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Preface 
The Mornington Peninsula Shire Roadsides Fire Management Plan draws together 
much of the current information from strategic fire management planning tools and 
applies it to identify priority roads for roadside fire management works. 
 
A working group of the Mornington Peninsula Municipal Fire Management Planning 
Committee comprising members from the Mornington Peninsula Shire, Country Fire 
Authority (CFA), Parks Victoria (PV), Department of Environment and Primary 
Industries (DEPI) and VicRoads, consulted with other agencies regarding priority 
roads, and analysed data from the Victorian Fire Risk Register, a previous VicRoads 
desktop roadside fire risk analysis, Bushfire Management Overlay, Neighbourhood 
Safer Places data, and local knowledge of vegetation on roadsides. 
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Executive Summary 
Two clear outcomes arise from this plan: 
 
1. A list of Mornington Peninsula Shire roads that agencies involved in fire 

management considered to be high, medium, or low priority in preparing for and 
responding to bush fire. 

 
2. A targeted five year annual roadsides fire management works program that 

complements the existing program of works to manage roadsides for vehicle and 
pedestrian safety. 

 
The agencies developed the Plan using objectives agreed at State and regional level 
for roadsides fire management.  These objectives are stated within the Southern 
Metropolitan Region Fire Management Plan 2011 which includes the Mornington 
Peninsula:  

• Prevent or reduce the risk of fires on roadsides  

• Prevent the risk of spread of fire from the road reserve  

• Manage safety of road users  

• Provide control lines 

• Ensure recovery of roadside vegetation after roadside fires. 
All participating agencies contributed to an assessment of the level of priority to be 
assigned to each road to indicate its value to the community in a large scale fire 
emergency. This assessment resulted in a map and list of Peninsula roads indicated 
as High, Medium or Low priority.  The plan identifies 100 high priority roads and 270 
medium priority roads, with the remaining roads having a low priority.   In addition fire 
access tracks were defined and 7 key fire access tracks were identified.  Input will be 
sought from residents during the life of the plan regarding road priorities and works 
programs. 
 
The high priority roads are predominantly connecting roads that enable the 
movement of emergency services, residents and visitors from one part of the 
Peninsula to another.  They are often larger roads within townships or longer rural 
roads. 
 
Some examples of high priority roads are Bradford Road, Mount Martha; Bungower 
Road, Mornington; Byrnes Road, Shoreham; Derril Road, Tuerong; Greens Road, 
Main Ridge; Main Creek Road, Red Hill; Old Cape Schanck Road, Rosebud; South 
Beach Road, Somers; St Johns Wood Road, Blairgowrie; and Woolleys Road, 
Bittern. 
 
The Mornington Peninsula Shire Roadsides Fire Management Plan is a Mornington 
Peninsula Shire document that requires the delivery of works on roads managed by 
the Shire.  It is a plan which requires annual review of the operational works and 
continued consultation with all stakeholders.   
 
This plan recognises that the Shire already delivers significant roadside vegetation 
management works through its obligations under the Road Management Act and 
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Road Safety Act and over a five year period undertakes vegetation cut-backs on all 
roads.  Key roadsides and fire access tracks have been selected for additional 
targeted works over a five year period.  A works program will be developed and 
delivered each year for the life of this plan.  All works will protect environmental 
values.  The plan will be reviewed in 2018. 

Introduction 
Extensive consultation has been undertaken through the Mornington Peninsula 
Municipal Fire Management Planning Committee to obtain feedback from other 
agencies and internal and external stakeholders. This plan complements other Shire 
strategic documents including the Mornington Peninsula Roadside Management 
Plan and Parks and Roadsides Contract, the Mornington Peninsula Municipal Fire 
Management Plan and the Mornington Peninsula Strategic Goals Plan. 
 
The Mornington Peninsula Shire Roadsides Fire Management Plan establishes a 
High, Medium or Low priority for each Shire road.  These decisions were made 
collegiately with input from all agencies.   
 
Annually a detailed works program will be developed from the five year works outline 
provided in this plan (Appendix 4) to address the fire risks posed by vegetation 
according to the level of priority.  A key focus for works is to complement existing 
Mornington Peninsula Shire vegetation management programs on roadsides, which 
already contribute directly and indirectly to fuel risk reduction. Existing works include 
roadside mowing, tree and vegetation cutbacks under the Road Management Act, 
noxious weed control, and weeding to protect biodiversity values.      
 
The 2009 Victorian Bushfires Royal Commission (VBRC) recommended that 
VicRoads implement a systematic statewide program of bushfire risk assessment of 
all roads for which it is responsible to ensure that that the agency meets its 
obligations under the CFA Act. VicRoads extended its desktop analysis of fire risks 
on roads to include roads managed by local government authorities.  The VicRoads 
desktop analysis was the starting point for this Roadsides Fire Management Plan for 
Mornington Peninsula Shire.  The Shire has identified the need to be proactive in this 
area to ensure that best practice is implemented and planning permit exemptions in 
relation to roadside fire risk reduction are pursued to enhance the safety of its 
community and visitors from bushfire risk. This document is developed with the 
ambition of being a fluid and changing working plan that is reviewed annually to 
ensure that best practice in relation to bushfire risk reduction is directed to prioritised 
roadsides. 
 
The Mornington Peninsula Shire actively manages over 1350 kilometres of sealed 
roads and 300 kilometres of unsealed roads across the Peninsula. Mornington 
Peninsula Shire manages roads within its boundaries to ensure the safety of road 
users, to maintain and enhance roadside heritage and ecological values and for fire 
risk reduction.  
 
This plan differentiates between public roads (which form most of the work of this 
plan) and fire access tracks. 
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A public road is a road listed within the Register of Public Roads as outlined in the 
Road Management Act 2004. 
A fire access track is constructed for the purpose of facilitating rapid fire response 
where access using public roads is limited and is not a public road under the Road 
Management Act 2004. 
 
The Mornington Peninsula Shire will annually plan and deliver a works program to 
ensure that priority public roads and fire access tracks receive works to reduce 
bushfire risk. 

Methodology 
A working group of the Municipal Fire Management Planning Committee met 
regularly to develop the plan and continued to refer to the Committee as the plan 
was developed.  Decisions were made collegiately with input from all agencies 
represented on the Committee.   
 
The working group established a strategic vision for the plan, reviewed the regulatory 
context, reviewed the objectives in relation to local conditions, and extensively 
reviewed existing fire risk information. 
 
Following this the group was able to establish road priorities and establish 
parameters to determine roadside works.  From this a five year works program for 
roadsides fire management works will be reviewed annually to complement existing 
on-going Shire roadside works programs. 

Regulatory Context 
Road managers must take into account the implications of the regulatory framework 
when planning for and undertaking works on road corridors. The most influential 
legislation in the current regulatory environment includes:  

− Transport Safety Act 2010  

− Road Management Act 2004  

− Road Safety Act 1986  

− Road Management Act 2004 Worksite Safety – Traffic Management Code of 
Practice 

− Occupational Health and Safety Act 2004 

− Country Fire Authority Act 1958  

− Metropolitan Fire Brigades Act 1958  

− Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988  

− Forests Act 1958  

− Planning and Environment Act 1987  

− Electricity Safety Act 1998  

− Summary Offences Act 1966  
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− Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 

− Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988 

− Heritage Act 1995 

− Archaeological and Aboriginal Relics Preservation Act 1972 

− Catchment and Land Protection Act 1994 

− Port Phillip and Western Port Regional Catchment Strategy (RCS) 

− State Planning Provisions 

Strategic Vision of the Plan 
To identify priority roads and establish an annually reviewed Mornington Peninsula 
Shire works program directed to reduce fire risk on roadsides and fire access tracks 
on the basis of identified and agreed priorities to: 

− enhance the safety of road users and emergency services in the event of a 
fire* 

− limit the spread and severity of a fire 

− maximise the chances of first attack suppression effort 

− complement works undertaken by all road managers and management 
actions adjacent to the road reserve 

− complement other risk reduction strategies e.g. surveillance, public education 
programs 

− consider and protect the many values that roadsides have to offer including 
biodiversity values 

* People die trying to leave their homes at the last minute during bushfire.  The Shire 
supports fire education strategies aimed at reducing the likelihood of people using roads 
during the passage of a fire front. 
 
