornington is significant. 

 
How is it significant? 
The house at 10 Caldwell Street is of local architectural and historical significance to the Mornington Peninsula Shire. 

 
Why is it significant? 
Architecturally, as a highly intact representative example of a modest California Bungalow, which possesses some 
locally notable details such as the use of field stone. (Criterion D) 

 
Historically, it marks the recommencement of house construction in Mornington after the cessation of building during 
the war and the suburban development that was encouraged by scheme to connect Mornington to a reticulated water 
supply by 1921. (Criterion A) 
 



 

25 
 

Yes 
No 
No 
No 
No 
No 
- 

 

  Recommendations 2012 
 

External Paint Controls 
Internal Alteration 
Controls Tree Controls 
Fences & Outbuildings 
Prohibited Uses May Be Permitted 
Incorporated Plan 
Aboriginal Heritage Place 
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT 
 

 
Name 
Address 

 
CALDWELL COTTAGE 
4 Caldwell Street Mornington 

 
 

Significance Level 

 
 
Local 

Place Type 
Citation Date 

Cottage,Garden House 
2012 
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Heritage Protection 

VHR No HI No PS Yes 
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   History and Historical Context 
 
Locality History 
By the early twentieth century Mornington was established as the main civic and commercial centre on the Peninsula. 
However, it was still a relatively small town, with a population that swelled during the summer months as 
holidaymakers came south from Melbourne. In the first decade of the twentieth century the Progress Association 
focused on beautifying Mornington to encourage tourism and in 1902 planted trees and shrubs in Queen Street and the 
railway reserve. In 1904 the association distributed Sugar Gums to residents, planted gums in Albert Street and seven 
thousand tea-trees on the foreshore between Mills Beach and Marina Cove. Local attractions included bathing 
beaches, croquet clubs, bowling clubs, a new golf club and many parks including Mornington Park, gazetted as a 
public park in 1863 and a much-loved picnic spot (Context 2009:9-10, Moorhead 1971:63). 

 
The town grew steadily and houses were in 'great demand' in the years just prior to World War I. Most were built on 
the speculative subdivisions that had remained largely undeveloped since the late nineteenth century. A newspaper 
article noted that: 

 
Although many homes have been erected at Mornington recently, there are still a great number of the residents 
waiting to be accommodated. The principal reason of the great demand is that owners prefer letting their houses 
furnished to visitors rather than unfurnished to a constant tenant. (Mornington Standard, 20 April 1912, p.2) 

 
Two key factors influenced the development of Mornington township after World War I. They were improved 
transport links and the creation of a permanent reticulated water supply. Train services improved with the 
electrification of the line to Frankston by 1922, and after the formation of the Country Roads Board in 1913 the Point 
Nepean Road from Melbourne, via Frankston, improved vastly. While transport improvements led to an increase in 
the numbers of day-trippers and holiday stays it was the introduction of the permanent water supply to the 
Mornington Peninsula in 1921, which resulted in a wave of suburban development that increased the number of 
permanent residents in the town. The growth of Melbourne accelerated after World War I and Mornington shared the 
boom economy of the early 1920s, with private estates providing 3,000 building blocks in 1922. Between 1920 and 
1930 the population of Mornington township almost doubled, rising from 1100 to 2100 (Moorhead 1971:151-2, 166, 
186, 191; Argus 31/12/1937:6; VMD). 

 
In the 1930s, despite the Depression which affected all of Australia with unemployment, The Argus (1938:16; 
1937:7) reported the rise in popularity of holiday homes in Mornington as a result of good roads that offered better 
access to areas, and the attraction of a long-term stay, especially over the summer period (Moorhead 1971:198). A 
newspaper article noted that: 

 
Because most owners find that they can occupy them for many weeks at a time .. they are building holiday homes 
of a more substantial nature and possessing an attractive appearance. (The Argus, 8 September 1938, p.16) 

 
Place history 
Elizabeth Grantley, wife of journalist, Frederick Grantley, owned this site when a house was erected there in 1916-17 
and when the address was still Barkly Street (hence the orientation of the facade to this street). The Grantley family 
owned the three lots from the corner of Caldwell Street, on the Glenbank Estate, each fronting the Tanti Creek 
(Butler, 1994). 

 
Frederick Grantley was born in Bendigo in 1860, he married Elizabeth Talbot (b. 1859, Sale) in 1883. They lived in 
Birchip, Wimmera, for the first decade of the twentieth century, before moving to Mornington, where Frederick 
was the publisher of The Post. Frederick died in 1923 in Mornington. Elizabeth remained at Caldwell Cottage until 
her death in 1936 (Grantley family tree, Mornington News, 21/04/2011, p.7). 

 
Other owners include William Watt Leggatt who had the house from the mid 1930s to c.1970, then Dorothy 
(his widow) and Thomas Leggatt, C & H Hazelwinkel who added a family room c.1981 and Robert & Kerry 
Denman who proposed to add a studio c.1993 (Butler, 1994). 
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Sources 
Context Pty Ltd (2009), Recognising the Heritage of Ranelagh, Conservation Management Plan for the Ranelagh 
Estate Mount Eliza. 
Graeme Butler, Shire of Mornington Heritage Study, 1994, place citation for Caldwell 
Cottage.  
Grantley family tree, Mundia by Ancestry.com, access 11/10/11. 
Moorhead, Leslie (1971), Mornington in the wake of Flinders, historical survey, North Melbourne. 
The Argus 
Victorian Municipal Directory (VMD), 1920 pp. 533-4, 1930 pp. 624-6 

 
 
Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
1994: This house has rough-cast stucco walls over a weatherboard base and a terra-cotta tiled roof, like number 10, 
but has an unusual angled room and associated window bays projecting to the west in plan. The recent garden has 
used plants of the period with cordylines and remnant 'Leptospermum laevigatum' (Coastal tea-tree). 
 
2011: Caldwell Cottage, at 4 Caldwell Street, Mornington, is a small Arts and Crafts cottage carefully designed and 
situated on a hill to optimise views. It appears to have been architect-designed, though the architect has not been 
identified. It is unusual in plan: most of the building is T-shaped with a single room jutting off diagonally from the 
north corner, presumably to capture a view of the bay. The cottage was designed 'in the round', to be viewed both 
from Caldwell Street and Barkly Street below (as Barkly Street was the original frontage). The view looking up 
from Barkly Street to a verandah has been partially obscured by a post-war house at 127 Barkly Street. 

 
The cottage has roughcast render walls above a dado of bullnose weatherboards. Windows are decorative 16-over-
one sashes seen singly and in banks of two and three. The roof has three intersecting gables and is clad in terracotta 
tiles. The rafter ends are exposed, and the roof purlins also extend beyond the bargeboards in a manner inspired by 
the vigas of Spanish Mission buildings. The chimneys are tapered with rough-cast bases and the top third red face 
brick. 

 
There is an open verandah inset beneath the roof at the north-west corner of the house. It is supported on two timber 
posts and ornamented by 'knife-blade' timber brackets. 

 
The house is entered at the junction of the main gabled roof and a smaller roof projecting from its centre. Beneath 
the verandah are three 16-over-one windows (two of them paired) and a door that also features a multipane 
window. This appears to be the original front entrance, approached via Barkly Street. 

 
The current front door faces Caldwell Street and is located at the junction between the main gabled mass of the house 
(running roughly east-west) and the small north-south gable that intersects it near the centre. When the house was 
visited in October 2010, there had been recent works to this wing of the house. The entire wall had been clad in new 
weatherboards (with no roughcast render), new casement windows had been installed beside the door, and an original 
high-waisted door with 12 small lights was seen leaning against the house. 

 
A small, L-shaped extension with a skillion roof was also recently built around the south wing of the house, but it 
does not interfere with the main views to the house. There is a simple Bungalow-style gateway to the yard, in keeping 
with the period of the house, paired with a neo-Victorian picket fence which is not. 
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   Recommended management 
 
Conservation guidelines (General) 
 
Please refer to the Cultural Heritage Places Local Policy in the Mornington Peninsula Planning Scheme (Clause 
22.04 or as amended) for the heritage management guidelines for this place. 

 
Conservation guidelines (Specific) 

 
The following conservation action/s would be supported should the opportunity arise: 
- Construct a more appropriate front fence. 

 
 

Physical Description 
 

1994: Condition: Generally externally original, as seen from the street (part obscured). 
 
 

Physical Description 
 

1994: Civic & township development (Evidence of urban development in a once dominantly rural context, 
town surveys, civic and religious buildings, street plantings). 

 
Resort development (Evidence of resorts, retreats, hotels, seaside houses, beaches. seaside attractions. parks 
and recreation). 

 
 
Comparative Analysis 

 
As noted in the History, the connection of Mornington to a reticulated water supply by 1921 enabled the township to 
expand. As in the nineteenth century, the houses built between the wars ranged from substantial architect-designed 
residences, usually on the Esplanade or Beleura Hill, to more modest cottages and bungalows, many built on the 
nineteenth century subdivisions that had remained only partly developed. Existing late Edwardian or inter-war 
houses in the Heritage Overlay include: 

 
• 22 Bath Street - Two storey house constructed of limestone masonry with Arts and Crafts detailing. Constructed 

in1923 by local builder Thomas Silling as his own residence (HO22) 

• 737 Esplanade 'Dunmoven' - c.1918 two storey Arts and Crafts house with fine detailing, 
designed by L.J. Flannagan (HO67) 

• 818 Esplanade - Well-detailed and intact two storey American Colonial style weatherboard house (HO340) 

• 819-20 Esplanade - 'Combe Martin', c.1935 large well-detailed Old English style brick house with 
terracotta shingle roof (HO76) 

• 832 Esplanade, 'Wilberton' - Two storey well detailed Old English style house commenced c.1918 and 
completed c.1938 (HO77) 

• 6 Queen Street - Large well-detailed bungalow constructed in 1922 (HO212). 
 

The house at 4 Caldwell Street can be compared stylistically with the large Arts and Crafts villas at 42 Barkly 
Street (HO344 - demolished) and 737 Esplanade (HO67). This type of modest Arts and Crafts cottage, 
however, is not currently represented in the Heritage Overlay, and no other examples were identified or 
assessed by the 2011 Study. 
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Statement of Significance 
 

What is significant? 
Caldwell Cottage, a small Arts and Crafts house at 4 Caldwell Street, Mornington, to the extent of its 1916-17 fabric is 
significant. It was built for Frederick Grantley, publisher of local newspaper The Post during the 1910s. The house 
originally fronted on Barkly Street so this and the Caldwell Street frontage should be considered the primary facades. 
The cottage has an unusual plan of three gables intersecting on the diagonal. It is clad in roughcast render and 
weatherboards, with a terracotta tile roof. The tapered chimneys are roughcast with brick at the top. The verandah 
overlooking Barkly Street has timber posts with knife-blade brackets. 

 
Later extensions to the east side of the cottage are not significant. 

 
How is it significant? 
Caldwell Cottage is of local architectural significance to the Mornington Peninsula Shire. 

 
Why is it significant? 
Architecturally, for its interesting architectural form and the responsiveness to its site seen in the unusual diagonal 
junction between the wings. Small houses of this era which exhibit conscious design elements are a minority in the 
Shire. It is also an early example of the Arts and Crafts style in the area. The garden, with its creek side setting, 
provides a mature and, in part, related setting for the house. (Criterion E) 

 
 
Recommendations 2012 

 
External Paint Controls 
Internal Alteration 
Controls Tree Controls 
Fences & Outbuildings 
Prohibited Uses May Be Permitted 
Incorporated Plan 
Aboriginal Heritage Place
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT 
 

 
Name 
 

 
MORNINGTON CEMETERY 

 
 

 
 

Address 40 Craigie Road Mount Martha Significance Level Local 

Place Type 
Citation Date 

Cemetery/Graveyard/Burial Ground  
2012 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Recommended 
Heritage Protection   VHR No HI No PS Yes   
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  History and Historical Context 
 

Thematic context 
The passing of the English Metropolitan Internments Act granted the Board of Health in London to provide burial 
grounds. This seems to have influenced legislation in the Australian colonies. Cemeteries were usually developed in 
association with particular churches or as a result of public meetings of concerned citizens. "In 1854, an Act for the 
Establishment and Management of Cemeteries in the Colony of Victoria was passed by the Victorian Government 
forming the basis of cemetery management as we know it today. The Government had the power to appoint and 
remove trustees and lend or pay money for the establishment of cemeteries. The trustees were charged with the 
responsibilities to construct structures and avenues; impose rules and regulations to manage and protect the 
cemeteries; allow ministers of religion free access and religious denominations to build mortuary chapels; have the 
right to veto and remove inappropriate vaults and monuments; and to keep accounts and statements." (Sagazio, 
1992:3)  
 
The passing of the Municipal Institutions Establishment Act in 1854 became the basis of Victoria's local 
government. Local councils were given control over amenities including roads, bridges, streets, sanitation and 
public health. The Public Health Act was also passed in 1854 and it was envisaged that local councils would also 
have the responsibility for management of public cemeteries. "Under the provisions of the Public Health Act 1889 
the Minister for Health and the Department of Public Health became responsible for the management of cemeteries 
and the responsibility has remained within the Health portfolio since that time." (Sagazio, 1992:15) 

 
Most small suburban and country cemeteries were simple in layout with graves in straight lines in either a grid or a 
design of winding paths. The latter was an influence from English cemetery design, particularly from John 
Claudius Loudon, and to a lesser extent American cemetery design, from such landscape garden designers as 
Calvert and Vaux. Plantings were typically those with a funereal iconography such as Cupressus funebris, C. 
sempervirens, various Pinus species, Laurels, Yews and Junipers. Their common quality was their evergreen and 
sombre foliage. In special cases trees, shrubs or minor plants were planted with specific association for the 
deceased. Cemeteries were subdivided into sections according to the major Christian denominations. In rare cases 
there were also sections for non-Christians, such as Jewish. 

 
Place history 
In 1851 Victoria became an independent colony, and in 1854 a subdivisional plan was drawn up for the Mornington 
Peninsula. A majority of the allotments were 640 acres and the township of Snapper Point (later Mornington) was 
laid out, with the roads yet unnamed. The townships of Osborne and Earimil were concurrently laid out. A.B. 
Balcombe was one of the first settlers in the area in the 1850s and is credited with naming the point after the 
'Snapper', a small boat wrecked off the coast, however, another early settler, Alfred Downward attributed the name 
to the fish found offshore (Moorhead 1978:10; Rogers 1961:22-23). 

 
By 1857 government correspondence carried a new spelling, Schnapper Point, and the town was becoming an 
important centre in the region. By the 1860s Cobb & Co. ran a coach service from Melbourne to Schnapper Point, 
the pier was near completion and communications opened up with the first electric telegraph office opening in 1861. 
In 1860 A.B. Balcombe was made the first chairman of the Mount Eliza District Roads Board and during this decade 
Mornington became the legal centre of the region. The Peninsula region remained isolated and depended upon 
Schnapper Point's limited transport capabilities, until the Point Nepean Road (later the Nepean Highway) was 
constructed from 1863 onwards (Rogers 1961: 22-33). 

 
Mornington Peninsula was advertised as a bayside resort in the 1880s, with Schnapper Point noted as the most elite, 
with ‘many beautiful villas and family mansions that dot the hillside being quite a feature of the place’. The late 
nineteenth century was a time of growth for the region, which was further encouraged by the arrival of the railway in 
Mornington in 1889 (Rogers 1961:39-40). 

 
Government surveyor, Permein, laid out the 18-acre Mornington Cemetery reserve in 1855 as an adjunct to the old 
Osborne township, but the plan was titled 'Mount Martha cemetery' (PROV historic plans). The cemetery was just 
east of a spring and just north of a swamp extending from what was then called Chechingurk Creek (PROV RP31 
1855). The cemetery faced Craigie Road reserve which led, in turn, to the Moorooduc Road - then the main road to 
the Port Phillip Heads. Moorooduc Cemetery is now included in Mornington Cemetery (Calder, 2008:7). 
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Mornington Cemetery was overgrown with bracken by 1917 and there had been 'several painful experiences' 
during recent burials. Records of burials were vague before 1911 so it is thought this explained some of these 
'experiences' as many graves were also unmarked (Calder, 2008). 

 
A fire went through the cemetery c.1920s/30s. Many of the graves had wooden crosses and or low wooden fences 
and were lost in the fire (Mornington and District Historical Society). 

 
The cemetery contains graves of the victims from the 1892 Mornington Football Club disaster (see 'Memorial to the 
Mornington Football Club disaster victims') among other well-known families of the area and beyond (Moorhead, 
1971:10). Historically interesting headstones include that of William Parkinson Wilson MA, first professor of 
mathematics, University of Melbourne in 1854. Wilson had established an observatory at Mornington to observe 
the transit of Venus, in December 1874. He had just written a report of his findings to friend and well-known 
astronomer, Robert Ellery, when he died of apoplexy, aged 48 (Wilson, 1976:419-420). 

 
There is also the local pioneer, Edward Downward (born in England in 1810), who came to Australia in 1820 and 
Mornington in 1856, and died at Balnarring 1893, and his wife Elizabeth. There are the memorials to Lewis Alex 
Grant, James Smith Adams, Elizabeth Wilson Kerr (1898-1985) and the architecturally significant pedimented 
memorial to George Griffeth (of the significant Two Bays Nursery), which has been placed on an angle in a stone-
edged square podium. The Thomas Fleming grave possesses iron railings and a polished stone capping. 
 
Another significant grave is that of former acting Prime Minister James Fenton. James Fenton was acting Prime 
Minister from August 1930 to January 1931 having been appointed Minister for Trade and Customs in 1929. He 
resigned from the Federal Cabinet upon the appointment of Ted Theodore as Treasurer in 1931 and subsequently 
crossed the floor to sit with Opposition. In 1931 he was elected for the United Australia Party and occupied the 
Office of Postmaster-General for a short period, during which time he introduced the legislation that established the 
Australian Broadcasting Corporation (pers. comm. Mr David Morris, MP). 

 
The memorial gates at the entrance to the cemetery were donated by H.H .Bawden in memory of his wife Florence 
(1963). 

 
Sources 
Calder, Winty (2008), Mount Martha: Lands and People, Mount Martha. 
Context Pty Ltd (2009), Recognising the Heritage of Ranelagh, Conservation Management Plan for the Ranelagh 
Estate, Mount Eliza. 
Moorhead, Leslie (1971), Mornington in the wake of Flinders, historical survey, North 
Melbourne.  
Public Records Office of Victoria (PROV), records as cited above. 
Rogers, Hunter (1961), The Early History of Mornington Peninsula, 
Melbourne.  
Sagazio, Celestin (ed.) (1992), Cemeteries, Our Heritage, Melbourne. 
Wilson, William Parkinson (1826? - 1874)', Australian Dictionary of Biography, Volume 6, 1976: 419-420. 

 
Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
The Mornington Cemetery (formerly Mount Martha Cemetery) is a large historic cemetery constructed on traditional 
lines with loosely arranged sections of denominational grave sites separated by a central avenue within a circular or 
oval shaped road with some secondary paths. 

 
The cemetery is entered through a pair of post World War Two memorial iron gates, located on Craigie Road. The 
memorial gates were donated by H.H .Bawden in memory of his wife Florence (1963) and other distinctive 
memorials both architectural and historic include those for the 'Football' disaster victims. 

 
A small timber sexton's hut is located directly adjacent to the gates, and although it has been somewhat altered is in 
good condition generally. The cemetery is divided into several sections; a newer lawn cemetery, the historic 
denominationally divided cemetery, a small infant's cemetery and a modern area with a wall and garden memorial 
and indigenous memorial garden for scattering ashes. The newer parts of the cemetery lie outside the oval road. 
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The historic part of the cemetery is laid out on traditional grounds, using denominational segregation through a 
network of paths. There is a range of gravestones and graves, constructed with a mix of materials in different styles. 
The materials include marble and stone headstones, cement graves and a diversity of cast iron railings in the older 
section. There are also believed to be a number of early unmarked graves on the site. 

 
A number of early exotic trees survive within the cemetery, although it cannot be said that the overall design intent is 
still able to be understood. The remaining trees are located mainly at intersections or important vistas along the path 
network. Of note are the pair of Cupressus torulosa located close to the front gates and an incomplete avenue of 
Eucalyptus sideroxylon Red Ironbark (there are nine trees on the east side, six on the west side) on the central axis 
leading from the main gate. The avenue appears to date from the early twentieth century, and the pair of Cypress 
perhaps date from the 1890s. There are numerous mature and over mature specimens of Melaleuca lanceolata 
Moonah and other indigenous trees scattered throughout the cemetery, which enhance the setting and sense of quiet 
reflection. A boundary planting of Pinus radiata Monterey Pine is located on the southern boundary. This dates from 
the middle of the twentieth century and has little historic significance. The north boundary on Craigie Road is planted 
with Lophostemon confertus Queensland Box which also date from around the middle of the twentieth century. There 
is an area of remnant grassy woodland at the south-eastern part of the site. Boundary plantings enclose the whole 
cemetery, creating a setting. There are some individual specimens that may be notable within the boundary plantings. 

 
 
  Recommended Management 
 

Conservation guidelines (General) 
Please refer to the Cultural Heritage Places Local Policy in the Mornington Peninsula Planning Scheme (Clause 
22.04 or as amended) for the heritage management guidelines for this place. 

 
Conservation guidelines (Specific) 
None specified 

 
 
Statement of Significance 

 
What is significant? 
The Mornington Cemetery located on Craigie Road, approximately two km east of Mount Martha foreshore, with its 
typical nineteenth century layout and Sexton's Hut is significant. The cemetery comprises graves approached through an 
entrance of ornamental memorial gates (dating from 1963) and laid out either side of a central access road with several 
secondary picturesque paths and an encircling oval road. The cemetery is significant for several tree species which were 
typically used for funerary settings in the period. 

 
How is it significant? 
The Mornington Cemetery is of historical, social and aesthetic significance to the Mornington Peninsula Shire. 

 
Why is it significant? 
The Mornington Cemetery is of historical significance as one of the oldest cemeteries in Victoria. It provides an 
enduring record of those who have lived and died in the community, as a reflection of passing phases, ways of life 
and death, particular events, and as documentary evidence. (Criterion A) 

 
The Mornington Cemetery is of social significance for reflecting the customs and tastes of the community, for 
reflecting different religious values, and for reflecting different economic and social status. It is also important as a 
place of passive recreation. The cemetery is highly likely to have social significance, both in the older sections, and 
the newer sections including the lawn cemetery, memorial wall and garden and the children's burial area dating from 
the early twentieth century. (Criterion G) 

 
The Mornington Cemetery is of aesthetic significance for its range of tombstones, memorials and iconography 
reflecting different periods and groups within the community. The most significant trees to survive are a pair of 
Cupressus torulosa near the front entrance, an avenue of Eucalyptus sideroxlyon on the central pathway, boundary 
plantings and an area of remnant grassy woodland. The Cemetery is in good condition generally, and retains a high 
degree of integrity. It has a picturesque, park-like setting, evoking an atmosphere of dignity and repose. The boundary 
plantings are important for the setting of the cemetery. (Criterion E) 
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT 
 

 
Name 
 
Address 

 
Australian Army Apprentice School Officers 
Quarters  And  Mess (Former) 
2 Cumberland Drive, Mount Martha 

 
 

Significance 
Level 

 
 
Local 

Place Type 
Citation Date 

Mess Building, Barracks & housing 
2012 

  

 

 
 

 
 

 
Recommended 
Heritage Protection 

VHR - HI - PS - 
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Designer / Architect Commonwealth 
Department of Works and 
Railways 

 

Architectural Style Postwar Period (1945-1965) 

 
 
 
History and Historical Context 

 
Defence forces at Mount Martha 
The Annual Militia Camp staged on Beleura farm and at Mount Martha in 1938 was a precursor to a more permanent 
occupation for defence forces as a build-up for World War II. The declaration of war in 1939 meant militia training 
in many parts of the Shire but the future Balcombe Camp was the focus from its occupation at the end of 1939 by 
Melbourne University Rifles and in 1940 the 4th Division arrived with military trainees (Butler, 1994). The role of 
the 4th division was to defend Port Phillip and the Mornington Peninsula. According to Calder (2008:139) there were 
several strategic reasons why a military camp was developed at Mount Martha: 

 
Mount Martha was central for troop familiarization of the Peninsula, and for quick mobilization. There was railway 
access. Nearby terrain provided considerable variety for training exercises, and there were potential sites for rifle 
ranges. There were hundreds of acres of partly developed farmland that could be commandeered. 

 
Late in 1940, the Commonwealth Government purchased 209 acres of farming land from the Henty family (GIynt) and 
Rostberg (formerly Latta Nepean Park farm and orchard) and named the site Balcombe Camp (Butler, 1994). In April 
1940 more than 100 carpenters of the Civil Construction Corps began erecting huts and other buildings at a cost of over 
1000 pounds ready for the arrival of 3,000 AIF soldiers at the beginning of June (Calder, 2008:142). 

 
According to Victor Austin (To Kokoda and Beyond the Story of the 39th Battalion) some of the men who 
volunteered for the 39th Battalion which fought on the Kokoda Trail did so from the Mount Martha camp. They were 
from the 4th Division Engineers and the 6th Battalion of the Royal Melbourne Regiment which was clearing and 
preparing the military camp site at Mount Martha. Accounts of life at Balcombe suggest that in contrast to other 
Army training camps, it was very pleasant (Butler, 1994). 

 
After Pearl Harbour in 1941 and the consequent American involvement in the war, Balcombe was also used as an 
American headquarters and for rest and rehabilitation of American servicemen in 1942. The 7th Regiment of the 1st 
US Marine Division, relieved from Guadalcanal, arrived at Balcombe just before Christmas, 1942 and others 
followed in early 1943 (Calder, 2008:146). The American First Marine Division memorial gateway, unveiled in 1954 
at the entrance to the Balcombe Camp facing what is now the Nepean Highway, commemorates this event. (Please 
refer to the separate citation for the memorial gates and oval.) 

 
The army's occupation of Mount Martha was not confined to the Balcombe Camp. The house known as 'The Chalet' 
was used as an officers mess for some time before a permanent one was built, wives of Australian servicemen were 
accommodated at 'Grandview', a Mount Martha guesthouse, and Mount Martha House was occupied by US Marines. 
After the arrival of US troops in the Pacific, Balcombe Camp was used as a rehabilitation centre for them. Camp 
Manyung, at Mount Eliza was also used for such a purpose. The Army purchased the Mount Martha Guest House 
and 2.03 ha in 1951 which became No. 30 W.R.A.A.C. Barrack for the next twenty years (Butler, 1994). 

 
Australian Army Apprentices School 
At the end of World War II the School of Survey, the School of Signals and the School of Music were still based at 
Balcombe Camp. In order to justify the expense of establishing the camp the decision was made to retain it and in May 

  
 
 
 

1948 approval was given to establish the Australian Army Apprentices School on part of the site. The Apprentices 
School shared the site with the other schools, however, it progressively took over most of the buildings as the other 
schools were relocated (Calder, 2008:152). 

 
Foundation Day was 2 August, 1948 when the first intake of 63 apprentices began training in nine different trades as 
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part of a four year apprenticeship (Calder, 2008:152). The first three years were spent at school, while the final year 
included work at an Army workshop (The Argus, 5 February, 1949, p.18). An article noted that: 

 
Apprentices will receive trade and theoretical training at least equal to that of their contemporaries in civil life. 
Having completed the training and upon the termination of their period of service, Army tradesman who do not 
continue in the Army will be fully recognised in their particular trade by the unions and by industry generally. (The 
Argus, 5 February, 1949, p.18) 

 
Applicants for the school were 'handpicked' from applications received from across Australia. A shortlist of applicants 
was then brought to the camp for a half-hour interview. Successful applicants went through the same process of 
medical, psychological and other tests as soldiers did. Training was carried out by teachers supplied by the Education 
Department working in collaboration with Army officers - for every civilian instructor there was a military equivalent 
so 'an army flavour would be retained' (Calder, 2008:153). Apprentices were organised into trade wings for technical 
training and some also participated in the band associated with the School of Music. 

 
The school also participated in broader community life. According to Calder (2008:154) the apprentices were 
liked because they 'didn't muck up'. They raised money for local charities and organisations such as the 
Mornington Bush Nursing Hospital, assisted the local fire brigade when a fire threatened Mount Martha in the 
mid-1960s and even assisted with eradicating weeds from reserves. In August 1969, the 21st anniversary of its 
foundation, 'Freedom of the Town of Mornington' was bestowed upon the school giving apprentices the right to 
march through Mornington on ceremonial occasions (Calder, 2008:155). 

 
Army huts on the site were converted into offices or living quarters and other huts that had been used at the 
internment camp at Rushworth were progressively added as the school developed. Accordingly to Calder 
(2008:152) the only brick building was the combined officers' quarters and mess constructed by 1956 for the 
Schools of Survey and Music, which was eventually taken over by the Apprentice School in the 1970s. By that time 
the Apprentice School claimed to be the largest boarding school in Australia with about 700 apprentices aged 
between 15 and 17. By the time of its closure in 1982 well over 2000 graduates had been produced (Calder, 
2008:153). 

 
Plans for the new quarters and mess were prepared in 1953, but approval for construction was not given until the 
second half of 1955. The building provided accommodation for 20 'Staff on School' and 'Area Command', while the 
mess could accommodate up to 52 officers. A report seeking approval for the building noted that most of the 
buildings at Balcombe were of timber and corrugated iron construction dating from World War I: 

 
Student Officers sleeping quarters have been converted to ARA standard and it is not proposed to incorporate 
sleeping accommodation for them in the brick mess building at this stage. Staff Officers sleeping quarters are in 
shocking condition, however, and their replacement with new barracks as early as practicable is essential. (NAA) 
 
As designed, the building comprised a two storey accommodation block, attached to a single storey building 
containing the mess and officers’ dining room. The accommodation block comprised 16 single rooms on the upper 
floor and four rooms with a separate living room for officers on the ground floor. There was also a billiard room. The 
new building was designed by the Department of Works. The supervising architect was A.J. Brunton and the approved 
cost was 60,500 pounds. It appears that it was intended to be the first stage of an ambitious redevelopment of the 
camp, which would have included several new accommodation blocks and other facilities, which never eventuated 
(NAA). 
 
The decision to close the school was made when it became evident that it could not expand if it remained at 
Balcombe. The school was relocated in December 1982 to Latchford Barracks at Bonegilla, where a new complex 
was opened in September 1983. The land was sold to Mornington Peninsula Shire and subdivided for residential 
development. All of the huts and buildings were removed, with the exception of the former officers' quarters and mess 
(Calder, 2008:153, 158). This building and the remnant planting within the grounds, as well as the former Mace Oval 
and memorial gates on a separate site between Tal Tals Crescent and Nepean Highway, and the Citation Oval Reserve 
(which includes a relocated Camp Hut) in Helena Street are now the only physical evidence left on the former 
Balcombe Camp site of a relationship with the Army that lasted for over forty years. 
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Fusion 
The former officers' quarters and mess is currently used by a community group known as Fusion. Fusion began 
working on the Peninsula in early 1984 and two months after forming had taken over the former mess and quarters as 
an extension to their work. The group gained a six year lease of the building in 1987 and the Shire upgraded the fire 
services in response (Butler, 1994). The building now provides the only supported accommodation for homeless 
youth between the ages of 15 to 21 on the Mornington Peninsula (Fusion website). 

 
Sources 
The Argus 
Butler, Graeme, Shire of Mornington Heritage Study, 1994 
Calder, Winty, Mount Martha lands and people, 2008 
National Archives of Australia (NAA), Series MT 1131/3 Control symbol A259/12/287, 'Balcombe School of Signals 
Officer's Mess' 

 
 
Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
This building comprises a two storey section, which formerly contained the quarters, and a single storey section, 
which contained the mess and officers’ dining room. The two long rectangular wings are situated parallel to and off-
set from one another. A flat-roofed porch marks the main entrance set between the two sections. The design, with its 
shallow-pitched gabled roof and large square or vertical profile multi-paned steel framed windows is typical of 
Defence buildings of the post-war era. The windows to the west elevation of the mess are arranged in an almost 
continuous bank, separated by the chimney and projecting mullions. There is one plain rectangular chimney in the 
west wall of the mess and another square example protruding from the ridge at the southern end. The building is in 
good condition and highly intact externally - the only significant change has been the painting over of the face 
brickwork and the partially infilling of the open entrance to the stairwell of the quarters. 

 
The lawn with its low cement retaining wall and steps on the north-west side of the building is part of the original 
landscaping - a c.1963 image shows this area semi-enclosed with a low post and wire fence. Also within the grounds 
is a disused tennis court. There are a number of mature Eucalypts on the site including a row of what appear to be 
Sugar Gums, Eucalyptus cladocalyx, along the northern boundary to Cumberland Drive. These appear to be part of 
an avenue planting that also includes mature specimens of the same within the road reserve, generally between Uralla 
Road and Silkhorn Crescent, which are probably associated with the occupation of the site by the Army. 

 
 
   Recommended Management 
 

Conservation guidelines (General) 
 

Please refer to the Cultural Heritage Places Local Policy in the Mornington Peninsula Planning Scheme (Clause 22.04 
or as amended) for the heritage management guidelines for this place. 

 
Conservation guidelines (Specific) 

 
None specified 

 
 
Comparative Analysis 

 
 
Balcombe and the later buildings at the Former Portsea Quarantine Station both represent a later but important 
development of the theme of defence on the Peninsula. 

 
The first permanent military base to be established was the Flinders Naval Base, later HMAS Cerberus. The Federal 
Government purchased 4,000 acres in 1911 and planned to build accommodation for 2,000 to man the base and 
torpedo school. However, it was not until 1913 that work began on constructing the base. When it was officially 
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opened in 1920, it had been changed from a base to a depot, named Flinders Naval Depot, but by 1921 the name was 
changed to HMAS Cerberus. The Commonwealth Government architect, J.S. Murdoch, is thought to have been 
responsible for many buildings built within the HMAS Cerberus during the World War I era and into the 1920s-30s. 
HMAS Cerberus remains in use today as a base for training Army Navy and Air Force personnel 

 
The historic buildings at HMAS Cerberus are mostly from the inter-war period and are, architecturally speaking, 
quite different from this building. The historic landscaping at HMAS Cerberus also includes many exotic species, 
notably Canary Island Palms, and is more formal in arrangement when compared to the surviving informal 
landscaping using native species at this site. It is not known whether there are any buildings that directly compare in 
terms of construction date at HMAS Cerberus. 

 
This building is similar to the post-war  mess and quarters buildings at existing and former defence facilities at 
Seymour and Puckapunyal and to the buildings built for the Officer Cadet School at Point Nepean. 
 
During the 1950s and 1960s the Army made modifications to some of the Point Nepean Quarantine Station 
buildings so that they could be used for accommodation and other purposes. Later, in the 1960s, the Army 
constructed a number of new buildings for the Officer Cadet School. 

 
A number of new buildings were constructed at the Quarantine Station between 1963 and 1965 for the Officer Cadet 
School, some of a substantial nature. These buildings included No. 3 Cadet Barracks(1963), Assembly Room and 
Library (1963), Guardhouse and Entrance Gates (1963), Gymnasium costing (1965), No. 4 Officer Cadet Barrack 
costing (1965). 
 

 
References 
National Trust of Australia (Victoria), HMAS Cerberus citation (File No. B5604) 
HMAS Cerberus website http://www.navy.gov.au/HMAS_Cerberus viewed 21 March 2012 
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Statement of Significance 
 

What is significant? 
The former Australian Army Apprentices School Officers' Quarters and Mess, constructed c.1955, at 2 Cumberland 
Drive, Mount Martha to the extent of the original form, materials and detailing is significant. The setting of the 
building and the mature plantings (predominantly Sugar Gums, E. cladocalyx) within the site and in the adjoining 
Cumberland Road reserve also contribute to the significance of the place. 
 
Non-original alterations and additions to the building are not significant. 

 
How is it significant? 
The former Australian Army Apprentices School Officers' Quarters and Mess at 2 Cumberland Drive, Mount 
Martha is of local historic and architectural significance to Mornington Peninsula Shire. 

 
Why is it significant? 
It is historically significant as the only surviving building remaining on the site associated with the Australian Army 
Apprentices School, which continued the military use and occupation of the land once used by the Balcombe Army 
Camp. It provides a now rare tangible reminder of the importance of Mount Martha in Australia's military history 
during and after World War II. The mature Sugar Gums are significant as a typical planting associated with 
government/defence facilities and provide further evidence of the development of the school. (Criteria A, B) 

 
It is architecturally significant as a representative example of a military quarters and mess of standard design. 
The significance of the place is enhanced by the relatively high degree of external integrity. (Criterion D) 

 
 
Recommendations 2012 

 
External Paint Controls 
Internal Alteration 
Controls Tree Controls 
Fences & Outbuildings 
Prohibited Uses May Be Permitted 
Incorporated Plan 
Aboriginal Heritage Place 
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT 
 

 
Name 
Address 

 
FAVERSHAM, House, Tree 
34-36 Dominion Road, Mount Martha 

 
 

Significance Level 

 
 
Local 

Place Type 
Citation Date 

House 
2012 

  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Recommended 
Heritage Protection 

VHR No HI No PS Yes  
 
 
Architectural Style Interwar Period (c.1919-c.1940) 
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History and Historical Context 
 

Locality history 
 
When Mornington Shire was first surveyed in 1854, many leaseholders of the pastoral runs in Mount Martha 
exercised their pre-emptive right to purchase 640 acres of their leaseholds from the Crown. Major leaseholders 
included A.B. Balcombe, Ralph Ruddell and John Aitken. Due to these large leaseholds and the fact that the 
township of Osborne, laid out in 1854, never eventuated, Mount Martha remained undeveloped in comparison to 
Schnapper Point (Moorhead 1971:152). 

 
Mount Martha, was however, advertised as a bayside resort and sanatorium from its earliest days as a settlement. 
The scenic coastal vistas and a rumour that the Governor's summer residence might be established at Mount Martha 
enticed others from Melbourne's elite to establish holiday houses or take up permanent residence on the Mornington 
Peninsula. The 'Newsletter of Australasia' in June 1858 patriotically described its attractions as the 'charming and 
varied shores and scenes of marine beauty which challenge the far-famed Bay of Naples'. By the late nineteenth 
century a number of large 'marine villa's had been built along the coastal road leading south from Schnapper Point, 
while Robert Watson established his 'Mount Martha Domain', which he intended to become a resort ‘offering 
panoramic views across Port Phillip’. By the late nineteenth century, at the height of the land boom, the Mount 
Martha Estate offered 700 lots for sale surrounding Watson's property. The advanced subdivision design, by Saxil 
Tuxen, featured a topographically determined road network, and a competition for a model house resulted in the 
construction of at least one house, known as 'The Chalet', completed by 1891. However, the high expectations were 
short-lived as sales and further development were halted by the 1890s Depression (Calder, 2008:53-79; Moorhead 
1971:119; Context 2009:9-10; Argus 24/12/1887:13, 24/12/1887:13). 

 
Poor access delayed further development at Mount Martha until the early twentieth century. As roads were slowly 
improved after World War I, wealthy people who could afford a motor car began to build more substantial holiday 
houses as subdivision and re-sale of the old nineteenth century estates began. The connection of a reticulated water 
supply to Mount Martha by 1928 and construction in 1929 by the Shire of the coast road between Strahans and 
Cemetery Roads encouraged further subdivision and development (Calder, 2008:82-128, 187).  
 
Place history 
The exact date of the house at 34-36 Dominion Road, Mount Martha is not known, but it appears to have been built 
c.1930 for Juta Warde, who had purchased the property in September 1930. The house is currently called 
'Faversham'. 

 
In December 1927, William W Laggatt (sic), a Mornington solicitor, purchased a seven acre (seven acres, two 
roods, eight and 6/10 of a perch) odd-shaped block of land that was bordered by Dominion Road, Glenisla Drive 
and Normanby Terrace. Laggatt subdivided this land and Juta Evelyn Warde of 'Vinstra' in Mount Martha 
purchased two lots (the current numbers 34 and 36), in September 1930. Also in September 1930, Juta Warde 
bought the rear portion of what was number 21 Normanby Terrace (the front portion which is now part of 42 
Dominion Road) from William Moyle, and consolidated the three lots to create the current boundaries of 34-36 
Dominion Road. It was during this period, circa 1930 that Juta Warde constructed the existing house. After Juta's 
death in 1959, the house and land was purchased by a company associated with Juta's father (sometime in the early 
1960s). By September 1989 the titles show that the property was transferred to Joy Jones (Juta's father) (Titles 
5361/093; 5694/800). 
 
(Sir) William Watt Leggatt  
 
Local solicitor W. W. Leggatt was a Shire of Mornington Councillor from 1947 to 1955 and almost co-currently 
served as the Member of the Legislative Assembly, Mornington District. He served as Chief Secretary of Victoria 
from December 1948 to June 1950 Minister of Lands, and Soldier Settlement in 1950, Attorney General and 
Minister of Labour and Industry in 1955, Minister of Education and Minister of Immigration in 1955-56 and 
subsequently resigned to become the Victorian Agent General in London. He was knighted in 1957 (pers. comm. 
David Morris MP). 
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Sources 
Calder, Winty, Mount Martha Lands and People, 2008 
Certificates of Title, as cited above 
Context Pty Ltd (2009), "Recognising the Heritage of Ranelagh, Conservation Management Plan for the Ranelagh 
Estate, Mount Eliza" 
Moorhead, Leslie (1971), Mornington in the wake of Flinders, historical survey, North Melbourne 
The Argus 

 
 
Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
Faversham at 34-36 Dominion Road occupies a large site with an established garden and many mature trees including 
a fine liquidambar in the front garden. Three separate buildings on site comprise a house, garage to one side and shed 
at the rear. All of the buildings are built of a distinctive concrete blockwork. A number of buildings in Mount Martha 
are built of this block, however most have been altered or painted and Faversham is one of very few concrete block 
properties inspected as part of the heritage review where the blockwork is left unpainted and in its original state. The 
house is designed in a typical double fronted post-war style with hipped and tiled roofing. 

 
The porch has an arched opening with purpose-made blockwork forming the pilasters and profile of the arch. A set of 
circular concrete steps lead up to the porch level. The side of the house has a large porch, partially glazed as an 
outdoor living space, and a pair of concrete block pillars form balusters to the side steps. The blockwork detailing is 
exceptionally well executed and unusual in a house of post-war construction date. Faversham has a high degree of 
integrity externally and displays an unusual construction material not usually associated with fine detailing. The 
garage and shed are built in matching materials to complement the house. The garden provides an outstanding setting 
to the buildings and the pillars to either side of the driveway entrance are unusually well detailed features. 

 
  Recommended Management 
 

Conservation guidelines (General) 
 

Please refer to the Cultural Heritage Places Local Policy in the Mornington Peninsula Planning Scheme (Clause 
22.04 or as amended) for the heritage management guidelines for this place. 

 
Conservation guidelines (Specific) 

 
The land has previously been subdivided such that the associated shed and garage are on separate titles. The value of 
retaining these structures should be balanced against the reality that future adjoining owners should be able to 
effectively enjoy their property. 

 
  Comparative Analysis 
 

Inter-war houses at Mount Martha currently in the Heritage Overlay include: 

• 474-5 Esplanade (cnr Dominion Road), 'Green Gables' two storey 1927 roughcast render house with Arts and 
Crafts detailing. 

• 559 Esplanade - 'Briarwood cottage' - Old English style two storey house (HO63) 

• 47 Two Bays Crescent (447 Esplanade) - High Clere - two storey Old English style house designed by Robert 
Hamilton (HO14) 

• 7-9 Lempriere Avenue - Yarilla - two storey Mediterranean style house, possibly architect designed (HO115) 
 

They are all reasonably substantial houses set in mature gardens, some are known to have been architect-designed. 
Although Faversham is probably not architect-designed, the high level of detailing suggests that it was certainly 
constructed by a craftsman builder. As such it compares favorably with the houses listed above and is also notable 
for retaining two outbulidings and the fence pillars, which all complement the house. It stands out amongst three 
concrete block houses at Mount Martha identified by the 2011 review - the others, assessed as not meeting the 
threshold of local significance, are 3-5 Ellesmere Road and 20 Prescott Avenue. 
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Yes 
- 
Yes Applies to Liquidambar. 
- 
- 
- 
- 

 

Statement of Significance 
 

What is significant? 
Faversham, the house built c.1930 at 34-36 Dominion Road, Mount Martha is significant. The house is designed in a 
typical double fronted post-war style with hipped and tiled roofing. The porch has an arched opening with purpose-
made blockwork forming the pilasters and profile of the arch. A set of circular concrete steps leads up to the porch 
level. The side of the house has a large porch, partially glazed as an outdoor living space, and a pair of concrete block 
pillars form balusters to the side steps. The blockwork detailing is exceptionally well executed and unusual in a house 
of post-war construction date. Faversham has a high degree of integrity externally and displays an unusual 
construction material not usually associated with fine detailing. The garage and shed are built in matching materials 
to complement the house. The garden setting including the liquid amabar in the front garden, the front gate posts and 
the garage and shed are also significant. 

 
Non-original alterations and additions are not significant. 

 
How is it significant? 
Faversham at 34-36 Dominion Road, Mount Martha is of local historic, architectural and aesthetic significance to 
Mornington Peninsula Shire. 

 
Why is it significant? 
Faversham is architecturally and aesthetically significant as an outstanding example of a house built from the locally 
made concrete blocks. These blocks have a distinctive character, and although there are a number of houses built in 
Mount Martha from this material, Faversham displays an unusual degree of refinement in their use. This is 
demonstrated by the detailing of the front porch, the pillars to the side steps and the unusually well-detailed pillars on 
either side of the driveway. The garage and the shed built of matching materials complement the house and contribute 
to the integrity of the place. The house is significant for the unusual partially glazed side porch that forms an 
alternative frontage facing the side garden. The aesthetic qualities of the house are enhanced by the mature garden 
setting, which includes a notable Liquidambar (Criteria D & E) 

 
Faversham is historically significant as one of the houses associated with the development in the inter-war 
period encouraged by improved road access and water supply. (Criterion A) 

 
 
Recommendations 2012 

 
External Paint Controls 
Internal Alteration 
Controls Tree Controls 
Fences & Outbuildings 
Prohibited Uses May Be Permitted 
Incorporated Plan 
Aboriginal Heritage Place 
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46 
 

 

HERITAGE CITATION REPORT 
 

 
Name 

 
ST MACARTAN’S CATHOLIC CHURCH AND 

 
 

 
Address 

PRESBYTERY 
6 Drake Street Mornington (part) 

 

 
Significance Level 

 

 
Local 

Place Type 
Citation Date 

Church, Presbytery/Rectory/ Vicarage/Manse 
2012 

  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Recommended 
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History and Historical Context 
 

Locality history 
 

In 1851 Victoria became an independent colony, and in 1854 a subdivisional plan was drawn up for the Mornington 
Peninsula. A majority of the allotments were 640 acres and the township of Snapper Point (later Mornington) was 
laid out, with the roads yet unnamed. The townships of Osborne and Earimil were concurrently laid out. A.B. 
Balcombe was one of the first settlers in the area in the 1850s and is credited with naming the point after the 
'Snapper', a small boat wrecked off the coast, however, another early settler, Alfred Downward attributed the name 
to the fish found offshore (Moorhead 1978:10; Rogers 1961:22-23). 

 
By 1857 government correspondence carried a new spelling, Schnapper Point, and the town was becoming an 
important centre in the region. By the 1860s Cobb and Co. ran a coach service from Melbourne to Schnapper Point, 
the pier was near completion and communications opened up with the first electric telegraph office opening in 1861. 
In 1860 A. B. Balcombe was made the first chairman of the Mount Eliza District Roads Board and during this 
decade Mornington became the legal centre of the region. The Peninsula region remained isolated and depended 
upon Schnapper Point's limited transport capabilities, until the Point Nepean Road (later the Nepean Highway) was 
constructed from 1863 onwards (Rogers 1961:22-33). 

 
Mornington Peninsula was advertised as a bayside resort in the 1880s, with Schnapper Point noted as the most elite, 
with ‘many beautiful villas and family mansions that dot the hillside being quite a feature of the place’. The late 
nineteenth century was a time of growth for the region, which was further encouraged by the arrival of the railway in 
Mornington in 1889 (Rogers 1961:39-40). 

 
Thematic context 
The following is an extract from Butler's Mornington Peninsula Shire Environmental History (2011:176): 

 
Places of worship, like schools, were important focal points for early communities. Many small groups of settlers met 
in private homes or school buildings or halls, shared between Christian denominations, in order to have somewhere to 
share their faith. Early congregations sometimes managed to be granted reserves on which to build their churches. 
Others relied on gifts of land from local parishioners or had to purchase the blocks on which they built them. 

 
As the communities and populations of the district have evolved and changed, so have their places of worship. While 
some early church buildings have closed, been moved, or turned to other purposes, new buildings have been 
constructed and old ones added to. Some of the new churches represent shifts in the kinds of congregations resident 
in the Shire. 

 
Building churches often represented an enormous community effort, and provided places that were important to 
several generations as places of communion. Where early churches were typically simple structures, as towns grew, 
more permanent and substantial structures were erected, many to architect designs. This trend continues until the 
present with innovative Modernist designs being favoured to attract the flock after World War Two. Chancellor & 
Patrick were among the design firms that served this later phase of church development. 

 
Given the small scale of several of the communities in the Hastings district, there were surprisingly many churches 
built in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. Valda Cole has outlined the history of many of these churches in her 
book, Western Port Pioneers and Preachers. 

 
According to a census in 1857, fifty percent of the Mornington Peninsula belonged to the Church of England; a total of 
132 out of 248 residents. The first section of St Peter's Church of England was opened in 1861, but not before a Union 
Chapel (Baptist and Independent) was built in 1859 on Wilson's Road. In the 1870s the Presbyterian community 
opened St Andrew's Presbyterian Church and the Mornington Methodist Church opened in 1886. The Catholics of 
Mornington built their first church in the 1890s, on the site of the existing St Macartan's Church on Drake Street 
(Moorhead 1971: 77; Butler 2011:176-80). In the surrounding region, Mount Eliza's population grew at a slower rate 
and remained the size of a small village when in 1865 the Church of England built St James the Less (Butler 
2011:177). 
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Place history 
The first St Macartans Church was a wooden building constructed in 1896, and opened in 1897. It was sold to the 
Church of England in 1911 for £55, and was moved to Carrum Downs, then Seaford, where it remained in use until 
1968 at which time it was demolished (Moorhead 1969:5-7). 

 
Present church 
A new church was built on the site in 1909, at a total cost of £1,168. The foundation stone states that construction 
began on 7 October 1909 and the church was opened by Archbishop Carr on 20 February 1910. The design was 
carried out by prolific Catholic architects Fritsch and Fritsch, and bears a resemblance to their Church of St Joseph's 
in Malvern. As a cost-saving measure, only the front three bays of the church were constructed in brick, while the 
fourth bay, sanctuary and sacristy were timber. The entire church was roofed in corrugated iron (Public Building 
File No 5798). The original appearance of the facade of the church and the interior of the sanctuary are believed to 
be illustrated by two postcards held at the State Library of Victoria (Rose Series postcards P. 2649, 2648). 

 
Augustus A. Fritsch (1864-1933) was one of the key proponents of Romanesque and Baroque church architecture in 
Victoria, best known for their work for the Catholic Church. Augustus Fritsch was educated at Xavier College, Kew, 
after which he served his articles with architects Wilson and Beswicke, followed by further training in the United 
States. He established the practice Fritsch and Fritsch with his eldest son (Argus, 10/06/1933, p 20). In the Melbourne 
areas the firm designed St Joseph's in Stanhope Street, Malvern (1908), Our Lady of Victories in Burke Road, 
Camberwell (1913-1918), the Church of the Immaculate Conception in Glenferrie Road, Hawthorn, St Columba's, 
Elwood (1929), as well as collaborating with Walter Burley Griffin and Marion Mahoney Griffin for the design of 
Newman College in 1915 (Hermes citation No 2024). 

 
The titles indicate that the Roman Catholic Church purchased their first lot of land on Drake Street in August 1910, 
which suggests that prior to this the land was in private ownership but available for use by the church until they 
became the proprietors. The other lots that were consolidated to create the current property (8-10 Drake Street) were 
purchased by the Roman Catholic Church in 1915, 1957 and 1973 (Titles 3912/368; 8257/915). 

 
In 1935, records indicate that the timber section at the rear of the church was replaced with brick, including two 
additional bays to the nave, the sanctuary, and the sacristy. The entire church was then reroofed with terracotta tiles 
which survive (PB File No 5798). This corresponds with Moorhead (1969:7), who writes that 'extensions were 
made' to the church in 1936. 

 
It is not known if the facade of the church was altered to its present appearance in 1935-6, or in 1941 when a small 
brick porch was added to the facade. This porch was replaced with the larger brick porch, seen today, some time after 
1978 (PB File No 5798). The alteration works to the facade included rendering of the face brick, simplification of the 
gable parapet, and creation of a niche above the central window (Moorhead 1969:7). 

 
In 1968-9, the 1935 sanctuary and sacristy were demolished and replaced with the current, modern brick and 
steel structure designed by architects Saraty and Smith of Nunawading. Another large addition was made to 
the west side of the sanctuary in 1986-7, by architect Max Chester of Heidelberg (PB File No 5798). 

 
Presbytery 
Moorhead (1969:6) notes that when the centre of the St Macartan's parish was moved to Mornington in 1898, Parish 
Priest Father W. O'Hagan moved to Rossmore House which served as the first presbytery. It was located at 5 Albert 
Street. The current Presbytery is located at 8 Drake Street, beside the church. The plans for this building were 
prepared in 1912 and it was officially opened on 20 January 1916. The building currently serves as a Community 
Centre (MDHS, pers. comm., 2011; Moorhead 1969:7). 

 
Sources 
 
Butler, Graeme & Associates, Context Pty Ltd (editors) (2011), Mornington Peninsula Shire Environmental History. 
Certificates of Title, as cited above. 
Context Pty Ltd (2009), Recognising the Heritage of Ranelagh, Conservation Management Plan for the Ranelagh 
Estate, Mount Eliza. 
Moorhead, Leslie (1969), The Story of St Macartan's, Mornington. 
Moorhead, Leslie (1971), Mornington in the wake of Flinders, historical survey, North 
Melbourne. Mornington & District Historical Society (MDHS), personal communication, 2011. 
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Public Building File, Public Records Office of Victoria, VPRS 7882/P1, Unit 725, File 
5798.  
Rogers, Hunter (1961), The Early History of Mornington Peninsula, Melbourne. 
State Library of Victoria Picture Collection, Rose Stereograph Co. postcards. 

 
Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
Church 
St Macartan's Church, which sits on the north side of the Presbytery, comprises three construction stages. The first, 
of1910, is most of the nave and facade (since altered). The second, of 1935-6, was an additional bay at the back of the 
nave, terracotta tiles to the roof, and possibly alterations to the facade. The (1935) sanctuary and sacristy were replaced 
by the present structure in 1969, and this was extended to the south in 1987. The current front porch was built some 
time after 1978. 

 
The 1910 facade and nave were constructed of red brick with cement dressings in the Blood and Bandage 
Romanesque style. The windows have semi-circular arches, and the main window on the facade has banded 
voussoirs. This window is flanked by a pair of diminutive, dome-capped towers. Above the window was an incised 
cross, below a small curved pediment capping the gable. The original appearance of the facade is documented in 
Rose Stereographic Co. postcard P. 2648 (State Library of Victoria Picture Collection). The side elevations are also 
of brick with simple cement dressings. The round-headed windows are divided by engaged buttresses. 

 
The church interior was finished in smooth render beneath a coved ceiling clad in diagonal lining boards and divided 
by timber beams resting on corbels. 

 
The facade of the church was heavily remodeled, possibly in 1935 (when a small front porch was added). The face 
brick was covered with a smooth render. The gable parapet was simplified and now terminates in a peak, instead of a 
curved pediment. The incised cross was replaced by a niche holding a statue. The original elements that survive 
include the round-headed central window with tracery and banded voussoirs flanked by dome-capped towers, and the 
segmentally arched doorway. 

 
The 1969 sanctuary and sacristy were added to the end of the church, with an additional seating area of 1987 on the 
south side. This extension more than doubled the size of the church. It is recognisably modern and has a flat roof with 
an uncomfortable junction to the 1910 nave. 

 
The post-1978 red-brick entrance porch conceals the lower part of the facade from view. 

 
Presbytery 
The former St Macartan's Presbytery, now the church's Community Centre, is a brick building primarily of 1912-16. 

 
The original extent of the Presbytery has a large hipped roof, oriented perpendicular to the street. The facade is broken 
up into a variety of projecting bays. On the left-hand side is a hipped-roof bay which projects to the side. It has exposed 
rafter ends to the roof. On the right-hand side is a gable-fronted bay ornamented by curved timber brackets, giving it an 
Italianate appearance. The side elevation adjoining the gable also has projecting rafter ends. At the centre is a small 
gable- fronted timber verandah, or porch, marking the entryway. The windows to the facade - narrow double-hung 
sashes beneath flat arches - and the front door - with sidelights and highlight - are late Victorian in style, as are the 
details to the Italianate gable-fronted bay. The front porch, on the other hand, is Arts and Crafts in style, with exposed 
rafter ends, half-timbering to the gable, and heavy timber verandah brackets with Gothic arch details. 

 
The chimneys are (overpainted) brick with a soldier course at the top, suggesting a late 'teens or 1920s date. 

 
The juxtaposition of the Victorian-type detailing with those of the 1910s suggests that there may have been a small 
nineteenth-century house incorporated into the larger Presbytery in 1912-16. 

 
The Presbytery has undergone a number of alterations and extensions. The face brick of the ground floor has been 
overpainted. The verandah floor has been replaced with concrete, and the bottom of the posts replaced with metal 
stirrups. The roof has been re-cladded with cement tiles. Originally it had terracotta tiles with ram's horn finials. A 
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large dormer window has been constructed at the front of the roof (and another at the rear). An intrusive, skillion-
roof timber addition has been built on the north-side elevation, though set back from the facade. It has taken the 
place of a long verandah with similar detailing to the front porch (visible in Rose Stereographic Co. postcard P. 
2648, State Library of Victoria). 

 
 

Recommended Management 
 
Conservation Guidelines (General) 
 
The heritage management of this place should be in keeping with heritage policy at Clauses 43.01 and 22.04 of the 
Mornington Peninsla Planning Scheme, and should be directed toward the conservation of the significant fabric 
identified in Council's statement of significance, ie the extent of the 1909-10 fabric of the church, and the original extent 
of the 1912-16 fabric of the Presbytery, and the enhancement of the heritage place by reconstruction of missing fabric 
and/or through sympathetic modern additions.   
 
Conservation Guidelines (Specific) 
 
The following conservation actions would be supported should the opportunity arise: 

 
• Demolition or alterations to the non-significant fabric of the buildings, ie the sanctuary and narthex additions to 

the church, and the interwar and postwar additions to the Presbytery, are acceptable, providing any proposed new 
works are appropriate to the heritage place.   

 
• It is envisaged that a smaller sanctuary and smaller narthex may be considered for the church in the future, and this 

is appropriate subject to reconstruction of the original design, or, if appropriate, construction of a sympathetic 
modern design.   
 

• It is also anticipated that the front 10 metres of the Presbytery will be retained, ie 10m behind the south west 
corner of the extant building, and the rear part and side addition may be demolished, subject to any new works 
being appropriate.   The attic storey and other parts of the retained building might be removed if they are found to 
post date 1916. 
 

• In relation to the curtilage around the church, it is desirable that no buildings be built between the church and the 
presbytery, but there could be landscaped elements and even landscape structures [such as pergolas or lych gates] 
in between, and it might also be possible to place a pedestrian and/or vehicular access between them. 
 

• Development to the west side of the church and to the rear or north of the reworked church [and new sanctuary] 
should not come closer than 5-10m to the church [ie preferably 10m, but perhaps up to 5m for some limited extent 
of new built form].  If vehicular access to the land at the rear is required to the west of the church, it could be 
placed between the church and the built form in order to establish a clear line of sight and appropriate landscaping 
along the west side of the church.   
 

• The existing modern house on the west side of the church can be demolished.  
 

• The land to the rear of the site [ie to the rear of the church and Presbytery] could be redeveloped, with design and 
landscaping that maintains the setting of the adjacent heritage place, and subject to normal planning controls.  It is 
anticipated that buildings to the rear of the site may be of more than one storey.  
 

  Comparative Analysis 
 

St Macartan's Church is a rare example of Baroque Revival in the Mornington Peninsula Shire. A survey of all of the 
churches already on the Heritage Overlay and the National Trust Register in 2011, as well as those recommended for 
heritage protection by previous studies, shows that the other churches are either Gothic Revival (of weatherboard, 
brick or limestone), or so simple as to have no definable style. For example, looking at churches built or completed 
during the Federation era (1890 to 1918), we find: St Mark's Church of England, Dromana (1892, architects 
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Yes 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 

 

Hyndman & Bates), a simple limestone Gothic building with brick quoins and banding; St Thomas' Roman Catholic, 
Portsea (1903), a very modest weatherboard building; St Andrew's Church of England, Somerville (1904), a red 
brick and render Gothic Revival church; and the nave of St Andrew's Uniting, Sorrento (1906, architect Charles 
Haslett), a squat Norman limestone building. 

 
St Macartan's Church can be compared to St Joseph's Catholic Church, 47 Stanhope St, Malvern (Stonnington, 
HO102), by Fritsch and Fritsch, of 1908. While a much larger and more dramatic design, it shares distinctive 
features with St Macartan's such as the round-headed arched window with stripped voussoirs and the front buttresses 
of dome-capped mini towers. Similar capped towers and round openings with stripped voussoirs were used by 
Fritsch and Fritsch for the 1890 red brick and render Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church, South Melbourne (Port 
Phillip, HO238). In this case, the small towers extend upward from either side of the front parapet. 

 
 
Statement of Significance 

 
What is significant? 
St Macartan's Catholic Church and Presbytery, 8-10 Drake Street, Mornington. The following buildings contribute to 
the significance of the place: 

 
• The brick and render church designed by architects Fritsch and Fritsch to the extent of its 1909-10 fabric. 

• The Presbytery to the extent of its 1912-16 fabric, including any earlier fabric incorporated into the building. 
 

How is it significant? 
St Macartan's Church and Presbytery are of local architectural, historical and social significance to the Mornington 
Peninsula Shire. 

 
Why is it significant? 
The church is of architectural significance as a rare example of the Baroque Revival style in the municipality. 
(Criterion B) Also as a simple example of the work of architects Fritsch and Fritsch, who were prolific designers for 
the Catholic Church and key proponents of Romanesque and Baroque architecture in Victoria. While the facade was 
simplified c.1935, it still bears the hallmarks of the Fritsch's style, such as the dome capped towers, also seen on their 
Church of St Joseph's, Malvern. (Criteria H, E) 

 
The Presbytery is architecturally significant for its remaining late Victorian features including a hipped roof bay of 
Italianate appearance, a gable-fronted bay ornamented by curved timber brackets and fenestration and an Arts and 
Crafts inspired porch and half timbered gable end. (Criterion E) 

 
The place is of historical and social significance as the site of the first Catholic Church in Mornington of 1896, and for 
the continuous use of the site for this purpose until the present day. (Criterion G) 

 
 
Recommendations 2012 

 
External Paint Controls 
Internal Alteration 
Controls Tree Controls 
Fences & Outbuildings 
Prohibited Uses May Be Permitted 
Incorporated Plan 
Aboriginal Heritage Place 
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT 
 

 
Name 
Address 

 
Beal House  
19 Dueran Street Mount Eliza 

 
 

Significance 
 

 
 
Local 

Place Type 
Citation Date 

Residence  
2012 

  

 

 
 

 
Recommended 
Heritage Protection 

 

VHR No  
HI No  
PS Yes 
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  History and Historical Context 
 

Post 1945 Residential history 
 

The Mornington Peninsula has been the principal holiday resort for Melbourne, a tradition that has carried over since 
the nineteenth and early twentieth century. It has been a playground for architects whose commissions have involved 
holiday and permanent houses of both grand and modest proportions. The works of many of the prominent 
Melbourne architectural firms such as Grounds Romberg and Boyd and Chancellor and Patrick are represented on the 
Peninsula. In addition there is a tradition of the vernacular beach house, often based on project home models, one of 
which was called 'The Peninsula'. Many of these prototypes for the mass market were also designed by architects 
including Robin Boyd (Reeves 2011). Post-war development still tended to be clustered in nodes around established 
settlements of Frankston, Mornington and Mount Eliza. 

 
The Peninsula became seen as a recognizable and comprehensive architectural culture in the years immediately 
following  World War II. Robin Boyd coined the phrase 'Port Phillip Idiom' to describe it, followed by Neil Clerehans' 
'Peninsula Precocious' (Hamann 2009). Houses tended to fall into one of several camps including executive living, 
particularly prevalent in Mount Eliza which became home for the generation of executives from industry in the south-
eastern suburbs such as General Motors. 
 
Another group included the buildings which delighted in the architectural response to sea and landscape, tending to 
break new ground in their form and to express their vision of the new in bold new ways. Roy Grounds’ Henty House 
at Frankston set the scene for a generation of bold forms of architectural experimentation. However, more than any 
other architects, the sheer number of houses by Chancellor and Patrick define the post-war  architecture of the 
Peninsula. Working in a variety of idioms, the influences on their work included internationalism, Frank Lloyd 
Wright and the Griffins, Japanese architecture and bold playful geometry. Together with the work of John Rouse who 
ran the Frankston office of the firm, Chancellor and Patrick have contributed a significant body of residential work to 
the Mornington Peninsula. 

 
Restrained linear designs by Guildford Bell and Neil Clerehan included several stylish houses such as Trade 
Winds in Canadian Bay Road and the Simon House in Daveys Bay Road. These were highly controlled formal 
houses using the International style of window walls of glass and indoor outdoor connections to generous outdoor 
living spaces. 

 
The Peninsula was not immune to the more exuberant buildings of Kevin Borland and others in his wake, and these 
relaxed buildings were more like the 'everyday beach houses' which also make a significant contribution to the 
Peninsula. Of simple form with gable or monopitch roof and a variety of timber claddings, these houses often grew 
over time and had simple and flexible floor plans. These 'modern' holiday homes are among the most ubiquitous 
buildings on the Peninsula (Maclean 2009). Another significant contributor in residential architecture was the 
geometric forms of Cocks and Carmichael and others whose highly controlled houses are precursors of the later 
wave of 70s, 80s and 90s architecturally designed houses. The Peninsula continues to be a playground for residential 
architecture and both the high style and the vernacular post-war residential buildings contribute to its identity. 

 
Place history 

 
In January 1923, George Tallis, theatrical proprietor of Melbourne, purchased over 303 acres (303 acres and 20 
perches) in Mount Eliza. Tallis sold his land to Cubert Keogh and John King, Melbourne estate agents, in July 1925. 
King and Keogh proceeded to subdivide the land and in May 1948 Douglas McLean, builder, purchased lot 802 (the 
eastern third of the current 19 Dueran Street). One month later in June 1948, Mavis Wilson became the owner, 
before Leslie Waters and Lydia Waters purchased the property in July 1958. Neil and Mary Gilbert became the 
owners in September 1961. In May 1964 John and Jocelyn Beal purchased the property after buying the lot to the 
west (the middle third of the current number 19) two years earlier in May 1962 (Titles 7177/321; 4658/443; 
7254/781). The existing house was built for the Beals in 1966 and was designed by John Rouse of Chancellor and 
Patrick (SLV picture collection). 

 
The titles indicate that the Beals were still the owners in 2006, which suggests that they were the owners who 
purchased the third lot (creating the current existing boundaries) and constructed the house in 1966. (Title 
10945/842). 
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John Rouse of Chancellor and Patrick, architects 

 
Incorporating local and international influences, David Chancellor, Rex Patrick and their small firm constantly 
challenged, developed and reworked their ideas, clear on their vision to create their own architectural identity. 
Closely aligned with the desires and optimism of the period, their philosophy explored the possibilities of space 
within a building and the relationship of the built form to the landscape. Their designs often incorporated geometrical 
forms in planning and the development of structure. They would also borrow from the Japanese house in roof form, 
pavilion planning and use of extended eaves to create cascading roofs, but all of their residential work is noted for its 
integration of the interior with the exterior. They borrowed both from international sources and from the local site to 
make houses that are stylish, sophisticated and earthy. Their designs use materials in a raw and honest manner, 
staining timber instead of painting it, using plain concrete bricks or blocks and sometimes incorporating stone for 
dramatic effect (Callister 2011). 

 
The houses of Chancellor and Patrick form the largest group of architect-designed houses in the Mornington and 
Mount Eliza area. These houses are supplemented by small institutional buildings such as church halls and pre-schools 
indicating the widespread use of their services in the community. What is remarkable is the extent to which each 
building is an individual design despite employing design elements and a palette of materials that are similar. Growth 
and development of their work is noticeable as are the clearly different design briefs. Despite the many houses on the 
Peninsula designed by Chancellor and Patrick, each is distinctive (Callister 2011). 
 
David Chancellor set up solo practice in Frankston in 1952. He was joined by Rex Patrick, Colin Jones and John 
Rouse and at the beginning of 1954 the firm of Chancellor and Patrick was established. From the beginning the idea of 
collaborative practice was at the core of what David Chancellor stood for and this was reflected in the creative design 
work of the practice. In 1957 the firm opened a second office in South Yarra and the Frankston office was run by John 
Rouse who had become an Associate in 1965. This house is believed to have been designed by Rouse in 1966 at the 
time he left the firm to establish his own practice (pers. com. current owner). A house designed by Rouse for himself 
at 85 Kunyung Road, Mount Eliza is recommended in this review for a Heritage Overlay. 
 
