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Tiara Goodier

From: shape@mornpen.vic.gov.au
Sent: Thursday, 29 April 2021 5:00 PM
To: MPSC Budget
Subject: Form Submission

       

 

Form Submission 
 

There has been a submission of the form through your Shape our Future website. 

Applicant name 

Mechelle Cheers 

 

Contact number 

 

 

Email 

 

 

Address 

 

 

Short description of your project 

RCGA is requesting funding for 3 Rye projects - making the popular community 

built playground more inclusive, a parking assessment study for the retail area and 

infrastructure for a dog leash free area at the French Street Reserve. 

 

Would you like to make a simple or detailed budget submission? 
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Detailed 

 

Budget amount (if known) 

n/a 

 

Are you making the submission as an individual or club / group / 

organisation? 

Club / group / organisation 

 

Name of group / club / organisation 

Rye Community Group Alliance 

 

Does your group / club / organisation have an ABN? 

N/A 

 

Site location (if applicable) 

Refer submission 

 

How will this project make a difference to the community? 

See attached submission 

 

Do you plan to seek additional funding sources, i.e. grants, donations, etc. 

No 

 

Are there other community members, organisations, businesses, etc. that 

you are, or might, work with to help deliver this project? 

N/A 

 

Are there key stages, timelines of dates for this project? 

This is dependant of the Shire and allocation of work for relevant Shire Officers - 

see detailed submission 

 

Has funding previously been sought for this project? 

Submission No. 70



3

 

Yes 

 

Do you want to be heard at the S223 Hearing? 

Yes 

 

Additional submission details 

See attached detailed submission 

 

Submission attachment/s 

 RCGABudgetbid_20212022.pdf 

 

 

How did you find out about this consultation? 

Regular Council event 

 

All or any part of this submission will be made public and I have read the 

confidentiality statements 

I understand 

To view all of this form's submissions, visit 

https://shape.mornpen.vic.gov.au/index.php/dashboard/reports/forms_new/data/78 

  

  

 

This is not SPAM. You are receiving this message because you have submitted feedback or signed up to Shape 

our Future.  
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BUDGET BID 2021-2022 

The Rye Community Group Alliance (RCGA) thanks Council for the opportunity to present priorities 
for Rye community projects for inclusion in the 2021/2022 Council budget. Listed below are three 
important projects for Rye. One is related to making the playground more inclusive, another is 
concerned with parking management and the third is about a dog leash free area at the French 
Street Reserve. 

These projects are not projects for community to undertake but are projects that are a core part 
of Shire business and ones RCGA has put forward to the previous Council(s) the rejection of 2 of 
the projects was never made clear with the 3rd project never realised. So we ask again that the 3 
projects be considered as a priority for Shire action. Completion of all 3 projects will benefit the 
town as well as holiday makers, day trippers and dog owners. 

RCGA believes the relevant officers would be better placed than community to offer Council 
advice on the costings of the proposed budget bid items.  

1. COMMUNITY BUILD PLAYGROUND: this playground on the Rye foreshore is designated a 
district playground but in fact has the usage of a regional playground. RCGA has highlighted 
the inclusion and access issues previously including at the December 2020, Budget meeting. 
It is relevant to note, the Mornington Peninsula Tourism web site states: erroneously claims: 
…..A soft blue rubber path provides access for prams and wheelchairs without having to 
navigate tam bark ground coverings (see: 
https://www.visitmorningtonpeninsula.org/PlacesToGo/ParksPicnicSpots/LocalParksPlaygrounds/tabid/1512/Vie
w/5f619fbc2d29429543bf5a39/Rye-Foreshore-Reserve-Playground/Default.aspx ) 
 

The photos below show the reality! The black in the first photo is the small area of rubber 
matting that was originally red and note the build- up of bark. The second photo is meant to 
be the ‘blue’ navigable path. Even if it could be navigated the colour does not assist those with 
a visual disability. The tan bark makes it almost impossible for a parent wheeling a pram let 
alone a child or carer with a mobility issue. 

 

Rye Community Group Alliance 
 

 
Joining as one voice to benefit the Rye Community  
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We remind Council of its mandate: 
 

The Mornington Peninsula Shire (‘the Shire’) is committed to ensuring our communities are 
accessible and inclusive to all people across the lifespan. This includes ensuring equity for 
people with disabilities in accessing all that is available across our Shire – from our beautiful 
beaches and outdoor spaces to workplaces, events to shopping precincts (refer Disability 
Inclusion Plan, 2018 - 2022 page 5). 
 

