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GLOSSARY 
 
Amenity 
A desirable or useful feature or facility of a building 
or place. 
 
DDA 
The Disability Discrimination Act.  The act covers 
standards for accessibility to buildings and facilities. 
 
Ecologically Sustainable Design (ESD)  
The use of design principles and strategies which 
help reduce the ecological impact of development.  
Generally can be defined as: ‘development that 
meets the needs of the present without 
compromising the ability of future generations to 
meet their own needs'. 
 
Infrastructure 
The facilities, services and systems serving an area, 
in this case Woolleys Road Bushland Reserve. 
 
Revegetation  
Establishment of native vegetation to a minimum 
standard in formerly cleared areas, outside a 
remnant patch. 
 
Strategic 
Relating to ‘planning’ in terms of the identification of 
long-term / overall aims and interests and the 
means of achieving them.  Strategic Context refers 
to planning context, particularly in relation to acts, 
standards, policies and guidelines. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Water Sensitive Urban Design (WSUD)  
A holistic approach to the planning, design, 
construction and retrofitting of development that 
aims to minimise negative impacts on the natural 
water cycle and protect the health of aquatic 
ecosystems. WSUD promotes the integration of 
stormwater, water supply and sewage management 
within a precinct.   
 
WSUD initiatives include: 
 Raingardens 

A rain garden is a planted depression that 
allows rainwater runoff from impervious areas 
like roofs, driveways, pathways and carparks, 
to be absorbed.  This reduces runoff by 
allowing stormwater to soak into the ground 
as opposed to flowing into stormwater drains 
and reduces erosion, water pollution, and 
flooding. 
 

 Swales 
A swale is a broad, shallow channel with 
vegetation covering the side slopes and 
bottom.  Swales can serve as connections 
between drainage features (wetlands, drains, 
pits etc). 

 
 
Equestrian Terminology used throughout the report 
includes: 
 
Dressage: a competitive equestrian sport; 
demonstration of a horse's natural athletic ability. 
 
Sand Manege: a sand arena, rectangular or 
circular, that is used for training horses, riding 
instruction and dressage. 
 
Jumps Course: a series of trails for show jumping 
equestrian events; courses incorporate a variety of 
obstacles to jump and have rated grades of 
difficulty. 
 
Cavaletti: horizontal, above ground railing; may be 
used as jumps; typically timber construction of a 
cross rail laid over two “x” shaped side legs; when 
used as a barrier allows horse access but not 
vehicles. 
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1.0 BACKGROUND 
In November 2011, Mornington Peninsula Shire 
engaged the consultant team of Land Design 
Partnership Pty. Ltd., HM Leisure Planning and Loft 
Architecture, to commence the planning and 
preparation of a Master Plan for the Woolleys Road 
Bushland Reserve (also known as the Woolleys 
Road Equestrian Ground) 
 

The purpose of the Master Plan project is to direct 
future improvement works at the Reserve, guiding 
Council and the Section 86 Committee on issues 
such as: 
 

 Entry point(s). 
 All weather access and carparking. 
 Upgraded and accessible facilities and 

services. 
 Improved equestrian areas. 
 Natural assets. 
 Public use. 
 

2.0 INTRODUCTION 
Woolleys Road Bushland Reserve is an area of 
approximately 30 hectares (74 acres) situated to the 
east of Crib Point. 
 

The Reserve actively managed as a ‘Bushland 
Reserve’ under the Mornington Peninsula Shire 
Open Space categories.   
 

Use of the Reserve for equestrian activities was 
established some 12 years ago.  These activities 
primarily take place within the open grassy areas 
and along some bushland trails. 
 

There is currently no Master Plan for the Reserve.  
This is the first Master Plan for a Reserve with 
equestrian uses within the Shire, although there is 
an Improvement Plan for the Merricks Station 
Recreation Reserve and a management plan 
developed for the Main Ridge Equestrian Ground. 
 

The Reserve is currently used by six (6 no.) horse 
and equestrian clubs including: 
 

 Balnarring Pony Club 
 Balnarring Equestrian Club 
 Mornington Peninsula Pleasure Harness 

Club 
 Rideability Victoria 
 Western Port Equestrian Club 
 Western Port Miniature Pony Promotional 

Club 

 
Equestrian user groups have been established for 
up to 35- 40 years.   
 
The Reserve is managed by Mornington Peninsula 
Shire, through a Section 86 Committee.  Each club 
is represented on the committee and there are also 
two community representatives. 
 
The Reserve is primarily used by these equestrian 
groups, with uses focussed on equestrian events 
and activities.  Equestrian activity occurs most of 
the year although wet weather and the low lying 
nature of the land restrict use in winter. 
 
Other uses in the Reserve include some casual 
public equestrian and horse riding activities and 
passive recreation including walking and dog 
exercising.  However, the Reserve has not been 
widely used by the local Crib Point community, or 
broader Shire community.  Implementation of the 
Master Plan actions (particularly in relation to 
access and signage) is likely to result in additional 
use of the Reserve. 
 
The process of the Master Plan development has 
raised local community awareness about the 
Reserve.  The proposed change to the primary 
access into the Reserve from Stony Point Road is 
expected to increase visibility of the Reserve and 
improve ease of access. 
 
The Master Plan has been developed with 
contributions from key user groups, council officers 
and interested community members. 
 
Detail of the consultation process is provided in 
Appendix 1. 
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2.1 Objectives 
The key objectives for the Master Plan are as 
follows: 
 
 Identify potential opportunities for growth of 

equestrian activities at the Reserve 
(including tie up rails, mounting ramps, sand 
manege). 

 Integrate proposed jumps course with rest of 
Reserve. 

 Provide opportunities for greater public use. 
 Protect the environmental assets of the 

Reserve. 
 Enhance the condition, accessibility and 

quality of facilities and services. 
 Improve entry to the Reserve (safety, 

signage, access). 
 Provision of all weather access and 

carparking. 
 Identify agency requirements, including CFA, 

electricity utility agency. 
 Identify cultural and environmental 

sensitivities. 
 Identify and prioritise future development 

strategies for implementation over the next 
five to ten years. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2.2 Process 
In developing the Master Plans this study has taken 
the following approach: 
 
Stage 1. Analysis and Research 
Assessment of: 
▪ Context:  physical and strategic (i.e. policy). 
▪ Site:  identifying values, opportunities and 

issues relating to site conditions (i.e 
environment, cultural heritage; use and 
activity) 

 
Stage 2. Consultation 
Discussions with: 
 Mornington Peninsula Shire officers and 

Cerberus Ward Councillor. 
 Key stakeholders, including club members. 
 Interested community representatives. 
 
There was also a direct mail out to 200 local 
residents, providing information about the project 
and a feedback form. The Shire website also had a 
feedback form. 
 
A summary of the Consultation process is included 
in Appendix 1. 

 
Stage 3.  Draft Long Term Master Plan 
The Draft Long Term Master Plan provided 
preliminary recommendations for development, 
based on findings from the analysis and 
consultation stages.   
 
Following Council endorsement of the Draft, it was 
presented to stakeholders and the community and 
put on public display to gain wide review.  Feedback 
on the Draft Long Term Master Plan was 
encouraged in order to inform the Final Long Term 
Master Plan.  
 
Stage 4. Final Long Term Master Plan 
The Final report will consider any comments from 
the exhibition period.  
 
The Final Long Term Master Plan will outline final 
directions and recommendations and include an 
implementation strategy, priorities and indicative 
costs. 
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3.0 STRATEGIC CONTEXT  
 
3.1 Strategic Context 
 
3.1.1 Planning Context 
The Reserve is zoned SUZ1 - Special Use Zone, 
Schedule 1, for Port related uses.   
 
This zoning is intended to protect Crib Point 
township, ensuring no port related industrial 
development occurs in proximity to residential 
areas.  Further, the zoning allows for interim rural 
(and in this case recreation) use to occur on the 
land consistent with maintaining land as a resource 
for future port development. 
 
Overlays applying to the Reserve include: 
 
 DDO4 – Design Development Overlay 

Schedule 4 
This overlay relates to the appropriate design of 
subdivisions and use of the land for housing.  
Schedule 4 relates to environmental design 
objectives. 
 
Note, there is currently an approved plan of 
subdivision for this site, formerly known as Port 
Estate. 
 
 VPO1 – Vegetation Protection Overlay 

Schedule 1 
This overlay relates to significant Township 
Vegetation and the objectives for protecting areas 
where substantial vegetation cover is a dominant 
visual and environmental feature of a township. 
 
 R01 – Restructure Overlay Schedule 1 
For this site, this overlay relates to the restructuring 
of old and inappropriate subdivisions, in this case 
referring to Port Estate.  The overlay also aims to 
reduce the impacts of dwellings and other 
development. 
 
 PAO1– Public Acquisition Overlay Schedule 

4. 
 This applies to the land to the east of the 

Reserve, fronting Cooma Street (an unmade 
road). 
An Acquisition Overlay is reserved for a 
public purpose, in this case the Acquisition 
Authority is the Department of Finance for 
the purposes of providing port services and 
an access corridor. 

 

 

3.1.2 Existing Policies and Strategies 
A number of relevant local and state policies, 
previous studies and planning controls have been 
reviewed in order to inform the Master Plan.  
 
Relevant policies and strategies include: 
 
CRIB POINT TOWNSHIP PLAN (DRAFT) 2011 
The Draft Crib Point Township Plan is a Strategic 
Plan and a Design Framework intended to address 
the land use, built form, landscape and transport 
requirements of Crib Point over the next 15-20 
years.   
 
In its current Draft form the Plan does not 
specifically address Woolleys Road Bushland 
Reserve, however it does identify the area of SUZ1 
(of which Woolleys Road is part) as a “community, 
recreation and environment precinct” as illustrated 
on the attached Image 2, Crib Point Township Plan 
– Overall Plan. 
 
There are general, town wide issues that have been 
identified as being of major concern to the 
community regarding the future development of Crib 
Point.  Some of these are directly relevant to the 
preparation of the Woolleys Road Bushland 
Reserve Master Plan. 
 
Some of the key issues identified in the Crib Point 
Township Plan include: 
 

1.  Substantial areas have been set aside for 
port related land use but their purpose is 
unclear given proposed changes in the Port 
of Hastings Port Land Use and Transport 
Strategy (2009).  Planning for the port area 
remains in flux and the Crib Point community 
seeks to establish a clear direction for the 
town.   

 

Woolleys Road Bushland Reserve falls into 
the category of land set aside for port related 
use.   The Township Plan notes that: 
 
“there are significant opportunities for 
alternative uses which could complement the 
efficient and effective operation of the 
(limited) port activity at Crib Point and there 
is scope to review and investigate the use of 
land within the SUZ1 for conservation, 
recreation, rural, and public uses. Facilitating 
interim use on both Council owned and 
private land in the northern part of the 
township would also provide opportunities to 
realise environmental improvements and 
remediation of poorly presented land”. 



crib point township plan DRAFT

  7 

Figure 3  Crib Point Township Plan – Overall Plan 

Council Meeting -  
Monday, 10 October, 2011

Item 2.13 Attachment 1 

Image 2: Crib Point Township Plan   20/8/2012
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3.1.2 Existing Policies and Strategies (contd) 
 

CRIB POINT TOWNSHIP PLAN (DRAFT) 2011 
(contd) 
 

2.   Much of the township area is not included in 
a Vegetation Protection Overlay (VPO) and 
Crib Point’s diverse natural environment is 
under threat by development which does not 
adequately protect existing landscape 
features and regenerate habitat linkages and 
biodiversity. 

 

 Woolleys Road Bushland Reserve is 
significant for its natural environment and its 
biodiversity and habitat values. 

 

3.  Physical connections between open spaces 
can be improved given the array of nature 
reserves, public parks and ‘pocket’ green 
spaces throughout the township. 

 

 There is great opportunity to enhance links 
between Woolleys Road Bushland Reserve, 
the township and Jacks Beach and Woolleys 
Beach, particularly connections to existing 
trails. 

 

In response to these relevant issues, the Township 
Plan proposes to: 
 

▪ Seek to define the areas that are required for 
port related uses, ensuring proper buffer 
areas and also identify the range of 
alternative uses which may be established 
within buffer areas. 

▪ Review the SUZ1 designated areas for other 
uses that may be compatible with port 
operations (as per the Hastings Port Land 
Use and Transport Strategy (2009). 

 (Note, in this context, uses on the southern 
land adjoining Woolleys Road Bushland 
Reserve, may be considered only as interim 
uses i.e. occasional events, overflow parking) 

▪ Strengthen the sense of place and identity of 
Crib Point across both residential and 
commercial areas and public spaces, 
including the major access roads.  
Stony Point Road needs to be considered as 
a major element of public space as well as a 
transport corridor. 

▪ Introduce a Vegetation Protection Overlay 
(VPO1).  

▪ Encourage integrated movement networks 
that provide for all modes of transport with 
priority for pedestrians and cyclists. 

 

ROADSIDE EQUESTRIAN AND MOUNTAIN BIKE 
TRAILS STRATEGY (DRAFT) 2012 
 

The current Draft Equestrian Strategy focuses on 
the provision of equestrian trails throughout the 
Shire.  The Strategy provides some directions for 
equestrian grounds and facilities such as at the 
Reserve, including the need for master plans and / 
or management plans.   
 

Some of the draft recommendations relevant to the 
development of the Master Plan include: 
 

 A proposed route to the Reserve, via Jacka 
Street and Buckley Street, and a possible 
roadside trail to Jacks Beach and Stony Point 
along Woolleys Road. 

 Signage opportunities for shared trails. 
 Standard road crossing signs. 
 Trail connections to equestrian grounds to 

widen trail network riding opportunities, 
including a connection to Woolleys Road 
Bushland Reserve via a proposed trail from 
Merricks Station Ground. 

 Minimum impact activities and practices. 
 Shared public access at all reserves. 
 A co-ordinated approach to implementation 

of all actions for equestrian focussed activity. 
 Riders with dogs will have opportunities to 

ride elsewhere. 
 

OPEN SPACE STRATEGY 2003  
The Open Space Strategy looks broadly at Open 
Space throughout the Shire.  There are four 
reserves where equestrian activities take place. 
With the exception of the Moorooduc Saddle Club, 
all reserves are public open space where equestrian 
activities take place within the context of general 
public access and use for activities such as walking, 
bike riding, bird watching, nature study, picnics and 
other activities.  Horse riding trails are categorised 
under “Trails’. 
 

Within the Strategy the Woolleys Road Bushland 
Reserve (named Port Estate) is classified as a 
‘Region Level Bushland Reserve’.  Bushland 
Reserves are areas that have a primary function 
and priority of preserving the natural environment 
and enhancing the quality of native bushland.  
These areas have a secondary priority relating to 
recreation use and access.  They include natural 
areas such as waterways, wetlands and natural 
areas within parks and reserves.  The Open Space 
Strategy contains guidelines for the management of 
Bushland Reserves (Open Space Strategy Volume 
3) and as a high priority recommends development 
of a Management Plan for the Reserve. 
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3.1.2 Existing Policies and Strategies (contd) 
 
OPEN SPACE STRATEGY 2003 (contd) 
 

Also of relevance to the Master Plan, is the 
nomination of open space priorities for ‘small area’ 
townships such as Bittern /Crib Point (Area 2), 
including: 
 

 Trail networks and linkages to sites of 
significance in the community. 

 Jetties and marinas (water access). 
 Sporting reserves. 
 Neighbourhood parks with play spaces for a 

range of age groups. 
 
BICYCLE STRATEGY (RIDE SAFE) 2010 
The Strategy does not have any specific details for 
the area in and around Woolleys Road.  It does 
however outline recommendations for the VicRoads 
Principal Bicycle Network (PBN) planning program 
for the development of an on road cycling lane 
along Bittern-Dromana Rd, from Nepean Highway 
to Stony Point Road 
 
Crib Point is already well served by the South 
Beach Road shared trail connection to Somers. 
 
SHARED TRAILS STRATEGY 2003 
This Strategy was prepared for the whole of the 
Mornington Peninsula Shire area, with particular 
emphasis given to meeting the needs of existing 
and anticipated populations, while ensuring 
balanced recreational use within a significant 
natural environment. 
 
Within the Strategy the following recommendations 
for funding new trails were proposed for Crib Point: 
 
 Crib Point Foreshore from Woolleys Road to 

The Esplanade at Woolleys Beach. 
 Crib Point Foreshore from Woolleys Beach 

Reserve to intersection of Stony Point Rd and 
The Esplanade. 