The Chancellor and Patrick partnership was long lasting (1954-1982) and exhibited the typical development from 
residential work to larger industrial, commercial and educational commissions. Their approach to architecture was 
defined by regional identity and humanism - two key ideas in post-war architectural theory. It embraced the 
International Style of modernism and the 'new humanism' of the 1960s (Callister 2011). 

 
Sources 

 
Callister, Winsome (2011), Desire and Identity: The Architecture of Chancellor and Patrick, Exhibition 
catalogue , Mornington Peninsula Regional Gallery. 
Certificate of Titles, as cited above. 
Hamman, Conrad (2009), 'Architecture and its Culture: what was it about the Peninsula?', in Out of the Square, the 
Mornington Peninsula Regional Gallery exhibition catalogue. 
James, Rodney (2009), 'Peninsula Precocious' in Out of the Square, the Mornington Peninsula Regional 
Gallery exhibition catalogue. 
McLean, Lucinda (2009), 'Everyday beach houses' in Out of the Square, the Mornington Peninsula Regional 
Gallery exhibition catalogue. 
Reeves, Simon of Built Heritage Pty Ltd, personal communication, October 30 2011. 
State Library of Victoria, Pictures Collection, 'Beale House Cnr Koetung St. & Dueran St. Mount. Eliza. Vic. - 
John Rouse (Chancellor & Patrick) 1966', Accession No: H91.244/1589 Image No: a20270 (accessed Nov 
2011). Tregonning, Maureen (not dated), 'Balcombe Hill Estate', held by Mornington & District Historical 
Society. [unknown author] (1981), Seven in the seventies: Kevin Borland, Cooks and Carmichael, Peter Crone, 
Edmond and Corrigan, Gunn Hayball, Daryl Jackson, Max May: exhibition gallery, Melbourne. 
 ,
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  Description 
 

Physical Description 
 

The house at 19 Dueran Street Mount Eliza is a two storey timber and concrete masonry building with a strong 
horizontal emphasis created by the balconies. The roof is hipped with a low-pitch, narrow eaves line and dominated 
by a large central skylight of sloping glass. The design of the house borrows from the Japanese tradition, one of the 
many influences of the design work of Chancellor and Patrick. This is evident in the adoption of a pavilion form, deep 
porches and balconies and the use of dark stained timber work contrasting with the balconies. Grey concrete masonry 
wing walls are interspersed with the white painted solid clad balconies. 

 
The Beal House at 19 Dueran Street, designed and built in 1966 is an innovative house that shows many of the 
elements which later became mainstream in architect designed housing of the 1970s and 80s. 

 
An earlier photograph (SLV H91.244/1589 Image No: a20270) shows that a room has been filled in to the ground 
floor to the left of the driveway; however this has been done in a sympathetic manner. This is confirmed by the current 
owner, who states that the entire ground floor was originally designed as an open-sided utility area for parking several 
cars and a boat with all living and sleeping areas on the first floor (pers. com. wner). The first floor and central light 
shaft are unaltered. The house displays a relatively high degree of integrity in its external presentation, particularly the 
first floor. 

 
The large site, now comprising three blocks has a mature garden and a tennis court. There is an unsympathetic carport 
to the south side of the house (towards the tennis court).   
 
Recommended Management 

 
Conservation guidelines (General) 

 
Please refer to the Cultural Heritage Places Local Policy in the Mornington Peninsula Planning Scheme (Clause 
22.04 or as amended) for the heritage management guidelines for this place. 

 
Conservation guidelines (Specific) 

 
None specified 

 
 
Comparative Analysis 

 
The architectural firm of Chancellor and Patrick were the most prolific architects working on the Mornington 
Peninsula during the 1950s and 60s. Their output at that time included small institutional buildings such 
kindergartens and church halls, but the vast majority of their buildings were private residential commissions. The 
significant residential output of this firm on the Mornington Peninsula includes houses in a wide variety of 
architectural styles. Also notable is the designer John Rouse who made a major contribution to the practice and also 
undertook some of his own commissions using similar design principles. 

 
The core design philosophy of Chancellor and Patrick was that of place, drawing their inspiration from the site as 
well as design influences from Australia and overseas. Their buildings display elements of regionalism as well as 
internationalism buts were always grounded in a respect for materials and construction as well as a fundamental 
principle of responding to the site, often in a powerful and dramatic manner. The houses inspired by the Frank Lloyd 
Wright school were often expressed in later designs of lower pitched gables with large overhanging eaves and walls 
of glass and these formed the basis of a large number of house designs. 

 
A large number of Chancellor and Patrick houses have been identified from photographs in the Peter Wille 
collection in the State Library. Not all of these houses have been visited and some may now be demolished. 

 
This study has found that the residential buildings fall into some broad groupings that include: 

 
Geometry & experiment - generally the earlier houses that display bold forms and experiments in structure. 
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Early work such as the McCraith House in Dromana in the mid 1950s 

O'Shannassy House, 6 Beleura Hill Road Mornington 
 

Open L plan 
 

2 Frontage Way Mornington - bold semi-circular planning. 
 

Gable roof either 1 or 2 storey - A large grouping of houses largely from the late 1950s and early 1960s generally 
with several tiered gables fronting the street or flat roofs at different heights. 

 
Watson House at 3 Thornton Road Mount Eliza [HO242] 

 
85 Kunyung Road Mount Eliza [John Rouse's house] 

 
11 Inglis Street Mornington 
 
501 Esplanade Mount Martha 

 
Flat roof 1 or 2 storey or combination - flat roofed houses often with the roofs in a series of planes of different 
heights 

 
Kiddle House - 8 Harleston Road Mount Eliza 1954 

 
501 Esplanade Mount Martha 1960 

 
Japanese inspired - adopting a pavilion form and the use of large timber beams extending through to the exterior.  
 
Pier Hill, 839 Esplanade Mornington 1961 

19 Dueran Street Mount Eliza 1966 
 

Homestead - more conventional low pitched gable roof houses of long rectangular planning. 
 

7 Bath Street Mount Eliza 
 

12 Thornton Road Mount Eliza 
 

Church Halls - often including interesting screening in brick or timber 
 

St Peter’s Church Hall Albert Street Mornington [HO2] St James’ the Less Hall Koetung Road Mount Eliza  

Kindergartens 

44 Barmah Road Mount Eliza 
 

Mount Eliza Infant Welfare Wimbledon Avenue Mount Eliza [HO214] 
 

There are nine Chancellor and Patrick buildings currently on the Heritage Overlay in the Shire. There are also a 
number of other excellent houses, some of which have been assessed by this study.  Of the ones assessed by this 
study the stand out examples of residential architecture are: 

 
501 Esplanade Mount Martha for its high degree of integrity, skilful composition and landmark location. 

 
8 Harleston Road Mount Eliza for its combination of linear planning and bush setting. 

 
839 Esplanade Mornington for its stone work and Japanese influence. The interior is of note for its cantilevered 
fireplace however this has not been investigated. 
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Yes 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 

 

 
A number of other buildings have been investigated as part of a Shire-wide desktop study of Chancellor and Patrick 
buildings (Context, 2012),and as a result of this study, it is considered that the buildings assessed as part of the 
Mornington Peninsula Heritage Review (Area 1), represent excellent examples with high integrity. There are also 
others outside the study area that have potential for assessment.   The Beal House is a typical Chancellor and 
Patrick/John Rouse residence displaying design features that at the time of construction were innovative but were 
later to become mainstream in architectural design. It adopts an unusual two storey pavilion form which is unlike 
most other Chancellor and Patrick houses. 

 
 
Statement of Significance 

 
What is significant? 

 
19 Dueran Street Mount Eliza designed in 1966 by architect John Rouse of Chancellor and Patrick for the Beal 
family, is significant. 

 
How is it significant? 

 
19 Dueran Street is of historical and architectural significance to Mornington Peninsula Shire. 

 
Why is it significant? 

 
19 Dueran Street is a moderately intact example of the later period of residential architecture of Chancellor and 
Patrick. Architect John Rouse, as manager of the Frankston office was involved with much of their Peninsula work 
and the Beale House displays the appreciation of form and honesty of materials that exemplifies the work of the 
practice. Key design elements are the central skylight, unpainted concrete masonry, balconies with sheet cladding 
and pavilion form. (Criterion E) 

 
19 Dueran Street is part of the tradition of high quality residential architecture designed by notable architectural firms 
that define the Mornington Peninsula residential development in the post-1945 period. (Criterion A) 

 
 
Recommendations 2012 

 
External Paint Controls 
Internal Alteration 
Controls Tree Controls 
Fences & Outbuildings 
Prohibited Uses May Be Permitted 
Incorporated Plan 
Aboriginal Heritage Place 

 
 
 

Other Recommendations 
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT (extract from Heritage Assessment: Park 
Hill, later Oak Hill, 100 Mornington Tyabb Rd, Mornington, 2013 by Graeme 
Butler & Associates) 
 

 
Name 
Address 

 
OAK HILL (former Park Hill) 
350 Dunns Road, Mornington (part) 

 
 

Significance Level Local 

Place Type 
Citation Date 

Homestead Complex 
2012 

 

 
Note: This is an amended citation by Graeme Butler and Associates, with some information 
drawn from the previous citation by Context Pty Ltd for the Heritage review. 

 

 
 

 
 

Recommended 
Heritage Protection 

 

VHR No  
HI No  
PS Yes 
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History 
 
Locality History 
In 1851 Victoria became an independent colony, and in 1854 a subdivisional plan was drawn up for 
the Mornington Peninsula. A majority of the allotments were 640 acres and the township of Snapper 
Point (later Mornington) was laid out, with the roads yet unnamed. The townships of Osborne and 
Earimil were concurrently laid out. A.B. Balcombe was one of the first settlers in the area in the 1850s 
and is credited with naming the point after the ‘Snapper’, a small boat wrecked off the coast, however, 
another early settler, Alfred Downward attributed the name to the fish found offshore (Moorhead 
1978:10; Rogers 1961:22-23). 
 
By 1857 government correspondence carried a new spelling, Schnapper Point, and the town was 
becoming an important centre in the region. By the 1860s Cobb and Co. ran a coach service from 
Melbourne to Schnapper Point, the pier was near completion and communications opened up with the 
first electric telegraph office opening in 1861. In 1860 A. B. Balcombe was made the first chairman of 
the Mount Eliza District Roads Board and during this decade Mornington became the legal centre of 
the region. The Peninsula region remained isolated and depended upon Schnapper Point’s limited 
transport capabilities, until the Point Nepean Road (later the Nepean Highway) was constructed from 
1863 onwards (Rogers 1961:22-33). 
 
Mornington Peninsula was advertised as a bayside resort in the 1880s, with Schnapper Point noted as 
the most elite, with ‘many beautiful villas and family mansions that dot the hillside being quite a 
feature of the place’. The late nineteenth century was a time of growth for the region, which was 
further encouraged by the arrival of the railway in Mornington in 1889 (Rogers 1961:39-40). 
 
 
Place history  
The land was granted to Mornington Peninsula pioneer, Henry Dunn, in 1855 and became the centre 
of a large farm holding in the district until his death in 1891. This house was erected for Henry and 
formed part of his estate, as described by his son William in February 1892, apparently as an addition 
to an earlier weatherboard house that remained on the property.  
 
Henry’s extensive estate including Park Hill Farm was put up for sale in 1896 with the following 
description:  
 
THE PARKHILL FARM. 440 acres of land, well fenced, partly cleared and cultivated, and situated 
about 1.1/2 miles from Mornington railway station. The buildings comprise NEW 6-ROOMED 
BRICK VILLA, weatherboard farm house, yards, .sheds, &e.,- . –  
All the above properties were originally taken up by the late Mr Henry Dunn from the Crown, and are 
the pick of the district…  
 
Henry’s son and executor, William Henry Dunn, owned the property until his death in 1934. A 
farmer, he also operated the Mornington Shire pound at Park Hill from 1895.  
 
Albert Poole, a Wangaratta grazier became the new owner of a reduced property in 1940. The inter-
war changes evident in the house, and probably the out buildings, date from this tenure.  
 
The 1957 aerial view shows the house plan as existing enclosed by hedge rows and the oak a small 
dot, indicating it was planted in the inter-war period. Garden elements are visible south of the house.  
 
Henry and Catherine Dunn  
 
Park Hill was Henry Dunn’s major place of residence and farming activity in his long tenure at 
Mornington. This house was part of his estate at his death.  
 
Henry Dunn was born the son of Charles and Thomasina (Hooper) Dunn on 28 Apr 1808 in Bideford, 



 

60 
 

Devon, England. He arrived in 1841 at Port Phillip Bay aged 28, departing from Plymouth on the Ship 
Westminister with wife Mary (Moor). Mary died in 1855 and Catherine (Hallet Peters) took her place 
in 1864.  
 
A farmer and grazier, early pioneer of the Mornington area, Henry leased 5,120 acres known as 
Robert Jamieson’s Special Survey south of Mount Martha, from 1846 to 1851. The survey was made 
in 1841, covering eight square miles and purchased from the Crown for one pound an acre. It was 
bounded by Ellerina Road, Bruce Road, Foxeys Road to the north; the line of Point Nepean 
Road/Dunns Creek Road to the south; Port Phillip Bay near Safety Beach to the west; and the line of 
Bulldog Creek Road to the east (Wikipedia, Jamieson's Special Survey referenced). 
 
Catherine Dunn died in 1888 and Henry on 16 Oct 1891, both at Park Hill: they are buried in the 
Mornington Cemetery. Henry’s name is perpetuated in local roads and waterways. He was a member 
of the Mount Eliza Road Board in 1866 and was active in formation of the Mount Martha Park.  
 
Other members of Henry’s family immigrated to South Australia where they became very prosperous 
and influential. His brother Edmund Dunn was a respected Essendon Councillor, renowned for having 
the Moonee Ponds Post Office situated on the main road: he died in the same year as Henry.  
Early in the twentieth century, the William Dunn family was well known in the area and Park Hill a 
destination of some locally significant social occasions.  
 
Conclusion from place history  
 
Henry Dunn was a major figure in the Mornington district, as one of the pioneer farmers and involved 
in local affairs, such as the formation of Mount Martha Park and the local road board. This house was 
the physical culmination of his success but he may never have fully enjoyed the comforts that it 
offered. His wife’s death in 1888 would have further qualified any life he had there.  
 
As the home of the William Dunn family, Park Hill continued as a local landmark, figuring in 
Melbourne social columns. As a residence Park Hill is more associated with William than Henry.  
Beyond the house itself much of the mature rural landscape and probably the outbuildings date from 
after William’s death in 1934.  
 
The Context 2012 Place History states that ` The existing house 'Oak Hill', was built for William 
Henry Dunn in 1892…’, citing the Oak Hill web site. There is no evidence that William had the house 
built but there is evidence that it formed part of his father, Henry’s estate at his death.  
 
Description  
 
The house is a typical Victorian-era suburban villa but with the added refinements of bayed front 
windows. Designed after a simple Italianate style, the typical plan symmetry set around a central 
passage, eaves brackets, M-hip profile main roof, corbelled chimney tops and double-hung sash 
windows are present, set in segmental arched openings.  
 
The brickwork is cream detailing on a brown body brick, with tuck-pointing to the street elevation. 
The walls sit on a squint plinth.  
 
A rebuilt timber framed post-supported veranda is attached to the north and east sides. Judging from 
1950s aerial views the placement and extent of the veranda is as originally built.  
 
The main entrance has top and side lights with the latter fitted with etched ruby glass and the former 
with an etched diaper pattern. The rear entrance leading to the former rear veranda (now enclosed) has 
a top light and worn stone threshold. Service rooms open from the former rear veranda and an added 
fibre cement sheet clad room has been attached at the south-east corner.  
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Interior  
 
The house plan is well-preserved with three rooms either side of a passage, moulded skirtings and 
architraves, moulded plaster cornices, ceiling roses in front rooms, and fireplaces. There are two inter-
war or 1950s mantles, one in the western front room (room 2) and the other in room 3. Pine T&G 
flooring is evident throughout, with some minor patching. 
  
A rear kitchen has an inter-war or later slow combustion enamelled stove in a typical fireplace with 
what may be original built-in cupboard dressers either side, with applied mouldings to doors.  
 
House-farm yard  
 
Some distance to the south of the house there are several altered corrugated iron clad timber-framed 
farm outbuildings, including a gabled stable with a louvered gable vent. Another altered and extended 
(timber part) corrugated iron clad skillion form out-building is to the north-west (dairy use?), all 
probably of inter-war origin.  
 
Stud framing is sawn hardwood and original doors were ledged and braced, the stable with top and 
bottom leaves. These buildings have been altered, the latter extensively.  
 
Integrity to the house construction date   
 
Changes to the house include the veranda reconstruction, partial enclosure of the south part of the 
eastern veranda, a new concrete veranda floor, and painting of the brickwork. There is a new front 
door from the inter-war period.  
 
Context  
 
The house yard is bordered by mature Monterey cypress rows, with some omissions from the 1950s 
aerial view extent. To the south-east of the house is a mature oak. On the east are the former farm 
paddocks and on the west and south are the rose garden and Mornington Peninsula Art gallery, 
respectively.  
 
To the south of the house are garden remnants, echoing the more structured garden or vegetable 
garden evident there in the 1950s.  
 
Conclusion from the description 
 
The house is still well-preserved relative to other Victorian-era farm houses in the locality and could 
be greatly enhanced by restoration of the external finish by chemical removal of the paint and 
reconstruction of the veranda.  
 
The stable is from another later development era than the house and the sphere of significance that it 
possesses and is indicative but supportive of the former farm use. Other outbuildings have been 
altered or were created outside any historically significant period.  
 
The conifer wind rows are an important definition of the former farm use as well as a mature visual 
element that continues southward past the Peninsula art Gallery as a strong cultural landscape element 
that would be hard to replace in the next generation. These rows, as with others on the Peninsula, 
show the needs of shelter belts in farming as one of the significant and early phases of the area’s 
history.  
 
The oak is uncommon at its maturity in the surrounding area although presumably not from the 
Victorian-era of the house.  
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Comparative analysis  
 
The Context 2012 report has nominated the following comparable suburban places from various 
periods. 
  
- 19 Albert Street - double fronted asymmetrical bi-chromatic brick residence (HO328)  
- 107 Barkly Street 'Glenbank' - two storey Italianate mansion with double height cast iron veranda.  
- 740 Esplanade 'Bella Vista' - Intact Italianate style rendered house (HO68)  
- 750-1 Esplanade 'Clyde Villa' - single storey Italianate bi-chromatic brick villa (HO69)  
- 797 Esplanade - 'Mulberry', aka 'Glencoe House' - Weatherboard villa built in two stages, c.1898 and 
c.1907. Second stage designed by Bates, Peebles and Smart  
- 11 Frontage Way - 'Frontage' (Former 'Southdean'), single storey rendered Victorian mansion with 
tower (HO87)  
- 42 Kalimna Drive - 'Beleura' - Victorian Free Classical style mansion (HO104, VHR H319)  
- 1 Ross Street - Victorian gothic style villa (Former Vicarage) Part of HO329 precinct  
- 12-14 Tanti Avenue - two storey Italianate brick mansion with tower.  
 
They conclude:  
 
In particular Oak Hill is unusual in that it is neither a marine villa nor part of speculative 
development but a much rarer farmhouse.  
 
The above conclusion offers a better comparison, as with other farm houses (rather than suburban or 
marine villas) which were typically less substantial than Park Hill, excepting the large marine villas 
set in gentlemen’s farms along the coast. This was part of one of the Peninsula’s first freehold 
working farms and continued as such well into the twentieth century  
 
Recommended Management 
Conservation guidelines (General) 
 
Please refer to the Cultural Heritage Places Local Policy in the Mornington Peninsula Planning 
Scheme (Clause 22.04 or as amended) for the heritage management guidelines for this place. 
 
Conservation guidelines (Specific) 
 
The following management objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where the 
primary contributory elements as listed above should be conserved and enhanced. While the 
outbuildings are identifiable as farm structures, they do not relate directly to the significant period of 
the house and the major part of the Dunn family occupation. The stable however is indicative of 
former farm practices and has a symbolic contribution. The other out-buildings have been altered and 
have no known significance.  
 
 



 

63 
 

Objective: 
 
• To conserve and enhance the property and its setting as described in the Park Hill Statement of Significance where 

enhancement would include replacement of any known missing original components such as:  
 

o Restoring the veranda and former timber floor based on evidence (potentially convex profile roof with 
hipped roof bays around the existing window bays, stop-chamfered timber posts and shaped rafters with 
capitals, plinths, and cast-iron detailing using Victorian-era patterns);  

o Restoring the brickwork by careful chemical removal of the added paint using for example a low pressure 
water wash after application of solvent and repointing as required to match existing pointing;  

o Reinstatement of landscaping, including paths, appropriate to a late Victorian-era farm house and or known 
landscaping in William Dunn’s time of occupation up to 1934 with reference to the 1957 aerial view.  

o Maintenance and perpetuation of the existing conifer wind rows that encase the property visually allowing it 
to survive as a period entity in an increasingly modern built environment.  

 
• Enhancement would also include removal of non-significant accretions such as:  
 

o the 1940s skillion outbuilding ( after measured drawings have been done to accurately record the whole site, 
house, trees, and outbuildings, and cross referenced to detailed photos of these)  

o replacement of the quad profile spouting and fascia with ogee profile with associated cavetto timber wind 
moulds;. 

 
• Adaptation of the remaining out-building, the former stable, would be possible given the interior has little significant 

fabric and exterior need only maintain its characteristic stable door sets.  
\ 

• Conservation would also include maintaining the open grounds around the house limiting the advent of new 
structures beyond the original built up area, pre 1957.  
 

• To conserve, reconstruct and enhance the public view of the property and its contributory elements, as seen from the 
Tyabb Road including construction of appropriate fencing and entry gateway, and gates, and maintenance of the 
mature cypress pine wind rows and oak tree.  
 

• To enhance the cultural experience of being within the farm-house grounds by:  
 

o maintaining and replanting wind rows and other Victorian-era landscaping to obscure the views of unrelated 
adjoining and adjacent development;  

o maintaining the historic mature wind rows and oak tree, in safe condition with regular professional tree 
pruning supervised by a qualified aborist;  

o developing a management plan to sequentially replace the identified trees, either as a group or individually, 
as they become too dangerous to maintain;  

 
• Integration of the Peninsula Regional Art Gallery, Oak Hill and the Rose Garden as discrete and special entities by 

maintaining and enhancing the visual and cultural experience of each, in the case of Oak Hill by being visually 
enclosed within the rectilinear space of the historic farm-house grounds. For example, it is preferable not to open up 
the views between the farm house property and the Art Gallery or the Rose Garden or large car parking areas. Visual 
links may be via highlighted entry points to hedge or tree row enclosures, integrated signs and walking paths.  
 

• Limit car parking spaces within the house grounds, as provided with gravel surfaces, screened by trees, hedging etc.  
 

• To ensure that publicly visible new structures in the property, including paths and vehicle access, and near the house 
are visually recessive and related in terms of form, size, colour, materials and historic placement but are 
distinguishable on close inspection from the original elements. 
 

• To ensure that publicly visible new non-contributory structures in the property ideally do not cover any more of the 
ground than existing and utilise areas where traditionally building activity was carried out;. 
 

• To ensure that new non-contributory structures should not restrict any future reconstruction of historic structures or 
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future replanting (for example locate them clear of the potential root zone of mature Monterey cypress and pines). 
 
• To maintain the property's link with its history, via interpretive boards, promotion and publication of any further 

historical findings. The role Dunn played in formation of Mount Martha Park has a link with the surrounding 
Mornington public reserve.  
 

• To encourage the preparation of a conservation management plan for the property, followed by the creation of an 
incorporated plan for better management in the planning scheme.  
 

Statement of Significance  
 
The following amended Statement of Significance is recommended for the proposed Heritage Overlay to clarify its 
history and contributory elements on the property.  
 
What is significant?  
 
Park Hill (later Oak Hill) at 100-108 Mornington-Tyabb, Road Mornington includes:  
 
• A Victorian-era Italianate villa built for Henry Dunn, occupied by the Dunn family until the 1930s, and its immediate 

garden setting and dimensions;  
• Associated land that formed part of the farm occupied by Henry Dunn since 1855 (primary contribution);  
• Inter-war corrugated iron clad stable (Secondary contribution); and  
• Specimen oak and mature Monterey cypress rows enclosing the house and stable yard on the north, east and west 

sides. (Secondary contribution).  
 

Contributory elements  
 
External contributory elements of primary significance at the house include:  
 
• M-hip profile, corrugated iron clad main roof with faceted hips over the façade window bays;  
• Bayed front windows to the façade;  
• Simple Italianate style,  
• Floor plan symmetry set around a central passage,  
• Eaves and carved brackets,  
• Two brick chimneys with corbelled tops;  
• Double-hung sash windows, set in segmental arched openings that form a minor percentage of the house wall area;  
• Coloured brickwork, cream detailing on a brown body brick, with tuck-pointing to the façade (excluding the added 

paint);  
• Entry door case with side and top lights plus etched glazing (excluding inter-war door) and  
• The extent, location and general form of the rebuilt timber framed post-supported veranda, attached to the north and 

east sides (excluding the concrete floor, the enclosure on the east side detail).  
 
Internal contributory elements of primary significance at the house include:  
 
• The floor plan symmetry, set around a central passage;  
• Hard plaster walls;  
• Moulded plaster cornices and ceiling roses in the two front rooms;  
• Moulded timber skirtings and architraves;  
• Pine T&G flooring; and 
• Victorian-era fireplaces including the kitchen fireplace with built-in dressers to the side (excluding the interwar 

fireplaces in rooms 2 and 3 and the slow combustion enamelled stove).  
 
Contributory elements of secondary significance external to the house include:  
• Inter-war corrugated iron clad gable roofed, stable building;  
• Land within the house and stable yards;  
• Specimen oak next to house; and 
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Yes 
- 
Yes Applies to cypress windbreaks, Oak tree 
- 
- 
- 
- 

 

• Mature Monterey cypress rows containing the house and stable yard on the north, east and west sides.  
 
The main veranda could be rebuilt in a manner closer to the original based on evidence.  
 
 
How is it significant?  
 
Park Hill is historically and aesthetically significant to the Mornington Peninsula.  
 
Why is it significant? 
 
Park Hill is significant:  
 
Historically (criterion A, H)  
As the long-term farm and farm house of the locally prominent Dunn family, as developed by for the pioneering Henry 
Dunn since the inception of this farm in 1855, and  
As a now rare example of a large and substantial Victorian-era farm house sited on one of the first group of freehold 
farms in the Mornington locality. Also for the mature tree rows which are indicative of the former long-term farming use.  
 
Aesthetically (criterion E)  
As a well-preserved Italianate style farm house which is now uncommon as a type in the district, given its age, scale and 
masonry construction and its picturesque rural setting that includes substantial area of open land, long and mature 
Monterey cypress wind rows and a specimen oak.  
 
Recommendations 2012 

 
External Paint Controls 
Internal Alteration 
Controls Tree Controls 
Fences & Outbuildings 
Prohibited Uses May Be Permitted 
Incorporated Plan 
Aboriginal Heritage Place 
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT 
 

 
Name 
Address 

 
HOUSE  
501 Esplanade Mount Martha 

 
Significance 
Level 

 
 
Local 

Place Type 
Citation Date 

Residence  
2012 

  

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Recommended 
Heritage Protection 

 

VHR No  
HI No 
 PS Yes 

 
 



 

67 
 

History and Historical Context 
 

Post-1945 residential history 
The Mornington Peninsula has been the principal holiday resort for Melbourne, a tradition that has carried over since 
the nineteenth and early twentieth century. It has been a playground for architects whose commissions have involved 
holiday and permanent houses of both grand and modest proportions. The work of many of the prominent Melbourne 
architectural firms such as Grounds Romberg and Boyd and Chancellor and Patrick is represented on the Peninsula. 
In addition there is a tradition of the vernacular beach house, often based on project home models, one of which was 
called 'The Peninsula'.  Many of these prototypes for the mass market were also designed by architects including 
Robin Boyd (Reeves 2011). Post-war development still tended to be clustered in nodes around established 
settlements of Frankston, Mornington and Mount Eliza. 

 
The Peninsula became seen as a recognizable and comprehensive architectural culture in the years immediately 
following World War II. Robin Boyd coined the phrase 'Port Phillip Idiom' to describe it, followed by Neil Clerehans' 
'Peninsula Precocious' (Hamann 2009). Houses tended to fall into one of several camps including executive living, 
particularly prevalent in Mount Eliza which became home for the generation of executives from industry in the south-
eastern suburbs, such as General Motors. 

 
Another group included the buildings which delighted in the architectural response to sea and landscape, tending to 
break new ground in their form and to express their vision of the new in bold new ways. Roy Grounds Henty House at 
Frankston set the scene for a generation of bold forms architectural experimentation. However more than any other 
architects, the sheer number of houses by Chancellor and Patrick define the post-war architecture of the Peninsula. 
Working in a variety of idioms the influences on their work included internationalism, Frank Lloyd Wright and the 
Griffins, Japanese architecture and bold playful geometry. Together with the work of John Rouse who ran the 
Frankston office of the firm, Chancellor and Patrick have contributed a significant body of residential work to the 
Mornington Peninsula. 

 
Restrained linear designs by Guildford Bell and Neil Clerehan included several stylish houses such as Trade 
Winds in Canadian Bay Road and the Simon House in Daveys Bay Road. These were highly controlled formal 
houses using the International style of window walls of glass and indoor outdoor connections to generous outdoor 
living spaces. 

 
The Peninsula was not immune to the more exuberant buildings of Kevin Borland and others in his wake, and these 
relaxed buildings were more like the 'everyday beach houses' which also make a significant contribution to the 
Peninsula. Of simple form with gable or monopitch roof and a variety of timber claddings, these houses often grew 
over time and had simple and flexible floor plans. These 'modern' holiday homes are among the most ubiquitous 
buildings on the Peninsula (Maclean 2009). Another significant contributor in residential architecture was the 
geometric forms of Cocks and Carmichael and others whose highly controlled houses are precursors of the later 
wave of 70s, 80s and 90s architecturally designed houses. The Peninsula continues to be a playground for residential 
architecture and both the high style and the vernacular post-war residential buildings contribute to its regional 
identity. 

 
Place history 
In May 1949, Mary McNamara, owner of the Caulfield Club Hotel, Caulfield, purchased the four acre corner block 
between the Esplanade and Victoria Crescent.  McNamara subdivided and created the current boundaries of 501 
Esplanade, Mount Martha. Cyril and Gwendoline Juggins purchased number 501 from Mary in July 1957 (Butler 
2008:396; Titles 2435/986; 8168/991). The existing house was designed by architects Chancellor and Patrick, and 
built for the Juggins family in 1960 (MPSC). 



 

68 
 

 

   Chancellor and Patrick, architects 
Incorporating local and international influences, David Chancellor, Rex Patrick and their small firm constantly 
challenged, developed and reworked their ideas, clear on their vision to create their own architectural identity. 
Closely aligned with the desires and optimism of the period, their philosophy explored the possibilities of space 
within a building and the relationship of the built form to the landscape. Their designs often incorporated geometrical 
forms in planning and the development of structure. They could also borrow from the Japanese house in roof form, 
pavilion planning and use of extended eaves to create cascading roofs, but all of their residential work is noted for it 
integration of the interior with the exterior. They borrowed both from international sources and from the local site to 
make houses that are stylish, sophisticated and earthy. Their designs use materials in a raw and honest manner, 
staining timber instead of painting it, using plain concrete bricks or blocks and sometimes incorporating stone for 
dramatic effect (Callister 2011). 

 
The houses of Chancellor and Patrick form the largest group of architect-designed houses in the Mornington and 
Mount Eliza area. These houses are supplemented by small institutional buildings such as church halls and pre schools 
indicating the widespread use of their services in the community. What is remarkable is the extent to which each 
building is an individual design despite employing design elements and a palette of materials that are similar. Growth 
and development of their work is noticeable as are the clearly different design briefs. Despite the many houses on the 
Peninsula designed by Chancellor and Patrick, each is distinctive (Callister 2011). 

 
David Chancellor set up solo practice in Frankston in 1952. He was joined by Rex Patrick, Colin Jones and John 
Rouse, and at the beginning of 1954 the firm of Chancellor and Patrick was established. From the beginning the idea 
of collaborative practice was at the core of what David Chancellor stood for and this was reflected in the creative 
design work of the practice. In 1957 the firm opened a second office in South Yarra and the Frankston office was run 
by John Rouse who had become an Associate in 1965. The Chancellor and Patrick partnership was long lasting 
(1954-1982) and exhibited the typical development from residential work to larger industrial, commercial and 
educational commissions. Their approach to architecture was defined by regional identity and humanism - two key 
ideas in post-war architectural theory. It embraced the International Style of modernism and the 'new humanism' of 
the 1960s (Callister 2011). 

 
Sources 
Butler, Graeme & Associates (2008), Environmental History for the Mornington Peninsula Shire Council 
[draft only]. 
Butler, Graeme & Associates, Context Pty Ltd (editors) (2011), Mornington Peninsula Shire Environmental History. 
Callister, Winsome (2011), Desire and Identity: The Architecture of Chancellor and Patrick, Exhibition catalogue , 
Mornington Peninsula Regional Gallery. 
Certificate of Titles, as cited above. 
Hamman, Conrad (2009), 'Architecture and its Culture: what was it about the Peninsula?', in Out of the Square, the 
Mornington Peninsula Regional Gallery exhibition catalogue. 
James, Rodney (2009), 'Peninsula Precocious' in Out of the Square, the Mornington Peninsula Regional 
Gallery exhibition catalogue. 
Lodged Plan, held by the Titles Office. 
McLean, Lucinda (2009), 'Everyday beach houses' in Out of the Square, the Mornington Peninsula Regional 
Gallery exhibition catalogue. 
Moorhead, Leslie (1971), Mornington in the wake of Flinders, historical survey, North 
Melbourne.  
Mornington Peninsula Shire Council (MPSC), plans held in the property file. 
Reeves, Simon of Built Heritage Pty Ltd, personal communication, October 30 2011. 
Tregonning, Maureen (not dated), 'Balcombe Hill Estate', held by Mornington & District Historical Society. 
[unknown author] (1981), Seven in the seventies: Kevin Borland, Cooks and Carmichael, Peter Crone, Edmond 
and Corrigan, Gunn Hayball, Daryl Jackson, Max May: exhibition gallery, Melbourne. 
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Description 
 

Physical Description 
 

The modernist house at 501 Esplanade is a landmark property. Its bold composition and high integrity are 
particularly striking. The design borrows from the work of the American architect Frank Lloyd Wright's Usonian 
House and Prairie style design. David Chancellor and Rex Patrick apparently shared an abiding interest in the work 
of both Wright and of Walter Burley Griffin and Marion Mahoney who had worked in Wright’s office in the United 
States. 

 
The house is aligned at an angle to the frontage of the site increasing the drama of the composition and orienting 
the house firmly to the view. 

 
The horizontality of the roof planes and the balcony, balanced by the vertical masonry block of the chimney, is a 
manner reminiscent of the Wright's Falling Water house. The gently sloping site is terraced to form a ground level car 
port that also provides the elevation needed for the living room above to enjoy uninterrupted views of Port Phillip 
Bay. 

 
A dominant feature of the front elevation is a balustrade clad with solid sheeting cantilevered over the ground 
floor. A large window wall extends from floor to ceiling and the roof appears to float directly over the windows 
with little structural support. 

 
The higher roof level of the living room is offset by the lower profile of the bedroom wing that also opens to the 
view with a continuous band of windows. A third level of roof lower than the others forms an entry porch to the 
front door. 

 
The use of dark grey masonry in modular but uneven sized blocks is a contrast to the white painted timber 
joinery. Minimal external alterations have taken place to this house, and those that have been undertaken (new 
doors to undercroft) and some upper floor glazing, have been sympathetically done. 

 
The low front fence, although most probably a replacement, is of an appropriate height to allow appreciation of 
this residence. The garden has been landscaped with shrubs set in a gravel surface. 

 
 

Recommended Management 
 

Conservation guidelines (General) 
 

Please refer to the Cultural Heritage Places Local Policy in the Mornington Peninsula Planning Scheme (Clause 
22.04 or as amended) for the heritage management guidelines for this place. 

 
Conservation guidelines (Specific) 

 
None specified 

 
Comparative Analysis 

 
The architectural firm of Chancellor and Patrick were the most prolific architects working on the Mornington 
Peninsula during the 1950s and 60s. Their output at that time included small institutional buildings such 
kindergartens and church halls, but the vast majority of their buildings were private residential commissions. The 
significant residential output of this firm on the Mornington Peninsula includes houses in a wide variety of 
architectural styles. Also notable is the designer John Rouse who made a major contribution to the practice and also 
undertook some of his own commissions using similar design principles. 

 
The core design philosophy of Chancellor and Patrick was that of place, drawing their inspiration from the site as 
well as design influences from Australia and overseas. Their buildings display elements of regionalism as well as 
internationalism but their buildings were always grounded in a respect for materials and construction as well as a 
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fundamental principle of responding to the site, often in a powerful and dramatic manner. The houses inspired by 
Frank Lloyd Wright school were often expressed in later designs of lower pitched gables with large overhanging 
eaves and walls of glass and these formed the basis of a large number of house designs. 

 
A large number of Chancellor and Patrick houses have been identified from photographs in the Peter Wille 
collection in the State Library. Not all of these houses have been visited and some may now be demolished. 

 
This study has found that the residential buildings fall into some broad groupings that include: 

 
Geometry & experiment -generally the earlier houses that display bold forms and experiments in 

structure.  

Early work such as the McCraith House in Dromana in the mid 1950s. 

O'Shannassy House, 6 Beleura Hill Road Mornington. 
 

Open L plan 
 

2 Frontage Way Mornington – bold, semi-circular planning. 
 

Gable roof either 1 or 2 storey A large grouping of houses largely from the late 1950s and early 1960s generally 
with several tiered gables fronting the street or flat roofs at different heights. 

 
Watson House at 3 Thornton Road Mount Eliza [HO242]. 

 
85 Kunyung Road Mount Eliza John Rouse's house. 

 
11 Inglis Street Mornington. 

 
501 Esplanade Mount Martha. 

 
Flat roof 1 or 2 storey or combination - flat roofed houses often with the roofs in a series of planes of different 
heights 

 
Kiddle House - 8 Harleston Road Mount Eliza 1954. 

 
501 Esplanade Mount Martha 1960. 

 
Japanese inspired- adopting a pavilion form and the use of large timber beams extending through to the exterior.  
 

Pier Hill, 839 Esplanade Mornington 1961. 

19 Dueran Street Mount Eliza 1966. 
 

Homestead- more conventional low pitched gable roof houses of long rectangular planning. 
 

7 Bath Street Mount Eliza. 
 

12 Thornton Road Mount Eliza. 
 

Church Halls - often including interesting screening in brick or timber. 
 
St Peter’s Church Hall Albert Street Mornington [HO2] 

St James the Less Hall Koetung Road Mount Eliza  
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Kindergartens 

44 Barmah Road Mount Eliza 
 

Mount Eliza Infant Welfare Wimbledon Avenue Mount Eliza [HO214] 
 

There are nine Chancellor and Patrick buildings currently on the Heritage Overlay in the Shire. There are also a 
number of other excellent houses, some of which have been assessed by this study. Of the ones assessed by this 
study the stand out examples of residential architecture are: 

 
501 Esplanade Mount Martha for its high degree of integrity, skilful composition and landmark location. 

 
8 Harleston Road Mount Eliza for its combination of linear planning and bush setting. 

 
839 Esplanade Mornington for its stone work and Japanese influence. The interior is of note for its cantilevered 
fireplace however this has not been investigated. 

 
A number of other buildings have been investigated as part of a Shire-wide desktop study of Chancellor & Patrick 
buildings (Context, 2012),and as a result of this study, it is considered that the buildings assessed as part of the 
Mornington Peninsula Heritage Review (Area 1), represent excellent examples with high integrity. There are also 
others outside the study area that have potential for assessment. 

 
501 Esplanade is considered to be an excellent example of the flat roofed style and is highly intact. 

 
Statement of Significance 

 
What is significant? 
The house at 501 Esplanade Mount Martha built c.1960 and designed by Chancellor and Patrick is significant. 

 
How is it significant? 
501 Esplanade is of local historical and architectural significance to Mornington Peninsula Shire. 

 
Why is it significant? 
Architecturally the house at 501 Esplanade is an outstanding example of the work of Chancellor and Patrick. This house 
demonstrates a connection to American architecture through the Frank Lloyd Wright 'school'. The key features of the 
house are its setting which is enhanced by the diagonal alignment on its site, the strong horizontal components of the 
balcony. Significant features include the manner in which the roofs are set at different heights to form horizontal planes 
that are echoed by the projecting balustrade, the unpainted dark grey blockwork and the window joinery which appears 
to be original. 501 Esplanade exhibits a high degree of integrity and is an excellent example of modern residential 
architecture in a prominent location. (Criterion E). 

 
501 Esplanade is part of the tradition of high quality residential architecture designed by notable architectural firms 
that define the Mornington Peninsula residential development in the post-1945 period. Chancellor and Patrick were 
the dominant architectural firm operating on the Mornington Peninsula and their importance as the pre-eminent 
architects is demonstrated in the striking composition of this house (Criteria A & H). 
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Yes 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 

 

Recommendations 2012 
 

External Paint Controls 
Internal Alteration 
Controls Tree Controls 
Fences & Outbuildings 
Prohibited Uses May Be Permitted 
Incorporated Plan 
Aboriginal Heritage Place 
 
Other Recommendations  
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT 
 

 
Name 
Address 

 
HOUSE 
824 Esplanade Mornington 

 
 

Significance Level 

 
 
Local 

Place Type 
Citation Date 

House 
2012 

  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Recommended 
Heritage Protection 

VHR No HI No PS Yes 
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  History and Historical Context 
 
Locality History 
In 1851 Victoria became an independent colony, and in 1854 a subdivisional plan was drawn up for Mornington 
Peninsula.  A majority of the allotments were 640 acres and the township of Snapper Point (later Mornington) was 
laid out, with the roads yet unnamed. The townships of Osborne and Earimil were concurrently laid out. A.B. 
Balcombe was one of the first settlers in the area in the 1850s and is credited with naming the point after the 
'Snapper', a small boat wrecked off the coast, however, another early settler, Alfred Downward attributed the name 
to the fish found offshore (Moorhead 1978:10; Rogers 1961:22-23). 

 
By 1857 government correspondence carried a new spelling, Schnapper Point, and the town was becoming an 
important centre in the region. By the 1860s Cobb & Co. ran a coach service from Melbourne to Schnapper Point, 
the pier was near completion and communications opened up with the first electric telegraph office opening in 1861.  
In 1860 A.B. Balcombe was made the first chairman of the Mount Eliza District Roads Board and during this decade 
Mornington became the legal centre of the region. The Peninsula region remained isolated and depended upon 
Schnapper Point's limited transport capabilities, until the Point Nepean Road (later the Nepean Highway) was 
constructed from 1863 onwards (Rogers 1961:22-33). 

 
Mornington Peninsula was advertised as a bayside resort in the 1880s, with Schnapper Point noted as the most elite, 
with ‘many beautiful villas and family mansions that dot the hillside being quite a feature of the place’. The late 
nineteenth century was a time of growth for the region, which was further encouraged by the arrival of the railway in 
Mornington in 1889 (Rogers 1961:39-40). 

 
By the early twentieth century Mornington was established as the main civic and commercial centre on the Peninsula. 
However, it was still a relatively small town, with a population that swelled during the summer months as 
holidaymakers came south from Melbourne. In the first decade of the twentieth century the Progress Association 
focused on beautifying Mornington to encourage tourism and in 1902 planted trees and shrubs in Queen Street and the 
railway reserve. In 1904 the association distributed Sugar Gums to residents, planted gums in Albert Street and seven 
thousand tea-trees on the foreshore between Mills Beach and Marina Cove. Local attractions included bathing 
beaches, croquet clubs, bowling clubs, a new golf club and many parks including Mornington Park, gazetted as a 
public park in 1863 and a much-loved picnic spot (Context 2009:9-10, Moorhead 1971:63). 

 
The town grew steadily and houses were in 'great demand' in the years just prior to World War I. Most were built on 
the speculative subdivisions that had remained largely undeveloped since the late nineteenth century. A newspaper 
article noted that: 

 
Although many homes have been erected at Mornington recently, there are still a great number of the residents 
waiting to be accommodated. The principal reason of the great demand is that owners prefer letting their houses 
furnished to visitors rather than unfurnished to a constant tenant. (Mornington Standard, 20 April 1912, p.2) 

 
Two key factors influenced the development of Mornington township after World War I. They were improved 
transport links and the creation of a permanent reticulated water supply. Train services improved with the 
electrification of the line to Frankston by 1922, and after the formation of the Country Roads Board in 1913 the Point 
Nepean Road from Melbourne, via Frankston, improved vastly. While transport improvements led to an increase in 
the numbers of daytrippers and holiday stays it was the introduction of the permanent water supply to the Mornington 
Peninsula in 1921, which resulted in a wave of suburban development that increased the number of permanent 
residents in the town. The growth of Melbourne accelerated after World War I and Mornington shared the boom 
economy of the early 1920s, with private estates providing 3,000 building blocks in 1922 (Moorhead 1971:151-2, 
166, 186, 191; Argus 31/12/1937:6). 

 
Place history 
This portion of the Esplanade in Mornington was part of A. B. Balcombe's 43 acre 'Balcombe Hill Estate' overlooking 
Mornington, which Balcombe purchased in 1873. The land was subdivided in 1874 into 1.5 to 4 acre lots. It was not 
until 1879 that Balcombe's executors auctioned the land for building purposes. Further subdivision occurred within the 
estate but the area was developed piecemeal until the 1970s when development increased (Tregonning, Balcombe Hill 
Estate: unpaginated). 
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This house was built as a holiday home for Emily Dods of Brunswick. In June 1908 Emily Dods purchased the 
western lots bounded by Morrell Street (originally High Street) and the Esplanade and by 1911 a house was listed in 
the rate books (In 1910-11 the person rated was Elizabeth Dods, the following year Elizabeth was crossed out and 
replaced with Emily) (RB). Dods remained owner until her death in 1941, after which, the property was held by 
trustees. In June 1945 Frederick W. Dods became the owner and proceeded to subdivide the land to its current 
boundaries (Titles 6811/192; 3279/620). 

 
 

Sources 
Certificates of Title, as cited above. 
Context Pty Ltd (2009), Recognising the Heritage of Ranelagh, Conservation Management Plan for the Ranelagh 
Estate, Mount Eliza. 
Moorhead, Leslie (1971), Mornington in the wake of Flinders, historical survey, North Melbourne 
Mornington Shire 
Rogers, Hunter (1961), The Early History of Mornington Peninsula, Melbourne.The Argus. 
Tregonning, Maureen (not dated), 'Balcombe Hill Estate', held by Mornington & District Historical Society. 

 
 
Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
The house at 824 Esplanade, Mornington, is a large Federation weatherboard house. In keeping with this style, there 
is a strong diagonal emphasis, and the extension of the roofline in a broken-back profile to cover the return 
verandah. The massing of the main part of the house is roughly symmetrical along the diagonal north-west axis. A 
projecting, half-timbered gable bookends the facade and the west elevation, with a return verandah between them. 
Beneath the corner of the verandah is a bay window situated on the diagonal. 

 
The front door is tucked back on the west elevation beside the projecting gable. It has a four-panelled door 
with a panelled sidelight. 

 
The verandah is supported on undersized stop-chamfered posts, which may be recent replacements. The solid timber 
frieze is arched. Stylistically, it appears to be of a later date than the rest of the house (by about 10 years), and may 
be an early alteration. 

 
There is a hipped wing projecting from the rear of the house, with a skillion addition to it that appears to be recent in 
date. The roof has recently been reclad in corrugated iron. The three brick chimneys are small and recent in date, with 
one terracotta pot each. French doors have been inserted at the middle of the facade, possibly replacing an original 
window. 

 
The front picket fence is sympathetic and appropriate in style. 

 
 

Recommended Management 
 

Conservation guidelines (General) 
 

Please refer to the Cultural Heritage Places Local Policy in the Mornington Peninsula Planning Scheme (Clause 22.04 
or as amended) for the heritage management guidelines for this place.  
 
Conservation guidelines (Specific) 

 
None specified 
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Yes 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 

 

 

Comparative Analysis 
 

At present, the majority of the houses included in the Heritage Overlay in Mornington date from the late 
nineteenth century or the inter-war period. There are few examples of Federation or Edwardian era houses. 

 
The villa at 824 Esplanade, Mornington, can be compared to the Federation villa, 'Balei-Gadja' of c.1909 at 35-37 
Barkly Street, Mornington. Balei-Gadja is also a Federation villa, with a visually dominant hipped roof and a diagonal 
axis, marked by a corner window bay. The verandah, however, is not continuous with the roof, but has the more 
nineteenthcentury separate form. A projecting gable is half-timbered. This house is highly intact, retaining turned 
verandah posts and simple timber frieze, a slate roof with terracotta cresting, corbelled brick chimneys, and colored 
glass highlights to the casement windows. 

 
In comparison the villa at 824 Esplanade has a more dramatic roofline with a continuous sweep from the high hipped 
roof to the verandah, but is less intact in regard to the roof cladding, chimneys and verandah supports. 

 
 
Statement of Significance 

 
What is significant? 
The house at 824 Esplanade, Mornington to the extent of its original (1910s) fabric is significant. It is a large 
weatherboard Federation villa with a broken-back roof extending on two sides to cover the verandah. The house 
has a diagonal axis, indicated by a corner bay window, with two projecting half-timbered gables on either side. 

 
Later additions and alterations are not significant. 

 
How is it significant? 
The house at 824 Esplanade, Mornington is of local architectural and aesthetic significance to the Mornington Peninsula 
Shire. 

 
Why is it significant? 
Architecturally and aesthetically, as a representative example of a Federation villa with high-quality detailing; 
houses of this era are relatively rare in Mornington. (Criteria D, B). 

 
 
 
 
Recommendations 2012 

 
External Paint Controls 
Internal Alteration 
Controls Tree Controls 
Fences & Outbuildings 
Prohibited Uses May Be Permitted 
Incorporated Plan 
Aboriginal Heritage Place 
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT 
 

 
Name 
Address 

 
Studley (former), House, Trees 
7 Freemans Road Mount Eliza 

 
 
Significance Level 

 
 
Local 

Place Type 
Citation Date 

House, Cottage, Tree  
2012 
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Recommended 
Heritage Protection 

VHR No HI No PS Yes 
 
 
History and Historical Context 

 
Locality history 

 
Mount Eliza was named after the wife of Captain Hobson of HMS Rattlesnake, which brought Captain Lonsdale to Port 
Phillip (Rogers, 1961:21). 

 
The Shire of Mornington was surveyed in 1854 and in September of the same year the first auction sale of Crown 
lands was held in Mount Eliza (Mount Eliza Progress Association 1926:10).  From its earliest days as a settlement, 
the Peninsula and Mount Eliza were advertised as a bayside resort and sanatorium. Even so, the area remained 
sparsely populated throughout the nineteenth century, as Moorhead (1971) describes: 

 
Apart from the families who occupied the great houses, spaced almost regularly along the coastline, and the 
domestic and outdoor staff which they employed, the population of Mount Eliza consisted of only a few small 
farmers, fishermen and seasonal workers, even too poor to maintain a rural school. 

 
The scenic coastal vistas enticed others from Melbourne's elite to establish holiday houses or take up permanent 
residence on the Mornington Peninsula. The Newsletter of Australasia in June 1858 patriotically described its 
attractions, with the '.charming and varied shores and scenes of marine beauty which challenge the far-famed Bay of 
Naples'. A major advantage to the area as a holiday resort in the nineteenth century was the ease of access to the city of 
Melbourne, with bay steamers, omnibuses, daily coaches, the railway (arriving in Frankston in 1882 and Mornington in 
1889), and later the improved roads (Moorhead 1971:119; Context 2009:9-10; Argus 24/12/1887:13, 24/12/1887:13). 

 
There was a choice of watering-places that provided accommodation for visitors to the region, while the cliffs 
between Frankston and Schnapper Point became favored spots for Melbourne gentlemen to establish their summer 
houses in the nineteenth century, and this trend was carried into the twentieth and twenty-first centuries (Moorhead 
1971:117; Context 2009:9-10). 

 
Place history 

 
The former Studley, 7 Freemans Road, Mount Eliza includes a house and mature trees. A small timber cottage was 
removed in 2012. 

 
In 1854, James Davey (1811-1892), a Cornish-born pastoralist, was granted a pre-emptive right to 640 acres at 
Mount Eliza. This was part of Cannanuke run, Frankston, which he had leased between 1840-53, where he also ran 
an inn of the same name. Davey also leased Ballanrong, west of Hastings, between 1845 and 1851 (Rogers, 1961:87). 

 
In May 1881, Davey sold 13 acres to George Taylor Wood Freeman (Old Law Note 27648). A history written by the 
Mount Eliza Progress Association (1926:21) notes that George Freeman was a builder and contractor who built 
'Beachleigh' in Mount Eliza (now a part of Mount Eliza Centre) for architect Thomas Watts. The history further notes 
that Freeman purchased 13 acres from Davey and built the house. In 1882-3, the rate books indicate that George T. W. 
Freeman was rated for eight acres of Davey's Pre-emptive Right, which included a house and outbuildings (RB). This 
indicates that the house at 7 Freemans Road was built in 1881-82. Freeman may have called the property 'The Pines', 
but this has not been confirmed. 
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In 1889 Freeman disappeared and the Argus reported in August on the finding of his body and gave a short history in 
which they state that he was a builder and 'contractor for the Australian Club Building, in William Street, the offices 
of the Union Mortgage and Agency Company; a number of warehouses, stores, banks, in the city; various churches, 
and large private residences in the suburbs' (Argus, 12 Aug 1889:5). 
 

In 1889, the Order for Probate listed Freeman's possessions: a number of properties in Richmond Terrace, as well as 
'7 acres or thereabouts at Frankston, Part of Section A, fronting the Esplanade and Freeman Street and Watts Parade', 
that included a 'brick cottage' that contained six rooms, a wood stable and a wood cottage with three rooms that was 
occupied by servant John Smith (Order for Probate, VPRS 28/P2/Unit 268). The brick 'cottage' (since enlarged) and 
the timber servant's cottage survive to the present day. 

 
In March 1890, probate of G.T.W. Freeman's will was granted to George William Freeman, Joseph Freeman and 
Thomas Freeman. The Old Law Notes are not clear, but it appears the total land may have been divided between the 
aforementioned and six other family members (Old Law Note 27648). In April 1891 the Titles indicate that 
ownership was transferred to George Freeman. At this date that land totalled over 7 acres (7 acres, 3 roods and 29 
perches) (Titles 2340/935; 7348/442). 

 
In October 1891 the Mornington Standard (15 Oct 1891:3) noted the auction of G.W. Freeman's brick villa with 
beach frontage, in Frankston. The villa contained 'dining, breakfast, three bedrooms, kitchen, vestibule, and 
bathroom' (which accords with six rooms) and was 'nicely decorated and in first-class order'. Also on the property 
was the Caretaker's weatherboard cottage which is reported to have contained 'three rooms, and outhouses, 
including three-stall stable, bathouse, and boathouse, standing on land having a frontage of 542 ft to the Esplanade, 
and a depth of 1,591 ft along Freemantle [sic!] street, back to Watts' Parade, in all about 7 acres 3 roods'. The 
acreage included an 'orchard in full bearing, vegetable and flower gardens'. The article continues that the 'well 
fenced land has all been under cultivation'. 

 
In June 1904, the property was sold to Robert William Wrede II who subdivided the 7 acres, but retained 'Studley' on 
Freeman's Road. Wrede's sister, Clara Jane, is known to have lived at Studley, Frankston upon her death in 1938 
(Argus, 13 Aug, 1938:8). Wrede died in December 1940 (Standard, 5 Jan 1940:7). 

 
In 1949, Studley was sold to Mary Fairley, which consisted of lots 3 and 4 and totalled just over 1 acre (1 acre, 1 
rood and 31 3/10 of a perch). Subsequent owners included the Morrises of 'Marchwood' (as it was then known), 
Freemans Road, from August 1952 (Titles 2340/935; 7348/442). 

 
In 1992 the land was subdivided and number 7A Freemans Road created, altering the west boundary (Plan 
LP221035N). Also in 1992, a two-storey timber addition was added to the rear (west) elevation of the house. 

 
Sources 
Certificates of Title, as cited above. 
Context Pty Ltd (2009), 'Recognising the Heritage of Ranelagh, Conservation Management Plan for the Ranelagh 
Estate, Mount Eliza'. 
Moorhead, Leslie (1971), Mornington in the wake of Flinders, historical survey, North Melbourne. 
Mount Eliza Progress Association (1926), The early history of Mount Eliza on the Mornington 
Peninsula, http://www.slv.vic.gov.au/vicpamphlets/inter/966251.shtml, accessed Dec 2011. 
Old Law Note, held at the Titles 
office.  
Order for Probate, as cited above. 
Plan LP221035N, held at the Titles office. 
Rate Books (RB), Shire of Mornington, VPRS11016/P1/Unit 6, 1882-3, North riding, entry 
120.  
Rogers, Hunter (1961), The Early History of Mornington Peninsula, Melbourne. 
Standard 
[Frankston].  
The Argus. 
The Mornington Standard. 
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Description 
 

Physical Description 
 

The property formerly known as Studley at 7 Freemans Road, Mount Eliza, comprises a substantial Italianate brick 
villa, extended several times, a servant's cottage (demolished), and a very recent boat house. The buildings are set on 
an axe-shaped allotment, subdivided from the original estate, which retains many mature exotic trees along the 
entrance drive and in the front garden of the house. Two of these trees have been removed in 2012. 

 
House 

 
The 1881-82 extent of the villa is of rendered brick, and corresponds with the description given in the 1891 
description. On its south side is a weatherboard addition, and on the west (rear) elevation is a two-storey 
weatherboard addition of 1992, both of which have separate roof forms. Chimneys are brick (overpainted) with 
stop-chamfered corners and cement- render mouldings at the top. 

 
The original section of the house has a long hipped roof clad in slates, with a valley running along the centre. 
Projecting canted bays on the front and rear elevations have projecting hipped roofs. A return verandah stretches 
along the facade and north side elevation. Windows have stop-chamfered reveals and blind segmental arches at the 
top. 

 
While the original roof form, cladding and chimneys have survived, as well as the window and door openings, it is 
clear that all of the joinery, verandah and other decorative details have been replaced in the late twentieth century. 
This may have been because the house was stripped of its details in the post-war period (as suggested by the very 
simple windows on the rear elevation). New elements include cornice brackets below the eaves, all external door and 
windows and their surrounds (including bluestone thresholds), the fluted verandah columns (aluminium), timber 
verandah floor, dentils on the verandah beam, and possibly the cast-iron frieze. All of the replacement elements are 
in the Victorian style and generally appropriate for a house of this age. The walls are also covered in a modern render 
finish. The fact that the chimneys are facebrick suggests that the brick walls were originally unrendered. 

 
The weatherboard addition to the south end of the house has been so altered that it is impossible to date. The rear, 
two-storey addition suffers from a wildly incorrect use of period details, but it is not visible from the front.  
 
Cottage 

  This building was removed in 2012. 

Until its removal, the cottage retained its 1880s core, but had been extended on three sides. 
 

The original extent was a small gabled weatherboard structure with a chimney on the ridge at the north end with an 
exposed breast. It was brick (overpainted) with simple corbels at the top. The cottage retained original single-pane 
double-hung windows to its rear (east) elevation (though they were concealed by an extension), and horizontal lining-
board walls and ceiling. It appeared that the skillion kitchen at the north end was an original part of the cottage, as it 
contained an open fireplace and has a lining-board ceiling. 

 
Additional rooms were added to the front (west) and rear elevations with nearly flat roofs. The front door appeared to 
date from the 1920s, which may be when these extensions were made. 

 
Garden 

 
The front garden and entrance drive to the property retain a large number of mature exotic trees, most of them along 
the eastern boundary. Mature exotic trees on the property in 2011 include a Moreton Bay Fig, Oak tree, Willow tree, 
Horse Chestnut tree, two Monterey Cypresses, and a mature apple tree which are believed to date from the 
nineteenth or early twentieth century. Other plantings include a lemon tree, snowball tree and camellias, which 
appear to be part of the inter-war or post-war phase. 
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Recommended Management 
 

Conservation guidelines (General) 
 

Please refer to the Cultural Heritage Places Local Policy in the Mornington Peninsula Planning Scheme (Clause 
22.04 or as amended) for the heritage management guidelines for this place. 

 
Conservation guidelines (Specific) 

 
None specified 

 
 
Comparative Analysis 

 
Nineteenth century houses in Mount Eliza tend to fall into three broad categories: 

 
• Large mansion residences and 'marine villas' usually located on the higher ground or facing toward the sea. 
• Large middle class villas, usually built of brick 
• Modest timber houses and cottages, many of them early in date. 

 
Each category represents a particular theme or sub-theme in the historic development of the area. Examples of the 
first category are represented in the Heritage Overlay by: 
• Moondah, a two-storey Italian Renaissance mansion (HO110) with a Gothic Revival gatehouse (HO111) 
• Rubra, a two-storey Italianate mansion of the 1880s, with a two-storey classical portico of the 1930s (HO130). 

 
The second group is poorly represented on the Heritage Overlay, solely by:- 

 
Nyora (Ranelagh House), a large Victorian Italianate brick house of c.1888 (enlarged from an earlier dwelling), with 
1920s external remodelling (particularly the verandah) (HO222). 

 
The third group is better represented on the Heritage Overlay by:- 
• Earimil, a modest, four-room brick cottage with a high hipped roof of c.1854-61 (HO53) 
• Hartley Cottage, a timber farmhouse of c.1866 with a steeply pitched roof (HO253) 
• Ramslade, a c.1879 gabled cottage with a later hipped Italianate wing (HO150). 

 
Studley can best be compared with the former Nyora, as it was similar in size and level of architectural pretension 
when constructed, and both represented the Victorian Italianate style (after Nyora's enlargement c.1888). Both have 
been altered during the twentieth century. Nyora was given a Georgian Revival makeover in the 1920s, with the 
installation of concrete Tuscan-order columns. Studley still clearly represents its Victorian form, though the joinery 
has been replaced and the bricks rendered. Studley is also distinguished for the impressive mature trees in the 
garden. 
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Yes 
No 
Yes  
Moreton Bay Fig, Oak tree, Willow tree, Horse Chestnut tree, 2 

    No 
- 
- 
- 

 

   Statement of Significance 
 

What is significant? 
The former Studley, at 7 Freemans Road, Mount Eliza, comprising an Italianate brick villa of 1881-82, to the 
extent of its nineteenth century fabric. Later alterations and additions are not significant (though the Victorian-
style joinery and other details used to restore the villa are sympathetic to its style). It was built by Melbourne 
builder George Freeman as his summer home. 

 
They are set in the remnants of the estate's garden, with a large number of mature exotic trees, most of them along 
the eastern boundary, including a Moreton Bay Fig, Oak tree, Willow tree, Horse Chestnut tree, two Monterey 
Cypresses, and a mature apple tree. (Two of these trees were removed in 2012). 

 
How is it significant? 
The formerly Studley, at 7 Freemans Road, Mount Eliza, is of local historical and aesthetic significance to the 
Mornington Peninsula Shire. 

 
Why is it significant? 
It is of historical significance as a rare Victorian middle-class villa to survive in Mount Eliza, which illustrates the 
role of Mount Eliza in the nineteenth century as a place that Melbourne's elite established holiday homes. Its 
significance is enhanced by several early garden plantings, two of which were removed in 2012 along with the 
servant's cottage.  (Criteria A & D) 

 
It is of aesthetic significance for the retention of many impressive exotic specimen trees which provide an appropriate 
and attractive setting for the villa. (Criterion E) 

 
 
Recommendations 2012 

 
 
 

External Paint Controls 
Internal Alteration 
Controls Tree Controls 
 
Fences & Outbuildings 
Prohibited Uses May Be Permitted 
Incorporated Plan 
Aboriginal Heritage Place 
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT 
 

 
Name 
Address 

 
House 
35 Hampden Street, Mornington 

 
 
Significance Level 

 
 
Local 

Place Type 
Citation Date 

House  
2012 
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Recommended 
Heritage Protection 

VHR No HI No PS Yes 

 
 
History and Historical Context 

 
Locality history 
In 1851 Victoria became an independent colony, and in 1854 a sub-divisional plan was drawn up for the Mornington 
Peninsula. A majority of the allotments were 640 acres and the township of Snapper Point (later Mornington) was 
laid out, with the roads yet unnamed. The townships of Osborne and Earimil were concurrently laid out. A.B. 
Balcombe was one of the first settlers in the area in the 1850s and is credited with naming the point after the 
'Snapper', a small boat wrecked off the coast, however, another early settler, Alfred Downward attributed the name 
to the fish found offshore (Moorhead 1978:10; Rogers 1961:22-23). 

 
By 1857 government correspondence carried a new spelling, Schnapper Point, and the town was becoming an 
important centre in the region. By the 1860s Cobb & Co. ran a coach service from Melbourne to Schnapper Point, 
the pier was near completion and communications opened up with the first electric telegraph office opening in 1861. 
In 1860 A. B. Balcombe was made the first chairman of the Mount Eliza District Roads Board and during this 
decade Mornington became the legal centre of the region. The Peninsula region remained isolated and depended 
upon Schnapper Point's limited transport capabilities, until the Point Nepean Road (later the Nepean Highway) was 
constructed from 1863 onwards (Rogers 1961:22-33). 

 
Mornington Peninsula was advertised as a bayside resort in the 1880s, with Schnapper Point noted as the most elite, 
with ‘many beautiful villas and family mansions that dot the hillside being quite a feature of the place’. The late 
nineteenth century was a time of growth for the region, which was further encouraged by the arrival of the railway in 
Mornington in 1889 (Rogers 1961:39-40). 

 
Place history 
In October 1874, Bookseller, William Vale, purchased Part of Crown Allotment 31, Section 22 of the Parish of 
Mooroodoc, which totalled over 15 acres (5 acres, 2 roods and 38  perches) on Hampden Street. Vale proceeded to 
subdivide and sold a large portion, including the current number 35 Hampden Street, to Elizabeth Grover in May 
1886. Elizabeth further subdivided and sold lots to Andrew Sherlock, a Mornington cordial maker, in May 1888 
(Titles 1824/753; 712/281). 

 
Andrew Sherlock is not listed in the Mornington rate books for any property, between 1888 and 1899. It is not until the 
1900-01 rate book that Andrew Sherlock was rated for two properties on 'Hampton Street'; both measured 
approximately 9m x 10m (30' x 33'). Only one of these lots was recorded as having a house on it, for which the rate 
books noted a tenant, William J Odgers. 

 
The Mornington Standard reported in December 1889 that Andrew Sherlock sold the cordial business to the Springs 
Aerated Water Manufactory (Mornington Standard, 14 Dec, 1889:2). In the 1890s Sherlock was one of a number of 
men who formed the Tubba Rubba Gold Mining Company, active in the Mornington area (Butler 2011:72). Sherlock 
had a long established business in 'Main Street, Mornington', which he sold to Mr James Noble in 1902 (Mornington 
Standard, 24 May, 1902:4). 
 
Sherlock subdivided his land into two lots, and sold the portion that included the house and land of 35 Hampden Street 
to Elizabeth Lewis in November 1910 (Titles 2015/875; 3459/748). 

 
In August 1917, James Brierly, contractor, became the owner, and maintained ownership until his death in 1955, when 
the land and house was passed to Bert Brierly (Titles 2015/875; 3459/748).
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   Sources 
Butler, Graeme & Associates (edited by Context Pty Ltd, 2011), 'Mornington Peninsula Shire Environmental 
History'. 
Certificates of title, as cited above. 
Context Pty Ltd (2009), 'Recognising the Heritage of Ranelagh, Conservation Management Plan for the Ranelagh 
Estate, Mount Eliza'. 
Rate books (RB), Shire of Mornington, VPRS 11016/P1/Unit13, entries 496 & 497.  
Rogers, Hunter (1961), The Early History of Mornington Peninsula, Melbourne.  
The Mornington Standard. 
 
 
Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
The house at 35 Hampden Street, Mornington, is a double-fronted, weatherboard Victorian house with a 
projecting gabled bay on the right-hand side of the facade. There is a bullnose verandah on the other side of the 
facade, which retains chamfered timber posts. Its most distinguished feature is a canted bay window on the 
projecting front gable with a bracketed cornice and three-sided hipped roof. These same timber brackets are 
paired to make a cornice above the front verandah. 

 
The front of the house is clad in ashlar-look boards, and the windows are single-pane double-hung sashes. The front 
door has sidelights and highlights and retains a decorative surround. The simple four-panelled door appears to be 
original, with the upper two panels glazed later in life. There are two chimneys, symmetrically placed near the front of 
the M-hip roof. They are rendered with moulded cornices, and appear to retain early limewash. 

 
The front gable has a decorative scalloped bargeboard and timber finial. It is unclear if this is original or a 
recent addition. If it is original, it is a rare feature in the locality. 

 
Alterations include the replacement of the three windows in the canted bay, replacement of the bullnose verandah 
roof with Colorbond, the verandah posts have lost their timber capitals and frieze (probably of cast iron), the timber 
verandah floor has been covered in modern tiles over concrete, and there is a large rear addition (with minimum 
visibility from the side street). There is also a large carport, next to the facade, which mimics period details such as 
the scalloped bargeboard, a round louvered vent and timber finial. 

 
 

Recommended Management 
 

Conservation guidelines (General) 
 

Please refer to the Cultural Heritage Places Local Policy in the Mornington Peninsula Planning Scheme (Clause 
22.04 or as amended) for the heritage management guidelines for this place. 