This combined agency strategic vision complements and aligns with the objectives of 
this plan. There are two primary sources of strategic vision for the Mornington 
Peninsula Shire Roadsides Fire Management Plan: 
 
1. Shire Strategic Plan 2013 – 2017 
The Shire Strategic Plan is developed by Council based on extensive input from 
local communities and holds the Shire accountable for delivery of the strategies, 
plans and actions it contains.  Roadsides fire management planning and 
implementation is required to contribute to a sustainable environment, a sustainable 
economy and a sustainable community.  In this context roadsides fire management 
planning is both part of broader fire management planning at the municipal level and 
part of a very large range of strategic goals relating to all community aspirations.  
The Shire Strategic Goals are listed below.  The key goal relating to this plan is 
healthy, safe and connected communities. 
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liveable peninsula 
To be ‘near to, but not part of Melbourne’ (and its accelerating growth), and to 
preserve the highly valued amenity of our natural and built environment. 
 
enhancing public places and spaces 
To enhance the look, feel and function of our towns and villages, our open spaces 
and our infrastructure. 
 
improving community facilities 
To ensure community facilities reflect the needs and expectations of our 
communities. 
 
leading change on climate change 
To address flood and fire risk, to reduce our carbon footprint, water usage and 
waste across Council operations and in the wider community. 
 
enhancing the coastal experience 
To protect and enhance opportunities to enjoy the coastal experience. 
 
healthy safe and connected communities 
To promote a culture of community harmony, wellbeing and a sense of safety and 
belonging. 
 
supporting a sustainable economy 
To foster an innovative business community and promote the peninsula’s 
agricultural and rural sector. 
 
innovative, responsive, value for money service delivery 
To optimise value for ratepayers through efficient, effective and innovative service 
delivery. 

 
2. Southern Metropolitan Region Fire Management Plan 2011 
The Southern Metropolitan Regional Strategic Fire Management Plan sets the vision 
and objectives for integrated fire management planning in Southern Metropolitan 
region.  It was written by the Southern Metropolitan Regional Strategic Fire 
Management Planning Committee which has a representative from the Mornington 
Peninsula Shire.  Its vision is: 
 
“Working together with our communities to effectively prepare for, respond to and 
recover from major fire events in a coordinated manner for the primary protection of 
life, the economy and the environment”. 
 
The Southern Metropolitan Regional Strategic Fire Management Plan highlights the 
need to manage roadside fuel loads to reduce the potential for roadsides to act as 
conduits for the passage of fire and lists the objectives for roadsides fire 
management that are adopted for this Plan. 
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Objectives of the Plan 
Objectives for roadside fire management are stated in the Southern Metropolitan 
Region Fire Management Plan 2011.  The objectives were analysed at length on 
several occasions at the Municipal Fire Management Planning Committee and also 
at working group meetings.  A strong emphasis was placed on managing safety of 
road users travelling from one part of the Peninsula to another in times of emergency 
(access and egress).  To facilitate this, high priority roads identified in this plan are 
generally larger connecting roads rather than local roads.  This approach is generally 
supported by consideration of each of the objectives. 
 

Manage safety of road users 
(Adapted from “Road Bushfire Risk Assessment Guideline”, Terramatrix, August 2011, report commissioned by VicRoads) 

It is impossible to ensure safe travel on roads during and after a bushfire. The safest 
option is to leave early on days of high fire risk.  Driving during a bushfire should be 
a last resort. Vehicles offer little protection from radiant heat, and smoke over roads 
and emergency vehicle traffic increases the risk to road users. It is not feasible to 
make a road safe during the passage of the fire front.  However it is recognised that 
roads will be used in times of fire emergency and individuals’ capacity to escape and 
fire fighters’ capacity to respond is compromised if roads are impassable, poorly 
maintained or blocked by fallen trees. 
 
Each agency consulted during the preparation of this plan highlighted the importance 
of connecting roads as a key priority for access and egress considerations.  
Residents and visitors in localities near to a fire will make a choice on whether and 
when they are going to leave.  One particular study of this is explained in Bushfire 
CRC/AFAC note: “Fire Note 117 September 2013, Residents Intentions and 
Reasons in the face of Bushfire”.  Connecting roads that take travellers quickly to 
another part of the Shire are critical at this time.  Similarly, connecting roads that 
enable rapid response of emergency services to each part of the Peninsula are also 
critical at this time. 
 

• The focus for residents and visitors is: “Leave Early”. 

• Connecting roads are prioritised as part of this roadsides management plan to 
enable access and egress in times of crisis. 

In addition to an annual schedule of roadside works primarily on connecting roads 
the Shire will also work with fire response agencies to assess Roads on the Public 
Register where fire fighters’ ability to respond may be improved on local roads 
though surfacing works, better road alignment or other changes in the road condition 
– if possible.  On an annual basis the priority for these works will be assessed 
against other road maintenance priorities. 

Prevent the risk of spread of fire from the road reserve  
Containing roadside fires has a higher priority where homes and lives will be quickly 
threatened by uncontained fire.  Roads entering/leaving townships or other dense 
residential areas with sufficient extent of fuel for dangerous fire conditions tend to 
occur in the rural/urban interface.  These are generally larger connecting roads. 
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“To prevent roadside fires becoming large and uncontrollable, we need to manage 
the factors that spread fire. Few treatments will be successful unless fire suppression 
is also undertaken. Changing the nature, quantity and arrangement of the fuel are 
treatments that may reduce the rate of spread and/or ensure the earliest possible 
suppression. (CFA, June, 2005.)” 

Prevent or reduce the risk of fires on roadsides  
Preventing fires on roadsides refers to preventing ignitions.  Deliberate ignitions are 
more likely on quiet roads where individuals can act unseen whereas as accidental 
ignitions are more likely on highly trafficked roads e.g. higher numbers of tossed 
cigarette butts.  A greater number of ignitions occur on busy arterial roads. 
 
In accordance with the CFA Roadside Fire Management Guidelines, programs which 
target the behaviour of those responsible for such fires are likely to be most effective. 
These programs are outlined within the Municipal Fire Management Plan. 
 
 

 
 

Provide control lines 
A control line is a natural or constructed low-fuel area or a fire edge used to control a 
fire (AFAC 1995). Roads may be useful as control lines if they are located in low fuel 
areas. Recent experience by CFA shows that control lines are most effective when 
they are adjacent to a substantial area of relatively non-combustible fuel. This is 
usually where there is a major change in land use, for example, to a different 
agricultural use, a low lying swamp area or a river flat. 
 
Factors limiting the success of control lines include: 

• Extreme weather may reduce control line effectiveness 

• Adjacent land use may render suppression unsafe 
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• Trees or elevated fuels may render suppression unsafe 

• Cooperation of adjoining land owners may be hard to manage 

• Extent of required fuel reduction may be impractical 

• Relies on effective onsite suppression 

• Locations are difficult to plan in a strategic manner. 
 