 
These were nominated as Moderate Priority 
Secondary Trails (6 – 10 years).  The Strategy 
recommendations were implemented via the ‘Path 
Links’ program which has now ceased. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
HEALTH AND WELLBEING PLAN 
The Health and Well Being Plan is designed to help 
create, sustain and enhance healthy vibrant 
communities on the Mornington Peninsula.  The 
Mornington Peninsula Shire is committed to 
supporting and strengthening its diverse 
communities through planning and implementing 
strategies which facilitate optimal health and well 
being outcomes.   
 
One of the identified Values of the Plan is “Quality 
natural and built environments contribute to good 
health and community well being.”  As such, for 
continued community wellbeing, it is important that 
Woolleys Road Bushland Reserve provide quality, 
accessible open space environments. 
 
ACTIVE SPORTS STRATEGY 2012 
The Strategy identified the key issues affecting 
equestrian activity in the Shire, including: 
 
▪ Displacement of riding opportunities with 

urban residential development. 
▪ Environmental degradation through horse 

riding activities including spread of weeds 
and water borne soil pathogens such as 
Phytophthora cinnamomi. 

▪ Safety of riding beside fast moving traffic and 
road crossings. 

▪ Lack of casual access to equestrian grounds 
for informal riding. 

 
Of relevance to the Master Plan, the Strategy 
identifies a number of initiatives for the long term 
development and ongoing future of equestrian 
activities development, including: 
 
▪ Support clubs to sustainably use and 

manage equestrian grounds. Foster 
awareness of environmental care. 

▪ Investigate options for development of a 
shared-use long distance trail.  This has 
been identified in the Draft Roadside 
Equestrian Trail Strategy. 

▪ Implement actions of updated Equestrian 
Strategy when completed. 
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3.1.2 Existing Policies and Strategies (contd) 
 

DRAFT DISABILITY ACTION PLAN (2012) 
The Draft Disability Action Plan (DAP) plan sets out 
the framework for Council to reduce barriers so that 
all members of the community can have the same 
opportunities to reach their fullest potential.  The 
key areas identified in the DAP include:  
 

 Physical and Built Environment  
 Transport and Logistics  
 Information and Communication  
 Support, Services and Programs  
 Education Awareness and Training  
 Housing  
 

In terms of “Physical and Built Environment”, as 
relevant to the master planning for the Reserve, the 
DAP has set out a number of actions: 
 

Key Action Area 1 – Physical and Built 
Environment  
To plan, develop and maintain an accessible 
physical and built public environment across 
Mornington Peninsula Shire. This includes 
footpaths and pedestrian pathways, parking, 
public toilets and amenities, shopping centres, 
community facilities, and infrastructure 
supporting beaches and foreshores. 
 

Details of the specific actions contained in the 
DAP can be reviewed on Council’s website. 

 

FAUNA SURVEY AND MANAGEMENT 
PRESCRIPTIONS FOR PORT ESTATE 
RESERVE, 2003 
This report documents the significant taxa, their 
habitat and management prescriptions for the Port 
Estate Reserve (Woolleys Road Bushland 
Reserve).  
 

It was noted that the Reserve supports Narrow-leaf 
Peppermint Woodland with some Manna Gum.  
Middle storey is dominated by Kunzea while the 
understorey was relatively still intact in most parts.  
Fox activity along the tracks was high.   
 

It was noted that horse activity was causing 
considerable impact in parts and it was 
recommended that slashing should be reduced and 
closure of some tracks be undertaken.   
 

The report recommended a number of management 
techniques for the reserve in order to maintain the 
significant taxa, including weed control; 
management of introduced birds; fox and rabbit 
control; controlled burns; and provision of habitats. 

VEGETATION SURVEY PORT ESTATE (undated) 
This survey assessed vegetation communities 
present on the Port Estate (Woolleys Road 
Bushland Reserve).  At the time (undated) no rare 
or endangered species were observed and few pest 
plants were observed.  However, it was considered 
that the stands of Kunzea ericoides were 
considered a pest plant given then proliferation of 
this species as a monoculture. 
 

The presence of Pine trees was not mentioned in 
the report. 
 

Recommendations were made to manage the 
woodland via fencing to exclude grazing and other 
disturbances as well as remove the cover of Kunzea 
ericoides (via slashing) where this exists to the 
exclusion of other species. 
 

EQUESTRIAN VICTORIA STRATEGIC PLAN 
2011- 2016 -“Creating our Future” 
The Equestrian Victoria (EV) Strategic Plan for 
2011-2016 has adopted the Strategic Priorities of 
Equestrian Australia (EA) to create a unity of 
purpose and to help to position the sport within an 
increasingly competitive sport and entertainment 
market.  
 
‘Creating our Future’ builds on the successes of the 
past and outlines where energy and resources will 
be targeted into the future. 
 
Equestrian Victoria has also adopted a new vision 
statement: 
 
…to give everyone the opportunity to live their 
EQUESTRIAN dream… 
 
The following seven strategic priorities are the goals 
for EV for the next five years. 
1.  Create a national, contemporary approach to 

membership which is attractive to clubs, 
spectators, supporters, fans and other 
Equestrian groups. 

2.  Develop a fully integrated National High 
Performance Pathway from talent 
identification through to elite competitor. 

3  Introduce Equestrian as a curriculum option 
to all Australian schools. 

4.  Package and promote Equestrian Australia’s 
offering to raise awareness of the sport 
amongst corporate businesses, primary 
industry and the general public. 

5. Stream live feeds of Equestrian Sporting 
events and results. 
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3.1.2 Existing Policies and Strategies (contd) 
 
EQUESTRIAN VICTORIA STRATEGIC PLAN 
2011- 2016 
6.  Propose hybrid versions of the sport to grow 

the spectator and participant base. 
7.  Develop a nationally synchronised multi-sport 

annual calendar of events which features an 
iconic event. 

 

These strategies, particularly 2, 3, 4 and 6 have 
some synergies with the ideas for development of 
the Reserve, in terms of attracting membership, 
opportunities for School interaction and raising 
awareness. 
 

PUBLIC TOILET STRATEGY (2010) 
The Public Toilet Strategy was developed by 
Mornington Peninsula Shire to ensure public toilets 
are provided where they are needed throughout the 
municipality and that are fit-for-purpose. The 
Strategy proposes a two stage ranking process for 
refurbishment and for new facilities. The first stage 
is an evaluation of the proposed location against 
four criteria to determine level of usage.  A proposal 
must pass this stage before going onto the second 
stage, which priorities the proposals. 
 

Of note for Woolleys Road Bushland Reserve, 
should a proposal for new public toilets be put 
forward for funding, the proposal must first meet the 
evaluation conditions.  Funding is not guaranteed as 
proposals for new public toilets must compete 
against other building projects for funding. 
 

MUNICIPAL FIRE MANAGEMENT PLAN 
The aim of this Plan is for all agencies to work 
together across all land tenures to prevent, prepare 
for, respond to and recover from fire.  The 
underlying principle which drives fire management 
at all levels is protection and preservation of life, 
property and the environment.   
 

The objectives of the Plan are to: 
 

 Identify, prioritise and co-ordinate treatment of 
fire risks. 

 Engage the community to participate actively in 
fire management planning. 

 Increase the capacity of communities within the 
Mornington Peninsula Shire to prepare 
themselves and their assets in the event of fire. 

 Monitor, review and evaluate all activities 
across this Fire Plan. 

 Reflect the regional strategic direction. 
 
The plan can be viewed at www.ifmp.vic.gov.au by 
clicking on the map of Mornington Peninsula. 

 
 
PAVILION STRATEGY  (2012) 
Mornington Peninsula Shire has adopted a Pavilion 
Strategy, assessing existing sporting and recreation 
facilities in order to determine priorities for funding 
upgrades/ improvements. 
 
The existing clubroom pavilion is midway on the list 
of priorities. 
 
MORNINGTON PENINSULA SHIRE DOMESTIC 
ANIMAL MANAGEMENT PLAN 2008 
Through the development of the Domestic Animal 
Management Plan, the Shire aims to educate and 
encourage people to manage pets in a way that 
protects the health and welfare of the animal, 
maximises the companion benefits of keeping pets, 
and minimises the potential for nuisance or harm to 
others.   
 
Positive interaction with pets is recognised as 
having a positive impact on the individual pet 
owner’s health and wellbeing and is also 
acknowledged as an important ingredient of the 
social capital in our community.   
 
In this light, a key recommendation of the Animal 
Management Plan is to provide leash-free areas for 
dog owners to use for exercising with their pets.    
 
However, at the Reserve it is considered 
inappropriate to provide an off leash area, given the 
significant flora on site and the likelihood of the 
Reserve being a habitat for the Southern Brown 
Bandicoot. 
 
PORT ESTATE VEGETATION QUALITY 2004 
(Aerial Photography 2002 / 2003)  
This vegetation assessment is not associated with 
any known report.  However, the aerial photograph 
of the Reserve, provides a comparison with current 
photography.   
 
Without a detailed flora assessment there is no 
specific detail as to the significance of the change in 
terms of increased native vegetation, (understorey 
or tree canopy), or increased weed infestation.  
However it is clear that there has been a significant 
increase in vegetation cover over the last 10 years.   
 



N
Not To Scale

Image 3 :Woolleys Road Bushland Reserve EVC and bioregion conservation status   11 February 2013
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VICTORIA’S NATIVE VEGETATION 
MANAGEMENT – A FRAMEWORK FOR ACTION 
(2002) 
The Framework is the State Government’s strategy 
to protect, enhance and revegetate Victoria’s native 
vegetation1.  The Framework:   
 focuses on catchments as a whole; 
 addresses critical issues on private land 

where native vegetation has been cleared or 
fragmented. 

 provides a strong focus on protection and 
improvement of higher conservation 
significance vegetation. 

 provides a flexible but accountable approach 
for lower conservation significance 
vegetation, enabling landholders to move 
towards more sustainable land use options. 

 

The Framework’s main goal is: 
 

“ to achieve a reversal, across the entire landscape 
of the long-term decline in the extent and quality of 
native vegetation, leading to a net gain”. 
 

Net gain is where overall gains in native vegetation 
are greater than overall losses and where individual 
losses are avoided where possible. Whilst it’s better 
to retain existing native vegetation, it is possible to 
partially recover both amount and quality.  Net gain 
will be achieved as a result of landholder and 
government-assisted efforts to protect and improve 
native vegetation.  In addition, permitted clearing 
must be offset in a way that addresses the future 
impacts of such clearing.  The Framework has four 
guiding principles: 
 
 Retention and management of remnant native 

vegetation, as the best way to conserve 
biodiversity. 

 Conservation of native vegetation and habitat 
depends on the maintenance of catchment 
processes. 

 Costs should be equitably shared, according 
to benefits that the landholder, community and 
region get. 

 A landscape approach, to planning native 
vegetation management is required and 
priorities should be based on bioregions within 
Catchment Management Authority regions. 

 

In applying the policy, there are three key steps to 
address when considering vegetation clearing: 
 

1.  Avoid adverse impacts, particularly through 
vegetation clearance; 

                                                           
1  Victoria’s Native Vegetation Framework, Department of 
Sustainability and Environment.  www.dse.vic.gov.au 

2.  If impacts cannot be avoided, minimise impacts 
by careful planning, design and management; 
and 

3.  If clearing must occur, the clearing must be 
offset. 

A planning permit is required to remove native 
vegetation and the three-step approach is an integral 
part of the decision making process relating to such 
permits. 
 

Most concern for native vegetation is focused on 
clearing, but maintaining good quality native vegetation 
is just as important for conserving plants and animals 
and maintaining land in good condition.  DSE has 
developed a standard approach for estimating the 
quality of an area of vegetation. Known as habitat 
hectares, it measures a site’s condition and landscape 
context. 
 Site condition measures how much the site has 

changed from a 'benchmark' that describes the 
average characteristics of the vegetation if it 
were mature and undisturbed for some time, by 
looking at:  
 presence of large old trees (for woodlands 

and forests) 
 amount of tree canopy cover (for 

woodlands and forests) 
 the amount of logs (for woodland forests) 
 the cover and diversity of the understorey 
 presence of appropriate regeneration 
 how weedy the site is 
 how much leaf litter there is 

 

 Landscape context considers how well the 
patch of vegetation can cope with natural 
fluctuations and disturbances events, such as old 
trees dying, bushfires and floods.  It is measured 
by the area of vegetation; and links to, and 
amount of, neighbouring patches of vegetation. 

 

In the context of this Framework, the 
recommendations of the Master Plan need to 
include an assessment of both native and 
introduced vegetation (including weeds) on the 
Reserve, in order to understand landscape context, 
quality and site conditions. 
 

This will provide a clearer understanding of how the 
principles of “avoid”, “minimise” and “offset” will 
apply when considering proposals for future 
development of the Reserve and the management 
of the existing landscape. 

 

If vegetation removal and protection is not 
achievable, there may be opportunities to partially 
recover amount and quality of vegetation through 
Net Gain. 
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FLORA AND FAUNA GUARANTEE ACT 1988 
The Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988 (FFG 
Act) is the key piece of Victorian legislation for the 
conservation of threatened species and 
communities and for the management of potentially 
threatening processes.  The management 
objectives are: 
 
(a)  to guarantee that all taxa of Victoria's flora and 

fauna can survive, flourish and retain their 
potential for evolutionary development in the 
wild 

(b)  to conserve Victoria's communities of flora and 
fauna. 

(c)  to manage potentially threatening processes. 
(d)  to ensure that any use of flora or fauna by 

humans is sustainable 
(e)  to ensure that the genetic diversity of flora and 

fauna is maintained. 
(f)  to provide programs: 

(i)  of community education in the 
conservation of flora and fauna 

(ii)  to encourage co-operative management 
of flora and fauna through, amongst 
other things, the entering into of land 
management co-operative agreements 
under the Conservation, Forests and 
Lands Act 1987 

(iii)  of assisting and giving incentives to 
people, including landholders, to enable 
flora and fauna to be conserved 

(g)  to encourage the conserving of flora and fauna 
through co-operative community endeavours. 

 
Protected flora are plants that have legal protection 
under the Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988.  
 
The Protected Flora List includes plants from three 
sources: 
 plant taxa which are not threatened but are 

declared to be protected under section 46 of 
the Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988 

 plant taxa which are listed as threatened 
under section 10 the Flora and Fauna 
Guarantee Act 1988 

 plant taxa belonging to communities which are 
listed as threatened under section 10 of the 
Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988. 

 
For all protected flora, the controls apply to flora 
“…in any form including the whole organism or any 
part or product, whether alive or dead or however 
processed.” (Section 45 of the FFG Act). 
 
 

The Act contains a statutory list of threatened taxa, 
which have been nominated, assessed by the 
Scientific Advisory Committee and approved for 
listing by the responsible Minister. 
 
DSE also has an Advisory List of Rare or 
Threatened Plants in Victoria (VROTS).  There are 
no legal requirements or consequences that flow 
from inclusion of a species in this advisory list. 
However, some of the species in this advisory list 
are also listed as threatened under the FFG Act. 
There are also species on this list that are listed 
under the Commonwealth Environment Protection 
and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (see 
further). 
 

Whilst there has been no recent detailed 
assessment of flora and fauna on the Reserve, in 
order to re-confirm the presence of threatened 
species, information is available from the Shire’s 
2006 EVC mapping exercise (see further Image 3) 
and the Fauna Atlas investigations (refer to 
Appendix 2).  The Fauna Survey and Management 
Prescriptions For Port Estate Reserve (2003) may 
also be referred to, noting however that it is not a 
recent study. (See further Appendix 3). 
 

COMMONWEALTH ENVIRONMENT  
PROTECTION AND BIODIVERSITY ACT 1997 
The Commonwealth Environment Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1997 (EPBC Act) is 
the main Commonwealth legislation for protecting 
the environment and conserving biodiversity.  The 
Act governs the protection of threatened species 
and vegetation communities.   
 
In this Act, is a list of rare or threatened plants of 
Australia (ROTAPP, or may be known as AROTS) 
which includes all plant species listed as critically 
endangered or endangered in Australia. 
 
Again, as there is no recent detailed assessment of 
flora and fauna on the Reserve, reference should be 
made to the 2006 EVC mapping exercise, the 
Fauna Atlas investigations and the Fauna Survey 
and Management Prescriptions For Port Estate 
Reserve (2003). 
 
The Act also provides listings of threatened fauna.  
Of note is the listing of the Southern Brown 
Bandicoot, which is listed as a ‘vulnerable’ species 
and has been recorded in the region of the 
Woolleys Road Bushland Reserve and is likely to 
frequent the Reserve. 
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3.2 Physical Context 
 
3.2.1  Site Context 
As a ‘Bushland Reserve’, the site is characterised 
by its significant vegetation.  It is also recognised by 
the facilities and associated infrastructure it 
provides for equestrian and horse riding recreation 
activities.   
 