 
Conservation guidelines (Specific) 

 
None specified 
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  Comparative Analysis 
 

Nineteenth century houses in Mornington tend to fall into three broad categories: 
 

• Large mansion residences and 'marine villas' usually located on the higher ground or facing toward the sea. 
• Large middle class villas, usually built of brick. 
• Modest timber houses and cottages. 

 
Each category represents a particular theme or sub-theme in the historic development of the area. The first two 
categories are well represented in the Heritage Overlay; examples include:- 

 
• 19 Albert Street - double fronted asymmetrical bi-chromatic brick residence (HO328) 
• 107 Barkly Street 'Glenbank' - two storey Italianate mansion with double height cast iron verandah. 
• 740 Esplanade 'Bella Vista' - Intact Italianate style rendered house (HO68) 
• 750-1 Esplanade 'Clyde Villa' - single storey Italianate bi-chromatic brick villa (HO69) 
• 797 Esplanade - 'Mulberry', aka 'Glencoe House' - Weatherboard villa built in two stages, c.1898 and c.1907. 

Second stage designed by Bates, Peebles and Smart 
• 11 Frontage Way - 'Frontage' (Former 'Southdean'), single storey rendered Victorian mansion with tower (HO87) 
• 42 Kalimna Drive - 'Belleura' - Victorian Free Classical style mansion (HO104, VHR H319) 
• 1 Ross Street - Victorian gothic style villa (Former Vicarage) Part of HO329 precinct 
• 14 Tanti Avenue - 'Sutton Grange' two storey Italianate brick mansion with tower (HO237) 
• 77 Tanti Avenue - 'Morven Manor' - Queen Anne revival house (HO238) 
• 38 Wilson's Road - 'Wolfdene', single storey house, formerly the Mornington Hotel (HO250). 

 
The last category is, at present, represented by a smaller number of places. They are:- 

 
• 26 Strachans Road - 'Warrawee', c.1854 brick house with high hipped brick roof 
• 8 Albert Street - small weatherboard double-fronted cottage c.1889 (HO218) 
• 1 Queen Street - small double-fronted cottage c.1880s. Very altered - part of HO329 precinct. 

 
This is one of a number of double-fronted Victorian weatherboard houses assessed by the 2011 study, which are 
similar in terms of their age, style and level of external integrity*. The others are:- 

 
• House, 25 Naples Street 
• Flood house, 86 Barkly Street 
• House, 4 Alfred Street. 

 
Collectively, these houses help to illustrate another aspect of Mornington's history during the late nineteenth century 
- that is, the development of the township as a result of speculative subdivision after the opening of the railway. 
Consultation with the local historical society has revealed that several examples of this type of house have been lost 
as a result of redevelopment and this type of dwelling is now becoming increasingly rare within Mornington. 

 
*Note: The 2011 Study also concluded that several places do not meet the threshold for local significance as they are 
less intact. For example, the houses at 28-32 Albert Street, 17 Barkly Street, 7 Beach Street and 14 Canterbury Street. 
 
*Note2: 4 Alfred Street and 86 Barkly Street have been removed from the Review due to Council decisions. 
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Yes 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 

 

Statement of Significance 
 

What is significant? 
The house, constructed c.1899, at 35 Hampden Street, Mornington is significant. It is a typical asymmetrical double- 
fronted late Victorian weatherboard house (with ashlar boards to the facade) with a hip roof and a projecting gabled 
bay. 

 Within this bay is a canted bay window with a separate hipped roof and bracketed cornice, matching the one above     
the bullnose verandah. The verandah retains its original chamfered timber posts (minus the capitals). The four-panel 
door has side lights and highlights and the windows are double hung sash. There are two rendered chimneys with 
moulded cornices, symmetrically located on the M-hip roof. 
 

Non-original alterations and additions, particularly the rear addition and car port, as well as the front fence, are 
not significant. 

 
How is it significant? 
The house at 35 Hampden Street, Mornington is of local historic and architectural significance to Mornington Peninsula 
Shire. 

 
Why is it significant? 
It is historically significant a representative example of a house associated with the development of Mornington in the 
late nineteenth century after the arrival of the railway in 1889. While once more common, this type of weatherboard 
house is now relatively rare in Mornington. (Criteria A & B) 

 
It is architecturally significant as a well-detailed example of a late Victorian house in Mornington, enriched with 
details such as the canted bay window. It is also of high relative intactness, retaining both chimneys, front door and 
surrounds, and verandah posts. (Criterion D) 

 
 
Recommendations 2012 

 
External Paint Controls 
Internal Alteration 
Controls Tree Controls 
Fences & Outbuildings 
Prohibited Uses May Be Permitted 
Incorporated Plan 
Aboriginal Heritage Place 
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT 
 

 
Name 
Address 

 
HOUSE NEDLOH 
8 Harleston Road Mount Eliza 

 
 

Significance Level 

 
 
Local 

Place Type 
Citation Date 

House 
2012 

  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Recommended 
Heritage Protection 

VHR No HI No PS Yes 
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History and Historical Context 
 

Post 1945 residential history 
The Mornington Peninsula has been the principal holiday resort for Melbourne, a tradition that has carried over since 
the nineteenth and early twentieth century. It has been a playground for architects whose commissions have involved 
holiday and permanent houses of both grand and modest proportions. The work of many of the prominent Melbourne 
architectural firms such as Grounds Romberg and Boyd and Chancellor and Patrick is represented on the Peninsula. 
In addition there is a tradition of the vernacular beach house, often based on project home models, one of which was 
called 'The Peninsula'. . Many of these prototypes for the mass market were also designed by architects including 
Robin Boyd (Reeves 2011). Post-war development still tended to be clustered in nodes around established 
settlements of Frankston, Mornington and Mount Eliza. 

 
The Peninsula became seen as a recognizable and comprehensive architectural culture in the years immediately 
following World War II. Robin Boyd coined the phrase 'Port Phillip Idiom' to describe it, followed by Neil Clerehans' 
'Peninsula Precocious' (Hamann 2009). Houses tended to fall into one of several camps including executive living, 
particularly prevalent in Mount Eliza which became home for the generation of executives from industry in the south 
eastern suburbs such as General Motors. 

 
Another group included the buildings which delighted in the architectural response to sea and landscape, tending to 
break new ground in their form and to express their vision of the new in bold new ways. Roy Grounds Henty House at 
Frankston set the scene for a generation of bold forms architectural experimentation. However more than any other 
architects, the sheer number of houses by Chancellor and Patrick define the post-war  architecture of the Peninsula. 
Working in a variety of idioms the influences on their work included internationalism, Frank Lloyd Wright and the 
Griffins, Japanese architecture and bold playful geometry. Together with the work of John Rouse who ran the 
Frankston office of the firm, Chancellor and Patrick have contributed a significant body of residential work to the 
Mornington Peninsula. 

 
Restrained linear designs by Guildford Bell and Neil Clerehan included several stylish houses such as Trade 
Winds in Canadian Bay Road and the Simon House in Daveys Bay Road. These were highly controlled formal 
houses using the International style of window walls of glass and indoor outdoor connections to generous outdoor 
living spaces. 

 
The Peninsula was not immune to the more exuberant buildings of Kevin Borland and others in his wake, and these 
relaxed buildings were more like the 'everyday beach houses' which also make a significant contribution to the 
Peninsula. Of simple form with gable or monopitch roof and a variety of timber claddings, these houses often grew 
over time and had simple and flexible floor plans. These 'modern' holiday homes are among the most ubiquitous 
buildings on the Peninsula. (Maclean 2009) Another significant contributor in residential architecture was the 
geometric forms of Cocks and Carmichael and others whose highly controlled houses are precursors of the later 
wave of 70s, 80s and 90s architecturally designed houses. The Peninsula continues to be a playground for residential 
architecture and both the high style and the vernacular post-war residential buildings contribute to its regional 
identity. 

 
Place history 

 
The house was designed by Chancellor and Patrick for Lewis and Betty Kiddle on a lot purchased from Harrison 
Smith in Grimwade's Almond Estate, in 1954. This was the Kiddle's permanent residence conveniently close to Rubra 
and Sir Laurence Hartnett, the managing director of General Motors Holden. Kiddle was a metallurgic engineer with 
the firm (later chief engineer) and his name for the house was Holden spelt backwards. Reputedly, the Kiddles lived 
for a time in Mrs Kiddle's Long Island holiday house awaiting completion of this house (Butler, McConville & 
Gilfedder 1991:77). 

 
Mrs. Kiddie kept a construction diary of the project. Additions and alterations were designed by the firm at a later 
date. These include four squares of 'children’s rooms', a dressing room, bed-sitting room and terrace added to the 
west end in 1958, and a second level added towards the west end of the house, containing two bedrooms, drawn in 
1963. Kiddie died in 1985 when the property was sold to Mr. and Mrs. King, the present owners (Butler, 



 

90 
 

McConville & Gilfedder 1991:77). 
 

Chancellor and Patrick -Architects 
 

Incorporating local and international influences, David Chancellor, Rex Patrick and their small firm constantly 
challenged, developed and reworked their ideas, clear on their vision to create their own architectural identity. 
Closely aligned with the desires and optimism of the period, their philosophy explored the possibilities of space 
within a building and the relationship of the built form to the landscape. Their designs often incorporated geometrical 
forms in planning and the development of structure. They could also borrow from the Japanese house in roof form, 
pavilion planning and use of extended eaves to create cascading roofs, but all of their residential work is noted for it 
integration of the interior with the exterior. They borrowed both from international sources and from the local site to 
make houses that are stylish, sophisticated and earthy. Their designs use materials in a raw and honest manner, 
staining timber instead of painting it, using plain concrete bricks or blocks and sometimes incorporating stone for 
dramatic effect (Callister 2011). 

 
The houses of Chancellor and Patrick form the largest group of architect-designed houses in the Mornington and 
Mount Eliza area. These houses are supplemented by small institutional buildings such as church halls and pre schools 
indicating the widespread use of their services in the community. What is remarkable is the extent to which each 
building is an individual design despite employing design elements and a palette of materials that are similar. Growth 
and development of their work is noticeable as are the clearly different design briefs. Despite the many houses on the 
Peninsula designed by Chancellor and Patrick, each is distinctive (Callister 2011). 

 
David Chancellor set up solo practice in Frankston in 1952. He was joined by Rex Patrick, Colin Jones and John 
Rouse , and at the beginning of 1954 the firm of Chancellor and Patrick was established. From the beginning the idea 
of collaborative practice was at the core of what David Chancellor stood for and this was reflected in the creative 
design work of the practice. In 1957 the firm opened a second office in South Yarra and the Frankston office was run 
by John Rouse who had become an Associate in 1965. The Chancellor and Patrick partnership was long lasting 
(1954-1982) and exhibited the typical development from residential work to larger industrial, commercial and 
educational commissions. Their approach to architecture was defined by regional identity and humanism - two key 
ideas in post-war architectural theory. It embraced the International Style of modernism and the 'new humanism' of 
the 1960s (Callister 2011). 

 
Sources 

 
Butler, Graeme & Associates (2008), Environmental History for the Mornington Peninsula Shire Council 
[draft only]. 
Butler, Graeme & Associates, Context Pty Ltd (editors) (2011), Mornington Peninsula Shire Environmental History. 
Callister, Winsome (2011), Desire and Identity: The Architecture of Chancellor and Patrick, Exhibition 
catalogue , Mornington Peninsula Regional Gallery. 
Certificate of Titles, as cited above. 
Graeme Butler, Chris McConville, Francine Gilfedder, City of Frankston Heritage Study, 1991. 
Hamman, Conrad (2009), 'Architecture and its Culture: what was it about the Peninsula?', in Out of the Square, the 
Mornington Peninsula Regional Gallery exhibition catalogue. 
James, Rodney (2009), 'Peninsula Precocious' in Out of the Square, the Mornington Peninsula Regional 
Gallery exhibition catalogue. 
McLean, Lucinda (2009), 'Everyday beach houses' in Out of the Square, the Mornington Peninsula Regional 
Gallery exhibition catalogue. 
Owner, personal communication, 2011. 
Reeves, Simon of Built Heritage Pty Ltd, personal communication, October 30 2011. 
Tregonning, Maureen (not dated), 'Balcombe Hill Estate', held by Mornington & District Historical Society. 
[unknown author] (1981), Seven in the seventies: Kevin Borland, Cooks and Carmichael, Peter Crone, Edmond 
and Corrigan, Gunn Hayball, Daryl Jackson, Max May: exhibition gallery, Melbourne. 
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Description 
 

Physical Description 
 

1991: A typical Chancellor and Patrick design, the shallow roof gable of the house is evident, resting on the 
characteristic two exposed outrigger purlins, Japanese-style, used so successfully by the firm in that era. The roofing 
is broad-gauge corrugated cement sheet. Glazing under the gable, to the wall line, is also typical, enhancing the 
image of a 'floating roof’. The added two-storey, gabled wing which rises above the entry is not as characteristic of 
their work but harmonizes with the original design. Then the single-storey treatment resumes, heading west. A 
pergola, with masonry side walls, protrudes from the house, covering one of the firm's typical insect-screened 
porches next to the entry. This creates another uncharacteristically complex bump in the floor plan. Details include 
early Kempthorne 'tin-can' cylindrical down-light fittings. 
 
2011: Nedloh is a masonry and timber house designed in 1954 by architects Chancellor and Patrick. It forms one of 
a significant body of residential work by these architects on the Mornington Peninsula and one of three of their 
houses in Harleston Road. 

 
Nedloh is built on a large site with mature eucalypts, including a fine specimen of a Lemon Scented Gum (E. 
citriodora). 

 
The architecture is based on strong linear planning that provides a northerly aspect to all main rooms. Its primary 
design influences are those of nature and the relationship of the house to the environment. The large blocks of land 
available at Mount Eliza provided ample scope for landscaping with native trees and the landscaping aesthetic was of 
a bush character. 

 
Nedloh is located to one side of the block with its long northerly aspect overlooking the garden (and latterly a 
swimming pool). The garage forms the front of the house and is under an extended roof line, accentuating the length 
and horizontal emphasis of the house. 

 
The grey Colortone concrete masonry used for this project was new at the time and was combined with a matching 
roof tile. A representative Chancellor and Patrick design, Nedloh has a low pitched gable roof resting on exposed 
purlins. Glazing under the gable, to the wall line is a typical detail of the architects, designed to enhance the effect 
of a roof that appears to float over the walls. A pergola with insect screened porch is situated next to the entry. 

 
The two storey added gable wing was added c.1958 and harmonizes with the design. 

Photographs taken by Wolfgang Sievers in 1960 shows the house, rock walls, terracing and landscaping. (SLV 

Accession Number: H2001.40/260 Image Number: pi002771) 
 
 

Recommended Management 
 

Conservation guidelines (General) 
 

Please refer to the Cultural Heritage Places Local Policy in the Mornington Peninsula Planning Scheme (Clause 
22.04 or as amended) for the heritage management guidelines for this place. 

 
Conservation guidelines (Specific) 

 
None specified 

 
 

Physical Description 
 

1991: External Integrity (Given Chancellor & Patrick additions) Generally original, except for internal alterations 
(includes kitchen benches, living room fireplace). 
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Physical Description 
 

Context: One of three Chancellor and Patrick designs in Harleston Road, each displaying distinct facets of the 
firm's design style. The garden is contributory to the expression of the house’s construction period. 

 
 
Comparative Analysis 

 
The architectural firm of Chancellor and Patrick were the most prolific architects working on the Mornington 
Peninsula during the 1950s and 60s. Their output at that time included small institutional buildings such 
kindergartens and church halls, but the vast majority of their buildings were private residential commissions. The 
significant residential output of this firm on the Mornington Peninsula includes houses in a wide variety of 
architectural styles. Also notable is the designer John Rouse who made a major contribution to the practice and also 
undertook some of his own commissions using similar design principles. 

 
The core design philosophy of Chancellor and Patrick was that of place, drawing their inspiration from the site as 
well as design influences from Australia and overseas. Their buildings display elements of regionalism as well as 
internationalism but their buildings were always grounded in a respect for materials and construction as well as a 
fundamental principle of responding to the site, often in a powerful and dramatic manner. The houses inspired by 
Frank Lloyd Wright school were often expressed in later designs of lower pitched gables with large overhanging 
eaves and walls of glass and these formed the basis of a large number of house designs. 

 
A large number of Chancellor and Patrick houses have been identified from photographs in the Peter Wille 
collection in the State Library. Not all of these houses have been visited and some may now be demolished. 

 
This study has found that the residential buildings fall into some broad groupings that include: 

 
Geometry & experiment -generally the earlier houses that display bold forms and experiments in 

structure.  

• Early work such as the McCraith House in Dromana in the mid 1950s. 

• O'Shannassy House, 6 Beleura Hill Road Mornington. 

 
Open L plan 

 
• 2 Frontage Way Mornington - bold semi-circular planning. 

 
Gable roof either 1 or 2 storey A large grouping of houses largely from the late 1950s and early 1960s generally 
with several tiered gables fronting the street or flat roofs at different heights. 

 

• Watson House at 3 Thornton Road Mount Eliza [HO242] 
 

• 85 Kunyung Road Mount Eliza [John Rouse's house] 
 

• 11 Inglis Street Mornington 
 

• 501 Esplanade Mount Martha. 
 

Flat roof 1 or 2 storey or combination - flat roofed houses often with the roofs in a series of planes of different 
heights. 

 
• Kiddle House - 8 Harleston Road Mount Eliza 1954 

 
501 Esplanade Mount Martha 1960 
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Japanese inspired- adopting a pavilion form and the use of large timber beams extending through to the 

exterior.  

• Pier Hill, 839 Esplanade Mornington 1961 

• 19 Dueran Street Mount Eliza 1966 
 

Homestead- more conventional low pitched gable roof houses of long rectangular planning. 
 

• 7 Bath Street Mount Eliza 
 

• 12 Thornton Road Mount Eliza 
 

Church Halls - often including interesting screening in brick or timber. 
 

• St Peters Church Hall Albert Street Mornington [HO2] St James the Less Hall Koetung Road Mount Eliza.  

Kindergartens 

• 44 Barmah Road Mount Eliza 
 

• Mount Eliza Infant Welfare Wimbledon Avenue Mount Eliza [HO214]. 
 

There are nine Chancellor and Patrick buildings currently on the Heritage Overlay in the Shire. There are also a 
number of other excellent houses, some of which have been assessed by this study. Of the ones assessed by this 
study the stand out examples of residential architecture are: 

 
• 501 Esplanade Mount Martha for its high degree of integrity, skilful composition and landmark location. 

 
• 839 Esplanade Mornington for its stone work and Japanese influence. The interior is of note for its 

cantilevered fireplace however this has not been investigated. 
 

A number of other buildings have been investigated as part of a Shire-wide desktop study of Chancellor and Patrick 
buildings (Context, 2012), and as a result of this study, it is considered that the buildings assessed as part of the  
Mornington Peninsula Heritage Review (Area 1), represent excellent examples with high integrity. There are also 
others outside the study area that have potential for assessment. 

 
Harleston Road is the setting for three houses by Chancellor and Patrick including Nedloh. 8 Harleston Road 
is an excellent example of the homestead style and retains a natural bush setting. 
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Statement of Significance 
 

What is significant? 
'Nedloh', the house at 8 Harleston Road Mount Eliza designed by Chancellor and Patrick and built c.1954 for Lewis and 
Betty Kiddle is of significance. 

 
How is it significant? 
8 Harleston Road Mount Eliza is of local architectural and historical significance to Mornington Peninsula Shire. 

 
Why is it significant? 
Architecturally, 8 Harleston Road is a fine example of the work of Peninsula based architects Chancellor and Patrick. 
It is representative of their linear house designs and displays a number of architectural features including the extended 
roof line, large areas of glazing, combination of timber and masonry wall surfaces and the integration of the inside 
spaces and the garden through the use of walls and terraces extending beyond the house. The extensive bush garden 
contributes to the house and expresses the period in which it was built. (Criteria E, D) 

 
8 Harleston Road is part of the tradition of high quality residential architecture designed by notable architectural 
firms that define the Mornington Peninsula residential development in the post-1945 period. (Criterion A) 

 
 
Recommendations 2012 

 
External Paint Controls 
Internal Alteration 
Controls Tree Controls 
Fences & Outbuildings 
Prohibited Uses May Be Permitted 
Incorporated Plan 
Aboriginal Heritage Place 
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT 
 

 
Name 

 
CITATION RESERVE, OVAL AND FORMER 

 
 

 
Address 

ARMY HUT, MEMORIAL STONE 
88 Helena Street, Mount Martha 

 

 
Significance Level Local 

Place Type 
Citation Date 

Barracks & Housing- Reserve - War Memorial 
2012 
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Recommended 
Heritage Protection 

VHR No HI No PS Yes 
 
 
 
 
History and Historical Context 

 
Defence forces at Mount Martha 
The Annual Militia Camp staged on Beleura farm and at Mount Martha in 1938 was a precursor to a more permanent 
occupation for defence forces as a build-up for World War II. The declaration of war in 1939 meant the training of 
militia in many parts of the Shire but the future Balcombe Camp was the focus from its occupation at the end of 1939 
by Melbourne University Rifles and in 1940 the 4th Division arrived with military trainees (Butler, 1994). The role 
of the 4th division was to defend Port Phillip and the Mornington Peninsula. According to Calder (2008:139) there 
were several strategic reasons why a military camp was developed at Mount Martha: 

 
Mount Martha was central for troop familiarization of the Peninsula, and for quick mobilization. There was railway 
access. Nearby terrain provided considerable variety for training exercises, and there were potential sites for rifle 
ranges. There were hundreds of acres of partly developed farmland that could be commandeered. 

 
Late in 1940, the Commonwealth Government purchased 209 acres of farming land from the Henty family (GIynt) and 
Rostberg (formerly Latta Nepean Park farm and orchard) and named the site Balcombe Camp (Butler, 1994). In April 
1940 more than 100 carpenters of the Civil Construction Corps began erecting huts and other buildings at a cost of over 
1000 pounds, ready for the arrival of 3000 AIF soldiers at the beginning of June. The camp was constructed south of 
Balcombe Creek, bound by Nepean Highway, Uralla and Bay Roads (the former two were constructed for the camp by 
the Australian Civil Construction Corps) (Calder, 2008:142, 146). 

 
According to Victor Austin (To Kokoda and Beyond the Story of the 39th Battalion) some of the men who 
volunteered for the 39th Battalion which fought on the Kokoda Trail did so from the Mount Martha camp. They were 
from the 4th Division Engineers and the 6th Battalion of the Royal Melbourne Regiment which was clearing and 
preparing the military camp site at Mount Martha. Accounts of life at Balcombe suggest that in contrast to other 
Army training camps, it was very pleasant (Butler, 1994). 

 
After Pearl Harbour in 1941 and the consequent American involvement in the war, Balcombe was also used as an 
American headquarters and for rest and rehabilitation of American servicemen in 1942. The 7th Regiment of the 1st 
US Marine Division, relieved from Guadalcanal, arrived at Balcombe just before Christmas, 1942 and others 
followed in early 1943 (Calder, 2008:146). The American First Marine Division memorial gateway, unveiled in 1954 
at the entrance to the Balcombe Camp facing what is now the Nepean Highway, commemorates this event (Please 
refer to the separate citation for the memorial gates and oval.) 

 
The army's occupation of Mount Martha was not confined to the Balcombe Camp. The house known as 'The Chalet' 
was used as an officers mess for some time before a permanent one was built, wives of Australian servicemen were 
accommodated at 'Grandview', a Mount Martha guesthouse. 'Maryport', Mount Martha, was a guesthouse used for 
convalescence of Australians from 1941 and Americans from 1942. After the arrival of US troops in the Pacific, 
Balcombe Camp was used as a rehabilitation centre for them. Camp Manyung, at Mount Eliza was also used for 
such a purpose. Mount Martha Guesthouse was used by the RAAF during the war, and in 1951 the Army purchased 
it creating No. 30 W.R.A.A.C. Barrack (Butler, 1994; Calder 2008:144 & 147). Calder (2008:147) disputes that it 
was ever used by the Americans during the war. 

 
At the end of World War II the School of Survey, the School of Signals and the School of Music were still based at 
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Balcombe Camp.  In order to justify the expense of establishing the camp the decision was made to retain it and in May 
1948 approval was given to establish the Australian Army Apprentices School on part of the site.  The Apprentices 
School shared the site with the other schools, however, it progressively took over most of the buildings as the other 
schools were relocated. Foundation Day was 2 August, 1948 when the first intake of 63 apprentices began training in 
nine different trades as part of a four year apprenticeship (Calder, 2008:152). 

 
The Apprentices School inherited the buildings of Balcombe Army Camp, including many huts constructed in 1939. In 
1983, the school was relocated to Bonegilla. All of the buildings, apart from the brick Officers' Mess, were sold for 
$100 each and moved away. Calder (2008:158) notes that: 'Most [army huts] left the immediate district, but there is still 
one on "Fairbairn Farm" and another near the junction of the Nepean Highway and the Mornington Peninsula Freeway.' 

 
Citation Reserve & Citation Oval 
Citation Reserve is located east of Balcombe Reserve. Citation Reserve is historically linked to the Balcombe Army 
Camp, located to the south in Mount Martha. 

 
Americans cleared the grounds at Citation Reserve for a ceremony held on 21 May 1943 (Calder, 208:148). The 
ceremony was held in honour of the officers and enlisted men of the US 1st Marine Division, Reinforced who saw 
action in 1942. During the ceremony, the Congressional Medal of Honour was awarded to three United States 
marines, Veterans of the Guadalcanal Campaign: Colonel Edson, Lieutenant Paige and Platoon Sergeant Basilone. 
The medals were presented by Major General Alexander A Vandegrift, who himself had received the Congressional 
Medal of Honour in 1943, presented to him by US President Franklin D Roosevelt. A Silver Star was awarded to three 
others and two men received a Letter of Commendation (Plaque on site; Calder, 2008:148-9). 

 
The Australian Army Apprentices School, founded in 1948, used the reserve for training and later developed an oval 
on the reserve, called 'Citation Oval' (Calder, 2008:148 & 154). At around the same time it is assumed the avenue of 
Cupressus macrocarpa were planted along the main drive into the reserve from Helena Street. 

 
In 1993, on the occasion of the fiftieth anniversary of the 1943 ceremony, a second ceremony was held to dedicate a 
memorial plaque at the entrance to the reserve. The plaque notes that the 1943 ceremony was located 'at or near this 
site, now known as Citation Oval' and held for the awarding of the Congressional Medals of Honour. 

 
Former Balcombe Army Camp Hut 
The hut is located on Citation Reserve, just north of Citation Oval. As the Balcombe Army Camp was located south 
of Balcombe Creek, this suggests that the army hut was relocated from there to its current site at Citation Reserve. 
Historic photos of Balcombe Army Camp, after the war, show similar (single) gable-roof huts clad in horizontal 
sheets of corrugated iron (AABCA). It appears to be shorter than these huts, judging by the aerial photos, and may be 
a single long hut that has been cut in half and rejoined along its length (alternatively, it could be two short huts joined 
together along their lengths). 

 
It is believed that the hut was moved to its present site from the Balcombe Army Camp, which later served as the 
Army Apprentice School, shortly after the closure of the School (Pers. comm., D Hampton, Mornington Peninsula 
Shire, 2012). All of the portable buildings on the School site were sold off and moved away after it closed in 1984 
(Calder, 2008:152, 158). 

 
Sources 
AABCA: Australian Army Band Corp Association, Pictorial 
History, 
http://www.aabcassociation.com.au/index.php?pr=PHASM 
Butler, Graeme, 1994, Shire of Mornington Heritage Study. 
Calder, Winty, 2008, Mount Martha lands and people, Mount Martha. 
Moorhead, Leslie (1971), Mornington in the wake of Flinders, historical survey, North Melbourne. Plaque on site, 
dedicated 1993.  
The Argus. 
 

http://www.aabcassociation.com.au/index.php?pr=PHASM
http://www.aabcassociation.com.au/index.php?pr=PHASM
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Description 
 

Physical Description 
 

The former Army hut is located within a large recreation reserve stretching from Helena Street in the north to Balcombe 
Creek in the south and bordered by the Nepean Highway along its eastern boundary. The whole park area is now called 
'Citation Reserve' with the main playing oval at the southern end. The Army hut is located on the northern boundary of 
this oval which is the home of the South Mornington Tigers football club, and serves as the clubhouse. 

 
The hut comprises two gable-roofed structures, joined along their length, creating a double-gable form. It is timber 
framed with horizontal corrugated-iron cladding (painted). The roof is also clad in more recent corrugated metal. The 
low-line ridge ventilators also appear to be fairly recent (c.1980s). Windows are paired and single four-pane square 
casements. 

 
A variety of flat verandah roofs have been added on the south side in recent years, as well as new steps and canopy at 
the entrance on the north side. The landscape setting of the Army hut is currently compromised by unsightly fencing 
and random signage and other park elements. 

 
To the north of the Army hut there is a second oval, still in good use, which is the site of the original 'Citation Oval'. 
The memorial plaque, on a low stone boulder, flanked by two metal posts displaying the regimental coat of arms, is 
located at the northern end of this oval next to the main entrance from Helena Street. The access road into the reserve 
is planted with cypress trees forming an avenue approach to the Army hut. The mature trees appear to be 50 to 60 
years old. 
 
Unfortunately, the avenue is incomplete; several trees being removed along its western edge to facilitate access into 
other areas of the reserve. Severe pruning to accommodate overhead power lines has also affected the form of several 
trees. 

 
 

Recommended Management 
 

Conservation guidelines (General) 
Please refer to the Cultural Heritage Places Local Policy in the Mornington Peninsula Planning Scheme (Clause 
22.04 or as amended) for the heritage management guidelines for this place. 

 
Conservation guidelines (Specific) 
None specified 

 
 
Comparative Analysis 

 
There are very few surviving buildings that were linked with the Balcombe Army Camp. An army hut is believed to 
have been relocated to 1256 Nepean Highway, Mount Eliza, where it is visible from Cobbs Road. This hut is also 
gable- roofed, clad in horizontal corrugated iron, and retains some four-pane square casement windows. Other 
openings, such as French doors, are part of its conversion to a dwelling. 

 
The hut on Citation Reserve also has some new openings, and appears to have been generally reconfigured (either 
cut in half and rejoined along the length of the halves, or two small huts joined up) to create its double-gabled 
appearance, so has a similar level of intactness. However, it remains on a site connected to the Balcombe Army 
Camp, as well as the later Army Apprentice School, so provides a better understanding of the wartime history of this 
area, though it was moved here after the closure of the School. 
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According to Winty Calder (2008:158), there are two more that remain in Mount Martha, one at 'Fairbairn Farm' 
(just south of Bay Road, adjacent to Nepean Highway), and one near the junction of Nepean Highway and the 
Mornington Peninsula Freeway, but neither of these two have been located during the present study. 

 
It can also be compared to the Officers' Quarters and Mess, constructed c.1955 of the Army Apprentice School, 2 
Cumberland Drive, Mount Martha. It is the only surviving building remaining on the site associated with the Australian 
Army Apprentices School, which continued the military use and occupation of the land once used by the Balcombe 
Army Camp. It is quite different in form, being a two-storey brick building, whereas the hut illustrates the lightweight 
and portable nature of the wartime army buildings. 

 
 
Statement of Significance 

 
What is significant? 
Citation Reserve, including the former Balcombe Army Camp Hut, constructed c.1939, and moved c.1985 to this site 
is significant. The memorial at the entrance to the reserve, the setting of the building between two sporting ovals and 
the mature plantings within the site, particularly the avenue of mature cypress trees, also contribute to the 
significance of the place. 

 
Non-original alterations and additions to the building are not significant. 

 
How is it significant? 
Citation Reserve and the former Balcombe Army Camp hut is of local historic and architectural significance to 
Mornington Peninsula Shire. 

 
Why is it significant? 
Citation Reserve is historically significant for its creation in 1943 by the American Marines, who were based at 
Balcombe Army Camp, for the awarding of the Congressional Medals of Honour to officers and enlisted men who 
served at Guadalcanal in 1942. The continuing importance of this event is marked by a plaque on the reserve, 
commemorating the fiftieth anniversary of the ceremony. (Criterion A) It is also significant for its associations with the 
Army Apprentice School, founded in 1948, which used the reserve for training and later developed an oval there. The 
mature cypress avenue was planted as part of these improvements. (Criterion H) 

 
The former Army Hut at the reserve is historically significant as one of a very small number of buildings from the 
former Balcombe Army Camp to remain in Mount Martha. The camp was established in 1939 and after the war the 
School of Survey, School of Signals and School of Music remained there. In 1948 it became the Army Apprentice 
School, which occupied the site until its move to Bonegilla in 1983. From 1984 to 1999 all buildings, apart from the 
Officers' Mess, were sold and moved off the site. (Criteria A & B) The hut is architecturally significant as a 
representative example of World War II military quarters of standard design, which were quick to build, lightweight 
and ultimately portable. (Criterion D) 

 
Recommendations 2012 

 
External Paint Controls 
Internal Alteration 
Controls Tree Controls 
Fences & Outbuildings 
Prohibited Uses May Be Permitted 
Incorporated Plan 
Aboriginal Heritage Place 
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT 
 

 
Name 
Address 

 
MAISON LA PLAGE, House 
23A Herbert St Mornington 

 
 
Significance Level 

 
 
Local 

Place Type 
Citation Date 

Residence  
2012 
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Recommended 
Heritage Protection 

VHR No HI No PS Yes 
 
 
 
History and Historical Context 

 
Post 1945 residential history 

 
The Mornington Peninsula has been the principal holiday resort for Melbourne, a tradition that has carried over since 
the nineteenth and early twentieth century. It has been a playground for architects whose commissions have involved 
holiday and permanent houses of both grand and modest proportions. The work of many of the prominent Melbourne 
architectural firms such as Grounds Romberg and Boyd and Chancellor and Patrick is represented on the Peninsula. 
In addition there is a tradition of the vernacular beach house, often based on project home models, one of which was 
called 'The Peninsula'. . Many of these prototypes for the mass market were also designed by architects including 
Robin Boyd (Reeves 2011). Post-war development still tended to be clustered in nodes around established 
settlements of Frankston, Mornington and Mount Eliza. 

 
The Peninsula became seen as a recognizable and comprehensive architectural culture in the years immediately 
following World War II. Robin Boyd coined the phrase 'Port Phillip Idiom' to describe it, followed by Neil Clerehans' 
'Peninsula Precocious' (Hamann 2009). Houses tended to fall into one of several camps including executive living, 
particularly prevalent in Mount Eliza which became home for the generation of executives from industry in the south 
eastern suburbs such as General Motors. 

 
Another group included the buildings which delighted in the architectural response to sea and landscape, tending to 
break new ground in their form and to express their vision of the new in bold new ways. Roy Grounds Henty House at 
Frankston set the scene for a generation of bold forms architectural experimentation. However more than any other 
architects, the sheer number of houses by Chancellor and Patrick define the post-war architecture of the Peninsula. 
Working in a variety of idioms the influences on their work included internationalism, Frank Lloyd Wright and the 
Griffins, Japanese architecture and bold playful geometry. Together with the work of John Rouse who ran the 
Frankston office of the firm, Chancellor and Patrick have contributed a significant body of residential work to the 
Mornington Peninsula. 

 
Restrained linear designs by Guildford Bell and Neil Clerehan included several stylish houses such as Trade 
Winds in Canadian Bay Road and the Simon House in Daveys Bay Road. These were highly controlled formal 
houses using the International style of window walls of glass and indoor outdoor connections to generous outdoor 
living spaces. 

 
The Peninsula was not immune to the more exuberant buildings of Kevin Borland and others in his wake, and these 
relaxed buildings were more like the 'everyday beach houses' which also make a significant contribution to the 
Peninsula. Of simple form with gable or monopitch roof and a variety of timber claddings, these houses often grew 
over time and had simple and flexible floor plans. These 'modern' holiday homes are among the most ubiquitous 
buildings on the Peninsula. (Maclean 2009) Another significant contributor in residential architecture was the 
geometric forms of Cocks and Carmichael and others whose highly controlled houses are precursors of the later 
wave of 70s, 80s and 90s architecturally designed houses. The Peninsula continues to be a playground for residential 
architecture and both the high style and the vernacular post-war residential buildings contribute to its regional 
identity. 

 
Place history 

 
The house at 23a Herbert Street occupies part of Crown Section 9, Parish of Mooroduc, which comprised 70 
acres bounded by present-day Barkly Street, Beleura Hill Road, theEsplanade and Tanti Creek. Originally 
owned by 
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Alexander Betson Balcombe, the land was subdivided in 1874 into generous allotments (between one and four acres) 
that were auctioned after Balcombe's death five years later. In 1896, a four-acre block at the south-west corner of 
Balcombe's estate was acquired by farmer Harry Pope Woodhouse, who, in 1920, subdivided it into nineteen 
residential allotments with frontage to Barkly Street, Bath Street, Whitby Street and Herbert Street. Lot 13, at the 
corner of Whitby and Herbert Streets, became 23a Herbert Street. In 1934, the still-vacant site was purchased from 
Woodhouse by Edith Florence Houfe, from whom, fifteen years later, it was acquired by Max and Nancy Rodd, who 
intended to build their holiday house there. 

 
Maxwell George Rodd (1913-2009) was the only son of Ernest Rodd, a successful grocer-turned-jeweller whose 
family firm, styled as G. and E. Rodd, was one of Australia's leading manufacturing jewellers of the inter-war era, 
best known for their high-class silver cutlery sets. The young Max Rodd worked as an accountant for some years; in 
March 1947, he married Nancy Green, a doctor's daughter who was herself studying medicine at Melbourne 
University ( Argus, 5/3/1947). Rodd's mother died a month before the wedding, and, after his father's death almost 
exactly a year later, he took over the family business and steered it to even greater success in the post-war  years. 
The Rodds took up residence in the smart Georgian-style house that Max's parents had formerly occupied in Lansell 
Road, Toorak, and, in 1949, purchased a block of land in Mornington for a holiday house. To design their new 
beach dwelling, the couple engaged the prominent firm of Mockridge, Stahle and Mitchell, which, though only 
recently formed at that time, had already completed several highly-regarded beach houses on the Mornington 
Peninsula. 

 
Rate books reveal that the site in Herbert Street remained vacant for a few years after its purchase, with a nominal Net 
Annual Value (NAV) of £9 until 1951. That year, the figure was crossed out and amended to £83. Construction had 
obviously commenced, with a scribbled note further recording that the site already included a new septic tank. The 
NAV was again recorded as £83 in 1952, increasing thence to £140 in 1953. The completed house was profiled in the 
Australian Home Beautiful in March 1953, when it was described as ‘an attractive building which perfectly suits its 
surroundings’. The Rodds retained ownership of the house for almost thirty years, during which it became an 
important part of their life. As was noted in Max Rodd's obituary, "[His] main recreation was at the family's beach 
house at Mornington, where he relaxed, sailed and played tennis." (Age, May 19, 2009) Both Max and Nancy were 
life members of the Mornington Yacht Club, and are acknowledged with helping it to flourish, including its relocation 
from its original makeshift premises into a new purpose-built facility. 

 
Mockridge, Stahle and Mitchell, architects 

 
On April 1st 1948 John Pearce Mockridge, James Rossiter Stahle, and George Finlay Mitchell formed the practice 
Mockridge, Stahle and Mitchell. Each of the three became principals. 

 
John Mockridge and Ross Stahle met while at the Atelier at Melbourne University. After World War II both 
worked at the firm Buchan Laird and Buchan. Mitchell and Stahle both tutored at Melbourne University, and are 
brothers-in-law. The practice was formed through these associations. In the early days of the practice all three 
principals assisted in design, documentation, and drafting. This set up soon became impractical. Mockridge was 
strong in design, Stahle in specifications, and Mitchell in administration. Mockridge acted as the principle designer 
throughout the years in practice. 

 
 

Sources 
 

Butler, Graeme & Associates (2008), Environmental History for the Mornington Peninsula Shire Council 
[draft only]. 
Certificates of Title, Vol 2599, Fol 693; Vol 5898, Fol 451 and as cited above. 
Context Pty Ltd/Built Heritage Pty Ltd research and assessment, 7 November 
2011. 
"Despite wind and sea spray, they created sheltered harmony", Australian Home Beautiful, Mar 1953, pp 36-8. 
Hamman, Conrad (2009), 'Architecture and its Culture: what was it about the Peninsula?', in Out of the Square, the 
Mornington Peninsula Regional Gallery exhibition catalogue. 
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  James, Rodney (2009), 'Peninsula Precocious' in Out of the Square, the Mornington Peninsula Regional    
Gallery exhibition catalogue. 

McLean, Lucinda (2009), 'Everyday beach houses' in Out of the Square, the Mornington Peninsula Regional 
Gallery exhibition catalogue. 
Modern In Melbourne, 'Mockridge, Stahle & Mitchell, 
http://users.tce.rmit.edu.au/e03159/ModMelb/mm2/modmelbprac2/jm/mobio.html, accessed 26 Oct 
2011.  
Rowena Wiseman (ed), Out of the Square; Beach Architecture on the Mornington Peninsula. 2008. 
Reeves, Simon of Built Heritage Pty Ltd, personal communication, October 30 2011. 
[unknown author] (1981), Seven in the seventies: Kevin Borland, Cooks and Carmichael, Peter Crone, Edmond and 
Corrigan, Gunn Hayball, Daryl Jackson, Max May: exhibition gallery, Melbourne. 

 
 
Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
Occupying a corner site, the dwelling at 23a Herbert Street is a single-storey modernist beach house with an 
external cladding of vertical boards. The house has a distinctive roof form of sloping skillion that forms a wide 
eave over the living room. This is a departure from the remainder of the house form which is characterised by a 
low pitch gable roof that extends to form a carport on the south side. 

 
The living room is situated above the ground level and is fully glazed with mullions that form a strong vertical 
pattern. The strongest element to the design is the roof form extending over the exposed rafters to be supported on 
steel columns. The roof hovers above the surrounding landscape. 

 
It has a squat L-shaped plan that comprises a narrow north-south wing fronting Herbert Street (containing living 
areas) and a wider east-west wing (containing bedrooms and bathrooms). The east-west wing has a low gabled roof, 
with broad eaves, while the north-west wing has a skillion roof of equal pitch that extends even further northward to 
form a massive upward-sloped canopy-like eave, supported on two metal posts. Beneath this canopy, the projecting 
bay of the living room has a fully-glazed end wall, with five bays of full-height windows that rise to a height of 13 
feet (3.9 metres). On this side of the house, pairs of French doors open from the front and side of the living room, and 
from the two front bedrooms alongside, onto a paved terrace. The front door is located in the end bay of the living 
room wall, accessed by a short flight of stone steps and shielded from the front garden by a timber screen and a 
brushwood fence. Much of the dwelling's Herbert Street frontage (including the broad chimney breast) is concealed 
by dense planting, including remnant ti-trees. At the far south end, a timber-framed pergola at the rear of the house 
serves as a carport, with a semi- detached (and separately accessed) laundry room beyond. 

 
 

Recommended Management 
 

Conservation guidelines (General) 
 

Please refer to the Cultural Heritage Places Local Policy in the Mornington Peninsula Planning Scheme (Clause 
22.04 or as amended) for the heritage management guidelines for this place. 

 
Conservation guidelines (Specific) 

 
None specified 
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Comparative Analysis 
 

The partnership of Mockridge, Stahle and Mitchell completed at least seven houses on the Peninsula during the 1950s: 
 two in Sorrento, one in Mornington, one in Red Hill and at least three in Mount Eliza. Of these, the two at Sorrento - 
the Watt House (1951) and the Ross House (1953) were the most celebrated, being widely published in local journals 
and other publications. The former was a basic one-storey house on H-shaped plan, with low-pitched roof, stained 
weatherboard cladding and full-height windows, while the latter was a more spectacular split-level dwelling on a 
sloping site, with a bold skillion, roof, vertical timber cladding and a window wall opening onto a cantilevered sun-
deck. Both houses show the influence of Californian architect William Wurster (1895-1973), of whom John 
Mockridge, the firm's principal designer, was a self-confessed admirer. 
 

While Mockridge, Stahle and Mitchell's other Peninsula holiday houses were less widely published, they were 
nevertheless comparable in form and detailing. Two examples in Mount Eliza - the Sannazzaro House in Glen 
Shian Lane (1950) and another (client unknown) in Watts Parade (1951) - displayed the same use of vertical timber 
cladding, full-height glazing and broad-eaved skillion roofs seen in the Ross House at Sorrento and the Rodd 
House at Mornington. By contrast, the much later Spencer House at Red Hill (1959) was more classical in 
expression, with a deep courtyard plan and broad gabled roof. It should be noted that, of the five comparators cited 
here, none has been conclusively located; one (the Watt House, Sorrento) has been confirmed demolished, and the 
others may have suffered similar fates. Aside from the Rodd House, the only local example of the firm's work to be 
precisely located (and confirmed as extant) is the Dunlop House at 40 Canadian Bay Road, Mount Eliza (1953). 
With its U-shaped plan, low pitched roof and conventional weatherboard cladding, the house is more akin to the 
earlier (but demolished) Watt House at Sorrento (1951). Overall, it is a less striking (and also less intact) example 
of the firm's work than the Rodd House, with its eye-catching skillion, broad eaves and full-size window wall.  The 
Dunlop house nevertheless displays many of the qualities that characterised the firm's holiday houses of the 1950s 
and has been recommended for inclusion in a Group Listing. 

 
 
Statement of Significance 

 
What is significant? 
The former Rodd House, also known as Maison La Plage, at 23a Herbert Street, Mornington is significant.  It is a 
single- storey double-fronted Modernist holiday house designed in 1951-53 by the noted post-war  architectural 
firm of Mockridge, Stahle and Mitchell for prominent Toorak businessman Max Rodd and his wife Nancy, who 
retained ownership of the property for almost thirty years. 

 
How is it significant? 
The former Rodd house at 23a Herbert Street, Mornington is of architectural and aesthetic significance to Mornington 
Peninsula Shire. 

 
Why is it significant? 
Architecturally, the house is significant as an excellent and early example of an architect-designed post-war  beach 
house with an L-shaped plan form, vertical timber cladding and a hybrid roof that combines a simple low-pitched 
gable with a bolder skillion that extends beyond the projected glass-fronted living room to create a canopy-like eave. 
Commenced in 1951, just as wartime building restrictions were being relaxed in Victoria, the building demonstrates 
the re-introduction of the modernist tradition on the Mornington Peninsula by a new generation of progressive 
Melbourne architects. (CriterionA) 

 
Specifically, the house is an excellent and intact example of the domestic work of the noted partnership of 
Mockridge, Stahle and Mitchell. Founded in 1948, this was one of the first new architectural offices established in 
Melbourne after the World War II, and, at the time this house was commissioned, had already completed several 
other highly regarded residential projects on the Mornington Peninsula. Of at least seven holiday houses known to 
have been designed by the firm in the area, the Rodd House remains as the most intact (and more visually striking) 
of the two examples that are currently known to remain standing.
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Yes 
- 
Yes, remnant ti-tree plantings 
- 
- 
- 
- 

 

 

Aesthetically, the house is significant as a quintessential and intact example of the post-war Melbourne Regional 
style. The house demonstrates most of the typical forms and finishes associated with this unpretentious local strain of 
International Modernism, including the use of vertical timber cladding, a low-pitched roof with broad eaves and 
exposed rafters, and large areas of glazing. On the Whitby Street frontage, the boldly projecting skillion roof that 
creates a deep canopy above the fully-glazed wall of the projecting living room wing, is an especially striking 
element. The building is enhanced by its landscaped setting, which includes remnant ti-tree plantings that are highly 
evocative of the 1950s era. (Criterion E) 
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT 
 
Name 
Address 

 
BEACH GROVE, Townhouses, landscape 
1-5/107 Prince Street, Mornington & 6-11/8 Johns 
Road, Mornington 
 

 
 
Significance Level 

 
 
Local 

Place Type 
Citation Date 

Town House  
2012 
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VHR No  
HI No  
PS Yes 
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History and Historical Context 

 
Post 1945 residential history 
The Mornington Peninsula has been the principal holiday resort for Melbourne, a tradition that has carried over since 
the nineteenth and early twentieth century. It has been a playground for architects whose commissions have involved 
holiday and permanent houses of both grand and modest proportions. The work of many of the prominent Melbourne 
architectural firms such as Grounds Romberg and Boyd and Chancellor and Patrick is represented on the Peninsula. 
In addition there is a tradition of the vernacular beach house, often based on project home models, one of which was 
called 'The Peninsula'. Many of these prototypes for the mass market were also designed by architects including 
Robin Boyd (Reeves 2011). Post-wardevelopment still tended to be clustered in nodes around established 
settlements of Frankston, Mornington and Mount Eliza. 

 
The Peninsula became seen as a recognizable and comprehensive architectural culture in the years immediately 
following World War II. Robin Boyd coined the phrase 'Port Phillip Idiom' to describe it, followed by Neil Clerehans' 
'Peninsula Precocious' (Hamann 2009). Houses tended to fall into one of several camps including executive living, 
particularly prevalent in Mount Eliza which became home for the generation of executives from industry in the south 
eastern suburbs such as General Motors. 

 
Another group included the buildings which delighted in the architectural response to sea and landscape, tending to 
break new ground in their form and to express their vision of the new in bold new ways. Roy Grounds Henty House at 
Frankston set the scene for a generation of bold forms architectural experimentation. However more than any other 
architects, the sheer number of houses by Chancellor and Patrick define the post-war  architecture of the Peninsula. 
Working in a variety of idioms the influences on their work included internationalism, Frank Lloyd Wright and the 
Griffins, Japanese architecture and bold playful geometry. Together with the work of John Rouse who ran the 
Frankston office of the firm, Chancellor and Patrick have contributed a significant body of residential work to the 
Mornington Peninsula. 

 
Restrained linear designs by Guildford Bell and Neil Clerehan included several stylish houses such as Trade 
Winds in Canadian Bay Road and the Simon House in Daveys Bay Road. These were highly controlled formal 
houses using the International style of window walls of glass and indoor outdoor connections to generous outdoor 
living spaces. 

 
The Peninsula was not immune to the more exuberant buildings of Kevin Borland and others in his wake, and these 
relaxed buildings were more like the 'everyday beach houses' which also make a significant contribution to the 
Peninsula. Of simple form with gable or monopitch roof and a variety of timber claddings, these houses often grew 
over time and had simple and flexible floor plans. These 'modern' holiday homes are among the most ubiquitous 
buildings on the Peninsula. (Maclean 2009) Another significant contributor in residential architecture was the 
geometric forms of Cocks and Carmichael and others whose highly controlled houses are precursors of the later 
wave of 70s, 80s and 90s architecturally designed houses. The Peninsula continues to be a playground for residential 
architecture and both the high style and the vernacular post-war  residential buildings contribute to its regional 
identity. 

 
Place history 
Merchant Builders purchased and consolidated two lots of land, between Johns Road and Prince Street, for their 
Beach Grove Estate, in August 1976. Lot 9 was purchased from Barry Reginald Chitts, a Mornington Engineer, on 5 
August 1976 and Lot 10 (5065m2) was purchased from John and Daphne Simpson on 27 August 1976 (Titles 
9167/990; 8115/266; 8683/898). The Estate was designed by architects Cocks and Carmichael and built in 1977. 
Cocks and Carmichael wanted the housing estate to appeal to a number of demographics, including young families, 
business couples, retired people and families looking for a holiday house (Butler 2008:308-309; The Age 
6/3/1978:35). 
 
Merchant Builders 
The housing development firm, Merchant Builders, was a Melbourne firm established in 1965 who employed top 
architects and designed houses of a high level of design (Goad 1999:177). The firm was set up by Faulkner, Gunn 
and David Yencken, a friend of Robyn Boyd. The group's architects included Charles Duncan, Graham Gunn and 
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Cocks and Carmichael, as well as landscape designers Ellis Stones and Tract Consultants. The firm's first estate 
opened in 1965 and they were awarded the Robin Boyd Environmental Award by the Victorian chapter of the Royal 
Australian Institute of Architect in 1972 for their contribution to housing development (Butler 2008:309; Age 
6/3/1978:35). Merchant Builders had a reputation for innovative housing design, impressive landscaping and 
providing value for money (Age 20/9/1977:unknown). Merchant Builders' first estate opened in 1965 and consisted 
of three house designs built on a site, with mature trees, in a landscape designed by Ellis Stones. The Victorian 
Chapter of the Royal Australian Institute of Architects instituted the Robin Boyd Environmental Award which was 
awarded (Bronze Medal) to Merchant Builders in 1972 for the firm's contributions to housing development (Butler, 
Context ed. 2011:42-43). 

 
The central idea of Merchant Builders was that there was an important need in Melbourne for a range of well designed 
houses that could be built on the owner's land without the expense of one-off architect designed houses. Further 
explorations of this idea led to the new type of subdivision of land called Cluster Title. With the same density of 
development as a standard subdivision, additional common parkland and other innovative features could be provided, 
and the boundaries between public and private space were less well defined. The most innovative project was Winter 
Park at Doncaster, followed by Elliston at Rosanna. The John Street development is a small version of the Merchant 
Builders Estates (Mackay 1971:136). 

 
Cocks and Carmichael, architects 
Cocks and Carmichael was an Australian architectural partnership formed in Melbourne in 1967 by Robin Cocks (b. 
Melbourne, 25 Nov 1941) and Peter Carmichael (b. Melbourne, 18 July 1942). Prominent in-house design in the 
1970s and moved into larger commercial and institutional architecture by the 1980s. In the late 1960s and 1970s 
Cocks and Carmichael designed some of Australia's most innovative project houses. Their design for the award-
winning Civic Growth House (1974) was the most advanced; clients were provided with a modular grid and a range of 
components that allowed choice in location, size and character (Rollo, 1999). It is said that the American architect 
Charles Gwathmey was a particular influence in their design, and the formal geometries of their design to have 
similarities to the works of Gwathmey, most noticeably the Woodley house at Sorrento which was highly influential. 
Cocks and Carmichael provided a significant contribution to domestic architecture in Victoria the 1970s and 80s with 
their local interpretation of modernism. 

 
Other houses by Cocks and Carmichael on the Mornington Peninsula include: 
1974 - Johnstone House House 17 Lowe Street Mount Eliza (altered) 
1974 - House Keating Avenue, Sorrento. 

 
Sources 
Butler, Graeme & Associates (2008), "Environmental History for the Mornington Peninsula Shire Council" [draft only]. 
Certificate of Titles, as cited above. 
Goad, Philip (2009) Melbourne Architecture, Watermark Architectural Guides, Heritage Victoria. 
Hamman, Conrad (2009), 'Architecture and its Culture: what was it about the Peninsula?', in Out of the Square, the 
Mornington Peninsula Regional Gallery exhibition catalogue. 
James, Rodney (2009), 'Peninsula Precocious' in Out of the Square, the Mornington Peninsula Regional Gallery 
exhibition catalogue. 
Mackay, Hugh, Robin Boyd, Hugh Stretton and John Mant (1971), Living and Partly Living, Housing in Australia, 
Melbourne. 
McLean, Lucinda (2009), 'Everyday beach houses' in Out of the Square, the Mornington Peninsula Regional Gallery 
exhibition catalogue. 
Rollo, Joe (1999),Contemporary Melbourne Architecture, Sydney. Royal Australian Institute of Architects twentieth 
Century register. 
Reeves, Simon of Built Heritage Pty Ltd, personal communication, October 30 2011. 
The Age. 
[unknown author] (1981), Seven in the seventies: Kevin Borland, Cooks and Carmichael, Peter Crone, Edmond and 
Corrigan, Gunn Hayball, Daryl Jackson, Max May: exhibition gallery, Melbourne. 
 

 
  



 

109 
 

Description 
 

Physical Description 
 

Cluster housing is the term used to describe a form of housing that had some popularity in the 1960s and 70s. The 
movement sought to re-invent a new form of living that was neither single house nor apartment but enjoyed the best 
aspects of both. Cluster housing provided small architect designed individual houses set within master planned and 
landscaped sites with the emphasis on both private and communal open space and ample landscaping. 

 
The cluster housing estates developed by Merchant Builders are characterized by site design that emphasizes common 
space and shared driveways and landscaping with Australian plants. Beach Grove is a development of eleven individual 
houses, some of which are two storeys. The site has been designed to minimize car access through the site by providing 
access points at both road frontages. The landscaping designed by Tract Consultants is now mature and features 
eucalypts, acacias and ti-trees. Landscaping featuring native species is a particular feature of Merchant Builders’ work. 

 
The houses are designed as 'L' shaped courtyard houses with private open space in fenced courtyards opening from 
the single car-ports provided for each house. The planning of the houses is on a 900mm module to suit standard 
components, in an attempt to reduce the cost per house. 

 
The houses all share a design palette, forms and materials of simple low pitched roofs, 'Raytex' masonry finish 
walls, diagonally boarded walls beneath windows, timber sunscreens, pergolas and timber framed window walls 
that open to courtyards. 

 
Colours used are deliberately muted and earthy, reflecting a desire for affinity with the landscape. 

 
 

Recommended Management 
 

Conservation guidelines (General) 
 

Please refer to the Cultural Heritage Places Local Policy in the Mornington Peninsula Planning Scheme (Clause 
22.04 or as amended) for the heritage management guidelines for this place. 

 
Conservation guidelines (Specific) 

 
None specified 

 
 
 
Comparative Analysis 

 
 

A cluster development at 76 Molesworth Street Kew was an architectural award winning development which was 
highly influential in promoting new models of housing - Graeme Gunn and Merchant Builders 1968 (landscaping 
Ellis Stones (Goad:201) 1970 RAIA Bronze Medal winner. 

 
Following this lead, larger Merchant Builders estates were designed throughout the outer Melbourne suburbs 
including Winter Park, Doncaster (1970), Vermont Park Vermont (1974) and the Elliston Estate at Rosanna. These 
estates are all much bigger than Beach Grove, however similar general design principles are applied. 

 
Keraboite Court, a development of approximately eight houses in a landscaped setting by architects Graeme Gunn, 
and Andrew McCutcheon has some parallels with Beach Grove. This development provided a number of standard 
plans from which people could choose to build, all with a matching palette of materials. It appears to be a more 
conventional subdivision than a cluster housing model and several of the houses have undergone significant 
alterations. Keraboite Court does not have communal land as a central unifying element that was a key component of 
a cluster subdivision (although residents do share common land along the adjacent creek). 

 
A small Merchant Builders estate, at the corner of Gillards Road and Allen Drive, Mount Eliza, was the result of a 
competition sponsored by the Gas and Fuel Corporation of Victoria which sought to promote modular housing 
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Yes 
- 
Yes Applies to the overall landscaping design of native trees and shrubs 
rather than individual specimens. 
Yes, courtyard fencing 
- 
- 
- 

 

among other things. The winning design by Terry Dorrough used a steel frame-based kit house which was later 
developed by Merchant Builders in a timber form as the Garden and Courtyard Houses. It is thought that this design 
introduced courtyards to mass housing development. A group of three flat roofed houses remain in Gillards Road 
near the corner of Allen Drive, however it has not been confirmed that these are the Dorrough houses. 

 
Beach Grove is a highly recognizable cluster subdivision and is the best and most intact example of an alternative 
type of housing development in the study area. 

 
 
Statement of Significance 

 
What is significant? 
The cluster housing development Beach Grove comprising a series of one and two storey courtyard houses in a 
landscaped setting, between Johns Road and Prince Street Mornington, designed by Cocks and Carmichael and built 
by Merchant Builders in 1977 is significant.    
 
How is it significant? 
The Cluster housing development Beach Grove is of local architectural and historical significance to Mornington 
Peninsula Shire. 

 
Why is it significant? 
Architecturally, Beach Grove is an excellent example of a small cluster housing development. Beach Grove 
demonstrates the range of architectural and landscape design features including courtyard houses, shared driveways, 
and a variety of private and communal open space enhanced by the mature landscaping of eucalypts, acacias and ti-
trees. The modular courtyard houses designed by Cocks and Carmichael illustrate typical design features of Merchant 
Builders houses including sunshading, diagonal timber cladding and lightly bagged block walls. (Criterion D). 

 
Historically, Beach Grove is representative of the small but influential design movement of cluster housing that 
sought to provide a range of architecturally designed houses in a master-planned, landscaped setting. Beach Grove is 
part of the tradition of high quality residential architecture designed by notable architectural firms that define the 
Mornington Peninsula residential development in the post-1945 period. (Criterion A) 
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT 
 

 
Name 
Address 

 
JOHN ROUSE HOUSE 
85 Kunyung Road, Mount Eliza 

 
 
Significance Level 

 
 
Local 

Place Type 
Citation Date 

House  
2012 
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History and Historical Context 
 

Post 1945 residential history 
 

The Mornington Peninsula has been the principal holiday resort for Melbourne, a tradition that has carried over since 
the nineteenth and early twentieth century. It has been a playground for architects whose commissions have involved 
holiday and permanent houses of both grand and modest proportions. The work of many of the prominent Melbourne 
architectural firms such as Grounds Romberg and Boyd and Chancellor and Patrick is represented on the Peninsula. 
In addition there is a tradition of the vernacular beach house, often based on project home models, one of which was 
called 'The Peninsula'. Many of these prototypes for the mass market were also designed by architects including 
Robin Boyd (Reeves 2011). Post-war development still tended to be clustered in nodes around established settlements 
of Frankston, Mornington and Mount Eliza. 

 
The Peninsula became seen as a recognizable and comprehensive architectural culture in the years immediately 
following World War II. Robin Boyd coined the phrase 'Port Phillip Idiom' to describe it, followed by Neil Clerehans' 
'Peninsula Precocious' (Hamann 2009). Houses tended to fall into one of several camps including executive living, 
particularly prevalent in Mount Eliza which became home for the generation of executives from industry in the south 
eastern suburbs such as General Motors. 

 
Another group included the buildings which delighted in the architectural response to sea and landscape, tending to 
break new ground in their form and to express their vision of the new in bold new ways. Roy Grounds Henty House at 
Frankston set the scene for a generation of bold forms architectural experimentation. However, more than any other 
architects, the sheer number of houses by Chancellor and Patrick define the post-war  architecture of the Peninsula. 
Working in a variety of idioms, the influences on their work included internationalism, Frank Lloyd Wright and the 
Griffins, Japanese architecture and bold playful geometry. Together with the work of John Rouse who ran the 
Frankston office of the firm, Chancellor and Patrick have contributed a significant body of residential work to the 
Mornington Peninsula. 

 
Restrained linear designs by Guildford Bell and Neil Clerehan included several stylish houses such as Trade 
Winds in Canadian Bay Road and the Simon House in Daveys Bay Road. These were highly controlled formal 
houses using the International style of window walls of glass and indoor outdoor connections to generous outdoor 
living spaces. 

 
The Peninsula was not immune to the more exuberant buildings of Kevin Borland and others in his wake, and these 
relaxed buildings were more like the 'everyday beach houses' which also make a significant contribution to the 
Peninsula. Of simple form with gable or monopitch roof and a variety of timber claddings, these houses often grew 
over time and had simple and flexible floor plans. These 'modern' holiday homes are among the most ubiquitous 
buildings on the Peninsula. (Maclean 2009) Another significant contributor in residential architecture was the 
geometric forms of Cocks and Carmichael and others whose highly controlled houses are precursors of the later 
wave of 70s, 80s and 90s architecturally designed houses. The Peninsula continues to be a playground for residential 
architecture and both the high style and the vernacular post-war  residential buildings contribute to its regional 
identity. 

 
Place history 

 
In October 1957, Lawrence L. Gibson purchased the lot on the corner of Kunyung Road and Acheron Avenue, 
which exists today as 85 Kunyung Road and 1 Acheron Avenue. In May 1958, this lot was sold to John Earl Rouse, 
architect, and Marlene J. Martorana of 'Earimil Estate', Mount Eliza, and proprietor of the 'Frock Shop'. In June 
1961 John E. Rouse became a joint proprietor with Marlene J. Rouse, and at this date the property now included 
the land of (the current) 87 Kunyung Road. John Earl Rouse built the existing house circa 1960, and John and 
Marlene remained proprietors of the house until February 1969, at which time the land was transferred to Marjorie 
Richardson. Alan Bryce Nelson, architect, and Wendy Nelson owned the house from October 1981 to 1999. The 
titles do not indicate the date when the property was subdivided, separating number 87 Kunyung Road and 2 
Acheron Drive (Titles 8344/093; 8171/422; 8171/423). 

 
David Chancellor, Architect 
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David Chancellor set up a solo practice in Frankston in 1952. He was joined by Rex Patrick, Colin Jones and John 
Rouse, and at the beginning of 1954 the firm of Chancellor and Patrick was established. From the beginning the idea 
of collaborative practice was at the core of what David Chancellor stood for and this was reflected in the creative 
design work of the practice. In 1957 the firm opened a second office in South Yarra and the Frankston office was run 
by John Rouse who had become an Associate in 1965. The Chancellor and Patrick partnership was long lasting (1954-
1982) and exhibited the typical development from residential work to larger industrial, commercial and educational 
commissions. Their approach to architecture was defined by regional identity and humanism - two key ideas in post-
war architectural theory. It embraced the International Style of modernism and the 'new humanism' of the 1960s 
(Callister 2011). 

 
Incorporating local and international influences, David Chancellor, Rex Patrick and their small firm constantly 
challenged, developed and reworked their ideas, clear on their vision to create their own architectural identity. 
Closely aligned with the desires and optimism of the period, their philosophy explored the possibilities of space 
and the relationship of architecture with the landscape. 

 
Their designs often incorporated geometrical forms in planning and the development of structure. They could also 
borrow from the Japanese house in roof form, pavilion planning and use of extended eaves to create cascading roofs, 
but all of their residential work is noted for it integration of the interior with the exterior. They borrowed both from 
international sources and from the local site to make houses that are stylish, sophisticated and earthy. Their designs 
use materials in a raw and honest manner, staining timber instead of painting it, using plain concrete bricks or blocks 
and sometimes incorporating stone for dramatic effect (Callister 2011). 

 
The houses of Chancellor and Patrick form the largest group of architect-designed houses in the Mornington and 
Mount Eliza area. These houses are supplemented by small institutional buildings such as church halls and pre schools 
indicating the widespread use of their services in the community. What is remarkable is the extent to which each 
building is an individual design despite employing design elements and a palette of materials that are similar. Growth 
and development of their work is noticeable as are the clearly different design briefs. Despite the many houses on the 
Peninsula designed by Chancellor and Patrick, each is distinctive (Callister 2011). 

 
Sources 
Butler, Graeme & Associates (2008), "Environmental History for the Mornington Peninsula Shire Council" 
edited by Context (2011) [draft only]. 
Callister, Winsome (2011), Desire and Identity: The Architecture of Chancellor and Patrick, Exhibition 
catalogue , Mornington Peninsula Regional Gallery. 
Certificates of Title, as cited above. 
Hamman, Conrad (2009), 'Architecture and its Culture: what was it about the Peninsula?', in Out of the Square, the 
Mornington Peninsula Regional Gallery exhibition catalogue. 
James, Rodney (2009), 'Peninsula Precocious' in Out of the Square, the Mornington Peninsula Regional 
Gallery exhibition catalogue. 
McLean, Lucinda (2009), 'Everyday beach houses' in Out of the Square, the Mornington Peninsula Regional 
Gallery exhibition catalogue 
Reeves, Simon of Built Heritage Pty Ltd, personal communication, October 30 2011. 
[unknown author] (1981), Seven in the seventies: Kevin Borland, Cooks and Carmichael, Peter Crone, Edmond and 
Corrigan,  Gunn Hayball, Daryl Jackson,  Max May: exhibition gallery, Melbourne. 

 
 
Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
The house designed by John Rouse on the corner of Kunyung Road and Acheron Avenue occupies a prominent 
position with views across Port Phillip Bay. Originally a larger allotment with a flat roof garage and shed, the block 
has been subdivided, and in 2012 the adjacent site has an application to build a new house. The allotment still retains 
a number of large trees that provide a setting to the house. 

 
The design reflects one of Chancellor and Patrick's most identifiable typologies, that of the symmetrical gable house 
that is partly two storeyed. Large roof beams, acting as purlins extend from the gable ends to form a typical detail 
found on many Chancellor and Patrick houses. The house is oriented east-west with the north elevation composed of 
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recessed and projecting elements that are nearly fully glazed. The wide eaves are sheltering to the windows. 
 

The predominant material of grey concrete brick is a favorite material of the architects, and is in its original 
(unpainted) state. Some of the windows have been altered with new frames or in frameless glass, but this has been 
done without significant impact on the original design. 

 
 

Recommended Management 
 

Conservation guidelines (General) 
 

Please refer to the Cultural Heritage Places Local Policy in the Mornington Peninsula Planning Scheme (Clause 
22.04 or as amended) for the heritage management guidelines for this place. 

 
Conservation guidelines (Specific) 

 
None specified 

 
 
Comparative Analysis 

 
85 Kunyung Road has some similarities in locale and design to the Perdriau House at 798 Esplanade Mornington 
which is on the Heritage Overlay. It is a more intact example since the Perdriau House has an extension to the front. 
85 Kunyung Road is a more intact example than the Bache House at 6 Waveney Road Mount Eliza which is also on 
the Heritage Overlay but has had some major changes to the exterior and is recommended for removal.  
85 Kunyung Road is a smaller and less adventurous composition than either the Watson House at 3 Thornton 
Avenue Mount Eliza (HO) or 11 Inglis Street Mornington. 

 
 
Statement of Significance 

 
What is significant? 

 
The two-storey concrete brick house at 85 Kunyung Road Mount Eliza, designed and built by architect John Rouse for 
his own family in 1965 is significant. 
 
How is it significant? 

 
85 Kunyung Road is of local architectural and historic significance to the Mornington Peninsula Shire. 

 
Why is it significant? 

