
From: Bella Blaher <bblaher@unimelb.edu.au> 
Sent: Monday, 26 April 2021 7:40 AM 
To: Corporate E-Mail Enquiries <customerservice@mornpen.vic.gov.au> 
Subject: 2021-22 Budget Submissions 

Hi 

As this appears to be the only way to submit feedback as I am not making a budget submission – why are the rates for 
vacant residential lands being changed to commercial & industrial vacant land rates? My vacant land, 266 Dromana 
Parade is in a residential zone, not a commercial zone but for some reason this piece of land is now deemed 
commercial & industrial. As such this could impact on water usage as there are trees and plants that are watered on 
this well cared property and now I have been informed that my rates will change from residential (which it is) to 
commercial (which it isn’t). I am not running a business on my vacant property to be deemed commercial.  

If my vacant property is now considered commercial & industrial, then, if I decide to open a business, there shouldn’t 
be any issues. How ridiculous that the council are changing the rates within a residential area to get more money. It is 
bullying me into either building or selling. After all the years that I have paid rates, I am not even entitled to a rubbish 
bin – I have to remove all garden waste and dispose of it in another way. My rates are higher than my mother’s 
property (270 Dromana Parade) which has a house on it – there is no capital improvement on my vacant land.  

From your Revenue and Rating Plan 2021-22, clause 1.4.2, under Equity: “Horizontal equity – ratepayers in similar 
situations should pay similar amounts of rates….” I am in a residential zone so I should pay residential rates. 

Please contact me to discuss this further. 

Regards 

Bella 
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