RCGA requests funding is made available to resurface the entire playground area with high 
quality rubber flooring (eg see http://rubberfloor.com.au/) or an equally suitable surface. We 
believe this is a human rights issue and that all children regardless of their ability should have 
the opportunity to enjoy this wonderful play space. We have pursued this issue since 2015 
with 3 Councils so we are hopeful it will now be a case of 3rd time lucky!  

 
2. FORMAL ASSESSMENT OF THE PARKING SITUATION IN RYE: this request was raised with the 

previous Council in 2019. It is worth noting Rye has the most overnight stays of any town on 
the Peninsula. Currently there is limited on and off-street parking.  

 

The parking situation in Rye has not improved since we first raised the issue, and each year the 
volume of cars visiting the town increases. Not just at peak tourist/visitation times. The parking 
crisis is, of course, exacerbated during the peak summer to Easter periods when cars are 
parked illegally on multiple areas of the foreshore, vacant allotments and the boat/jet ski 
trailer car park.  
 

It is particularly important that alternative parking areas be investigated such as the Bay end of 
Weir and other side streets leading from the retail area. While the smart parking project has 
assisted with traffic management during the peak periods it has not identified alternative 
parking areas to relieve congestion around the retail area. To our knowledge Rye does not 
have a parking management plan yet, as mentioned above, is one of the busiest destinations 
on the Peninsula. 

 

We don’t believe this project would require a large amount of funding – perhaps in the vicinity 
of $15,000-$20,000. It is worth noting the following recommendations from the 2017 study: 
... further parking assessment will be necessary as ....to determine suitable parking management 
options to be developed to ensure suitable parking provision is maintained for the Rye town centre 
(refer Rye Parking Assessment Report, June 2017, p27).  
 

Considering the above, the RCGA seeks Council support for the allocation of funds for a 
detailed parking assessment of the Rye retail and foreshore areas. The data from this study 
would form the basis for a peak and off-season parking management plan. The proposed study 
could build on the smaller study (see above) that was completed during the development of 
the Rye Township Plan, 2017 thus making it cost effective.  
 

A parking management strategy is a logical progression from the Rye Township Plan, 2017 
rather than the current ad hoc decision-making surrounding parking along the Point Nepean 
Road side of the foreshore that results in blocking Bay views. 
 

3. LEASH-FREE AREA AT FRENCH STREET RESERVE: RCGA first requested that part of this 
decommissioned 7.2 hectare, Rye tip site be used for a leash-free dog area in 2016. This 
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suggestion was accepted as can be seen in the Master Plan developed for the site. The leash 
free area was to be fenced to protect the areas of vulnerable indigenous coastal alkaline scrub. 
 

Funding of around $130,000 was granted for bush rehabilitation which is well underway and 
for infrastructure such as paths of which we have no idea of what is happening.  
 

Due to the increase of dog owners during the COIVID lockdown period, the need for additional 
leash free areas is becoming quite urgent. No doubt Councillors across all Wards would be the 
recipients of complaints about dogs and the lack of adequate numbers of leash free areas. This 
site has been approved as a leash free area yet 5 years later is still awaiting funding for minor 
infrastructure!  
 

RCGA asks that Council consider making available funding for infrastructure for the agreed 
leash-free area (as per the Master Plan). 
 

Conclusion: RCGA again thanks Council for the opportunity to draw attention to outstanding Rye 
projects, the completion of which will make a difference to the local and wider community. 
 

We would also like to take the opportunity to say how supportive we are of the funding allocation 
for and identification of Peninsula wide high priority project areas. We look forward to seeing the 
finer detail on what will be carried out. 
 

Finally, RCGA suggests that in presenting the final budget to Community, Council considers making 
transparent the funding allocation against each of its multiple plans and strategies (eg the 
Disability Inclusion Plan, Arts and Culture Plan and the various Township Plans). We believe the 
budget will have more meaning and provide greater understanding to community as to where 
funds are allocated in any one year. 
 
 
 
 
 
Mechelle Cheers, 
On behalf of Rye Community Group Alliance 
April 2021 
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