 
85 Kunyung Road is historically significant as the home of architect John Rouse, Associate of Chancellor and 
Patrick, and manager of the Frankston office. It was during this time that the practice became the pre-eminent firm 
of architects, undertaking a large number of commissions on the Mornington Peninsula. (Criterion A) 

 
85 Kunyung Road is a good example of the middle-late period of work by Chancellor and Patrick between 1965-
1970, when a number of designs pioneered earlier were recycled in various forms. The symmetrical gabled roof with 
projecting roof beams, is a recurring element in the work of the architects. It is a substantially intact and 
representative example of residential design. (Criterion D) 
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT 
 

 
Name 

 
KING GEORGE V MEMORIAL BUSH NURSING 

 
 

 
Address 

HOSPITAL (FORMER) 
262-268 Main Street Mornington 

 

 
Significance Level 

 

 
Local 

Place Type 
Citation Date 

Hospital 
2012 

  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Recommended 
Heritage Protection 
 

VHR No HI No PS Yes 

Designer / Architect Elliot KF 
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History and Historical Context 
 

Locality history 
 
By the early twentieth century Mornington was established as the main civic and commercial centre on the Peninsula. 
However, it was still a relatively small town, with a population that swelled during the summer months as 
holidaymakers came south from Melbourne. In the first decade of the twentieth century the Progress Association  
focused on beautifying Mornington to encourage tourism, and in 1902 planted trees and shrubs in Queen Street and 
the railway reserve. In 1904 the association distributed Sugar Gums to residents, planted gums in Albert Street and 
seven thousand tea-trees on the foreshore between Mills Beach and Marina Cove. Local attractions included bathing 
beaches, croquet clubs, bowling clubs, a new golf club and many parks including Mornington Park, gazetted as a 
public park in 1863 and a much-loved picnic spot (Context 2009:9-10, Moorhead 1971:63). 

 
The town grew steadily and houses were in 'great demand' in the years just prior to World War I. Most were built on 
the speculative subdivisions that had remained largely undeveloped since the late nineteenth century. A newspaper 
article noted that: 

 
Although many homes have been erected at Mornington recently, there are still a great number of the residents 
waiting to be accommodated. The principal reason of the great demand is that owners prefer letting their houses 
furnished to visitors rather than unfurnished to a constant tenant. (Mornington Standard, 20 April 1912, p.2) 

 
Two key factors influenced the development of Mornington township after World War I. They were improved 
transport links and the creation of a permanent reticulated water supply. Train services improved with the 
electrification of the line to Frankston by 1922, and after the formation of the Country Roads Board in 1913 the Point 
Nepean Road from Melbourne, via Frankston, improved vastly. While transport improvements led to an increase in 
the numbers of day trippers and holiday stays it was the introduction of the permanent water supply to the 
Mornington Peninsula in 1921, which resulted in a wave of suburban development that increased the number of 
permanent residents in the town. The growth of Melbourne accelerated after World War I and Mornington shared the 
boom economy of the early 1920s, with private estates providing 3,000 building blocks in 1922 (Moorhead 1971:151-
2, 166, 186, 191; Argus 31/12/1937:6). 

 
In the 1930s, despite the Depression which affected all of Australia with unemployment, The Argus (1938:16; 
1937:7) reported the rise in popularity of holiday homes in Mornington as a result of good roads that offered better 
access to areas, and the attraction of a long-term stay, especially over the summer period (Moorhead 1971:198). A 
newspaper article noted that: 

 
Because most owners find that they can occupy them for many weeks at a time .. they are building holiday homes 
of a more substantial nature and possessing an attractive appearance.(The Argus, 8 September 1938, p.16) 

 
Thematic context 
 
In 1840 the first public hospital, offering 20 beds, was opened in Victoria on Bourke Street, Melbourne. In 
Mornington Shire in the nineteenth century, medical care was provided solely by private medical practitioners. Many 
of whom were linked with servicing the Point Nepean Quarantine Station Hospital (c.1850s) (Butler 2011:100). In 
1858 the first Medical Act was passed in Victoria, followed by the first medical school opening at the University of 
Melbourne in 1862 (AMA, accessed Oct 2011). 

 
The following is an extract from Butler's Mornington Peninsula Shire Environmental History (2011:100-1): 

 
The Victorian Bush Nursing Association (VBNA) was formed in 1910 to further the provision of trained nurses in 
areas outside of Melbourne's suburbs where there was a dire shortage of both doctors and nurses. At that time, the 
Mornington Peninsula fell within that category although now the Bush Nursing Hospital there, along with those at 
Chelsea, Lilydale and Pakenham, are considered part of Melbourne. However, not all of the hospitals created on the 
Peninsula were opened by the VBNA, some being privately run.
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This includes the Frankston Orthopaedic Hospital, now the Mount Eliza Centre, which was opened in 1929 as a 
branch of the Children's Hospital, Carlton, and is reportedly the only Orthopaedic hospital in Australia at the time 
(Argus 27/3/1929:5, 23/12/1927:7). Both the Dromana and Hastings Bush Nursing Hospitals opened in 1930, 
followed by the Mornington Bush Nursing Hospital in 1937 and later the Rosebud Hospital in 1961 (Butler, 
2011:100-1). 

 
Place history 
Another vital service for a growing community is a hospital. Again it was the efforts of the local people that built the 
Mornington King George V Memorial Bush Nursing Hospital in 1937. It opened in July with five single-bed wards 
plus sunroom accommodation for several patients but by the end of the year there was a shortage of space. A 
photograph of the opening shows an L-shape configuration, with two brick gabled wings either side of a cemented 
gabled porch (Argus, 19/07/1937: 10). The hospital building was later enlarged, and almost doubled in size, but using 
the same cladding materials and details. 

 
The foundation stone reads: 'This stone was laid at the opening of the King George V Memorial Bush Nursing 
Hospital by Sir George Fairbairn K.C. 18th July 1937.' Fairbairn (1855-1943) was described in his obituary as 'head 
of one of the best known Australian families, and a leading figure in business, political and sporting circles' (Argus, 
25/10/1943: 5). 
 
His connection to the Bush Nursing Association was via the Edward Wilson Trust, of which he was a member. The 
Trust funded new buildings and extensions to major hospitals in Melbourne (The Alfred, Children's, Women's and 
Queen Victoria), before lending their support to bush nursing in the 1920s (Argus, 09/09/1926: supp. 2). While the 
bush nursing cooperative system began in rural locations, by the early 1930s the Association was pushing for its 
extension to Melbourne and suburbs. Fairbairn is quoted proposing this system for Melbourne hospitals (The Age, 
23/09/1931: 8).  
 
At the opening of the Mornington hospital, the 48th in Victoria, Sir James Barrett, Secretary of the Association, 
declared that the hospitals should be 'all over our suburbs' (Argus, 19/07/1937: 10). At the opening, Fairbairn noted 
that the Edward Wilson Trust was 'largely responsible' for the erection of the hospital. It was claimed to be the first 
memorial in Victoria to King George V, who had passed away in January 1936. 

 
Unlike Frankston, Mornington was able to find land for a new hospital (from one of [Sir] JW Barrett's brothers, 
later trustees) and the design was by the Victorian Bush Nursing Association's architect, KF Elliott. Elliott 
designed the building 'so that future extensions can easily be made' (Argus, 16/09/1936, p 5). The design was 
modern with unique inclusion of an area for a baby health clinic. 

 
Other bush nursing hospitals designed by Elliott have been identified in Euroa (1929), Toora (1933), Mirboo North 
(1938) and Loch (1940). Other VBNA hospitals in the area included Dromana (1930-50) and Hastings (1930). 
 
The bush hospital building was extended in 1938 and 1953 (Information from owner). In recent years the original Bush 
Hospital building has been incorporated into a larger hospital complex, but remains clearly visible on the Main Street 
frontage. It forms part of The Bays Hospital, a community facility owned by the residents of the Mornington 
community, which relies solely on privately insured patients or veteran patients for its income stream (Information from 
current owner). 

 
 

Sources 
Australian Medical Association (AMA), 'History', http://amavic.com.au/page/About_Us/History/, accessed 17 October 
2011. 
Butler, Graeme & Associates, Context Pty Ltd (editors) (2011), Mornington Peninsula Shire Environmental 
History. 
Context Pty Ltd (2009), "Recognising the Heritage of Ranelagh, Conservation Management Plan for the Ranelagh 
Estate, Mount Eliza". 
Moorhead, Leslie (1971), Mornington in the wake of Flinders, historical survey, North Melbourne. 
The Argus. 
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Relevant Historical Australian Themes 
 

Civic and township development (evidence of urban development in a once dominantly rural context, town 
surveys, civic and religious buildings, street plantings) 

 
Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
Now part of a much larger hospital complex, The King George V Memorial Bush Nursing Hospital at 262-268 Main 
Street, Mornington, is a single-storey building with an L-shaped plan.  There are two small gabled extensions to the rear 
(south east) of unknown date which may be the original service areas. The hospital kitchen occupies part of this 
extension. 
 
The walls are clinker brick and the gabled roof clad in Marseille tiles. Gable ends have a decorative board and batten 
detail, which was originally stained (now overpainted). The windows are six-over-six double hung sashes, with splayed 
brick sills, giving this simple building an American Colonial Revival feel. 
 
A photo of the hospital when it opened in July 1937 (Argus, 19/07/1937: 10) shows a much smaller building. The 
long section of the 'L' was only three bays long (it is now 10 bays). A rendered gabled entrance porch (with Old 
English stylistic influence) is also visible at the junction of the two wings. No evidence of this door or porch 
survives on the current façade. 
 
The former bush hospital has been enlarged on at least two occasions: in 1938, shortly after completion of the original 
building, and in 1953. The original entrance, located at the inner corner of the ‘L’ has been removed, as has a second 
entrance and portico located part way along the main façade facing the street. This entry, created as part of the 1953 
extension, was removed around 2011 (Information from owner). 

 
A bay window has been added at the north end of the western facade, and a new window opening created at the south   
end. New construction has almost entirely enclosed the building on the east side, so the rear elevation is not visible 
apart from a small section at the north-east end. The rear service extension is entirely built in by new development and 
its original form is not discernible either from inside or outside, although the tiled roof remains visible in aerial 
photographs. 

 
Two chimneys near the junction of the two wings have also been removed since 1937. 

 
A historic photo on display at the hospital in October 2010 (mistakenly dated '1937') shows the first enlargement to 
the building, when two bays were added to the north end. It is believed the final five bays were added in 1953 
(Information provided by owner). 

 
The bush hospital originally had an extensive period garden with willows, Italian cypress and Douglas firs.The front 
garden has been altered and the cypresses have been replaced with alternative trees. An oak tree survives. 

 
 

Physical Condition 
 

Apart from changes to some windows and the removal of the entry porch, the south, west, and north elevations 
are largely intact to the 1953 form of the building. The distinctive roof form is intact and highly visible. 
 
The rear (east) side of the building is largely enclosed by new development and the original form of the service 
wing is no longer discernible.  
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Recommended Management 
 

Conservation guidelines (General) 
 

Please refer to the Cultural Heritage Places Local Policy in the Mornington Peninsula Planning Scheme (Clause 
22.04 or as amended) for the heritage management guidelines for this place. 

 
Conservation guidelines (Specific) 

 
It is understood that the former King George V Memorial Bush Nursing Hospital now forms a small, if distinctive, part 
of a large modern hospital complex. Further internal alterations and changes to the connections with other hospital 
buildings and the landscape around the former hospital are anticipated. 
 
These changes should be allowed where they will not detract from the presentation of the 1937 – 1953 form of the 
building, particularly as visible to the public from the west, south and north sides. The building should not be obscured 
by any new structures or buildings between it and Main Street. The garden area facing Main Street, including vehicular 
access may be altered consistent with maintaining a respectful setting for the building. The rear (eastern) service wing 
has lost its integrity and its removal could be considered. 
 
Opportunities should be taken where they arise, to reconstruct former features of the building including lost or altered 
entries, porches and windows. Minor alterations to the visible facades, if required for functional reasons, should be done 
in a manner consistent with Burra Charter principles. 

 
 

Previous Statement Significance 
 

1994: 
 

The Mornington Bush Nursing Hospital is locally significant as an important public building in the town and probably 
the oldest public hospital on the Peninsula. It is externally close to its original condition and is in a related garden 
setting. 

 
 
Statement of Significance 

 
What is significant? 
The former King George V Memorial Bush Nursing Hospital, 262-268 Main Street, Mornington, begun in 1937 
is significant. This clinker-brick building is L-shaped in plan with a terracotta-tile clad roof with vertical timbers 
to the gable ends. The six-over-six double-hung windows suggest the stylistic influence of the American 
Colonial Revival. 

 
How is it significant? 
The former King George V Memorial Bush Nursing Hospital is of local historical and aesthetic significance to 
Mornington Peninsula Shire. 

 
Why is it significant? 
Historically, as an important public building in Mornington, and a local landmark. It also illustrates the spread of the 
Bush Nursing Hospital movement to Melbourne's suburbs in the 1930s, a reflection of the success of this form of 'health 
insurance'. (Criterion A) 

 
Aesthetically, for its external form and materials, designed to express a functional yet welcoming public facility 
according to the standards of the time. While enlarged several times, this was done to the original design, detailing 
and materials, creating a harmonious whole. (Criterion E) 
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT 
 

 
Name 
Address 

 
MOUNT MARTHA CAMPGROUND (FORMER) 
16A Mirang Avenue, Mount Martha (part) 

 
 

Significance Level Local 

Place Type 
Citation Date 

Holiday Camp 
2013 
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  Recommended 

Heritage Protection 
VHR No HI No PS Yes 

 
 
 
 
History and Historical Context 

 
Place history 
The early twentieth century saw advertisements for the scenic delights of Mount Martha and Balcombe Creek 
especially for beach activities, fishing and sailing, 'it was a paradise, with fern-banked creek so unpolluted that a 
flat bottomed boat could be rowed almost to the Nepean Highway, certainly as far as Sach's orchard (Uralla Road) 
where apples could be collected' 

 
With pressure building on the foreshore reserve in the 1930s the camping reserve at Balcombe was established on the 
south side of the creek away from the beach in December 1938 with Mornington Shire as the committee of 
management. In the previous year the Lands Department had already built new toilet blocks and the core buildings 
(later modified) that remain today. Camping at the site ceased during World War II when the whole Mount Martha 
area was given over to the army. After the war, electric lighting, picnic tables and fire places were further 
improvements to the camping ground including the 'pressed' concrete block Camp Laundry added c.1950. 

 
During the early 1960s an extension to the camping ground of 12 acres was proposed but successfully resisted by 
the Mount Martha Citizens League. In the 1970s another attempt was made to upgrade the camping ground 
facilities which led to even more local resistance and eventually the closure of the camping ground. The area was 
converted to a public nature reserve in 1985. The Mount Martha Rotary Club submitted a master plan to 
Mornington Shire in 1986 which led to a number of recreational improvements including the provision of fishing 
platforms, boardwalks and vegetation works. 

 
One of the main pressures on the precinct was the impact of camping on the beaches and foreshore area. The historical 
information given in the Significant Sites and Areas report for the precinct in 1994 describes in detail the story of how 
the camping grounds were developed against a backdrop of local opposition and the subsequent creation of the 
Balcombe Estuary Reserve. 

 
Source 
Information panel at Balcombe Estuary Reserve picnic area - no references given. 

 
 
Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
The camping ground along the south side of Balcombe Creek, operating between the 1930s until its closure in 1985, 
had meant cheap holidays for many people from all over the state. As reminders of that time, a square form pavilion 
with a central stone fire place is notable along with other ancillary structures such as the concrete block Camp 
Laundry (used now as a shelter and location for interpretation boards) and the Moorooduc stone toilet block which 
has been enlarged when the area was 'upgraded' as part of the Australian Bicentenary in 1988.  
 
Water stand pipes with concrete pad bases also remain locating former camping pitches and a ruined toilet / shower 
block, also of pressed concrete blocks, remains hidden within a screen of Tea tree scrub further along the path from 
the main visitor area. A children's play area has now been added to the complex of facilities at the entrance to the 
reserve. The full extent of the original camping area is unclear but there is some evidence in the form of water stand 
pipes beyond Henley Avenue and in what is now John F. Ferrero Reserve. 

 
The pavilion is a large square open sided shelter built of concrete block pillars with a central multi-sided fireplace of 
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random stone. The square chimney forms the centre projection of the pyramidal roof. The roof cladding has been 
replaced with a Colorbond corrugated metal roof. Timber walls have been added that have interpretative panels 
mounted on them. 

 
The former toilet and shower block, also built from concrete blocks is now in a ruinous condition. A third building is 
the former camp laundry built of the same type of concrete blockwork with a gable roof and timber board and batten 
cladding to the gable ends. A more recently constructed toilet block is built from random stone rubble. The buildings 
are set in a mown grassed area with trees and a backdrop of dense coastal vegetation. 

 
 

Recommended Management 
 

Conservation guidelines (General) 
Please refer to the Cultural Heritage Places Local Policy in the Mornington Peninsula Planning Scheme (Clause 
22.04 or as amended) for the heritage management guidelines for this place. 

 
Conservation guidelines (Specific) 
None specified 

 
 
Comparative Analysis 

 
There are a number of holiday camp grounds from this era or earlier that have HOs, such as:  

• Camp Manyung (VHR listed), Mount Eliza (HO235) 

• Lord Somers Camp, Somers (VHR) HO302 
 

• Lord Mayors Camp, Portsea (VHR) HO198 
 

• Camp Buxton children's camp, Shoreham (HO127). 
 

All of these have some surviving structures such as bush chapels and camp huts. (Some camps are still 
operating.) However, these were all organised camps, not informal camping grounds for holiday makers. 

 
The main informal camping areas are along the Port Phillip Bay foreshores most notably McCrae, Rosebud and 
Rye. There are a few surviving municipal toilet blocks and shelters built in concrete blocks of the 1930s - 50s. 

 
The closest comparable site in terms of structures is: 

 
Joseph Harris Scout Camp, Mount Martha (HO95) and the adjacent Mount Martha Park (HO159) where there are 
some pavilions of a similar era, but more utilitarian in construction. This was not a municipal camping ground like 
the Balcombe Estuary. 

 
There are few other municipal camping structures of the early date and quality of the former Mount Martha 
campground. 

 
 
Statement of Significance 

 
What is significant? 
The former Mount Martha campground established on the south side of the Balcombe Estuary in the 1930s and 
operating until 1958 is significant. The site contains several structures of which the open-sided pavilion and the ruins 
of the former 
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Yes 
No 
No 
Yes Pavilion, ruins of ablution block, camp laundry. 
No 
No 
- 

 

 

ablution block of 1938, camp laundry of 1950 are notable. The later toilet block built in 1988 is not significant. 
 

How is it significant? 
The former Mount Martha campground is of historical, social and architectural significance to the  Mornington 
Peninsula Shire. 

 
Why is it significant? 
The former Mount Martha campground was a response to pressures from the impact of camping on the beaches and 
foreshore area, despite considerable opposition from local residents. The campground is historically linked to the 
creation of the Balcombe Estuary Reserve in 1938 with Mornington Shire acting as the Committee of Management. It 
is an early example of a municipal camping ground that provided cheap beach holidays for many people as an 
alternative to the more expensive guest house accommodation on offer on the Peninsula. Its continuation as a place 
for recreation and the enjoyment of the Balcombe Estuary continued with the declaration of the place as a nature 
reserve in 1985 following local resistance to the continuation as a camp ground. (Criteria A & G) 

 
The large pavilion and now ruinous ablution block are of significance as buildings that represent the era of 
development of the campground in 1938. The camp laundry of 1950 follows the same design and uses the similar 
pressed concrete block building material. The pavilion is of particular architectural interest for its large stone 
fireplaces and central chimney. (Criterion E) 

 
 
Recommendations 2012 

 
External Paint Controls 
Internal Alteration 
Controls Tree Controls 
Fences & Outbuildings 
Prohibited Uses May Be Permitted 
Incorporated Plan 
Aboriginal Heritage Place 

 
 
 

Other Recommendations 
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT 
 

Name Mount Eliza North Primary School 
Address 6 Moseley Drive Mount Eliza Significance Level Local 

 
Place Type Primary school 
Citation Date 2012 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Recommended 
Heritage Protection 

 

VHR No  
HI No  
PS Yes 
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History and Historical Context 
 

Locality history 
The Mornington Peninsula experienced a growth in population in the 1960s, when road conditions improved and 
car ownership increased. As a result, over the next few decades, the number of residents increased as they were 
able to commute to and from Melbourne (Butler 20011:62). 

 
The private Peninsula School opened at Mount Eliza in 1960 to educate the children of the region's elites and its 
aspiring classes. Improved roads and wider ownership of motor cars meant, over the next few decades, that, along 
with those people who had retired to live permanently at Mount Eliza and those who still used it as a base for 
holidays, there were more residents of Mount Eliza commuting to and from suburbs of Melbourne (Butler 2011:131). 
It was not until the 1960s, when services such as electricity and water were connected and the roads were being 
made, that the shopping centre began to develop as permanent residents began to settle at Mount Eliza on estates such 
as the Earimil and Ranelagh Estates. Improved roads and wider ownership of motor cars meant that there were more 
residents of Mt Eliza commuting to and from suburbs of Melbourne, on top of those who had retired there or used it 
as a holiday retreat (Butler 2008:171). 

 
With improved mobility and access to Melbourne, but within a continued sense of seclusion and privilege, Mount 
Eliza's post-war development focused around the construction and consolidation of distinctive housing, both on 
individual sites and estates, while maintaining a sense of seclusion and privilege, Mount Eliza became a high status 
residential area catering for executives from newly emerging companies, particularly those that were based in the south-
eastern suburbs around Dandenong (Owner of 8 Harleston Road, pers. comm., 2011).  In 1956 the original landholding, 
Davey's Pre-emptive Right at Mount Eliza was subdivided into six building allotments. Over the following years many 
other large properties in Mount Eliza and on Oliver's Hill were subdivided for housing.  One of the most well known 
was Yamala View Estate subdivided between 1957 and 1963 and eventually encroached upon by flats in 1963 (Butler 
2008:196). 

 
Mount Eliza also became the focus of experimental and modern housing design, such as David Chancellor's own 
house in Gulls Way, Mount Eliza; Godfrey and Spowers 1946 house for J.K. Dougall, 'Seaview'; or Robin Boyd's 
'Pelican' (1956). Merchant Builders' first estate opened in 1965 and was among the firms contributing to 
environmental residential design in the area.  In Mount Eliza the grounds of some of the older estates were sold off 
and more of these modern designs were built, many with open plans and taking full advantage of bay views.  These 
'dramatic engineering and architectural designs were visually distinct in the Peninsula's growing, mostly uniform, 
suburbia' (Butler 2011:46). 

 
Thematic context - schools post 1945 
The range of schools in Mount Eliza was a great incentive for families to move to the area. In the second half of the 
twentieth century, schools in the area included the Mount Eliza Primary School (1929), the Peninsula Anglican 
School (1960) and, later, Mount Eliza North Primary School (1979). There was also Toorak Ladies College which 
was established in 1928. Nearby, schools included Padua College, near St Macartan's in Mornington and a 
government high school in Frankston (Moorhead 1971:215). 

 
The Public Works Department in the 1970s began to seriously rethink school design and to employ architects to 
provide innovative solutions. An example of architect-designed schools is Mount Eliza North Primary School at 6 
Mosely Drive, built in 1979. 

 
 

Place History 
Mount Eliza North Primary School No.5140 was constructed in 1978 and officially opened on 23 November 1979 by 
Honourable A.J. Hunt, M.L.C., Minister for Education (R.A.I.A.; plaque on building). The school was designed by 
architects Kevin Borland and Associates and the Public Works Department of Victoria.  It has maintained 
approximately 600 students since 1979 and is set in a native bushland landscape (RAIA; MENPS, accessed June 
2011).  The project won a Royal Australian Institute of Architects Victorian Chapter Citation in 1980 for the 
architects in collaboration with the Public Works Department and Kevin Borland and Associates (Evans, Borland and 
Hamann 2006:29). 
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Kevin Borland, architect 
Kevin Borland (b. 1926. D. 2000) was one of the influential architects in Victoria for nearly four decades from the early 
1950s until his death in 2000.  He studied at Melbourne University although his studies were interrupted by service in 
the Australian Navy during World War II. He saw overseas service and on his return to Australia finished his 
architectural training and began work at the large and prominent firm of Mockridge Stahle and Mitchell. In 1951-52 he 
helped Robyn Boyd and Neil Clerehan to operate the Small Homes Service. One of his first commissions was to 
provide a house for writer and academic Stephen Murray Smith at 52 Old Mornington Road, the house now known as 
Troon.  Borland later extended the house in several stages to 1976 (Evans, Borland & Hamann 2006:29). 

 
One of the most important commissions was the competition winning entry with John and Phyllis Murphy and Peter 
McIntyre for the Olympic Pool (1953-56). Borland's early years in practice were characterized by relatively 
conventional modernist designs, however in 1963 he began a long association with Preshill The Margaret Lyttle 
School in Kew. This association was highly productive as it fostered Borland's interest in participatory design process 
and in the educational philosophy of the educator A.S Neill at Summerhill in the U.K.  Preshill was based on the 
educational theories of Neill and the reflection of educational ideals in architecture was perfectly suited to Borland's 
own interests (Evans, Borland & Hamann, 2006:41). 

 
In 1957 Borland formed a practice with Geoffrey Trewenack which lasted until 1965 when it became Kevin Borland 
and Associates. Borland continued to design a large number of private houses many of them winning architecture 
awards.  His association with the Peninsula continued with the design of the Freadman House in Mount Eliza in 1966, 
however his involvement with large buildings began to dominate with the Harold Holt Pool in 1971, and Clyde 
Cameron College in Albury in 1975-7. Borland's interests in collaborative practice led him to form the Architects 
Group in 1973 (Evans, Borland & Hamann, 2006:63). 

 
His later years of practice were in partnership with Bernard Brown and Philip Cohen, both of whom were involved 
with the design and documentation of the Mount Eliza North Primary School. From 1981-83 Borland was the 
Foundation Professor of Architecture at Deakin University (Evans, Borland & Hamann 2006:79). 

 
Sources 
Butler, Graeme & Associates (2008), Environmental History for the Mornington Peninsula Shire Council 
[draft only]. 
Butler, Graeme & Associates, Context Pty Ltd (editors) (2011),  Mornington Peninsula Shire Environmental History. 
Evans, D, H C Borland & C Hamann (2006), Kevin Borland, Architecture from the Heart, 
Melbourne.  
Moorhead, Leslie (1971), Mornington in the wake of Flinders, historical survey, North Melbourne. 
Mount Eliza North Primary School (MENPS), http://www.menps.vic.edu.au/facilities/facilities.html (accessed March 
2011). 
RAIA Victoria Chapter, "20th century buildings register". 
Rogers, Hunter (1961), The Early History of Mornington Peninsula, Melbourne. 

 
 
 
Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
The Mount Eliza North Primary School, as seen from the street frontage is a low rise building of modest proportions. 
It is only when the full three dimensional form of the building is revealed that the design can be appreciated. The 
plan of the school has been allowed to follow the slope of the site and to provide internal courtyards that add to the 
free-flowing spaces within. The school design at the time was a radical departure from the school designs of the 
1960s when linear rows of classrooms accessed from corridors was the standard approach. 

 
Kevin Borland was equally at home designing free-flowing plan forms for houses in rural and outer suburban 
locations, and in undertaking larger commissions for institutional clients where he was still able to maintain faith with 
his exuberant design philosophy. 

 
Mount Eliza North Primary School uses materials in their raw and largely unpainted state - concrete pillars with their 
spiral cardboard tube formwork exposed, steel I beams, compressed cement sheet cladding and large window walls of 
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glass in metal framing. The layout of the classrooms is intricate and there is a variety of spaces from small to large. 
Rooms are set at angles and the links between them are wide passages with stairs, allowing views into an internal 
courtyard that forms the heart of the design. Roof forms are monopitch with some clerestorey roof lighting. Eaves 
gutters are an interesting feature and have been custom made to provide a rounded profile to the eaves. Handrails are 
of standard galvanized metal components that reinforce the industrial aesthetic of the building. 

 
The design is particularly dynamic in its three dimensional spaces and has been designed to provide maximum 
indoor-outdoor links to the play areas beyond. The school community has responded to the design by creating 
gardens that complement the building. 

 
 

Recommended Management 
 

Conservation guidelines (General) 
 

Please refer to the Cultural Heritage Places Local Policy in the Mornington Peninsula Planning Scheme (Clause 
22.04 or as amended) for the heritage management guidelines for this place. 

 
Conservation guidelines (Specific) 

 
The following conservation action/s would be supported should the opportunity arise: 
Future changes to the building should be done in a manner that reflects the innovative nature of the design in 1974 
and seek to retain features of the open plan, internal courtyards and exposed structure. 

 
 
Comparative Analysis 

 
Mount Eliza North Primary stands with a number of other innovative building projects by Borland, either in his 
own practice or in conjunction with others. These include the former Olympic Pool, Harold Holt Pool and Gordon 
House, South Melbourne (now demolished). Other seminal school buildings by Kevin Borland include Preshill in 
Kew (1963 onwards) and Woodleigh School at Baxter (1975). Borland developed his experimental theories of 
school design in the private sector and Mount Eliza North Primary School is an excellent example of his work in 
public education. 
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Statement of Significance 
 

What is significant? 
 
The Mount Eliza North Primary School main building designed by Kevin Borland and the Public Works Department in 
1979 is of significance. The other buildings on the site are not significant. 

 
How is it significant? 
The Mount Eliza North Primary School is of local historical and architectural significance to the Mornington Peninsula 
Shire 

 
Why is it significant? 
Mount Eliza Primary North School is an excellent example of the innovative and award-winning school designs 
that were undertaken by the Public Works Department in the 1970s, breaking away from the standard educational 
work that had dominated so much educational architecture from the 1950s and 60s. (Criterion A) 

 
The dynamic, geometrically formulated plan generates exciting learning spaces and reflects Kevin Borland's 
design theories and interests in education developed through a long association with Preshill, The Margaret 
Lyttle School in Kew. 

 
Mount Eliza North Primary School is a fine example of Kevin Borland's philosophy of architectural expression, 
honesty of materials combined with exposure of the structure and services. It is a fine example of Borland's 
architectural output which encompassed innovative residential buildings, distinctive buildings for recreation and 
major public commissions. (Criterion E) 

 
 
Recommendations 2012 

 
External Paint Controls 
Internal Alteration 
Controls Tree Controls 
Fences & Outbuildings 
Prohibited Uses May Be Permitted 
Incorporated Plan 
Aboriginal Heritage Place 
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT 
 

Name HOUSE 
Address 25 Naples Street, Mornington Significance Level Local 

 
Place Type Residence 
Citation Date 2012 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Recommended 
Heritage Protection 

 

VHR No  
HI No  
PS Yes 
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History and Historical Context 
 

Locality history 
In 1851 Victoria became an independent colony, and in 1854 a subdivisional plan was drawn up for the Mornington 
Peninsula. A majority of the allotments were 640 acres and the township of Snapper Point (later Mornington) was 
laid out, with the roads yet unnamed. The townships of Osborne and Earimil were concurrently laid out. A.B. 
Balcombe was one of the first settlers in the area in the 1850s and is credited with naming the point after the 
'Snapper', a small boat wrecked off the coast, however, another early settler, Alfred Downward attributed the name 
to the fish found offshore (Moorhead 1978:10; Rogers 1961:22-23). 

 
By 1857 government correspondence carried a new spelling, Schnapper Point, and the town was becoming an 
important centre in the region. By the 1860s Cobb and Co. ran a coach service from Melbourne to Schnapper Point, 
the pier was near completion and communications opened up with the first electric telegraph office opening in 1861. 
In 1860 A.B. Balcombe was made the first chairman of the Mount Eliza District Roads Board and during this decade 
Mornington became the legal centre of the region. The Peninsula region remained isolated and depended upon 
Schnapper Point's limited transport capabilities, until the Point Nepean Road (later the Nepean Highway) was 
constructed from 1863 onwards (Rogers 1961:22-33). 

 
Mornington Peninsula was advertised as a bayside resort in the 1880s, with Schnapper Point noted as the most elite, 
with ‘many beautiful villas and family mansions that dot the hillside being quite a feature of the place’. The late 
nineteenth century was a time of growth for the region, which was further encouraged by the arrival of the railway in 
Mornington in 1889 (Rogers 1961:39-40). 

 
Place history 
The 'Mornington Township Estate' was one of the speculative subdivisions created following the opening of the 
railway to Mornington in 1889. It comprised 71 'business and villa sites' on land owned by by George Stooke to the 
south-east of Brewery Road and Wilson's Road with frontages to those roads and to the new streets named Naples, 
Venice, Neptune and Adelaide. The subdivision plan shows the existing houses of Stooke ('Wolfdene') and Alfred 
Downward Esq. Stooke had purchased the land, comprising over 27 acres, in April 1890. 

 
The subdivision was not particularly successful. By 1896, only 10 lots had been sold and in 1900 the balance of the 
land was sold. Most of the lots that did sell were in Naples Street and one of these was purchased by George Bridges, 
a grocer on Main Street, Mornington, who acquired allotment 14 (The present day 25 Naples Street) in July 1890. 
The rates indicate that in 1901 George Bridges had a house on this lot (RB). Charles Bennett, artist, of 'Glen Point', 
Mornington became the owner in December 1919 (Titles 2239/770; 2280/810). 

 
 

Sources 
Context Pty Ltd (2009), Recognising the Heritage of Ranelagh, Conservation Management Plan for the Ranelagh 
Estate, Mount Eliza. 
Land Victoria, Certificates of Title, as cited above. 
Rate books (RB), Shire of Mornington, VPRS 11016/P1/Unit 13, 1901, entry 82 
Rogers, Hunter (1961), The Early History of Mornington Peninsula, Melbourne 

 
 
Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
This is a typical symmetrical double-fronted late-Victorian weatherboard house with ashlar boards to the facade. It has 
an M-hip roof and a convex profile verandah that has been largely reconstructed with timber posts and decorative 
timber brackets. The centrally located front door has side lights and highlights and is flanked by tripartite windows. 
There is one rendered brick chimney and one other plain brick chimney. The siting of the house, relatively close to the 
street, is typical of the era. 

 
The house is in good condition and has been sympathetically restored. While there have been some minor modifications 
it retains a relatively high degree of external integrity when viewed from the street. There are non-original additions at 
the rear and altered windows at the side. The front fence is sympathetic. 
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Recommended Management 
 

Conservation guidelines (General) 
 

Please refer to the Cultural Heritage Places Local Policy in the Mornington Peninsula Planning Scheme (Clause 
22.04 or as amended) for the heritage management guidelines for this place. 

 
Conservation guidelines (Specific) 

 
None specified 

 
 
Comparative Analysis 

 
Nineteenth century houses in Mornington tend to fall into three broad categories: 

 
• Large mansion residences and 'marine villas' usually located on the higher ground or facing toward the sea. 
• Large middle class villas, usually built of brick. 
• Modest timber houses and cottages. 

 
Each category represents a particular theme or sub-theme in the historic development of the area. The first two 
categories are well represented in the Heritage Overlay, examples include: 

 
• 19 Albert Street - double fronted asymmetrical bi-chromatic brick residence (HO328) 
• 107 Barkly Street 'Glenbank' - two storey Italianate mansion with double height cast iron verandah. 
• 740 Esplanade 'Bella Vista' - Intact Italianate style rendered house (HO68) 
• 750-1 Esplanade 'Clyde Villa' - single storey Italianate bi-chromatic brick villa (HO69) 
• 797 Esplanade - 'Mulberry', aka 'Glencoe House' - Weatherboard villa built in two stages, c.1898 and c.1907. 

Second stage designed by Bates, Peebles and Smart 
• 11 Frontage Way - 'Frontage' (Former 'Southdean'), single storey rendered Victorian mansion with tower (HO87) 
• 42 Kalimna Drive - 'Beleura' - Victorian Free Classical style mansion (HO104, VHR H319) 
• 1 Ross Street - Victorian gothic style villa (Former Vicarage) Part of HO329 precinct 
• 14 Tanti Avenue - 'Sutton Grange' two storey Italianate brick mansion with tower (HO237) 
• 77 Tanti Avenue - 'Morven Manor' - Queen Anne revival house (HO238) 
• 38 Wilson's Road - 'Wolfdene', single storey house, formerly the Mornington Hotel (HO250) 

 
The last category is, at present, represented by a smaller number of places. They are:- 

 
• 26 Strachans Road - 'Warrawee', c.1854 brick house with high hipped brick roof 
• 8 Albert Street - small weatherboard double-fronted cottage c.1889 (HO218) 
• 1 Queen Street - small double-fronted cottage c.1880s. Very altered - part of HO329 precinct. 

 
This is one of a number of double-fronted Victorian weatherboard houses assessed by the 2011 study, which are 
similar in terms of their age, style and level of external integrity*. The others are: 

 
• House, 4 Alfred Street 
• Flood house, 86 Barkly Street 
• House, 35 Hampden Street. 

 
Collectively, these houses help to illustrate another aspect of Mornington's history during the late-nineteenth century 
- that is, the development of the township as a result of speculative subdivision after the opening of the railway. 
Consultation with the local historical society has revealed that several examples of this type of house have been lost 
as a result of redevelopment and this type of dwelling is now becoming increasingly rare within Mornington. 

 
*Note 1: The 2011 Study also concluded that several places do not meet the threshold for local significance as they 
are less intact. For example, the houses at 28-32 Albert Street, 17 Barkly Street, 7 Beach Street and 14 Canterbury 
Street. 
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*Note 2: 4 Alfred Street and 86 Barkly Street have been removed from the Review due to Council decisions. 
 
Statement of Significance 

 
What is significant? 
The house, constructed c.1900, at 25 Naples Street, Mornington is significant. It is a typical symmetrical double-
fronted late-Victorian weatherboard house (with ashlar boards to the facade) with an M-hip roof and a convex 
profile verandah with timber posts and decorative timber brackets. The centrally located front door has side lights 
and highlights and is flanked by tripartite windows. There is one rendered brick chimney and one other plain brick 
chimney. 

 
Non-original alterations and additions, and the front and side fences are not significant. 

 
How is it significant? 
The house at 25 Naples Street, Mornington is of local historic significance to Mornington Peninsula Shire. 

 
Why is it significant? 
It is historically significant as a representative example of a house associated with speculative residential 
development in Mornington in the late nineteenth century. The location of this house, some distance from the town 
centre, illustrates the extent of subdivision encouraged by the arrival of the railway in 1889. While once more 
common this type of house is now relatively rare in Mornington and this is the only known example associated with 
the Mornington Township Estate subdivision. (Criteria A, B & D). 

 
Recommendations 2012 

 
External Paint Controls 
Internal Alteration 
Controls Tree Controls 
Fences & Outbuildings 
Prohibited Uses May Be Permitted 
Incorporated Plan 
Aboriginal Heritage Place 
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT 
 

 
Name 
Address 

 
Inverell Cottage (House and hedge) 
1501 Nepean Highway Mount Eliza (part) 

 
 

Significance Level 

 
 
Local 

Place Type 
Citation Date 

Cottage 
2012 

  

 

 
 
 

 
 

Recommended 
Heritage Protection 

VHR No HI No PS Yes 
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History and Historical Context 

 
Locality History 
Mount Eliza was named after the wife of Captain Hobson of HMS Rattlesnake, which brought Captain Lonsdale to Port 
Phillip (Rogers, 1961:21). 

 
The Shire of Mornington was surveyed in 1854 and in September of the same year the first auction sale of Crown 
lands was held in Mount Eliza (Mount Eliza Progress Association 1926:10). From its earliest days as a settlement, 
the Peninsula and Mount Eliza were advertised as a bayside resort and sanatorium. Even so, the area remained 
sparsely populated throughout the nineteenth century, as Moorhead (1971) describes: 

 
Apart from the families who occupied the great houses, spaced almost regularly along the coastline, and the 
domestic and outdoor staff which they employed, the population of Mount Eliza consisted of only a few small 
farmers, fishermen and seasonal workers, even too poor to maintain a rural school. 

 
The scenic coastal vistas enticed others from Melbourne's elite to establish holiday houses or take up permanent 
residence on the Mornington Peninsula. The Newsletter of Australasia in June 1858 patriotically described its 
attractions, with the 'charming and varied shores and scenes of marine beauty which challenge the far-famed Bay of 
Naples'. A major advantage to the area as a holiday resort in the nineteenth century was the ease of access to the city of 
Melbourne, with bay steamers, omnibuses, daily coaches, the railway (arriving in Frankston in 1882 and Mornington in 
1889), and later the improved roads (Moorhead 1971:119; Context 2009:9-10; Argus 24/12/1887:13, 24/12/1887:13). 

 
There was a choice of watering-places that provided accommodation for visitors to the region, while the cliffs 
between Frankston and Schnapper Point became favoured spots for Melbourne gentlemen to establish their summer 
houses in the nineteenth century, and this trend was carried into the twentieth and twenty-first centuries (Moorhead 
1971:117; Context 2009:9-10). 

 
Place history 
Built: c.1870-4, c.1876-81 
John T. Smith was reputedly the first owner of this initially two-room brick cottage when it was built, between 1871 and 
1878 (NTA file 3821). 

 
Smith arrived in Australia in 1861, aged ten, eventually moving with his family to a hut built by his father in Mount. 
Eliza where he had commenced a fruit and vegetable garden in the 1860s. About six years after commencing the 
first two rooms of Inverell House, Smith married Harriet Morris of Tasmania in 1875, leading to two extra rooms on 
the house to accommodate their first child, Ethel. John died in 1922 and Harriett a year earlier (Death certificate, 
rates records). 

 
Ethel and her husband Albert McIlroy lived here until its sale to a Mrs. Howell in c.1939. After its acquisition by 
Michael and Louise Linton in c.1985, it was reputedly restored to close to its original condition. The roof and 
verandah were replaced (the original posts were matched), and the internal pine lining was sand-blasted. The 
Hawthorn hedge was retained and trimmed and the front garden created as an empathetic period garden (typescript 
supplied by owners). 

 
Sources 
Context Pty Ltd (2009), Recognising the Heritage of Ranelagh, Conservation Management Plan for the Ranelagh 
Estate, Mount Eliza. 
'Inverell' typescript supplied by owners. 
Mount Eliza Progress Association (1926), The early history of Mount Eliza on the Mornington 
Peninsula, http://www.slv.vic.gov.au/vicpamphlets/inter/966251.shtml, accessed Dec 2011. 
National Trust of Australia (NTA), file 3821, nomination from cites ratebooks and Mrs Ward-Anderson, 
granddaughter of J.T. Smith. 
Moorhead, Leslie (1971), Mornington in the wake of Flinders, historical survey, North Melbourne. 
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Rogers, Hunter (1961), The Early History of Mornington Peninsula, Melbourne. 
The Argus. 
Rates records, Mount Eliza and District Roads Board. Death certificate for J.T.Smith, Victoria 1896/5977 

 
 
Description 
 
Physical Description 

 
Inverell Cottage currently serves as a café within Linton's Nursery. It is situated close to and faces Canadian Bay 
Road, but is hidden from it by a high Hawthorn hedge. 

 
The tiny cottage consists of two transverse gable sections, clad in corrugated metal, with front and rear timber 
verandahs. The rear gabled section is reputed to be the first, constructed c.1870. It is slightly narrower than the front 
section and is constructed of very distinctive multi-toned bricks. The colour of a single brick range from totally black, 
to black and brown bands, to brown and pink bands, the irregularity the result of uneven temperatures in a primitive 
kiln. Swirls of cream-coloured marl are also visible in these bricks. This section of the building has two chimneys to 
the gable ends. On the south side is a standard corbelled brick chimney, and on the north side one with a dog-tooth 
band. The rear verandah was enclosed during the inter-war period with bullnose weatherboards, and new windows 
and doors have recently been installed. 

 
The front gabled section is built of more regular red bricks with black iron spotting. It also has a dog-tooth chimney on 
the north gable, and a very simple, later chimney on the south side with a slight corbel to the top. The facade has a 
central doorway, with a reproduction 4-panel door, flanked by two sash windows with bluestone sills. The front 
verandah, said to have been reconstructed in keeping with its original appearance, has stop-chamfered timber posts and 
a shallow concave roof. It has been extended at the front. 
 
There is understood to be an underground cistern adjacent to the cottage. 

 
 

Recommended Management 
 

Conservation guidelines (General) 
 

Please refer to the Cultural Heritage Places Local Policy in the Mornington Peninsula Planning Scheme (Clause 
22.04 or as amended) for the heritage management guidelines for this place. 

 
Conservation guidelines (Specific) 

 
The following conservation action/s would be supported should the opportunity arise: 
Reinstate the front and rear verandahs to their original form and extent. 

 
 
Comparative Analysis 

 
Nineteenth century houses in Mount Eliza tend to fall into three broad categories:- 

 
• Large mansion residences and 'marine villas' usually located on the higher ground or facing toward the sea. 
• Large middle class villas, usually built of brick. 
• Modest timber houses and cottages, many of them early in date. 

 
Each category represents a particular theme or sub-theme in the historic development of the area. 
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Examples of the first category are represented in the Heritage Overlay by: 
 

• Moondah, a two-storey Italian Renaissance mansion (HO110) with a Gothic Revival gatehouse (HO111) 
• Rubra, a two-storey Italianate mansion of the 1880s, with a two-storey classical portico of the 1930s (HO130). 

 
The second group is poorly represented on the Heritage Overlay, solely by: 

 
• Nyora (Ranelagh House), a large Victorian brick house of c.1888, with 1920s external alterations 

(including the verandah). 
 

The third group is better represented on the Heritage Overlay by: 
 

• Earimil, a modest, four-room brick cottage with a high hipped roof of c.1854-61 (HO53) 
• Hartley Cottage, a timber farmhouse of c.1866 with a steeply pitched roof (HO253) 
• Ramslade, a c.1879 gabled cottage with a later hipped Italianate wing (HO150). 

 
Inverell Cottage can best be compared with the group of early cottages, and in particular with Ramslade. Both 
have a simple gabled form and are similar in date. 

 
 
Statement of Significance 

 
What is significant? 
Inverell Cottage at 1510 Nepean Highway, Mount Eliza, to the extent of its nineteenth-century fabric, as well as 
the Hawthorn hedge facing Canadian Bay Road. The house was built of local bricks in two stages, creating a twin-
gabled form with dog-tooth chimneys. 

 
The front verandah been rebuilt as a copy of the original, so its form though not fabric is contributory to the building. 
The enclosure of the rear verandah is not contributory. 

 
How is it significant? 
Inverell Cottage is of local architectural, aesthetic and historical significance to Mornington Peninsula Shire. 

 
Why is it significant? 
Architecturally, the house is representative of an early period in the town’s built history, being among the oldest 
group of houses in the area. (Criteria D, B) 

 
Aesthetically, the Hawthorn hedge provides an appropriate context to this former orchard house, providing a 
physical manifestation of the area's rural past (Criteria E, A). 

 
Historically, although in part dislocated from a direct historical context by the proximity of the nursery, the 
house illustrates inside and out the form of early permanent accommodation. (Criterion A) 

 
Recommendations 2012 

 
External Paint Controls 
Internal Alteration 
Controls Tree Controls 
Fences & Outbuildings 
Prohibited Uses May Be Permitted 
Incorporated Plan 
Aboriginal Heritage Place 
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT 
 

 
Name 
Address 

 
Farm building (former) 
4 Ocean Grove Mount Eliza 

 
 

Significance Level 

 
 
Local 

Place Type 
Citation Date 

Farm 
2012 

  

 

 
 
 

 
 

Recommended 
Heritage Protection 

VHR No HI No PS Yes 
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History and Historical Context 
 

Locality history 
Mount Eliza was named after the wife of Captain Hobson of HMS Rattlesnake, which brought Captain Lonsdale to Port 
Phillip (Rogers, 1961:21). 
 
The Shire of Mornington was surveyed in 1854 and in September of the same year the first auction sale of Crown 
lands was held in Mount Eliza (Mount Eliza Progress Association 1926:10). From its earliest days as a settlement, 
the Peninsula and Mount Eliza were advertised as a bayside resort and sanatorium. Even so, the area remained 
sparsely populated throughout the nineteenth century, as Moorhead (1971) describes: 
 
Apart from the families who occupied the great houses, spaced almost regularly along the coastline, and the 
domestic and outdoor staff which they employed, the population of Mount Eliza consisted of only a few small 
farmers, fishermen and seasonal workers, even too poor to maintain a rural school. 
 

The scenic coastal vistas enticed others from Melbourne's elite to establish holiday houses or take up permanent 
residence on the Mornington Peninsula. The Newsletter of Australasia in June 1858 patriotically described its 
attractions, with the 'charming and varied shores and scenes of marine beauty which challenge the far-famed Bay of 
Naples'. A major advantage to the area as a holiday resort in the nineteenth century was the ease of access to the city of 
Melbourne, with bay steamers, omnibuses, daily coaches, the railway (arriving in Frankston in 1882 and Mornington in 
1889), and later the improved roads (Moorhead 1971:119; Context 2009:9-10; Argus 24/12/1887:13, 24/12/1887:13). 
 
There was a choice of watering-places that provided accommodation for visitors to the region, while the cliffs 
between Frankston and Schnapper Point became favored spots for Melbourne gentlemen to establish their summer 
houses in the nineteenth century, and this trend was carried into the twentieth and twenty-first centuries (Moorhead 
1971:117; Context 2009:9-10). 
 
Place history 

 
In 1854, James Davey (b.1811, d.1892), a Cornish-born pastoralist, was granted a pre-emptive right to 640 acres at 
Mount Eliza. This was part of Cannanuke run, Frankston, which he had leased between 1840-53, where he also ran an 
inn of the same name. Davey also leased Ballanrong, west of Hastings between 1845 and 1851. Davey built the existing 
'Marathon Cottage' and an outbuilding of the Davey house (since demolished), which was subdivided off and sold to 
Francis Stephen (Rogers, 1961:87). Marathon Cottage remains at 15 Marathon Drive (Butler et al., 1991:unpaginated). 
Stephen also built Marathon House at 12 Marathon Drive (Rogers, 1961:87). 

 
It is difficult to determine the built date of the house and the owner for whom it was built, as the sources offer 
conflicting information. Stylistic details of the house suggest it dates to the 1870s or 1880s. The style of the house at 
4 Ocean Grove strongly resembles that of the Marathon outbuildings, at 12 Marathon Drive. However, the earliest 
sections of Marathon farmhouse appear to have been built on site - and not relocated - as evidenced by the early 
chimney stack, with its extension. 12 Marathon Drive has since been redeveloped and it is unlikely that the 
outbuilding still exists. 

 
Butler (1991:unpaginated) indicates that Davey subdivided and sold the portion of land surrounding Harleston 
Avenue, including Ocean Grove and Marathon farmhouse, to John Madden in 1877. The titles do not indicate that 
John Madden owned the property at any date, however he is known to have married one of Stephens' daughters (a 
later owner) (Rogers, 1961:87). 

 
The Old Law Notes (24283) for the property confirm that James Davey sold section A of his land, gained by Pre-
Emptive Right, to Roderick Travers in July 1882. The land at this date was bound by Point Nepean Road, Stephens 
Road and Kackeraboite Creek. However, Travers is not rated for this property in the rate books. 

 
The rate books for the 1870s and 1880s do not mention Roderick Travers. James Davey is rated for a 10+ roomed house 
with outbuildings and over 700 acres from 1872, with a reduction in land in 1880, with no mention of the house after 
1882. This may confirm that Davey sold the portion of his land, with Marathon House, to Travers in 1882. In 1884 Mrs 
James Davey, Dowager, is rated for the property (RB). 
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Butler (1991:unpaginated) states elsewhere, that Marathon farmhouse at 4 Ocean Grove, Mount Eliza was built 
c.1882 and suggests that the timber house may have been built for Roderick Travers. 

 
In February 1885 Travers sold to Francis John Sidney Stephen. In June 1888, Stephen sold 4 Ocean Grove to John 
Bellin, a Melbourne Auctioneer, who transferred ownership to Anne Miles the same day (Old Law Note 24283). 

 
The third owner who may have built the farmhouse is Dr James Madden. Madden is listed in the rate books from 
1878, as the owner of 42 acres of Davey's Pre-emptive Right, which included a two roomed house with outbuildings 
on 10 acres. 
 
In 1878 the rate books confirm that Madden's ten acres is Allotment 2, Section 5 (suggesting it was part of Davey's 
Pre- emptive Right, as part of this under Davey's ownership is listed as Allotment 1, Section 5). Madden is listed as 
the owner of this lot of 42 acres until 1886, however, post 1882 the house is not noted. In 1889 Madden is listed as 
the owner of 42 acres of Davey's Pre-emptive Right, which now includes 'Ellendale'. However, it has not been 
confirmed if 'Ellendale' is referring to Marathon farmhouse. 

 
The fourth possible owner who may have built Marathon farmhouse is Francis John Sidney Stephen, listed in the 
titles as the owner between 1885 and 1888. The titles note that Stephen took out a mortgage on the property, which 
may have been for the construction of a house (Title 5327/342). Butler (1991; unpaginated) notes that Stephens was 
the owner of a number of holdings on Davey's Pre-emptive Right. In the rate books he is rated for 19 acres as early as 
1879, and built a house on this land by 1882 (RB). However, the titles indicate that Stephen bought 4 Ocean Grove in 
1885. 

 
In February 1924, Herbert Bean became the owner of Marathon House, before subdividing and selling a total of 
seven lots, including 4 Ocean Grove, to Gentleman, Harold Grimwade of Marathon, Frankston, in October 1927 
(Titles 4850/960; 2272/232). During this period, the land was known as Grimwade's Almond Farm. Grimwade 
proceeded to re- sell his lots, but keep 4 Ocean Grove and Marathon farmhouse, which is suggested to have been 
the farm house for Major Harold W. Grimwade's Almond Farm (Butler, 2011:32). 

 
Prior to Marathon farmhouse, the Grimwades purchased the properties Angels Rest on Davey's Bay Road and 
Marathon, in c.1909 and c.1911, respectively (Butler et al., 1991:unpaginated). The Grimwades built a house at 
Angels Rest and Summer residence on Marathon (1914), currently at 12 Marathon Drive. Marathon House remained 
in the Grimwade family until 1992 (Butler, 2011:32). 

 
Post-1931, the occupants recorded at 4 Ocean Grove were Rupert Fraser. Followed by William Alp (Butler et al., 
1991:unpaginated). 

 
Marathon farmhouse was sold to Ian and Bridgett Bennet in April 1967, by Grimwade's inheritors. In February 1970, 
Shirley Reeves became the owner, who subdivided and sold the northern portion (the current boundaries of number 
4) to the Edelstone-Popes in August 1973. Subsequent owners include the Herricks from 1983 and the Hills from 
1987 (Titles 5327/342; 8668/992; 9017/571). 

 
 
 
 

Harold Grimwade 
 

The Grimwade family was prominent in Melbourne social, commercial and intellectual circles (Butler, 2011:32). 
Harold William Grimwade (b. 1869 Melbourne) was educated in Melbourne and England before joining the family 
firm Felton Grimwade and Company, a well known wholesale chemist firm. Grimwade became a junior partner, but 
left for the 
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Victorian Armed Forces in 1891 where he was elevated to CB (Companion of the Order Of The Bath) by 1918. 
Grimwade married and was often visited by famous people, due to this wealth and military background. Grimwade 
died in 1949 (Butler et al., 1991: unpaginated). 

 
 

Sources 
Butler, Graeme & Associates, Dr Chris McConville & Francine Gilfedder (1991), City of Frankston Heritage 
Study. 
Butler, Graeme & Associates, Context Pty Ltd (editors) (2011), Mornington Peninsula Shire Environmental History. 
Certificates of Title, as cited above. 
Context Pty Ltd (2009), Recognising the Heritage of Ranelagh, Conservation Management Plan for the Ranelagh 
Estate, Mount Eliza. 
Moorhead, Leslie (1971), Mornington in the wake of Flinders, historical survey, North Melbourne. 
Mount Eliza Progress Association (1926), The early history of Mount Eliza on the Mornington 
Peninsula, http://www.slv.vic.gov.au/vicpamphlets/inter/966251.shtml, accessed Dec 2011. 
Old Law Note, as cited above, held at the Titles office. 
Rate Books for the Shire of Mornington, VPRS 11016/P/Units 4-8. 
Rogers, Hunter (1961), The Early History of Mornington Peninsula, Melbourne. 
The Argus. 
The Mornington Standard. 

 
 
Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
1991: Designed simply after the Gothic revival manner, with weatherboarded walls and corrugated iron roofing, the 
steeply gabled attic form and scalloped gable barge boards of the house are typical of the style (see also Ballam Park 
house) and the rural house designs of the 1870-80s. Similarly, the brick chimney appears old and shows two 
possible stages of development, one and two-storey, with the placement of the two string courses. The verandah also 
looks early but its siting along one side of the two skiIlion additions (?) is unusual, being more typically tenninated 
at the end of the two storey section. 
 
2011: The house situated on the corner of Ocean Grove and Cassiobury Avenue is a long, narrow gable roofed 
structure of two storeys with a separate cottage. The two storey building has gable ends with decorative barge boards 
and small square proportioned windows. A verandah runs the full extent of the Cassiobury Avenue frontage which 
also has a projecting porch. The two storey house has a chimney of early red bricks built in a simple vernacular style. 

 
The two storey part of the house is encircled by contemporary extensions however the skillion roofed extension 
along the rear is part of the original building (or of early date).  

 
The two storey timber framed and weatherboard clad house is an unusual early structure but its origins are still unclear 
after considerable research. The loft seems originally to have not been a habitable space; the owners have heard that the 
previous owners found straw still in the attic area. It is therefore possible that the building was originally a stables or 
barn, converted to a residence at an early date. 
 

The house has been thoroughly renovated with new cladding and window joinery. A verandah has been added to 
the front. The two storey form of the building is highly unusual in the locality that is categorized by mid-twentieth 
century housing. 

 
Although the detached cottage has the appearance of a nineteenth century gable roofed double fronted house, it is of 
modern construction. A large garage built to one side of the main house is also modern.
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Further historical research may establish details of the unusual building design and why there was at least one 
other similar building existing in Marathon Drive. 
 
The garden contains some interesting garden specimens including a large Acacia and an 80 year old (Owners 
information) Avocado. The setting contributes to the house. 
 
 
Recommended Management 
 
Conservation guidelines (General) 
 
Please refer to the Cultural Heritage Places Local Policy in the Mornington Peninsula Planning Scheme (Clause 22.04 
or as amended) for the heritage management guidelines for this place. 
 
Conservation guidelines (Specific) 
 
None specified 
 
 
Physical Description 
 
1991: External Integrity: Skillion-fonn rooms appear to have been added to the ends of the two-storey section and the 
verandah extended across them. The gabled porch (?) also appears to be an addition, albeit in harmony with the 
original. 
 
 
Physical Description 
 
Context: placed on a corner, the house is prominent in the area and recognizable among housing of the 1950s and later 
as a precursor of the subdivision. 
 
 
Comparative Analysis 
 
It is not known if Marathon Cottage at 15 Marathon Drive Mount Eliza still exists but this appears unlikely. Otherwise 
there are no comparative examples of this type of building. 
 
Statement of Significance 
 
What is significant? 
 
The former farm building at 4 Ocean Grove, Mount Eliza built c.1882 is significant, in particular the two storey 
section with an additional skillion roof located at the northern end of the building. Later alterations including the 
projecting porch, verandah, fence and carport are not significant. The cottage facing Ocean Grove is not significant. 
 
How is it significant? 
 
4 Ocean Grove is of historical, and architectural significance to Mornington Peninsula Shire. 
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Why is it significant?The two storey part of the house with skillion roofed extension to the north has a highly 
unusual early building form for the Mount Eliza locality. It is one of very few identified places with historical 
connections to farming in the area. Whilst the two storey building appears to have strong historical connections with 
James Davey's pre-emptive right, prior to subdivision of the property, it has not been possible to establish the exact 
origins of this building due to conflicting rates and title information. 

 
Several owners including Roderick Travers, John Madden and Francis Stephen could have been responsible for 
building this house. From 1924 the building has connections with the Grimwade's Almond Farm and the Grimwade 
family, whose waterfront summer residence of Marathon is one of the finest estates on the Mornington Peninsula. 
(Criteria A, H) 

 
4 Ocean Grove is likely to be the only remaining house of its type as the property at 15 and 15A Marathon Drive has 
been redeveloped since 1991. (Criterion C) 

 
4 Ocean Grove is a highly unusual narrow span two storey form with decorative barge boards and small square 
window openings, Despite the replacement of much of the building fabric, the house is a rare example of its type 
and a rare survivor in the locality. (Criterion E) 

 
 
Recommendations 2012 

 
External Paint Controls 
Internal Alteration 
Controls Tree Controls 
Fences & Outbuildings 
Prohibited Uses May Be Permitted 
Incorporated Plan 
Aboriginal Heritage Place 
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT 
 

 
Name 
Address 

 
Kackeraboite Creek bridge 
Under Old Mornington Road Mount Eliza 

 
 

Significance Level Local 

Place Type 
Citation Date 

Other - Utilities - Water 
2012 
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Recommended 
Heritage Protection  VHR No HI No PS Yes 

 

 
History and Historical Context 

 
Locality history 

 
Mount Eliza was named after the wife of Captain Hobson of HMS Rattlesnake, which brought Captain Lonsdale to Port 
Phillip (Rogers, 1961:21). 

 
The Shire of Mornington was surveyed in 1854 and in September of the same year the first auction sale of Crown lands 
was held in Mount Eliza (Mount Eliza Progress Association 1926:10). From its earliest days as a settlement, the 
Peninsula and Mount Eliza were advertised as a bayside resort and sanatorium. Even so, the area remained sparsely 
populated throughout the nineteenth century, as Moorhead (1971) describes:- 

 
Apart from the families who occupied the great houses, spaced almost regularly along the coastline, and the 
domestic and outdoor staff which they employed, the population of Mount Eliza consisted of only a few small 
farmers, fishermen and seasonal workers, even too poor to maintain a rural school. 

 
The scenic coastal vistas enticed others from Melbourne's elite to establish holiday houses or take up permanent 
residence on the Mornington Peninsula. The Newsletter of Australasia in June 1858 patriotically described its 
attractions, with the 'charming and varied shores and scenes of marine beauty which challenge the far-famed Bay of 
Naples'. A major advantage to the area as a holiday resort in the nineteenth century was the ease of access to the city of 
Melbourne, with bay steamers, omnibuses, daily coaches, the railway (arriving in Frankston in 1882 and Mornington in 
1889), and later the improved roads (Moorhead 1971:119; Context 2009:9-10; Argus 24/12/1887:13, 24/12/1887:13). 

 
There was a choice of watering-places that provided accommodation for visitors to the region, while the cliffs 
between Frankston and Schnapper Point became favoured spots for Melbourne gentlemen to establish their summer 
houses in the nineteenth century, and this trend was carried into the twentieth and twenty-first centuries (Moorhead 
1971:117; Context 2009:9-10). 

 
Place history 

 
Kackeraboite Creek runs under Old Mornington Road, this section of which was known as Devil's Elbow, as there 
was a dangerous turn where the road met the creek, until the road was diverted in the 1920s ( Age, 25 Jan 1927:4). 

 
According to a 1926 ‘History of Mount. Eliza’,  
 
"..only a rude bridge crossed the creek (Kackeraboite) to Marathon and Marysville. The road, however had always 
been surveyed as running past the Marathon gate, and as the other land became sold and fenced off, the Government 
found it necessary to make a proper crossing. In 1860, therefore, a contract was let to Messrs. Hutchinson and 
Proudfoot of Melbourne, and that very fine example of stone work was constructed. The granite was quarried from the 
Tower paddock by a man named Ned Sullivan, a well-known identity, and was carted to the slope above the creek, 
where the blocks were dressed ready for laying."(‘History of Mount. Eliza’, Mount Eliza Progress Association, 1926, p 
30) 

 
This ‘crossing’ consisted of a granite culvert or bridge, built to allow the Kackeraboite Creek to run under the Old 
Mornington Road. It is referred to consistently as a granite 'bridge' in histories and the date of construction varies. A 
Land Conservation Council report (1994:335) puts the built date at 1865, while the Mornington Shire Environmental 
History (2001:86) states that it was 1861. In either case, it was constructed shortly after the Mount Eliza District 
Roads Board, the predecessor to Mornington Shire, formed in 1860. 
 
The varying description of the structure as a culvert or a bridge may be explained by the fact that until the 1960s the 
road was still a steep drop down to the crossing. To correct this, the roadway was subsequently raised so the structure 
is now far beneath the road level. This means that the bridge has now been relegated to be used as a culvert. 
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The History also notes that it was constructed of the local Mount Eliza granite, which may have also served to construct 
James Bradbury's Mount Eliza Store and the footings of St James the Less Church (Butler & Context, 2011:86). 

 
Sources 
Butler, G & Assoc, Context PL ed, Mornington Peninsula Shire Environmental History, May 2011. 
Context Pty Ltd (2009), 'Recognising the Heritage of Ranelagh, Conservation Management Plan for the Ranelagh 
Estate, Mount Eliza'. 
LLC: Land Conservation Council, 'Melbourne Area District 2 Review, Final Recommendations', July 1994. 
(Accessed on http://www.veac.vic.gov.au/investigation/melbourne-area-district-2-review-lcc-/reports). 
Moorhead, Leslie (1971), Mornington in the wake of Flinders, historical survey, North Melbourne. 
Mount Eliza Progress Association (1926), The early history of Mount Eliza on the Mornington 
Peninsula, http://www.slv.vic.gov.au/vicpamphlets/inter/966251.shtml, accessed Dec 2011. 
Rogers, Hunter (1961), The Early History of Mornington Peninsula, Melbourne. 
The Age.  
The Argus. 
 
Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
The Kackerboite Creek Bridge is located beneath Old Mornington Road, Mount Eliza, just west of Nepean 
Highway, and runs roughly north-south. The southern end is located next to a small concrete bridge providing 
access to a reserve. It is located many metres below the current level of Old Mornington Road. The north end could 
not be accessed, as it is in a steep and overgrown area. 
 
The bridge has a semi-circular arch, constructed of rock-faced granite blocks and voussoirs, with wing walls that 
extend beneath the modern concrete bridge. The voussoirs have a drafted margin at the bottom edge. The walls and 
floor of the bridge are lined with pitchers, which appear to be granite as well (though the pitchers on the floor are 
too soiled to identify). 
 
The creek flows through the arch opening, which becomes a circular stone-lined culvert of identical construction to 
the bridge itself. This culvert extends under the roadway, exiting at the northern side of the road embankment. The 
last few metres of the culvert at the northern end are of more recent concrete construction.  

 
The external face of the bridge has been re-pointed and appears to be in very good condition. 

 
Recommended Management 

 
Conservation guidelines (General) 

 
Please refer to the Cultural Heritage Places Local Policy in the Mornington Peninsula Planning Scheme (Clause 
22.04 or as amended) for the heritage management guidelines for this place. 
 
*Note: the boundary between the Mornington Peninsula Shire and the City of Frankston runs through the centre of 
Kackeraboite Creek. Therefore it is likely that the north-western part of the stone culvert that runs under this bridge 
is located within the City of Frankston.  

 
Conservation guidelines (Specific) 

 
The last few metres of the culvert at the northern end are of more recent concrete construction. This part of the bridge is 
not significant. 

 
Comparative Analysis 

 
No comparative examples of early culverts or bridges are found on the Mornington Peninsula Shire Heritage Overlay, 
nor were any others identified as part of the 2011 Context heritage study. This one is particularly rare as it was 
constructed shortly after the creation of the Mount Eliza District Roads Board. 

 

http://www.veac.vic.gov.au/investigation/melbourne-area-district-2-review-lcc-/reports)
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Yes 
No 
No 
No 
No 
- 
- 

 

 
Statement of Significance 

 
What is significant? 
The Kackerboite Creek bridge, which runs north-south beneath Old Mornington Road just west of the Nepean 
Highway, Mount Eliza, to the extent of its nineteenth century fabric. The semi-circular arched bridge, of rock-faced 
granite voussoirs and blocks, was constructed in the early 1860s, shortly after the Mount Eliza District Roads Board 
was established. The granite is said to be local in origin. 

 
How is it significant? 
The Kackerboite Creekbridge is of local historic and aesthetic significance to the Shire of Mornington Peninsula. 

 
Why is it significant? 
It is of historical significance as one of the earliest works carried out by the Mount Eliza District Roads Board (the 
predecessor of Mornington Shire), which was formed in 1860, and is tangible evidence of the Board's initial 
priorities. Also, as a very rare example of surviving road infrastructure from the nineteenth century Shire-wide. 
(Criteria A & B) 

 
It is of aesthetic significance for the excellent quality of the Mount Eliza granite and the craftsmanship 
evident in its construction. (Criteria E & F) 

 
 
 
Recommendations 2012 
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Controls Tree Controls 
Fences & Outbuildings 
Prohibited Uses May Be Permitted 
Incorporated Plan 
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT 
 

 
Name 
Address 

 
HARDANGER LODGE, trees 
12 Osborne Drive, Mount Martha (part) 

 
 

Significance Level Local 

Place Type 
Citation Date 

Residence 
2012 
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Recommended 
Heritage Protection 

VHR No HI No PS Yes   
 
 
Architectural Style Interwar Period (c.1919-c.1940) 

 
 
 
History and Historical Context 

 
Locality history 
When Mornington Shire was first surveyed in 1854, many leaseholders of the pastoral runs in Mount Martha 
exercised their pre-emptive right to purchase 640 acres of their leaseholds from the Crown. Major leaseholders 
included A.B. Balcombe, Ralph Ruddell and John Aitken. Due to these large leaseholds and the fact that the 
township of Osborne, laid out in 1854, never eventuated, Mount Martha remained undeveloped in comparison to 
Schnapper Point (Moorhead 1971:152). 