Control lines have the potential to impact upon environmental values and may have 
an impact on road user amenity. 
 
Within the first year of this plan being adopted the land management and fire 
response agencies will consider the potential to achieve strategic control lines 
though use of roadside fuel management in conjunction with adjacent land 
management practices. This action will be coordinated through the Municipal Fire 
Management Planning Committee. 
 

Ensure recovery of roadside vegetation from roadside fires  
To the extent that resources are available the Shire will follow up roadside fires with 
weeding as vegetation re-establishes, stabilisation of banks and batters if required, 
and maintenance of vegetation at lower fuel levels.  Where roadsides fires occur 
among known populations of rare species the Shire will monitor and protect those 
species. 

  

Mornington Peninsula Shire Roadsides Fire Management Plan Page | 11 
 



 

 

Priority Roads 
Examination of fire risk information led the working party and the Committee to a 
multi-agency agreement on which roads are high priority, medium priority or low 
priority. (A detailed guide to this information occurs in Appendix 2) 
 
This plan identifies 100 high priority roads and 270 medium priority roads, with the 
remaining roads having a low priority. 
 
Some examples of high priority roads are Bradford Road, Mount Martha; Bungower 
Road, Mornington; Byrnes Road, Shoreham; Derril Road, Tuerong; Greens Road, 
Main Ridge; Main Creek Road, Red Hill; Old Cape Schanck Road, Rosebud; South 
Beach Road, Somers; St Johns Wood Road, Blairgowrie; and Woolleys Road, 
Bittern. (A full list is shown at Appendix 1 – High Priority Roads) 
 
High priority roads enable travel to another township or locality on the Peninsula or 
away from or to the Peninsula.  This means both that large numbers of people may 
travel away from an area of the Peninsula affected by fire and that agencies may get 
emergency services to the area of the Peninsula affected by fire.  Community 
Information Guides for Peninsula townships mirror this approach with pictorial 
support in the “where will you go” section. 
 
Input will be sought from residents during the life of the plan regarding road priorities 
and works programs. 
 
Pictorial support to leaving early to another township on the Peninsula from 
the Community Information Guides for McCrae/Arthurs Seat, Mount Martha 
and St Andrews Beach/Rye. 
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Roadside Vegetation Works 
In 2013 the Shire conducted a vegetation growth assessment along all roads in order 
to assist the Shire comply with its obligations under the Road Management Act and 
the Road Safety Act to provide for safe travel on roads for vehicles, cyclists and 
pedestrians.  The Shire will undertake vegetation cutbacks of all roads over a five 
year period with initial priorities established by the 2013 assessment together with 
consideration of high priority roads identified in this roadside fire management plan.  
These vegetation cutbacks provide the majority of vegetation management works 
across all Shire roadsides and deliver strong fire risk reduction by providing a clear 
travel corridor and greater separation of fuels on either side of the road. 
 
In order to ensure that the objectives identified in this plan are met on high priority 
roads further analysis and consensus decision making has been undertaken to 
establish a program of works over five years.  Two tasks were achieved: 
 
1. Identifying the highest priority roads for works over five years (see parameters in 

Appendix 2) 
2. Selecting the type of fire management works to occur on each road ( see types of 

works in Appendix 3) 
The resulting agreed works program is found at Appendix 4. 
 
In order to protect and enhance ecological values all roadside fire management 
works will be preceded by desktop analysis of flora and fauna values and on-site 
visual inspection for present indigenous flora and fauna.  Works will preferentially 
target weed species.  Fauna management procedures to protect or safely remove 
affected fauna will include traversing the work-site on foot to locate fauna and habitat 
values such as hollows and logs and having trained staff able to rescue fauna and 
transport to veterinary assistance if needed. 
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Section of Canterbury-Jetty Road.  After removal of dense woody weeds the site was 
planted with some indigenous understorey species and will be maintained at a lower 
fuel level with the Coast Moonah over-storey. 

Fire Access Tracks 
A fire access track is a track constructed and maintained expressly for fire management 
purposes. (AFAC Bushfire Glossary, 2012).  
 
A fire access track is constructed for the purpose of facilitating rapid fire response 
where access using Public Roads is limited.   The Mornington Peninsula Shire has 
undertaken to list fire access tracks as assets that require inspection and 
maintenance.  
 
A review was undertaken during the development of this plan of all known potential 
fire access tracks and a desk top search undertaken to find any additional potential 
fire access tracks.  Further scoping work will need to be undertaken each year over 
the next few years to ensure a complete list is developed. 
 
A fire access track is not a Public Road under the Road Management Act 2004.  
However, during the review some potential fire access tracks were found to be 
Public Roads and are being managed as per the Shire Road Management Plan and 
are included the list of roads assigned a priority of high, medium or low in this plan. 
 
The following practical definition of a fire access track has been agreed for 
Mornington Peninsula Shire. 
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Fire access track: 
A road, signed at each entry point, having a drivable surface for two wheel drive 
vehicles in summer with vegetation cut-back to 4m width and 4m height supported 
by signed passing bays sufficient for large CFA truck every 200m and a vehicle turn-
around at any dead-end. 
 
Each fire access track will be inspected by the Shire at the start of summer and 
works implemented to ensure fire access tracks meet the conditions identified in the 
definition.  Reinspection will occur during patrols on Total Fire Ban days during the 
Declared Fire Danger Period. 
 
Any track not meeting the above criteria is a management track and must not be 
signed as a fire access track.  Works will be required to remove some existing 
incorrect signage. 
 
The following process was followed during the development of this plan and will be 
repeated annually during the life of the plan. 
1. Scoping exercise to identify potential fire access tracks involving CFA, PV, DEPI 

and MPS 
2. Delete from the list of potential fire access tracks those found to be now on the 

Register of Public Roads 
3. Ground truth listed fire access tracks not on Register of Public Roads 
4. Establish list of fire access tracks and works required 
5. Establish annual inspection of fire access tracks 
 

 
Augusta Street Fire Access Track, Mount Martha 
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The list of fire access tracks reviewed annually will form part of the ongoing 
maintenance works of the Shire.  It is expected that this list will grow over time. 
 
 

List of fire access tracks 
− Cobb Road, Mount Eliza from Oliver Court to Wooralla Drive. 

− Augusta Street, Mount Martha from Helena Street to Peninsula Pistol Club 

− Ellerina Road, Mount Martha from near 112 Ellerina Road to Grandview Terrace 

− Devonport Drive, Fingal from Old Tom Morris Lane to Limestone Road 

(Devonport Drive is also known as Springs Lane) 

− Viewbank Street, Shoreham from Lexington Avenue to foreshore reserve 

− Eatons Cutting Road, Dromana from Boundary Road to 51 Eatons Cutting Road 

− McLear Road, Arthurs Seat from Scenic Place to Cutts Avenue 

Summary of Outcomes  
1. List of agreed priority roads for fire management 
2. Alignment with Shire’s major roadside vegetation works programs 
3. List of agreed roads for works over the five year life of the plan with annual 

review of works 
4. List of roadside fire management work types 
5. Allocated roadside fire management works 
6. Definition of fire access tracks 
7. Agreed list of fire access tracks 
8. Process for listing further fire access tracks 
9. Agreement to continue to jointly assess small local roads that present access 

difficulties 
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Appendices 

Appendix 1 - High Priority Roads 
 

High Priority Roads and Vegetation Assessment 

Road Name Locality Priority Vegetation 
Growth 
Rating1  

Brief description: length, 
topography, vegetation 

width and type 

Current 
Status of 

vegetation 
growth 

ALLISON ROAD 
 
 

 

MOUNT ELIZA High 6 1.5 km long 20m wide, mainly 
flat along ridge line, North of 
Moorooduc Quarry and 
Mount Eliza escarpment, little 
vegetation in road reserve 

 

ARTHURS SEAT ROAD RED HILL High 8 11.5km long with an average 
width of 35m before 
decreasing in western part 
when descending down 
Arthurs Seat through State 
Park. Mainly runs east-west. 
Undulating elevation reaching 
a maximum in eastern part of 
road. Areas of lowland forest 
and herb-rich foothill forest.  
Shire works section is from 
White Hill Road to Shoreham 
Road at eastern end and small 
section near summit. 