Flora and Fauna 
Following a Shire commissioned flora species 
survey in 1999, the Reserve was identified as 
‘Grassy Woodland”, unusually dominated by 
Peppermint Gums.  
 

A large number and diversity of indigenous 
understorey species were recorded at that time and 
it was recommended that “the areas of relatively 
undisturbed woodland should be fenced off to 
exclude grazing and other disturbances”.  Woody 
weeds present included Sallow Wattle, Pittosporum, 
exotic grasses, Blackberries, Radiata Pines.   
 

Native species Kunzea was noted in abundance, 
being controlled in some parts by regular slashing.  
 

In 2006, EVC mapping of the Reserve was 
undertaken for the Shire as part of a Shire wide 
Ecological Vegetation Class mapping exercise.   It 
re-confirmed that a large proportion of the Reserve 
is Grassy Woodland.  This is an ‘Endangered’ 
Ecological Vegetation Class (EVC) within the 
Gippsland Plains Bio region.  This EVC is also listed 
as threatened under the Flora and Fauna 
Guarantee Act 1988.  There are also small areas of 
Damp Heathy Woodland and Swamp Scrub in the 
south east corner of the Reserve.   
 
The area has not been tested for Phytophthora 
cinnamomi (root rot / cinnamon fungus) in the past 
two years.    
 

Shire fauna data identifies a wide range of 
indigenous fauna species of Local and Regional 
significance in the region, including Wallabies, 
Antechinus (regional significance), Swamp Rats and 
a range of other small mammals, reptiles, and birds.  
Southern Brown Bandicoots have a confirmed 
presence in nearby areas and are likely to frequent 
the Reserve.  Refer to the Fauna Atlas List in 
Appendix 2 for a list of fauna identified at the 
Reserve. 
 

Fox and predator control programmes undertaken in 
the region are encouraging more fauna activity in 
the area. 
 
 

Cultural Heritage  
There have been no assessments undertaken to 
identify Aboriginal cultural heritage values, or 
European heritage overlays at the Reserve.  
However, the site is not identified as being in a 
sensitive zone. 
 

Equestrian and Recreation Use, Access, 
Facilities 
Equestrian users generally rate the Reserve highly 
for its size and the capacity to offer a mix of 
equestrian opportunities.  However, the condition of 
the riding areas, drainage and the state of amenities 
(when compared with other peninsula venues) are 
rated as average. 
 

In terms of passive recreation, local walkers and 
dog owners use the Reserve, albeit infrequently (as 
determined through consultation feedback).  The 
Reserve is not a designated dog off-leash area 
however and some equestrian clubs prohibit 
members bringing dogs to the Reserve during 
meetings or events. 
 

The main vehicle entry to the Reserve is via a 
locked gate off Woolleys Road.  A two way gravel 
access road leads into the main Reserve area.  
Pedestrian access is also provided at two points 
along Stony Point Road where pedestrians can 
enter via bollards beside secondary vehicle gates.  
 

Carparking is informal, typically on the gravel and 
grass areas around the club room during general 
use.  During equestrian events, carparking is 
required for up to 80 vehicles and horse floats and 
they are generally placed along the gravel entry 
road, adjacent grass areas and concentrated 
around the yard areas.  During large events 
vehicles can park up to three deep along the gravel 
access road.   
 

The main structures in the Reserve include:  
 

 A club room, built in stages. 
 An attached storage shed. 
 An elevated toilet ‘trailer’ unit, separated into 

male and female, connected to septic. 
 
Areas for equestrian use include: 
 

 A cross country course. 
 Tie up yards. 
 Two fenced areas, for show jumping and 

junior riding. 
 A level, cleared (slashed) arena. 



Image 4: Existing Conditions Plan
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3.2.1 Site Context (contd) 
 
The Reserve is not subject to a Bushfire 
Management Overlay (BMO), nor has it been 
identified within the Victorian Fire Risk Register 
(VFRR).  The site is however located within a 
classified Bushfire Prone Area (BPA). 
 
Mornington Peninsula Shire has adopted Fire 
Management Plans for nearly all Bushland 
Reserves.  These Plans have been developed in 
consultation and co-operation with local fire 
management authorities and are continually 
monitored and modified as required.     
 
Fire Management Plans detail works to be 
undertaken at bushland reserves to reduce fire risk 
to assets such as houses.  Each Plan identifies fuel 
management zones (FMZs) and sets out the work 
to be undertaken annually within each zone. 
 
For Woolleys Road Bushland Reserve, a Fire 
Management Plan is in place (see attached Image 5 
Port Estate Bushland Reserve Fire Management 
Map).  This Map addresses bushfire risk to the west 
of the Reserve and includes grass slashing and fuel 
reduction. 
 
A CFA assessment of the site considered that the 
most vulnerable assets were the adjoining private 
properties located on Stony Point Road. 
 
The disturbed areas on site, which have been 
invaded by weed species, add to the fuel loading on 
the Reserve, establishing “ladder fuels” and making 
the vegetation present more susceptible to bushfire 
in a range of conditions.  The large pockets of 
continuous vegetation would enable a bushfire 
incident, under the influence of ideal bushfire 
weather, to establish a steady state rate of spread. 
 
The tracks throughout the site may provide limited 
effect on a bushfire depending on the weather 
conditions.  
 
The vegetation present, particular overstorey 
canopy, is primarily smooth bark, which would limit 
long distance spotting potential, so short distance 
spotting would the primary concern.  The power line 
easement increases the potential of a bushfire 
incident, however this easement could also be 
utilised to assist in meeting the fire mitigation 
objectives. 
 
 
 



Not To Scale

Image 5: Fire Management Map   20/8/2012

N



––

Burn Sites 

1. Mostly Pine and 
Kunzea in western half, 
previously slashed 
grasses and Kunzea 
regrowth in eastern Half 

2. Mostly Pine and 
Kunzea, previously 
slashed grasses and 
Kunzea regrowth in 
eastern Half 

NB. The orange dashed line 
could potentially divide these 
two sites into different 
configurations due to a 
different species composition 
on the site.  Burning them at 
the same time could be useful 
to provide a mosaic pattern 
but they may be available to 
burn theses in different 
conditions.

Other Sites to be assessed in 
more detail at a later date but 
they all generally contain more 
intact grassy woodland 
vegetation with some level of 
Kunzea infestation.  These 
sites would be good 
candidates for strategic woody 
weed removal works. 
(Selective Kunzea removal) 

Not To Scale

Image 6: Woolleys Road Bushland Reserve (Port Estate) Burn Sites  11/02/2013
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The current clubroom / pavilion requires upgrading including:
- internal repairs
- toilet facilities
- emergency exit
- roof repairs, including guttering
- compliant access
- external drainage- external drainage
- increased storage
- improved lighting
- flexibility to meet future demands

The public toilets are located some distance away from the
club rooms.  The trailer unit is separated into male and
female and is connected to septic.  As they are elevated, the
toilets are not fully accessible.  The number of toilets meets
current demand.

Electricity infrastructure is managed and maintained by United 
Energy. The presence of power poles is considered a hazard 
by some riders.  There is also concern that they are a fire hazard.

The low lying nature of the site, overland flow paths and 
poor drainage limits use of the Reserve during wet weather.

IMAGE 7  WOOLLEYS ROAD BUSHLAND RESERVE MASTER PLAN Site Context: Facilities, Amenity and Land Use



The main arena / open space is a slashed grassed area, used 
for events and casual riding. 

The jumps course is to be uprgraded with longer, improved trails 
and jump structures.

Infrastructure, such as these yards, requires expanding to 
meet demands.

Fencing throughout the Reserve is limited.  Currently only 
the horse yards and two small arenas are fenced.

Site drainage impacts on access and use of the site Existing jumps course infrastructure can be a hazard for 
general public access and emergency vehicle access.

Existing trails through native vegetation. Provision of amenities for visitors and judges is limited.

IMAGE 8        WOOLLEYS ROAD BUSHLAND RESERVE MASTER PLAN                  Site Context: Equestrian Use



The Reserve is not well sign posted along Woolleys Road.  
Signage at the entry gate is very discrete and difficult to see
from the road.

Entry into the Reserve is via Woolleys Road, an 80 km/hr road. 
The right hand turn into the Reserve is considered unsafe.  
The location of the gate limits queuing length.
The road through the Reserve is unsealed and access is limited 
during wet weather.

Miills Avenue, an unsealed road,connects Stony Point Road to the Reserve.  Vehicle entry is secured by a gate.
Pedestrian access is via bollards, however the spacings do not allow easy access for bicycles or prams.

Carparking around the site is informal. Access is required to maintain and manage service utilities.

Triton Avenue, also unsealed, is another connection between the Reserve and Stony Point Road.  
This route is used for access to an electricity substation.  Vehicle entry to the Reserve is secured by a gate.

IMAGE 9        WOOLLEYS ROAD BUSHLAND RESERVE MASTER PLAN              Site Context: Access and Circulation



There is an existing dam on the Reserve.  There may be opportunity to direct 
overland flows into the dam.  

The Reserve is a ‘Bushland Reserve’ and is characterised by significant native vegetation throughout the Reserve.

The clear areas in the Reserve and along existing road reserves provide opportunities for new infrastructure, amenities and roads 
(subject to further investigation of understorey).

Emergent Pine trees throughout the Reserve need to be controlled.

IMAGE 10        WOOLLEYS ROAD BUSHLAND RESERVE MASTER PLAN             Site Context: Environment 

Fill areas have introduced weeds into the Reserve. Kunzea control programmes and methods need to be addressed 
as part of the ongoing maintenance of the Reserve.
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4.0 ISSUES 
As part of the analysis stage, a range of site 
conditions, issues and opportunities were examined 
and discussed in relation to the objectives of the 
project.    
 

A number of issues at the Reserve have become 
apparent during consultation discussions and 
through site analysis:   
 

For clarity, the Issues identified have been grouped 
into relevant ‘themes’ being “Environment and 
Cultural Heritage”, ‘Facilities and Amenity’, 
‘Equestrian and ‘Recreation Use’, ‘Access and 
Circulation’ and “Land Use”  
 

Further, the development of the Master Plan has 
been based around responding to these key 
themes. 
 

4.1 Environment. 
 There has been no detailed assessment of 

flora and fauna on the Reserve. 
However some flora information is available 
from the Shire’s 2006 EVC mapping exercise 
and the Fauna Atlas investigation. 
Core habitat mapping for the region is within 
the Draft Regional Catchment Strategy by 
Port Phillip and Western Port Catchment 
Management Authority'. 

 The Reserve provides a biolink to the coastal 
reserve of Western Port. 

 There are differing opinions on the suitability 
of slashing Kunzea as a control programme 
and the use of chemical weed control. 

 Pine tree regeneration is an ongoing issue, 
for fire management and impacts on native 
vegetation. 

 Any areas of vegetation to be removed will 
be subject to a flora and fauna assessment 
and will be subject to a Net Gain offset. 

 Management procedures to control 
Phytophthora are very involved and difficult 
to enforce particularly for horse activities. 

 The Reserve is recognised as a habitat for 
the Southern Brown Bandicoot.  

 Dog activity on site would discourage some 
native fauna activity, particularly bandicoots.  

 Retained water and low lying areas are 
typical of damp heathy woodland and swamp 
scrub environments. 

 Poor drainage across the site limits use and 
access in winter.   

 Weed infestation and management is an 
ongoing issue.   

Spreading of horse manure and hay increase 
potential weed infestation.  

Imported fill / soil brings the potential to 
introduce pathogens and weeds to the 
Reserve. 

4.2 Cultural Heritage. 
 There has been no cultural heritage 

assessment conducted to determine areas of 
archaeological potential and assess if there 
are any visible cultural heritage sites. 
However, the Reserve is not defined as 
being of Aboriginal heritage sensitivity. 

 

4.3 Facilities, Amenity. 
 The club room is in need of repair / 

replacement to meet accessibility standards 
as well as increase storage, improve 
drainage, fix leaks, meet future demands. 

 The location of the public toilets away from 
club rooms is an issues as is their non-
compliance with accessibility standards 

 The reserve is poorly lit. 
 The site is characterised by low lying areas 

and water retention.  Drainage is not well 
addressed and there are drainage issues 
around the club room and across the site.   

 More storage is required for some clubs. 
 No sewer connection. 
 

4.4 Equestrian and Recreation Use. 
 Expansion of any equestrian or public 

recreation use needs to consider 
environmental constraints, fire management, 
and access.  

 Use of the Reserve by more than one 
equestrian group at a time is restricted by 
difficulties in organising the arena spaces.   

 

Club rules exclude mixing of users/events 
because of insurance.  This works against 
multi-use at present because sections of the 
Reserve and the associated parking and 
floating of horses can not be easily 
separated. 

 

Bookings are arranged to avoid duplication of 
use.  However, there may be capacity for 
other small groups/ activities to occur when 
user clubs run clinics rather than events. 
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4.4 Equestrian and Recreation Use (contd) 
 Accessibility to amenities is non-compliant 

for disabled riding programmes. 
 The current length of the cross country 

course limits competition. 
 The current length of the trails limits use by 

carriage riders. 
 The wet nature of the site limits use in winter.  

The equestrian clubs currently ‘self regulate’ 
use during these times. 

 Currently few opportunities and facilities for 
community activities. 

 
4.5 Access and Circulation 
 Poor address and visibility to the site from 

Woolleys Road. 
 Entry not well sign posted or lit.  Proximity of 

entry gate fence to road, limits car (and float) 
queuing length. 

 Right turning into the Reserve can be 
difficult. 

 Year round access is limited as the roadway 
is not sealed and there are no defined, all 
weather parking areas. 

 Shared roadway for vehicles, horses and 
pedestrian movement causes conflicts. 

 Access for emergency services and utility 
authorities. 

 
4.6 Land Use.  
 The Reserve is a regional level bushland 

reserve defined by the Shires Open Space 
Strategy. The Reserve is currently divided by 
a plan of subdivision and not all land parcels 
are owned by Council. 

 The property to the south of the Reserve is 
Council owned and future use may be 
occasional, i.e. for one off recreation 
activities and horse agistment leases. 

 
4.7 Other Issues (not covered in the scope 

of the Master Plan) 
 Bio-security is seen as an issue by some 

clubs and conservation professionals and 
groups. 

 Difficulties with scheduling and managing 
yearly event timetables. 
A defined timetable is required so that bushland 
maintenance works (including fox control, 
planned ecological burns, slashing) can occur 
without impacting club events and bushland 
maintenance works  
 
 

 Lack of a business plan, operational plan. 
 Upgrades to the cross country course, 

although a future course design will need to 
be integrated into the Master Plan. 
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5.0 CONSULTATION  
 

User groups, the local community and Council 
officers have been invited to contribute to the 
development of the Master Plan.  The key 
objectives of the consultation process were to: 

 
 Identify key planning and management 

issues that could have a bearing on the use 
and development of the site. 

 

 Identify the needs and aspirations for the site 
of user clubs and other potential user groups, 
community groups and service agencies 

 

 Identify any wider community ideas and 
concerns regarding the site. 

 

The consultation program has identified a wide 
range of equestrian and non-equestrian use issues 
as well as significant issues from a conservation, 
heritage and land management perspective.   

Some issues will also need a greater assessment 
than is possible within the present study.  

Consultation to date has included:  
 
5.1 Interviews with User Groups and 

Stakeholders. 
Council provided contacts for committee and club 
representatives, relevant officers, government and 
community agencies/organisations.  
 
A series of meetings were held at the 
commencement of the project to identify current use 
patterns as well as the opportunities and constraints 
at the Reserve.   
 
The main issues discussed included:  
 
 History of involvement with the Reserve. 
 Demand for use of the Reserve, any 

potential conflicts with use. 
 Benchmarking with other Shire equestrian 

venues.  
 Opportunities for future development. 
 Non-equestrian uses of the Reserve. 
 How the Reserve could better serve both 

equestrian and other community uses. 
 Needs and development priorities. 
 
The full details of the interviews are reported in 
Appendix 1. 
 

These initial discussions helped to gain a better 
understanding of the functionality of the Reserve, 
and allowed users to express their aspirations. 
 

5.2 Media Exposure 
The study was advertised through flyers, press 
releases and letterboxing of local residents to inform 
the community of study and its objectives as well as 
to invite input. 
 

5.3 Site Walk  
A site walk was held with Shire and community 
representatives having a specific responsibility or 
concern for environmental, conservation, heritage 
and land management issues, as these issues are 
considered central to the development of the Master 
Plan.   Discussions during the site walk focussed 
on: 
 Fire management, access. 
 Environmental management, protection of 

assets. 
 Cultural heritage. 
 Safety and circulation. 
The full details of the site discussions are reported 
in Appendix 1. 
 