 
Mount Martha, was however, advertised as a bayside resort and sanatorium from its earliest days as a settlement. 
The scenic coastal vistas and a rumour that the Governor's summer residence might be established at Mount Martha 
enticed others from Melbourne's elite to establish holiday houses or take up permanent residence on the Mornington 
Peninsula. The 'Newsletter of Australasia' in June 1858 patriotically described its attractions as the 'charming and 
varied shores and scenes of marine beauty which challenge the far-famed Bay of Naples'. By the late nineteenth 
century a number of large 'marine villas' had been built along the coastal road leading south from Schnapper Point, 
while Robert Watson established his 'Mount Martha Domain', which he intended to become a resort ’offering 
panoramic views across Port Phillip’. By the late nineteenth century, at the height of the land boom, the Mount 
Martha Estate offered 700 lots for sale surrounding Watson's property.  The advanced subdivision design, by Saxil 
Tuxen featured a topographically determined road network, and a competition for a model house resulted in the 
construction of at least one house, known as 'The Chalet', completed by 1891. However, the high expectations were 
short-lived as sales and further development were halted by the 1890s Depression (Calder, 2008:53-79; Moorhead 
1971:119; Context 2009:9-10; Argus 24/12/1887:13, 
24/12/1887:13). 

 
Poor access delayed further development at Mount Martha until the early twentieth century. As roads were slowly 
improved after World War I wealthy people who could afford a motor car began to build more substantial holiday 
houses as subdivision and re-sale of the old nineteenth century estates began. The connection of reticulated water 
supply to Mount Martha by 1928 and construction in 1929 by the Shire of the coast road between Strahan's and 
Cemetery roads encouraged further subdivision and development (Calder, 2008:82-128, 187). 

 
Place history 
The house known as Hardanger Lodge, at 12 Osborne Drive, Mount Martha was constructed by 1936 for Sverre Lie 
(RB). No.12 Osborne Drive is situated within the Osborne Township subdivision, which as noted above, was laid 
out in the ninteeenth century but not built upon until many years later. The property comprises all or part of several 
allotments in Section 4 including (fronting Osborne Drive) allotments 8 and 9 (part) and (fronting Maude Street) 
allotments 12 (part), 13 and a 14 (part). Hardanger Lodge is situated on allotment 8, which (along with allotment 13) 
was purchased by Sverre Lie in October, 1936. Lie had earlier purchased the southern half of allotment 9 in July 
1935 from Albert Read, barrister, in July 1935 (Title 5974/791). 

 
Sverre Lie was part of the small Norwegian community in Melbourne in the early twentieth century and is 
remembered as one of several Norwegians who were 'mainly connected with shipping and timber' (Jupp, 2001:609). 
Lie was appointed in January 1931 as Consul of Norway, a position he held for several years (EG). He and his wife, 
who was South African by birth, lived at their house 'Rena' in Berkely Street, Hawthorn and used Hardanger Lodge 
as their holiday retreat. The name of the house refers to Hardanger, a traditional district in the western part of 
Norway, dominated by the Hardangerfjord. 
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Sources 
 
Calder, Winty, Mount Martha Lands and People, 2008 
Certificates of Title, as cited above. 
Context Pty Ltd (2009), "Recognising the Heritage of Ranelagh, Conservation Management Plan for the Ranelagh 
Estate, Mount Eliza" 
Edinburgh Gazette (EG), June 12, 1931, p.669 
Jupp, James (ed.), The Australian people. An encyclopedia of the nation, its people and their origins, CUP, 2001 
Moorhead, Leslie (1971), Mornington in the wake of Flinders, historical survey, North Melbourne 
Mornington Shire Rate Books (RB), 1935-36, (No. in rate 3789, 3790, 3791) 
The Argus 
The West Australian, 21 March 1934, p.4 

 
Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
Hardanger Lodge is situated on a large site, the front of which has been simply landscaped with trees, a gravel 
driveway edged with shrubs and a large lawn to the front. A number of mature trees such as conifers may be 
associated with the construction of the house. The land extends behind the house and includes a tennis court and 
other structures in remnant bushland, which are not significant. 

 
The house is an unusual inter-war bungalow that reflects the Norwegian heritage of its first owner Sverre Lie. The 
design origins of Hardanger Lodge are based on traditional vernacular timber houses of Norway, although the design 
has been modified to suit a completely different climate through the incorporation of a shaded porch or verandah that 
forms outdoor living space. 

 
The pitch of the roof owes more to Australian design influences than those of Norway, but the use of slate for 
roofing is an unusual choice for the inter-war period. The Norwegian influence is strong, particularly the rustic 
verandah posts that are left as tree trunks, the stone chimneys and fire places and the external colours. 

 
Traditional Norwegian 'hunting lodges' in the forest often employ unshaped tree trunks for columns and unshaped 
field stone for chimneys. The rustic influence of this is evident in Hardanger Lodge. The house was originally clad 
with vertical timber boards, but has been entirely re-clad with metal. The original boards are evident beneath this 
cladding. Three small openings in the front gable end provide added interest. 
 
According to the current owner, the original timber cladding was oiled annually by the Lies, who tired of this process 
and painted the boards a greenish-grey and the eaves a rustic red. Subsequent owners, the McGregors, covered the 
boards with grey metal cladding. The current owner painted this cladding red, also extending the house at the rear in a 
sympathetic manner (Information from current owner). 

 
The use of red and green and white paint colours is particularly unusual in the Australian context, but typical of 
Norwegian houses where the iron oxide red is still a commonly used colour for modest houses and farms and 
outbuildings.  That this is achieved in metal cladding is also unusual. Presumably, the cladding could be removed to 
reveal the timber beneath.  Window joinery is highlighted with white paint. Hardanger Lodge is an idiosyncratic 
house with strong Norwegian references modified to suit an Australian location and climate. 
 
There are mature exotic trees of similar age to the house in the immediate vicinity of the house. These trees, 
presumably planted by the original owner, enhance the setting of the place. Other plantings and structures on the large 
allotment, including a garage, are not significant. 

 
Recommended Management 

 
Conservation guidelines (General) 

 
Please refer to the Cultural Heritage Places Local Policy in the Mornington Peninsula Planning Scheme (Clause 
22.04 or as amended) for the heritage management guidelines for this place. 
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  Conservation guidelines (Specific) 
 

None specified 
 
Comparative Analysis 
 
Inter-war houses at Mount Martha currently in the Heritage Overlay include:- 

 
• 474-5 Esplanade (cnr Dominion Road), 'Green Gables' two storey 1927 roughcast render house with Arts 

and Crafts detailing. 
• 559 Esplanade - 'Briarwood cottage' - Old English style two storey house (HO63) 
• 47 Two Bays Crescent (447 Esplanade) - High Clere - two storey Old English style house designed by Robert 

Hamilton 
 (HO14). 

• 7-9 Lempriere Avenue - Yarilla - two storey well detailed Mediterranean style house, possibly architect designed 
(HO115). 

They are all reasonably substantial houses set in mature gardens; some are known to have been architect-designed. 
An architect has not been identified for Hardanger Lodge, however the high level of detailing suggests that one may 
have been involved or that it was certainly constructed by a craftsman builder working closely with the owner. As 
such it compares favourably with the houses listed above and is considered to be unique within Mornington Shire for 
its unusual and distinctive Norwegian-influenced detailing. 

 
 
Statement of Significance 

 
What is significant? 
The house known as Hardanger Lodge, constructed by 1936 for Sverre Lie, at 12 Osborne Drive, Mount Martha is 
significant. The house is an unusual inter-war bungalow that reflects the Norwegian heritage of its first owner Sverre 
Lie. The design origins of Hardanger Lodge are based on traditional vernacular timber houses of Norway, although 
the design has been modified to suit a completely different climate through the incorporation of a shaded porch or 
verandah that forms the outdoor living space. The pitch of the roof owes more to Australian design influences than 
those of Norway, but the use of slate for roofing is an unusual choice for the inter-war period. The Norwegian 
influence is particularly in the use of rustic verandah posts that are left as tree trunks, the stone chimneys and fire 
places and the paint colours. 
 
Non-original alterations and additions to the house, including the metal claddings, are not significant. 

 
How is it significant? 
The house at 12 Osborne Drive, Mornington is of local historic and architectural significance to Mornington Peninsula 
Shire. 

 
Why is it significant? 
Hardanger Lodge strongly expresses the Norwegian design influences of its owner and builder, Norwegian consul 
to Victoria, Sverre Lie.  It is architecturally significant for its unusual blending of Australian design and the 
traditional vernacular architecture of Norway.  The key features of the design include the rustic tree trunk columns, 
fieldstone chimneys, and the green and white colour scheme.  The red cladding is also a traditional colour although 
the material is not original. Despite over-cladding, Hardanger Lodge is an outstanding example of a picturesque 
holiday house with exotic design influences arising from the traditional Norwegian hunting lodge. 

 
Hardanger Lodge is historically significant as an example of the more substantial and permanent holiday houses 
built in the 1930s in Mount Martha following the connection of the area to a reticulated water supply. It is also 
significant for its associations with Sverre Lie, who was Norwegian Consul to Victoria in the 1930s and an 
important figure in the Norwegian community for many years. (Criteria A & H) 
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Yes 
- 
Yes, mature exotic trees of similar age to the house. 
- 
- 
- 
- 
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT 
 

 
Name 
Address 

 
HOUSE  
2/56 Queen Street, Mornington 

 
 
Significance Level 

 
 
Local 

Place Type 
Citation Date 

Residence  
2012 
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Recommended 
Heritage Protection 

VHR-HI- PS Yes  
 
 
Architectural Style Interwar Period (c.1919-c.1940) 

 
 
 
History and Historical Context 

 
Locality history 
By the early twentieth century Mornington was established as the main civic and commercial centre on the Peninsula. 
However, it was still a relatively small town, with a population that swelled during the summer months as 
holidaymakers came south from Melbourne. In the first decade of the twentieth century the Progress Association 
focussed on beautifying Mornington to encourage tourism and in 1902 planted trees and shrubs in Queen Street and 
the railway reserve. In 1904 the association distributed Sugar Gums to residents, planted gums in Albert Street and 
seven thousand tea-trees on the foreshore between Mills Beach and Marina Cove. Local attractions included bathing 
beaches, croquet clubs, bowling clubs, a new golf club and many parks including Mornington Park, gazetted as a 
public park in 1863 and a much-loved picnic spot (Context 2009:9-10, Moorhead 1971:63). 

 
The town grew steadily and houses were in 'great demand' in the years just prior to World War I. Most were built on 
the speculative subdivisions that had remained largely undeveloped since the late nineteenth century. A newspaper 
article noted that:- 

 
Although many homes have been erected at Mornington recently, there are still a great number of the residents 
waiting to be accommodated. The principal reason of the great demand is that owners prefer letting their houses 
furnished to visitors rather than unfurnished to a constant tenant (Mornington Standard, 20 April 1912, p.2). 

 
Two key factors influenced the development of Mornington township after World War I. They were improved 
transport links and the creation of a reticulated water supply. Train services improved with the electrification of the 
line to Frankston by 1922, and after the formation of the Country Roads Board in 1913 the Point Nepean Road from 
Melbourne, via Frankston, improved vastly. While transport improvements led to an increase in the numbers of day 
trippers and holiday stays it was the introduction of the reticulated water supply to the Mornington Peninsula in 1921, 
which resulted in a wave of suburban development that increased the number of permanent residents in the town. The 
growth of Melbourne accelerated after World War I and Mornington shared the boom economy of the early 1920s, 
with private estates providing 3,000 building blocks in 1922. Between 1920 and 1930 the population of Mornington 
township almost doubled, rising from 1100 to 2100 (Moorhead 1971:151-2, 166, 186, 191; Argus 31/12/1937:6; 
VMD). 

 
In the 1930s, despite the Depression which affected all of Australia with unemployment, The Argus (1938:16; 
1937:7) reported the rise in popularity of holiday homes in Mornington as a result of good roads that offered better 
access to areas, and the attraction of a long-term stay, especially over the summer period (Moorhead 1971:198). A 
newspaper article noted that:- 

 
Because most owners find that they can occupy them for many weeks at a time .. they are building holiday homes 
of a more substantial nature and possessing an attractive appearance.(The Argus, 8 September 1938, p.16) 

 
Place history 
This house was built by 1930 for Mrs. Martha Carlson who became owner in October 1928. Carlson remained owner 
for 18 years before Eugene O. Stevenson became the owner in July 1946. Some time later the property was subdivided 
and a new house built on part of the rear yard (RB, Titles 6890/867; 5468/573; 4916/057; 6890/867). 
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Sources 
 

Land Victoria, Certificates of Title, as cited above 
Context Pty Ltd (2009), Recognising the Heritage of Ranelagh, Conservation Management Plan for the Ranelagh 
Estate, Mount Eliza 
Moorhead, Leslie (1971), Mornington in the wake of Flinders, historical survey, North Melbourne 
Rate Book (RB), Mornington Shire, VPRS 13665/P1/Unit 22, 1928-9 (No. in rate 1619), 1929-30 (1687) 
The Argus 
Victorian Municipal Directory (VMD), 1920 pp. 533-4, 1930 pp. 624-6 
 

 
Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
The house at 2/56 Queen Street, Mornington (Mornington Cottage) is a substantial two storey inter-war bungalow with 
attic rooms. The house is built with a timber frame with strapped fibre cement sheet cladding and weatherboard beneath 
the window sill level. It is oriented to the north side of the site where a generously proportioned porch is supported on 
Tuscan order concrete columns with exaggerated entasis. This component of the house is well detailed with a lined 
soffit and extended eaves with exposed rafter ends. Stub columns supported on square pillars form the porch to the 
street front. The main hipped gable roof is intersected with a smaller matching roof, forming the double fronted 
appearance to the street. Two flat roofed attics protrude from the main roof form with exposed rafter end detailing to 
their eaves. The roof is of concrete tiles and the window joinery is typical of the period with double hung sash windows. 
Other notable features of the house include the pair of tall narrow chimneys that frame the side elevation either side of 
the attic window. These are finished in rough cast render with simple cappings and vertical detailing. 

 
The wall, roof materials and detailing are typical of the period in which it was constructed (c.1930) and the house has 
a moderately high level of integrity externally. The veranda has been altered as it was originally entered from what is 
now the side of the house rather than the street. The house formally had a large garden on this side and it is possible 
that a large palm tree on a neighboring property may have been part of this garden. Four windows on the other side of 
the house have been replaced with new larger windows. The interior and back of the house have been altered. The 
pergola over the gate was installed by the current owner. The large site has been subdivided and new buildings 
constructed to the rear of the house, however the garden setting at the front has been retained. The front fence is of 
vertical timber palings with expressed posts and rails and is of relatively new construction. The side fence separating 
the house from the new driveway created by the sub-division is of brushwood panels. Despite the sub-division that 
has curtailed the site, the house is a fine example of an inter-war attic style bungalow with relatively few external 
alterations. 

 
 

Recommended Management 
 

Conservation guidelines (General) 
 

Please refer to the Cultural Heritage Places Local Policy in the Mornington Peninsula Planning Scheme (Clause 
22.04 or as amended) for the heritage management guidelines for this place. 

 
Conservation guidelines (Specific) 

 
None specified. 
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Comparative Analysis 
 

As noted in the History, the connection of Mornington to a reticulated water supply by 1921 enabled the township to 
expand. As in the nineteenth century, the houses built between the wars ranged from substantial architect-designed 
residences, usually on the Esplanade or Beleura Hill, to more modest cottages and bungalows, many built on the 
nineteenth century subdivisions that had remained only partly developed. Existing late Edwardian or inter-war houses in 
the Heritage Overlay include: 

 
22 Bath Street – Two-storey house constructed of limestone masonry with Arts and Crafts detailing. Constructed in 
1923 by local builder Thomas Silling as his own residence (HO22) 
• 737 Esplanade 'Dunmoven' - c.1918 two storey Arts and Crafts house with fine detailing, designed 

by L.J. Flannagan (HO67) 
• 818 Esplanade - Well-detailed and intact two storey American Colonial style weatherboard house (HO340) 
• 819-20 Esplanade - 'Combe Martin', c.1935 large well-detailed Old English style brick house with terracotta 

shingle roof (HO76) 
• 832 Esplanade, 'Wilberton' - Two storey well detailed Old English style house commenced c.1918 and 

completed c.1938(HO77) 
• 6 Queen Street - Large well-detailed bungalow constructed in 1922 (HO212). 

 
This house compares most directly with 6 Queen Street and has a similar level of detailing and external integrity. 

 
Statement of Significance 

 
What is significant? 
The house, constructed c.1930, at 2/56 Queen Street Mornington for Mrs Martha Carlson is significant. It is a 
substantial two storey inter-war bungalow with attic rooms, which is built with a timber frame with strapped fibre 
cement sheet cladding and weatherboard beneath the window sill level. It is oriented to the north side of the site 
where a generously proportioned porch is supported on Tuscan order concrete columns with exaggerated entasis.  
This component of the house is well detailed with a lined soffit and extended eaves with exposed rafter ends. Stub 
columns supported on square pillars form the porch to the street front. The main hipped gable roof is intersected with 
a smaller matching roof, forming the double fronted appearance to the street. Two flat roofed attics protrude from the 
main roof form with exposed rafter end detailing to their eaves. The roof is of concrete tiles and the window joinery is 
typical of the period with double hung sash windows. Other notable features of the house include the pair of tall 
narrow chimneys that frame the side elevation either side of the attic window. These are finished in rough cast render 
with simple cappings and vertical detailing. 

 
Non-original alterations and additions are not significant. 

 
How is it significant? 
The house at 2/56 Queen Street, Mornington is of local historic, architectural and aesthetic significance to Mornington 
Peninsula Shire. 

 
Why is it significant? 
It is historically significant as an example of the more substantial houses built during the wave of suburban development 
in Mornington during the late 1920s and early 1930s that was encouraged by improved transport links, and the 
connection of a reticulated water supply. (Criterion A) 

 
It is architecturally significant as a fine and well-detailed example of an inter-war bungalow, which is notable for the 
high degree of integrity when viewed from Queen Street. (Criteria D & E) 
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT 
 

 
Name 
Address 

 
HOUSE  
10 Shelley Street, Mornington 

 
 
Significance Level 

 
 
Local 

Place Type 
Citation Date 

Residence  
2012 

  

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Recommended 
Heritage Protection 

 
VHR No HI No PS Yes 

 
Architectural Style Victorian Period (1851-1901) 
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History and Historical Context 
 

Locality history 
In 1851 Victoria became an independent colony, and in 1854 a subdivisional plan was drawn up for the Mornington 
Peninsula. A majority of the allotments were 640 acres and the township of Snapper Point (later Mornington) was 
laid out, with the roads yet unnamed. The townships of Osborne and Earimil were concurrently laid out. A.B. 
Balcombe was one of the first settlers in the area in the 1850s and is credited with naming the point after the 
'Snapper', a small boat wrecked off the coast, however, another early settler, Alfred Downward attributed the name 
to the fish found offshore (Moorhead 1978:10; Rogers 1961:22-23). 

 
By 1857 government correspondence carried a new spelling, Schnapper Point, and the town was becoming an 
important centre in the region. By the 1860s Cobb & Co. ran a coach service from Melbourne to Schnapper Point, 
the pier was near completion and communications opened up with the first electric telegraph office opening in 1861. 
In 1860 A.B. Balcombe was made the first chairman of the Mount Eliza District Roads Board and during this decade 
Mornington became the administrative centre of the region. The Peninsula region remained isolated and depended 
upon Schnapper Point's limited transport capabilities, until the Point Nepean Road (later the Nepean Highway) was 
constructed from 1863 onwards (Rogers 1961:22-33). 

 
Mornington Peninsula was advertised as a bayside resort in the 1880s, with Schnapper Point noted as the most elite, 
with ‘many beautiful villas and family mansions that dot the hillside being quite a feature of the place’. The late 
nineteenth century was a time of growth for the region, which was further encouraged by the arrival of the railway in 
Mornington in 1889 (Rogers 1961:39-40). 

 
Place history 
The exact date of the house at 10 Shelley Street, Mornington is not known but evidence suggests that it was 
constructed around c.1875. 

 
It is known that in 1854/55, Fred R. Thompson received a Crown Grant for over 8 acres, bounded by Wilsons Road to 
the west and Barkly Street to the north. In 1858 James Moyle purchased the western two-thirds of this land (part of 
Crown Allotment 36, Parish of Moorooduc, which included the current 10 Shelley Street) from Thompson (Old Law 
search note 9027). The rate books do not record a house on James Moyle's land between 1861 and 1873. In 1871 
Moyle took out three mortgages against the property, shortly before his death in 1873, after which ownership 
transferred to James Wisewould who also owned the adjoining lot 36, which is described as containing a house. This 
change of ownership is reflected in the rate books of 1873-4. In the following year there is a single entry for 
Wisewould, which describes the property as containing a '1R house' and '4R cottage & stables' with a NAV of 90 
pounds. 

 
Richard Henry White became the owner in November 1885 (Titles 855/910, 1767/254). After White’s death in 1909 
the land was subdivided into suburban allotments and sold off from 1912 to 1915. This property was purchased by 
Charlotte Foster (Title 1767/254). 

 
Sources 
Land Victoria, Certificates of Title, as cited above. 
Old Law search note. 
Rate Books (RB), 'Mount Eliza and District Roads Board', VPRS 11016/P1/Units 1 & 2 (Moorooduc), 186, entry 
171; 1862 (285); 1863 [page 73]; 1864 (279); 1865 (313); 1866 (308); 1867 (311); 1868 (305);1869 (304); 1870-71 
(548 & 549), 1874 (691 & 692), 1877 (810), 1883 (1153). 
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Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
This is a simple double fronted rendered cottage with an M-hip roof. The walls of the cottage are covered in roughcast 
render with smooth bands of render used at the corners and around the windows. The double hung sash windows to 
the main and side elevations, each divided into three vertical panes with a shallow arch head, are an unusual and 
distinctive feature. There is one brick chimney. 

 
The house has a fair degree of external integrity. The front porch is not original, but it is not known whether the 
house once had a front verandah. The rear addition is not visually intrusive. 

 
 

Recommended Management 
 

Conservation guidelines (General) 
 

Please refer to the Cultural Heritage Places Local Policy in the Mornington Peninsula Planning Scheme (Clause 
22.04 or as amended) for the heritage management guidelines for this place. 

 
Conservation guidelines (Specific) 

 
None specified 

 
 
Comparative Analysis 

 
While there are a number of surviving late-nineteenth houses in Mornington which date from the wave of 
development that followed the opening of the railway in 1889, smaller houses dating from prior to the 1880s are 
relatively rare. This is one of about four known surviving examples. It compares with the following houses: 
 
• 38 Wilson's Road - Wolfdene, single storey weatherboard house, formerly the Mornington Hotel (HO250). 
• 26 Strachans Road - Warrawee, c.1854 brick house with high hipped brick roof (HO234). 
  
• In age the house also compares to 3 Vancouver Street - rendered double fronted cottage, c.1870 , however that 

house      has been highly altered and is now largely hidden within a twentieth centrury addition. 
 
Because of their age these early house are rarely completely intact and most have had some alterations or additions 
over time. Of the surviving examples listed above Warrawee appears to the most intact when viewed from the street. 
Wolfdene appears to have been built in stages, and is difficult to see from the street. The cottage at 3 Vancouver Street 
retains some original or early detailing, including windows and verandah. 
 
Other pre-1880s houses in Mornington are grander villas and mansions such as Beleura (c.1865), Glenbank 
(c.1875), Sutton Grange (c.1878) and the former St Peter's Vicarage (c.1865). (Note, while Clyde Villa at 750-1 
Esplanade may have an earlier section, however, much of the house appears to date from the 1880s.) 
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Yes 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 

 

Statement of Significance 
 

What is significant? 
The house, constructed c.1875, at 10 Shelley Street, Mornington to the extent of the nineteenth century form and 
fabric is significant. It is a simple double-fronted rendered cottage with an M-hip roof.  The walls of the cottage are 
covered in roughcast render with smooth bands of render used at the corners and around the windows.  The double 
hung sash windows to the main and side elevations, each divided into three vertical panes with a shallow arch head, 
are an unusual and distinctive feature.  There is one brick chimney. 

 
The rear addition and the front porch are not significant. 

 
How is it significant? 
The house at 10 Shelley Street, Mornington is of local historic significance to Mornington Peninsula Shire. 

 
Why is it significant? 
It is historically significant as a rare example of a house associated with the early development of Mornington.  
While there are a number of surviving late-nineteenth houses which date from the wave of development that 
followed the opening of the railway in 1889, small houses dating from prior to the 1880s are relatively rare. This is 
one of about five known surviving examples, which despite the alterations retains some of the characteristic 
nineteenth century form and detailing, most notably the distinctive windows. (Criteria A & B)\ 

 
 
Recommendations 2012 

 
External Paint Controls 
Internal Alteration 
Controls Tree Controls 
Fences & Outbuildings 
Prohibited Uses May Be Permitted 
Incorporated Plan 
Aboriginal Heritage Place 

 
 
 

Other Recommendations 
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT 
 

 
Name 
Address 

 
HOUSE  
8 Tanti Avenue Mornington 

 
 
Significance Level 

 
 
Local 

Place Type 
Citation Date 

House, Tree  
2012 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Recomended  VHR No HI No PS Yes 
Heritage Protection
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History and Historical Context 
 

Locality history 
By the early twentieth century Mornington was established as the main civic and commercial centre on the Peninsula. 
However, it was still a relatively small town, with a population that swelled during the summer months as 
holidaymakers came south from Melbourne. In the first decade of the twentieth century the Progress Association 
focussed on beautifying Mornington to encourage tourism and in 1902 planted trees and shrubs in Queen Street and 
the railway reserve. In 1904 the association distributed Sugar Gums to residents, planted gums in Albert Street and 
seven thousand tea-trees on the foreshore between Mills Beach and Marina Cove. Local attractions included bathing 
beaches, croquet clubs, bowling clubs, a new golf club and many parks including Mornington Park, gazetted as a 
public park in 1863 and a much-loved picnic spot (Context 2009:9-10, Moorhead 1971:63). 

 
The town grew steadily and houses were in 'great demand' in the years just prior to World War I. Most were built on 
the speculative subdivisions that had remained largely undeveloped since the late nineteenth century. A newspaper 
article noted that: 

 
Although many homes have been erected at Mornington recently, there are still a great number of the residents 
waiting to be accommodated. The principal reason of the great demand is that owners prefer letting their houses 
furnished to visitors rather than unfurnished to a constant tenant. (Mornington Standard, 20 April 1912, p.2) 

 
Two key factors influenced the development of Mornington township after World War I. They were improved 
transport links and the creation of a permanent reticulated water supply.  Train services improved with the 
electrification of the line to Frankston by 1922, and after the formation of the Country Roads Board in 1913 the Point 
Nepean Road from Melbourne, via Frankston, improved vastly. While transport improvements led to an increase in 
the numbers of daytrippers and holiday stays it was the introduction of the permanent water supply to the Mornington 
Peninsula in 1921, which resulted in a wave of suburban development that increased the number of permanent 
residents in the town. The growth of Melbourne accelerated after World War I and Mornington shared the boom 
economy of the early 1920s, with private estates providing 3,000 building blocks in 1922. Between 1920 and 1930 the 
population of Mornington township almost doubled, rising from 1100 to 2100(Moorhead 1971:151-2, 166, 186, 191; 
Argus 31/12/1937:6; VMD). 

 
In the 1930s, despite the Depression which affected all of Australia with unemployment, The Argus (1938:16; 1937:7) 
reported the rise in popularity of holiday homes in Mornington as a result of good roads that offered better access to 
areas, and the attraction of a long-term stay, especially over the summer period (Moorhead 1971:198). A newspaper 
article noted that: 

 
Because most owners find that they can occupy them for many weeks at a time .. they are building holiday homes of a 
more substantial nature and possessing an attractive appearance.(The Argus, 8 September 1938, p.16) 
 
Place history 
Thomas Cogger Allchin, an early pioneer of Mornington and carpenter-builder, purchased over 6 acres (6 acres, 1 
rood and 36 perches) on the Esplanade and Tanti Avenue in August 1873, from Fred Calvert. Allchin built his house 
'Sutton Grange' (1870s; currently situated at 12 Tanti Avenue.) on this six acres, known as Oak Paddock. According 
to his wife Sarah's diaries in the 1850s, Allchin also built the Tanti Hotel, their own General Store on the corner of 
Main and Albert Street (1859; demolished 2008) and the Old School House (not known what she is referring to) 
(Moorhead 1971:58; Titles 615/873; Tregonning Book 20). 

 
Upon Allchin's death in 1901, the land was transferred to his wife Sarah, who died in 1918. Allchin's land was 
subdivided between 1910 and 1940 by his executors. In June 1921 Harry Morton Sargood of 'Wandi', Toorak, 
bought five lots between Tanti Avenue and Grange Road, including number 8 and Sutton Grange, and proceeded 
to further subdivide this land. Number 8, with its current boundaries, was sold to Ada Annie Harold in September 
1928. 
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Considering the subdivision history and the stylistic characteristics of the house, it appears that it was built for Ada 
Harold shortly afterward. In June 1935 Ada Harold became joint proprietor of the land and house with Ina Harold, 
who became the sole proprietor (as Ina Ada Lillycrapp nee Harold) in December 1969 (Titles 615/873; 4487/262; 
5458/539). 

 
Sources 
Certificates of Title, as cited above. 
Context Pty Ltd (2009), "Recognising the Heritage of Ranelagh, Conservation Management Plan for the Ranelagh 
Estate, Mount Eliza". 
Moorhead, Leslie (1971), Mornington in the wake of Flinders, historical survey, North Melbourne. 
The Argus. 
Tregonning, Maureen (not dated) "Book 20", held by Mornington & District Historical Society 
Victorian Municipal Directory (VMD), 1920 pp.533-4, 1930 pp. 624-6 

 
 
Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
The house at 8 Tanti Avenue, Mornington, is a hipped-roof suburban type bungalow. Stylistically it is closer to 
suburban houses of the 1930s, though it still exhibits details typical of the 1920s such as boxed windows and 
hexagonal-motif glazed entrance doors. 

 
The house is set back behind a large mature Poplar tree in the front yard. There is a Victorian-type picket fence 
which was constructed c.1980 to replace a woven wire fence (Information from owner). 

 
The house is clad in a variety of textures and materials. The lower half of the walls is weatherboard, with fibro 
sheeting and strapwork above window-sill height. The simple rectangular chimney is finished in roughcast render, 
as is the front verandah balustrade (with timber shingle accents). 

 
The centrally located verandah is located under a projecting hip of the roof. The roof is clad in black concrete tiles 
(which are a later alteration, replacing the earlier grey concrete tiles – Information from owner) and has exposed rafter 
ends. The verandah is supported on two pairs of Tuscan columns resting on rendered piers. 

 
The box-framed windows are in banks of three on the facade. The upper sashes are filled with delicate hexagonal 
leadlights. The double front door has two glazed panels with a similar hexagonal motif. 

 
The house is quite intact, apart from the roof cladding and overpainting of the roughcast render below eaves level. 

 
 

Recommended Management 
 

Conservation guidelines (General) 
 

Please refer to the Cultural Heritage Places Local Policy in the Mornington Peninsula Planning Scheme (Clause 
22.04 or as amended) for the heritage management guidelines for this place. 

 
Conservation guidelines (Specific) 

 
The following conservation action/s would be supported should the opportunity arise: 
 
Reinstate original roofing material on the basis of historical and physical evidence. 
Construct a more appropriate front fence. 
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Comparative Analysis 

 
As noted in the History, the connection of Mornington to a reticulated water supply by 1921 enabled the township to 
expand. As in the nineteenth century, the houses built between the wars ranged from substantial architect-designed 
residences, usually on the Esplanade or Beleura Hill, to more modest cottages and bungalows, many built on the 
nineteenth century subdivisions that had remained only partly developed.  Existing late Edwardian or inter-war 
houses in the Heritage Overlay include:- 

 
• 22 Bath Street - Two storey house constructed of limestone masonry with Arts and Crafts detailing.  Constructed 

in1923 by local builder Thomas Silling as his own residence (HO22). 
• 737 Esplanade 'Dunmoven' - c.1918 two storey Arts and Crafts house with fine detailing, designed 

by L.J. Flannagan (HO67). 
• 818 Esplanade - Well-detailed and intact two storey American Colonial style weatherboard house (HO340) 
• 819-20 Esplanade - 'Combe Martin', c.1935 large well-detailed Old English style brick house with terracotta 

shingle roof (HO76). 
• 832 Esplanade, 'Wilberton' - Two storey well detailed Old English style house commenced c.1918 and 

completed c.1938(HO77). 
• 6 Queen Street - Large well-detailed bungalow constructed in 1922 (HO212). 

 
This type of modest  bungalow but richly detailed, most probably designed by a craftsman builder, is not 
currently represented in the Heritage Overlay. It compares with the following houses assessed by the 2011 
Study: 

 
The early 1930s house at 47 Queen Street, Mornington, which was investigated as a potential part of an Heritage 
Overlay precinct, but rejected.  This house has a hipped tiled roof, verandah set beneath the roof and supported on 
Tuscan columns, and a projecting window bay on the facade. While it shares a similar massing with the Tanti Avenue 
bungalow, it has far fewer interesting details and is clad in plain weatherboards. 

 
While later in date and style, the Tanti Avenue bungalow is comparable in its use of varied materials and textures to 
the California Bungalow at 10 Caldwell Street (recommended for the Heritage Overlay).  The Tanti Avenue house is 
even richer in its level of detail. 

 
 
Statement of Significance 

 
What is significant? 
The bungalow at 8 Tanti Avenue, Mornington, to the extent of its c.1929 fabric is significant. The hip-roof house is 
clad in weatherboards and fibro sheeting, with roughcast render and timber shingle accents. The double front doors 
are glazed with a hexagonal pattern, as are the upper sashes of the boxed windows. The front verandah is supported 
on pairs of Tuscan columns. 
 
In the front yard is a mature Poplar tree. 

 
How is it significant? 
The bungalow is of local architectural and historical significance to Mornington Peninsula Shire. 

 
Why is it significant? 
Architecturally, as a highly intact representative example of a late-1920s bungalow, which is distinguished by 
attention to detail and the wide range of textures and materials used to create interest. (Criterion D) 

 
Historically, the bungalow demonstrates the transition of Mornington from primarily a holiday spot to a year-round 
abode for a growing number of residents. This is demonstrated by the use of a design suitable to a suburban location, 
rather than a more simple holiday home. (Criterion A) 
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Yes 
- 
Yes Applies to mature Poplar 
- 
- 
- 
- 

 

Recommendations 2012 
 

External Paint Controls 
Internal Alteration 
Controls Tree Controls 
Fences & Outbuildings 
Prohibited Uses May Be Permitted 
Incorporated Plan 
Aboriginal Heritage Place 
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT 
 

 
Name 
Address 

 
HOUSE  
5 Turnbull Street, Mornington 

 
 
Significance Level 

 
 
Local 

Place Type 
Citation Date 

Residence  
2012 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Recommended 
Heritage Protection 

VHR No HI No PS Yes Architectural Style Interwar Period (c.1919-c.1940) 
American Bungalow 
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History and Historical Context 

 
Locality history 
By the early twentieth century Mornington was established as the main civic and commercial centre on the Peninsula. 
However, it was still a relatively small town, with a population that swelled during the summer months as 
holidaymakers came south from Melbourne. In the first decade of the twentieth century the Progress Association 
focussed on beautifying Mornington to encourage tourism and in 1902 planted trees and shrubs in Queen Street and 
the railway reserve. In 1904 the association distributed Sugar Gums to residents, planted gums in Albert Street and 
seven thousand tea-trees on the foreshore between Mills Beach and Marina Cove. Local attractions included bathing 
beaches, croquet clubs, bowling clubs, a new golf club and many parks including Mornington Park, gazetted as a 
public park in 1863 and a much-loved picnic spot (Context 2009:9-10, Moorhead 1971:63). 

 
The town grew steadily and houses were in 'great demand' in the years just prior to World War I. Most were built on 
the speculative subdivisions that had remained largely undeveloped since the late nineteenth century. A newspaper 
article noted that: 

 
Although many homes have been erected at Mornington recently, there are still a great number of the residents 
waiting to be accommodated. The principal reason of the great demand is that owners prefer letting their houses 
furnished to visitors rather than unfurnished to a constant tenant. (Mornington Standard, 20 April 1912, p.2). 

 
Two key factors influenced the development of Mornington township after World War I. They were improved 
transport links and the creation of a permanent reticulated water supply. Train services improved with the 
electrification of the line to Frankston by 1922, and after the formation of the Country Roads Board in 1913 the Point 
Nepean Road from Melbourne, via Frankston, improved vastly. While transport improvements led to an increase in 
the numbers of daytrippers and holiday stays it was the introduction of the permanent water supply to the Mornington 
Peninsula in 1921, which resulted in a wave of suburban development that increased the number of permanent 
residents in the town. The growth of Melbourne accelerated after World War I and Mornington shared the boom 
economy of the early 1920s, with private estates providing 3,000 building blocks in 1922. Between 1920 and 1930 
the population of Mornington township almost doubled, rising from 1100 to 2100 (Moorhead 1971:151-2, 166, 186, 
191; Argus 31/12/1937:6; VMD). 

 
In the 1930s, despite the Depression which affected all of Australia with unemployment, The Argus (1938:16; 
1937:7) reported the rise in popularity of holiday homes in Mornington as a result of good roads that offered better 
access to areas, and the attraction of a long-term stay, especially over the summer period (Moorhead 1971:198). A 
newspaper article noted that:- 

 
Because most owners find that they can occupy them for many weeks at a time .. they are building holiday homes 
of a more substantial nature and possessing an attractive appearance. (The Argus, 8 September 1938, p.16) 

 
Place history 
William Alexander Turnbull purchased a block of over 10 acres (10 acres, 71 roods and 1/3 of a perch) on Turnbull 
Street and the surrounding streets in October 1907, which he subdivided in the following decades as the 'Mornington 
Terrace Estate'.  In August 1922, Edith May Sonnenberg purchased lots 15 and 16 (currently numbers 5 and 7) (Titles 
3236/005; 4616/185) and built this house by 1924 (RB). 

 
Ownership of lots 15 and 16 transferred to George Thomas Sonnenberg in July 1936, who split the two lots and sold 
them separately.  Number 5 was sold to Amy Serpelle in March 1939 and number 7 was sold to Charles Martin, a 
builder, in March 1943 (Titles 3236/005; 4616/185). Martin built the adjoining house at No. 7 c.1944. (Titles 
3236/005; 4616/185; 6282/336; 6607/374). 

 
Sources 
Land Victoria, Certificates of Title, as cited above. 
Rate Books (RB), Mornington Shire, VPRS 11016/P1/Unit 43, 1925 entry 1455. 
Victorian Municipal Directory (VMD) 1920 pp. 533-4, 1930 pp. 624-6. 
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Description 
 

Physical Description 
 

The house at 5 Turnbull Street, Mornington is a California Bungalow of typical design with main transverse gable 
roof and a large projecting gable-fronted porch, which is supported by paired timber posts with original detailing 
comprising quarter-circle brackets and an inverted cross. Both the roof and porch are clad in concrete pan-tiles. The 
front door has sidelights and a tapered timber frame. Windows are double hung multi-paned sash, arranged in pairs 
to the main elevation. The walls are clad with a weatherboard dado with roughcast render above. The gable end 
features notched weatherboard with lattice to the apex. There is one brick chimney. 

 
The house has a relatively high degree of external integrity. A carport has been added at one side and there have 
been alterations and additions at the rear. The front picket fence is sympathetic, but not original. 

 
 

Recommended Management 
 

Conservation guidelines (General) 
 

Please refer to the Cultural Heritage Places Local Policy in the Mornington Peninsula Planning Scheme (Clause 
22.04 or as amended) for the heritage management guidelines for this place. 

 
Conservation guidelines (Specific) 

 
None specified. 

 
Comparative Analysis 
 
As noted in the History, the connection of Mornington to a reticulated water supply by 1921 enabled the township to 
expand. As in the nineteenth century, the houses built between the wars ranged from substantial architect-designed 
residences, usually on the Esplanade or Beleura Hill, to more modest cottages and bungalows, many built on the 
nineteenth century subdivisions that had remained only partly developed. Existing late Edwardian or inter-war 
houses in the Heritage Overlay include: 

 
22 Bath Street - Two storey house constructed of limestone masonry with Arts and Crafts detailing. Constructed in 1923 
by local builder Thomas Silling as his own residence (HO22). 
• 737 Esplanade 'Dunmoven' - c.1918 two storey Arts and Crafts house with fine detailing, designed 

by L.J. Flannagan (HO67). 
• 818 Esplanade - Well-detailed and intact two storey American Colonial style weatherboard house (HO340). 
• 819-20 Esplanade - 'Combe Martin', c.1935 large well-detailed Old English style brick house with terracotta 

shingle roof (HO76). 
• 832 Esplanade, 'Wilberton' - Two storey well detailed Old English style house commenced c.1918 and 

completed c.1938(HO77). 
• 6 Queen Street - Large well-detailed bungalow constructed in 1922 (HO212). 

 
This type of modest bungalow, most probably designed by a craftsman builder or a State Savings Bank of Victoria 
design, is not currently represented in the Heritage Overlay. It compares with the following houses recommended 
by the 2011 Study for inclusion in the Heritage Overlay: 

 
• 10 Caldwell Street. 
• 5 Wellington Street. This is a very intact example of a brick bungalow by a craftsman builder. 

 
Another comparison is the house at 3A Queen Street, however, at the time of the 2011 Study a re-development 
permit had been issued. 
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Yes 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 

 

Statement of Significance 
 

What is significant? 
The house, constructed c.1925, at 5 Turnbull Street, Mornington is significant. It is a California Bungalow of typical 
design with main transverse gable roof and a large projecting gable-fronted porch, which is supported by paired 
timber posts with original detailing comprising quarter-circle brackets and an inverted cross. Both the roof and porch 
are clad in concrete pan-tiles. The front door has sidelights and a tapered timber frame. Windows are double hung 
multi-paned sash, arranged in pairs to the main elevation. The walls are clad with a weatherboard dado with 
roughcast render above. The gable end features notched weatherboard with lattice to the apex. There is one brick 
chimney. 

 
The carport to the side, other non-original alterations and additions, and the front and side fences are not significant. 

 
How is it significant? 
The house at 5 Turnbull Street, Mornington is of local historic, architectural and aesthetic significance to Mornington 
Peninsula Shire. 

 
Why is it significant? 
It is historically significant as a house associated with the first wave of suburban development in the 1920s that 
followed the connection of Mornington to a reticulated water supply in 1921. (Criterion A) 

 
It is architecturally and aesthetically significant as a fine and well-detailed example of a California Bungalow, 
which is notable for the high level of external integrity when viewed from Turnbull Street. (Criteria D & E) 

 
Recommendations 2012 

 
External Paint Controls 
Internal Alteration 
Controls Tree Controls 
Fences & Outbuildings 
Prohibited Uses May Be Permitted 
Incorporated Plan 
Aboriginal Heritage Place 

 
 
 

Other Recommendations 
 

  



 

172 
 

 

HERITAGE CITATION REPORT 
 

 
Name 

 
MORNINGTON STATE SCHOOL NO. 2033 

 
 

 
Address 

(FORMER) 
25 Vale Street Mornington (part) 

 

 
Significance Level 

 

 
Local 

Place Type 
Citation Date 

School - State (public) 
2012 

  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Recommended 
Heritage Protection 

VHR No HI No PS Yes 
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History and Historical Context 
 

Locality History 
In 1851 Victoria became an independent colony, and in 1854 a subdivisional plan was drawn up for the Mornington 
Peninsula. A majority of the allotments were 640 acres and the township of Snapper Point (later Mornington) was 
laid out, with the roads yet unnamed. The townships of Osborne and Earimil were concurrently laid out. A.B. 
Balcombe was one of the first settlers in the area in the 1850s and is credited with naming the point after the 
'Snapper', a small boat wrecked off the coast, however, another early settler, Alfred Downward attributed the name 
to the fish found offshore (Moorhead 1978:10; Rogers 1961:22-23). 

 
By 1857 government correspondence carried a new spelling, Schnapper Point, and the town was becoming an 
important centre in the region. By the 1860s Cobb & Co. ran a coach service from Melbourne to Schnapper Point, 
the pier was near completion and communications opened up with the first electric telegraph office opening in 1861. 
In 1860 A. B. Balcombe was made the first chairman of the Mount Eliza District Roads Board and during this 
decade Mornington became the legal centre of the region. The Peninsula region remained isolated and depended 
upon Schnapper Point's limited transport capabilities, until the Point Nepean Road (later the Nepean Highway) was 
constructed from 1863 onwards (Rogers 1961:22-33). 

 
Mornington Peninsula was advertised as a bayside resort in the 1880s, with Schnapper Point noted as the most elite, 
with ‘many beautiful villas and family mansions that dot the hillside being quite a feature of the place. The late 
nineteenth century was a time of growth for the region, which was further encouraged by the arrival of the railway in 
Mornington in 1889 (Rogers 1961:39-40). 

 
In the first decade of the twentieth century the Progress Association focused on beautifying Mornington and in 1902 
planted trees and shrubs in Queen Street and the railway reserve. In 1904 the association distributed Sugar Gums to 
residents, planted gums in Albert Street and seven thousand tea-trees on the foreshore between Mills Beach and 
Marina Cove (Moorhead 1971:63). 

 
Three factors effected the development in the Mornington Peninsula in the first half of the twentieth century. These 
were the availability of the motor car, the growth of the metropolis which began consuming rural areas and the 
industrialisation of Australia. In 1905, Mornington was connected to Melbourne by telephone, while travel to the 
region also became easier. Train services to the region improved with the electrification of the line to Frankston, and 
as a result of the formation of the Country Roads Board, the road from Melbourne, via Frankston, improved vastly. 
However, it was the introduction of the permanent water supply to the Mornington Peninsula in 1921, and Dromana 
and Rosebud in 1940 which stimulated extreme development of the area after World War II; the anticipated twenty-
five years' expansion was reached in less than ten years. The population of permanent residents, who were focused in 
Mornington, Mount Martha and Mount Eliza, increased as well as the number of holiday-makers (Moorhead 
1971:151-2, 166, 186, 191; Argus 31/12/1937:6). 

 
Mornington shared the boom economy of the early 1920s, with private estates providing 3,000 building blocks in 
1922. Local attractions included bathing beaches, croquet clubs, bowling clubs, a new golf club and many parks 
including Mornington Park, gazetted as a public park in 1863 and a much-loved picnic spot (Context 2009:9-10). 

 
In the 1930s, despite the Depression which affected all of Australia with unemployment, The Argus (1938:16; 
1937:7) reported the rise in popularity of holiday homes in Mornington as a result of good roads that offered better 
access to areas, and the attraction of a long-term stay, especially over the summer period (Moorhead 1971:198). 
The Mornington Peninsula continued to be a holiday destination throughout the twentieth century. 

 
Thematic context 
The following is an extract from Butler's Mornington Peninsula Shire Environmental History (2011:130-1): 

 
The Board of National Education (New South Wales) was set up to encourage the establishment of an education 
system based on the Irish National System. The Board allocated public funds for the establishment of schools, 
supported by local residents who were responsible for the provision and maintenance of school buildings, school 
equipment and grounds. The Board however was responsible for the appointment of teachers. In 1852, the Colony of 
Victoria version of this Board (also known as the National School Board) was established. For a brief interim period 
following the separation of Victoria from New South Wales in 1851, the Denominational School Board was 
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responsible for the conduct of National Schools. 
 

For religious schools, the Denominational School Board was appointed for 'the temporal regulation and inspection of 
the respective Denominational Schools of the Colony within the district of Port Phillip'. The Board distributed funds 
to denominational schools from an annual Parliamentary grant. 

 
The Education Act of 1872 changed the Colony's education radically, making school attendance compulsory for 
children between the ages of six and fifteen and, more importantly, making education in basic subjects free. 
Education was now free, secular and compulsory. School attendance increased by approximately fifty percent as soon 
as education became free and compulsory and government funding to denominational or church run schools ceased. 

 
On the Peninsula and elsewhere, the effort to establish schools and churches was often the first sign that a 
community was developing. Often schools would open and then close again, as numbers fell. Schools also often 
moved as the focus of particular communities changed, with perhaps a shift in transport mode or the arrival of a new 
railway station. The precise initial location of a school in remote districts was itself often contentious, with travel 
often very difficult. 

 
By 1855, the first settlers at Schnapper Point realised the need for a school and in 1856 Mornington Boys Grammar 
was opened in a house on Vancouver Street. The head teacher, William Armstrong then took the students from 
Vancouver Street to a small school on Main Street, Mornington, which later became Schnapper Point Common 
School No. 567 in the early 1860s. By 1860 a Girls Grammar School was opened at 16 Barkly St, Mornington 
(Butler 2011:130-1; Moorhead 1978:10; Rogers 1961:22-23). 

 
Due to population expansion and the poor condition of the facilities at the Schnapper Point Commons School, the 
government school Mornington Primary School, on Vale Street, was opened in 1878. A number of small private 
schools were opened throughout this period, in local houses in the study area (Butler 2011:131; Moorhead 1978:10; 
Rogers 1961:22-23). 

 
The range of schools in Mount Eliza was a great incentive for families to move to the area. In the second half of the 
twentieth century, schools in the area included the Mount Eliza Primary School (1929), the Peninsula Anglican 
School (1960) and, later, Mount Eliza North Primary School (1979). There was also Toorak Ladies College which 
was established in 1928. Nearby, schools included Padua College, near St Macartan's in Mornington and a 
government high school in Frankston (Moorhead 1971:215). 

 
Place history 
A school was required to replace the inadequate and deteriorating facilities of the Common School No. 567 on the 
corner of Main and Ross Streets. After inspection of three properties, the four and a half acre site at Vale Street was 
purchased in 1874 for £150 from Mrs Lintott, presumably the wife of Edward Lintott, one of the earliest settlers in the 
Mornington Peninsula. The site was chosen for its high and dry locality, its extent and view of the bay and its removal 
from traffic on the main road (Moorhead 1971:125; Moorhead 1978:17).  Three years after the purchase of the site, 
tenders were called in February 1877 for a brick school house, 36' x 20', designed by Henry Bastow, Chief Architect 
of the Public Works Department (Butler 2008:361).  The successful contractor was William Baynes of Stony Creek, 
Dromana, with his offer of £641. A month later his tender for an additional 20' square room with a high gallery for the 
infants, was also accepted (Moorhead 1971:64 & 126-127). 

 
Mornington State School No. 2033, at 25 Vale Street, opened on 1 February 1878 and the students were transferred 
from the Common School House. By 1889 attendance levels reached 170 students and overcrowding became an 
issue; one contributing factor was the opening of the railway in 1889. This issue was not remedied until 1908 when 
the Department carried out works on the school; the gallery was removed from the second room and it was extended 
to equal the first room in size (at which time a school bell, nine inches in diameter was found). Approval was also 
granted for the construction of a third room. During these alterations, a number of classes were held in the 
Mechanics' Institute, until October when the building was re-opened. It is reported that until as late as 1915, both 
rooms still had their long desks and stepped floors (Moorhead 1971:22 & 126-127; Rogers 1961:23; Moorhead 
1978:32). 

 
In 1924 extensive remodelling improved the school and in 1930 the three-roomed school instructed 172 children, 
before a fourth room was added in 1940. Further overcrowding occurred in 1942 - due to the closure of the Andrew 
Kerr Home and the opening of the AIF Camp at Balcombe - to the extent that the Guide Hall was used for classes, 
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holding 66 students. In 1944 the fifth, and last, brick room was added to the north-east end of the school building. 
Between 1945 and 1947 two additional classes were held in St Andrew's Hall (Blake 1973:362-363). 

 
The post-war period saw more building additions, including two additional classrooms in 1946 (one east and one west 
of the original building) and two double prefabricated classrooms in 1950 (a pair each side of the existing buildings) 
that were manufactured by the company which constructed the Bristol Bomber aircraft. These double classrooms were 
built on a concrete foundation and were made of panels that could be bolted into position to make rooms of any size. 
A 48' x 24' classroom was added in 1958 (with a movable partition) along with timber classrooms in 1962, 1965 and 
1966. The school's first portable classroom was added in 1969 (Moorhead 1978:48-50). 

 
In 1971, the original two rooms were in good condition, partly absorbed into a headmaster's office and partly used as 
a staff room (Moorhead 1971:126-127; Rogers 1961:23; Moorhead 1978:32). A canteen and library were opened on 
7 July 1972 (Moorhead 1978:58). In 1973, the school had twenty classrooms, two offices and a staffroom on a site of 
over 10 acres (Blake 1973:363). 

 
Henry Bastow, architect 
Henry Bastow trained as an architect in Dorchester, England in the 1850s before he migrated to Tasmania in 1861 
(Spink 1993). In 1873, Bastow was appointed as Victoria's architect and surveyor of the state's school division of the 
Public Works Department (PWD), and within five years had designed and overseen the construction of 615 schools in 
Victoria, many of which were Gothic Revival in design. Bastow's schools were constructed after the introduction of the 
Victorian Education Act in 1872, which made education free, secular and compulsory for children aged between six and 
fifteen, which resulted in an influx of students requiring schools. Bastow designed a variety of template designs which 
he would modify to suit local requirements and conditions (Milburn, 2010). 

 
Prime examples of Bastow's state school designs include St Kilda Park Primary School No.2460, Richmond School 
No.5271, Carlton Primary School No.2605, Avoca Primary School No.4 and Maldon Primary School No.1254, to 
name a few (all of which are on the Victorian Heritage Register). Between 1873 and 1894, Bastow and his team 
constructed and renovated hundreds more state schools throughout Victoria (Milburn, 2010). In 1894, Bastow was 
retrenched from the PWD due to the Depression, at which time he retired to Harcourt, near Castlemaine, where he 
built a modest house for his family. 

 
Sources 
Blake, L J (1973), Vision and realisation: a centenary history of state education in Victoria, Melbourne.  
Butler, Graeme & Associates, Context Pty Ltd (editors) (2011), Mornington Peninsula Shire Environmental History. 
Context Pty Ltd (2009), Recognising the Heritage of Ranelagh, Conservation Management Plan for the Ranelagh 
Estate, Mount Eliza. 
Milburn, Caroline (2010), 'Bastow the builder's enduring legacy', The Age online, 
http://www.theage.com.au/national/education/bastow-the-builders-enduring-legacy-20101001-160pj.html, accessed 
April 2011. 
Moorhead, Leslie (1971), Mornington in the wake of Flinders, historical survey, North Melbourne. 
Moorhead, Leslie (1978), Centenary History of Mornington Primary School, 
Mornington. Rogers, Hunter (1961), The Early History of Mornington Peninsula, 
Melbourne. 
Spink, J A (1993), Australian Dictionary of Biography, "Stewart Henry Bastow", 
http://adbonline.anu.edu.au/biogs/A130154b.htm?hilite=henry%3Brobert%3Bbastow (accessed April 
2011). The Argus. 

 
 
Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
Mornington State School No 2033, at 25 Vale Street, Mornington, is situated front and centre at a large site now known 
as Mornington Primary School. The early school building, constructed between 1878 and the 1920s, is flanked by 
modest newer school buildings and behind it are large modern buildings. There is a row of cypress trees along the front 
(south) boundary of the site. 

 
The building appears to have been built in four stages (plus a small recent addition). 
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The first stage was the 1878 schoolhouse, constructed of orangey toned bricks in an English bond, with a band of 
polychromy at window-sill level. It sits proud of the rest of the building and is distinguished by a jerkin-head gable 
to the main roof and the front central gable. Each of the gables has a decorative bargeboard. The eaves are 
supported by triangular timber brackets. The front windows are narrow 4-over-4 sashes with a pointed arch, 
articulated with a continuous label-mould cum stringcourse. Windows on the side (east and west) elevations are in 
banks of rectangular windows below a flat concrete lintel. These windows are 6-over-6 with 6-pane highlights. 

 
The next stage appears to be a gabled section of 1908 at the rear. It is constructed of red brick in English bond, with a 
cream-brick band at the top of the plinth (NB: this detail is carried throughout the later additions). The large window 
has a cement render lintel ornamented by small scrolls, suggesting a pediment. The apex of the gable is jetted out on 
timber brackets and is half-timbered. 

 
There are two hipped-roof wings on the east and west sides of the 1908 gable, both built of hard red brick. It is 
known that the school was extended in 1924 and 1940, but the physical evidence is unclear. 

 
The eastern hipped wing has stylistic details in keeping with a 1924 date, in particular, a roughcast render band at the 
top of the walls. The windows are single rectangular 6-over-6 sashes with highlights. The brick is in a stretcher bond, 
indicating a cavity wall. 

 
The western hipped wing (plus a gable end on the northern elevation) is simpler in detail, suggesting a 1940s date. 
This section, however, is constructed in a solid English bond, like the earlier parts of the building. It has pairs and 
banks of four 6-over-6 windows with highlights (like those on the sides of the 1878 section). 

 
The final section is a small gabled section at the rear-west corner of the 1878 school. It has a simple bargeboard, 
English bond red brick, and small 4-pane windows beneath render lintels. On the south elevation is a rendered panel 
with the lettering: 'Mornington School No 2033.'. The lettering is plain in style but may indicate a 1920s date to this 
section. An open porch with a hipped roof has been added to the north end of this section in recent years. 

 
Alterations include re-roofing of the 1878 section with Marseilles tiles (it was probably slate originally), most 
likely during the inter-war period as part of one of the successive building campaigns. The base of this part of the 
building has also been rendered, possibly to hide damp problems. 
 
Recommended Management 

 
Conservation guidelines (General) 

 
Please refer to the Cultural Heritage Places Local Policy in the Mornington Peninsula Planning Scheme (Clause 
22.04 or as amended) for the heritage management guidelines for this place. 

 
Conservation guidelines (Specific) 

 
The following conservation action/s would be supported should the opportunity arise:- 
Removal of render to base of 1878 if this can be done without damaging the bricks. 

 
 
Comparative Analysis 

 
A review was made of early schools in Mornington Peninsula Shire that are already protected by the Heritage 
Overlay or have been recommended for it by previous studies (particularly the 1992 Shire of Flinders study). It was 
found that most nineteenth century schools in the Shire were small, timber buildings of a simple design. Even the 
nineteenth century sections of brick schools - the former Stony Creek School in Shoreham of the 1870s and the 
Hastings State School of 1872 - were very modest in their design. Windows were all rectangular, with multiple 
lights, and little or no ornament. The brick has been overpainted. 
 
Rye Primary School (HO98) is also a modest brick building of later date (1923) and not directly comparable. 

 
The former Sorrento State School (now L'Ecole) was built of local limestone with brick accents in 1892, but this 
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section of the school is also very simple in design. It now serves as a residence. 
 

In comparison, the 1878 section of the Mornington State School is a high-style Gothic Revival building with a high 
level of detail including polychrome brickwork, pointed-arch windows, decorative bargeboards and jerkin-head 
roofs. The facade is highly intact, apart from rendering to the base and replacement of the original roofing (probably 
slate) with terracotta tiles during the interwar period. 

 
Like other nineteenth century schools in the Shire, it has grown incrementally over time, with successive wings 
distinguishable by their architectural details. For example, a new wing was added to the Hastings State School in 
1913, and to the former Sorrento School in 1907. 

 
As there are no directly comparable school buildings in the Shire, comparative examples from Henry Bastow's 
enormous oeuvre were sought. It was found that the Mornington State School was a standard design of the Education 
Department, and identical ones were erected in Caulfield (1877, VHR H1708) and Whittlesea (1878, HO35). 

 
Of the three once-identical schools, all have been extended over time. The Bastow sections of the Caulfield and 
Whittlesea schools have been somewhat overshadowed by later additions that sit proud of the original building. Of 
the three, Whittlesea is the most intact - still retaining its slate roof - with Mornington a close second. Caulfield, on 
the other hand, has both a replacement terracotta tiles roof, and the two side windows to the facade have been 
replaced by large banks of three 4-over-4 rectangular sash windows. 

 
In her assessment of the Whittlesea school, Meredith Gould (1990) writes:- 

 
They [Whittlesea and Caulfield] are both unusual for their use of hipped gables [jerkin head]as the prominent roof 
feature rather than the common gable end wall seen almost universally on City schools in the 1870s and 1880s. . Their 
form seems to be somewhere between the standard City gable design with the extensively hipped roof solutions with 
verandahs which were used for Country locations such as Avoca State School (1877). Where hipped gable [jerkin head] 
roofs are used on other City Schools they are secondary elements, such as at Brighton by Terry and Oakden. At 
Whittlesea it is the principal feature of the roof. (City of Whittlesea Heritage Study, 1990) 
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Statement of Significance 
 

What is significant? 
The former Mornington State School No. 2033 (now Mornington Primary School), at 25 Vale Street, Mornington, to 
the extent of its 1878 to 1940 fabric, is significant. The frontispiece and first section of the school to be built has 
polychrome brick walls, pointed-arch windows, jerkinheads to the roof and decorative timber bargeboards. Later 
sections are of red face brick. The 1908 rear gable is jettied with half-timbering, and the window has a cement render 
lintel ornamented by small scrolls, suggesting a pediment. 

 
How is it significant? 
The former Mornington State School No.2033 is of local architectural, historical and social significance to the  
Mornington Peninsula Shire. 

 
Why is it significant? 
It is of architectural significance for the use of a standard polychrome brick Gothic design by Education Department 
architect, Henry Bastow, for the 1878 school, that is distinguished by the use of jerkin-head gables, which is highly 
intact apart from re-roofing, and which retains its visual prominence on the site, instead of being subsumed by later 
additions. It is also unusual for the survival of all the small Gothic windows to the facade, which were often enlarged 
at other early schools. The entire building is a representative example of a school which has developed from one 
room to a large suburban school with little alteration. (Criteria E, D, H) 

 
Historically, the 1878 school is an example of a school built in response to the 1872 Education Act which gave 
access to a free, compulsory and secular education. While a small building, the architectural quality and complexity 
of the design in comparison to other State schools on the Peninsula illustrates the central role of the township of 
Mornington during the nineteenth century. The successive extensions of the first half of the twentieth century are 
important for their physical manifestation of the growth of Mornington's population during this period and of the 
changing needs of families. (Criterion A) 

 
Socially, the school has operated continuously for over 130 years, making it a local landmark and centre of 
the community. (Criterion G) 

 
Recommendations 2012 

 
External Paint Controls 
Internal Alteration 
Controls Tree Controls 
Fences & Outbuildings 
Prohibited Uses May Be Permitted 
Incorporated Plan 
Aboriginal Heritage Place 

 
 
 
Other Recommendations 
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Name 
Address 

 
HOUSE 
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History and Historical Context 
 

Locality History 
By the early twentieth century Mornington was established as the main civic and commercial centre on the Peninsula. 
However, it was still a relatively small town, with a population that swelled during the summer months as 
holidaymakers came south from Melbourne. In the first decade of the twentieth century the Progress Association 
focused on beautifying Mornington to encourage tourism and in 1902 planted trees and shrubs in Queen Street and the 
railway reserve. In 1904 the association distributed Sugar Gums to residents, planted gums in Albert Street and seven 
thousand tea-trees on the foreshore between Mills Beach and Marina Cove. Local attractions included bathing 
beaches, croquet clubs, bowling clubs, a new golf club and many parks including Mornington Park, gazetted as a 
public park in 1863 and a much-loved picnic spot (Context 2009:9-10, Moorhead 1971:63). 

 
The town grew steadily and houses were in 'great demand' in the years just prior to World War I. Most were built on 
the speculative subdivisions that had remained largely undeveloped since the late nineteenth century. A newspaper 
article noted that: 

 
Although many homes have been erected at Mornington recently, there are still a great number of the residents 
waiting to be accommodated. The principal reason of the great demand is that owners prefer letting their houses 
furnished to visitors rather than unfurnished to a constant tenant. (Mornington Standard, 20 April 1912, p.2) 

 
Two key factors influenced the development of Mornington township after World War I. They were improved 
transport links and the creation of a permanent reticulated water supply. Train services improved with the 
electrification of the line to Frankston by 1922, and after the formation of the Country Roads Board in 1913 the Point 
Nepean Road from Melbourne, via Frankston, improved vastly. While transport improvements led to an increase in 
the numbers of daytrippers and holiday stays it was the introduction of the permanent water supply to the Mornington 
Peninsula in 1921, which resulted in a wave of suburban development that increased the number of permanent 
residents in the town. The growth of Melbourne accelerated after World War I and Mornington shared the boom 
economy of the early 1920s, with private estates providing 3,000 building blocks in 1922. Between 1920 and 1930 
the population of Mornington township almost doubled, rising from 1100 to 2100 (Moorhead 1971:151-2, 166, 186, 
191; Argus 31/12/1937:6; VMD). 

 
In the 1930s, despite the Depression which affected all of Australia with unemployment, The Argus (1938:16; 
1937:7) reported the rise in popularity of holiday homes in Mornington as a result of good roads that offered better 
access to areas, and the attraction of a long-term stay, especially over the summer period (Moorhead 1971:198). A 
newspaper article noted that: 

 
Because most owners find that they can occupy them for many weeks at a time .. they are building holiday homes 
of a more substantial nature and possessing an attractive appearance.(The Argus, 8 September 1938, p.16) 

 
Place history 
This house at 5 Wellington Street, Mornington was built by 1925 for Harold Sudgen Rudduck, a surveyor, who had 
purchased the property in October 1923 (Title 4699/712). The Mornington Shire rate books confirm that in 1925, H.S. 
Rudduck, surveyor, was the owner of a house and land (part of Barrett's subdivision) on Wellington Street (RB). After 
27 years of ownership, Rudduck sold the house and land to Charles Edward Adams in March 1950 (Title 4699/712). 
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Sources 
Land Victoria, Certificate of Title, as cited above 
Context Pty Ltd (2009), Recognising the Heritage of Ranelagh, Conservation Management Plan for the Ranelagh 
Estate, Mount Eliza 
Moorhead, Leslie (1971), Mornington in the wake of Flinders, historical survey, North Melbourne 
Rate Book (RB), Mornington Shire, VPRS 11016/P1/Unit 43, 1925 entry 929 
The Argus 
Victorian Municipal Directory (VMD), 1920 pp. 533-4, 1930 pp. 624-6 

 
 
Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
This is a gable-fronted inter-war bungalow with major and minor gables, constructed in brick, with Arts and Crafts 
influences. The windows are double hung sash with multi-paned upper sashes, which are paired in the main 
elevation. There are three tall brick chimneys with rendered tops and terracotta flues. Notable detailing includes the 
stained timber shingles to the gable ends, the flat-roof verandah that extends across the full width of the facade and 
is supported by paired posts set into tall rendered piers with brick detailing and unusual arched niches. The house is 
set back behind a front garden with recent plantings. 

 
The house is in good condition and the high level of integrity when viewed from Wellington Street including original 
finishes such as the natural cement render and stained shingles, is notable. Additions made at the rear including a 
garage are sympathetic and are not visually intrusive. The reproduction woven wire fence at the front is sympathetic 
to the era of the house. 

 
 

Recommended Management 
 

Conservation guidelines (General) 
 

Please refer to the Cultural Heritage Places Local Policy in the Mornington Peninsula Planning Scheme (Clause 
22.04 or as amended) for the heritage management guidelines for this place. 

 
Conservation guidelines (Specific) 

 
None specified. 

 
 
Comparative Analysis 

 
As noted in the History, the connection of Mornington to a reticulated water supply by 1921 enabled the township to 
expand. As in the nineteenth century, the houses built between the wars ranged from substantial architect-designed 
residences, usually on the Esplanade or Beleura Hill, to more modest cottages and bungalows, many built on the 
nineteenth century subdivisions that had remained only partly developed. Existing late Edwardian or inter-war 
houses in the Heritage Overlay include:- 

 
• 22 Bath Street - Two storey house constructed of limestone masonry with Arts and Crafts detailing. Constructed 

in1923 by local builder Thomas Silling as his own residence (HO22). 
• 737 Esplanade 'Dunmoven' - c.1918 two storey Arts and Crafts house with fine detailing, designed 

by L.J. Flannagan (HO67).
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• 818 Esplanade - Well-detailed and intact two storey American Colonial style weatherboard house (HO340). 
• 819-20 Esplanade - 'Combe Martin', c.1935 large well-detailed Old English style brick house with terracotta 

shingle roof (HO76). 
• 832 Esplanade, 'Wilberton' - Two storey well detailed Old English style house commenced c.1918 and 

completed c.1938(HO77). 
• 6 Queen Street - Large well-detailed bungalow constructed in 1922 (HO212). 

 
This type of modest bungalow, most probably designed by a craftsman builder, is not currently represented in the 
Heritage Overlay. It compares with the following houses recommended by the 2011 Study for inclusion in the 
Heritage Overlay:- 

 
• 10 Caldwell Street. This is an intact bungalow that directly compares to this house. 
• 5 Turnbull Street. This is a very intact example of a possible State Savings Bank design house. 

 
Another comparison is the house at 3A Queen Street, however, at the time of the 2011 Study a development permit 
had been issued, which would result in the demolition of that house. 

 
Statement of Significance 

 
What is significant? 
The house, constructed c.1925, at 5 Wellington Street, Mornington to the extent of the inter-war form and 
fabric is significant. It is a gable-fronted inter-war bungalow, constructed in brick, with Arts and Crafts 
influences. The windows are double hung sash with multi-paned upper sashes, which are paired in the main 
elevation. There are three tall brick chimneys with rendered tops and terracotta flues. Notable detailing 
includes the stained timber shingles to the gable ends, the flat-roof verandah that extends across the full width 
of the facade and is supported by paired posts set into tall rendered piers with brick detailing and unusual 
arched niches. The high level of integrity when viewed from Wellington Street including original finishes such 
as the natural cement render and stained shingles, is integral to the significance of the place. 

 
The front and side fences, rear additions and garage are not significant. 

 
Why is it significant? 
The house at 5 Wellington Street, Mornington is of local architectural significance to Mornington Peninsula Shire. 