Road 
envelope 
obstruction 

BACK BEACH ROAD PORTSEA High 8 1.5km long, undulating, 
aligned North-South, National 
Park at southern end 

Road 
envelope 
obstruction 

BALDRYS ROAD MAIN RIDGE High 9 4.3 km long, steep sections, 
50m wide in northern part 
reducing to 40m in southern 
part. Skirts Greens Bush, high 
quality Damp-Sands Herb-rich 
woodland, Herb-rich Foothill 
Forest, Damp Forest, dense 
woody vegetation to 25m 
wide 

Road 
envelope 
obstruction 

BALNARRING BEACH ROAD BALNARRING 
BEACH 

High 5 2km long, 20m wide running 
south from Frankston-Flinders 
Road. Gently undulating, 
abuts grassy paddocks, and 
gardens 

  

BANOOL CRESCENT MOUNT ELIZA High 6 1.2km long, 18m wide follows 
contour, large areas of Grassy 
Woodland vegetation at 
either end 

 

BARAK ROAD MOOROODUC High 5 2km long, 20m wide, flat, 
treed roadside in pastures, 
dry weather only at western 
end 

  

BAY STREET CRIB POINT High 7 500m long, 20m wide, flat, 
running south of Disney Road. 
Consists of damp heathy 
woodland and grassy 
woodland. 

Road 
envelope 
obstruction 
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High Priority Roads and Vegetation Assessment 

Road Name Locality Priority Vegetation 
Growth 
Rating1  

Brief description: length, 
topography, vegetation 

width and type 

Current 
Status of 

vegetation 
growth 

BENTONS ROAD MOUNT MARTHA High 9 6.5 km long, 20m running east 
from Esplanade through 
urban Mornington and 
pastures with small areas of 
swamp scrub and grassy 
woodlands 

Road 
envelope 
obstruction 

BOES ROAD HASTINGS High 8 4.3km long, 20m wide, flat, 
running south from 
Mornington-Tyabb Road. 
With small areas of grassy 
woodland and swamp scrub 
on eastern side 

Road 
envelope 
obstruction 

BOUNDARY ROAD DROMANA High 8 4km long, running east from 
Mornington Peninsula FWY 
with width starting at 20m 
increasing to 40m.  Gently 
undulating, urban Dromana to 
damp heathland in eastern 
half of road 

Road 
envelope 
obstruction 

BRADFORD ROAD MOUNT MARTHA High 6 1.6km long, 23m wide, 
running east from esplanade, 
borders Mount Martha Park 
in East, rises steeply from Port 
Phillip to Mount Martha Park. 
Grassy woodland in eastern 
parts 

 

BROWNS ROAD RYE High 6 12km long, 40m wide running 
west from Truemans Drive 
through coastal alkaline scrub 
and pastures 

Road 
shoulder 
obstruction 

BUNGOWER ROAD MORNINGTON High 9 17.5km long, average width of 
20m, undulating, runs east 
from Nepean HWY.  Area of 
grassy woodland east of 
Moorooduc hwy and swampy 
woodland west of Tyabb-
Tooradin Road 

Road 
envelope 
obstruction 

CAMP HILL ROAD SOMERS High 5 1.4km long, runs NS, 20m 
wide road, flat, runs through 
paddocks and semi-urban 
areas, Urban and Paddock 
Trees 

  

CANTERBURY JETTY ROAD RYE High 5 North-south aligned road 60m 
wide. 2.3km long. Vegetation 
40m wide to 6m high. Coast 
Alkaline Scrub with varying 
weed levels.  Flat. 

Road 
shoulder 
obstruction 

CAPE SCHANCK ROAD CAPE SCHANCK High 5 4km long, running south from 
Boneo Road, 40m wide 
reducing to 20m in southern 
section with flat gradient. 
Runs through dense Coastal 
Alkaline Scrub.  
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High Priority Roads and Vegetation Assessment 

Road Name Locality Priority Vegetation 
Growth 
Rating1  

Brief description: length, 
topography, vegetation 

width and type 

Current 
Status of 

vegetation 
growth 

CARPENTERS LANE NORTH HASTINGS High 6 1.7km long, 15m wide, runs 
north to south, through small 
pasture properties and 
Swamp Scrub of Upper 
Warringine Creek.  Flat. 

 

CEMETERY ROAD HASTINGS High 7 1.5km long, running south 
from Bayview Road with a 
width of 40m reducing to 20m 
in southern section. Runs 
through industrial land, flat. 

Road 
envelope 
obstruction 

CHURCHILL ROAD MOUNT MARTHA High 6 1km long, 21m wide, steep 
dip and rise, urban to west, 
Mount Martha Park to east 
consisting of grassy woodland 
and creek line herb rich 
woodland 

 

COBB ROAD MOUNT ELIZA High 6 1.6km long, running east from 
Nepean HWY, undulating, 
20m wide. Consists of 
paddocks and semi-urban, 
Grassy Woodland and Urban 
Trees. 

 

CRAIGIE ROAD MOUNT MARTHA High 10 4.3km long, running west 
from Moorooduc HWY, 
undulating, 20m wide, urban 
to rural fringe with creek 
crossing, swamp scrub and 
grassy woodland vegetation. 

Regular sign 
defect 

DERRIL ROAD TUERONG High 8 5km long, flat, 20m wide, 
running south from Eramosa 
Road West through paddocks, 
grassy woodland. 

Road 
envelope 
obstruction 

DUNDAS STREET RYE High 9 5.4km long, running south 
from Point Nepean Road, 
gently undulating, 40m wide, 
urban to rural/paddocks, 
Urban and Paddock Trees and 
Coastal Alkaline Scrub 

Road 
envelope 
obstruction 

ERAMOSA ROAD EAST SOMERVILLE High 7 3.6km long, 20m wide, runs 
east from Frankston-Flinders 
Road with a declining slope, 
Urban area to Paddocks, with 
Urban and Paddock Trees. 

Road 
envelope 
obstruction 

ERAMOSA ROAD WEST SOMERVILLE High 8 5.9km long, 21m wide, 
running west from Frankston-
Flinders Road gently 
undulating, Paddocks with 
Paddock Trees. 

Failed tree 

Esplanade (Helena Street to 
Strachans Road) 

MOUNT MARTHA High 10 3km long, 30m wide, Coast 
Headland Scrub to West, 
urban to East, runs North-
South and is flat. 

Pavement 
obstruction 
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High Priority Roads and Vegetation Assessment 

Road Name Locality Priority Vegetation 
Growth 
Rating1  

Brief description: length, 
topography, vegetation 

width and type 

Current 
Status of 

vegetation 
growth 

Esplanade (Mount Martha 
Point to Mount Martha 
Beach) 

 MOUNT MARTHA  High 7 4km undulating, winding road 
on coast adjacent to steep 
bluffs and Coastal Headland 
Scrub vegetation.  Road width 
variable. 