5.4 Committee Workshops 
Workshops with the Committee have been very 
beneficial, allowing for discussion and feedback on 
the Draft Master Plan as it has developed.  To date 
feedback has been very positive, with in-principle 
support for the Draft Master Plan proposals. 
 

5.5 Ongoing Liaison with Council 
Officers. 

Throughout the course of the project, feedback has 
been provided by Council officers in areas such as 
Traffic and Road Safety, Natural Systems and 
Strategic Planning as well as providing relevant 
information being developed in parallel strategies 
such as the Township Plan.   
 

5.6 Public Exhibition. 
The Draft Master Plan was on public exhibition for 
eight (8) weeks, with copies displayed on the 
Shire’s website and distributed to key stakeholders.  
Feedback forms were provided for responses. 
 
During the exhibition period a drop-in session was 
held at Bittern Hall.  Flyers were sent to over 300 
local residents and were also posted at the 
Reserve.  Copies of the Master Plan were also 
available at the club room at the Reserve. 
 
A summary of the responses received following the 
exhibition period have been included in Appendix 1. 
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5.7 Vision and Aims 
As part of the consultation process, a ‘Vision” for the 
Reserve was discussed with stakeholders and the 
following Vision statement was developed in 
response to these discussions: 
 

Within the context of maintaining a high 
quality bushland reserve and protecting a 
diverse ecosystem, develop a multi-purpose 
recreation venue with a strong equestrian 
focus for the benefit of the Crib Point, Bittern, 
district, Shire and wider regional 
communities. 

Stakeholders’ aspirations were discussed and the 
following aims for the Master Plan were generally 
agreed: 

 To achieve a safe and accessible venue. 

 To provide quality infrastructure capable of 
meeting the needs of a diverse range of 
users and uses. 

 To protect and preserve the natural and built 
assets of the venue. 

 To enhance the diversity of equestrian 
opportunities. 

 To enhance the diversity of informal 
community recreation opportunities. 

 To guide decisions on use opportunities and 
scheduling of reserve assets. 

 To identify possible strategies through which 
the reserve can contribute to educational, 
employment and economic development 
opportunities in the Shire. 

 To identify possible strategies for informing 
the community about the Reserve. 
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6.0 MASTER PLAN DIRECTIONS 
 
A key objective of the Brief for this Master Plan 
study is to ensure that Woolleys Road Bushland 
Reserve continues to be viable in the provision of 
equestrian activity and infrastructure, whilst also 
providing for general recreation use of the Reserve 
and fostering shared use of facilities.  Many of the 
Master Plan recommendations focus on actions to 
improve access, amenity and locate new facilities. 
 

Importantly, there are also a number of 
recommendations to preserve the natural 
environment so that equestrian activity can occur 
harmoniously within the valuable environmental 
context of the Reserve.   
 

The Master Plan directions seek to, wherever 
possible, avoid removal of existing vegetation.   
Works that need to be undertaken to improve the 
viability of the Reserve for equestrian uses (such as 
club room works, sealed carparking, safer access, 
new trails and infrastructure etc) would be 
undertaken subject to cultural heritage and 
environmental assessment and the development of 
a maintenance plan.   
 

The Directions are presented under the key 
‘themes’ identified during the Analysis Stage.  
 

6.1. Facilities, Amenity 
 
6.1.1 Club Room Facilities 
The existing club room is in need of renovation or 
replacement, to resolve current design and repair 
issues.  In particular the facility needs to be 
compliant with DDA codes. Three development 
options have been considered to meet the future 
needs of clubs and Reserve users.   
 

Two options propose upgrades to the existing club 
rooms.   The third option proposes a new club room.  
This option opens up possibilities for relocating the 
club room. 
 

Each Option proposes new toilet facilities, enabling 
the removal of the current toilet ‘trailer’.  Further 
investigation is required at the detailed design stage 
to consider services provision to the new facility.  
There are opportunities for removing the septic 
system (which can be an issue for poorly drained 
sites) and the introduction of composting systems 
and/or rainwater or grey water usage.   
 
The three options for the club rooms are attached 
further, as Option 1A, 1B (renovations to existing 
club room) and Option 2 (new club room). 
 

Any option for the club room needs to address 
drainage to improve access and useability of 
undercover areas.  Drainage works should consider 
incorporation of Water Sensitive Urban Design 
(WSUD) initiatives. 
 

The upgrade or replacement of the clubroom will 
ultimately be dependent on Council / Club funding.  
The existing clubroom has been audited and, within 
Council’s current pavilion strategy, is ranked 
midway in the priority list of 86 pavilions throughout 
the Shire.  Within the nominated 15 year timeframe 
for upgrades, it may mean that funding for the 
clubroom is not available for 5 – 10 years.  
However, this may change if club memberships 
grow, club contributions increase or Council fast 
tracks the implementation of the Pavilions Strategy. 
 

In the interim there is preparation work that the 
Committee can do such as confirm room sizes, fit 
out and equipment requirements (and sharing 
between clubs) and confirming amenities 
requirements i.e. first aid, toilet and shower 
facilities. 
 

6.1.2 Amenity Infrastructure 
Improve amenity infrastructure throughout the 
Reserve.  The clubroom and public recreation areas 
should be focal points, with provision for a BBQ, a 
picnic area, rubbish bins and bike racks.   
 

Provision of lighting at the Reserve entry and 
around buildings will improve safety for winter and 
night time use.  Lighting considerations will 
however, need to be reviewed in terms of impacts 
on fauna species such as native bats. 
 

Develop and implement a signage strategy for the 
Reserve to improve address from Stony Point Road 
and Woolleys Road and to provide visitors with 
directional information in the Reserve and 
management practices throughout the Reserve 
(behaviour and use, preservation, fire etc). Key 
signage is required to: 
 
 Improve visibility into the Reserve at the 

main entry (ies). 
 Identify event days at the Reserve. 
 Identify trails and trail types. 
 Direct visitors to key facilities, as well as 

direct them away from sensitive zones. 
 Identify equestrian zones. 
 Identify shared use zones. 
 Interpret significant natural features. 
 Aid navigation for emergency vehicles. 
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6.2 Equestrian and Recreation Use 
 
6.2.1 Equestrian Infrastructure 
The Master Plan illustrates opportunities for new 
infrastructure to support equestrian activities. 
 

It should be noted that the new infrastructure is 
proposed to be accommodated within the existing 
footprint of cleared/slashed areas, in order to 
minimise removal of vegetation.    
 

Note, any works will require an assessment of 
existing vegetation, both canopy and understorey. 
 

Given this contained area, there will be some 
compromise as to the areas of arenas, particularly a 
reduction in the current main arena size.  However 
the consolidation and replanning of infrastructure 
should benefit the use of the Reserve, particularly 
during events.  
 

The Master Plan accommodates the following 
equestrian infrastructure: 
 

 Main arena (nom 145 x 90m). 
 A sand dressage arena (100 x 60m). This can 

be separated into smaller arenas in a 
north/south or east/west orientation as 
required. 
The sand surface should also accommodate 
carriage use.   
Consideration must be given to the 
introduction of any new soil / sand onto the 
site to avoid introducing weeds and 
pathogens. 

 Five small arenas  
The Master Plan proposes these as ‘flexible’ 
arena spaces that clubs can use as required 
and which could be separated by mobile / 
temporary fencing or bunting.  These spaces 
could also be used as event set-up zones (for 
tents, displays, registration areas etc) and 
marshalling zones. 

 Spectator viewing platforms (fixed/mobile). 
 Judges viewing spaces. These are locations 

for cars to park or could be locations for 
shelters to be installed to meet future 
requirements.  

 Mounting ramps and yard area. 
 Storage area, including the relocated storage 

shed. 
 

 
 
 

Drainage issues need to be addressed as part of 
any development works, to improve access and 
useability of arenas areas, particularly the lower 
lying areas.  
 

Drainage works should consider incorporation of 
Water Sensitive Urban Design (WSUD) initiatives.  
 

6.2.2 Jumps Course 
Funding for a new jumps course was a precursor to 
the development of this Master Plan. 
 

The new course will include a series of new jumps 
and the separation of trails into 5 grades and 
lengths of course.  The design is the subject of a 
separate project, however for the purposes of 
integrating the two projects, the potential course 
layout is illustrated in Image 16 to follow.  The 
proposal takes advantage of existing trails so that 
minimal vegetation removal is required.  The final 
route and jumps placement is indicative only and 
will be determined in liaison with the course 
designer.  The development of a water jump will 
incorporate the findings from a study undertaken for 
Main Ridge Reserve. 
 

The Master Plan also references potential course 
start and finish points, to show how circulation and 
activity would work around these focal points. 
 

6.2.3 Casual Public Horse Riding 
When club activities are taking place, casual public 
riding would be available on shared trails, with 
cyclists and pedestrians, on the trails to the north of 
the Reserve, separate from club riding areas.   
 

When club activities are not occurring, all trails in 
the Reserve are shared use and available for 
walking, mountain bike riding and casual horse 
riding. 
 

With improved amenities Crib Point Primary School 
may consider using the Reserve once or twice a 
year for cross country running events and 
environmental studies.  
 

6.2.4 Carriage Trails 
Horse and carriage riding would utilise the proposed 
jumps course trail.  Where possible, carriage 
obstacles can be incorporated into the cross country 
trails, particularly in the open areas where 
vegetation clearance will not be required (including 
the main arena and the powerline easement trail). 
 

Occasional use of the Shire owned land to the south 
of the Reserve may also be possible for carriage 
events. 
 



Woolleys Road Equestrian Grounds - Cross Country Courses

Created by GIS Team - 15/08/2012

Legend

Grade 5 Course (1350m)

Grade 4 Course (1710m)

Grade 3 Course (2491m)

Grade 2 Course (2767m)

Grade 1 Course (2834m)

Image 16: Jumps Course Layout   20/8/2012
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6.2 Equestrian and Recreation Use (contd) 
 
6.2.5 Emerging Trends  
During the background research stage, a number of 
trends were raised in relation to provision of 
infrastructure for equestrian activity.  Two in 
particular were reviewed in relation to the 
development of the Master Plan. 
 

1) Sensory Trails 
A sensory riding trail provides an environment that 
consists of slopes, turns, varied footing, natural 
sights and sounds, and “sensory experiences.”  A 
sensory environment challenges riders’ balance, 
stimulates their senses and encourages them to 
interact with the world around them.   Trails are 
designed to be: 
 

 visually stimulating using different shapes, 
colours, artworks and interesting objects. 

 interesting for hearing, providing the 
sounds of water, music, birds and different 
textures for horses to walk over (bridges, 
gravel, leaves) 

 varied in taste opportunities, with riders 
having the opportunity to pick and taste a 
variety of fruits, vegetables, herbs planted 
along the trail. 

 stimulating to touch, through varieties of 
textured vegetation. 

 diverse in smell, through a selection of 
varied foliage, ground surfaces. 

 a challenge for balance and hand-eye co-
ordination, providing opportunities to reach 
and stretch for objects. 

 

2) Horse Playgrounds 
The philosophy behind horse playgrounds is to 
develop and strengthen the relationship 
between a horse and their handler.  A horse 
playground provides obstacles that can be fun 
and sociable for horses and handlers.  The 
intent is to help to: 
 develop communication 
 build confidence and strength 
 earn respect 
 develop and improve trust. 

 
The Master Plan illustrates flexible arena spaces 
which could be used in the future for installing 
infrastructure for horse playgrounds. 
 
Sensory elements could be established as part of 
the existing/new trails. 
 
 
 

6.2.6 Other Facilities 
A storage area accessible to the roadway, is 
proposed adjacent the clubrooms, but out of sight 
lines to arena areas.  A Committee review of 
storage requirements will determine the size, form 
and management of a storage area, which may be 
in the form of sheds or covered yards. 
 

A horse wash was an idea raised during 
consultation, located in an area in proximity to the 
yards or the event parking area.  There needs to be 
further reviewed by the Committee regarding the 
responsible use of water, controlling usage and 
safety issues.  
 

The provision of a manure pit was also raised.  This 
too needs further review by the Committee, in terms 
of safety, storage, management and collection. 
 

6.2.7 Recreation Use 
A ‘public’ recreation area is proposed adjacent the 
Woolleys Road entry.  The purpose of this area is to 
ensure that part of the Reserve remains accessible 
for the general public whilst equestrian events are 
taking place.  The area is not intended to be used 
for equestrian or other club activities. 
 

The area could provide: 
 

 Public riding / walking tracks. 
 Seating, BBQ area, shade, shelter. 
 Separate public parking area. 
 Bird watching, orienteering, nature walking. 
 

The provision of an additional public toilet for this 
recreation area would be dependent on demand 
and future investigation into servicing, impacts etc. 
 

This location in the Reserve has been selected as it: 
 

 Can be clearly separated from the main 
Reserve and equestrian areas. 

 Can be outside a ‘secure’ entry gate and 
therefore be accessible at all times. 

 Has access to Woolleys Road and can be 
linked to the proposed new sealed road so 
that is accessible year round.  
 

Dogs are not usually permitted in bushland 
reserves.  However, there may be scope for some 
dog walking in cleared arena areas after further 
fencing works have been undertaken. 

It should also be noted that there are alternative 
leash free areas available at Crib Point Recreation 
Reserve, Bittern Recreation Reserve and Graham 
Myers Reserve, Bittern (on non match / training 
days). 
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6.3 Environment  
Currently there are limited recent studies confirming 
the environmental significance of the Reserve.  An 
updated assessment of environmental significance 
is recommended, which must set parameters for: 
 

▪ Pine removal and ongoing management. 
▪ Actions for Kunzea control and the best 

method of control considering differing views. 
 Strategies for development of new 

infrastructure. 
 Management regimes – infrastructure and 

environment. 
 Other weed control. 
 Native vegetation Net Gain responsibilities 

and offset opportunities. 
 Fire management.  
 Fauna and habitat management. 
 

6.4 Cultural Heritage  
There are also limited recent studies confirming 
cultural heritage significance of the Reserve.  An 
updated assessment is required to confirm cultural 
heritage sensitivities. 
 

6.5 Access and Circulation  
 

6.5.1 Mills Avenue Connection 
It is proposed that the Mills Avenue connection 
between the Reserve and Stony Point Road 
become the main entry point into the Reserve.   
 

The benefits of this include: 
 Stony Point Road is a 60 km/hr road 
 Most entry traffic will be via a left hand turn, 

generally a safer turning movement. 
 There is better ability for turning vehicles 

(with horse floats) to decelerate and 
accelerate due to the additional width of the 
road. 

 There is better visibility of vehicles entering 
and exiting. 

 There is better sight distance for exiting 
vehicles. 

 There is scope for parking outside the 
Reserve entrance gates. 
 

Whilst this road would be a two way road, on event 
days and other high vehicle usage days, it may be 
managed as a one way system, whereby Woolleys 
Road is maintained as an exit point.  This would 
result in the majority of exiting traffic turning left 
onto Woolleys Road towards Crib Point, thereby 
providing a safe movement with minimum 
disruption to traffic. 
 
 

6.5.2 Sealed Access Road 
The main road through the Reserve is proposed to 
be sealed and designed to be well drained (grading 
and falls, filling, drainage/WSUD elements).   
The proposed road alignment follows existing road 
reserve boundaries and is mostly contained within 
existing cleared areas.   
 

A sealed asphalt road is the preferred long term 
surface for this road given the performance and 
robustness of this material, and that it will provide 
all weather access.  As a gravel road needs similar 
extents of preparation (albeit excluding an asphalt 
seal) it is more cost effective to seal the road 
initially, rather than incur the ongoing maintenance 
costs and access limitations of a gravel road. 
 

A truck loading bay area could be accommodated 
along this road, in proximity to the arena areas. 
 

To ally concerns about safety for horses crossing 
this surface, alternative non slip materials could be 
considered at the nominated controlled crossing 
point, i.e an open/graded aggregate  for the 
asphalt, exposed aggregate concrete, or an applied 
textured surface (similar to bike or bus lanes)  
 

A detailed design of the road, including its final 
alignment, surfacing and drainage will be required. 
 

6.5.3 Carparking 
A sealed (and drained) carparking area is proposed 
in close proximity to the clubroom.  This will provide 
carparking (and float parking) for everyday use, or 
can be a reserved parking area on event days.  
Access to the carpark would be via the new entry 
road.  The footprint of the sealed carpark can be 
accommodated within existing cleared zones. 
 

Event parking (vehicles and floats) is proposed at 
the northern end of the Reserve in what is now the 
‘roundabout’.  This area would be the main event 
parking area to accommodate approximately 100 
cars/floats and 5-6 trucks. 
 