 
How is it significant? 
It is architecturally and aesthetically significant as a fine and well-detailed example of an inter-war bungalow, 
which is notable for the unusual and individual detailing, particularly to the verandah. The high degree of external 
intactness, which includes original finishes such as the natural render and stained timber shingles, when viewed 
from Wellington Street enhances the significance of the place. (Criteria D & E) 

 
 
 
 
Recommendations 2012 

 
External Paint Controls 
Internal Alteration 
Controls Tree Controls 
Fences & Outbuildings 
Prohibited Uses May Be Permitted 
Incorporated Plan 
Aboriginal Heritage Place 
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT 
 

 
Name 
Address 

 
Classroom building (former Parkdale PS) 
1 Wooralla Drive Mount Eliza (part) 

 
 
Significance Level 

 
 
Local 

Place Type 
Citation Date 

School - State (public) 
2012 

  

 
 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                
 VHR No HI No PS Yes 
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Recommended 
Heritage Protection 

 

VHR No  
HI No  
PS Yes 

 
History and Historical Context 

 
Locality History 

 
Mount Eliza was named after the wife of Captain Hobson of HMS Rattlesnake, which brought Captain Lonsdale to Port 
Phillip (Rogers, 1961:21). 

 
The Shire of Mornington was surveyed in 1854 and in September of the same year the first auction sale of Crown 
lands was held in Mount Eliza (Mount Eliza Progress Association 1926:10). From its earliest days as a settlement, 
the Peninsula and Mount Eliza were advertised as a bayside resort and sanatorium. Even so, the area remained 
sparsely populated throughout the nineteenth century, as Moorhead (1971) describes:- 

 
Apart from the families who occupied the great houses, spaced almost regularly along the coastline, and the 
domestic and outdoor staff which they employed, the population of Mount Eliza consisted of only a few small 
farmers, fishermen and seasonal workers, even too poor to maintain a rural school. 

 
The scenic coastal vistas enticed others from Melbourne's elite to establish holiday houses or take up permanent 
residence on the Mornington Peninsula. The Newsletter of Australasia in June 1858 patriotically described its 
attractions, with the 'charming and varied shores and scenes of marine beauty which challenge the far-famed Bay of 
Naples'. A major advantage to the area as a holiday resort in the nineteenth century was the ease of access to the city 
of Melbourne, with bay steamers, omnibuses, daily coaches, the railway (arriving in Frankston in 1882 and 
Mornington in 1889), and later the improved roads (Moorhead 1971:119; Context 2009:9-10; Argus 24/12/1887:13, 
24/12/1887:13). 

 
There was a choice of watering-places that provided accommodation for visitors to the region, while the cliffs 
between Frankston and Schnapper Point became favored spots for Melbourne gentlemen to establish their summer 
houses in the nineteenth century, and this trend was carried into the twentieth and twenty-first centuries (Moorhead 
1971:117; Context 2009:9-10). 

 
 

Thematic Context 
 

The following is an extract from Butler's Mornington Peninsula Shire Environmental History (2011:130-1): 
 

The Board of National Education (New South Wales) was set up to encourage the establishment of an education 
system based on the Irish National System. The Board allocated public funds for the establishment of schools, 
supported by local residents who were responsible for the provision and maintenance of school buildings, school 
equipment and grounds. The Board however was responsible for the appointment of teachers. In 1852, the Colony of 
Victoria version of this Board (also known as the National School Board) was established. For a brief interim period 
following the separation of Victoria from New South Wales in 1851, the Denominational School Board was 
responsible for the conduct of National Schools. 

 
For religious schools, the Denominational School Board was appointed for 'the temporal regulation and inspection of 
the respective Denominational Schools of the Colony within the district of Port Phillip'. The Board distributed funds 
to denominational schools from an annual Parliamentary grant. 

 
The Education Act of 1872 changed the Colony's education radically, making school attendance compulsory for 
children between the ages of six and fifteen and, more importantly, making education in basic subjects free. 
Education was now free, secular and compulsory. School attendance increased by approximately fifty percent as soon 
as education became free and compulsory and government funding to denominational or church run schools ceased. 

 
On the Peninsula and elsewhere, the effort to establish schools and churches was often the first sign that a 
community was developing. Often schools would open and then close again, as numbers fell. Schools also often 
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moved as the focus of particular communities changed, with perhaps a shift in transport mode or the arrival of a new 
railway station. The precise initial location of a school in remote districts was itself often contentious, with travel 
often very difficult. 

 
By 1855 the first settlers at Schnapper Point realised the need for a school and in 1856 Mornington Boys Grammar 
was opened in a house on Vancouver Street. The head teacher, William Armstrong then took the students from 
Vancouver Street to a small school on Main Street, Mornington, which later became Schnapper Point Common 
School No. 567 in the early 1860s. By 1860 a Girls Grammar School was opened at 16 Barkly St, Mornington 
(Butler 2011:130-1; Moorhead 1978:10; Rogers 1961:22-23). 

 
Due to population expansion and the poor condition of the facilities at the Schnapper Point Commons School, the 
government school Mornington Primary School, on Vale Street, was opened in 1878. A number of small private 
schools were opened throughout this period, in local houses in the study area (Butler 2011:131; Moorhead 1978:10; 
Rogers 1961:22-23). 

 
The range of schools in Mount Eliza was a great incentive for families to move to the area. In the second half of the 
twentieth century, schools in the area included the Mount Eliza Primary School (1929), the Peninsula Anglican 
School (1960) and, later, Mount Eliza North Primary School (1979). There was also Toorak Ladies College which 
was established in 1928. Nearby, schools included Padua College, near St Macartan's in Mornington and a 
government high school in Frankston (Moorhead 1971:215). 

 
Place History 

 
The first Mount Eliza primary school began as Rural School No.101 in November 1871. This was located on a 290 
acre block in Mount Eliza, in a building belonging to the Church of England. In January 1874 the school became State 
School No.1368. Between 1882 and 1927 the school closed and reopened three times before permanently closing, 
after the leased building was declared unsafe.  In 1928, four acres on Wooralla Drive were purchased for £500.  In 
1929 a building was relocated from a school in Parkdale to Wooralla Drive, which became the existing Mount Eliza 
Primary School (Blake 1973:355). Blake's (1973:457) listing for Parkdale Primary School No.4171 (the only school in 
Parkdale during this period) does not record the relocation of removal of any buildings during this period, but does 
note that the State School 4171 opened in 1924 in a two classroom building. 
In November 1969 a library was built on the site and classrooms were added to a later wing. Further extensions in 1969- 
70 included a new wing of four brick-veneered classrooms, resulting in sixteen permanent classrooms in 1970 (Blake 
1973:355). 

 
Sources 
Blake, L J (1973), Vision and realisation: a centenary history of state education in Victoria, Volume 3, Melbourne. 
Butler, Graeme & Associates, Context Pty Ltd (editors) (2011), Mornington Peninsula Shire Environmental History. 
Context Pty Ltd (2009), Recognising the Heritage of Ranelagh, Conservation Management Plan for the Ranelagh 
Estate, Mount Eliza. 
Mount Eliza Progress Association (1926), The early history of Mount Eliza on the Mornington Peninsula, 
http://www.slv.vic.gov.au/vicpamphlets/inter/966251.shtml, accessed Dec 2011. 
Moorhead, Leslie (1971), Mornington in the wake of Flinders, historical survey, North Melbourne.  
Rogers, Hunter (1961), The Early History of Mornington Peninsula, Melbourne.  
The Argus. 
 
Description 
 
Physical Description 

 
The former Parkdale School is situated at the south-east corner of the Mount Eliza Primary School site, in a 
prominent position. 

 
The weatherboard building comprises two sections, an ornate gable-fronted building at the front, and a lower, smaller 
and simpler wing with a cross-gable roof. This rear section may have been constructed once the c.1910 front section 
was moved to this site from Parkdale. 

 
The front section is dominated by a large bank of five 9-over-9 windows beneath a bank of 6-pane highlights jettied 
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out over decorative timber brackets. There is a bank of three rectangular louvred vents in the apex of the slightly 
jettied gable. The weatherboards below window-sill level are notched to look like shingles (on all sides of the 
building). 

 
The original entrance appears to be at the front of the west elevation. It is a ledged door with six lights beneath a 
half- timbered hood supported on curved timber brackets. There is a modern entrance at the back of this elevation 
which imitates the details (though using double doors and a small verandah on posts instead of a hood). At the 
centre of the elevation is a recent chimney built of salvaged red bricks. 

 
The gable of the rear section sits proud of the front section. This elevation has two square 4-pane windows 
beneath a louvred vent in the gable. There is a round metal ventilator at the apex of the roof, typical of the inter-
war period. 

 
Both sections of the building have been recently reroofed in corrugated metal, and a wide deck has been constructed 
on the west side of the building. 

 
It is generally in good condition, though the east and north elevations need painting. 

 
 
 

Recommended Management 
 
Conservation guidelines (General) 

 
Please refer to the Cultural Heritage Places Local Policy in the Mornington Peninsula Planning Scheme (Clause 
22.04 or as amended) for the heritage management guidelines for this place. 

 
Conservation guidelines (Specific) 

 
None specified 

 
 
Comparative Analysis 

 
The school can be compared to other timber schoolhouses from the first quarter of the twentieth century. One such 
local school has been identified in the Shire on the Heritage Victoria Hermes database. 

 
The Moorooduc Primary School No 2327 (National Trust file only) appears to have been built early in the twentieth 
century, in two gabled sections. It is quite plain in detail. 

 
In comparison, the former Parkdale, now Mount Eliza, Primary School is of a similar size to these two schools but 
has a higher standard of detail, with the jettied highlight windows and half-timbered door hood, both supported on 
decorative timber brackets. 
 
The Rye Primary School (HO98) is comparable in date, having been built in 1923. However this is of concrete 
construction with a large bank of windows to the gable end. The apex of the gable is accented with timber shingles, 
showing the influence of the California Bungalow style. 
 

 
 
Statement of Significance 

 
What is significant? 
Mount Eliza Primary School (former Parkdale Schoolhouse), at 1 Wooralla Drive, Mount Eliza, to the extent of its 
pre-1930s fabric. The gabled timber building, moved to this site in 1929, is clad in plain and notched weatherboards. 
The bank of mulitpane windows to the gable end sit below jettied highlights resting on timber brackets. The entrance 
door is set below a half-timbered hood, also resting on brackets. 

 
How is it significant? 
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Yes 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 

 

Mount Eliza Primary School (former Parkdale Schoolhouse) is of local architectural, historical and social significance 
to Mornington Peninsula Shire. 

 
Why is it significant? 
Architecturally, as a representative example of a high-quality Department of Education design for a timber 
schoolhouse, distinguished by its intactness and detailing such as the jettied highlight windows and half-timbered door 
hood. (Criterion D) 

 
Historically, as a physical manifestation of the development of the Mount Eliza State School which had 
operated out of inadequate leased premises since 1882, until acquiring this building from Parkdale State School. 
(Criterion A) 

 
Socially, the school has operated out of this building continuously for over 80 years, making it a local landmark 
and centre of the community. (Criterion G) 

 
 
 
 
Recommendations 2012 

 
External Paint Controls 
Internal Alteration 
Controls Tree Controls 
Fences & Outbuildings 
Prohibited Uses May Be Permitted 
Incorporated Plan 
Aboriginal Heritage Place 
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Ranelagh Residential – Modernist Styles  
 
Citation by Built Heritage Pty Ltd 2013 
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT 
 
 
Name 
 
Address  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Place Type 
 
Significance Level 
 
Citation Date 

Ranelagh Residential – Modernist Styles 
 
52 Canadian Bay Road 
4-6, 35 Rannoch Avenue 
20 Ravenscourt Avenue 
5, 15, 29 Rendlesham Avenue 
28 Roehampton Crescent 
51 Rosserdale Crescent 
75 Wimborne Avenue 
 
Residential Group 
 
Local 
 
29 April 2013 (revised 4 July 2013 and 30 June 2014) 

 
List of Places in the RANELAGH GROUP - MODERNIST STYLES 
 

Place 
No 

Street address House name Date HO No Architect 

1 52 Canadian Bay Road Hamilton-Smith 
House 

c.1969 - Andrew Reed & Associates 

2 4-6 Rannoch Avenue Dikstein House 
(Jutorua) 

c.1954 HO361 
(Interim) 

Dr Ernest Fooks 

3 35 Rannoch Avenue Grounds House 
(The Ship) 

c.1934 HO216 Roy Grounds 

4 20 Ravenscourt Crescent Anderson House c.1958 - Age/RVIA Small Homes Service (V343) 

5 5 Rendlesham Avenue Knight House c.1966 - Contemporary Homes Pty Ltd (Robin 
Boyd) 

6 15 Rendlesham Avenue Perry House c.1953 - Esmond Dorney 

7 29 Rendlesham Avenue Ramsay House c.1937 HO217 Roy Grounds (extended by Fred 
Romberg) 

8 28 Roehampton 
Crescent 

Morison House c.1962 - Harry A & Frank L Norris 

9 51 Rosserdale Crescent Wade House 
(Tal Tal) 

c.1951 HO223 Robin Boyd (extended by Rhys Hopkins) 

10 75 Wimborne Avenue Cathcart House c.1968 - Chancellor & Patrick 
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History and Historical Context 
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Brief History of Ranelagh Estate 
 
The history of the Ranelagh Estate at Mount Eliza is well documented in several sources, and will 
only be summarized here to provide a context for the more detailed discussion of the development of 
modern residential architecture on the Estate from the 1930s to the 1970s. The following text has been 
adapted from the “History of Ranelagh Estate” included in citations prepared by Context Pty Ltd. 
 
In September 1922, 146 acres of farmland on the south side of Boundary Road (now Canadian Bay 
Road) at Mount Eliza was acquired by Sequoia Pty Ltd, a development company that had been 
formed earlier that year by John Taylor and John Sharp (managing directors of John Sharp and Sons, 
timber merchants, of South Melbourne) in conjunction with their solicitor, J.W. McComas. Early the 
following year, the company acquired a further 285 acres that included an existing house, Nyora 
(1888) and its outbuildings.  Further land was purchased in 1924, bringing the total holdings to 770 
acres. 
 
Sequoia Pty Ltd subsequently engaged architects Walter and Marion Griffin, in conjunction with 
surveyor Saxil Tuxen, to prepare a subdivision plan for the land. As they had done in several similar 
estates, the Griffins proposed a series of curving roadways that closely followed the contours of the 
land, thus allowing each block to have a view of the bay. Many of the residential allotments opened at 
the rear onto communal recreation reserves, and there was also an area set aside, at the entrance to the 
Estate, for retail and commercial development. Marketed as a ‘miniature seaside garden city’, the new 
Estate of 795 allotments was released for private sale in 1924.  The promoters initially offered a 
house-and-land package, which would include a house erected by Sharp and Taylor and, often, 
designed by architect Harold Desbrowe-Annear. A potent selling point was that each resident would 
automatically become a member of the Ranelagh Club, which was incorporated in July 1926. The 
club would serve as the community focus for the entire Estate, and also as the controlling body for 
recreational reserves and other common property. Its facilities included a polo ground and tennis 
courts as well as a clubhouse. 
 
With land sales proving slow, the original concept was altered in 1928.  Over the next decade or so, 
until development was curtailed by the World War II, many houses were erected at Ranelagh, albeit 
concentrated towards the north-eastern or seaside end of the Estate. These were designed in a range of 
fashionable historicist architectural styles of the era, and, in some more prominent cases, even 
represented the work of noted society architects such as Percy Meldrum. This retard-etaire approach 
continued into the early post-war period. 
 
History and Description – Ranelagh Group (Modernist Style) 
 
In a slender architectural guidebook published for visitors to the Melbourne Olympic Games in 1956, 
it was stated that ‘the Ranelagh Estate at Mount Eliza is commonly credited with being the birthplace 
of Melbourne's modern movement’ (Ward 1956:45). This seemingly bold claims stands up to close 
scrutiny when one considers that the first few modern houses on the Estate were all completed in 1934 
– the year that Robin Boyd identified as the start of ‘The Revolution’ i.e. the onset of the modern 
movement in Victoria (Boyd 1947:17). This era was marked by such public buildings as the 
MacRobertson Girls' High School by Seabrook and Fildes and the Milky Way milk bar in Little 
Collins Street by Mewton and Grounds, and, in the residential sphere, by the George Stooke House in 
Brighton, also by Mewton and Grounds. These partnerships – both formed in 1933 – typified what 
Boyd referred to as the ’new firms of young architects who were ready and anxious to produce 
architecture without pretence; to put into practice the more advanced theories that had been preached 
for so many years in the textbooks’ (Boyd 1947:17). 
 
It is thus significant that the first modernist houses at Ranelagh should include examples by both these 
ground-breaking firms.  Seabrook and Fildes designed a house (since demolished) for dentist Dr 
Arthur Leigh Jones at 31 Ravenscourt Crescent (Johnson 2013), while Roy Grounds built a celebrated 
house for himself at 35 Rannoch Avenue. The latter was a simple two-bedroom weekender with plain 
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cement sheet cladding, horizontal strapping, porthole windows, large windows, French doors and a 
roped-off sun-deck at the upper level. Much lauded at the time, the house was dubbed by the 
Australian Home Beautiful, as a ‘ship aground at Ranelagh’; the nickname stuck, and it remains 
known as The Ship today (Auld 1934). Only a few years later, Grounds honed his modernist approach 
in a second house at Ranelagh, designed for Thomas and Bettine Ramsay at nearby 29 Rendlesham 
Avenue (1937). Similarly expressed as a small-scaled and partially two-storey dwelling with upstairs 
sun-deck, it was distinguished by a more regionalist expression with horizontal timber cladding, low-
pitched gabled roof, timber-framed windows and a spiral staircase.  As one of the last houses that 
Grounds designed while in partnership with Geoffrey Mewton, its impact was to resonate at Ranelagh 
for some time.  Musing on the local influence of the house, Neil Clerehan pointed out that ’natural 
boarding (with literally no further treatment) covered many houses built in the first boom on the 
Ranelagh Estate at Mount Eliza’ (Clerehan 1958). 
 
While Roy Grounds was the first architect to actually build a house for himself at Ranelagh, he was 
pre-dated by several others who had already purchased land there by 1933. The first of these appears 
to have been Harry R Johnson (1892-1954), who acquired land as early as 1926 although it was not 
until 1934 that he built his single-storey weekender at 2 Wimbledon Avenue (since much altered) 
using concrete blocks made on site (Johnson 2013). With its flat roof, bracketed eaves and front porch 
with massive capped pillars, the house was more evocative of the stripped-down Prairie School style 
of Walter Burley Griffin than the European-flavoured modernism of Roy Grounds.  Still, Johnson's 
modest dwelling demonstrated not only the ongoing development of progressive residential 
architecture at Ranelagh, but also the appeal that the Estate had for architects who wanted to build 
there themselves. Fellow practitioners who bought land there during this early period included A.C. 
Leith (of Leith and Bartlett), who acquired Lot 79 (15 Ravenscourt Crescent) in 1930; Otto Yuncken, 
who acquired Lot 44 (63 Rannoch Avenue) in February 1933, and Clifford Cummings, who 
purchased Lots 62 and 63 (12-14 Rannoch Avenue) in August 1933. While none of these three ever 
did build on the Estate, Yuncken and Cummings at least retained ownership of their land well into the 
post-war period. For his part, Harry Johnson became so enamoured of Ranelagh that he ceased using 
his flat-roofed concrete block weekender from December 1937, when he acquired Ravenscourt, a 
larger and grander pre-war house timber at 21-23 Ravenscourt Crescent. Even Roy Grounds would 
find himself back in Ranelagh again from 1941, after he married the divorced Bettine Ramsay and 
moved into the house in Rendlesham Avenue that he had designed for her some four years earlier. 
 
The onset of the World War II, and specifically the associated government-imposed restrictions on 
labour, materials and the size of private houses, significantly curtailed residential development from 
the early 1940s, and holiday houses at Ranelagh were no exception.  When construction resumed 
towards the end of the decade, there was a tendency towards a more conservative approach to 
architectural design; rather than following the progressive modernist lead established by Roy 
Grounds, Seabrook and Fildes and Harry Johnson in the mid-1930s, the earliest post-war houses at 
Ranelagh harked back to the historicist stylings that had characterised the Estate during the 1920s.  
For example, the large two-storey house that businessman William Bates built in 1947-48 on a double 
block at 12-14 Roehampton Crescent was in a somewhat old fashioned mode, being of red brick 
construction with a gabled tile-clad roof and double-hung windows. Yet, ironically, the house appears 
to have been the work of a leading modern architect Harold Selwyn Bates (1909-1989) of Bates Smart 
and McCutcheon, who was the client's first cousin. 
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This same tendency is evident in several other architect-designed houses that were built on the Estate 
in the late 1940s, including the colonial-style weatherboard dwelling that architect John Hughes 
Beckwith (1993) built for himself at 17-19 Rendlesham Avenue in 1949-50. Another example at 5-7 
Ranelagh Drive (since demolished), built as a permanent residence for Arthur Burge and also dating 
from 1949-50, was expressed externally in a similarly retard-etaire fashion, with white-painted 
weatherboard cladding, a tile-clad gabled roof and windows with louvred shutters. This house was 
designed by Edward F Billson (1892-1986) who, like Harold Selwyn Bates, was actually one of 
Melbourne's leading exponents of the modernist style at that time.  But while the exterior of the Burge 
House was admittedly retrogressive, its internal planning and fitout were wholly modernist; it was 
later described by the Australian Home Beautiful as ‘a twentieth century house, planned to suit the 
needs of today while retaining outside a flavour of tradition’ (Adams 1952). As such, the house 
effectively marked the transition between conservative and progressive residential architecture at 
Ranelagh. 
 
It was not until the early 1950s that the first truly modern post-war houses appeared at Ranelagh. Two 
noted examples, both dating from 1951 and both in Rendlesham Avenue, were the Frank Berger 
House (Maritimo) at No 28, designed by Plaisted, Warner and Brendel (which has since been either 
demolished or altered beyond recognition) and the Elizabeth Wade House (Tal Tal) at No 51, 
designed by Robin Boyd. These two dwellings had much in common: double-storey dwellings of a 
simple rectilinear form with low skillion roofs, broad eaves, vertical timber cladding and open 
undercrofts below. Oriented towards bay views, the houses had living areas at the upper level, with 
generous glazing (full-width window bays at Tal Tal, and a full-height window wall at Maritimo) and 
sun-decks or balconies (Adams 1951). These characteristics would recur in architect-designed holiday 
houses at Ranelagh through the 1950s - not only in comparable elevated two-storey dwellings, but 
also single storey counterparts. In 1952, architects Mockridge, Stahle and Mitchell designed a small 
weekender for David Dunlop at 40 Canadian Bay Road, with a low gabled roof and weatherboard 
cladding (harking back, to some extent, to Roy Ground's Ramsay House of 1937) with full-height 
windows opening onto a raised terrace. Around the same time time, an especially striking holiday 
house was erected at 15 Rendlesham Avenue for Albert Perry. Designed by architect Esmond Dorney 
(who, back in the late 1930s, designed Perry's permanent residence at Moonee Ponds), this house had 
a flat roof, broad eaves and windows in a Mondrian-esque pattern evoking the International Style 
(Dorney 1996). Even more evocative of that idiom was the larger two-storey house at 4-6 Rannoch 
Avenue, designed in 1954 for businessman Walter Dikstein by Austrian emigre Dr Ernest Fooks. 
 
Thus, by the mid-1950s, Ranelagh was already established as an epicentre for fine architect-designed 
houses. The quoted comment from the 1956 Olympic games guidebook – ie, Ranelagh as ‘the 
birthplace of Melbourne's modern movement’ – was followed by the comment that ‘architects whose 
work can be found in this area include Roy Grounds, Godfrey Spowers, Hughes, Mewton and Lobb; 
Guilford Bell; Mockridge, Stahle and Mitchell; Robin Boyd; Chancellor and Patrick; and Bates, Smart 
and McCutcheon’. (Ward 1956:45) While houses designed by all these architects have not yet been 
conclusively identified at Ranelagh (some, indeed, may have been located just outside the official 
boundaries of the Estate –two are confirmed to have been on the other side of Canadian Bay Road), it 
is sufficient to demonstrate the area's growing reputation for modern residential architecture. Indeed, 
such was the extent of development that Argus property columnist Harry Perrott, also writing in 1956, 
observed that ’Ranelagh has developed so that the few blocks left near the beach would sell from 
£600 to £1,200, according to outlook’ (Perrott 1956). The real estate pages of that same newspaper 
were often peppered with references to modern houses for sale at Ranelagh. Random examples 
included a ‘superb ultra-modern two-storey varnished timber residence’ (16/4/55:27) in an 
undisclosed location, a ‘glorious two- storey contemporary home’ in Wimbledon Avenue 
(27/9/55:15), a ‘charming modern triple-fronted white timber villa’ in Rutland Avenue (3/3/56:23), a 
‘new elevated tiled 3-bedroom cream BV home, built three years’, also in Rutland Avenue 
(10/3/56:24), and an ‘attractive modern brick residence’ in Rannoch Avenue (8/12/56:32). As exact 
street addresses were seldom cited in such adverts, most of these houses cannot be conclusively 
located. 
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By the end of the 1950s, there had been a decisive shift at Ranelagh as the erection of holiday houses 
gave way to dwellings for year-round occupation. Although a few more architect-designed holiday 
houses appeared there in the late-1950s and early-1960s, the pattern was rather less widespread than it 
had been from the late-1940s to mid-1950s. Examples included a notable elevated modernist house at 
33 Wimborne Avenue, designed in 1958 for Austrian-born hairdresser Karl Reiger, by architect (and 
fellow Austrian emigre) Hugh Schroeder. A few years later, in 1962, a similarly striking holiday 
house was built at 28 Roehampton Avenue by Joseph Cooper Morison, managing director of the 
prominent building firm of Morisons Pty Ltd. To design the house, Morison turned to architects H.A. 
and F.L. Norris, with whom his company had previously been associated on at least one major 
building project in the city. 
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Figure 1:  Roy Grounds on the balcony of the Ramsay 
House, at 29 Rendlesham Avenue, that he designed in 
1937 (source: R Boyd, Victorian Modern) 
 

 
 
Figure 3: The Berger House (Maritimo) at 28 
Rendlesham Ave by Plaisted, Warner & Brendel, 1951 
(demolished?) (source: Australian Home Beautiful, 
September 1951) 
 

 
 
Figure 5: The Dikstein House at 4-6 Rannoch Avenue 
by Dr Ernest Fooks, 1954-56 (Source: Architecture & 
Arts, February 1957) 

 
Figure 2: The Burge House at 5-7 Ranelagh Drive by 
Edward Fielder Billson, 1949 (demolished) (source: 
Australian Home Beautiful, July 1952) 
 

 
 
Figure 4: The Dunlop House at 42 Canadian Bay Road 
by Mockridge, Stahle & Mitchell, 1952-53 (source: 
Australian House & Garden, January 1954) 
 

 
 
Figure 6: The Bramwell-Smith House at 140 Rutland 
Avenue by Chancellor & Patrick, 1964 (demolished) 
(source: Peter Wille Slide Collection, State Library of 
Victoria) 
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A parallel development from the mid-1950s was the emergence of houses at Ranelagh that, while 
designed by architects and marketed as holiday dwellings, were off-the-shelf designs rather than one-
off commissions. This was pioneered in Victoria (if not Australia) by the Small Homes Service 
(S.H.S.) run by the Age newspaper in conjunction with the Royal Victorian Institute of Architects 
(R.V.I.A.), formed in 1947 with Robin Boyd as its first director.  For a modest fee, potential home-
builders could purchase plans and specifications to erect one of a range of house designs, prepared 
anonymously by noted Melbourne architects. An example appeared at Ranelagh in 1958, when Dr 
Charlotte Anderson, a leading paediatric specialist, built a weekender at 20 Ravenscourt Crescent 
using S.H.S. design V343 (Figure 8). Project housing in the private sector was initiated by 
Contemporary Homes Pty. Ltd., which, in 1955, introduced a standard dwelling known as the 
‘Peninsula’ house – in name alone, an acknowledgement of its suitability for the region.  Designed by 
Robin Boyd, the ’Peninsula’ was the first of several plans that Boyd would produce for the firm. 
Although his association abruptly ended after a dispute over royalties, the firm continued, for over a 
decade, to offer standard dwellings adapted from Boyd's work. Several project houses by 
Contemporary Homes Pty’ Ltd’ are known to have been built at Ranelagh, including an early 
‘Peninsula’ at 60 Wimborne Avenue (1956; since demolished) and an example of the later ‘Colorado’ 
at 5 Rendlesham Avenue (1966), which, despite its late date, was clearly based on a much earlier 
Boyd design. 
 
Long-time Ranelagh resident Harry R’ Johnson died in 1954, but the trend of architects living on the 
Estate continued.  In 1955, Roy Grounds' former home at 29 Rendlesham Avenue was acquired by 
Frederick Romberg (1913-1992), who had formed a partnership with Grounds (and Boyd) two years 
before. Over the years, Romberg made changes to the house, which remained in the family's 
ownership until as recently as 2006 (and is now owned by Grounds' daughter Victoria, also an 
architect). A few others designed houses for themselves at Ranelagh during this time.  In 1956, 
architect and returned servicemen Duncan Caporn (1922-2009) acquired Lot 758 (now 4 Rugby 
Court) from his mother, Annie, and, funded by the War Service Homes Scheme, had designed and 
built a modest and unprepossessing weatherboard house for himself (since altered) by the end of that 
year. Three years later, architect John Harding Butler (1904-1968) moved to Ranelagh. A nephew of 
the more well-known Walter R. Butler (to whom he had been articled in the early 1920s), he boasted 
an impressive pre-war career that included experience in London and New York. After a stint in 
Queensland, Butler returned to Melbourne in 1952 and initially lived in Tower Road, Mount Eliza. He 
undertook a number of projects in the local area including some alterations and additions to a timber 
cottage in Roehampton Crescent (Argus, 5/12/53:32). In 1955, he and his wife Shelagh acquired land 
at 32 Wimbledon Avenue and built a permanent residence (including a drawing office) in 1959-60.  A 
few years later, in 1964, the husband and wife architectural partnership of James and Karina Webb 
moved into the nearby house at 38 Wimbledon Avenue, which was owned by Webb's parents (Webb 
2013). The couple lived (and maintained their practice) there for several years, during which time they 
undertook several projects on the Mornington Peninsula and even carried out some drafting work for 
their neighbour John Butler. 
 
It was also in the mid-1960s that architect Hub Waugh (1901-1969) moved to Ranelagh, occupying an 
existing house at 49 Rosserdale Crescent. Waugh, who had then recently retired from a long-held 
teaching position in the Faculty of Architecture at the University of Melbourne, resided at Ranelagh 
until his death. Another retired architect, Austin Bramwell-Smith (1898-1975) also moved onto the 
Estate in the mid-1960s; however, rather than designing a house for himself, he and his wife Marjorie 
engaged the leading firm of Chancellor and Patrick, which designed a striking A-framed house at 140 
Rutland Avenue (since demolished).  Another architect resident of the Estate during this period was 
Phillip Pearce (1904-1982). A senior partner in the prominent post-war firm of Bates, Smart and 
McCutcheon for over thirty years, Pearce designed a house himself at 135 Rutland Avenue in 1966. 
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Figure 7:  Plan V343 of the Age/RVIA Small Homes Service, an example of which was built in Ravenscourt 
Crescent in 1958 (source: Age, 24 November 1958) 
 
 

 
 
Figure 8: Aerial view of Ranelagh Estate in the 1960s, showing contrast between modernist and more 
traditional style dwellings (source: Mornington Peninsula Shire) 
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The late 1960s saw the appearance of a few more smart architect-designed houses at Ranelagh. An idiosyncratic 
house of clinker brick and bluestone was erected at 52 Canadian Bay Road for the Hamilton-Smith family of 
Toorak, to the design of prodigious young architect Andrew Reed, who had then only recently commenced 
practice. Around the same time, a two-storey brick house at 75 Wimborne Avenue was erected for Colin 
Cathcart, manager of the Frankston branch of the National Bank, to the design of Chancellor and Patrick – 
which, in contrast to newcomer Andrew Reed, was then on the verge of closing its branch office on the 
Mornington Peninsula after more than fifteen years. Fittingly, this also marked the end of an era for the theme 
of architect-designed modernist houses at Ranelagh.  Although a few more appeared in the 1970s, these tended 
to be standardised project houses intended for permanent residences, rather than one-off commissions for 
holiday homes. This later phase is typified by a project house at 19 Wimborne Avenue, which was built by Inge 
Brothers to the design of architect David Dalrymple (1970), and another at 23 Wimbledon Avenue, intended as 
a display house for Haggerty Homes Pty Ltd (1975), designed by John Rouse. Far from being evocative 
expressions of seaside holiday house architecture, these later examples were more typical of the suburban 
dwellings then proliferating across the metropolitan area – an indication that Ranelagh was no longer the 
seaside vacation resort that it had been for five decades, but was becoming part of Melbourne's suburban 
sprawl. 
 
Sources 
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Research”, report prepared for the Mornington Peninsula Shire, 4 July 2013. 
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1326) and 2 Wimbledon Avenue (ID No 0264). 
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Context Pty Ltd with Winsome Callister, “Chancellor & Patrick Architects: Desktop Study”, dated 7 December 
2012.  
James Webb, architect (telephone interview, 27 March 2013) 
Shire of Mornington Rate Books, PROV, VPRS 13665/P1, Units 61 (1949-54), 69 (1955-60) and 84 (1961-65) 
Shire of Mornington Property Files (various). Now held by Mornington Peninsula Shire. 
 
Recommended Management 
 
Conservation guidelines (General) 
 
Please refer to the Cultural Heritage Places Local Policy in the Mornington Peninsula Planning Scheme (Clause 
22.04 or as amended) for the heritage management guidelines for this place. 
 
Conservation guidelines (Specific) 
 
As most of the houses included in the modernist group were designed to maximise views to the bay, the 
following should be taken into consideration when considering additions to these houses: 
 
• Large windows oriented towards the bay (and especially full-height window walls) should remain 

unobstructed; 
• Balconies, sun-decks, porches and terraces oriented towards the bay should not be enclosed or infilled; 
• Undercrofts beneath elevated houses should preferably not be infilled unless this is done in a sympathetic 

fashion (eg by setback) that allows the undercroft to remain interpreted as such; 
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• Where appropriate, new additions should be located on the inland, rather than the seaward, side of these 
houses (ie except in cases where the inland side is the street frontage). 

 
 
Statement of Significance 
 
What is Significant? 
 
The Ranelagh Residential Group (Modernist Style) comprises fourteen houses erected over four decades from 
the mid-1930s to the late 1960s – a period that corresponds with what might be termed the heyday of modern 
residential architecture in Victoria. The earliest surviving example, designed by Roy Grounds in 1934 as his 
own residence, not only marked the beginning of modern residential architecture at Ranelagh, but also the 
emergence of the sub-theme of architects making their own homes there.  Other architects who built and/or 
resided on the Estate during this period include Harry R. Johnson, John Beckwith, Frederick Romberg, Duncan 
Caporn, John H. Butler, James and Karina Webb, Hub Waugh, Phillip Pearce and Austin Bramwell-Smith. 
 
The architect-designed modernist houses on the Estate represent two distinct phases of development. The first 
wave, spanning from the mid-1930s to the mid-1960s, was dominated by dwellings intended for seasonal 
(holiday or weekend use) rather than year-round occupation; these were broadly characterised by rectilinear 
massing, flat-roofs with broad eaves, light timber or cement sheet cladding, generous glazing and often double-
storey scale, with open undercrofts below and balconies or terraces above. In the second and slightly 
overlapping phase, from the late-1950s to the mid-1970s, houses intended for permanent occupation gradually 
supplanted the weekenders, and their architectural form became more conventional.  Characterised by gabled 
roofs, masonry construction and conventional if smart detailing, these houses were more akin to the suburban 
infill taking place elsewhere in Melbourne, albeit with some elements (such as generous glazing and sun 
terraces oriented towards bay views) reflecting the ongoing tradition of seaside weekenders. 
  
Architects known to have designed houses at Ranelagh include Seabrook and Fildes, Edward Billson, Robin 
Boyd, Plaisted Warner and Brendel, Esmond Dorney, Ernest Fooks, Mockridge Stahle and Mitchell, Hugh 
Schroeder, H.A. & F.L. Norris, Chancellor and Patrick and Andrew Reed. Several examples (including those by 
Seabrook and Fildes, Edward Billson and Plaisted Warner and Brendel) have since been demolished or altered 
beyond recognition, while others remain substantially intact with only minor changes. The Ranelagh 
Residential Group (Modernist Style) includes only the most intact, evocative or architecturally significant of the 
extant houses confirmed to have been architect-designed. 
 
How is it Significant? 
 
The Ranelagh Residential Group (Modernist Style) is of local historical, architectural and aesthetic significance 
to the Mornington Peninsula Shire. 
 
Why is it Significant? 
 
Historically, this group of houses demonstrates the emergence and recurring presence of modern residential 
architecture on the Ranelagh Estate, which was a significant epicentre for such development for thirty years. 
The phase commenced in 1934 when Roy Grounds designed a house for himself, The Ship, in Rendlesham 
Avenue, followed in 1937 by another for the Ramsay family, in 1937. Waylaid by the World War II, the pattern 
of settlement re-emerged from the early 1950s, when architects such as Robin Boyd, Esmond Dorney, Ernest 
Fooks, Plaisted Warner and Brendel and John Mockridge all designed modern houses at Ranelagh. Strongly 
reflecting the pre-war trend, virtually all of these early post-war houses were purpose-built as weekenders or 
holiday dwellings. Towards the end of the decade, however, this pattern reversed as new purpose-built holiday 
houses gave way to dwellings intended for permanent year-round permanent residency on the Estate became 
more pronounced from the later 1950s.  While more holiday houses did appear at Ranelagh during the 1960s, 
that decade was otherwise characterised by an infill of permanent residences (especially at the hitherto 
underdeveloped inland end of the Estate) akin to conventional suburbia. 
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This phase also overlapped with the new era of project housing, which manifested itself in Ranelagh with 
examples of the work of industry pioneers Contemporary Homes Pty. Ltd., which built a ;Peninsula house in 
Wimborne Avenue (1956; demolished) and a later but clearly derivative ’Colorado’ house at 5 Rendlesham 
Avenue (1966). Standard designs of the contemporaneous Small Homes Service of the Age/RVIA are also 
represented at Ranelagh by a surviving example of design V343 at 20 Ravenscourt Crescent (1958). 
 
The sub-theme of architects living on the Ranelagh Estate, which began with Roy Grounds' own house of 1934 
and continued in the post-war era with the numerous others named above, is demonstrated by two surviving 
examples: the two houses of Roy Grounds at 35 Rannoch Avenue and 29 Rendlesham Avenue (the latter 
subsequently occupied, and altered, by Frederick Romberg). 
 
Architecturally and aesthetically, this group of houses demonstrates how a number of different architects have 
responded to the unique challenge of designing dwellings on a seaside residential estate that was itself the work 
of a sensitive architect and town planner. The first wave of modernist houses on the Estate, spanning three 
decades from the mid-1930s to the mid-1960s, all respond to their seaside context in a broadly similar fashion. 
Comparable in scale, they are generally double-storey with living areas at the upper level to take advantage of 
bay views, and lower levels that incorporate garages, open undercrofts and/or recessed porches (eg 4-6 Rannoch 
Avenue, 28 Roehampton Crescent). The houses are invariably oriented towards the sea, with full-height 
window walls, balconies (eg 4-6 Rannoch) or ground floor terraces. They tend to have low rooflines with flat, 
skillion or low-pitched gables, and are of light construction such as weatherboard, vertical timber cladding (4 -6 
Rannoch; 28 Roehampton Crescent) or cement sheeting, often combined with feature masonry like concrete 
blockwork (28 Roehampton Crescent), stonework (4-6 Rannoch Avenue; 28 Roehampton Crescent) or even 
precast concrete panels. 
 
By contrast, the houses associated with the second wave of modernism at Ranelagh, dating from the later 1950s 
to the early 1970s, tend to be single-storey in scale, of masonry construction (such as face brick), and of an 
architectural expression that is more akin to architect-designed houses in suburban Melbourne rather than those 
in a specific seaside context. Nevertheless, these later houses remain to provide evidence of the long tradition of 
fine architect-designed housing on the Ranelagh Estate. 
 
Recommendations 2013 
 
 

External Paint Controls Yes 
Internal Alteration Controls - 
Tree Controls - 

Fences & Outbuildings Yes 
Prohibited Uses May Be Permitted No 
Incorporated Plan - 
Aboriginal Heritage Place - 

 
 
*Note: Places that have existing Heritage Overlays are recommended to retain their individual overlays but 
have their individual citations updated with additional mention of the group citation.
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Ranelagh Residential - Modern Styles Group.  

Historic and physical description details for each of the 14 significant places  
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Place No 2 

  

Street address 52 Canadian Bay Road, Mount Eliza 

Name/s Hamilton-Smith House 

Date 1969-70 

Architect Andrew Reed and Associates 

HO numbers - 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
History 
The land on which this house stands, which was Lot 164 of the Ranelagh subdivision, was acquired in 
September 1969 by businessman Ronald Hamilton-Smith and his wife Fayette. The couple engaged English-
born architect Andrew Reed to design their house, which was completed during 1970. A prodigious designer, 
Reed (1943-2000) first attracted attention in 1964, when, while still a student, he won first place in a design 
competition sponsored by a timber association. His entry formed the basis for a house that he later designed 
for a private client at Frankston in 1966. Reed, who had undertaken a few other minor commissions before 
completing his university course, officially commenced private practice soon afterwards. By the end of the 
decade, he had completed a restaurant fitout in Sydney, a motel in Kew and a large office building in Glenroy.   
During the early 1970s, his work attracted further attention; several of his houses were published in magazines 
and newspaper columns, and, in 1975, he was awarded the R.A.I.A. Community Design Medal for renovating 
inner-suburban terrace houses. 

 
Reed's residential work of the late 1960s and early 1970s was characterised by a rugged and somewhat 
Brutalist aesthetic, which combined natural materials (such as rough clinker or recycled brick, stone and raw 
timber) with bold forms such as angled walls, steep skillion roofs and projecting/receding elements.  These 
qualities are clearly evident in the Hamilton-Smith House at Ranelagh – one of Reed's earlier residential 
commissions – which foreshadows the similarly sculptural expression used by the architect in such later 
examples as the Glass House in South Yarra (1970), the Bush House in Caulfield (1974) and the Nevett 
House in Malvern (1975; demolished). 
 
Description and Integrity 
A single-storey building with walls of variegated tumbled brick and a jagged roofline made up of separate 
skillions with broad horizontal timber boarding to the sides and fascias. Street facade incorporates a small 
walled courtyard with wide timber beams, and a rough bluestone chimney with a distinctive angled top. 

 
The house appears substantially intact, although the original drawings indicate that the garage is not original.
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Place No 3 

 

Street address 4-6 Rannoch Avenue, Mount Eliza 

Name/s Dikstein House 

Date 1954-56 

Architect Dr Ernest Fooks (1905-1983) 

HO numbers HO361 (Interim) 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
History 
 
This house was built as a holiday residence for prominent Austrian-born businessman Walter Dikstein (1905-
1987). He had migrated to Australia in 1939 and, only seven years later, became managing director of Ecks 
Pty Ltd, an ailing pre-war soft drink company that he effectively rescued from the brink of collapse.  Dikstein 
and his wife Eileen (a former nurse, whom he married in 1940) lived in East Malvern for many years. Around 
1953, the couple decided to erect a beach house on a double allotment (Lots 58 and 59) that they owned on the 
Ranelagh Estate. Rate books show a steady increase in the property's Net Annual Value from £18 (1952) to 
£60 (1953-54) to £85 (1955) to £300 (1956). The house was designed by noted architect and town planner Dr 
Ernest Fooks (1905-1983) who, like Dikstein, was an Austrian emigre. One of Fooks' most noteworthy 
residential commissions of the 1950s, the house was published in both the property column of the Herald 
newspaper, and in an advert in Architecture & Arts journal. 
 
Description and Integrity 
 
A two-storey skillion-roofed beach house of rectilinear expression, with external walls clad in feature 
stonework at ground floor level, and in vertical timber cladding at the upper level. The flat facade is 
enlivened with projecting wing walls (two of which define an entry porch at the lower level) and the upper 
level incorporates a prominent return balcony, supported on metal pipe columns. 

 
The house has been altered by the infilling of the former undercroft (double carport) to the left side of the street 
frontage, by the partial recladding of the balcony, and by a two-storey rear addition that, although substantial, is 
not especially prominent when the house is seen from the street.
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Place No 4  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photograph: Victorian 
Heritage Database 

Street address 35 Rannoch Avenue, Mount Eliza 

Name/s Grounds House (The Ship) 

Date 1933-34 

Architect Roy Grounds (Mewton and Grounds) 

HO numbers HO216 (also VHR H1920) 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
History 
 
This house was designed by Roy Grounds (1905-1981) for himself and his first wife, Virginia Marr Grounds. 
At the time, he had recently entered into partnership with his friend Geoffrey Mewton (1905-96), with whom 
he had embarked on an overseas study tour in 1928.  Both men had travelled and worked in England and 
Europe; Grounds, who met the American-born Virginia en  route, travelled thence to the United States and 
worked in New York and Los Angeles. The house at Mount Eliza, attracted considerable attention for its 
progressive design, and was twice published in Australian Home Beautiful (in 1934 and 1935). Grounds later 
sold the house, and after he married for the second time, in 1941, he moved into the nearby Ramsay House, 
which he had designed in 1937 for his new wife and her first husband. 
 
Description 
 

A flat-roofed and partially two-storey dwelling expressed as a series of interlocking volumes. External walls 
are clad in cement sheet with a horizontal emphasis imparted by rounded cover straps. There is a wide bay of 
French windows to the living area, and smaller timber-framed casement sash windows grouped at the corners. 
The upper level comprises a central room with a continuous bay of north-facing windows, flanked by open 
decks with rope railings.
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Place No 5 

  

Street address 20 Ravenscourt Crescent, Mount Eliza 

Name/s Anderson House 

Date 1958-59 

Architect Age/RVIA Small Homes Service (V343) 

HO numbers  

 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
History 
 
This house was built for Dr Charlotte Morrison Anderson (1915-2002), a pioneer of paediatric 
gastroenterology in Australia. Graduating in 1945, she took up residency at the Royal Melbourne Hospital 
before transferring, the next year, to the Royal Children's Hospital, with which she would be associated for the 
rest of her eminent career.  Spending four years at a hospital in Birmingham on a research fellowship, she 
returned to Melbourne in 1953 and purchased Lot 202B on the Ranelagh Estate. A house was not built there 
until 1959, with rate books indicating an increase in Net Annual Value from £25 (1958) to £190 (1959). 

 
Council records confirm that the house was built to a standard design of Small Homes Service (S.H.S.) 
operated by the Royal Victorian Institute of Architects (R.V.I.A.) in conjunction with the Age newspaper. 
Established in 1947 with Robin Boyd as its first director (later succeeded by Neil Clerehan), the service offered 
a range of architect-designed houses for which plans and specifications could be cheaply purchased by the 
public. These plans, prepared anonymously by leading Melbourne architects, were referenced only by code 
numbers. They were regularly profiled in a weekly S.H.S. column in the Age newspaper. Dr Anderson's house 
at Mount Eliza was an adaptation of plan V343, which first appeared in the S.H.S. column on 24 November 
1958.  Although evidence suggests that a considerable number of S.H.S. dwellings were erected on the 
Peninsula during the 1950s, this is the only example (so far) to be conclusively identified and located. 
 
Dr Anderson, who lived in North Melbourne (near the Royal Children's Hospital) retained ownership of the 
Mount Eliza house until 1968, when she returned to England for fourteen years to take up an academic post.  
Her former holiday house was acquired by an American merchant banker, Thomas Kellogg, who had moved 
from the U.S.A. for a few years to serve as Melbourne representative for the Morgan Guarantee Trust 
Company. 
 
Description and Integrity 
 
A small single-storey house of grey modular concrete brick construction with a broad gabled roof. North-
facing facade has broad eaves on exposed rafters and a full-height window wall that opens onto an elevated 
sun terrace. 

 
When seen from the street, the house appears substantially intact. The carport is original.
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Place No 6 

  

Street address 5 Rendlesham Avenue, Mount Eliza 

Name/s Knight House (Colorado House) 

Date 1966-67 

Architect Contemporary Homes Pty Ltd (Robin Boyd) 

HO numbers  

______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
History 
 
This house was erected in 1966-67 for solicitor Robert Dale Knight and his wife, Eva Dulce Knight. The latter 
acquired the land in 1964, prior to marriage, and in December 1966, a permit was issued for the construction 
of a ‘Colorado’ project house by Contemporary Homes Pty. Ltd. Founded in 1955 by Albert Granado Croft, 
this firm is acknowledged as the first project housing company in Victoria, if not Australia. Croft had engaged 
architect Robin Boyd to prepare several standard designs based on modular plans and prefabricated 
components, namely the ‘Peninsula House’ (1955) and the larger ‘Sou'Easter’ (1956). Boyd discontinued his 
involvement with the company in 1957, after Croft began to adapt the architect's designs without permission. 
Introduced into the Contemporary Homes range in 1959, the design of the ‘Colorado’ was based heavily on 
Boyd's original ‘Peninsula House’. 
 
Description 
 

A single-storey timber-framed project house on a compact rectangular plan, with low gabled roof and external 
walls clad in vertical timber boards.  Planned on a modular grid, the house has a balanced but asymmetrical 
street facade with an off-centre front door flanked on the left by five full-height window bays, and on the right 
by a continuous row of six rectangular windows. 
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Place No 7 

  

Street address 15 Rendlesham Avenue, Mount Eliza 

Name/s Perry House 

Date 1952-53 

Architect J. H. Esmond Dorney 

HO numbers  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
History 
 
This house was erected in 1952-53 for Albert Hutter Perry and his wife Eva. From a young age, English-
born Perry (1908-2006) became interested in burgeoning radio technology and, after settling in Melbourne 
in 1926, joined a fledgling wireless business, Langford Pickles Pty. Ltd., and was soon promoted to the 
position of director.  In the late 1930s, Perry commissioned architect J.H. Esmond Dorney to design their 
house at Park Crescent, Moonee Ponds. A one-time employee of Walter Burley Griffin, Dorney (1906-
1991) maintained a flourishing practice in Melbourne at that time; however, after the World War II (during 
which he held as a Prisoner Of War and presumed dead) he moved to Hobart and became Tasmania's best-
known post-war modernist architect.  When Albert Perry wanted a new holiday house erected at Ranelagh 
in 1952, he turned again to Dorney. This was one of only five commissions that the architect is known to 
have undertook in his native Victoria during the post-war era, and, furthermore, one of only two houses 
(the other, also designed for Perry, was at an unlocated address in Hampton). The Ranelagh house has 
some elements in common with Dorney's contemporaneous Tasmanian houses, notably his trademark use 
of multi-paned vertical windows, as seen in the Brocklehurst House (1958) and the Young House (1959), 
both in Sandy Bay, Hobart. 
 
Description and Integrity 
 

A split-level house of brick construction, with flat roof, broad eaves and an asymmetrical triple-fronted street 
facade that incorporated large window bays with distinctive geometric patterns created by vertical and 
horizontal rows of smaller square sashes, both fixed and operable.  When seen from the street, the house 
appears to be substantially intact.
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Place No 8 

 
Photograph: Victorian 
Heritage Database 

Street address 29 Rendlesham Avenue, Mount Eliza 

Name/s Ramsay House 

Date 1937 

Architect Roy Grounds (altered by Frederick Romberg) 

HO numbers HO217 (also VHR H2181) 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
History 
 
This house was designed in 1937 for Thomas Ramsay, chairman of the Kiwi Boot Polish Company, and his 
wife Bettine. The house was designed by Roy Grounds, who the couple had previously engaged to 
undertake renovations to their residence in Toorak. One of the last houses that Grounds designed before the 
dissolution of his partnership (since 1933) with Geoffrey Mewton, the Ramsay House at Ranelagh showed 
the influence of residential architecture that Grounds had seen during a recent visit to California, and 
specifically the work of William Wurster. Grounds subsequently became involved with his client’s wife 
and, in 1941, the divorced Bettine Ramsay became the second Mrs Grounds.  The couple duly returned to 
live in the house at Mount Eliza. In 1955, Grounds sold the house to architect Frederick Romberg, with 
whom he had entered into partnership (together with Robin Boyd) two years earlier. Romberg, whose 
family retained ownership of the house until as recently as 2006, undertook some renovations including the 
infilling of the ground level balcony of the upstairs bedroom. 
 
Description 
 

A small two-storey timber-framed house with a red brick plinth, weatherboard cladding, a gabled roof clad in 
Malthoid tiles and multi-paned timber windows and French doors.  Set into the sloping site, the house is spread 
over three levels with a circular staircase providing access to the upper level, which formerly incorporated an 
open sun-deck
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Place No 9 

 

Street address 28 Roehampton Crescent, Mount Eliza 

Name/s Morison House 

Date 1961-62 

Architect Harry A & Frank L Norris (John F Tipping) 

HO numbers  

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
History 
This house was built in 1963 for builder Joseph Cooper Morison (1935-1992) and his wife Maureen. The    
second generation of a family of Melbourne builders, Joseph and his brother James were part of the city firm of 
Morisons Pty Ltd, which was founded by their father in 1958. Specialising in large-scale industrial and 
commercial projects, the firm was best known for multi-storey buildings along St Kilda Road and Queens 
Road, including the John Batman Motor Inn by Robin Boyd (1962). They worked with a number of other 
noted architects of the era, including Leslie Perrott, Peter McIntyre and Bernard Evans. It was in 1961, at the 
peak of the firm's prestige, that Joseph Morison acquired Lot 231 on the Ranelagh Estate. The house was 
completed within two years, as rate books reveal an increase in Net Annual Value from £32 (1961) to £80 
(1962) to £373 (1963). The original drawings are dated October 1961. 
 
The house was designed by the firm of H. A. & F. L. Norris, with whom Morison's company had previously 
been associated on at least one major commercial project in the city. The elder of the two brothers, Harry 
Albert Norris (1888-1967) commenced his practice in 1919 and became one of Melbourne's leading 
practitioners of the inter-war period, with significant clients including businessmen G.J. Coles and Alfred 
Nicholas. An electric designer, Norris worked in a range of fashionable styles including Spanish Mission, 
Free Classical, Art Deco and Functionalist.  After the World War II, Norris not only continued his association 
with his earlier clients but also snared some new and equally important ones, including Kodak and T.A.A. 
Rebadged as ‘The Office of Harris Norris’, his firm became well-known from the 1950s for larger-scale 
commercial, industrial and institutional projects in the prevailing modernist style. In 1957, he admitted his 
younger brother, Frank Leonard Norris (1903-1976), into partnership, and the firm was renamed H.A. and 
F.L. Norris. It continued after Harry's death in 1967, later renamed simply the Norris Partnership. 
 
The office of H.A. and F.L. Norris appears to have undertaken very few private residential commissions, and 
this one, designed for builder Joseph Morison, was clearly a rare exception for a respected industry colleague.  
While Norris' post-war practice was best known for larger non-residential projects, Morison's house 
nevertheless has some elements in common with some of the smaller domestic-scaled buildings produced by 
Norris at that time. These include outbuildings at the Kodak factory complex in Preston, such as the film 
testing building (1958) and amenities block (1961), both of which demonstrate a similar stark block-like 
expression with the slick interplay of high-quality materials and finishes that is characteristic of much of 
Norris' work. 

 
The original drawings of Morison's house at Ranelagh, dated October 1961, bear the signature of John F. 
Tipping, an employee of Norris' office who later became a noted sole practitioner in his own right, best known 
for a number of flat- roofed modern houses (including his own) in the Balwyn North area. 
 
Description 
 
Following the local tradition of the elevated beach house, this two-storey flat-roofed house has each floor 
level articulated in a different fashion. The upper level is clad with vertical timber board and includes a 
row of individual rectangular windows, while the lower level is of split concrete block construction, with 
a recessed entry porch incorporating pole columns and slate-paved steps and terrace. 

 
When seen from the street, the house appears to be substantially intact.
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Place No 10 

  

Street address 51 Rosserdale Crescent, Mount Eliza 

Name/s Wade House (Tal Tal) 

Date 1952 

Architect Robin Boyd 

HO numbers HO223  
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
History 
 
This house was built in 1952 for schoolteacher Dora Elizabeth Wade (1918-?) and her widowed father 
Leonard Alfred Wade (1883-1955). The Wades were early landholders at Ranelagh, with records showing 
that the title to Lot 111 (on Rosserdale Crescent) was transferred to Dora as early as 1935. However, a house 
was not built there for another fifteen years, with rate books showing an increase in the property's Net 
Annual Value from £9 (1951) to £60 (1952) to £150 (1953).  It was designed by a young Robin Boyd, then 
carrying on what proved to his first and only foray as a sole practitioner (between his associations with Frank 
Bell and Kevin Pethebridge from 1945-47, and with Roy Grounds and Frederick Romberg after 1953).  At 
the time of construction, Dora and Leonard Wade were living in a flat in St Kilda Road.  Leonard Wade was 
living at the house at the time of his death in 1955, aged 87 years. The property was later owned by Neil 
Thomas who, in 1964, engaged Frankston architect Rhys Hopkins to design additions worth £4,500. 
 
Description 
 

This elevated dwelling is expressed as a skillion-roofed rectilinear volume, raised up on poles to create an open 
undercroft at ground level (containing double carport and an enclosed service area). The house is clad with 
vertical timber boards (since overpainted) and has continuous bays of rectangular windows with projecting 
louvred sunscreens. As noted by Graham Butler, the 1964 addition comprised a large L-shaped bay to the west 
side of the house, which effectively doubled the size of the house but is not prominent when the house is seen 
from the street (Butler 1991:321).  
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Place No 14 

 

Street address 75 Wimborne Avenue, Mount Eliza 

Name/s Cathcart House 

Date 1968 

Architect Chancellor & Patrick (Sergei Halafoff) 

HO numbers  

__________________________________________________________________________________________
History 
 
This house was built in 1968 for Colin and Florence Cathcart, to the design of locally prolific architects 
Chancellor and Patrick. This partnership traced its origins back to 1952, when David Chancellor began sole 
practice from the house in Gulls Way that he had designed for himself (Context 2012). He later opened an 
office in Frankston proper and, in 1954, was joined by Rex Patrick and two younger men including John 
Rouse. Four years later, Chancellor and Patrick relocated the practice to Melbourne, although the Frankston 
office continued under Rouse's direction until its closure in 1970 (whereupon Rouse opened his own office). 
The original drawings for the Cathcart House, dated 9 April 1968, identify the delineator and/or designer as 
Sergei Halafoff, who had worked in the office of Chancellor and Patrick since 1957.  He eventually became a 
director of the firm in the 1970s, following the closure of the Frankston office and the departure of long-time 
staff members John Rouse (who commenced his own practice in Frankston) and Ian Banner. 
 

Considered in the broader context of the dozens of houses that Chancellor and Patrick designed on the 
Mornington Peninsula from the early 1950s to the late 1960s, the Cathcart House can be considered as a minor 
manifestation of ‘gabled roof’ sub-type, as identified by Winsome Callister (Context:2012). There are at least 
sixteen other examples of this sub-type in the municipality, and this particular one was considered by Callister 
to be one of five that, due to their extent of alteration, would not  reach the threshold for individual Heritage 
Overlays. Nevertheless, it is considered that the alterations (namely, the over-painting of exterior brickwork) 
are not especially unsympathetic, and the original form of the house remains evident.  As such, it is considered 
to be in accordance with the stated significance of the theme of architect-designed modernist houses on the 
Ranelagh Estate. 
 

Colin Cathcart, who was manager of the Frankston branch of the National Bank, lived in the house until his 
death in 1983.  His widow, Florence, sold the house the following year. 
 
Description and Integrity 
 
The house is a split-level dwelling in white-painted brick with a broad tile-clad gabled roof.  It has a stepped 
and asymmetrical street facade dominated by a bay of full-height glazing at the upper level, opening onto a 
cantilevered balcony with overscaled timber railing, with a carport and recessed entry porch underneath. At 
each end of the house there is a projecting rectilinear bay window with gable roofs, which evokes the Prairie 
School style (associated with Frank Lloyd Wright) that is evident in so much of Chancellor and Patrick's 
residential work of the 1960s. 
From the street, the house appears substantially intact. As the original drawings do not indicate that the brick 
veneer exterior was to have a painted finish, this may represent a later alteration.  It is not considered to be 
unsympathetic.  
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Table 1 

Photo List of places in the RANELAGH RESIDENTIAL - TRADITIONAL PICTURESQUE STYLES 
GROUP 

Historic and physical description details for each place, based on work by Context Pty Ltd, and edited by 
Lorraine Huddle, are in the Appendix to this citation.   

Place 
No. 

Street address  

House name 

Style, Trees, 
Fences/Gates 
Outbuildings 

Architect 

Date H
O 
No
. 

Photograph 

1 Canadian Bay Rd  

62 

‘Brecon’ 

 

Inter War Arts and 
Crafts, Trees 

Gates and stone piers 

c.1924-
1935 

 

 

2 Rannoch Ave 

23  

‘Oakhill’ 

Tudor Revival 

Palm Tree 

c.1937  

 

3 Rannoch Ave 

28 - 34  

‘Nithsdale’ 

Inter War Spanish 
Mission/Old English 
house and hedge. 

 

c.1935 H
O2
15 
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Place 
No. 

Street address  

House name 

Style, Trees, 
Fences/Gates 
Outbuildings 

Architect 

Date H
O 
No
. 

Photograph 

4 Ravenscourt Crs  

15 - 17 

‘Cloughmore’ 

Inter War Georgian 
Revival 

Oak tree. 

c.1938  

 

5 Ravenscourt Crs  

21 - 23 

‘Ravenscourt’ 

Inter War Arts and 
Crafts &Georgian 
Revival  

1925 architect attributed 
to Harold Debrowe 
Annear. 

Altered in 1946-8 by 
owner, architect Harry 
Johnson. 

Hedge. 

c.1925  

 

6 Ravenscourt Crs  

27 

‘Mulberry 
Cottage’ 

‘Warrane’ 

Inter War Mediterranean 

Architect attributed to 
Alfred Henry Beckwith. 

1942  
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Place 
No. 

Street address  

House name 

Style, Trees, 
Fences/Gates 
Outbuildings 

Architect 

Date H
O 
No
. 

Photograph 

7 Rendlesham Ave  

1 - 3 

‘Sandy Cove’ 

Inter War Arts and 
Crafts/Georgian Revival  

Hedge 

c.1932  

 

8 Rendlesham Ave  
2 
 
‘Dunsany’ 
Carmen del Mar’ 

Inter War 
Mediterranean  
Hedge 
Architect Alec Stanley 
Eggelston 

c.1931  

 

9 Rendlesham Ave  

17 - 19 

Interwar Georgian 
Revival 

Architect John Hughes 
Beckwith 
 

c.1948  

 

10 Rendlesham Ave  

27 

‘Nun’s Retreat’ 

Inter War American 
Colonial Revival 

c.1937 
- 40 
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Place 
No. 

Street address  

House name 

Style, Trees, 
Fences/Gates 
Outbuildings 

Architect 

Date H
O 
No
. 

Photograph 

11 Rendlesham Ave  

35 

‘Reiss Lodge’ 

‘Hadlow’ 

Inter War Colonial 
Revival  

Hedge 

c.1935  

 

12 Rendlesham Ave  

43 

‘Rochdale’ 

Inter War American 
Colonial Revival 

c.1940s  

 

13 Roehampton 
Cres 

2 

‘Frost Hill’ 

Inter War American 
Colonial Revival 

1935  

 

14 Rosserdale Cres  

14 

‘Charleston’ 

Inter War Spanish 
Mission 

c.1929  
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Place 
No. 

Street address  

House name 

Style, Trees, 
Fences/Gates 
Outbuildings 

Architect 

Date H
O 
No
. 

Photograph 

15 Rosserdale Cres  

21 

Inter War Arts and 
Crafts Bungalow  

Architect attributed. 
Desbrowe Annear 

c.1925 H
O2
21 

 

16 Rosserdale Cres  

23 

‘Ranelagh Guest 
House 
Annexe/Dormator
y’ 

Inter War Bungalow 

Architect attributed. 
Desbrowe Annear 

c.1925  

 

17 Rosserdale Cres  

40 - 42 

 

‘Summerslease’ 

Inter War American 
Colonial Revival 

Architect Percy 
Meldrum 

c.1932  

 

19 Rosserdale Cres  

57 

‘Nyora’ 

Inter War Tudor Revival 
and hedge. 

c.1928  
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Place 
No. 

Street address  

House name 

Style, Trees, 
Fences/Gates 
Outbuildings 

Architect 

Date H
O 
No
. 

Photograph 

20 Rosserdale Cres  

59 

‘Nyora’s former 
garage/cottage’ 

Inter War Tudor Revival 

Cypress Pine windbreak 

c.1928  

 

21 Wimborne Ave  

9 

‘Millimbimby’ 

Inter War Arts and 
Crafts Bungalow 

Architect attributed 
Desbrowe Annear 

c.1924  

 

22 Wimborne Ave  

27  

‘Moonya’ 

Inter War Arts and 
Crafts Bungalow  

Architect attributed 
Desbrowe Annear 

c.1927  
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History and Historical Context  

History of Ranelagh Estate (Based on Context 2012:295) 
 
Ranelagh Estate is said to be named after the eighteenth century English 'Ranelagh Gardens' at Chelsea, 
then just outside London, and a fashionable 'out of London' holiday resort (Moorhead; McMahon 
1996:4). Ranelagh Estate was to be both a seaside resort and a country club, based on the model popular 
at that time in the USA (Nichols 2004).  A major advantage of Mornington as a holiday resort in both the 
nineteenth and twentieth century has been the ease of access to the city of Melbourne, with Bay steamers, 
daily coaches, and later, by car (Barnard 1994:14).  The Estate was created by the property development 
company called Sequoia, who engaged leading urban design, town planning, and architectural 
professionals, Walter and Marion Mahoney Griffin, and Saxil Tuxen to design the Estate from c.1922-3 
(Context 2009:10). 
 
Sequoia Pty Ltd (Based on Context 2012:295-6) 
 
John E. Taylor and John Sharp were originally managing directors and major shareholders in the timber 
company John Sharp and Sons Ltd., South Melbourne.  In 1922, they founded the property development 
company Sequoia Pty. Ltd. in order to purchase Nyora Estate in Mount Eliza (Moorhead:2). J.W. 
McComas was their solicitor and afounding committee member and honorary solicitor of the Ranelagh 
Club (Peter Johnson place file).  
 
In September 1922, 146 acres of land on Boundary Road, Mount Eliza, as well as farm equipment and 
livestock, were sold from the estate of the late Henry Slaney.  This was followed by the auction of a 
further 285 acres, including Nyora house (c.1870) and outbuildings, in February 1923.  Sharp and Taylor 
were the successful bidders at both of these sales, and in 1924 they also signed sale contracts for the 
adjoining blocks of land, bringing their purchase to a total of 770 acres, 285 of which was to be 
developed as Ranelagh Estate.   
 
The Ranelagh Estate was designed by the eminent architects and urban designers Walter Burley Griffin 
and his wife Marion Mahoney Griffin in 1924, in conjunction with surveyor Saxil Tuxen, for Sequoia 
Pty. Ltd. (minutes; Ranelagh Club).  The Griffins had a highly successful architectural practice in 
Chicago USA when, in 1912, they won the competition design for Canberra.  They continued to live in 
Australia, completing numerous and prestigious architectural and urban designs in Melbourne and 
Sydney, and Ranelagh is regarded as one of the most intact and fully realized.   
 
Harold Desbrowe-Annear was a very influential architect and at the forefront of the Arts and Crafts 
movement, especially in the design of houses, many of which are now heritage protected.  He supported 
the philosophy of ‘democratic architecture’ and wrote about the importance of domestic Australian 
architecture for everyone, in his publication ’For Every Man His Home’”, edited by him in 1922.  He 
established the T-Square Club with an Arts and Crafts agenda of collaborative work and the promotion of 
the building crafts.  [http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harold_Desbrowe_Annear]  and George Tibbits, 'Annear, 
Harold Desbrowe (1865–1933)', Australian Dictionary of Biography, National Centre of Biography, Australian 
National University, http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/annear-harold-desbrowe-5036/text8387, accessed 20 June 
2013. 
 
Saxil Tuxen was an established surveyor and planner and a founding member of the Victorian Town 
Planning Association.  He designed numerous subdivisions in Victoria (Context 2009:15).  The 
subdivision plan for Ranelagh Estate was lodged in March 1924, approved by Mornington Shire in April 
1924 and later by the Titles Office in 1925.   
 
While purchase agreements were signed in the early 1920s for the Nyora estate and surrounding land, and 
despite the 1924-5 rate records indicating that Taylor was the owner of a house (Nyora c.1888, now 
Ranelagh Guest House) and land, settlement of the purchase was not finalised until 1926.  This was 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harold_Desbrowe_Annear%5D
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/annear-harold-desbrowe-5036/text8387
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presumably due to the complications in wrapping up the estate of Henry Slaney.  The sales poster 
advertised 795 blocks within the Estate, available for private sale from 1924 for a mere ten pound deposit, 
as part of a 'miniature seaside garden city' (minutes; McMahon 1996:11; original sale poster).  The 1925-
6 rate book indicates that there were four houses on the site at this date. These are believed to be the 
Victorian c.1870 former farm house Nyora at 29-35 Rosserdale Crs, club house and the two lodgings 
buildings (now 21 and 23 Rosserdale Crescent), all on Lot 106 some two acres on the cliff above 
Ranelagh Beach. 
 