Pavement 
obstruction 

ESPLANADE SORRENTO High 6 380m long connecting from 
Point Nepean Road before 
moving north to Hotham 
Road with a width of 12m and 
increasing elevation. Areas of 
coastal alkaline scrub in 
middle parts. 

Road 
envelope 
obstruction 

FOREST DRIVE MOUNT MARTHA High 6 3km long, 30m wide, runs 
south-west from Nepean 
HWY, Grassy Woodland 
vegetation 10m wide on 
either side, abuts Mount 
Martha Park in SW with 
grassy woodland on either 
side of the road throughout 

Programmed 
intervention 

FULTONS ROAD BAXTER High 5 1.2km long, 20m wide, 
running north from Baxter 
Tooradin Road with increasing 
elevation. Paddocks with 
some Lowland Forest, Damp 
Sands Herb-rich Woodland 
and some Urban/Paddock 
trees. 

  

GOLF LINKS ROAD BAXTER High 5 2.8km long, 22m wide 
running south east from 
Peninsula Link sloping from 
the north. Small area of 
lowland forest in the north 
but the rest is residential 

  

GRANDVIEW GROVE BAXTER High 5 180m long, 15m wide, 
running south from Golf Links 
Road with a downhill slope, 
urban with no ecological 
vegetation data.  

  

GRANT ROAD SOMERVILLE High 5 2.8km long, 21m wide, 
running south from Baxter-
Tooradin Road with a 
downhill slope which then 
turns into a uphill slope, Semi-
Urban and Paddocks with 
Urban and Paddock Trees. 

  

GRAYDENS ROAD HASTINGS High 8 7.6km long, 20m wide 
running East from Derril Road. 
Decreases elevation as road 
moves East. Small areas of 
lowland forest and swampy 
woodlands 

Road 
envelope 
obstruction 
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High Priority Roads and Vegetation Assessment 

Road Name Locality Priority Vegetation 
Growth 
Rating1  

Brief description: length, 
topography, vegetation 

width and type 

Current 
Status of 

vegetation 
growth 

GREENS ROAD MAIN RIDGE High 8 1.9km long, 40m wide, runs 
south-west from Baldrys 
Road, gently undulating. 
Paddocks,  dense forest and 
Herb-rich Foothill Forest in 
north with damp sands herb-
rich woodland in south 

Road 
envelope 
obstruction 

HARRISONS ROAD RED HILL High 6 2.1km long, 40m wide, 
running south from Dunns 
Creek Road. Mixed farming, 
intensive farming, hobby 
farming with scattered 
patches of damp heathy 
woodland. Gently rising to 
south. 

Road 
shoulder 
obstruction 

HAWKINS ROAD BAXTER High 5 1.1km long, 14m wide, flat, 
runs south from Baxter-
Tooradin Road then changing 
orientation to south-east. 
Paddocks, consisting of 
scattered patches of Grassy 
Woodland and Wetland 
Formation 

  

HEARN ROAD MOUNT MARTHA High 7 1.8km long, 30m wide, runs 
south-east from esplanade, 
rises steeply from Port Phillip 
to Mount Martha Park, 
woodland vegetation,  

Road 
envelope 
obstruction 

HENDERSONS ROAD BITTERN High 9 5.7km long, running south 
from Hodgins Road, 30m 
wide, gently undulating, semi-
urban and paddocks, small 
sections of swamp scrub and 
lowland forest. 

Road 
envelope 
obstruction 

HODGINS ROAD HASTINGS High 8 8.6km, 20m wide, runs east 
from Stumpy Gully Road 
relatively flat on the west side 
then slopes down towards the 
east, Paddocks and Semi-
urban, sections Grassy 
Woodland, Swamp Scrub and 
Lowland Forest. 

Road 
envelope 
obstruction 

HOPETOUN AVENUE MOUNT MARTHA High 7 2km long, 25m wide in most 
parts winding south from 
Dominon Road to Nepean 
HWY and increasing in 
elevation. Grassy woodlands 
in southern section 

Road 
envelope 
obstruction 

HOTHAM ROAD PORTSEA High 8 2km long, 40m wide, 
undulating, variable quality 
Coastal Alkaline Scrub to 20m 
either side of road. 

Road 
envelope 
obstruction 
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High Priority Roads and Vegetation Assessment 

Road Name Locality Priority Vegetation 
Growth 
Rating1  

Brief description: length, 
topography, vegetation 

width and type 

Current 
Status of 

vegetation 
growth 

HUMPHRIES ROAD MOUNT ELIZA High 8 4.5km long running south-
east from Nepean HWY with 
an average width of 25m 
(middle of road is Frankston 
council) and an increasing 
elevation reaching maximum 
in lower part of road before 
decreasing again. Small area 
of grassy woodland in 
northern part 

Road 
envelope 
obstruction 

INGERSOLL ROAD PEARCEDALE High 5 1.4km long, running south 
from Baxter-Tooradin Road 
starting at 17.5m wide in 
north reducing to 10m. 
Constant decrease in 
elevation with damp heathy 
woodlands and swampy 
woodlands in northern parts  

  

LADY NELSON PARKWAY BITTERN High 6 350m long, 30m wide running 
west from Frankston-Flinders 
Road with increasing 
elevation. No vegetation 
noted on GIS     

Programmed 
intervention 

LOCKEY AVENUE ARTHURS SEAT High 5 180m long, 14m wide running 
north off Pindara Road and 
dog legging east to Seawind 
Lane. Runs along with 
contours with lowland forest 
at each end of road. 

  

LONDON BRIDGE ROAD PORTSEA High 8 1.0km long, 16m wide, runs 
west-east through dense 
vegetation consisting of 
Coastal Alkaline Scrub. Has a 
car park/lookout as the end of 
the road. 

Road 
envelope 
obstruction 

LORD SOMERS ROAD SOMERS High 5 1.6km long, 19m wide, gently 
undulating, runs north-south 
through Paddocks and semi-
urban with no ecological 
vegetation. 

  

LOWER SOMERVILLE ROAD SOMERVILLE High 6 6.3kmlong, 39m wide, runs 
NW - SE with a downhill slope 
then heads south with a flat 
su5ce through Paddocks and 
semi-rural areas, with 
urban/paddock trees. 

Road 
shoulder 
obstruction 

LUMEAH ROAD SOMERVILLE High 5 1.1km long, 20m wide, flat, 
dense Heathy Woodland 
vegetation, runs EW 
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High Priority Roads and Vegetation Assessment 

Road Name Locality Priority Vegetation 
Growth 
Rating1  

Brief description: length, 
topography, vegetation 

width and type 

Current 
Status of 

vegetation 
growth 

LUTON AVENUE RED HILL High 4 400m long, 15m width 
reducing to 10m running east 
and dog legging to south 
before ending with increasing 
elevation.  Consists of damp 
heathy woodland. 

Road 
shoulder 
obstruction 

MAIN CREEK ROAD RED HILL High 9 6.2km, 39m wide, undulating, 
runs NS then heads west at 
the south most point, through 
paddocks, with sections of 
Herb-rich Foothill Forest and 
Urban/Paddock Trees. 

Road 
envelope 
obstruction 

MAUGHAN ROAD MOUNT ELIZA High 6 600m long, 25m wide, runs 
west-east then heads north at 
the east most point, through 
urban area on one side and 
forest on the other 

Programmed 
intervention 

MEAKINS ROAD FLINDERS High 5 5.8km long, 40m wide runs 
NE-SW through paddocks 
sloping from the north. Small 
areas of herb-rich foothill 
forests and damp forest. 