This carpark area would be unsealed but developed 
to incorporate drainage elements (raised levels, 
drainage/WSUD elements).  Regeneration of 
understorey native grasses should be encouraged 
following installation of drainage works.  
 
Visitor (non float) parking is proposed opposite the 
main sealed carpark. This carpark area would be 
unsealed but developed to incorporate drainage 
elements (raised levels, drainage/WSUD elements).  
 

Overflow parking would also be available along the 
entry road from Stony Point Road. 
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6.5 Access and Circulation (contd) 
 
6.5.4 Horse Movement 
Horse movement throughout the site (excluding 
nominated trails) is along a number of shared 
routes.  Shared routes with pedestrians and 
vehicles, provide access for all between carparks 
and the main equestrian spaces. 
 
Within the equestrian spaces, the main horse 
circulation is proposed along a defined network of 
unsealed paths (gravel or slashed grass).   
 
A defined pathway (a minimum of 5.0m wide) is also 
proposed alongside the main entry road, from 
Woolleys Road to the main equestrian area.  It is 
expected that this would be used by Riding for the 
Disabled riders entering the Reserve from their 
agistment site on the northern side of Woolleys 
Road, and would be the primary connection for 
leading horses from the event carpark area to the 
arenas. 
 
Car access (for servicing/judges etc) on these paths 
would need to be controlled to limit conflicts and 
reduce wear and damage. 
 
It is proposed to have a controlled horse crossing 
point along the main entry road, near the club room.  
This area would be managed during event days. 
 
6.5.5 Pedestrian Circulation 
As above, pedestrian movement throughout the site 
is a combination of shared routes with horses and 
vehicles as well as a series of public trails for 
pedestrians and cyclists in and around the proposed 
northern public recreation zone. 
 
The entire Reserve is accessible for walkers outside 
event times. 

 
6.5.6 Event Traffic Management Plan 
Organisers of public events will be required to have 
a standard Traffic Management Plan (TMP) used 
on event days to ensure that event parking and 
traffic movements (entry/exit) are managed safely 
and efficiently.  Any signage and/or traffic marshals 
to be used would be nominated as part of the TMP. 
 
Policies on movement of horses and vehicles 
through the float parking area during events should 
also be included in the TMP, confirming the location 
and use of the controlled and managed crossing 
point as well as the requirements for mounted/non-
mounted leading. 

 

 
6.5.7 Fire / Emergency Services and Utility 
Access 
Council’s approach to management of this Reserve 
includes ensuring access for emergency vehicles 
(CFA, Police, Ambulance) and utility companies 
servicing the powerlines and septic system.  
Delivery access will also be required.   
 
It is proposed that emergency and utility access 
would be via the proposed new entry road along 
Mills Avenue, from Stony Point Road.  This road 
needs to be a minimum of five (5) metres wide, and 
will also require five (5) metres vertical clearance 
from vegetation to ensure large vehicles such as 
CFA tankers can access and egress without 
impediment. 
 
It is intended that all trails would be of a size to be 
accessible for ambulances and fire trucks. 
 
The identified Fire Management Zone (refer Map 1) 
behind the residential properties on Stony Point 
Road, shall also be maintained free of obstacles 
such as the current cross country jumps. 
 
6.5.8 Fencing and Gates 
Fencing and gates are proposed for security at 
entries and along the boundaries.  Fencing is also 
proposed to clearly define the main cleared arena 
areas from ‘no go’ vegetation zones. 
 
A series of gates are proposed.  At the entries it is 
proposed that the gates use the current key code 
access system, hence the position of the gates is 
set in from publicly accessible areas.  However, an 
automated gate for after hours closure, may be 
required at the Woolleys Road entry to deter illegal 
dumping or other unwanted activity. 
 
Internally, gates can be set up as management 
devices to separate activities, and these could be 
unlocked or locked as required. 
 
Pedestrian, horse and bicycle accessible barriers 
(bollards, cavaletti barriers etc) may be installed 
beside entry gates, in front of carparks and along 
trail sections, particularly at the public recreation 
reserve, to stop car access.  The Draft Roadside 
Equestrian and Mountain Bike Trails Strategy 
provides specifications for bollards, cavaletti and 
road crossing signs. 
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6.6 Fire Management 
As well as providing access for emergency vehicles 
(as set out in 6.4.7 above) the Master Plan 
considers requirements for fire management at the 
Reserve.  For Woolleys Road Bushland Reserve, a 
Fire Management Plan is already in place (see 
Image 5 Port Estate Bushland Reserve Fire 
Management Map), to address bushfire risk to the 
west of the Reserve through grass slashing and fuel 
reduction. 
 

Further to the CFA assessment of the site, there 
have also been further recommendations to 
mitigate fire risks at the Reserve, including: 
 

6.6.1 Vegetation Management. 
As per the requirements of the current Fire 
Management Plan: 
 Provision of fuel reduced buffers to limit 

potential fire behaviour. 
 Fuel management across the site to reduce 

the impact of direct flame contact and radiant 
heat on surrounding assets. 

 Prescribed burn plan for fuel management 
and ecological purposes. 

 

6.6.2 Access / Egress for Fire fighting and 
Public Evacuation 

 Fire access roads should facilitate a rapid 
and concentrated response to areas where it 
will be critical for early containment of an 
outbreak of fire. 

 Fire access roads should be constructed to a 
standard that will permit travel by 
conventional drive fire fighting vehicles 
during the summer months. Care must be 
taken to avoid creating a situation that might 
lead to users becoming trapped by wildfire.  
In terrain where off-road travel is 
impracticable, passing bays should be 
provided at strategic locations, but no further 
than 200m apart. 

 In discussions with a CFA Fire Safety Officer, 
access/egress provisions should be offered 
in relation to the primary roads of Mills 
Avenue and Woolleys Road in accordance 
with relevant fire service guidelines. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6.6.3 Existing Tracks 
 Consideration should be made in relation to 

naming these tracks to allow for swift 
identification for responding vehicles and to 
aid in the navigation. 

 A number of the existing tracks host 
equestrian jumps and obstacles and 
consideration should be made in relation to 
increasing the visibility of these obstacles 
and to allow navigation around obstacles. 

 
6.6.4 Access to Water Points 
 Current water points/hydrants in the area are 

fairly limited and restricted to Woolleys Road 
and Stony Point Road.  This has the potential 
to increase turnaround times for fire fighting 
appliances refilling.  Consideration should be 
made in relation to the provision of fire 
fighting water points on site, in the form of 
static supplies such as tanks or dams.  Water 
provisions should ideally be 10,000 litres. 

 
6.7 Land Use 
 
6.7.1 Consolidation  
It is recommended that the Reserve land be 
consolidated by restructuring to remove the plan of 
subdivision.  There is already an overlay relating to 
the restructure of the land and the programme for 
implementation should be a medium term priority. 
 
Council may wish to acquire the 10 parcels of land 
currently owned by private interests and other 
statutory agencies. 
 
6.7.2 Southern Land 
The land to the south of the Reserve (see Image 
17) is Council owned.  It is currently used for 
agistment and agricultural purposes.    
 
Possible future use of this land has been outlined in 
the Draft Crib Point Township Plan (and illustrated 
in the Overall Plan, see Image 2) which 
recommends the use of Council owned SUZ land 
for interim environmental, community, recreation 
opportunities.  This may include: 
 
 Stormwater management and water harvesting  
 Occasional use for one off recreation / 

community / equestrian events. 
 Livestock agistment. 
 
The future use of this port land will be determined 
through the processes outlined in the Hastings Port 
Land Use and Transport Strategy (2009). 



 
Image 17: Southern Land - Possible occasional use for events  30/1/2013
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Both fixed and mobile fencing can be installed to:
- define equestrian activity zones
- control movement (vehicle, horse, pedestrian)
- protect sensitive areas

Viewing platforms for judges and spectators
could be fixed or mobile.

New mounting ramps could be fixed or mobile.

IMAGE 18                WOOLLEYS ROAD BUSHLAND RESERVE MASTER PLAN                 Precedent Images

A sand dressage arena of nom 100m x 60m will allow flexibility to divide the arena into smaller areas.

Additional yard areas are proposed.  As future demand requires, these could be covered.



Signage will provide identity for the Reserve as well 
as provide information about activities, location of key facilities,
interpretation of the environment, management practices etc.

Sealed roadways and carparks will provide all weather access.  
Designs can incorporate WSUD initiatives as part of the drainage system, 
which also improves aesthetic appeal

Horse sensory trails and horse playgrounds are emerging trends 
in equestrian activity.  The new arenas and trails could 
accommodate these activities in the future.

Overflow parking areas and access roads are proposed to be unsealed.
Drainage can be incorporated into permeable surfaces such as gravel or 
native grasses.

IMAGE 19              WOOLLEYS ROAD  BUSHLAND RESERVE MASTER PLAN                 Precedent Images

Shared public trails for riding, cycling and walking would be accessible during equestrian 
event days.
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7.0 IMPLEMENTATION 
The following Table summarises the main recommendations of the Draft Master Plan for Woolleys Road 
Bushland Reserve. 
 

PRIORITIES 
The priorities relate to a time frame as follows: 
 
 High Priority 1 – 3 years 
 Medium Priority 3 – 5 years 
 Low Priority 5 – 10 years 
 
PROBABLE COST 
The indicative costs are provided for budget guidance for the Committee and Council.   The costs of 
individual projects may vary depending on construction methods, materials, final design, engineering 
considerations, services and infrastructure costs (water, power, sewerage) contingencies and the like.  
Allowances for annual cost escalations should also be considered.  Costings do not include GST, nor 
has the cost of in-kind / volunteer support been factored in. 
 
TABLE 1: Master Plan Recommendations  
 
Actions  Priority Responsibility Funding  Probable Cost 
Facilities, Amenity 
1. Remove existing toilets; decommission 

services   
(To be relocated into refurbished/new club 
rooms) 

As per 
Pavilion 
Strategy 
priorities 

Committee / 
Council 

 $ 10,000.00 

      
2. Club Rooms - Options for Redeveloping 

Existing or Construct a New Building. 
NOTE: Costs exclude servicing. 

  .  

2.1 Option 1 A – upgrades to existing 
 Add ramp, new landing and entry 

doors in accordance with the BCA, 
 Add servery area from kitchen to new 

landing 
 Alter the height of the verandah roof to 

allow for raised external landing; 
extend verandah. 

 Add new Male, Female and 
Accessible toilets 

 Add water tanks to collect water from 
roof. 

As per 
Pavilion 
Strategy 
priorities. 

Council /  
Committee 

Council 
Pavilion 
Strategy 
 
Club fund 
raising 
opportunities 

$ 105,000.00 

2.2 Option 1 B – upgrades to existing 
As per 1 A above, as well as: 
 Extend building to accommodate 

altered Kitchen with servery 
 Re-locate office from front wall to 

open up “Function Space” 

As per 
Pavilion 
Strategy 
priorities. 

Council /  
Committee 

Council 
Pavilion 
Strategy 
 
Club fund 
raising 
opportunities 

$ 145,000.00 
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Actions  Priority Responsibility Funding  Probable Cost 
Facilities, Amenity (contd) 
2.3 Option 2 – new building 

 BCA compliant entry 
 Undercover outdoor viewing area 
 New toilets, outdoor access. 
 Internal storage 
 Kitchen and servery, outdoor access 
 2 x office space 
 Function space 
 2 x water tanks. 

As per 
Pavilion 
Strategy 
priorities. 

Council /  
Committee 

Council 
Pavilion 
Strategy 
 
Club fund 
raising 
opportunities 

$ 390,000.00 

      
3. Provide amenities including BBQ, tables, 

seating, rubbish bins, bike racks around 
clubroom. 

Medium Council, Clubs  $ 4,000.00 

      
4. Provide lighting around club rooms and 

carparks to improve safety for winter and 
night time use. 

Low Council  $ 60,000.00 

      
5. Signage     
5.1 Develop and implement a signage strategy / 

master plan for all signage in the Reserve 
(directional / traffic / information / 
advertising) 

High  Council  $ 5,000.00 
consultancy. 

5.2 As a priority provide signage to all access 
points off Stony Point Road (Triton Avenue, 
Mills Street, Patey Street)   

High  Council  

5.3 As a priority provide new ‘shared trail’ 
signage in open space zones.  All trail 
signage to be named to allow for general 
orientation as well as emergency vehicle 
navigation. 

High Council, Clubs  

Ongoing 
implementation 
costs to be 
determined – 
dependent on 
design / materials 
/ form / lighting 
etc. 

5.4 Provide information about the Reserve on 
the Shire’s website and in other media.  

High Council  Council in-house 
costs. 

      
Sub Total  - Facilities, Amenity (using Option B for Clubroom costs)  $ 224,000.00 
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Actions  Priority Responsibility Funding  Probable Cost 
Equestrian and Recreation Use 
6. Develop new arenas and 

infrastructure to expand equestrian 
facilities: 

    

6.1 Main Arena 1 – works required may 
include preparation, weed control, 
drainage, filling, grassing 

High Council / 
Committee 

 $ 130,000.00 

6.2 Arena 2 Sand Dressage Arena– works 
required may include preparation, 
drainage, filling, sand and soil medium. 

High Council / 
Committee 

 $ 120,000.00 

6.3 Arena 3 – works required may include 
preparation, weed control, drainage, 
filling, grassing. 

Medium Council / 
Committee 

 $ 15,000.00 

6.4 Arena 4 – works required may include 
preparation, weed control, drainage, 
filling, grassing 

Medium Council / 
Committee 

 $ 7,000.00 

6.5 Arena 5– works required may include 
preparation, weed control, drainage, 
filling, grassing 

Medium Council / 
Committee 

 $ 6,000.00 

6.6 Arena 6– works required may include 
preparation, weed control, drainage, 
filling, grassing 

Medium Council / 
Committee 

 $ 10,000.00 

6.7 Arena 7– works required may include 
preparation, weed control, drainage, 
filling, grassing 

Medium Council / 
Committee 

 $ 3,000.00 

6.8 Viewing platforms – spectators and 
judges.  Allow 3 no. - timber, 3 tier 
height,  3 metre length. 

Medium Committee  $ 12,000.00 

6.9 Mounting ramps – fixed. Medium Committee  $ 15,000.00 
6.10 Relocate existing storage shed, for 

shared usage. 
Provide 6 no. new storage sheds approx 
size 12m length x 7m width x 2.7m 
height; roller doors. 

Medium Committee  $ 60,000.00 

6.11 Provide horse manure composting bins, 
adjacent the main arena and the car/float 
parking area (for collection of manure 
from cross country jumps trails and open 
space areas). 

Medium Committee  $ 5,000.00 

6.12 Provide a truck loading ramp. Medium Committee  $ 3,000.00 
6.13 Develop a maintenance schedule for the 

entire reserve, including slashing and 
weed removal.  

High Council / 
Committee 

 No funds 
required 

6.14 Develop a usage plan to manage cross 
country bushland trails and seasonal 
closures or partial closures (informed by 
vegetation survey and other studies).  
 

High Council / 
Committee 

 No funds 
required 
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Actions  Priority Responsibility Funding  Probable Cost 
Equestrian and Recreation Use (contd) 
 
7. Jumps Course / Carriage trails      
7.1 Undertake course design and layout. High Council / 

Committee 
Grant Budget  $15,000.00 

7.2 Construct and install new jumps. High Council / 
Committee 

Grant Budget $ 35,000.00 

7.3 Improve navigation and visibility around 
obstacles in existing trails, to allow safe 
movement around them particularly for 
shared usage and for emergency 
vehicles.  Works may include localised 
trail widening, signage, hazard markers. 

High Council / 
Committee 

 $ 3,000.00 

      
8. Public picnic space and public trails 

(riding / cycling / walking) 
    

8.1 As part of a maintenance schedule 
undertake weed control, pruning, 
vegetation removal, slashing (if 
required) to upgrade existing trails. 

High Council  $ 20,000.00 plus 
ongoing 
maintenance 

8.2 Regrade existing trails add gravel 
toppings if required. 

High  Council  $ 40,000.00 

8.3 Provide drainage / swales to picnic 
area. 

Medium Council   $ 30,000.00 

8.4 Provide amenities for picnics including 
seating and tables, dual rubbish and 
recycle bins. 

Medium Council   $ 10,000.00 

8.5 Provide a BBQ, shade structure / 
shelter. 

Low Council   $ 40,000.00 

8.6 Provide an additional public toilet. Low Council  from   
$ 150,000.00 

8.7 Provide play equipment / natural play 
space. 

Low Council  $ 60,000.00 

      
9. Opportunities for emerging trends     
 Provide infrastructure for a horse 

playground / sensory trails. 
Low Committee  to be confirmed 

once a is brief 
established 

      
Sub Total  - Equestrian and Recreation Use  $ 789,000.00 
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Actions  Priority Responsibility Funding  Probable Cost 
10. Environment - Assessment, Actions, 

Maintenance 
    

10.1 Undertake a due diligence assessment 
and prepare an Action Plan to confirm: 
 Pine removal and ongoing 

management. 
▪ Actions for Kunzea control and the 

best method of control considering 
differing views. 