It appears that the early c.1925-27 houses in the Estate, were built by Sharp and Taylor (often using 
Harold Desbrowe-Annear as architect) as part of the package offered to purchasers.  This package 
included vendor finance and settlement in approximately three years from signing.  Often these houses 
were not settled until after occupation.   Apart from providing incentives to buyers, this was necessary 
because of the difficulties in providing a title from the Slaney Estate (Peter Johnson, pers. comm. 28 Nov 
2012).  
 
Jane Hildebrant (1999:7), who grew up at Ranelagh in the 1950s and 60s, provides a local resident’s 
anecdotal perspective on the impact of Griffin’s design on the ‘livability’ of the Estate.  She wrote in her 
personal memoirs, that in designing the Estate according to the natural contours of the land, Griffin 
successfully kept the rural feeling, natural beauty and interesting terrain.  By laying out the Estate at right 
angles to the coast between the Ballar and Earimil Creeks, Griffin was able to retain the natural drainage 
pattern and much of the remnant indigenous vegetation.  The protection of the beachfront by a foreshore 
reserve meant that the indigenous vegetation was also retained along the coastline. The curve of the 
internal Estate roads followed the hills and valleys of the farmlands, with every block to have a view of 
the sea.  
 
The Estate contained 13 private reserves and parks, including space for cricket grounds, croquet greens, 
tennis courts, a polo ground, adjoining golf course and play ground, as well as a small sheltered beach.  A 
number of smaller blocks at the entrance to the Estate were intended for commercial uses such as shops, 
so the Estate would be self-sufficient (Barnard 1994:18).  The street names of the Estate, most of them 
(for reasons that are not explained) beginning with 'R' or 'W', echo street names used in various parts of 
Britain (Barnard 1994:14). 
 
At the same time as the Griffins and Tuxen were designing the physical elements of Ranelagh, Taylor 
was setting up the social foundations of the Estate.  The Ranelagh Club was incorporated on 14 July 
1926, under the Companies Act 1915 (NT) and held its first meeting at Scotts Hotel on 18 August 1926 
(RC).  The club was to be the communal focus of Ranelagh with each landholder automatically becoming 
a member.  The club was also to be the controlling body for the recreational facilities, parks and reserves.  
It was intended that after the sale of 600 lots these spaces and facilities were to be transferred to the club, 
so that eventually they would become the joint property of the landholders (NT). 
 
Seaside living (Based on Context 2012:296-7) 
From 1925, land sales at Ranelagh were slow and the original concept was altered in June 1928, when the 
Club was forced, for financial reasons, to extend its membership beyond landholders (Nichols 2004:10).  
Sales were first affected by the onset of the Depression of the 1930s and World War II.  The first houses 
built were clustered near the sea (LT) and social life was centred there, with horse riding and the guest 
house.  Located in the middle of the Estate was the early polo ground (on what is now Butler Reserve), 
the grass tennis courts and Club house.  During this period, the Club beautified the Estate with plantings 
of street trees (Moorhead:4; Hildebrandt 1999:5; Cuffley 1989:85).  
 
A number of important people, in a local and national context, had associations with Ranelagh during this 
period.  Members of the Ranelagh Club included politician R.G. Menzies, later Sir Robert Menzies, 
Prime Minister of Australia and prominent architect Kingsley Anketell Henderson.  Ranelagh also has 
literary associations - the novelist Neville Shute reputedly wrote On the Beach while he stayed as a house 
guest at 1-3 Rendlesham Avenue (RAG). 
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Place History - Traditional Picturesque Styles Group 

The 22 places in this group are located near the seaside end of the Ranelagh Estate.  They consist of 
houses, garden settings, hedges and trees, many of which date from 1924 when the first sales of the 
‘miniature seaside garden city’ were made, up until the early 1940s.  A unifying feature is that they are 
designed in the traditional picturesque styles which were popular in Australia, between the wars.  It 
appears that the early houses in the Estate that date to c.1925-27, were built by the Ranelagh Estate’s 
developers, Sharp and Taylor (Harold Desbrowe-Annear is attributed as architect of five of them) as part 
of the package offered to purchasers. 
 
While it was hoped that houses on the Estate would not be 'nondescript seaside shacks', the expectation 
was that they would be modest, rather than 'extravagant buildings'; a summer base, rather than an all-
year-round residence.  However, many of the houses erected during the inter-war era were more 
substantial houses in the fashionable picturesque styles of the time.  Examples include the Tudor revival 
Nyora (c.1928) at 57 Rosserdale Crescent and Oakhill (1937-8) at 23 Rannoch Avenue, and the Colonial-
revival Hadlow (c.1935) at 35 Rendlesham Avenue.  Other notable houses are the American Colonial 
inspired Summerslease at 40-42 Rosserdale Crescent, designed by architect Percy Meldrum in 1933 and 2 
Rendlesham, in the Georgian Revival style in c.1931 by architect Alec Stanley Eggelston.    
There are a number of American Colonial Revival houses constructed for upper-middle class owners in 
Ranelagh.  The style can be considered one of the identifying features of the Ranelagh Estate, with many 
constructed in the 1930s and '40s.  Ranelagh examples include, 'Summerslease', 40-43 Rosserdale Crs,  
'Nun's Retreat' at 27 Rendlesham Avenue, ‘Rochdale' at 43 Rendlesham Avenue, and 'Frost Hill' at 2 
Roehampton Crescent. 
 
Other picturesque styles represented in this group include Old English, Mediterranean revival, Spanish 
Mission, and Arts and Crafts Bungalow.  The widespread use of the 'historical' styles of architecture at 
Ranelagh may seem surprising given that the philosophy of the Ranelagh Estate’s designers - Walter 
Burley and Marion Mahoney Griffin, was based on the ideal of modern architecture that was free from 
stylistic precedents, but apart from the historical styles being very popular in Melbourne at the time, they 
may also have been influenced by the Arts and Crafts houses already on the Estate by 1927 with designs 
attributed to Desbrowe Annear.   
 
The houses are physically dispersed across the seaside end of the Ranelagh Estate, as the allotments were 
slowly sold and developed, due to the Great Depression and World War II.  The early 1950s oblique 
aerial map in Figure 1, illustrates the geographic scattering of the houses, many of which were 
constructed on sites comprising more than one allotment with extensive gardens and mature trees.     
Refer to Appendix 1 for more details about each individual place.  
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Figure 1:  The e1953 oblique aerial map illustrates the geographic scattering of the houses , many of which were 
constructed on sites comprising more than one allotment with extensive gardens and mature trees  Places marked in 
white are part of the Traditional Picturesque Styles Group of 22 places.  Source: Aerial photograph courtesy Peter 
Greer and marked up by Simon Lloyd, MPSC 12th July 2013.
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Recommended Management 

Conservation guidelines (General) 
Please refer to the Cultural Heritage Places Local Policy in the Mornington Peninsula Planning Scheme 
(Clause 22.04 or as amended) and LPP Clause 21.15-2 Ranelagh Estate, for the heritage management 
guidelines for this place. 
 
Conservation guidelines (Specific) 
 
Conservation Management Plan for the Ranelagh Estate, Mount Eliza, Context Pty Ltd 2009 

Guidelines for Works to Nature Strips - Ranelagh, MPSC, 2011 - 13 

 

Statement of Significance 

What is significant? 

Ranelagh Group - Traditional Picturesque Styles, which comprises 22 houses and their garden settings, 
particularly as seen from the public realm.   

Ranelagh was envisaged as a seaside resort and country club where Melbourne's successful professional 
people would build their holiday houses.  Sale of allotments began in 1925.  Slow development of the 
Estate over the 1930s Depression, and World War II, resulted in a predominance of inter-war traditional 
picturesque style houses being constructed up to the late 1940s. The 22 houses within this inter-war group 
are designed in Arts and Crafts,  Arts and Crafts Bungalow,Old English,Tudor revival,Georgian 
revival,Mediterranean revival,American Colonial revival, picturesque styles.   
 
The following 21 properties are significant:   

62 Canadian Bay Road;   
23, 30-34 Rannoch Avenue;    
15-17, 21-23, 27, Ravenscourt Crescent;    
2 Roehampton Crescent;     
1-3, 2, 17-19, 27, 35, 43 Rendlesham Avenue;    
14, 21, 23, 40-42, 57, 59 Rosserdale Crescent,    
9, 27 Wimborne Avenue. 

How is it significant? 
Ranelagh Group - Traditional Picturesque Style houses and their garden settings, is of local architectural, 
aesthetic and historical significance to Mornington Peninsula Shire. 
 
Why is it significant? 
Architecturally and aesthetically, for its illustration of the various traditional picturesque architectural 
style houses in garden settings, constructed by Melbourne's well-to-do between the beginning of the 
Estate in 1924, until the late 1940s, primarily for use as holiday houses. (Criteria D & E) 
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Aesthetically for the free standing houses with generous front and side setbacks, landscape elements, 
mature trees, hedges and plantings that complement the garden city movement on many of the 22 places. 
(Criterion E) 

 
Historically, the group illustrates the slow development of the Ranelagh Estate from 1924 through the 
Depression, until after World War II, as seen in the scattered layout of the holiday houses which were 
built in the fashionable but traditional architectural styles of the day. (Criterion A) 

Specific details are noted for each place, in the list below. The histories for each of the following places 
are based on Context 2012:296-7, with additional research by Graeme Butler and editing by Lorraine 
Huddle. 

Recommendations 2013 
 

External Paint Controls  Yes,  

Internal Alteration Controls - 

Tree Controls Yes  - Mature trees associated with the early period of 
the house.  

Also applies to hedges noted in the citations. 

Outbuildings & Fences No  

Prohibited Uses May Be Permitted  No 

Incorporated Plan - 

Aboriginal Heritage Place - 
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Ranelagh Residential - Traditional Picturesque Styles Group.  

Historic and physical description details for each of the 22 significant places  
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1 62 Canadian 
Bay Road, 
Mount Eliza  
 

‘Brecon’ 

 

Inter War American 
Arts and Crafts 
Bungalow 

Trees  

Gates and stone piers 

c.192
4 - 

1934 

 

 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
History 
The house 'Brecon' is located at number 62 Canadian Bay Road. In February 1934, Rowland H. 
Richardson became the owner, purchasing the lot from Sequoia Pty Ltd (Title 5629/757) and the house 
was built c.1935 WBG Society, however, the current owners have documentation showing that the house 
dates from c.1924 (Pers. communication with Simon Lloyd, July 2012).  1934 is very late for the use of 
this style, however, the ‘moderne;’ style windows may indicate that it does date from the 1930s, or 
perhaps the windows were altered at that time.    The hand-crafted wrought iron gates located on the east 
and west (meeting the reserve) boundaries were made by Caslakes manufacturers and feature gumnuts 
and leaf motifs.  It is not known if they are original, but are known to pre-date the 1970s (M Breidahl, 23 
May 2012). 
 
The north boundary has since been realigned and contains a portion of number 60 Canadian Bay Road. 
This realignment has resulted in the loss of garden elements, now contained on the lot at No.60 (Context 
2009:37). Subsequent owners have now bought No.60 and restored it as a garden block. 
 
Description 
'Brecon', built c.1935 is a substantial, Arts and Crafts American influenced attic-style house.   
'Brecon' combines steeply pitched gable roofs with jerkin heads, and American styled vertical board and 
batten wall cladding and crazy-paving patterned stonework. The designer of ‘Brecon’ is unknown, but 
they may have been influenced by the house designed by Harry Martin and built in Toorak in 1910  
(illustrated in Butler 1995, p 47), particularly the form, steep gable roof extending to form a north facing 
verandah parallel with the roof ridge, and skillion roofed dormer,.   
 
The retaining walls and steps are built of a light stone in a ‘crazy paving’ pattern, some of which has been 
recently constructed.  The roof has a gable front with a projecting bay on the street (east) elevation that 
reaches almost its whole height. Both have jerkin-head roofs.  On the north elevation is a skillion-roof 
dormer with a balcony (the balustrade appears to be a replacement). The chimney is red brick with a 
solider course at the top, as was popular in the 1920s and '30s. 
 
The house is clad in vertical board and batten above crazy-paving foundations at the ground floor, and 
timber shingles to the gables-ends.  The shingles have dark finish and may be creosoted.  Windows have 
horizontal muntins, suggesting a Moderne influence. 
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The roof has been recently covered with new slates or a material similar in appearance.  There is a 
skillion roof shed next to the east elevation, which is either later in date or extensively altered.  The 
wrought iron front gates, with a gum tree motif, date to the 1970s or earlier. 
 
Other significant elements include the two mature cypresses (on the nature strip), the elm tree near the 
front entrance, the rubble-stone gate piers (matching the crazy paving) with custom-made wrought iron 
gates depicting gum leaves. 
 
An examples in Ranelagh includes 'Sandy Cove' of c.1928 at 1-3 Rendlesham Avenue.  Its most 
distinctive feature is the jerkin-head roof, which is used in major and minor form to the front elevation. A 
jerkin- head roof is also used at the front of the Spanish Mission bungalow at 14 Rosserdale Crescent, but 
while smaller this house is more formal in its composition. More similar in intent is 'High Clere' (HO14) 
in Mount Martha, designed by architect Robert Hamilton in the 1930s.  It differs in being a purist 
interpretation of the Olde English style, while the use of crazy paving to the house's foundations as well 
as landscaping elements is a strong theme for houses in the Ranelagh Estate. It is also seen at 17-19 
Rendlesham Avenue and 15-17 Ravenscourt Crescent. 
 
Although it is acknowledged that a number of changes have been made to the original design since it was 
built, enough features remain to understand the architectural style.   
 
Changes include: various levels that appear to show numerous additions and alterations have been made 
to the original house, including the front elevation.   It is not known when the verandah was enclosed, but 
there is evidence of an earlier, corrugated iron roof of different pitch to the current roof and c.1920s 
exterior boxed windows on the (now) internal wall which were originally facing into an open verandah.  
The skillion roofed dormer, may have had a door opening to a balcony, however, the balcony appears to 
have been extended so that it projects over the verandah roof and has a new balustrade.  The original 
timber shingles on the roof have been replaced with non-timber shingles, the exterior walls and many 
windows have been replaced, but they match the original ones, which is a form of maintenance and 
known as ‘reconstruction’ in the Burra Charter.   
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2 23 Rannoch 
Avenue, Mount 
Eliza 
  

‘Oakhill’ 

Tudor 
Revival 

Palm Tree 

c.1937  

 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
History (researched by Graeme Butler ) 
 
Summary 
Built 1937-8 for Mrs May Gladys Montague Taylor of Sangus Creek, Serpentine.   
 
Titles 
Leo Brand Tomlins of 360 Collins St, Melbourne public accountant lots 30, 31 of LP 10718 
1/5/ 1930- 
May Gladys Montague Taylor of Sangers (Sangus) Creek, Serpentine, married woman 13/4/1937- 
John Sylvester McNamara of Lowri, Lilydale, chemist, 5/3/1952- 
Huntly Gordon Hancox, company director, and Catherine Fiona Hancox, MW of Oakhill, Rannoch Ave, 
Mount Eliza (mortgages 1958-62 and later) 
Viva Ilma Manuth 19 Caramar Ave, Brighton East, book keeper, 17/8/1964-(mortgage, SSB) 
William Henry Foster Lyons, solicitor, and Virginia Anne Lyons, mw, 19/12/1968- 
Victor Stafford, company director, Joan H Stafford, 7/4/1970-, etc. 
 
Rate books 
1929-30, 1092 Tomlins, L 4 Vincent st, Malvern, Ranelagh estate land lots 30-1 ₤14 
1937-8, 3003 Mrs MGT Taylor, Sangus Creek, Serpentine , House and Land lots 30-1,NAV ₤10 crossed 
out to ₤72 
1940-1, 2648 Mrs MGT Taylor, Sangus Creek, Serpentine , House and Land lots 30-1, ₤72 (also owns 
land- lots 13-16, 32-33) 
Lots 30, 31 LP10718 
 
Description 
An attic-style Tudor Revival house with a very steep multi gable roof clad in Marseille tiles.  The 
chimney is of unpainted clinker brick as are the ground floor walls.  The upper parts of the gable-ends are 
half- timbered.  One of the very large gable ends, which projects towards the front of the allotment 
presents a bold view to the street with the bold use of a large solid red clinker brick chimney rising 
symmetrically from the ground to the apex of the gable with strapping either side of it at the attic floor 
level.   
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The massive, steep gables roof, chimney and the palm tree are striking features visible from the public 
realm.  The high clinker brick fence, is built of similar bricks as those in the house, but appears to be 
recent.   

Notable changes include a large two storey extension being constructed in clinker brick at the rear, 2012-
13.  Although this extension is partially visible from the street, the original architecture is predominantly 
intact.  

Sources 

Shire of Mornington rate books, Mount Eliza Riding E1, VPRS 13665/P1/  
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3 28 – 34 
Rannoch 
Avenue, Mount 
Eliza 
 
‘Nithsdale’ 

Inter War Spanish 
Mission/Old English 
house and hedge. 

c.1935 HO
215 

 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
History   
The land was acquired as lot 160 by Gwen J Robinson Kew 1932, lots 160 A&B by Mary K & Lawrence 
Lawrence, grazier Albury 1930 and C Rene Chaleyer, Collins Street merchant 1930.  [Titles].  By 1934-5 
Jean Robinson of Nithsdale in Molesworth St, Kew, owned a new house on lots 160abc, 160. [RB 1934-
5, 2371-2 “house” written in].  She had acquired lots 161-162 by c.1936 and lot 163 by c.1939 when her 
address was care of GL Robinson, Ranelagh Club. [RB1936-7, 3841f; RB1939-40, 2452].  She sold to 
Otto Prouse Fluck c.1942 and he sold to Clarence Williams c.1946. [RB 1942-3, 2418; RB 1944-5, 2052].   
 
Lionel and Jean Robinson 
Mrs Jean Robinson (nee Hinder) was the wife of Commander Lionel Frederick Robinson MVO, DSC, 
RN ret (1888-).  He had a distinguished and extensive naval career, serving in the First War as Lieutenant 
and later Lieutenant  Commander and rising to the rank of Commander by 1923 [WWA 1935, 401].  He 
then joined Austral Silk and Cotton Mills Ltd. Victoria.  His father was Frederich F Robinson, vice-
chairman and managing director of Yarra Falls Ltd. [WWA 1944, 702].  By the 1940s Lionel was 
described as living at Frankston [WWA 1944]. John Pruscino (hospital director) was a later owner.[see 
WWA 1938, 703].  Recent owners include Bruce and Jean Martin (managing dir.), Lionel and Ivy Glenn 
and Barote P/L who commissioned John Kartick to design renovations in the late 1980s and a new garage 
in c.1992. [FN3, 1620, 53000]. It is thought by many residents in the area to be among the best built 
houses in Mount Eliza and the cypress hedge which surrounds it is a local landmark [B Hobart pers.com].  
  
Description 
This is an Old English style with some Spanish Mission style elements.  The large stuccoed house is set in 
a period garden and is one of the small group of houses which is of a similar era to the Estate in which 
they are sited.  The house roof has multiple steep gables, with corbeled eaves and projecting bays adding 
visual variety, and the roof cladding is variegated orange Marseilles pattern terra-cotta tiles.  The tiles and 
the group of small circular gable vents underscore the styles’s Spanish Mission elements but the steep 
gable roofs, small windows, eaves corbles and stained timber archway at the porch suggest an Old 
English inspiration.  The landscape setting (cypress hedge, camellia, wisteria, stone pines, and Monterey 
pines, agapanthus and a scoria drive) is related to the house construction date.  The rubble stone gateway, 
with its iron gates and archway, and the notable cypress hedge are all fine examples of the type and scale.  
The garden is of regional significance, compared to others of a similar date and scale.  
 
Significance 
Nithsdale is significant within the Mornington Peninsula as the home of Commander Lionel and Jean 
Robinson, Lionel having distinguished himself in the navy and later in the textile industry.  The house, 
with its distinctive custom design, high external integrity, large scale and extensive garden, clearly 
expresses the rank, tastes and wealth of its owners, being extensive in area and grounds for a beach house 
of this era in the Ranelagh Estate.  [Citation based on Shire of Mornington Heritage Study  Graeme Butler 
and Associates, p302. ]  
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4 15-17 
Ravenscourt 
Crescent, 
Mount Eliza  
 

‘Cloughmore’ 

Inter War Georgian 
Revival 

Oak tree. 

c.1938  

 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

History  
The two lots (Lots 78 and 79 of Ranelagh Estate) were under separate ownership until 1937, when they 
were both purchased by Ruth Crossle in August and November 1937 (LV: V5679/F774; V5663/F519). 
The house was built shortly after this, c.1938, as a brick house and garage (Context 2009:197). Research 
undertaken to date has been unable to confirm an architect for this house. 
 
The 1937-38 rate books indicate that Ruth Crossle was rated for land on Lots 78 and 79, however, the net 
annual value is crossed out and there is a note to revalue the property, as well as a note about a building 
application. This strongly suggests that the house was built in 1937-38 (RB). At this date, Ruth Crossle is 
also rated for 6-10 Rosserdale Crescent (Lots 84, 85 & 86), which also has a house by 1937. These lots 
adjoined 15-17 Ravenscourt Crescent to the north (RB).  
 
In the rate books viewed, between 1937 and 1940, William George Crossle is rated for land on Lots 399, 
400 and 403, which is called 'Cloughmore'. This indicates that Crossle had named land elsewhere in 
Ranelagh Estate, Cloughmore, prior to the house at 15-17 Ravenscourt Crescent (RB).  
 
In 1949, the north portion of number 13 was purchased by William Crossle, adding to the extent (LV: 
V5156/F030). Upon Ruth's death in 1951, the house was transferred to William G Crossle, engineer, in 
September 1952 (LV: V5679/F774; V5663/F519). Argus articles in 1951 refer to the house as 
'Cloughmore' under the Crossles (Argus, 6 Dec 1951:15; 19 Dec 1951:13).  
 
Description   
‘Cloughmore', is a large brick house built c.1938 in the Georgian Revival style.  The long, linear plan of 
the single storey elevation facing Ravenscourt Crs is somewhat characteristic of the moderne style, but 
the window fenestration, shutters, and materials are characteristic of Georgian Revival.  The rear 
elevation is two storey. 
   
The large, dominant hip roof is clad in Marseille tiles (green?) and punctuated with clinker brick 
chimneys.  Walls of clinker bricks with narrow tapestry brick bands and piers around the entrance.  
Single-pane sash windows, some with geometric leadlights installed in the last few years.  Shutters may 
not be original but they would be common on a Georgian Revival house. 
 
There is a mature oak tree in the front yard.  Crazy-paved gateposts and metal gates may be original or 
early, however the lower section of the gates has been sympathetically repaired and altered in the last few 
years (Personal communication with the current owner). 
 
The two storey garage with room above and the front paling fence are not significant.  
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5 21 – 23 
Ravenscourt 
Crescent, Mount 
Eliza 
 
 

Inter War Arts and 
Crafts & Georgian 
Revival  
 
1925 architect 
attributed to Harold 
Debrowe Annear. 
 
Altered in 1946-8 by 
owner, architect 
Harry Johnson. 
Hedge. 

c.1925 Inter War Arts and Crafts / Georgian 
Revival and hedge. 

 

 
History 
 
The house at 21-23 Ravenscourt Crescent (originally Lots 75 and 76 of Ranelagh Estate) was built in 
1925 (RB) for Mrs Alice Austin, wife of Frank Austin and mother of Alice Turner (of 2 Rendlesham 
Avenue). Peter Johnson suggests that the architect could have been one of the following: Harold 
Desbrowe-Annear, who is known to have worked for John Taylor and Sequoia; a student of Desbrowe-
Annears; Austin Richard Butler, known by the Austin family; or possibly Marcus Martin, who designed a 
house in Toorak for Alice Austin (daughter) (Peter Johnson, place files). Research undertaken to date has 
been unable to confirm an architect for this house, but it is attributed to Desbrowe Annear on stylistic 
grounds (Huddle). 

The house was built on three lots (75, 76 and 87; the latter being the current number 12 Rosserdale 
Crescent), with the driveway off Rosserdale Crescent and the service access and garage near the 
Ravenscourt Crescent boundary (Peter Johnson, place file; LV: V5105/937). An Argus article dating to 
1936 advertised the auction of the house, under instructions from Graeme Austin Esquire, which 
'comprises 9 rooms, 2 bathrooms, servants' quarters, with bathroom and conv., many built-in 'robes, 
drawers and cupboards, H.W.S., elec. light, garage. Also boathouse and bathing-box on beach, stables 
&c'. The land also included the lot to the north, fronting Rosserdale Avenue (Argus, 21 Nov 1936:2). 
Ranelagh Club meetings are said to have been occasionally held at Ravenscourt in the 1930s (McMahon 
1996:29). Mrs Austin remained at the house until 1937 (Peter Johnson, place file), when the titles indicate 
that the house was transferred to Graeme B. Austin, gentleman, located in New South Wales. It was not 
until February 1941 that was he was able to sell the land, to Harry Raymond Johnson, architect (LV: 
V5156/F037).  

The house was altered in 1946-8 by owner, architect Harry Johnson. Johnson replaced the west pergola 
with a new stepped front entry, added new entrance gates and stone-faced piers on Rosserdale Crescent 
and altered the staff quarters (Peter Johnson, place file). In the 1940s Johnson purchased the lot to the 
north (25 Ravenscourt Crescent), which he made into an orchard (Peter Johnson, place file). 

A sale advertisement in 1956 noted the house had four bedrooms, large lounge, dining room, breakfast 
room, kitchen and two bathrooms. It included detached buildings (including a bedroom, living room, 
shower room and three toilets) and a garage (Argus, 14 Jan 1956:20; Peter Johnson, place file). At this 
date, Ravenscourt was advertised as being located on grounds that totalled over half an acre, entering off 
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Rosserdale Crescent (Argus, 14 Jan 1956:22). In 1972 the lot fronting Rosserdale Crescent was sold (LV: 
V5156/F037).  
 
Description 
 
Ravenscourt is a two-storey weatherboard house of 1925 with Arts and Crafts and Georgian 
Revival influences. Ravenscourt Cr elevation was originally the rear of the house.  Very wide timber lines 
eaves beneath a high hip roof clad with concrete tiles. Four-over-one, and eight over one sash windows, 
some with original louvered shutters. Slightly tapered rendered chimneys with narrow moulding at top. 
Projecting window bay at south-west corner of facade (west elevation) set at angle to house, beneath its 
own roof (typical design feature of Harold Desbrowe Annear).  

Single-storey section on north side with balustraded terrace above. Detached garage (north side) and flat 
(south side) are early or original.  The house was altered in 1946-8 by owner, architect Harry Johnson. 
Johnson replaced the west pergola with a new stepped front entry, added new entrance gates and stone-
faced piers on Rosserdale Crescent and altered the staff quarters (Peter Johnson, place file). In the 1940s 
Johnson purchased the lot to the north (25 Ravenscourt Crescent), on which he planted an orchard (Peter 
Johnson, place file). 
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6 27 Ravenscourt 
Crescent, Mount Eliza  
 

‘Mulberry Cottage’ 

‘Warrane’ 

Inter War 
Mediterranean 

Architect 
attributed to 
Alfred Henry 
Beckwith. 

1942  

 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

History (researched by Graeme Butler) 
Built for Maggie Beckwith, wife of architect Alfred Henry Beckwith, to whom the design is attributed, in 
1942.  Maggie Beckworth was living in Sumerlee Grove, Hawthorn (Electoral Roll) when the house was 
built, indicating that this may have been built as a holiday house, or, perhaps, it was a property 
development as it was sold soon after being built.    
 
Reginald and Olive Leggo both milliners, and also known as merchant and manufacturer, owned the 
property for about 20 years from 1943-4. Reginald Madron Leggo & Olive Leggo, then of the Albert 
Hotel, Essex st, Footscray, moved from Footscray, to Ranelagh, about 1949.  
  
Reg was a significant philanthropist.  The 1949 Standard Frankston newspaper noted the results of a golf 
tournament, ‘Mr. Reg Leggo was congratulated for his great and thoughtful effort in raising £10 for the 
Frankston Community Hospital.’  However, it seems that they may have had a ‘town house’, or used the 
house for holidays, as `The Argus': Monday 2 October 1950 noted that Reg lived in Toorak.  
  
`The Argus': Monday 29 January 1951 VICTORIAN DIARY.    “SUNSHADES and shooting sticks were 
contrasting accessories carried by some woman racegoers at Mornington Racing Club's charity meeting 
on Saturday...Mrs. R. M. Ansett, wife of the chairman, had as luncheon guests Mrs. Alan Fildes; 
committee men's wives Mrs. V. Mayes (whose husband is vice-chairman), and 
Mrs. B. I. Watson; Mrs. Coles, Dromana; and Mrs. Norman Seabrook...Other 
visitors were Mrs. E. B. Coles, Hendra, Mount Eliza, Mrs. Roy Grounds, 
Frankston, and Mrs. Reg Leggo, Frankston. 
 
By 1964, Ian Thomas Henderson junior executive and Sandra Wootten 
Henderson of Nicholson St, North Balwyn 15/9/1964- owned the property, but it 
was only four years later when John G. Bath, manager, and Anne Bath were the 
owners of Warrane, Ravenscourt Crt., Mount Eliza 26/3/1968-  However, John 
and Anne owned it for only three years, when Richard S Hamlin, marketing 
manager, became the owner of 27 Ravenscourt Crt., Mount Eliza, 3/12/1971. 
 
Description  
The house is a small weatherboard bungalow with American Colonial Revival 
influence, which is particularly noticeable in the classical timber detailing at the 
entrance and wall angles.  The hip roof has deep slated eaves, clad in metal (?) 
tiles with two small projecting hipped bays at front, flanking the entry porch.  
The walls are clad in timber weatherboards, mitred at the angles.  The recessed 
front porch is set behind a timber soffit arch and square Tuscan columns in 
antis.   Engaged square Tuscan columns are also located at the angles of the 
walls.  The front door is multi light and the windows are four-over-one sashes 
with fixed shutters.  
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7 1 – 3 Rendlesham 
Avenue, Mount Eliza 
 

‘Sandy Cove’ 

‘Harfield’ ? 

Inter War 
Arts and 
Crafts/Georgi
an Revival  

Hedge 

c.1932  

 

 
History (Context Hermes No 191237) 
Sequoia sold the current numbers 1, 3 and 5 Rendlesham Avenue (Lots 133-135) to Ruth Allan in 
December 1931. 
 
The 1931-2 rate books recorded that a house was built for Dr E Allan, medical practitioner, on lots 133-
135 in March 1932 (RB). The house was called 'Sandy Cove' (Context 2009). Research undertaken to 
date has been unable to confirm an architect for this house. 
 
In May 1943 the house and three lots were sold to Max and Winifred Valentine (LV: V5629/F767; 
V5768/F544). English writer and aeronautical engineer Nevil Shute Norway (1899-1960) is known to 
have lived at the Valentine's house whilst writing On the Beach, which was first published in 1957. The 
book was made into a movie, scenes for which were filmed at the nearby Canadian Bay beach (M 
Breidahl, 23 June 2012; ADB; Ranelagh Club, 'Club History').  
 
An article in the Argus in 1951 (26 Sep 1951:4) notes that Nevil Shute Norway had sent taxidermied 
animals to 'Harfield' in Ranelagh Estate, after big game hunting in the Northern Territory. This may 
suggest that at this date the house at 1-3 Rendlesham Avenue was called 'Harfield'.  The current numbers 
3 and 5 were subdivided and sold in the 1960s, with number 3 being re-consolidated at a later date (LV: 
V7184/F755). 
  
Description 
‘Sandy Cove', a large, two-storey roughcast stuccoed brick house of 1932, with Arts and Crafts and 
Georgian Revival influences.  It has a large hipped roof and smaller hipped enclosed porch, with 
Marseille tiles; deep eaves with slated soffit, tapered roughcast chimney with red brick diaper pattern.  
There is a one-storey gabled extension to the south-east.  Both are roughcast rendered brick with red-
brick apron below, 12 or 9 over-1 sash windows with projecting sills, supported by red brick corbels and 
an apron of red brick between the corbels. A substantial mature cypress hedge follows the curve of the 
street and is set close to the front elevation. 
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8 2 Rendlesham Avenue, 
Mount Eliza  
 
‘Dunsany’ 
‘Carmen del Mar’ 
‘Fiesta’ 

Inter War 
Mediterranean  
Hedge 
Architect Alec 
Stanley 
Eggelston 

c.1931  

 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

History 
The house 'Carmen del Mar', at 2 Rendlesham Avenue, was designed by architect Alec Stanley Eggelston 
and built in April 1931. It was built for Mrs Alice Avalon Turner (nee Austin), the eldest child of Alice 
and Frank Austin of Avalon. Mrs Alice Austin lived at Ravenscourt (21-23 Ravenscourt Crescent) 
between 1925 and 1937 (Peter Johnson, place file). A boundary hedge (Cupresses macrocarpa) remains 
on three boundaries of the property, which is suggested to have been planted c.1920s, but may date to the 
construction of the house (Current owner 2012). 
 
The current owners indicate that the house was also called 'Fiesta', which is written behind the sign 
bearing the current house name, at the front gate. The previous owners named the house 'Dunsany' 
(Current owners 2012).  
 
Description  
‘Carmen Del Mar' or 'Dunsay', a single-storey weatherboard house with mitred angles, of 1931 in the 
Inter-war Georgian Revival style (similar in detail to American Colonial Revival). The high hip roof with 
a brick chimney is clad in Marseilles tiles as are the lower side hipped pavilions flanking an entrance 
pergola with slim Tuscan-order columns.  Sash windows with solid timber shutters with diamond cut-out 
motif.  Curved entrance drive and extensive mature cypress hedge along the boundaries.  Recent 
extensions on both sides of the house, are set back from the front elevations so that the original house is 
easily discerned, and does not encroach on the front setting.   
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9 17 – 19 Rendlesham 
Avenue, Mount Eliza  

Interwar 
Georgian 
Revival 

Architect 
John Hughes 
Beckwith 
 

c.1948  

 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

History 
The land at 17-19 Rendlesham Avenue (Lots 126 & 127 of Ranelagh Estate) was transferred from 
Sequoia Pty Ltd to Maggie Beckwith in November 1947 (LV: V5629/F767). At this date, this portion of 
Rendlesham Avenue was called Rutland Avenue. In 1949, under Maggie Beckwith's ownership, the value 
of the property increased from £14 to £80. In 1953 the property almost tripled in value, to £210 (RB). 
This suggests that the Georgian Revival bungalow, located in the centre of the two lots, was built in 1948.  
However, according to Simon Reeves, the house was designed by the architect John Hughes Beckwith for 
himself in 1949-50.  The value increase in 1953 suggests there were either additions made to the house or 
a value increase in the general area. Maggie lived in the house until her death in 1971, after which the 
house was passed to Ruby Beckwith of 'Shaldea', Rutland Avenue, Mount Eliza, in April 1973 
(LV:V7217/F221).   
 
Description 
A single-storey timber weatherboard house with finely mitred angles, and ‘corbles’ and plinth, built 
c.1948 in an informal Georgian Revival style, with vertical board and batten cladding to the steep gable-
ends, deep eaves with slatted soffits, L-shaped plan with Marseille tile roof. Simple classical entablature 
to windows, which are 4-over-4 and 9-over-9 sashes with louvered shutters. Crazy paving to foundations, 
front steps, front terrace and path. 
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10 27 Rendlesham 
Avenue, Mount Eliza  
7 

‘Nun’s Retreat’ 

Inter War 
American 
Colonial 
Revival 

c.1937 
- 40 

 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

History 

The land was originally Lot 122 of the Ranelagh Estate subdivision. Muriel Criswick bought the lot from 
Slaney in June 1929. In August 1938 the property was sold to Dorothy Hack of the Queen Adelaide Club, 
Adelaide, who sold it one year later to Herbert and Irene Kent of Ranelagh Estate, in 1939 (LV: 
V5105/F937; V5570:F992).  
 
It has been suggested that the house 'Nun's Retreat' at 27 Rendlesham Avenue was built c.1935, under the 
ownership of the Catholic Church (Lloyd 2008). The titles show that from 1929 to 1938, the land was 
officially owned by Criswick (LV: V5570/F992). The rate books record that Lot 122 was still land in 
1937, valued at £6. In 1940, the Kents were rated for a 'house and land' on the lot, valued at £50. This 
indicates that a house was built between 1937 and 1940 (RB).  
 
The house was used as a retreat for nuns and known the 'the nun's house' and is now referred to as 'Nun's 
Retreat' (Lloyd 2008). It is not known at what period it served as a retreat.  

 

Description 
 
‘Nun's Retreat', a two-storey weatherboard American Colonial Revival house of 1937-40, with a 
transverse gable roof and single-storey gabled pavilions on either side.  Entrance portico supported on 
four slim posts.  Panelled shutters to windows. Recent alterations include replacement of Marseille tile 
roof (also to portico) with Colorbond, replacement of 6-over-1 sash windows with 6-pane fixed windows, 
replacement of front door and sidelights with neo-Victorian, 1 chimney removed, the other rendered and 
replacement of the deteriorated timber weatherboards with matching ones.  
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11 35 Rendlesham 
Avenue, Mount Eliza  
 

‘Reiss Lodge’ 

‘Hadlow’ 

Inter War 
Colonial 
Revival  

Hedge 

c.1935  

 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

History 
The house 'Hadlow' was built between 1934-1937 (RB) for owner Alfred J Phillips, a legal manager, who 
purchased the lot from Mrs Gertrude Duncan (Butler 1994:309-10). The rate books record that Lot 118 
was still land, under Duncan's ownership in 1933-4. In 1937-8, Phillips is rated for a house and land on 
lots 118-119, valued at £100 (RB).  
 
Around 1939, the house and adjoining lots were purchased by James S. Morris and Herbert N. Morris, 
who built another house on the land by c.1942 (on lots 116-117; current numbers 37 and 39) (Butler 
1994:309-10; RNE citation). The lots have since been subdivided and the boundaries realigned, 
separating numbers 37 and 39, and the portion of 33 Rendlesham Avenue.  
 
Ethel Morris and Marion Love bought the house at 35 Rendlesham Avenue in March 1955, by which time 
it was known as 'Reiss Lodge'. Subsequent owners include Josephine Marion and Ethel Goldstone (1962), 
Sirrom Investments Pty Ltd (1969), Vaughn and Helen Marshall (1969) and M. and M. Foster Pty Ltd 
(1978).  
 
In 1980 an extension was added to the rear of the house, designed by architects De Bloink and Max 
Walker of Brighton (Mornington Shire Building Permit records). These additions included a recreation 
room, conservatory, extensive timber decking and swimming pool (Report of the Panel 2002:39).  
Further alterations have been carried out, by the current owners, to the north side of the house (Council 
site inspection 2012). A mature Cypress hedge and swagged gates remain, as does the matching garage. 
 
Description 
‘Reiss Lodge', formerly 'Hadlow', a large, two-storey weatherboard house of c.1935 in the Colonial 
Revival style with matching garage.  Transverse gable roof with projecting gabled bay at centre of facade.  
All gables (including garage) have a broken 
pediment and round louvered vent.  Elliptical 
fanlight to deeply recessed front door with 
classical keystone, and with Adamesque leadlight 
to fanlight and sidelights.  Windows to first floor 
are 6-over-1 sashes, 12-over-1 and 1 over 1 to 
ground floor; all have simple classical entablature.  
The large cypress hedge at front and swagged 
timber front pedestrian gate are also important 
features of this property, but it is interesting to 
note that the hedge is unique in that it has been 
planted inside the road reserve and therefore, it is 
protected by the Victorian Heritage Registration 
for the Ranelagh Estate.   
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12 43 Rendlesham 
Avenue, Mount Eliza  
 

‘Rochdale’ 

Inter War 
American 
Colonial 
Revival 

c.1940s  

 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

History 
Sequoia transferred 43 and 45 Rendlesham Avenue (Lots 114 & 115 of the Ranelagh Estate subdivision) 
to Rana Plowman in February 1946 (LV: V5629/F767; V6875/F858).  
 
In 1944, Rana B Plowman was rated for land in Ranelagh Estate, valued at £12; lots 114 and 115. The 
rate books record that by 1949 a house was built and the property value increased to £110. In 1953 the 
value of the property more than doubled, increasing to a net annual value of £260 (RB). This indicates 
that a house was built between 1944 and 1948. The value increase in 1953 suggests either additions to the 
house, or a general value increase in the area. 
 
Kenneth Plowman became the owner in December 1956, before transferring the house and two lots to 
Frieda Busch ad Josef Busch on the same day. In the 1970s, the owners subdivided 45 Rendlesham 
Avenue (Lot 114) (LV: V8869/F864; LV: V8967/F951). 
 
Description  
‘Rochdale', a two storey house of the mid-1940s in the American Colonial Revival style. Transverse 
gable roof clad in dark Marseille tiles, with gable-fronted bay to south side (flush with facade). Ground 
floor walls are brick (overpainted) with incised horizontal bands. First floor jettied out, clad in wide 
weatherboards (or similar). Entrance portico supported on square fluted columns, original tiled floor. 
Ground floor windows are 6-over-6 sashes; first floor windows are pairs of 6-pane casements. Finely 
detailed brackets below vent to front gable and beneath first floor window on south side. No fence to 
front yard, as was the custom in the USA. 
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13 2 Roehampton 
Crescent, Mount Eliza  
 

‘Frost Hill’ 

Inter War 
American 
Colonial 
Revival 

1935  

 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

History (researched by Graeme Butler) 
According to the 1929 Rate Books, R.W. Dickson, solicitor of Lansell Rd, Toorak was the owner of the 
land, but it was in 1935 when the house was built on Lot 244 for Mrs Bertha Brookes, also of Toorak, 
wife of Sir Wilfred Brooks.  Wilfred was the grandson of Alfred Deakin, the second Prime Minister of 
Australia, was born in 1906 in South Yarra, to Herbert Robinson Brookes and Ivy (nee Deakin).  Bertha 
and Wilfred lived in Toorak when this site was vacant land, but at the time the house was built in 1935, 
they lived at the Crofts, Stonnington Place, Malvern, which indicates that this was probably a holiday 
house.   
 
Photo: Wilfred Deakin Brookes as a child between Pattie and Alfred Deakin at Ballara, c.1908 (Deakin 
University web site: part of: Alfred Deakin Prime Ministerial Library collection) 
Annie May Mullett 11 Chastleton Ave, Toorak, owned the property for ten years from May 1940, but 

from 1950 Maureen Hogan Cook of Berwick Rd, Harkaway was the 
owner and occupier for the next twenty-three years.   
 
Description    
The imposing house is prominently sited to address the curvature of the 
street.  A two storey transverse gable roofed building clad in terra cotta 
Marseille tiles with a short brick chimney at the south end.  The upper 
floor is slightly jettied over the ground floor and visually supported on 
decorative brackets.  The first floor windows are contained in dormers 
which are flush with the facade.  The entrance entablature is supported 
on fine timber brackets.  Windows are six-over-six sashes with 
louvered shutters on the ground floor.  There is a single-storey, gable-
roof wing to the north side of the house (probably original), and a later 
flat-roof garage added to that.  A door in the gable end opens to the 
balustraded, flat roof of the garage. 

 
Sources: Shire of Mornington rate books, Mount Eliza Riding E1, VPRS 13665/P1/ 
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14 14 Rosserdale 
Crescent, Mount Eliza  
 

‘Charleston’ 

Inter War 
Spanish 
Mission 

c.1929  

 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

History 
In June 1929, Mary Hume purchased 14 Rosserdale Crescent from Henry B. Slaney, Thomas B. Slaney 
and executors (Title 5105/937).  The house, known as Charleston, was built soon after Hume purchased 
the land, c.1930s.  
 
The rear of the house has undergone recent alterations and additions in a sympathetic style. 
  detached bungalow remains behind the house.  Historically, it illustrates the way in which well-to-do 
Melbournians holidayed during the inter-war era, including the importation of suburban styles to a 
holiday resort. (Criterion A) 
 

Description  
'Charleston' is an intact Spanish Mission Revival bungalow.  Walls are weatherboard and the jerkin-head 
roof is clad in Marseille titles.  The deep eaves are timber lined.  The most distinctive architectural feature 
is the front verandah, which sits below the jerkin head. It has three wide semicircular arches executed in 
textured render with short barely-twist columns supporting the central spandrels.  Above the columns are 
classical paterae.  The verandah is a very deep L shape, with timber flooring and a coved cement sheet 
ceiling, providing an outdoor 'room'.  The house is entered via double, glazed doors, filled with leadlights 
in an elongated diamond pattern. To the right of the verandah, there is a flat roofed section which may be 
an extension as it also has a different leadlight pattern in the windows compared to those under the 
verandah, indicating that it too may be an addition. 
 

 
Detail of the Barley Twist verandah columns.    
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15 21 Rosserdale 
Crescent, Mount Eliza  
 

Inter War 
Arts and 
Crafts 
Bungalow  

Architect 
attributed. 
Desbrowe 
Annear 

c.1925 HO221 

 

 
History (refer also to the citation for 23 Rosserdale Crs) 
This house was first owned by the Sequoia Pty Ltd and reputedly used as an annex to Ranelagh House 
together with 23 Rosserdale for the sleeping accommodation of club member’s guests, containing in total 
some 20 bedrooms. This was, as explained in the first sales brochures, part of the communal facilities 
provided by the club for members.  Survey plans of the Estate show this lot 106 as much larger (3 acres) 
and separate from the other new lots, confirming the existence of improvements on the site. 
 
John Taylor, an investor of Lansell Road, Toorak, was the rated owner of this and a number of houses 
plus land on the Estate early in the twentieth century.  He is said to have been a bachelor and linked with 
a timber company with holdings at Tallarook.  There was reputedly a camp there which was visited by 
artists linked with the Ranelagh Estate such as Trenery andWheeler.  Taylor died in 1943.  Taylor’s 
company, Sequoia P/L of South Melbourne, took over the tenure in 1935 when this house was still one of 
a number unsold on the Estate and used in conjunction with Nyora as the guest house.  The three Sequoia 
directors were Sharp, J.E. Taylor and J.W. McComas.  It is thought that one of the Sequoia company 
directors, Sharp, was responsible for the construction of this and another dormitory behind it. 
 
Sequoia P/L sold out to Mrs Helen Winnicott in 1945 when the property consisted of the clubhouse, two 
houses and a guest house on lot 106 of the Estate.  She met trouble with the Crown Lands Department 
over encroachment on the foreshore reserve by two of her buildings in 1949, one was a small building 
erected c.1948 at the back of lot 2 (this site) and another larger one was from c.1925 at the back of Lot 1 
(Nyora), despite many letters and warnings she refused to remove either one. 
 
More recent owners include Charles Butler, John and Sharne Wall of Brighton, Ron Gray (c.1980s, lot 2 
at rear) and Peter Chaplin (new garage, 1990s).  When Charles Butler purchased the house it had a long 
row of bedrooms in the roof space which prompted his term for the house as a dormer (dormitory) for the 
club guest house (Nyora).   [Source Butler Shire of Mornington Heritage Study p 315] 
 
Description 
This unusual Chalet style, two-storey former guest house is clad with timber and roofed with shingle-
pattern tiles with terra-cotta ridge cappings. The tea-house-like hipped and gabled roof, deep (stuccoed?) 
eaves, with each room or balcony (some enclosed?) element having its own roof form, promoting a 
picturesque form.  However, the most notable elements are the semi-circular windows (with diamond 
shaped lead-lights) bays, cut into the wall corner and propped from below, with shingled skirt-like fascias 
above.  The roof gables have trellised vents at the apex and the chimneys are angled in the plan of the 
house.  The Harold Desbrowe Annear 1920s design for the Grimwade family near Baxter has similarities 
with this design, particularly the use of propped window bays at each upper corner of the house.  The 
garden appears to have mature cypress and palm specimens (obscured) typical of the presumed period of 
the house (c.1925.).  [Butler] 
 
The distinctive rough cast fence design appears to be contemporary with the house.  
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Detail of fence  
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16 23 Rosserdale 
Crescent, Mount Eliza  
 

‘Ranelagh Guest House 
Annexe/Dormatory’ 

Inter War 
Bungalow 

Architect 
attributed. 
Desbrowe 
Annear 

c.1925  

 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
History (see also 21 Rosserdale Crescent)  
23 Rosserdale Crescent is strongly associated with the development of the Ranelagh Guest House next 
door (formerly Nyora). The three buildings in Rosserdale Crescent (21, 23 and Nyora) operated as the 
Ranelagh Guest House with titles of the 'annexe' and the 'dormitory', leased by the Ranelagh Club from 
1925-29, but owned by Sequoia Pty Ltd until 1945, then Helen Winnicott until 1953.It is associated with 
a key development theme of the ‘origins of the Ranelagh Estate’ and with seaside living at Ranelagh. 
With Nyora as the Ranelagh Guest House and 23 Rosserdale as either the 'annexe' or the 'dormitory', it 
strongly demonstrates the early use of the Ranelagh Estate as a place of leisure. 
 
The building at 23 Rosserdale Crescent was constructed as guest lodgings c.1925 as part of the Ranelagh 
Guest House complex on Ranelagh Estate, Mount Eliza.  The owners of the Ranelagh Guest House, and 
developer of the entire Ranelagh Estate was Sequoia Pty Ltd.  The architect or designer of 23 Rosserdale 
Crescent has not been determined. 
 
Ranelagh Guest House (formerly Nyora), the Annexe and the Dormitory were all located on Lot 106 
(subdivision plan LP 10718). This was a very large block of land that ran west from 15 Rosserdale 
Crescent to the foreshore. While the Ranelagh Club leased and ran the three buildings from 1925 to serve 
the accommodation and entertainment needs of members, they never managed to purchase them. The 
Ranelagh Club Committee recommended the purchase from John Taylor of 'the whole of lot 106 with 
Guest House [Nyora], Dormitory House & other improvements' in June 1927. 
 
Taylor agreed upon a 1,000 pound deposit (on the 10,000 pound total price), as long as he could retain 
'special furniture' as specified. The Committee then decided, however, that they did not have sufficient 
funds to go through with the sale, and in October 1928 requested that the sale contract be changed to a 
lease on 'the Guest House & Dormitory House together with Allotment No 106 and all other buildings 
and conveniences thereon'. Less than a year later, in August 1929, the Committee requested that Taylor 
cancel the lease on the Ranelagh Club site, probably due to the economic downturn.[1] 
 

 

Two Bungalows at Ranelagh House Mount Eliza, 1936 No.23 is in the foreground and 21 in the background. . 
Source: Royal Historical Society of Victoria 



 

253 | P a g e  
 

Considering that the Dormitory House was frequently mentioned by name in the Ranelagh Club Minutes 
(as well as the Guest House) it is likely that this name was used for the substantial, masonry building at 
21 Rosserdale Crescent. This would mean that 23 Rosserdale Crescent was called The Annexe. While not 
mentioned by this name in the meeting minutes, it could have been the topic of discussion in October 
1927, when Taylor was asked by the Committee to 'renovate the cottage formerly occupied by Thomas' 
after which the Committee resolved to spend 100 pounds on 'providing accommodation in the roof'.[2] 
There is no weatherboard cottage or similar listed in the 1923 sale notice for Nyora, so Thomas' cottage 
must have been built by Sequoia Pty Ltd. If this was, indeed, the same building as 23 Rosserdale 
Crescent, then these works may have been the addition of an upper storey on an earlier weatherboard 
cottage. This hypothesis, however, requires further research. The building at 23 Rosserdale Crescent was 
definitely in its present, two-storey form by 1936, as it is depicted in a photo of 'Two Bungalows at 
Ranelagh House, Mount Eliza[3]. 
 
After the Ranelagh Club relinquished their lease of the three buildings on Lot 106, it was run as a private 
guest house. Mrs Helen Winnicott was already manager of the Ranelagh Guest House when she 
purchased Lot 106 from Sequoia Pty Ltd on 15 November 1944. This followed the deaths of the two 
Sequoia Pty Ltd partners: Sharp in September 1943 and Taylor in December of that year. The sale 
advertisement describes the land as encompassing Ranelagh Guest House, as well as two 'detached 2-
storey' buildings, one with 12 bedrooms and the other 10 bedrooms plus two sleepouts, and a three-room 
'detached cottage'.[4] The two two-storey buildings would have been 21 and 23 Rosserdale Crescent and 
the detached cottage, probably the clubhouse, later converted to Helen Winnicott’s home. 
 
Mrs Mabel Latimer was proprietor of the Ranelagh Guest House at the time of the Melbourne Olympics 
of 1955. She subdivided Lot 106, and sold 23 Rosserdale Crescent to Charles V. Butler[5]. Butler, whose 
permanent address was 10 Haverbrook Avenue, Malvern, adapted the former lodgings house to serve as a 
single family's holiday house. This involved the removal of many internal walls on both floors, the 
creation of a kitchen, and the enclosure of parts of the verandah on both floors to extend two 
bedrooms[6]. 
 
Sources  
 
[1] Ranelagh Club Meeting Minutes Books, 18/08/1925; 16/05/1927; 20/06/1927; 11/10/1927; 
02/10/1928; 05/09/1929.  
[2] Ranelagh Club Meeting Minutes Books, 25/10/1927. 
[3] Royal Historical Society of Victoria, Two Bungalows at Ranelagh House, Mount Eliza, Photographer 
Oswald Zeigler, 1936, Item number BL070-0028. 
[4] Standard (Frankston), 14/12/1944, p 2; Argus, 22/09/1943, p 2; 18/12/1943, p 2; 15/11/1944, p 11. 
Land Title Vol 5629, Fol 767. 
[5] Pers. comm., Diane Dick & Meg Breidahl, residents of the Ranelagh Estate, 2012. 
[6] Shire of Mornington, Building Permit drawings for Permit No 4957, 23/09/1957. 

Description 
23 Rosserdale Crescent is set on a large allotment with a large garden at the front. The adjacent buildings 
of Nyora and 25-27 and 21 Rosserdale also retain large allotments around the buildings. It is noted 
however that number 21 has undergone some subdivision in recent times.  
 
23 Rosserdale Crescent is a two storey Inter-war bungalow with return verandah at the first floor level. It 
is sited with a large set-back and the greater part of the garden at the front of the house. The gabled roof is 
clad in terra-cotta tile and the eaves overhang the front elevation and are supported on underpurlins. This 
gable and eaves detail is similar to 21 Rosserdale Crescent. The house is essentially a square plan 
projected over two floors with a two-storey verandah on two sides and a low pitched gable roof. The 
verandah is supported on paired posts and a modern balustrade railing has been added. In 1936 an 
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external stair gave access to the front verandah however this has been demolished. The house appears to 
retain much of its original form but has undergone small extensions as a result of infilling the verandah 
space to provide additional or larger rooms. A garage has been added to one side and modern windows 
have changed the front elevation.  
 
The building is recognizable in form and roof detailing as an Inter-war bungalow and does resemble its 
former character as evident in the photograph of 1936. The most evident change to the integrity of the 
building has been through the replacement of most of the original windows (which appear to have once 
been triple light casement sashes). 
 
The retention of the open setting of the three houses including Nyora, 21 and 23 contribute to the 
understanding of the former use as the Ranelagh Club. (Criterion E) 
 
Architecturally, 23 Rosserdale Crescent is a representative Inter-war house featuring a two storey form 
with return verandah, tiled and low pitched gabled roof with typical overhanging eaves and gable 
detailing from the 1920s. (Criterion D) 
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17 40 – 42 Rosserdale 
Crescent, Mount Eliza  
 

‘Summerslease’ 

Inter War 
American 
Colonial 
Revival 

Architect 
Percy 
Meldrum 

c.1932 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

History 
In 1927, David Norman Trenery purchased 40 Rosserdale Crescent from Henry B. Slaney, Thomas B. 
Slaney and an executor (LV: V5105/F937). Trenery was 'well known in insurance circles and held a high 
position in the Atlas Insurance Co.' (Frankston Standard, 20 Feb1942:4). The house Summerslease was 
built shortly after. The Conservation Management Plan (Context 2009:18) dates the house to 1930, while 
Cuffley (1989:85) dates the house to 1933.  
 
The house was designed by Melbourne architect Percy Meldrum, and is described by Cuffley (1989:85) 
as a 'perfect example' of the American Colonial style, who cites a 1933 description of its 'purity and 
simplicity of design in weatherboard' (Art & Architecture 1938:84).  
 
General Sir Thomas Blamey (1884-1951), army officer and Victorian commissioner of police, is said to 
have written his memoirs at Summerslease, in a room above the garage (WBG Society; ADB; Ranelagh 
Club, 'Club History').  
 
An article in 1942 reported on the estate of the late D Norman Trenery. It notes that 'Summerslease' was a 
'beautiful modern old colonial-style timber two-storied residence, with tile roof'. The ground floor 
contained an extensive enclosed sun verandah, large lounge, dining room, cloakroom, servery and 
kitchen. Upstairs was advertised as including deck balcony commanding delightful view of Port Phillip 
Bay, bedrooms, two bathrooms, two lavatories and a maid's bedroom and bathroom. Outbuildings 
included two garages and a lavatory. The land had a frontage of 126m (414 ft) on Rosserdale Crescent 
and included a 'picturesque flower garden, lawns, reflecting pool, shade and fruit trees, and vegetable 
garden' (Argus, 11 Mar 1942:6).  
 
The property included mature pine trees, at the time of building. In 2012, a remaining tree on the property 
is a Banksia integrifolia (Arborplan Tree number: R001711) (Context 2009:69). 
 
Percy Meldrum, architect 
 
Percy Hayman Meldrum (1887-1968) was born in Victoria and studied via International Correspondence 
School and in Chicago in the early 1900s before going to London. In London, Meldrum simultaneously 
studied and taught at both the Architectural Association School, as well as the State School of Art 
(Cuffley 1989:84).  
 
In the 1930s, Meldrum designed many houses in Melbourne and rural Victoria, including his own house 
at 106 Caroline Street, South Yarra. His designs were influenced by architect Leslie Wilkinson, as is 
evident in his use of simple materials that included plain brickwork, double hung windows, French 
windows and unadorned fenestration. An example of the influence of the American Colonial style is 
evident at 'Summerslease' at 40 - 42 Rosserdale Crescent, Mount Eliza (1930). 
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'Summerslease' is a substantial timber house and garage in the American Georgian Revival style. The 
two-storey house is clad in weatherboards with vari-coloured Marseille tiles on its transverse gable roof. 
It is linked via a single-storey passage to the matching garage with a flat above it. 
 
The facade of the house is symmetrical, with a broken-pediment portico supported on slender paired 
columns at its centre. The broken-pediment motif is also seen on the gable ends. At ground-floor level, 
there are two full-length six-over- nine sash windows on either side of the entry, and three six-over-six 
windows at the first floor, also symmetrically placed. The only exception is a tall arched window to the 
stairway with a keystone at the top, on the right-hand side of the entry. To either side of the main two-
storey mass is a smaller single-storey pavilion. On the north side of the facade is a flat- roof sunroom. On 
the south side is a transverse gabled link to the garage. 
 
The garage is two-storey and gable fronted with a broken pediment. The classical nature of its facade is 
emphasised by simple pilasters at each corner. The garage has a single six-over-six sash window at the 
centre of the first floor, beneath a rectangular louvered vent, and four-over-four windows on the side 
elevations. 
 
Substantial but sympathetic alterations to the south-east side have been approved by the Shire, as the 
original form and design intent will still be discernible.  Other minor alterations include the overpainting 
of the brick chimneys, a modern glass rail creating a terrace above the sunroom, and the addition of a 
carport in front of the garage. Photos from the May 1938 issue of Art and Architecture show that all 
windows (but the arched one) had louvered timber shutters, and the entry gate had timber posts with urns 
at the top. 
 
Architecturally, the house is one of the finest examples of the American Colonial Revival style in the 
Shire and the State of Victoria and is highly intact (externally) to its original form.  'Summerslease' is an 
accomplished and formal expression of this style by architect Percy Meldrum, with a two-storey main 
house, flanked by single-storey pavilions. Finely executed details include the entrance portico, the arched 
window to the stairs, the broken pediment motif to the gable ends and the matching garage. (Criterion F) 
It is cited in the Encyclopedia of Australian Architecture (2012) as one of nine premier examples of its 
style in Victoria, along with another house by Percy Meldrum: 'White Lodge', Frankston, of 1937. 
 
Sources 
Art & Architecture, 3rd Series No. 71. May 1938. 
Australian Dictionary of Biography (ABD), 'Blamey, Sir Thomas Albert (1884-
1951)', http://adb.anu.edu.au/, accessed 27 May 2012.  
Butler, Graeme & Associates, Context Pty Ltd (editors) (2011), Mornington Peninsula Shire 
Environmental History. 
Certificate of Title, as cited above.  
Context Pty Ltd (2009), Recognising the Heritage of Ranelagh, Conservation Management Plan for the 
Ranelagh Estate, Mount Eliza, prepared for Mornington Peninsula Shire Council. 
Cuffley, Peter (1989), Australian Houses of the '20s & '30s, Fitzroy.  
Frankston Standard.  
Goad, Philip (1999), Melbourne Architecture, Sydney.  
Hermes record number 116466, 'Lady Northcote Recreation Camp', accessed 29 May 2012.  
International Architecture Database (IADB), 'Stephenson & Turner', http://eng.archinform.net/index.htm, 
accessed 29 May 2012. 
Meg Briedahl, resident of Ranelagh Estate, personal communication, 23 May 2012.  
Moorhead, Leslie (1971), Mornington in the wake of Flinders, historical survey, North Melbourne. State 
Library of Victoria (SLV) catalogue searches for 'Stephenson & Meldrum' & 'Meldrum & Noad', 
accessed 3 October 2011 & 29 May 2012.  
The Argus. 
Walter Burley Griffin Society (WBG Society), http://www.griffinsociety.org/, accessed 27 May 2012. 

http://adb.anu.edu.au/
http://eng.archinform.net/index.htm
http://www.griffinsociety.org/
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19 57 Rosserdale 
Crescent, Mount Eliza  
 

‘Nyora’ 

Inter War 
Tudor 
Revival and 
hedge 

c.1928  

 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

History (see also 59 Rosserdale Crescent) 
The house at 57 Rosserdale Crescent was built for Colonel C.M. Dare in c.1928 and was originally 
known as Nyora (different to what is now Ranelagh Guest House, also called Nyora) (Butler 1994:sites 
schedule; M Briedahl, pers. comm., 23 May 2012). 
 
Colonel Dare purchased both numbers 57 and 59 (lots 47 and 46) in 1928 (Lloyd 2009). The cottage 
located to the east of the house, at 59 Rosserdale Crescent, was built as the staff quarters and garage for 
Nyora at number 57 (M Briedahl, pers. comm., 23 May 2012). Butler (1994:323) refers to this house at 
number 59 as Nyora Cottage. Colonel Dare later also purchased 55 Rosserdale Crescent (lot 48) (Lloyd 
2009) and 61 Rosserdale Crescent in 1940 (lot 45) (LV: V6312/F343).  
 
Later owners of numbers 57 and 59, include Clifford Adams (of the Herbert Adams pie manufacturing 
company; who also purcahsed 61 Rosserdale), Merran and Ernest Clark, retired company director Cowley 
Thomas in the 1960s (who added the carport) and William and Thelma Russell in the 1970s (who 
extended the carport and made the following additions: porch, dormer, Conite veneer and sunroom in the 
1980s) (Butler 1994:sites schedule; Lloyd 2009). 
 
A flat-roof carport was replaced with the existing garage by the current owner, post-1970. Other additions 
by the owner include the second storey addition at the west of the house, a ground floor addition to the 
east, replacement of the flat malthoid roof of the front porch with a gable and the covering of the 
weatherboard exterior with brick veneer cladding (Owner’s submission 2012).  
 
Description 
‘Nyora', an attic-style Tudor Revival house of c.1928 with a very steep multigable roof clad in orange 
Marseille tiles.  Chimney is of clinker brick, and ground floor walls may be of the same (overpainted). 
Attic floor gable-ends are half-timbered.  Windows are single-paned sashes, though diamond-pane 
leadlight window visible in garage.  Large cypress hedge at front. 
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20 59 Rosserdale 
Crescent, Mount Eliza  
 

‘Nyora’s former 
garage/cottage’ 

Inter War 
Tudor 
Revival 

Cypress 
windbreak 

c.1928  

 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

History (See also 57 Rosserdale Crescent) 
Nyora Cottage at 59 Rosserdale Crescent was built as the staff quarters and garage for Nyora (c.1928) at 
57 Rosserdale Crescent, under the ownership of Colonel C.M. Dare (Butler 1994:323-4; M Briedahl, 
pers. comm., 23 May 2012). It was probably built around the same date as the main house, Nyora, c.1928.  
 
Council records indicate that the 'garage' at 59 Rosserdale Crescent was converted to a lounge and 
laundry in 1965. In 1970, a new house was also built on the land, set far behind the 'garage' (Lloyd 2009). 
Later owners of numbers 57 and 59, include Clifford Adams (of the Herbert Adams cake manufacturing 
company; who also purchased 61 Rosserdale), Merran and Ernest Clark, retired company director Cowley 
Thomas in the 1960s (Butler 1994:324; Lloyd 2009; WBG Society).  
 
Large mature Monterey Pines remain in the garden, suggested to have been part of a Cypress windbreak 
which runs across the rear of the property and thought to be part of the fabric of the former Ranelagh farm  
(Lloyd 2009).  
 
Description 
'Nyora Cottage', former garage of No 57, a small garage/cottage on the 
front boundary. L-shaped in plan with higher garage wing to front and 
lower residence to rear. Gabled roof with Marseille tiles (darker on 
garage section). Walls have bullnose weatherboard dado with roughcast 
above with straps to emulate half timbering. There is decorative half-
timbering in the front gable of the garage. Windows are single-pane 
sashes. Entrance porch to cottage at the inner angle of the wings; flat 
roof, highwaisted door with arched leadlight window. Reproduction 
timber garage doors.  Some alterations were done in 2009, which had no 
detrimental impact on the heritage of the place.  Most were internal 

alterations, including the installation of 
a concrete slab floor.  
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21 9 Wimborne Avenue, 
Mount Eliza  
 

‘Millimbimby’ 

Inter War 
Arts and 
Crafts 
Bungalow 

Architect 
attributed 
Desbrowe 
Annear 

c.1924  

 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

History 
In 1924, John Taylor of Sequoia Pty Ltd was rated for a total of four existing houses in Ranelagh Estate, 
these probably were: Nyora (later Ranelagh Guest House), two lodging buildings (now 21 and 23 
Rosserdale Crescent) (Context 2012:2) on the original Lot 106 and Millimbimby on Lots 290-293. This 
would indicate that Millimbimby was one of the first houses of the Ranelagh Estate development, built 
for John Taylor c.1924. It is not known who occupied the house, whether it was rented, used by the 
owners of Sequoia, or as a show property. The house is attributed to architect Harold Desbrowe-Annear 
(Context 2009:55).  
 
From the 1920s, the house was located on four lots, including the current numbers 5, 7, 9 and 11 (lots 
290, 291, 292 and 293). The titles indicate that Sequoia Pty Ltd transferred the four lots to Joyce Thelma 
Barrett in November 1943 (LV:V5629/F767).  Numbers 5 and 11 were later sold. The garage was located 
on number 7, this has since been demolished and the land sold and a house recently built. The northern 
boundary has been realigned.  
 
Harold Desbrowe-Annear, architect 
 
Harold Desbrowe Annear (1865-1933) was an important figure in the development of functional modern 
architecture in Australia. Born in Victoria, Desbrowe-Annear was articled to architect William Salway in 
1883, who had developed an extensive practice after serving with architect Joseph Reed, touring Asia and 
working in China. Early in his career, a number of Desbrowe-Annear's designs had an American-
Romanesque quality, yet he simultaneously worked in a variety of modern styles. It is also suggested that 
he was influenced by the Viennese Sezession style, as seen in the Springthorpe memorial in Kew 
cemetery (1897) (ADB). 
 
In 1889, Desbrowe-Annear started his own practice, as an established architect and author on Ruskin 
(articles of which were published in 1889 and 1893). In 1900, he became a foundation member and first 
president of the T-Square Club which included artists, craftsmen and architects; the orientation of the club 
was fellowship and co-operation between the three professions. His house designs were praised for 
putting into practice this co-mingling of architecture, craftsmanship and artistry (ADB). His designs also 
incorporated the theory that Australian architects must 'have their own ideas born of [their] own needs', 
which challenged the notion of simply borrowing ideas and styles.  
 
In 1902-3, Desbrowe-Annear designed three of his best-known houses: 32, 34 and 38 The Eyrie, 
Eaglemont. These houses were free adaptations of the Queen Anne style, incorporating half-timbering, 
roughcast panels and Marseilles tiles. Internally, they were planned with flowing spaces, built in furniture 
and unique, vertically sliding windows (ABD). Following World War I, Desbrowe-Annears houses were 
influenced by the Modern Functionalist movement, newly arriving in Australia. A primary source of the 
movement was Frank Lloyd Wright's Prairie School in Chicago, whose style influenced Desbrowe-
Annear, as evident in his houses with their low-pitched, wide-eaved roofs and horizontal groups of 
windows (Cuffley 1989:36-37). 
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Further examples of his designs during this period include 4 Como Avenue, South Yarra (c.1920-5) and 
Troon (aka Broceliande) at 224 Orrong Road, Toorak (1918, since demolished). His Modern 
Functionalist designs also indicated a West Coast America and Spanish Mission Revival influence, and 
demonstrate his desire to create an Australian architecture by adapting that of countries with geographical 
and climatic similarities (ADB). Desbrowe-Annear also expressed a free classical style, as evident in the 
design of the Church Street bridge, Richmond (1924) and Cloyne house at 609 Toorak Road (1929).  
 