  

MELBOURNE ROAD RYE High 9 10km long 40m wide, trends 
NW from Canterbury-Jetty 
Road to Portsea and NE from 
Canterbury-Jetty Road to 
Tootgarook.  Vegetation 
typically up to 20m wide; 
weed invaded Coast Alkaline 
Scrub 

Defective 
growth 

MERRICKS BEACH ROAD MERRICKS BEACH High 5 1.9km long, 40m wide, flat, 
runs NE-SW through 
paddocks and semi-urban no 
ecological vegetation data. 

  

MERRICKS ROAD MERRICKS NORTH High 5 4.5k long, 40m wide, runs 
north-south then heads 
south-east when it crosses 
Stanleys Road, slopes down 
towards the south, through 
Paddocks, grassy woodland 

  

MYERS ROAD MERRICKS NORTH High 8 10.2km long, 20m wide, runs 
west-east undulating, through 
paddocks and then semi-
urban, with urban/paddock 
trees 

Road 
shoulder 
obstruction 

NESTLE COURT ARTHURS SEAT High 5 460m long, 15m wide, runs 
NW - SE through semi-urban, 
gently undulating, 
urban/paddock trees 
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High Priority Roads and Vegetation Assessment 

Road Name Locality Priority Vegetation 
Growth 
Rating1  

Brief description: length, 
topography, vegetation 

width and type 

Current 
Status of 

vegetation 
growth 

OCEAN BEACH ROAD SORRENTO High 6 1.5km long, left half runs SW-
NE, initially 20m wide through 
vegetation near beach with 
car park and then residential 
area, right half runs WE 
through a commercial strip, 
40m wide, relatively flat, 
Coastal Alkaline Scrub 

Road 
envelope 
obstruction 

OLD CAPE SCHANCK ROAD ROSEBUD High 5 4km long, 105m wide in 
North, 40m wide in South, 
runs NS, Southern 2/3 market 
gardens, Nth is heavily 
vegetated – Damp-sands 
Herb-rich Woodland.  Highly 
weedy. Flat. 

Road 
shoulder 
obstruction 

OLD WHITE HILL ROAD DROMANA High 7 800m long, 20m wide, runs 
NS with dogleg, adjacent to 
Dromana Bushland Reserve, 
rises to south. 

Road 
envelope 
obstruction 

OLIVER COURT MOUNT ELIZA High 5 100m long, 15m wide running 
north to dead end with 
increasing elevation. Grassy 
woodland at bottom of court 

Road 
shoulder 
obstruction 

PALMERSTON AVENUE DROMANA High 7 2.4km long, 12m wide 
running SW to NE. Slopes 
from SW section 25m before 
flattening out in second half 
road  

Road 
envelope 
obstruction 

PARK ROAD MOUNT MARTHA High 7 1.1km long, 21m wide, 
dipping to NW, changes 
orientation NW-SE to SW-NE.  
Woodland vegetation 
context. 

Road 
envelope 
obstruction 

PINDARA ROAD ARTHURS SEAT High 7 850m long, 40m wide, runs 
WE, undulating, semi-rural, 
Lowland forest 

Road 
shoulder 
obstruction 

POINT LEO ROAD POINT LEO High 6 6.5km long, 40m wide, rises 
from Western Port to Red Hill 
through farmland and Herb-
rich Foothill Forest, follows 
ridgeline.  Trends NW-SE. 

Road 
shoulder 
obstruction 

POINT ROAD CRIB POINT High 8 950m long, 31m wide running 
NNE and is mainly flat. 
Vegetation is damp 
heathland, heathy woodland 
and damp sands in the 
northern half of the road 

Road 
envelope 
obstruction 

PONYARA ROAD MOUNT MARTHA High 6 725m long, running south-
east from Burdoo Way, 
starting at 15m wide 
increasing to 30m with a large 
increase in elevation. Only 
urban and paddock trees 
present 

Programmed 
intervention 
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High Priority Roads and Vegetation Assessment 

Road Name Locality Priority Vegetation 
Growth 
Rating1  

Brief description: length, 
topography, vegetation 

width and type 

Current 
Status of 

vegetation 
growth 

PORTSMOUTH ROAD BITTERN High 7 320m long, running south 
from Myers Road with a width 
of 15m on a flat contour. Only 
urban and paddock trees 
present 

Road 
envelope 
obstruction 

PURVES ROAD MAIN RIDGE High 5 5.6km long, 42m wide in most 
sections running N with large 
slope coming from N end. 
Areas of lowland forest, damp 
heathy woodland and riparian 
scrub 

  

RICKARDS ROAD MOOROODUC High 5 300m long, running south 
with a width of 20m and flat 
contour. Only urban and 
paddock trees present. 

  

ROBERTS ROAD MORNINGTON High 6 1.7km long, running south 
from Bungower Road with a 
width of 16m with an 
undulating elevation. Small 
amount of grassy woodland 
located in southern section 

Programmed 
intervention 

SANDY POINT ROAD BALNARRING High 8 6.5km long, 35 to 40m wide in 
most sections running ESE. 
Undulating slope that 
increases in the eastern 
section of the road. Some 
swamp scrub in the western 
section but mostly farmland 

Road 
shoulder 
obstruction 

SEAL ROCK AVENUE ARTHURS SEAT High 5 130m long running south 
from Arthurs Seat Road with a 
width of 15m and flat 
gradient. Only urban and 
paddock trees present 

  

SEAWIND LANE ARTHURS SEAT High 5 270m long, running S from 
Arthurs Seat Road with a 
width of 20m and decreasing 
elevation. Lowland forest 
present throughout length of 
road 

  

SHOREHAM ROAD SHOREHAM High 6 6km long, usually 40m wide, 
wider in parts, rises from 
Shoreham to Red Hill.  Trends 
NS and NW-SE through 
farmland and Lowland Forest. 

Road 
shoulder 
obstruction 

SHOTTON ROAD MOUNT ELIZA High 6 1.2km long, running ESE from 
Nepean HWY with a width of 
20m and decreasing 
elevation. Mostly just 
farmland surround the road  

  

SOUTH BEACH ROAD SOMERS High 9 6.5km long, 20m wide, runs 
NS, Grassy Woodland and 
pasture, flat. 

Road 
envelope 
obstruction 
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High Priority Roads and Vegetation Assessment 

Road Name Locality Priority Vegetation 
Growth 
Rating1  

Brief description: length, 
topography, vegetation 

width and type 

Current 
Status of 

vegetation 
growth 

SOUTH BOUNDARY ROAD 
EAST 

PEARCEDALE High 5 3.5km long, running south-
east before arching to east 
with width of 10m to middle 
of road (City of Casey 
boundary) and flat contours. 
Areas of damp sands 
woodland, plains grassy 
woodland and coastal 
saltmarsh. 

  

ST JOHNS WOOD ROAD BLAIRGOWRIE High 7 1.7km long, 40m wide runs 
SW to NE from Mornington 
Peninsula National Park to 
Port Phillip.  Coastal Alkaline 
Scrub with varying weed 
levels. Flat. 

Road 
shoulder 
obstruction 

ST PAULS ROAD SORRENTO High 6 1.5km long (including beach 
track) running south-west 
from Point Nepean Road with 
a width of 40m and 
undulating elevation. Areas of 
coastal alkaline scrub in 
middle and end sections.  

Road 
envelope 
obstruction 

STEANE AVENUE ARTHURS SEAT High 5 340m long, running west to 
dead end from Seawind Lane 
with a width of 14m and 
increasing elevation. Small 
areas of lowland forest 
present in middle and eastern 
parts. 