 Strategies for development of new 
infrastructure. 

 Management regimes (infrastructure 
and environment). 

 Weed control strategies. 
 Net Gain responsibilities. 

High Council  $ 20,000.00 

10.2 As a priority undertake early works 
programme for removal of Pine trees. 

High Council  $ 60,000.00 

Sub Total  - Environment  $ 80,000.00 
11. Cultural Heritage - Assessment, 

Actions, Maintenance 
    

11.1 Undertake a due diligence assessment 
and prepare an Action Plan to confirm: 
 Presence of significant natural / 

cultural heritage elements.   

High Council  $ 20,000.00 

Sub Total  - Cultural Heritage  $ 20,000.00 
Access and Circulation 
12. Develop a new sealed road along 

Mills Avenue, through the Reserve 
and connecting to Woolleys Road.  

    

12.1 Stage 1 road section formed and 
sealed, including truck loading area. 

High Council  $ 150,000.00 

12.2 Stage 2 road section formed, not 
sealed. 

High Council  $ 185,000.00 

12.2a Stage 2a - road section sealed. Medium Council  $ 55,000.00 
      
13. Develop a sealed carpark adjacent 

the clubrooms 
High Council  $ 60,000.00 

      
14. Develop unsealed parking areas  

for visitors / events / overflow 
High Council / 

committee 
  

14.1 Area 1 visitor parking      $ 50,000.00 
14.2 Area 2 event parking     $ 50,000.00 
      
15. Develop a horse circulation route 

around the equestrian spaces, with a 
connection to Woolleys Road. Pathway 
to be nom. 5.0m width, gravel, with 
edging and drainage. 

High Council / 
committee 

 $ 65,000.00 
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Actions  Priority Responsibility Funding  Probable Cost 
Access and Circulation (contd) 
16. Install fencing and access points     
16.1 Complete Reserve boundary fence, 

closing gaps and repairing including: 
 
 300 lin m of new fencing along 

north east boundary fencing from 
Woolleys Road entrance to end of 
driveway. 

 300 lin m of new and/or repair 
fencing along Florence Crescent 
(running west to east along 
boundary of equestrian track). 

 200 lin m of new and/or repair 
fencing along the western boundary 
to the rear of the housing on Stony 
Point Road. 

High Council  $ 32,000.00 

16.2 Arena and yard perimeter fencing 
(approximately 550 lin m), with gates for 
trails. 

Low Council / 
Committee 

 $ 25,000.00 

16.3 Create access points, via bollards / 
cavalleti’s to allow access for 
pedestrians, bicycles, prams and casual 
horse riders  

High Council  $ 5,000.00 

16.4 Provide new fencing to the perimeter of 
carparks (nom 350 lin m)  

High Council  $ 15,000.00 

16.5 Create a Reserve users code and install 
at main access points 

High Council, Clubs  Council in-house 
costs. 

16.6 Install an electronic after hours gate at 
Woolleys Road 

Low Council  Allow  
$ 30,000.00 

      
Sub Total  - Access and Circulation  $722,000.00 

Land Use  
17. Restructure the Reserve land to 

remove the plan of subdivision. 
Med Council  Council in-house 

costs. 
      
18. Acquire the land not currently owned by 

Council 
Low Council  Council in house 

valuation 
required. 

      
19. Identify appropriate occasional uses 

for the land to the south of the Reserve. 
Low Council  Council in-house 

costs. 
      

Sub Total  - Land Use  In house costs – 
to be determined. 

  
Total (excluding on going maintenance costs, in-house Council costs) $ 1,835,000.00 
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WOOLLEYS ROAD BUSHLAND RESERVE MASTER PLAN STUDY  
 
CONSULTATIONS 
1. Introduction 
Consultations have been held with a wide range of professional officers, club officials and community 
members as part of the planning study.  The objectives of the consultations were to: 

 

1. Identify key planning and management issues that could have a bearing on the use and 
development of the site 

2. Identify the needs and aspirations for the site of user clubs and other potential user groups, 
community groups and service agencies 

3. Identify any wider community ideas and concerns regarding the site. 
 

In contacting stakeholders, comprehensive lists of relevant Officers, and government and community 
agencies/organisations were provided.  Flyers, press releases and letterboxing were also used to inform 
the community as the study and its objectives and to invite input. 
 

The following Shire teams and local Ward Councillor were consulted: 
Recreation and Community Projects  
Recreation Planning 
Strategic Projects and Planning 
Natural Systems  
Traffic and Road Safety  
Aboriginal Cultural Heritage  
Municipal Fire Prevention  
Special Projects (including Dog Off Leash) 
Councillor Reade Smith, Cerberus Ward 

 

The following clubs and community members, all members of the Section 86 Committee of 
Management, were consulted: 

Balnarring Pony Club  
Western Port Equestrian Club  
Western Port Miniature Pony Promotional Club 
Balnarring Equestrian Club 
Mornington Peninsula Pleasure Harness Club  
Rideability Victoria   
Community representatives 

 

The following representatives of local and district agencies and groups were also consulted: 
Bittern Combined Probus Club Inc 
Regional CFA management 
Southern Peninsula Indigenous Flora and Fauna Association  
Crib Point Primary School and Perseverance Primary School Hub Annex 

 

Preliminary discussions were held with Equestrian Victoria and an invitation to be involved with the 
study was extended to it but no response was received.   
 

Local residents were advised about the preparation of the Master Plan via direct mail (200 residents 
contacted).  One response was received, commenting on the need for local access and casual riding in 
the Reserve. 
 

Information about the project, as well as a feedback from, was available on the Shire’s website. 
 
During the public exhibition period over 300 flyers were sent to nearby local residents.  There was also 
a public drop-in session at Bittern hall, with approximately 20 people attending. 
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Detailed information was collected from each of the groups presently using Woolleys Road Bushland 
Reserve and from groups that have indicated a desire to use it.  This covered:  
 
 Years of operation 
 Involvement on the development of the Reserve 
 Membership numbers, categories and trends 
 Uses made of the Reserve and clubrooms, including when, frequency and numbers 
 Areas used for parking  
 The area from which members are drawn 
 Potential use conflicts and strategies for avoiding this 
 Use of other Shire equestrian venues and reasons why 
 Rating of the standard of Woolleys Road facilities 
 Opportunities to undertake differing types of development at the various equestrian venues across 

the Shire so as to allow some degree of specialisation and to avoid duplication 
 Attitudes to other non-equestrian uses of the Reserve 
 Suggestions as to how the Reserve could better serve both equestrian and other community uses, 

and 
 Club/group needs and development priorities for the Reserve.   
 
2. Findings 
The following paragraphs provide a summary of the key findings that are pertinent to the Master Plan. 
 
2.1 Reserve Use: 
Woolleys Road Bushland Reserve has been used by equestrian groups since it was established some 
12 years ago.  Some of the user groups up to 35- 40 years old. 
 
Use by some clubs occurs throughout the year although the low-lying nature of much of the land and 
water-logging restricts major use to the late spring and summer/autumn months. 
 
2.2 Multi-Use by Equestrian Groups: 
Use of the Reserve by more than one equestrian group at a time is restricted by the limited space and 
thus bookings are arranged so as to avoid duplication of use.  It was noted however, that Clubs 
indicated that there is probably a capacity for other small groups/ activities when user clubs run clinics, 
as opposed to events. 
 
It was indicated that Club rules exclude mixing of users/events because of insurance and that as a 
consequence, this works against multi-use at present because differing sections of the reserve and the 
associated parking and floating of horses cannot be isolated off from each other. 
 
2.3 Parking: 
Parking generally occurs as close to the use areas as possible. This means that parking is concentrated 
adjacent to the yard area and along the access “road” between the main lawn area and the fenced 
arena.  The entrance road area and areas on the far side of the main arena are used during big events 
when vehicles can get up to three deep. 
 
2.4 Use of Other Venues: 
Use of other venues generally only occurs when riders are entered in events or if they are members of 
those other clubs/venues.  When different venues are used, it is usually for the enjoyment of 
competition, social interaction, continuing memberships, facilities offered, enjoyment through use of 
different venues.  If members do not use other venues it is usually due to the fact that they do not 
compete; their existing club satisfies their needs; they are not a member of the other clubs so cannot 
attend, or because of the opportunities available at Woolleys Road. 
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2.5 Ratings of Woolleys Road Bushland Reserve: 
Users generally rated the reserve highly due to its size and the capacity to offer a mix of opportunities.  
However, the condition of the riding areas, drainage and the amenities when compared with other 
peninsula venues were rated as average to poor. 
 
2.6 Other Non-Equestrian Uses: 
There was general support for the Reserve to support community use for a range of non-equestrian 
activities, especially through the week when there was little if any equestrian activity.  Suggestions 
included walking, running, orienteering, arts, boot camps, fitness trails, cycling, educational activities, 
conservation activities and the like.  Opinions were mixed re off-leash dog exercising while opposition 
was expressed regarding eg: motor bikes, boomerangs and other activities that could scare/injure 
horses. 
  
2.7 Upgrading and Development Needs: 
The following upgrading and development proposals were made by user clubs and the community 
representatives on the Reserve Committee of Management.  Items identified by other potential 
equestrian focused users eg: Rideability, have also been included in this listing.  They have been 
divided into equestrian and non-equestrian items.  Key notes or suggested locations for action have 
been included in the summary. 
 
 Equestrian Facilities: 

• Multi-use cross-country course/ trails to a total length of 3,000 m.  Any trail should be able to 
accommodate all levels of ability, not have separate trails at different “skill” levels 

• Access to all trails and around jumps for harness groups 
• Round yard 
• Two multi-purpose arenas.  An area of 50 m x 100 m allows two full sized comp dressage arenas 

with 10 m between them plus an area for competitor warm-ups.  This is also a suitable size for 
carriage driving and show jumping 

• Provision for casual user pony access to the reserve 
• Possible separation of training and event areas 
• Further clearing of bush, scrub and pine trees to allow extended equestrian activities 
• Better grubbing out of scrub roots as tap roots can injure horses hoofs 
• Polocrosse field 
• Undercover area for use by Rideability riders for tying up at least two horses for activities such 

as horse feeding, brushing, tacking in poorer weather 
• Sensory riding trail of 50- 100 m length with lots of turns, logs to step over, trees to touch/small, 

plants, ropes to touch, and 
• Longer term, indoor arena with surrounding roof areas for use by all riders and especially 

Rideability groups. 
 
 Services: 

• Implementation of management processes and professional staffing to avoid risk and user 
conflicts, to ensure scheduling and supervision of uses, to optimise multi-use, and to alert users 
to use conditions and times  

• Assist the Committee of Management in the implementation of the master plan and in the 
management of the reserve 

• Full risk assessments and management practices to ensure user/visitor safety 
• Emergency vehicle access to all areas 
• Additional tie-up and hitching areas to accommodate 100-200 horses.  Develop these on the 

east side of the driveway together with parking and toilets for people camping with horses during 
events 

• All-weather improvements to float parking areas and surfaces; designated disability parking area 
for 3-4 cars 

• Formed, all-weather pathways to all venue components 
• Horse mounting block and ramp 
• Horse wash bay 
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• Manure collection point 
• Improved club rooms, possibly relocated to a drier site, with retention of verandahs or potential 

replacement with modern buildings.  This was seen to be a far lower priority than trails and event 
spaces 

• Temporary fencing to exclude the general community and other users from equestrian event 
areas 

• Upgraded and compliant toilet and change facilities or portable disability toilet 
• New club building due to age, risk issues and space limitations at the existing facility.  Relocation 

off valuable eventing space should also be considered 
• More storage: each equestrian club needs space in a fenced compound as well as shed space 
• All weather road upgrading and raising beyond the clubrooms 
• Enhanced drainage 
• Culvert crossings for use by horses, harness group 
• Removal of pine trees 
• Provision of an accessible cyclist/walkers gate on Woolleys Road 
• Blanket insurance for informal users, perhaps through affiliate membership of an existing user 

club or preferably with the Committee of Management, and 
• Better promotion of and signage to the reserve to the wider community which often does not 

know of it or believes it is not allowed to use it. 
 
 Additional Facilities: for use by equestrian and non-equestrian visitors: 

• Walking and cycling trails 
• On-site vehicle parking for non-equestrian users.  This could be achieved by moving the entry 

gates back away from Woolleys Road and providing casual user off street parking bays 
• Disability access to all areas 
• A fenced area of up to 3 hectares for off-leash dog exercising especially given the lack of any 

adequate venues in this part of the Shire 
• Seating 
• Barbeques and outdoor picnic areas 
• Slip lane, better Reserve signage, road warning signs, and 60 kmph speed limit on Woolleys 

Road 
• Bike/walking path along Woolleys Road from Stony Point-Crib Point Road 
• Clear pathways and safe walkways, and 
• A mini botanical gardens focused on the native vegetation including naming of species, planting 

programs etc; the remove pine trees and raise funds by selling for Christmas trees. 

 

Resident representatives on the Committee of Management suggested: 
• Community working bees and planting programs, habitat conservation  
• BMX area for dirt bikes (non-motorised) 
• Model car track 
• Outdoor music performance area  
• Annual outdoor markets focused around user groups 
• Redevelopment of the dam as an ornamental /conservation feature 
• Opening up of tracks to allow better CFA and community access 
• A lookout over Westernport on the higher land on the NE corner of the site 
• Development of bike paths links from Stony Point Road to Jacks Beach 
• Promotion of the reserve to the community and to schools, and 
• Assessment of whether the power lines through the reserve are still needed and if not, seeking 

their removal. 
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2.8 Conservation and Land Management Issues 
Discussions with conservation, heritage and officer groups identified a wide range of conservation and 
land management issues that need to be addressed either through the master plan or as part of the 
longer term development and management of the reserve.   

The following issues were raised: 

• Kunzea slashing program needs to be expanded or modified.  There were differences of opinion 
as to how to best address scrub management. 

• Pine tree control through ringbarking and/or removal. 
• Fox baiting. 
• Fencing upgrade. 
• Replacement of the septic tank as this could be a significant health issue given water logging of 

the soil. 
• Lack of drainage. 
• Biosecurity is seen as an issue by some clubs and conservation professionals and groups. 
• Provide a small, permanent parking area on Woolleys Rd by moving gate into the reserve further 

and providing pedestrian/bike/horse access. 
 

 Southern Peninsula Indigenous Flora and Fauna Association 
• Transfield has been contracted for weed removal over recent years and has been removing 

native species and using spray weeding which is severely detrimental to native species. 
• A full vegetation assessment is needed as there are rare orchids and other plants in the reserve 

(also in bushland next to Primary School).  This can only effectively be done in autumn.  Simon 
Thorning in Council's Infrastructure Dept at Rosebud is likely to have some information on veg 
communities at the Reserve. 

• The reserve is habitat for the endangered Southern Brown Bandicoot and this alone should lead 
to exclusion of dogs.  Even on-leash dogs in this environment soon become off-leash. 

• A fuel management plan is needed for the Reserve.  Clearing has let in exotic weeds that dry out 
in summer (vs native grasses that are green) and hence they are more combustible.  They can 
also have a biomass that is 10-20 times natives and hence create a far more severe fire risk. 

• The recent uncontrolled spread of Pines raises the fire risk as they can burn to their tops and 3-4 
times their height. 

• Cinnamon fungus has been detected at Main Ridge Equestrian Reserve and there is a danger 
that horses could transfer it to the Reserve given that user groups visit both sites.   There is a 
new test kit available and, if available, the Reserve should be tested.  There is some dieback at 
the Reserve but it may be pine tree-induced. 

• It appears that tracks have recently been added to the reserve.  Any new tracks may well require 
ratification by and permits from DSE together with offset plantings/ rehabilitation.  The grazing 
land to the south could be used for parts of trails to both reduce the extent of offsets needed and 
to provide a site for offset plantings.  This could also be used for a fenced off-lease dog area 
which would be rigorously opposed in the bushland area. 

• A clearly defined, fixed and endorsed track network would need to be established. 
• The equestrian user group policy of piling horse manure around the base of trees must be 

stopped as this could kill the trees.  Rather, and to minimise weeds being spread by manure, all 
manure across the site should be collected and deposited in a collection pit for later removal.  
This policy is being implemented at Main Ridge. 