Tibbits (ADB) suggests that Desbrowe-Annear has been incorrectly type-cast as a proto-functionalist and 
a forerunner of the International Style in Melbourne. He explains that his writings, variety of his designs 
and commitment to 'architecture as an art', contradicts this. Throughout his career, Desbrowe-Annear was 
also an instructor in architecture and drawing at the Working Men's College, a foundation member and 
supporter of the Arts and Crafts Society and an authority on and builder of furniture (ADB).  
 
Sources 
 
Australian Dictionary of Biography (ADB), George Tibbits' entry on 'Annear, Harold Desbrowe (1865-
1933)', http://adb.anu.edu.au/, accessed 30 May 2012.  
Butler, Graeme & Associates, Context Pty Ltd (editors) (2011), Mornington Peninsula Shire 
Environmental History. 
Certificates of Title, as cited above.  
Context Pty Ltd (2009), Recognising the Heritage of Ranelagh, Conservation Management Plan for the 
Ranelagh Estate, Mount Eliza, prepared for Mornington Peninsula Shire Council.  
Context (Feb 2012), 'Heritage Assessment, 23 Rosserdale Crescent, Mont Eliza', prepared for Mornington 
Peninsula Shire.  
Cuffley, Peter (1989), Australian Houses of the '20s & '30s, Fitzroy. 
Breidahl, Meg, resident of Ranelagh Estate, personal communication, 23 May 2012.  
Moorhead, Leslie (1971), Mornington in the wake of Flinders, historical survey, North Melbourne. 
The Argus. 
 
Description 
 
'Millimbimby' is a two-storey timber house with a complex gabled and hipped roof covered in Marseille 
tiles.  The c.1924 part of the house, is set well back on its present site and oriented at 45 degrees to the 
street, with the original front elevation facing the sea.  See the aerial below. 
 
Extensive single storey later additions have been constructed between the c.1924 house and Wimborne 
Ave and they include a red colorbond roofed area and a garage and car port with a terra cotta tiled 
pyramid roof seen opposite.   Aerial view showing the location and orientation of the c.1924 house, in the 
far north corner of the recent awkward subdivision boundary along the north-west side of the 

property.The wide eaves have exposed rafter ends and are 
supported on long timber angle braces.  A wide rough-cast 
chimney sits behind the front gablet.  The composition of 
the roof and facade is asymmetrical, and the original plan is 
a simple square shape, similar to other houses in Ranelagh 
attributed to Desbrowe Annear. There is a canted oriel bay 
also supported on angle braces, at the first floor level. On 
the south side of the facade are two windows. All of the first 
floor windows are double-hung sashes with diamond-pane 
leadlights to the upper sashes. The ground floor has large 
fixed and double-hung windows and served as a sunroom. 
 
Much of the ground floor is obscured by a recent verandah, 
entry and garage. The new entry features a neo-Edwardian 

http://adb.anu.edu.au/
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front door which contrasts with the house of the 1920s. 
 
'Mullumbimby' previously comprises 7-9 Wimborne Avenue, with the original garage located at No 7. 
Since 2008 this has been demolished and replaced with a modern house. 'Millimbimby' is one of five 
houses on Ranelagh Estate believed to have been designed by architect Harold Desbrowe-Annear.  The 
others are 'Moonya' at 27 Wimborne Avenue, 21-23 Ravenscourt, 23 Rosserdale, and the former 
Ranelagh Guesthouse annexe at 21 Rosserdale Crescent (HO221). 
 
Architecturally, the Guesthouse annexe is the largest (two-storey) and most formal of the three designs. It 
is distinguished by its extraordinarily deep overhanging roof eaves, and the semi-circular window bays, 
cut into the wall corner and propped from below, with shingled skirt-like fascias above. The Annear 
design for the Grimwade family near Baxter has similarities with this design, particularly the use of 
propped window bays at each upper corner of the house. 
 
Other features are shared between the three buildings. Both the Guesthouse annexe and 'Millimbimby' 
have complex hip and gable roofs. The hip-roof sun room on the north-east side of 'Moonya' has a 
counterpart on the first floor of the Guesthouse annexe, and both have timber latticework to their gables. 
All three also have oriel windows situated on building corners and supported on timber angle braces. 
'Millimbimby' and 'Moonya' have the same long timber braces to their eaves. All three have diamond-
pane windows. 
 
The two houses on Wimborne Avenue have a similar level of design complexity and are relatively 
informal, as would suit a holiday house. Both have been altered to a similar extent and are partially 
obscured by extensions or outbuildings, but retain enough stylistic markers to be distinguishable as 
Annear's work. 

 

Detail view of the corner oriel window and deep eaves with large timber angle braces, on the first floor of the 
c.1924 house.   
 

The recent single storey additions, garage and car port are not significant. 
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22 27 Wimborne Avenue, 
Mount Eliza  
  

‘Moonya’ 

Inter War 
Arts and 
Crafts 
Bungalow  

Architect 
attributed 
Desbrowe 
Annear 

c.1927  

 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

History 
The house at 27 Wimborne Avenue, originally known as Moonya, was built for John E. Taylor of 
Sequoia Pty Ltd. The house was first occupied by John McComas and his family (M Breidahl, pers. 
comm., 23 May 2012). McComas was the solicitor and director of Sequoia and a founding committee 
member and the honorary solicitor of the Ranelagh Club (Peter Johnson place file).  
 
Edquist (2004:276) attributes the timber 'Weekend house' at 29 Wimborne Avenue to Desbrowe-Annear. 
However, this appears to be incorrect numbering, as stylistically, number 27 appears to be a Desbrowe-
Annear designed house. Edquist notes that this house was built c.1927.  The titles indicate that Sequoia 
Pty Ltd remained the owner of the property until August 1943, when it was sold to John A. Erswell (Title 
5629/767).  
 
It is suggested that the elevation fronting Wimborne Avenue was originally the back of the house (current 
owner, pers. comm., May 2012). Johnson (place file) states that the original house runs 90 degrees to the 
street and faces north-west to the sea.  
 
Harold Desbrowe-Annear, architect 
 
Harold Desbrowe Annear (1865-1933) was an important figure in the development of functional modern 
architecture in Australia. Born in Victoria, Desbrowe-Annear was articled to architect William Salway in 
1883, who had developed an extensive practice after serving with architect Joseph Reed, touring Asia and 
working in China. Early in his career, a number of Desbrowe-Annear's designs had an American-
Romanesque quality, yet he simultaneously worked in a variety of modern styles. It is also suggested that 
he was influenced by the Viennese Sezession style, as seen in the Springthorpe memorial in Kew 
cemetery (1897) (ADB). 
 
In 1889, Desbrowe-Annear started his own practice, as an established architect and author on Ruskin 
(articles of which were published in 1889 and 1893). In 1900, he became a foundation member and first 
president of the T-Square Club which included artists, craftsmen and architects; the orientation of the club 
was fellowship and co-operation between the three professions. His house designs were praised for 
putting into practice this co-mingling of architecture, craftsmanship and artistry (ADB). His designs also 
incorporated the theory that Australian architects must 'have their own ideas born of [their] own needs', 
which challenged the notion of simply borrowing ideas and styles.  
 
In 1902-3, Desbrowe-Annear designed three of his best-known houses: 32, 34 and 38 The Eyrie, 
Eaglemont. These houses were free adaptations of the Queen Anne style, incorporating half-timbering, 
roughcast panels and Marseilles tiles. Internally, they were planned with flowing spaces, built in furniture 
and unique, vertically sliding windows (ABD). Following World War I, Desbrowe-Annears houses were 
influenced by the Modern Functionalist movement, newly arriving in Australia. A primary source of the 
movement was Frank Lloyd Wright's Prairie School in Chicago, whose style influenced Desbrowe-
Annear, as evident in his houses with their low-pitched, wide-eaved roofs and horizontal groups of 
windows (Cuffley 1989:36-37).  
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Further examples of his designs during this period include 4 Como Avenue, South Yarra (c.1920-5) and 
Troon (aka Broceliande) at 224 Orrong Road, Toorak (1918, since demolished).  
 
His Modern Functionalist designs also indicated a West Coast America and Spanish Mission Revival 
influence, and demonstrate his desire to create an Australian architecture by adapting that of countries 
with geographical and climatic similarities (ADB). Desbrowe-Annear also expressed a free classical style, 
as evident in the design of the Church Street bridge, Richmond (1924) and Cloyne house at 609 Toorak 
Road (1929).  
 
Tibbits (ADB) suggests that Desbrowe-Annear has been incorrectly type-cast as a proto-functionalist and 
a forerunner of the International Style in Melbourne. He explains that his writings, variety of his designs 
and commitment to 'architecture as an art', contradicts this. Throughout his career, Desbrowe-Annear was 
also an instructor in architecture and drawing at the Working Men's College, a foundation member and 
supporter of the Arts and Crafts Society and an authority on and builder of furniture (ADB).  
 
Sources 
 
Australian Dictionary of Biography (ADB), George Tibbits' entry on 'Annear, Harold Desbrowe (1865-
1933)', http://adb.anu.edu.au/, accessed 30 May 2012.  
Butler, Graeme & Associates, Context Pty Ltd (editors) (2011), Mornington Peninsula Shire 
Environmental History. 
Certificates of Title, as cited above.  
Cuffley, Peter (1989), Australian Houses of the '20s & '30s, Fitzroy. 
Current owner, personal communication, May 2012.  
Edquist, Harriet (2004), Harold Desbrowe-Annear, A life in architecture, Carlton.  
Johnson, Peter, architect, place file for 27 Wimborne Avenue, Mount Eliza.  
Meg Briedahl, resident of Ranelagh Estate, personal communication, 23 May 2012.  
Moorhead, Leslie (1971), Mornington in the wake of Flinders, historical survey, North Melbourne. The 
Argus. 
 
Description  
The former 'Moonya' is a timber bungalow with a gabled roof clad in Marseille tiles and two roughcast 
chimneys on the south side.  It is set back from Wimborne Avenue with views obscured by a garage and 
recent carport.  The original facade is the north-west side elevation, which was designed to face the water 
and not the street.  
 
The wide eaves have exposed rafter ends and are supported on long timber angle braces which extend 
almost of the bottom of the wall.  
 

http://adb.anu.edu.au/
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Description (continued)  
The original entry appears to be on the north-west side of the house and is marked by an engaged lych 
gate form of paired posts set on piers. There is a large sunroom on the north-east elevation with a hip roof 
and a narrow band of windows on three sides. Interior details suggest that there was originally an open 
verandah wrapping around it which has since been incorporated into the sunroom.  
 

 
 
Distinctive features include an oriel window projecting at an angle from the north corner of the house 
supported on long timber angle braces, and set beneath its own roof propped on angle braces. The three 
windows are double-hung sashes with diamond-pane leadlights to the upper sashes. This same type of 
window is seen throughout the house. There are also fixed highlights with diamond panes. The interior 
retains original details such as wall panels and an Arts and Crafts fireplace of fine granite stonework. 
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Gabled and skillion additions have been added along the north-east side of the house, as well as a skillion 
along the lower part of the south-west elevation (facing Wimborne Avenue).  The current owner has re-
instated a canted bay window on the north-west side of the house, and added a balcony in the gable of the 
south-west side of the house.  
 
A few contrasting neo-Edwardian details have been added, including a terracotta kangaroo on the south-
west gable apex, and a turned timber column at the north corner of the house.  The garage has a low 
pitched roof and appears to date to the mid-twentieth century.  It mostly obscures the house from 
Wimborne Avenue. 
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Prior Citations 
 
Some of the places listed in this report have previous citations because: 

• The place has been subject to additional research since the review, that has led to a 
revised citation 

• It is a place in one of the Ranelagh Groups that already has an existing citation because it 
currently has an individual Heritage Overlay 

• The place was subject to previous research for a related project. 
 
The places with prior citations include: 

• Oak Hill (former Park Hill) Homestead complex, 350 Dunns Road Mornington 
• Tal Tal, 51 Rosserdale Crescent, Mount Eliza 
• Dickstein House, 4-6 Rannoch Ave, Mount Eliza 
• Nithsdale, 28-34 Rannoch Ave Mount Eliza 
• 5 Rendlesham Avenue, Mount Eliza



 

270 | P a g e  
 

 
HERITAGE CITATION REPORT 

 
 
Name 
Address 

 
OAK HILL 
350 Dunns Road, Mornington (part) 

 
 

Significance Level Local 

Place Type 
Citation Date 

Homestead Complex 
2012 

 

 

 
 
 

 
Recommended 
Heritage Protection  VHR No HI No PS Yes 
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History and Historical Context 
 

Locality history 
In 1851 Victoria became an independent colony, and in 1854 a subdivisional plan was drawn up for the 
Mornington Peninsula. A majority of the allotments were 640 acres and the township of Snapper Point 
(later Mornington) was laid out, with the roads yet unnamed. The townships of Osborne and Earimil were 
concurrently laid out. A.B. Balcombe was one of the first settlers in the area in the 1850s and is credited 
with naming the point after the 'Snapper', a small boat wrecked off the coast, however, another early settler, 
Alfred Downward attributed the name to the fish found offshore (Moorhead 1978:10; Rogers 1961:22-23). 

 
By 1857 government correspondence carried a new spelling, Schnapper Point, and the town was becoming 
an important centre in the region. By the 1860s Cobb and Co. ran a coach service from Melbourne to 
Schnapper Point, the pier was near completion and communications opened up with the first electric 
telegraph office opening in 1861. In 1860 A. B. Balcombe was made the first chairman of the Mount Eliza 
District Roads Board and during this decade Mornington became the legal centre of the region. The 
Peninsula region remained isolated and depended upon Schnapper Point's limited transport capabilities, 
until the Point Nepean Road (later the Nepean Highway) was constructed from 1863 onwards (Rogers 
1961:22-33). 

 
Mornington Peninsula was advertised as a bayside resort in the 1880s, with Schnapper Point noted as the 
most elite, with ‘many beautiful villas and family mansions that dot the hillside being quite a feature of the 
place’. The late nineteenth century was a time of growth for the region, which was further encouraged by 
the arrival of the railway in Mornington in 1889 (Rogers 1961:39-40). 

 
Place History 

 
Henry Dunn was one of the earliest settlers in the Mornington Peninsula and a tenant farmer on (Hugh) 
Jamieson's Special Survey from the mid-1840s until 1852, and a farmer in Frankston by 1856. In the 1850s 
Dunn became the owner of over 400 acres between Bentons and Tyabb Roads, and 103 acres south of the 
current Craigie Road. Dunns Road, the track between four of his allotments, and Dunn Creek were later 
named after him. In 1874 Dunn owned 750 acres in the area and in the same year, 250 acres of this land, 
including Park Hill Dairy, were passed to his son William Henry Dunn. The existing house 'Oak Hill', was 
built for William Henry Dunn in 1892 (Oak Hill Gallery, http://www.oakhillgallery.com.au/about-us.php) 
and lived there until his death in 1934. By 1907 William Henry Dunn was rated for an additional 103 acres, 
land in Barkly Street near the railway and a house in Main Street, both in Mornington (MDHS pers. comm., 
2011; Moorhead, 1971: 65; Calder, 2008:29, 42, 83). 

 
The Shire of Mornington became the owners of 100-108 Mornington-Tyabb Road, in December 1971 
(matching the current existing boundaries of 350 Dunns Road)) and converted the Oak Hill homestead into 
a community gallery. The gallery was opened by Donald Webb, Chairman Regional Galleries Association 
of Victoria in April 1971 (Butler 2008:359-60; David Morris MP, pers. comm. 2013). Oak Hill still serves 
as a gallery, and is located on what is now a civic reserve. In the early 1990s the Mornington Peninsula 
Regional Gallery was built on part of the land of the Oak Hill farm. 

 
Sources 

 
Butler, Graeme & Associates (2008), "Environmental History for the Mornington Peninsula Shire 
Council" [draft only]. 
Calder, Winty (2008), Mount Martha: Lands and People, Mount Martha. 
Context Pty Ltd (2009), Recognising the Heritage of Ranelagh, Conservation Management Plan for the 
Ranelagh Estate, Mount Eliza. 
Moorhead, Leslie (1971), Mornington in the wake of Flinders, historical survey, North Melbourne. 
Mornington & District Historical Society (MDHS), personal communication 2011. 
Oak Hill Gallery, http://www.oakhillgallery.com.au/about-us.php, accessed 1/11/11. Rogers, Hunter 
(1961), The Early History of Mornington Peninsula, Melbourne. 
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Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
Oak Hill is a painted brick Italianate house set in a large garden of mature cypresses. It has a symmetrical 
front elevation with double canted bay windows which terminate in half octagonal roofs. Typical design 
features of the style include bracketed eaves, a hipped 'M’ shaped roof form and three dichrome brick 
chimneys with corbelling. A skillion roofed extension is at the rear. The return verandah is simply detailed 
without a frieze or brackets and appears to have been rebuilt at a later time. The central panelled entrance 
door is recessed between the bay windows. The windows are double hung sashes of typical Victorian 
design. 

 
Although the house has now been painted, the unpainted chimneys indicate that Oak Hill was originally 
a brown and cream decorative dichrome brick building. 

 
Now housing a community art gallery, it contains five renovated exhibition spaces within its main rooms 
with original fireplaces and polished board floors. 

 
The site of Oak Hill comprises three corrugated iron outbuildings and fencing relating to the former use as a 
farm. 

 
The setting around Oak Hill comprises windrows of cypresses to the front, rear and side of the house. A 
large circular ornamental rose garden has been constructed on land adjacent to the house and the 
remaining land is currently being developed as a wetland and open parkland. 

 
The new Mornington Peninsula Regional Art Gallery is situated to the rear of the house. 

 
Recommended Management 

 
Conservation guidelines (General) 

 
Please refer to the Cultural Heritage Places Local Policy in the Mornington Peninsula Planning Scheme 
(Clause 22.04 or as amended) for the heritage management guidelines for this place. 

 
Conservation guidelines (Specific) 

 
None specified 

 
Comparative Analysis 

 
Nineteenth century houses in Mornington tend to fall into three broad categories: 
• Large mansion residences and 'marine villas' usually located on the higher ground or facing toward the sea. 
• Large middle class villas, usually built of brick. 
• Modest timber houses and cottages. 

 
Each category represents a particular theme or sub-theme in the historic development of the area. The first 
two categories are well represented in the Heritage Overlay - examples include: 
• 19 Albert Street - double fronted asymmetrical bi-chromatic brick residence (HO328) 
• 107 Barkly Street 'Glenbank' - two storey Italianate mansion with double height cast iron verandah. 
• 740 Esplanade 'Bella Vista' - Intact Italianate style rendered house (HO68) 
• 750-1 Esplanade 'Clyde Villa' - single storey Italianate bi-chromatic brick villa (HO69) 
• 797 Esplanade - 'Mulberry', aka 'Glencoe House' - Weatherboard villa built in two stages, c.1898 and 

c.1907. Second stage designed by Bates, Peebles and Smart 
• 11 Frontage Way - 'Frontage' (Former 'Southdean'), single storey rendered Victorian mansion with tower 

(HO87) 
• 42 Kalimna Drive - 'Beleura' - Victorian Free Classical style mansion (HO104, VHR H319) 
• 1 Ross Street - Victorian gothic style villa (Former Vicarage) Part of HO329 precinct 



 

273 | P a g e  
 

• 12-14 Tanti Avenue - two storey Italianate brick mansion with tower. 
 

The last category is, at present, represented by a smaller number of places. They are: 
• 26 Strachans Road - 'Warrawee', c.1854 brick house with high hipped brick roof 
• 8 Albert Street - small weatherboard double-fronted cottage c.1870s (HO218) 
• 1 Queen Street - small double-fronted cottage c.1880s. Very altered - Part of HO329 precinct. 

 
Collectively, these houses help to illustrate another aspect of Mornington's history during the late 
nineteenth century - that is, the development of the township as a result of speculative subdivision after the 
opening of the railway. Consultation with the local historical society has revealed that several examples of 
this type of house have been lost as a result of redevelopment and this type of dwelling is now becoming 
increasingly rare within Mornington. 

 
In particular Oak Hill is unusual in that it is neither a marine villa nor part of speculative development 
but a much rarer farmhouse. 
 
*Note: The 2011 Study also concluded that several places did not meet the threshold for local significance 
as they were less intact. For example, the houses at 28-32 Albert Street, 17 Barkly Street, 7 Beach Street 
and 14 Canterbury Street. 
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Statement of Significance 

 
What is significant? 
The house Oak Hill, built in 1892 for Henry Dunn, at 100-108 Mornington-Tyabb, Road Mornington is 
significant. The outbuildings and mature garden setting with Cypress windrows also contribute to the 
significance of the place. 

 
Non-original alterations and additions are not significant. 

 
How is it significant? 
Oak Hill is of historical, social and architectural significance to Mornington Peninsula Shire. 

 
Why is it significant? 
Architecturally Oak Hill is one of a handful of Victorian Italianate buildings in Mornington. It displays 
typical features of the style including a symmetrical composition with the double bay windows, a hipped 
roof, return verandah and brick chimneys. Apart from external painting and some simplification of the 
verandah Oak Hill is relatively intact. It is a landmark building in the locality which is otherwise 
characterised by modern development, and the setting of the place and its aesthetic qualities are enhanced 
by the mature Cypress windows. (Criteria D, E) 

 
Historically, Oak Hill represents one of few farm house complexes to survive in the Mornington area and is 
associated with William Henry Dunn, the son of pioneer settler Henry Dunn who lived in the house until his 
death in 1934. Oak Hill is a rare example of a Victorian house with remnants of its farming past still in 
evidence - although not of individual significance the outbuildings contribute to the understanding of Oak Hill 
as a working farm. It is also significant for its associations with the establishment of the Mornington Peninsula 
Regional Art Gallery, functioning as a community art space since the construction of the new Gallery on land 
formerly part of the Oak Hill farm. (Criteria A, B, D, H) 

 
 
Recommendations 2012 

 
External Paint Controls - 
Internal Alteration Controls - 
Tree Controls Yes Applies to cypress windrows. 
Fences & Outbuildings 
 

- 

Prohibited Uses May Be Permitted 
 

- 

Incorporated Plan - 

Aboriginal Heritage Place - 
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Shire of Mornington Heritage Study, Graeme Butler and Associates, 1994 
Significant Sites & Areas 
 
 

NAME: TAL TAL, 51 Rosserdale Crescent, Mount Eliza 
 

 
TYPE: HOUSE 
 
MEL WAY MAP REFERENCE: 101 D I I 
 
SURVEY DATE: 1993-4 
  
ALLOTMENTS/SUBDIVISION LOTS: 50 
 
LODGED PLAN: 10718 
 
HERITAGE RECOGNITION: Nil 
 
HISTORIC BUILDINGS REGISTER (R= Registered): 
AUSTRALIAN HER ITAGE COMMISSION (N= Nominated, R= Registered I= Insufficient Data to Process): 
NATIONAL TRUST OF AUSTRALIA (C= Classified . R= Recorded): 
NTA FILE NUMBER: 
 
CREATION DATE: 1951 
 
STUDY HERITAGE VALUE: R* 
 
(Multiple elements in a site may have differing heritage values, listed in element order) 
Important to the Mornington Peninsula 
*Part Altered 
 
FIRST OR MAJOR OWNER/OCCUPIER: WADE. ELIZABETH 
 
OTHER ASSOCIATIONS: THOMAS, NEIL 
 
DESIGNER: BOYD, ROBIN 
 
BUILDER/CONTRACTOR: PETERS, R & SONS 
 
HISTORICAL THEMES REPRESENTED: 4.1 
RESORT DEVELOPMENT (Evidence of resorts, retreats, hotels. seaside houses, beaches, seaside attractions, 
parks and recreation) 
 
CRITERIA SATISFlED BY THE SITE: l.2, 1.3, 2.2, 3.6, 6.2, 6.3 
 
AGE (The site is comparatively old. judged within major development eras) 
INTERPRETIVE ABILITY (Physical or documentary evidence of a site allows historical interpretation) 
ASSOCIATIONS (The site expresses the lives or lifestyles of typical or important people, individuals or 
groups, events or activities) 
AESTHETIC OR ARCHITECTURAL INTEREST (The site is, or has been. recognised as of quality by design 
experts in built or natural environments or is a good or early example of a notable designer's work or a 
particular style)  
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HISTORY: 
 
This site was vacant land in the mid 1940s when the ownership changed from Leonard Wade to Dora E. Wade 
and the forwarding address from the Commercial Travellers Association building in Flinders street to a flat at 
600 St Kilda Road.1 
 
This house was built soon afterwards, in 1950-l, for Miss Elizabeth Wade (of the St Kilda Road address) to the 
design of noted architect, Robin Boyd, then of Riversdale Road Camberwell, his office and home.2 The builder 
was R. Peters and Sons of Frankston, and the estimated cost was £3200.  
 
Another stage of the house construction was in 1964 when architect R. E. Hopkins (Rhys Hopkins) designed 
additions for Neil Thomas at an estimated cost of £4500.3 The builder was J.S. Hall of Mount Eliza. 
 
The Boyd plan showed the house at the south-east end of a tapering block with 'ti-tree scrub' (sic) at the other 
end.4 The main floor plan had a combined dining room and kitchen at the rear, entry point of the house and a 
connecting living area facing the north-west and the bay. Bedrooms and a bathroom were at the end of the 
dining room and the laundry was on the ground level next to the car bays. The end elevation showed a vertical 
boarded wall with a skillion roof sloping up to the west and a boarded and sloping stair balustrade. The bay 
elevation was glass but surprisingly only above dado level with adjustable louvres at the roof line. A similar 
elevation faced the street. 
 
The 1964 addition was a sizable one but did not alter the street view greatly. An L-shaped bay was added on the 
west, more than doubling the house floor area and adding a deep balcony on the bay side with full-height 
glazing either side of a stone faced chimney. The old kitchen was demolished and a new one placed at the 
intersection of new and old. The new wing's roof was gabled. 
 
Local knowledge has it that the house was once owned by a lady from Tasmania (Wade?) and leased to its 
eventual owner (Thomas?) who used it as a holiday house.5 
 
DESCRIPTION: 
The street view of this house has changed only a little since Boyd's design, with the added wing visible beyond 
the stair. This house now has combined skillion and gabled roofs, vertical boarded walls, horizontal window 
strips and louvred window shading panels. The original house was elevated for the views above a double car 
space with tea-tree panels (once diagonal boarding) screening off some of the lower area. (See history). 
 
CONDITION: 
(see History) 
Apart from the added wing to the north and new paving, the original wing is externally little changed in the 
street view. 
 
SIGNIFICANCE: 
Although added to, Tal Tal is still significant within the region as one of the first wave of beach houses after the 
war and shows a simple skillion-roof design approach which was to be repeated on many projects to come. It is 
also significant as the work of the noted architect Robin Boyd and, later, Rhys Hopkins (also a noted designer) 
whose addition leaves Boyd's work clearly perceptible from the exterior view. 
Shire of Mornington Heritage Study, Graeme Butler and Associates, 1994 
Significant Sites & Areas

                                                           
1  RB 1946-7, 1926 
2  SOM BA 1639  7.51, Transition Boyd Special, p198 
3  SOM BA 7538 
4  SOM BA 1639 
5  B Hobart pers.com. 
 



 

277 | P a g e  
 

 
 

NAME: NITHSDALE, 30-34 Rannoch Avenue, Mount Eliza 
 

 
TYPE: HOUSE 
 
MEL WAY MAP REFERENCE: 101 D I I 
 
SURVEY DATE: 1993-4 
  
ALLOTMENTS/SUBDIVISION LOTS: 160C( -164 
 
LODGED PLAN: 10718 
 
HERITAGE RECOGNITION: Nil 
 
HISTORIC BUILDINGS REGISTER (R= Registered): 
AUSTRALIAN HER ITAGE COMMISSION (N= Nominated, R= Registered I= Insufficient Data to Process): 
NATIONAL TRUST OF AUSTRALIA (C= Classified. R= Recorded): 
NTA FILE NUMBER: 
 
CREATION DATE: 1934-5 
 
STIUDY HERITAGE VALUE: R 
 
(Multiple elements in a site may have differing heritage values, listed in element order) 
Important to the Mornington Peninsula 
 
FIRST OR MAJOR OWNER/OCCUPIER: ROBINSON, COMMANDER LIONEL & JEAN 
 
OTHER ASSOCIATIONS: WILLIAMS, CLARENCE 
 
HISTORICAL THEMES REPRESENTED: 4.1 
RESORT DEVELOPMENT (Evidence of resorts, retreats, hotels. seaside houses, beaches, seaside attractions, 
parks and recreation) 
 
CRITERIA SATISFlED BY THE SITE: 1.1, 2.2, 3.1, 3.5, 6.2 
AGE (The site is comparatively old. judged within major development eras) 
INTERPRETIVE ABILITY (Physical or documentary evidence of a site allow's historical interpretation) 
ASSOCIATIONS (The site expresses the lives or lifestyles of typical or important people. individuals or 
groups, events or activities) 
AESTHETIC OR ARCHITECTURAL INTEREST (The site is, or has been. recognised as of quality by design 
experts in built or natural environments or is a good or early example of a notable designer's work or a 
particular style) 
 
HISTORY: 
 
The land was acquired as lot 160 by Gwen J Robinson, Kew 1932; lots 160 A&B by Mary K & Lawrence 
Lawrence, grazier, Albury 1930; and C Rene Chaleyer, Collins Street merchant, 19306. 
By 1934 -5, Jean Robinson of Nithsdale in Molesworth Street, Kew, owned a new house on lots 
160abc, l60.7 She had acquired lots 161 - 162 by c l936 and lot 163 by c l939, when her address was care of GL 
Robinson, Ra nelagh Club8. She sold to Otto Prouse Fluck c l942 and he sold to Clarence Williams c l9469. 

                                                           
6  titles 
7  RB1934-5, 2371-2 ‘house' written in 
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LIONEL & JEAN ROBINSON 
 
Mrs Jean Robinson (nee Hinder) was the wife of Commander Lionel Frederick Robinson MVO, 
DSC. RN ret (1888-). He had a distinguished and extensive naval career, serving in the First War as Lieutenant 
and later Lt. Commander and rising to the rank of Commander by 192310. He then joined Austral Silk & Cotton 
Mills Ltd. Victoria. His father was Frederich F Robinson, Vice-chairman and managing director of Yarra Falls 
Ltd11. By the 1940s' Lionel was described as living at Frankston12. 
 
John Pruscini (hospital director) was a later owner13. Recent owners include: Bruce & Jean Martin 
(Managing dir.); Lionel & Ivy Glenn; and Barmote PL, who commissioned John Kartick to design renovations 
in the late 1980s and a new garage cl99214. 
 
It is thought by many residents in the area to be among the best built houses in Mount Eliza and the 
Cypress hedge which surrounds it is a local landmark15 . 
 
DESCRIPTION: 
 
This is a Spanish style, large stuccoed house set in a period garden and is one of the small group of 
houses which is of a similar era to the estate in which they are sited. The house roof has multip le gables, with 
corbeled eaves and projecting bays adding visual variety, and the cladding is Marseilles pattern terra-cotta tiles. 
The circular gable venls underscore the style's origin but the stained timber archway at the porch suggest an 
Old English inspiration. 
 
The landscape setting (cypress hedge, camellia, wisteria. stone pines, and Monterey pines, agapanthus and a 
scoria drive) is related to the house construction date. The rubble stone gateway, with its iron gates and 
archway, and the notable cypress hedge are all fine examples of the type and scale. 
 
The garden is of regional sign ificance, compared to others of a similar date and scale. 
 
CONDITION: 
 
Generally externally original. 
 
SIGNIFICANCE: 
 
Nithsdale is significant within the Mornington Peninsula as the home of Comm. Lionel and Jean 
Robinson, Lionel having distinguished himself in the navy and later in the textile industry. The house, with its 
distinctive custom design, high external integrity, large scale and extensive garden, clearly expresses the rank, 
tastes and wealth of its owners, being extensive both in area and grounds for a beach house of this era in the 
Ranelagh estate. 
 
 
  

                                                                                                                                                                                                     
8  RB1936-7, 3841f: RB1939-40, 2452 
9  RB1942-3, 2418: RB1944-5, 2052 
10  WWA 1935. 401 
11  WWA 1944,702 
12  WWA 1944 
13  seeWWA 1983 p .703 
14  FN3,1620,53000 
15  B Hobart pers.com. 
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT  BUILT HERITAGE PTY LTD 
 

Name House (originally Jutoru, later Jutorua)  
 
Address 

 
4-6 Rannoch Avenue, Mount Eliza 

 
Significance Level 

 
Local 

 
Place Type 

 
House 

 
Citation date 

 
19-6-2013 

 

 
 
 
 

Recommended Heritage Protection VHR: No HI: No PS: Yes 
 
 

History and Historical Context 
 

Locality History 
 

The history of the Ranelagh Estate at Mount Eliza is well documented in several sources, and will only be 
summarised here to provide a broad context for the construction of this architect-designed post-war 
holiday house. 

 
In September 1922, 146 acres of farmland on the south side of Boundary Road (now Canadian Bay Road) at 
Mount Eliza was acquired by Sequoia Pty Ltd, a development company that had been formed earlier that 
year John Taylor and John Sharp (managing directors of John Sharp & Sons, timber merchants, of South 
Melbourne) in conjunction with their solicitor, J W McComas. Early the following year, the company 
acquired a further 285 acres that included an existing house, Nyora (1888) and its outbuildings.  Further land 
was purchased in 1924, bringing the total holdings to 770 acres. 

 
Sequoia Pty Ltd subsequently engaged architects Walter & Marion Griffin, in conjunction with surveyor 
Saxil Tuxen, to prepare a subdivision plan for the land. As they had done in several similar estates, the 
Griffins proposed a series of curving roadways that closely followed the contours of the land, thus 
allowing each block to have a view of the bay. Many of the residential allotments opened at the rear onto 
communal recreation reserves , and there was also an area set aside, at the entrance to the estate, for retail 
and commercial development.  Marketed as a “miniature seaside garden city”, the new estate of 795 
allotments was released for private sale in 1924.  The promoters initially offered a house-and-land 
package, which would include a house erected by Sharp & Taylor and, often, designed by architect Harold 
Desbrowe-Annear. A potent selling point was that each resident would automatically become a member of 
the Ranelagh Club, which was incorporated in July 1926. The club would serve as the community focus 
for the entire estate, and also as the controlling body for recreational reserves and other common property. 
Its facilities included a polo ground and tennis courts as well as a clubhouse. 
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With land sales proving slow, the original concept was altered in 1928.  Over the next decade or so, until 
development was curtailed by the Second World War, many houses were erected at Ranelagh, albeit 
concentrated towards the north- eastern or seaside end of the estate. These were designed in range of 
fashionable historicist architectural styles of the era, and, in some more prominent cases, even represented 
the work of noted society architects such as Percy Meldrum. Although this retard-etaire approach continued 
into the early post-war period, it was accompanied – then overtaken – by the parallel emergence of 
progressive modernist architecture. This dates back to 1933, when two pioneers of local modernism – 
architect Roy Grounds and the partnership of Seabrook & Fildes – each designed a house at Ranelagh. 

 
The onset of the Second World War, and specifically the associated government-imposed restrictions on 
labour, materials and the size of private houses, significantly curtailed residential development from the early 
1940s, and holiday houses at Ranelagh were no exception. When construction resumed towards the end of the 
decade, there was initially a tendency towards a more conservative approach to architectural design; it was not 
until the early 1950s that the first truly modern post-war houses appeared at Ranelagh. A number of 
architects, including Robin Boyd and the firm of Plaisted, Warner & Brendel, designed weekenders on the 
estate, typically using a comparable expression: elevated dwellings of simple rectilinear forms with low 
skillion roofs, broad eaves, vertical timber cladding, large windows, balconies and open undercrofts below. 
Others, such as Esmond Dorney and Mockridge Stahle & Mitchell, designed smaller single-storey 
counterparts, with generous north-facing glazing opening onto ground-floor sun-decks. 

 
By the mid-1950s, such was the extent of modern residential architecture in this part of Mount Eliza that, in 
a slender architectural guidebook published for visitors to the Melbourne Olympic Games, it was stated that 
“the Ranelagh Estate at Mount Eliza is commonly credited with being the birthplace of Melbourne's modern 
movement”. However, towards the end of that decade, there had already been a decisive shift at Ranelagh 
as the construction of holiday houses began to give way to dwellings for permanent year-round residence.  
While more architect-designed holiday houses appeared there in the later 1950s and 1960s, the pattern was 
less widespread than it had been before. The new wave of permanent residents at Ranelagh included 
several architects, including Duncan Carporn, John H Butler, James & Karina Webb, Hub Waugh and 
Phillip Pearce (three of which lived in houses of their own design). 

 
Place History 

 
The property now known as 4-6 Rannoch Avenue was erected in 1954 as a holiday house for Melbourne 
businessmen Walter Dikstein (1905-1987). Born in Vienna, Dikstein had migrated to Australia with his 
parents in 1939 and, the following year, married Eileen Took (1916-2006), a nurse from Wagga Wagga. The 
couple initially lived in Toorak before moving to a large house in Malvern Road, East Malvern, where they 
(and their four children) lived for more than two decades.  Identified in electoral rolls as a “manufacturer”, 
Dikstein was in fact the managing director of a soft drink company, Ecks Ltd, which was on the verge of 
collapse when he took over in 1946.  He not only rescued the company but steered it to success, finally 
selling out to rivals Tarax in the early 1960s. 

 
It was in February 1954 that Walter Dikstein acquired the title to two adjacent vacant blocks, Lots 58 and 59, 
on the Ranelagh Estate at Mount Eliza. These two lots, fronting Rannoch Avenue, had originally been 
acquired by Alfred Aubery, company director of Caulfield, in 1930.   Ownership passed to Leopold Sprung 
(1947) and thence to Harry Moody (1951), neither of whom made any improvements to the property.  
Intending to build a holiday house for himself and his large family, Dikstein engaged leading architect Dr 
Ernest Fooks who, like Dikstein himself, was a European emigre from Vienna and had migrated to Australia 
in 1939.   Fooks' working drawings, dated May 1954, proposed a skillion-roofed two-storey house with an 
open undercroft at one end, an L-shaped return balcony  and vertical timber lining boards that contrasted 
with feature stone cladding. Construction evidently took some time, with rate books revealing that the 
property's Net Annual Value increased steadily from £60 (1954) to £85 (1955) to £300 (1956). The builder 
was Arnolds [sic] Karelis, a Latvian-born emigre from Mornington. In early 1957, the newly-finished house 
was written up in the Herald newspaper, in which it was lauded for the way that it encapsulated five “musts” 
that, according to Fooks, “form an important part in the planning of every summer residence in Australia”: 
namely, the consideration of views, cross-ventilation, storage, protection (from sun, winds and insects) and 
outdoor living areas. 

 
The house was originally named JUTORU – an acronym from the names of the Diksteins' three children 
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(Judith, Tony, Ruth). An “A” was later added after the birth of a fourth child, Andrew. Dikstein sold the 
house in 1964, around the time that he and his wife Eileen were divorced. The property was subsequently 
acquired by Frank Elliott, managing director of a company specialising in drafting equipment, who retained 
ownership until his death in 1981 (during which time the house remained virtually unaltered). A number of 
changes have been made by subsequent owners. 

 
Dr Ernest Fooks, architect 
Ernst Leslie Fuchs (1906-1985) was born in Bratislava, Czechoslovakia, but his family soon moved across 
the border to Vienna in Austria, fifty kilometres away. He studied at the Technical University of Vienna, 
completing a degree in architecture (1929) and a doctorate in town planning (1932) before starting his own 
practice.  Over the next few years, he not only undertook many commissions (some of which were 
published) but also entered design competitions and exhibited paintings.  Migrating to Australia in 1939, he 
gained employment with the newly-formed Housing Commission of Victoria as an assistant town planner.  
His expertise in that field – unusual in Melbourne at the time – saw him publish articles and give lectures on 
the topic; in 1944, he was appointed as the first lecturer in Town & Regional Planning at the Melbourne 
Technical College and, two years later, published an influential town planning book, X-Ray the City. 

 
Becoming an Australian citizen in 1945, Ernest Fooks (as he anglicised his name) opened his own 
architectural office three year later.  One of only a handful of emigre architects in Melbourne who could 
boast of extensive private practice in Europe, Fooks was also, for many years, the only architect to practice in 
Melbourne with a doctorate qualification.  His output largely comprised private residential commissions, 
which were often published – the first in the Australian Home Beautiful in 1949, several others during the 
1950s, and many more in the 1960s (including quite a few in international journals). Fooks drew his clientele 
from  Melbourne's thriving post-war community of European migrants, and as a result designed many houses 
in emigre hotspots such as Caulfield, Elwood and Kew.  With many of these post-war migrant settlers being 
already familiar with European-style apartment living, Fooks also made a significant contribution in the 
design of modern blocks of flats in Melbourne, designing over forty examples between 1950 and 1980. 

 
Fooks' reputation as one of Melbourne's most pre-eminent Jewish architects of the post-war period was 
fostered in small-scale retail and commercial projects for migrant clients, commissions from synagogues and 
Jewish welfare groups, his appointment in 1953 (with Anatol Kagan) as co-designer of the Mount Scopus War 
Memorial College in Burwood East, and culminated when he was engaged to design the National Jewish 
Memorial Centre in Canberra (1971) and its Melbourne counterpart, the Chevra Kadisha in St Kilda (1979). 
Well known in both Jewish and architectural circles during his own lifetime, Fooks not only lectured and 
exhibited during his lifetime but, since his death in 1985, has attracted posthumous attention, including two 
further exhibitions in 1989 and 2001, the latter accompanied by a slender biographical publication providing 
an overview of his life and career. 

 
 

Description 
 

Physical Description 
Located on a double-width allotment, the former Dikstein House is a two-storey timber residence in a 
striking European modernist style favoured by a number of Melbourne architects in the 1950s, and most 
confidently by those (like Fooks) who were European-trained emigres. Characteristic of that style, the house 
is expressed as a series of interlocking volumetric forms and planes that project and recede to evoke 
dynamism and a sense of weightlessness. The house has a low skillion roof with broad timber-slatted eaves 
(now painted blue) and is clad externally in vertical timber boards (originally varnished, but since 
overpainted in a pale tone) that contrast with feature areas of crazy stone cladding. 

 
Effectively double-fronted, the asymmetrical street facade comprises two distinct bays: one (to the left) that 
recedes and one (to the right) that projects, separated by a stone-clad wing-wall extending to the street and 
defines an off-centre entry porch. A second and lower stone-clad wall, to the left of the porch, is enlivened 
by a recessed downpipe with circular rainwater-head, painted blue. Although neither the downpipe nor the 
additional stone cladding are indicated on the original drawings, the fact that they are evident on early 
photographs of the house (held by the Dikstein family) would suggest that they represent an early design 
revision and, as such, cannot be considered as an unsympathetic change. The left side of this facade 
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originally had an open undercroft at the lower level, supported on metal pipe columns, although this has 
since been infilled with walling of matching vertical timber boards and new windows; upstairs, there are two 
narrow rectangular double-hung sash windows. The right part of the facade is dominated by a window wall 
at the first floor that opens onto a broad L-shaped balcony with a solid balustrade re-clad in striated cement 
sheeting and incorporating a half-height panel of vertical timber louvres that, although not unsympathetic to 
the 1950s era, is not original. This balcony is supported on steel pipe columns, forming a return verandah at 
ground floor. Wide bays of fixed and casement sash windows open onto the verandah, with a stone-clad 
dado below the sill line, matching paving and a blue-painted slatted timber ceiling. At the far left end of the 
verandah, a solid wall defines the recessed entry porch, with a doorway and large flanking sidelight window. 
The curtilage of the house includes some slate paving around the main entrance (some of which may be 
original) and a tall fence of woven timber planks (which is not original) along the street frontage. 

 
Aside from the aforementioned undercroft infill, the original house has been enlarged by the erection of a 
large double garage to the rear (south-west) and a smaller two-storey addition to the side (north-west) that 
includes a partial infill to the side portion of the ground floor verandah. Neither addition is particularly 
prominent when the property is viewed from the street, and, moreover, both were executed using forms 
and materials that echo that of the original house (ie, vertical timber panelling and skillion roof with slatted 
eaves). As such, these additions are considered to neither overwhelm nor detract from the character and 
significance of the original house. 

 
 

Comparative Analysis 
Research to date suggests that the holiday house that Ernest Fooks designed for Walter Dikstein on the 
Ranelagh Estate at Mount Eliza represents the architect's only foray into what is now the Mornington 
Peninsula Shire.  Moreover, Fooks is only known to have designed one other holiday house anywhere else 
in Victoria – a similarly-scaled and contemporaneous residence at Lorne for businessman Philip Kirkwood.  
For the most part, Fooks rarely undertook commissions outside what (at least in the 1950s and '60s) 
constituted the Melbourne metropolitan area; the two holiday houses at Mount Eliza and Lorne, together 
with an untraced and apparently unbuilt house at Mildura, represent rare exceptions in his body of work.  
Considered in the broader context of Fooks' residential commissions, the former Dikstein House falls into 
one of three distinct stylistic phases that can be identified in the architect’s work from the late 1960s to the 
early 1970s.  Fooks' earliest houses, were characterised by conventional forms (eg hipped roofs) and 
materials (eg cream brick, terracotta tiles), largely due to wartime restrictions that were not relaxed until 
the early 1950s.  Subsequently, and for the remainder of that decade, Fooks returned to his European roots 
with houses designed in a stark hard-edged modernist fashion, characterised by a block-like expression, 
flat roofs with broad eaves, window walls, balconies and sun-decks.  Later, following two stints of 
overseas travel in 1958 and 1960, Fooks' hard-edged style mellowed to embrace Japanese and American 
influences, resulting in a more urbane version of modernism defined by the use of stark planar walls, 
floating flat roofs, screens and colonnades.  He continued to work in this mode well into the 1970s.  
Stylistically, the former Dikstein House fits neatly into the second of these three phase of Fooks' residential 
work. With its stark volumetric expression, flat roof and generous windows, has much in common with the 
such contemporaneous examples as the Appel House in Balaclava Road, Caulfield North (1955), the 
Greenfield House in Kooyong Road, Caulfield (1956) and the Shaw House in Tyalla Crescent, Toorak 
(1958) – all  of which also incorporate stone-clad feature walls and sun-decks of balconies.  The former 
Kirkwood Holiday House at Lorne (1957) perhaps represents the best comparator both in terms of both 
function and form, with its use of vertical timber cladding and contrasting feature 
stonework, and a first-floor window wall opening onto an L-shaped return balcony.   Outside of these two 
holiday houses, the use of vertical timber cladding was unusual in Fooks' residential work of the 1950s, with 
only one other example – the Peter House at Carrol Grove, Mount Waverley (1957) – identified to date. 

 
 
  Sources 
Built Heritage Pty Ltd, “Supplementary Assessment of Significance of Dikstein Holiday House, 4-6 Rannoch 
Avenue, Mount Eliza”, 7 March 2013. 
Built Heritage Pty Ltd, “Heritage Citation Report: Ranelagh Residential Group – Modernist Style”, 29 April 
2013. Shire of Mornington Rate Books (Mount Eliza Riding), VRPS 13665/P1, Units 61 (1949-54) and 69 
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(1955-60). Certificates of Title, Vol 5706, Folio 199. 
Telephone interview with Mr Tony Dikstein, Sydney, 20 May 2013. 
Harriet Edquist, Ernest Fooks: Architect (Melbourne: RMIT University School of Architecture, 2001). 
Harriet Edquist, “Ernest Fooks”, in Philip Goad & Julie Willis (eds), Encyclopedia of Australian Architecture, 
pp 258-59. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
What is Significant? 
The house and its front and side setbacks at 4-6 Rannoch Avenue Mount Eliza, in the Ranelagh Estate, 
designed by Czech-born and Viennese-trained emigre architect Dr Ernest Fooks (ne Ernst Fuchs).  
How is it Significant? 
4-6 Rannoch Avenue is of local historical, architectural and aesthetic significance to Mornington Peninsula 
Shire.  
Why is it significant? 
Historically, the house is significant for its ability to demonstrate the ongoing development of the Ranelagh 
Estate (and, more broadly, Mount Eliza in general) as a significant holiday resort., which commenced in the 
pre-war area and boomed in the 1950s and '60s (Criterion A). While many holiday houses – both architect-
designed and not – were erected at Ranelagh in the post-war period, this one stands out for its larger scale, 
befitting its status as the seasonal residence of a prominent  Melbourne businessman, Walter Dikstein, 
managing director of Ecks Ltd, soft drink manufacturers, who otherwise occupied a large inter-war house in 
East Malvern. 

 

The house is significant as an notable and early example of the work of Dr Ernest Fooks (1906-1985), the 
Czech-born architect  who qualified as an architect in Vienna and practised there for seven years before 
migrating to Australia in 1939 (Criterion H). An elder statesmen amongst Melbourne's numerous post-war 
emigre architects, Fooks was one of very few to commence practice here after extensive professional 
experience overseas.  With a post-graduate degree in town planning, Fooks was first architect in 
Melbourne to commence private practice with a doctorate; writing and teaching on the subject, he is 
acknowledged as a pioneer of modern town planning in Australia. Commencing private practice in 1948 
after several years with the Housing Commission of Victoria, Fooks because a well-known figure on 
Melbourne’s architectural scene, equally known for his fine residential projects (which frequently 
appeared in publications) as well as his expertise in the design of schools and multi-storey apartment 
blocks. 

 

Architecturally and aesthetically, the house is significant as a large and substantially intact example of a 
house in the International Modern style of the 1950s, demonstrated by its block-like massing and apparent 
weightlessness (via the use of pipe-like columns), its low-pitched skillion roof with deep eaves and slatted 
soffits, full-height windows and glazed doors and contrasting wall finishes of vertical timber boarding and 
crazy-patterned feature stone cladding (Criterion E). Designed by an architect who was not only trained in 
Vienna but also practised there for seven years, the house can be considered as a relatively authentic 
example of European modernism, comparable to the contemporaneous works of fellow Melbourne emigres 
Frederick Romberg, Anatol Kagan, Walter Pollock and Taddeuz Karasinski. 

 

The Dikstein Holiday House stands out in Fooks' body of residential work on several levels. Together with 
the contemporaneous Kirkwood Holiday House at Lorne, it is one of only two holiday houses known to 
have been designed by Fooks (Criterion B). These two houses were amongst only six of Fooks' residential 
projects to be published during the 1950s, and, furthermore, were the only two to be published in more than 
one source.  Both designed as large seasonal dwellings for prominent Melbourne businessmen, both houses 
remain as outstanding examples of his residential work in this pure International Modern mode of the later 
1950s, before he turned towards a more serene “mature modern” style, influenced by Japanese and other 
sources, that would characterise his work during the 1960s. 

 

Recommendations 2012 
 

External Paint Controls Yes 
Internal Alteration Controls No 
Tree Controls No 
Fences & Outbuildings No 
Prohibited Uses May Be Permitted - 
Incorporated Plan - 
Aboriginal Heritage Place - 
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Historic images 
 

 
 

Photographed soon after completion; note original sign stating JUTORU (Architecture & Arts, 
January 1957). 

 
 

 
 

Detail of aerial photograph, circa 1966 (copy held by Mornington 
Peninsula Shire) 

Authorship 
This citation was prepared by Simon Reeves of Built Heritage Pty Ltd, 20 May 2013 (revised 22 May & 19 
June 2013). 
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT  BUILT HERITAGE PTY LTD 
 
Spencer House, 5 Rendlesham Avenue, Mount Eliza (1955) 
[Peninsula House, Contemporary Homes Pty Ltd 
 
History 
This house was erected in 1955 for clothing manufacturer Vernon Spencer and his wife Marianne.  The site, 
designated as Lot 133 of the Ranelagh Estate, was one of three contiguous allotments (together with Lots 134 
and 135) that the couple acquired in December 1954. A house on Lot 133 was first recorded in the municipal 
rate book for 1955.  Vernon and Marianne Spencer retained ownership of the house, and the two adjacent 
vacant allotments, until 1961.  The allotment containing the house was sold to Miss Eve Dulce McOmish (later 
Mrs Robert Knight). 
 
The house itself is an example of the so-called Peninsula House, an example of project housing that was 
introduced in Victoria by Contemporary Homes Pty Ltd.  The company sprang from the homebuilding 
enterprise of Albert Granado Croft (1919-), an accountant-turned-builder from Beaumaris.  In March 1955, 
Croft engaged Boyd to design the first in what would be a series of standardised low-cost house designs.  
Known as the Peninsula House, it was a simple gable- roofed three-bedroomed dwelling on a compact 
rectangular plan of 11.5 squares.  Designed to be partly prefabricated, the house was planned on a standard 
module with simple repetitive fenestration and vertical timber cladding to allow for seamless connections.  
According to the firm's own publicity, a Peninsula House was ready for occupation within six weeks of 
receiving an order, at an all-inclusive cost of only £3,140.  Evidently following the tradition of the Small 
Homes Service, the designers of the house were initially not identified in the press, with one of the earliest 
published reports (in September 1955) noting only that “the designs have been prepared by a leading firm of 
architects”.16    However, it was not until the following year that the designers were publicly revealed to be the 
firm of Grounds, Romberg and Boyd.17 
 
By September 1955, a small group of prototype Peninsula Houses had been erected in Beaumaris, not far 
from the company's offices and factory at Advantage Road, Highett.  Orders promptly flooded in, and many 
other dwellings were built in Melbourne's developing suburbs.  Boyd followed up his original Peninsula House 
design with several variations, designated as the Peninsula II, Peninsula III and Peninsula IV, as well as an 
entirely new design for a larger four- bedroom dwelling known as the Sou' Easter (1956). 
 
Description 
 
If the Peninsula House prototypes erected at Beaumaris in 1955 can be considered as the quintessential 
manifestations of the type, each had had a compact rectangular plan, vertical pine board cladding, timber-
framed windows and a low- pitched gable roof clad in ribbed aluminium sheeting.  Following the internal 
planning module, the two side elevations were each divided into seventeen equal bays.  Facades were 
asymmetrical, and could be mirror-reversed to suit individual requirements of the site or the client.  On the 
principal frontage, the two front bedrooms were delineated by the first ten modules (ie five per bedroom), 
which contained large rectangular fixed and/or casement windows with vertical board cladding above and 
below. The remaining seven modules were taken up by the off-centre front door, and six bays of windows that 
included large fixed or casement sashes, with glazed highlights above and lowlights below to create a full-
height window wall to the living room within. 
 
As a modular and prefabricated dwelling, the Peninsula House was marketed as a dwelling that could be 
customised to suit a client's needs.  Materials, finishes, colours and fenestration were all negotiable – up to a 
point – and the company also offered a range of optional add-ons such as verandahs, carports and pergolas.  
When the Peninsula House at 5 Rendlesham Avenue is compared to the prototypes erected at Beaumaris, it 
becomes immediately apparent that the former is somewhat smaller.  The length of its plan is only fourteen 
                                                           
16  “It's contemporary and mass-produced”, Herald, 16 September 1955, p 13. 
17  “This house in six weeks”, Herald, 10 February 1956, p 12. 
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modules, compared to the original seventeen.  While the fenestration otherwise follows the pattern established 
by the prototypes (ie large living room windows, an off-centre front door, and then the bedroom windows with 
solid spandrels above and below), there are fewer windows.  The Rendlesham Avenue house also introduces a 
solid bay of vertical timber panelling at either end of the bedroom windows, rather than the continuous row of 
windows that was evident in the prototypes. 
 
These differences do not mean that the Peninsula House in Rendlesham Avenue is any less significant as an 
example of its type.   Rather, they ably illustrate the flexibility that was inherent in the design from the very 
beginning. The house appears to be substantially intact externally, with virtually no alterations to a principal 
frontage that remains easily recognisable as a textbook Peninsula House. 
 

Significance 
 

Historical Association 
 

Association with Contemporary Homes Pty Ltd 
 

Robin Boyd's Peninsula House is considered to be a pioneering example of project housing in Australia – a 
milestone that was acknowledged even during the architect's own lifetime. When, in 1964, the Australian 
Home Beautiful published a lengthy account of the recent boom of project housing, it was pointed out that 
‘Mr Robin Boyd made a big contribution soon after the Second World War with his Peninsular [sic] House, 
designed for repetition building”.18   This was re-iterated in Boyd's obituaries, one of which credited the 
Peninsula House as ‘the first successful project house in Victoria’.  More recently, the net has been cast even 
wider, with several experts acknowledging the Peninsula House as the first project house on a nationwide 
scale.  Writing in 1993, Neil Clerehan described the Peninsula House as “Australia's first project home”.19   
This was upheld by Sydney-based architectural historian Jennifer Taylor, who used the same term and 
further noted that comparable attempts at project housing were not made in New South Wales until 1961.20 

 
While Robin Boyd can take credit as the designer of Australia's first project house, it is worth noting that his 
association with Contemporary Homes Pty Ltd was not an especially enduring, lucrative or even happy one 
for the architect.  One of Boyd's obituaries suggested that, despite the extent to which the Peninsula House 
was sold across Victoria, its designer did not receive adequate royalties for the repeated use of his design.21   
The relationship between Boyd and Croft was evidently also less than satisfactory, as Geoffrey Serle reports 
in his biography: 

 
Boyd was unable to control Croft; he gained little benefit from whatever agreement they had.  Croft 
was soon dissatisfied by the Peninsula [House], for potential buyers were allegedly unhappy with 
'insufficient eaves and excessive glass', and produced a cheaper version.  While Boyd was overseas 
[from August 1956 to May 1957], the relationship disintegrated. Croft went on to great success.22 

 
The ‘cheaper version’ referred to by Serle was the Southern Cross House, which was released by 
Contemporary Homes Pty Ltd in late 1956 – while Boyd was still overseas.  Although clearly derived from 
the Peninsula House, the Southern Cross was, at £2,750, more than 10% cheaper.23  Moreover, it offered 
the ultimate in flexibility: potential clients were encouraged to customise the external elevations by 
choosing whatever combination of doors, windows or solid wall panels that they desired.  Boyd clearly did 
not approve.  Having designed the Peninsula House, several variations and the follow-up Sou' Easter, he 
severed his connection with Contemporary Homes Pty Ltd in 1957. 

 
  

                                                           
18  “Design gap is closing now”, Australian Home Beautiful, October 1964, p 6. 
19   Neil Clerehan, “Boyd, Robin Gerard Penleigh (1919-1971)”, Australian Dictionary of Biography, Vol 13. 
20   Jennifer Taylor, Australian Architecture since 1960, pp 142-43. 
21  “Guide”, Architect Victoria, No 17 (Nov-Dec 1971), p 32. 
22  Geoffrey Serle, Robin Boyd: A Life, p 183. 
23  “Bigger buyer choice for this home”, Herald, 30 November 1956, p 12. 



 

288 | P a g e  
 

Contemporary Homes Pty Ltd went on to release a range of standardised house designs without Boyd's input, 
including the Californian (1958), the Colorado (1959), the Hacienda (1959) and the Virginian (1960).  Most 
of these designs were showcased at the Futurama Village in Mount Waverley, which was unveiled by 
Contemporary Homes Pty Ltd (in conjunction with two other local companies) in 1959.  While this was 
touted as the first project housing display village in Australia, it evidently did not result in unprecedented 
commercial success for Contemporary Homes Pty Ltd.  The firm appears to have maintained a fairly low 
profile during the 1960s, no doubt due to the emergence of many rivals in the field of project housing. 
After Albert Croft resigned as director in 1964, the company was continued by John Roberts and Robert 
Fenwick, who were also directors of another Beaumaris-based project housing firm, Consolidated Housing 
Industries Pty Ltd (aka CHI).  The two companies operated in parallel for some years before the latter 
completely absorbed the former in 1972. 

 
Rare Surviving Example of Peninsula House 

 
It is unclear exactly how many of Boyd's Peninsula Houses were ever built – either on the Mornington 
Peninsula or anywhere else – and how many might still survive.  In one of Boyd's obituaries, it was stated 
that, after its introduction in 1955, the Peninsula House ‘eventually studded holiday settlements from Lorne 
to Leongatha’.24  Two decades later, the list of Boyd's projects in Transition estimated that at least a dozen 
examples had been built in Melbourne's eastern suburbs.25    More recently, it was claimed that the 
Peninsula House “is thought to have been sold to, and built by, up to200 different clients”.26  While 
surviving records of Contemporary Homes Pty Ltd have not yet been located, the Gromboyd Papers at the 
State Library of Victoria contain several folders of material relating to Boyd's involvement in the project, 
which includes correspondence with clients that identifies individual commissions. This, however, cannot 
be considered exhaustive; it would appear that Boyd only corresponded with clients who required the 
supervision of an architect as a condition of financing (ie through War Service Homes or State Savings 
Banks).  As such, the Peninsula Homes identified through Boyd's correspondence can only be considered a 
proportion of the total number. 

 
Nevertheless, the Gromboyd Papers conclusively identify no fewer than 65 residential commissions from 
Contemporary Homes Pty Ltd.  With the exception of eight examples of Boyd's Sou' Easter design, all of 
these commissions were for the Peninsula House, in its various permutations but predominantly Type I.  Not 
surprisingly, the epicentre for the Peninsula House appears to have remained in Beaumaris, where the 
company's first six prototypes were erected, and where at least another ten examples were built for 
private clients over the next few years. The proximity to the company's head office and factory (initially 
located in Highett but relocated to Moorabbin in 1957) was probably another influential factor.  Examples of 
the Peninsula House can not only be found in Highett and Moorabbin, but also in the nearby bayside 
suburbs of Cheltenham, Mentone, Mordialloc and Seaford.  The developing outer-eastern suburbs 
represented another hotspot, with examples being erected in Blackburn, Forest Hills, Mitcham, Nunawading, 
Syndal, Glen Waverley, Mount Waverley, Templestowe, Ringwood, Park Orchards, Croydon and 
Mooroolbark. The Mornington Peninsula was clearly another important epicentre for the Peninsula House; of 
the 65 examples documented in the Gromboyd Papers, nine (almost 14%) were built within what is now the 
Shire of Mornington Peninsula.  These comprise five examples in Mount Eliza, two in Mount Martha and 
Mornington, and one each at Mornington and Shoreham: 

 
Suburb Street address Street 

 
Lot No Client name Status 

Mount Eliza Amesbury Road No 11 Lot 10 Johannessen, J A Altered/extended 

Mount Eliza Crawford Street No 3 Lot 26 Gaylard, J K Demolished 

Mount Eliza Old Mornington Rd (cnr Harleston 
d) 

No 116 Lot 8 Greenberg, J Demolished 
( l d?) 

                                                           
24   “Guide”, Architect Victoria, No 17 (Nov-Dec 1971), p 32 

25  Vanessa Bird et al, “Chronological List of Works by Robin Boyd”, Transition No 38 (1992), p 207. 
26   MPRG, Robin Boyd on the Mornington Peninsula, exhibition catalogue, 2011.  Unpaginated. 
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Mount Eliza Wimbourne Avenue No 60 Lot 454 Haines, O L Demolished 

Mount Eliza Tourello Road No 2 Lot 236 [not specified] Appears intact 

Mount 
M th  

Morrisons Avenue No 27 Lot 15a Rowe, Dr Demolished 
( l d?) Mount 

M th  
Prescott Avenue No 6 Lot 19 [not specified] Demolished 

Mornington Barkly Street No 160 Lot 65 Gooley  , F Appears intact 

Shoreham Higgins Lane No 2 - Lillie, S L Altered/extended 
 

Of these nine examples, three are confirmed as definitely demolished (ie site now occupied by an entirely 
new dwelling). Another three are assumed to have been demolished or have otherwise been altered beyond 
recognition (by recladding, insertion of new windows and doors, and, in one case, by a second storey 
addition). The example at Shoreham has also been extended, but is still recognisable, up to a point.  Only 
two of the nine examples appear to remain largely intact.  Both, however, are set well back on their 
respective blocks, and cannot easily be seen from the street. 

 
It must be reiterated that the foregoing table cannot be considered as an exhaustive list of Peninsula 
Houses in the municipality.  The surviving example at 5 Rendlesham Avenue, Mount Eliza, for example, 
was not included on the list because it was not documented in the Gromboyd Papers. This is not to say that 
it is not an authentic specimen; rather, it means that the owners of the house did not require an architect's 
supervision as a condition of their financing.  It follows that an unknown number of comparable Peninsula 
Houses remain to be discovered in the municipality.  Several possibilities have already been identified, 
including one at 14 Bluff Avenue, Flinders, that was spotted by the consultant when undertaking a site visit 
of the Boyd-designed Marriott House at No 19. 

 
In any case, research to date confirms that examples of the Peninsula House that survive in a relatively intact 
condition are rare in the Shire of Mornington Peninsula. At least two-thirds of documented examples have 
either been demolished or altered beyond recognition. While a few others remain in various states of 
intactness, they tend to be set well back on large or deep allotments, so that they cannot be easily seen 
from the street.  The Peninsula House at Rendlesham Road not only stands out a s  a notably intact 
example (with its principal elevation virtually unchanged) but also as one where, consequent to its narrow 
setback and its siting parallel to the front property boundary, the house can be easily seen and appreciated 
from the street as a Peninsula House. 

 
Chronological Context 

 
Robin Boyd and project housing, 1955-
1966 

 
The Peninsula Home not only marked the start of project housing in Australia, but also the start of 
Boyd's own noteworthy professional association with that particular field.  Notwithstanding his unhappy 
experiences with Albert Croft, Boyd went on to design standardised dwellings for several of the rival project 
housing companies that subsequently emerged from the late 1950s.  In October 1958, when the work of 
Grounds, Romberg and Boyd was profiled in a special issue of Architecture & Arts, a full page spread was 
devoted to recent examples of what was described as 'repetition housing'.  The Peninsula House was 
illustrated alongside three other slightly later examples: the Banksia House for A. S. L'Hullier and Company, 
the Fler House for the Fler furniture company and the so-called Family House for A. G. McDonald. In all 
three cases, prototype dwellings were erected to Boyd's design (located, respectively, in Carlton, Blackburn 
and Beaumaris).  The three schemes ultimately met with mixed success; numerous examples of Boyd's 
standardised dwellings for L'Hullier and Company and Fler are known to have been built in the suburbs, 
although the latter company later discontinued the venture that, in co-founder Fred Lowen's words, ‘turned 
out to be a costly diversion’.27 The Family House in Beaumaris did not progress beyond the initial prototype; 

                                                           
27   p 131. 
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Boyd also designed some other project houses for the same promoter, Brian Stegley (of Stegbar windows 
fame) that were not built at all. 

 
Boyd had several subsequent brushes with project housing during the 1960s, of which the most notable was 
his highly regarded Appletree Hill Estate a cluster housing development at Glen Waverley that he designed 
for Lend Lease (1965). He also designed a project house for Consolidated Home Industries (1965), although 
little else is known of it, and prepared a scheme for a larger project housing estate at Fountain Gate, Narre 
Warren (1966), which did not proceed. 

 
 

Architectural Context 
 
   Low-Cost Standardised Dwellings 

While the Peninsula House represented Boyd's first foray into project house design, it simultaneously 
represented the distillation of certain themes in residential design that had interested him (and many of his 
contemporaries) for many years prior to that.  It was during the early-to-mid 1940s, amidst growing concerns 
about an inevitable post-war shortage of residential accommodation, that local architects began to turn their 
minds towards the design of dwellings that, through standardised design, prefabrication and/or the use of 
unconventional materials, could be erected rapidly and cheaply. Boyd himself was an enthusiastic contributor 
to this movement, which saw him submit a number of entries in design competitions in the mid-1940s, 
including the Tomorrow's Timber Frame House (1944) and the Sun Post-War Homes (1945). These 
projects already showed Boyd's interest in simple, compact-planned dwellings. He would also have been 
keenly aware of the standardised housing schemes that were being mooted by government departments 
and private enterprise at that time, such as the Romcke House (1944), the Myer House (1945) and the 
Beaufort House (1946). 

 
While none of these schemes met with commercial success, they nevertheless represented a significant 
precedent for the emergence of project housing in 1955.  This was recognised by Neil Clerehan who, when 
the Peninsula House was released that year, cannily noted that ‘The Peninsula series … in many respects 
draws heavily on the sad experiments of the 1940s’.35   Drawing a further parallel, Clerehan stated that ‘the 
basic plan of the Peninsula range looks like several Small Homes Service plans’. Boyd's Peninsula House 
certainly has much in common with the houses that he designed for the Small Homes Service when he served 
as its director between 1947 and 1954.  The overall architectural expression is strikingly similar: the use of 
low-pitched metal clad roofs, vertical timber boarding and large timber-framed windows.  The main 
difference was planning; while Boyd's early Small Homes Service designs (eg T234, T2103 and T2137) 
tended to be asymmetrical, with T-shaped or L-shaped plans, the Peninsula House was a compact rectangle – 
essential, of course, for ease of prefabrication.  There is no doubt that Boyd's involvement in the Small 
Homes Service was a key factor in his engagement, a year after he left as director, to prepare plans for the 
Peninsula House. 

 
Boyd's enduring fascination with the concept of low-cost standardised dwellings also emerged in several 
other projects in his early post-war private practice.  Especially notable were his two exhibition dwellings 
designed for the Ideal Home Show – the ’House of Tomorrow’ (1949) and the ’Sunshine House’ (1951) – as 
well as an unbuilt scheme for a pre-cut dwelling (1952), of which little else is known. All of these projects 
set the stage for the design of the Peninsula House. 

 
Recommendations 

Include on the Heritage Overlay Schedule to the Mornington Peninsula Planning Scheme. Include as a 

significant element within the Ranelagh Estate heritage precinct (HO213).
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35 Neil Clerehan, “The new idea in prefabs”, Age, 31 October 1955, p 8. 

Figure 10: The Spencer House as it appears 
today, (photograph by Built Heritage Pty Ltd, 

2011) 

Figure 9:  Peninsula House in Haldane Street, 
Beaumaris (source: Picture Collection, State 

Library of Victoria) 

Figure 11: Basic plan of a typical “Peninsula 
House” (source: Age, 31 October 1955) 
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