  

STUMPY GULLY ROAD BALNARRING High 9 17.4km long, 20m wide 
running N from Frankston-
Flinders Road. Areas of low 
lying forest and grassy 
woodland but mostly 
farmland 

Road 
shoulder 
obstruction 

SUMNER ROAD MOOROODUC High 5 950m long, running south-
east from Moorooduc HWY 
before ending with a width of 
21m and flat contours. 
Swamp scrub at entry from 
Moorooduc HWY. 

  

TASMAN DRIVE RYE High 5 1.1km long, 14m wide, runs 
SE-NW adjacent to National 
Park (Coast Alkaline Scrub) 
little vegetation within road 
reserve 

  

THE ESPLANADE CRIB POINT High 9 1.2km long, 15m wide, crest 
slope, runs north-south, mix 
between Urban/Paddock 
trees, Coastal Headland Scrub 
and Coast Banksia Woodland, 
residential one side foreshore 
other. 

Road 
envelope 
obstruction 
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High Priority Roads and Vegetation Assessment 

Road Name Locality Priority Vegetation 
Growth 
Rating1  

Brief description: length, 
topography, vegetation 

width and type 

Current 
Status of 

vegetation 
growth 

TOWER ROAD MOUNT ELIZA High 9 1.2km long, 20m wide, uphill 
from West to East, semi-
urban, with Urban/Paddock 
trees.  

Road 
envelope 
obstruction 

TRUEMANS ROAD FINGAL High 6 10km long, 40m wide runs NS 
from Port Phillip to 
Gunnamatta Beach through 
urban Tootgarook and 
rural/semi-rural Fingal.  Highly 
variable throughout.  
Vegetation to 15m wide in 
south.  Flat 

Road 
shoulder 
obstruction 

TUBBARUBBA ROAD MERRICKS NORTH High 6 4.9 km long, 40m wide, runs 
NE-SW for top half then NS, 
with undulating slope through 
rural area consisting of Damp 
Heathy Woodland 

Road 
shoulder 
obstruction 

TWO BAYS ROAD MOUNT ELIZA High 7 2.5km long, various road 
width, slopes uphill, from SW 
to NE then turns North, 
through forest and then into 
semi-urban, Grassy 
woodlands with some Gully 
Woodland. 

Road 
envelope 
obstruction 

TYABB-TOORADIN ROAD SOMERVILLE   5 6.5km long, usually 40m wide, 
trends SW to NE.  Variable 
vegetation, mainly open 
paddocks 

  

URQUHART CRESCENT BITTERN High 8 300m long running south-east 
from Frankston-Flinders Road 
before dog legging N with a 
width of 15m and flat 
contours. Lowland forest near 
dog leg. 

Road 
envelope 
obstruction 

VINEYARD LANE TUERONG High 5 1.1km long running east from 
Moorooduc HWY with a width 
of 20m with an undulating 
elevation. Grassy lowlands 
and swamp scrub make up 
the whole length of road.  

  

WHITE HILL ROAD RED HILL High 5 5km long, 30m wide, running 
south from Nepean HWY then 
trending NW-SE then final 
section NE-SE, crest curve, 
rural area consisting of 
Urban/Paddock trees and 
Lowland Forest  
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High Priority Roads and Vegetation Assessment 

Road Name Locality Priority Vegetation 
Growth 
Rating1  

Brief description: length, 
topography, vegetation 

width and type 

Current 
Status of 

vegetation 
growth 

WHITES ROAD ARTHURS SEAT High 5 2.1km long, with a width of 
20m moving east before going 
south and continuing east 
again. Undulating elevation 
reaching a minimum in middle 
part of road. Consists of damp 
heathy woodlands, swampy 
riparian woodland and 
lowland forest. 

  

WOOLLEYS ROAD BITTERN High 9 3.3km long, 20m wide, flat, 
trends East from Urquhart 
Avenue then NW-SE at 
Eastern end.  Open pastures, 
semi urban, to dense coastal 
vegetation 

Road 
envelope 
obstruction 

WOORALLA DRIVE MOUNT ELIZA High 8 3.5km long, 30m wide, rises 
steeply from Moorooduc Plain 
to Mt Eliza, dense Grassy 
Woodland to urban 
environment 

Road 
envelope 
obstruction 

 
1Vegetation Growth Rating explanation 
 
The roads were scored from 1 to 10.  The risk assessment is detailed and 
complex but in simple terms: 
 
Scores of 8-10 typically included vegetation growth into the road envelope 
Scores of 4-7 typically included vegetation growth into the road shoulder or 
obscuring road signs 
Scores of 1-3 indicate little intrusion of vegetation into the road corridor 
 
Dangerous trees (i.e. potentially unstable) were also assessed and contribute to 
the score for each road and will be addressed during the works program. 
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Appendix 2 – Road Priority Parameters  
 
The following parameters were used to identify the highest priority roads for works 
over five years. 

• Proximity of areas identified on the VFRR as extreme or very high risk 

• Vegetation structure and ability to promote the spread of fire  

• Width of roadside vegetation e.g. 0m-5m, 5m-10m, 10m-40m  

• Quantity of connected elevated fine fuels e.g. close growing shrubs with loose 
bark, fine oily leaves 

• Quality of vegetation and abundance of weed species including assessment of 
noxious weeds 

• Ecological Vegetation Class (EVC) present 

• Presence of rare species of flora/fauna 

• Presence of cultural or heritage values 

• Potential risk of erosion as an outcome of vegetation removal 

• Roadside assets present, such as drainage, utility assets 

• Requirements for permits to undertake works 

• Timing of other planned Shire works such as roadside mowing, tree cutbacks 
under the Road Management Act, road construction, noxious weed control. 

• Alignment – predominantly North-South or predominantly East-West 

• Road status e.g. local road, connecting road, highway 

• Character of landscape: e.g. density of housing, nature of vegetation, connectivity 
of road network 

• Topography. 
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Appendix 3 - Types of Works  
 
Fire management works have been and will be will be chosen from the following list: 

• 1a.In strategic locations along the road: Forestry mulcher (heavy duty mowing to 
reduce woody vegetation regrowth)  

• 1b. Along entire road: Forestry mulcher (heavy duty mowing to reduce woody 
vegetation regrowth)  
 

• 2a. In strategic locations along the road: Mechanical removal of dense fine living 
and dead elevated fuels to break horizontal and/or vertical fuel continuity 

• 2b. Along entire road: Mechanical removal of dense fine living and dead elevated 
fuels to break horizontal and/or vertical fuel continuity  
 

• 3a. In strategic locations along the road: Hand collection of fallen dead fine fuels 

• 3b. Along entire road: Hand collection of fallen dead fine fuels 
 

• 4a. In strategic locations along the road: woody weed removal 

• 4b. Along entire road: woody weed removal 
 

• 5a. In strategic locations along the road: vegetation cut-back 

• 5b. Along entire road: vegetation cut-back 
 

• 6. In strategic locations along the road: Prescribed (controlled) burn 

• 7. Dangerous tree management or removal 

• 8. Programmed mowing with set return intervals adjusted for the season 

• 9. Other 
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Appendix 4 - Five Year Works Program  
Note:  These works complement the extensive Shire roadside vegetation pruning 
program and roadside noxious weed control program and are subject to budget 
availability. 
 