• The policy approach of "avoid, minimise, offset" and "net gain" may need to be applied to 
determine which sections of the Reserve and adjoining land to further develop.  Depending on 
the quality of the bushland/habitat lost, offsets can be multiples of up to four times.  Council may 
need to liaise with Margaret Brennan at DSE re actions in keeping with these principles. 

• If other bushland areas could have ‘Trust for Nature’ covenants put on them they could also be 
used for offset purposes.  (See Ben Cullen at the Trust on this and re possible funding 
opportunities). 

• In terms of weed infestation, three things are key problems: land clearance which gives weeds a 
free go, horse manure (see above) and horse hay.  These weeds add to increased summer fire 
hazard 
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• Tracks not only bring in weeds but encourage predatory foxes (that need culling?) which further 
impact on bandicoots and other wildlife 

• Ring barking of mature pines is needed and chainsawing of smaller trees.  Mature trees near 
trails may also need to be removed to minimise risk to users 

• There have been inappropriate exotic tree plantings over recent years. 
• Restricting the mowing of Kunzea and other species is a useful tool in restricting where horses 

go and in protecting bandicoot habitat.  Kunzea “infestation” peaks and wanes over a 20-30 year 
cycle. Slashing stops this happening which is then detrimental to protection of rare smaller plants 
eg: orchids, and fauna. 

• It is important in terms of vegetation protection/management for any Council maintenance works 
to use a ‘Bushland Crew’ rather than Parks and Gardens staff because of the better 
understanding of conservation issues. 

 
Further use opportunities: 

• The Reserve should be linked to the coastal trail system and to the Warringine Park trails 
(coastal, woodland and creek sections) (Mel 164 E4) and the Hendersons Road Healing Centre. 

• Artistic opportunities. 
• Aboriginal heritage and cultural site studies and develop links to Aboriginal hostel which is "just 

down the road". 
• School and community interpretations programs and rehab/planting activities. 
• Natural history interpretations: bats, eels, understorey vegetation. 
• School education camps. 
 

 Mornington Peninsula Shire Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Officer  
A cultural heritage assessment should be conducted across the Reserve to determine areas of 
archaeological potential and assess if there are any visible cultural heritage sites. 
 
It was noted that “this assessment [which would require a period of two years to ensure accurate plant 
species identification] will assist to provide any constraints and highlight any risks that may harm an 
Aboriginal cultural heritage place.  It also acknowledges due diligence and alleviates any potential risk 
to the equestrian committee”. 
 
Further, “Of interest is that the known registered Aboriginal Heritage places close by the Reserve fall 
outside areas of cultural heritage sensitivity and archaeological potential.  This highlights that there are 
more areas of cultural archaeological potential within this area than what is currently known”.  The 
vegetation form and species are of cultural heritage with certain plants being closely associated with 
men’s rights and with food production.  Given the proximity of the site to the Westernport Bay coastline, 
the presence of certain plant species could indicate potential food, camping and midden sites. 
 
At the very least, an initial assessment should be made of the existing trails to see if any demonstrated 
features or characteristics indicated possible heritage issues.  Such an analysis would facilitate any trail 
upgrades or identify areas where no further development should occur. 
 
 Resident Submission 
A submission was sent to Council from a local resident in response to media promotion of the project. 
The resident, whose family are regular walkers, suggested the following improvements to the Reserve: 
 

• Bicycle trail shared with horses and walkers would be fantastic, but the trails need to be clear 
and a good cleanup of the tracks and bush around the jumps. 

• Parking areas for dog walkers and general walking. 
• The toilet block needs to be open to the public, as with other public toilets. 
• Weed control, especially of blackberries and other pest weeds. 
• The clubroom could do with a good cleanup, as it looks a bit of a health hazard. On the Clubroom 

wall there is a list of Sponsors from the Community.  It would be great to have a new sign placed 
near the room with all the sponsors named, as it is a great recognition of community input 

• Signage listing all the different groups who use the Reserve regularly fixed onto the clubroom 
wall. 
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The submission thanked Council for this great opportunity for the use of this land for the local 
community.  It noted “As our children are bike riders and do a lot of training for cross country and 
running.....the Reserve is a great asset to our schools in this area, for the many training sessions 
they have for cross country and bike ed. etc”.  The submission indicated that as regular walkers with 
their dog, they love walking through the Reserve, but that “it certainly needs a good clearing 
especially with our hot weather approaching and the sighting of snakes”. 
  
 

 Crib Point Primary School 
The Principal of Crib Point Primary School, Ms Lisa Vandenbosch, indicated that “We have 165 children 
and would consider using the reserve possibly once or twice a year for cross country and environmental 
studies within our local area. We would require access to drinking water and toilets that could cater for 
groups of 20+”. 

 

2.9 OVERVIEW Conservation and Land Management Issues 
It is evident from the foregoing paragraphs that there is a range of significant conservation, land 
management and heritage issues that need to be and ought to be considered in the development of a 
master plan for Woolleys Road Bushland Reserve.   

In particular, the input from Council’s Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Officer and from the Peninsula 
conservation group, SPIFFA, indicate that quite detailed assessments should be made of the heritage 
and natural assets of the site before major works are initiated in any areas away from those that have 
been fully developed to date ie: developed lawns, buildings, arenas, carparking.  At the least, 
preliminary assessments should be conducted with regard to existing trails and areas subject to bush 
slashing to ensure that significant conservation and heritage assets are not being further degraded.   

 

2.10 CONCLUSIONS 
It is evident that the consultations program has identified a wide range of equestrian and non-equestrian 
use issues as well as significant issues from a conservation, heritage and land management 
perspective.  When carried through to implementation, the redevelopment and new provision initiatives 
identified from both an equestrian and non-equestrian perspective will allow Woolleys Road Bushland 
Reserve to make a far greater contribution to the recreation opportunities available to the Crib Point and 
wider regional community.  That said, the size, natural attributes and potential heritage significance of 
the site suggest that these issues need a far fuller assessment than is possible within the present study 
if unique heritage and natural assets are not to be lost or if the development potential of the Reserve is 
not to be overly constrained. 
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User Club and Wider Interview Responses 
 
 
User Clubs 
 
1. How long has your club been operating…and how long from Woolleys Road? 

Pony Club             30 yrs 12 yrs 

Miniature 38 yrs 12 yrs orig as part of Pony Club 

Harness 40 yrs 12 yrs   “ “ “ 

Western Port 2 yrs 2 yrs 
Equestrian 

 

2. What are your membership numbers by category? 

  Category Numbers Projections 

Pony Club      Riders  35  50 by 2012 if cross country course
    developed 

Pony Club has a 50-55 cut off to keep club small to ensure good management 

Miniature  All   14  Stable 

Harness  Family, single, assoc = 20  Growing as can now use Woolleys 

WP Equestrian Members 35 50-80 

Balnarring Equestrian Club Figures not available 

Rideability Victoria Figures not available 

 

3. What are your projections for membership growth over the coming years? Do you have any plans 
for recruiting members, or for expanding the activities that you offer? 

Pony Club: Promotion to inc. to 50-55 followed by ratification through Pony Club of Vic 

Harness: major growth expected due to having access to venue 

WP Equestrian: Recruitment through HRCAV (?), word of mouth, expanding activities, overflow 
from other clubs 

4. Where do you draw members from?  (Numbers by town/district of residence): 

 

  Town/district    Numbers 

 Pony Club:     Crib Point-Somers-Balnarring  30   Elsewhere, 5.  Rallies draw from a wide area 

 Miniatures:   Peninsula 

 Harness:    Peninsula, Gippsland 

 WP Equestrian:  Peninsula, neighbouring shire Peninsula = majority 
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5. What are your club’s:  

• Frequency and season of use  

• Activities at the reserve 

• Numbers of participants and spectators 

• Sections of the reserve used 

 

Activities  Frequency   Season  Numbers of 
participants / 
spectators 

Reserve section used 

Pony Club 
Rallies 
Competitions 
Training 
Camps 

 
Monthly 
2 pa 
4 pa 
Occasional 

 
All year 
April & Cup Day 
Pre-events 

 
60-80 
130-200 riders + 
spectators 
10-12 
60-80 riders + 
spectators 

 
All of reserve 

Miniature 
Shows 
 
Harness 
Comps, 
instruction 

 
4 pa 
 
 
Monthly 

 
Oct, Feb, Mar + 
Activity Day 
 
All yr 

 
60 ponies / 50-60 
people plus spectators  
 
6-11; up to 30 during 
competitions 

 
Arena 
 
 
Arena, trails, roads 

WP 
Equestrian 

Mthly... with 
option to 
increase to 
weekly for 
jumping, trail 
riding, 
dressage, 
general 
horsemanship, 
socials, 
meetings 

All year 10-15 participants; 5-10 
spectators on rally days  
Competitions expected 
to attract up to 150 
competitors and 150 
spectators 

All sections used  

     
 

 

6. How many activities/events are staged at the reserve at the one time?  Would there be any 
impacts of adding a sand manage area and improved cross country trails? 

Pony Club: 
With current space availability, the reserve can only accommodate a single event on any one day 
Pony Club rules exclude mixing of users/events because of insurance 
There is probably a capacity for other small groups/activities when club runs clinics, training with fewer 

horses 
Impact of other facilities would depend on numbers, and parking arrangements/improvements and the 
spaces required 
 
Miniature/Harness: 
Each club has separate days as combining groups raises insurance issues if horses intermix 
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WP Equestrian: 
Generally run around 2 activities at once 
Providing a sand manage arena or “multi-function all-weather arena” would attract more participants 
Improved cross-country trails would attract more participants 
 

7. When your group uses the reserve, where do you park, especially during events? How is access 
managed (do users/visitors pay?).  See plans to be marked up. 

Pony Club: 
During rallies, trailers are parked near the yards with a no-go or cars-only zone around the clubrooms 
On busy days, there are rigs parked around the perimeter of the main lawn area (up to 3 deep) and 
along entrance road lawns 
Car and trailer parking are separated  
 

Miniature/Harness: 
Parking is along the “road” reserve between the main lawn area and the fenced arena.  Small numbers 
mean that the entrance road area does not need to be used for parking and would be too far from the 
arena 

WP Equestrian: 
Park in front of existing yards; north and south side of clubrooms 
Future major event parking will be along redeveloped entrance road 

 

8.  Does your group make use of the clubrooms/storage areas?  What for? 

Pony Club: 
Yes, esp during rallies and competitions as competition headquarters, food preparation, meetings etc 
Club has exclusive use of the red shed for storage 
 

Miniature/Harness: 
No.  The clubs have no need for use and the cost would be an impost.  The Pony Club does the 
catering for events 

However, the clubs do use the storage “cage” off the side of the clubrooms and the Harness Club uses 
the clubroom verandah 

Western Port Equestrian: 
Yes, socialising, kitchen, meetings, storage, shelter from elements in bad weather 
 

9.  Do Club or individual members use of other equestrian venues in the Shire for (a) competitions (b) 
club activities?  If so, which venues and what for?  Why is this?  If you do not use other venues, 
what are the reasons for non-use? 

Pony Club: 
Yes, but at the more formalised sites, generally only as competitors as there are no other times 
available eg: Merricks, Emu Plains 

There is also some informal use of the Merricks trail and of Greens Bush for informal /casual riding 

Miniature/Harness: 
Harness Club uses Emu Plains in Hastings for rallies but there are no other local opportunities 

Miniature uses private properties and goes to other club’s events 
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WP Equestrian: 
No club use of other venues but members as individuals do for competitions Main venues used are 
Merricks Station and Main Ridge for dressage, horse trials, show jumping, navigation rides and training 
clinics 
Club members also use Boneo park, Rosebud Pony Club, Emu Plains 
Different venues are used for enjoyment of competition, social interaction, continuing memberships, 
facilities offered, enjoyment through use of different venues.  If members do not use other venues it is 
usually due to the fact that they do not compete; their existing club satisfies needs; not a member of 
other clubs so cannot attend; opportunities available at Woolleys Rd 
 

 

10. How do you rate the Woolleys Rd facilities by comparison with those provided at other grounds 
such as Merricks and Main Ridge?  If you rate them as poorer by comparison, what are the 
reasons for the differences? 

Pony Club: 

In some ways none is better than the other as each area is different eg: Woolleys Road is “vast” and 
open whereas Merricks is tight and pokey.  BUT Woolleys Rd needs more grassed areas 
 
 
Miniature: 
“Fantastic” due to fenced, mowed arena, parking, layout is good for judges 
 
Harness: 
On a par with Emu Plains for rallies but the tracks are not up to par and jumps are not as established.  
Once an ambulance track is developed it will be far better as this will be able to used as part of harness 
trails 
 
WP Equestrian: 
Woolleys Rd facilities are average by comparison 
Toilets/buildings need improvement 
Main Ridge: toilets are similar but of a better design which allows easier access; club rooms are smaller 
and kitchen is separate so in this instance, Woolleys Rd is better 
 
Main Ridge facilities are of a good standard including cross country course, storage sheds and the 
riding surfaces are good.  By comparison, the Woolleys Rd riding surface is hard and rough with poor 
drainage.  The cross country course needs further development for it to be at competition standard 
 
Merricks has new, modern brick toilets and clubhouse.  It also has quality multi-purpose all weather 
arenas and some quality cross-country jumps for training.  So Woolleys Rd does not compare 
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11. Has your club been part of the history of the development of the reserve?  

• Was the higher area to the west filled?   

Pony Club: 
Yes, progressively over past 5 years to improve drainage and provide a safe arena doe shows, 
events, jumps etc 

•   How was the original layout planned and what were the priorities?   

Pony Club: 
To provide required lawn areas 

 The original idea was to use the adjoining land to ensure trails of up to 3000m at Grade 1 could 
be developed.  Portable jumps would be used 

 

• Do you have any information re the current plan of subdivision or other background regarding 
the grounds development over the years? 

Pony Club: 
Council provides funds to the Pony Club to slash/mow required lawn areas 

 

• Has your club been involved with the recent use of fill around the reserve?  How has that been 
planned? Has consideration been given to environmental controls / safety issues in this 
process? 

Pony Club: 
Fill is to be used to upgrade trails especially where vehicles have created deep ruts 

 

Miniature:  Yes, as part of Pony Club 

Harness:  No, only recently granted access 

         WP Equestrian: 
The Equestrian Club has been closely involved in setting up the new Committee of Management 
and in the commissioning of the master planning study. 
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12.  What upgrading or development actions would your group like taken at the reserve, what are the 
reasons, the priorities and where on the site should they occur?  eg: 

Community 
Reps 

Pony Club Miniature Harness Western Port 
Equestrian 

Horse trails 
(multiple? of 
differing length, 
quality and 
programmed 
use?) 

1 = Cross 
country course 

Provide for 
ambulance 
access 

 Access to all 
trails and 
around jumps 

3 = Improved cross-
country course to 
allow a wider range 
of activities.  Any 
trail should be able 
to accommodate all 
levels of ability, not 
have sep trails at 
different levels 

Other types of trails: 
walking, cycling 

    

Round yard     

Additional tie up/ 
hitching areas 

Double capacity   4 = Increase yards 
to 100-200 and 
develop on the east 
side of the driveway 
together with parking 
and toilets for people 
camping with horses 
during events 

Improved float 
parking areas/ 
surfaces 

Yes    

Manage area/arena/ 
multi-use area:  

2 = 20 x 40 plus 
40 x 80 

 Bollards and lino 
dots for defining 
dressage areas 

Larger arena 
areas 

1 = Multi-purpose 
all-weather arena. 
One within 12-18 
mths and 3 within 10 
years to allow a 
wider range of 
activities  *** See 
note below 

An area of 50 m x 
100 m allows two full 
sized comp 
dressage arena with 
10 m between them 
plus an area for 
competitor warm-ups  
This is also a 
suitable size for 
carriage driving and 
show jumping 

Extent/ length of 
required carriage 
driving circuits 

Would share 
trails and also 
use ambulance 
access road 
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Improved club 
rooms 

Not a priority: 
they are doing 
the job.  Only 
improve to 
compliance level 

  5 = Modern 
clubrooms and 
relocate to a dryer 
site, poss 
adjacent/near to 
dam on NE of 
grassed area 

Outdoor picnic 
areas   

Would be very 
positive 

Seating and 
barbeques 

Seating and 
barbeques 

 

Toilet/change 
facilities 

Disability access 
is essential 

Adequate Adequate  

Fencing “Average” and 
gaps/holes need 
repair 

Temporary 
fencing for use 
around area and 
other areas if 
wider public 
access is 
allowed to 
address risk 
issues 

Repairs and 
completion 

A full boundary 
fence is needed 

Mounting block     

Other 

 

 

 

Horse wash bay 
An important 
need 

Polocrosse 

Build up road 
and parking 
area beyond 
clubroom 

Casual use 
pony access 
through gating 

Woolleys Rd: 
reduce speed 
limit to 60 kmph 

Road warning 
signs 

More 
information/ use 
signs 

Turn bay  

Extend bike/ 
walking path 
along Woolleys 
Rd 

Trimming of 
entrance trees 

Retain clubroom 
verandah or 
similar if building 
is moved for wet 
weather use 

Provide a 
culvert crossing 
from the road 
parking to the 
arena 

Casual use 
pony access  

As per Miniature 

2 = All weather 
surfaced parking to 
allow effective 
operation and 
attraction of 
competitors 

 

6 = Horse wash 
bays 
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***  The Western Port Equestrian Club indicated that a multi-purpose all-weather riding and carriaging 
area should have the capacity to accommodate the following: 

• Dressage to Olympic standards 

• Show jumping events and training to the Olympic level 

• Combine training ie dressage and show jumping 

• General riding instruction 

• Western riding, cutting, camp drafting and reining 

• Polocrosse training 

• Pony Club events and training 

• Carriage driving training and competition 

• Riding for people with disabilities training 

• Novelty riding and competition 

• General equestrian training 

• Other sports and recreation activities: possibly beach volleyball, model cars, markets, 
displays 

 

13. Would your club/group be willing to consider the option of relocating the clubrooms in order to 
achieve a better outlook, to site them on higher ground, to allow better access etc? 

