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Mornington Peninsula Shire Budget Funding Proposals, 2021-22 
A Cape Schanck Neighbourhood Trail 

Submission prepared by Friends of Cape Schanck (FOCS) 
 
1.  Applicant Details 
 
Applicant:  Friends of Cape Schanck (FOCS) 
Contact Name:  Peter Cordia (FOCS Committee Member) 
Contact Number:   
Email:  
Address:  
Requested Budget Amount:  $25,000 
 
2. Outline of the proposed project 
 
We propose the development of a Cape Schanck Neighbourhood Trail to serve the needs of the local 
community and of tourists visiting the area (see attached map showing the trail proposal).   
 
In its final form, the trail would commence at the Fingal Picnic Area in Cape Schanck Rd, Cape 
Schanck, and extend north up the east side of Cape Schanck Rd to Boneo Rd and then eastwards 
along Boneo Rd to the Bushrangers Bay car park, where it would connect with the existing Two Bays 
walking trail which extends from Dromana to the Cape Schanck lighthouse reserve.  The total 
distance of the proposed trail would be about 4km.  Optionally, the trail could also be extended 
westwards along Boneo Rd from Cape Schanck Rd to the RACV resort (about 0.6km), and could also 
have a spur extending northwards from Boneo Rd up Long Point Gully Rd to join up with the existing 
network of walking trails in the Greens Bush area (about 1.2km).  
 
The trail would have an unmade dirt surface of the same standard as the other existing walking trails 
in the area (such as the Two Bays Trail and trails through the Greens Bush and Fingal Beach area).  It 
would fit within existing road reserves, traverses flat land and encounters no waterways or other 
obstacles requiring bridges or other structures.  Optionally, signage and markers could be added at 
various points along the trail highlighting aspects of the local environment and the history of 
indigenous and European settlement in the area. eg, Black’s corner, Barragunda Run, Greens Bush, 
Fingal Reserve and the Cape Schanck lighthouse. 
 
The construction of the trail could be staged over several years; this year’s budget allocation is 
proposed to cover the overall design of the trail and the clearing of the first stage along Cape 
Schanck Rd south from Boneo Rd.  Funds would be sought in future years to extend the trail to its 
final form. 
 
3. Goals and Benefits of the project 
 
Mornington Peninsula Shire has emphasised the importance of walking/biking trails for supporting 
recreation for local residents, and for attracting tourists to the region and boosting the local 
economy (see for example, its August 2019 report on the Bay trail).  The proposed Cape Schanck 
neighbourhood trail would provide significant benefits to both the local community of Cape Schanck 
and to tourists visiting the region. 
 
For local residents, the trail would provide a much-needed safe and pleasant walking environment 
for recreational walks.  There are no footpaths in Cape Schanck, and at present the road reserve in 
Cape Schanck Rd is either too rough or too densely-vegetated for walking, which means that 
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residents are forced to walk on the road shoulder, which is unpleasant and hazardous at the best of 
times, and too dangerous to be even attempted on weekends and during holiday periods. 
 
For tourists, the trail would provide a link to existing trails around Cape Schanck and service the 
needs of the very large number of tourists who visit this part of the peninsula.  The Shire’s 2019 Bay 
Trail report estimated that 40% of the visitors to the peninsula come to the southern peninsula 
region which includes Cape Schanck, far more than to any other part of the peninsula (page 25), and 
Cape Schanck and its lighthouse is one of the most popular attractions in the region; Parks Victoria 
estimates it attracts more than 350,000 visitors annually.  The key benefit of the trail from a tourism 
viewpoint is that it would link up at its southern end with the existing walking tracks from the Fingal 
Picnic Area to the lighthouse, to Fingal Beach and to Gunnamatta, while at its Bushrangers Bay end it 
would link up with the Two Bays Walking trail which goes south to Bushrangers Bay, and north to 
Greens Bush and on to Arthurs Seat and Dromana.  The trail would serve as the missing link between 
these other trails, and its completion would make available a range of circuit walks of from 5-15 kms 
along reasonably flat terrain and connecting most of the major visitor spots. 
 
The RACV could be approached to see if it would also contribute to the proposed trail.  In 
consultation with Parks Victoria, it has recently constructed a walking track from the southern end of 
RACV resort along Cape Schanck road to connect with Fingal Rd and the track to Fingal Beach; the 
proposed trail would connect with that trail and give their guests more options for walks in the area.  
 
After construction is completed the trail would need some basic ongoing annual maintenance of the 
kind provided for other walking tracks, but some of the simple routine maintenance tasks could be 
carried out by FOCS members in consultation with council workers. 
 
Peter Cordia from FOCS will attend the S223 hearing to speak to the proposal.    
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DASHED LINE shows the Main Trail Route 
DOTTED LINES show possible extensions to main route 
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