 
2014/15 Proposed Works 

Forest Drive 3b. Along entire road: Hand collection of fallen dead fine fuels 

Park Road 5a. In strategic locations along the road: vegetation cut-back 

Merricks Road 4a. In strategic locations along the road: woody weed removal 

Canterbury-Jetty 
Road 

1a.In strategic locations along the road: Forestry mulcher (heavy duty 
mowing to reduce woody vegetation regrowth)  

Arthurs Seat Road 4b. Along entire road: woody weed removal 
Purves Road 4b. Along entire road: woody weed removal 

Waterfall Gully 
Road 

2a. In strategic locations along the road: Mechanical removal of dense fine 
living and dead elevated fuels to break horizontal and/or vertical fuel 
continuity 

Trig Point 4a. In strategic locations along the road: woody weed removal 

Ellerina Road 4a. In strategic locations along the road: woody weed removal 

St Johns Wood 
Road 

In strategic locations along the road: Forestry mulcher (heavy duty mowing 
to reduce woody vegetation regrowth)  

Sandy Road 
2a. In strategic locations along the road: Mechanical removal of dense fine 
living and dead elevated fuels to break horizontal and/or vertical fuel 
continuity 

Churchill Road 5b. Along entire road: vegetation cut-back 
Hearn Road Entire road: vegetation cut-back 
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2015/16 Proposed Works 

Hotham Road 5a. In strategic locations along the road: vegetation cut-back 

South Beach Road 4a. In strategic locations along the road: woody weed removal 

Merricks Beach 
Road 4a. In strategic locations along the road: woody weed removal 

Stumpy Gully Road 4a. In strategic locations along the road: woody weed removal 

Tubbarubba Road 4a. In strategic locations along the road: woody weed removal 

St Johns Wood 
Road 

In strategic locations along the road: Forestry mulcher (heavy duty mowing 
to reduce woody vegetation regrowth)  

Canterbury-Jetty 
Road 

In strategic locations along the road: Forestry mulcher (heavy duty mowing 
to reduce woody vegetation regrowth)  

Melbourne Road In strategic locations along the road: Forestry mulcher (heavy duty mowing 
to reduce woody vegetation regrowth)  

 
2016/17 Proposed Works 

Sandy Point Road 4a. In strategic locations along the road: woody weed removal 

Truemans Road 5a. In strategic locations along the road: vegetation cut-back 

Melbourne Road 5a. In strategic locations along the road: vegetation cut-back 

Point Leo Road 
(Frankston Flinders 
Rd to Shoreham 
Road) 

4a. In strategic locations along the road: woody weed removal 

Point Leo Road 
(Frankston Flinders 
Rd to beach) 

4a. In strategic locations along the road: woody weed removal 

Hughes Road 5a. In strategic locations along the road: vegetation cut-back 
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2017/18 Proposed Works 

Park Road 5a. In strategic locations along the road: vegetation cut-back 

Browns Road 4a. In strategic locations along the road: woody weed removal 

Truemans Road 5a. In strategic locations along the road: vegetation cut-back 

Harrisons Road 5a. In strategic locations along the road: vegetation cut-back 

Woolleys Road 5b. Along entire road: vegetation cut-back 

Bradford Road 5a. In strategic locations along the road: vegetation cut-back 

Other roads To be confirmed 
 
 

2018/19 Proposed Works 
Cape Schanck Road 5b. Along entire road: vegetation cut-back 

Forest Drive 4a. In strategic locations along the road: woody weed removal 

Hearn Road 5a. In strategic locations along the road: vegetation cut-back 

Melbourne Road In strategic locations along the road: Forestry mulcher (heavy duty mowing 
to reduce woody vegetation regrowth)  

St Johns Wood 
Road 

In strategic locations along the road: Forestry mulcher (heavy duty mowing 
to reduce woody vegetation regrowth)  

Sandy Road 
2a. In strategic locations along the road: Mechanical removal of dense fine 
living and dead elevated fuels to break horizontal and/or vertical fuel 
continuity 

Other roads  To be confirmed 
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Appendix 5 - Fire Risk Information 
 
The fire risk information examined by the working party and the Committee included: 

Victorian Fire Risk Register 
The Victorian Fire Risk Register is an analysis and record of all fire risk information 
supplied by agencies and is updated regularly.  For the Mornington Peninsula the 
register contains details of levels of risk and proposed actions of each agency to 
mitigate risk. 
 
http://www.royalcommission.vic.gov.au/ 
 

VicRoads Roadside Risk Assessment 
The starting point for the VicRoads Roadside Risk Assessment was the desktop 
analysis undertaken by fire scientists contracted by VicRoads to assess overall fire 
risk for each road based on assessment of detailed criteria for likelihood and 
consequence.   
 
http://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/Home 

Neighbourhood Safer Places (places of last resort) 
The Peninsula has 12 Neighbourhood Safer Places.  Neighbourhood Safer Places 
(NSP) are a place of last resort for people during bushfire. They exist for a time when 
an individual or family Bush Fire Survival Plan cannot be implemented or has failed.   
Assigning level of priority to roads took into account but does not guarantee the 
ability of residents and visitors to get to Neighbourhood Safer Places. The following 
is a list of Mornington Peninsula Shire adopted Neighbourhood Safe Places (A place 
of last resort). 

 

http://www.saferplaces.cfa.vic.gov.au/cfa/search/default.htm 
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Community Information Guides 
CFA Community Information Guides - Bushfire (formerly known as Township 
Protection Plans) are a key source of information for the community and an 
important tool to emphasise the shared responsibility between the community, fire 
services and local government. Guides have been developed for a number of 
communities statewide that are deemed to be at risk of bushfire or grassfire.  There 
are four guides for townships on the Peninsula.  These are Blairgowrie, 
McCrae/Arthurs Seat, Mount Martha, St Andrews Beach/Rye. 

http://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/plan-prepare/community-information-guides/ 

Bushfire Management Overlay 
The Bushfire Management Overlay (BMO) applies to land that may be significantly 
affected by a bushfire. The Bushfire Management Overlay triggers the need for a 
planning permit for certain developments and requires that new development 
implements appropriate bushfire protection measures.  In assigning levels of priority 
to roads the Committee cross-referenced BMO data with VFRR data. 
 
http://www.dpcd.vic.gov.au/planning/plansandpolicies/bushfire-planning-and-
building-resource/bushfire-management-overlay 
 

Local planning factors 
Participants from each agency contributed their own local knowledge of the condition 
of roadsides and several field trips were undertaken to gather and review data.  The 
Shire Parks and Roadsides Team gathered detailed data on the vegetation growth 
along all roads which is used in planned vegetation cutbacks to maintain a clear road 
envelope and as an initial assessment for roadside fire risk.  In planning the annual 
works program, further assessment will be made each year of each of the 
parameters identified in the section “Roadside vegetation works” 
 

Information from meetings with residents 
In determining roadside priority the Committee referred to community engagement 
information from the Mornington Peninsula Municipal Fire Management Plan, 
feedback from Fire Ready Victoria community meetings, feedback from fire walk and 
talks, and feedback from residents’ concerns registered with agencies through 
telephone calls and letters. 
 
http://www.ifmp.vic.gov.au/images/plans/sthmetro/municipal/mornington/Mornington_
Peninsula_Municipal_Fire_Management_Plan.pdf 
 

Historical fire data 
The CFA supplied all recorded data on fire ignitions that required the CFA to be 
called to attend.  This data was utilised in assessing road priorities and in 
determining works for each roadside. 
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Roadside vegetation significance data 
Roadside vegetation significance data is used in planning annual roadside works 
programs following the assignment of road priority.  The Shire has a wealth of flora 
and fauna data and all works seek to achieve both environmental and risk reduction 
outcomes.  The Shire is currently preparing a Biodiversity Action Plan which will 
inform planning of works contained within this plan.   
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