Pony Club: 

Yes, if appropriate 

WP Equestrian 

Yes 

14. What would be your club’s attitude toward the idea of developing the unique advantages of 
Woolleys vs other venues and encouraging cross-use of a range of other venues to exploit their 
special attributes 

Pony Club: 

Yes, if appropriate 

WP Equestrian 

Yes, but need to keep in mind the facilities required at one location to run a full event such as horse 
trials 

 

15. What would be your club’s attitude toward wider and other uses of Woolleys Rd in the light of 
leisure trends and costs which are pushing this approach?  If you feel this might warrant 
consideration, what activities that may/may not be compatible (keeping in mind that Council and 
other agencies may be more sympathetic to mixed use development initiatives vs sole equestrian 
uses) 

Pony Club: 

Yes, other uses of the venue are ok although insurance of casual riding users is an issue. 

Motor bikes, boomerangs and other activities that could scare/injure horses should not be permitted 

Use by others at non Club use times would be fine 

There is a need to assess the dam and its safety etc 
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Miniature/Harness: 
Carriage horse events cannot be on at the same time as Pony Club events 

WP Equestrian 

Yes eg: cross-country bicycle courses 

 

16.   When you are using the reserve, have you observed other community members recreating. Eg dog 
walking? If so, how often/ many and what uses?  

Pony Club: 

Yes, dog walking, boomerangs 

Many people do not know the reserve exists. 

Miniature/Harness: 
Harness Club uses Emu Plains in Hastings for rallies but there are no other local opportunities 

 

17. Do you have other ideas and suggestions that might enhance the role of the reserve for equestrian 
and other community uses/activities? 

Pony Club: 

Clean out the lower bush from the clump of trees adjacent to the existing arena area so the mature 
trees can be used for shade 

Consider casual rider affiliation with Pony Club of Victoria to provide insurance cover.  Most other club 
insurances only cover competition days and minuted events/activities 

Kunzea slashing needs to be expanded and needs to be to a higher standard as Kunzea stumps are 
dangerous 

More slashing is needed along the driveway to expand parking areas there 

Consider developing another track in from beyond the entrance road to take traffic away from the 
clubrooms 

Miniature/Harness: 
Do not promote too many uses or clubs to the extent that all weekends are filled up and existing clubs 
cannot expand their activities 

WP Equestrian 

Yes.  Mid week school activities: running, orienteering 

Senior citizens art classes, painting 

Boot camp fitness classes, and 

Fitness trails. 
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2.  Community Representatives on Committee of Management 

The following points and suggestions were identified as ways of improving the reserve and expanding 
its use: 

• There is a need for blanket insurance for informal users, which might be achieved through 
affiliate membership of an existing user club or preferably with the Committee of Management 

• The Reserve needs “opening up” for other users and uses: people feel/believe they cannot use it 

• Signpost existing pedestrian gates and invite people to use the reserve eg: walking groups, 
children on bikes, bird observers, conservation groups, schools 

• Provide an accessible gate at the Woolleys Rd entrance 

• Clear pathways and provide safe walkways 

• Encourage family access through barbeques, dog access (as per Jack’s Beach); covered 
seating (as at Hastings) 

• Encourage horticultural/plant awareness through naming of tress, descriptions of habitat 

• Establish/encourage community working bees and planting programs, habitat conservation 
(echidna) 

• Develop a mini botanical gardens focused on the native vegetation 

• Remove pine trees and raise funds by selling for Christmas trees 

• BMX area for dirt bikes (non-motorised) 

• Model car track 

• Outdoor music performance area  

• Annual outdoor markets focused around user groups 

• Redevelop the dam as an ornamental feature 

• Open up tracks to allow better CFA and community access 

• Upgrade toilets 

• Develop structured parking and separate spectator and trailer parking 

• Develop a lookout over Westernport on the higher land on the NE corner of the site 

• Develop bike paths links from Stony Point Road to Jacks Beach 

• Promote the reserve to the community and to schools 

• Assess whether the power lines through the reserve are still needed and if not, seek their 
removal. 
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3.  Rideability Victoria  (Kate Irving) 

Rideability Victoria is looking to commence a weekly Sunday program at Woolleys Rd in 2012 offering 
“Western” vs “English” riding.  This has bigger saddles, a central horn grip for riders, different tack and 
uses looser reins.  These differences allow better horse control and involvement by people with more 
severe disabilities. 

Kate presently volunteers at the Peninsula Centre off Turners Rd and wants to start a new program 

The aim is to have 4 horses (1 at present) to cater for 8-10 people over two 1-1 ½ hr sessions 

Horses and equipment are generally donated 

The number of volunteers needed per program depends on the disabilities 

Clients generally become involved through a referral process 

Needs: 

Use of club building as is 

Upgraded access to toilets as they do not comply of a number of grounds OR a full disability portable 
toilet (est cost $5,500) and location site 

Gravelled carpark to accommodate 6-7 vehicles with 1-2 specifically designated for people with a 
disability 

Formed paths linking carpark, mounting ramp, toilets, clubrooms 

Horse mounting ramp 

Fenced arena (of any fencing types eg: wooden rail).  Possibly portable fencing for smaller areas 

Arena of 20 m x 40 m or bigger 

Sensory riding trail (through woodland?) of 50- 100 m length with lots of turns, logs to step over, trees to 
touch/small, plants, ropes to touch etc 

Undercover area for tying up at least two horses for activities such as horse feeding, brushing, tacking 
in poorer weather 

Longer term, indoor arena with surrounding roof areas 

 

 
4.  Michael Doyle, Council Dog Officer 
 
The following points were raised: 
 

• There is a really rough off lease dogs/trail bike site on an old tip site in Bullecourt Rd (Mel 164 
G10) which is only suitable for some rough uses but not older users/families 

 
• An off-leash area at Woolleys Rd would be good.  A site would need to be fenced and a min of 1 

ha. but 2-3 ha is preferable. 
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DRAFT MASTER PLAN FEEDBACK FROM EXHIBITION PERIOD - SUMMARY OF ISSUES 

Ten (10 no.) submissions were received following the public exhibition of the Draft Master Plan. 
 
Notably, all respondents provided in principle support for the Master Plan recommendations.   
 
The following is a summary of the issues and opportunities raised by respondents.  Some issues were 
common to several responses and have been paraphrased accordingly.  Further, some comments have 
been combined, where they relate to the same issue. 
 
 Ensure all new entrances provide safe pedestrian and bicycle access. 
 Provide access to public toilets. 
 The Reserve should be linked to other walking trails. 
 Provide vegetation clearing (particularly weeds) on existing trails. 
 The Master Plan does not address other recreation opportunities that could occur on the 

Reserve, in particular archery.  There is concern that the Master Plan has not considered this as 
a potential shared use of the Reserve.  The local (13 member) archery club could contribute to 
the implementation of the Master Plan, particularly enhancements to the clubroom facilities. 
(Note:  The use of the Reserve for archery was reviewed and it was considered to be a 
conflicting use in terms of providing safe, open public access and ongoing equestrian uses). 

 The Vision for the Reserve does not consider environmental values and there is no discussion 
regarding the State Vegetation Framework, Heritage Act and Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act. 

 Fox baiting on the Reserve is opposed.   
 Composting systems, water harvesting and alternative energy use is supported. 
 More discussion is need regarding management of horse use (i.e manure collection, feeding of 

hay, tying locations). 
 A truck loading ramp would be beneficial. 
 Additional storage for all clubs is required.  Clubs could share storage space therefore just use 

one larger shed. 
 The proposed public picnic area, with community amenities, is supported. 
 The use of the Reserve needs to be fair to all users – clubs and community.  Use of the Reserve 

for events needs to be opened up as it is restrictive. 
 A new access from Stony Point Road may not be required.  It takes more area away from the 

grounds. 
 Restrict access to Reserve to stop rubbish dumping and undesirable activity. 
 Prefer a gravel road and carpark. 
 All weather parking is required. 
 The proposed entry road should go around the overflow parking area, to avoid having to cross 

the road.  All the parking areas should be on the same side of the sealed road.  Remove the 
controlled crossing point as it is a safety issue, which could be overcome by moving the road. 

 Road speed is a concern.  Road humps are a safety issue. 
 More harnessing and parking space is required for carriage driving events. 
 The everyday parking area should be hard stand not sealed.   
 The carpark area adjacent the picnic area is not secure and would not be used, particularly on 

event days. 
 Horse crossing points must be non-slip. 
 Pavilion improvements not really necessary as this facility is not always used. 
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 Ideas for use of the southern land: 
  a ‘proper’ cross country course  
 mountain bike riding 
 carriage driving course (marathon obstacle course designs provided for consideration) 
 a regeneration area and provision of more pedestrian trails. 
 camping 
 a relocated cross country course, allowing the tracks through the existing Reserve to 

regenerate and avoid vegetation removal. 
 A horse wash bay (with removal taps to stop wastage) and horse manure pits are also required. 
 There is no location for Judges. 
 The current yarding space is insufficient to cater for large groups of horses. 
 The proposed jumps course needs to be multi-purpose. 

 A carriage driving obstacle course could be included and constructed alongside the 
proposed cross country course (marathon obstacle course designs provided for 
consideration). 

 Tracks and trails need to be a minimum of 5.0m wide. 
 How much will it all cost and how long will it take to be implemented?  Is it a lot of money to suit a 

few clubs?  What is the community benefit? 
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Appendix 2: Fauna Atlas 
 
Mornington Peninsula Shire Fauna Survey Report (22 September 2010) 
 
SITE ID 613  Identified as 89 Woolleys Road Crib Point Victoria  
 Northing: 5754850   Easting: 341990 
 
Name  Scientific Name  Significance 
Agile Antechinus  Antechinus agilis  Regional 
Australian Hobby  Falco longipennis  Local 
Australian Magpie  Gymnorhina tibicen  Local 
Australian Raven  Corvus coronoides  Local 
Australian White Ibis  Threskiornis molucca  Local 
Australian Wood Duck  Chenonetta jubata  Local 
Bell Miner  Manorina melanophrys  Regional 
Black Rat  Rattus rattus  Introduced 
Black Wallaby  Wallabia bicolor  Regional 
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike  Coracina novaehollandiae Local 
Black-shouldered Kite  Elanus axillaris  Local 
Blotched Blue-tongued Lizard  Tiliqua nigrolutea  Regional 
Brown Falcon  Falco berigora  Regional 
Brown Goshawk  Accipiter fasciatus  Local 
Brown Thornbill  Acanthiza pusilla  Local 
Brown-headed Honeyeater  Melithreptus brevirostris  Regional 
Buff-banded Rail  Gallirallus philippensis  Regional 
Cat (feral)  Felis catus  Introduced 
Common Blackbird  Turdus merula  Introduced 
Common Bronzewing  Phaps chalcoptera  Local 
Common Brushtail Possum  Trichosurus vulpecula  Local 
Common Froglet  Crinia signifera  Local 
Common Myna  Acridotheres tristis  Introduced 
Common Ringtail Possum  Pseudocheirus peregrinus  Local 
Common Starling  Sturnus vulgaris  Introduced 
Crested Shrike-tit  Falcunculus frontatus  Regional 
Eastern Rosella  Platycercus eximius  Local 
Eastern Spinebill  Acanthorhynchus tenuirostris  Local 
Eastern Three-lined Skink  Bassiana duperreyi  Regional 
Eastern Yellow Robin  Eopsaltria australis  Regional 
European Rabbit  Oryctolagus cuniculus Introduced 
European Skylark  Alauda arvensis  Introduced 
Fan-tailed Cuckoo  Cacomantis flabelliformis Local 
Galah  Eolophus roseicapilla  Local 
Garden Skink  Lampropholis guichenoti  Local 
Golden Whistler  Pachycephala pectoralis  Local 
Goulds Wattled Bat  Chalinolobus gouldii  Local 
Grey Butcherbird  Cracticus torquatus  Local 
Grey Currawong  Strepera versicolor  Regional 
Grey Fantail  Rhipidura albiscarpa  Local 
Grey Shrike-thrush  Colluricincla harmonica  Local 
Horsfield's Bronze-Cuckoo  Chrysococcyx basalis  Local 
House Mouse  Mus musculus  Introduced 
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Name  Scientific Name  Significance 
Koala  Phascolarctos cinereus  State 
Large Forest Bat  Vespadelus darlingtoni  Local 
Laughing Kookaburra  Dacelo novaeguineae  Local 
Lesser Long-eared Bat  Nyctophilus geoffroyi  Local 
Little Forest Bat  Vespadelus vulturnus  Local 
Little Wattlebird  Anthochaera chrysoptera  Local 
Lowland Copperhead  Austrelaps superbus  Local 
Magpie-lark  Grallina cyanoleuca  Local 
Masked Lapwing  Vanellus miles  Local 
Mistletoebird  Dicaeum hirundinaceum  Regional 
Nankeen Kestrel  Falco cenchroides  Local 
New Holland Honeyeater  Phylidonyris novaehollandiae  Local 
Noisy Miner  Manorina melanocephala  Local 
Pacific Black Duck  Anas superciliosa  Local 
Rainbow Lorikeet  Trichoglossus haematodus  Local 
Red Fox  Vulpes vulpes  Introduced 
Red Wattlebird  Anthochaera carunculata  Local 
Red-browed Finch  Neochmia temporalis  Local 
Rufous Whistler  Pachycephala rufiventris  Local 
Short-beaked Echidna  Tachyglossus aculeatus  Regional 
Silver Gull  Chroicocephalus novaehollandiae Local 
Silvereye  Zosterops lateralis  Local 
Southern Boobook  Ninox novaeseelandiae Regional 
Southern Brown Tree Frog  Litoria ewingii  Local 
Southern Bullfrog  Limnodynastes dumerilii  Local 
Southern Grass Skink  seudemoia entrecasteauxii  Regional 
Spotted Pardalote  Pardalotus punctatus  Local 
Spotted Turtle-Dove  Streptopelia chinensis  Introduced 
Straw-necked Ibis  Threskiornis spinicollis  Local 
Striated Pardalote  Pardalotus striatus  Local 
Striated Thornbill  Acanthiza lineata  Local 
Sugar Glider  Petaurus breviceps  Regional 
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo  Cacatua galerita  Local 
Superb Fairy-wren  Malurus cyaneus  Local 
Swamp Rat  Rattus lutreolus  Regional 
Tawny Frogmouth  Podargus strigoides  Local 
Tiger Snake  Notechis scutatus  Regional 
Verreauxs Tree Frog Litoria verreauxii  Regional 
Weasel Skink  Saproscincus mustelinus Regional 
Wedge-tailed Eagle  Aquila audax  Local 
Welcome Swallow  Hirundo neoxena  Local 
White-browed Scrubwren  Sericornis frontalis  Local 
White-eared Honeyeater  Lichenostomus leucotis Local 
White-faced Heron  Egretta novaehollandiae  Local 
White-naped Honeyeater  Melithreptus lunatus  Local 
White-plumed Honeyeater  Lichenostomus penicillatus  Local 
White-throated Needletail  Hirundapus caudacutus  Regional 
Willie Wagtail  Rhipidura leucophrys  Local 
Yellow Thornbill  Acanthiza nana  Local 
Yellow-faced Honeyeater Lichenostomus chrysops  Local 
Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo  Calyptorhynchus funereus  Regional 
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Appendix 3: Fauna Survey and Management Prescriptions for Port Estate Reserve (2003) 
 


















