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Moving forward
Following a fire that destroyed the 
Somerville Recreation & Community 
Centre in May 2016 we committed to work 
with local residents and user groups to 
re-establish a community and recreation 
centre on the site.

Recent acts of vandalism and 
subsequent fires at the site have 
been disappointing.

Our officers continue to work closely 
with community groups, government 
agencies, insurers and other parties to 
ensure the best possible outcome for 
Somerville residents.

Get in touch
Call Councillor Support on 

 5950 1428 
 mornpen.vic.gov.au

Progress Update:
• Establishment of alternative 

premises for critical community 
services including the Youth Space 
at Fruitgrowers Reserve Pavilion; 
Somerville Maternal & Child Health at 
Hastings Community Health Centre; 
and a new fitness centre established 
at 1/13 Eramosa Road in Somerville.

• All sport and recreation user groups 
accommodated at temporary sites.

• We continue to work with insurers 
to replace the centre on a ‘like for like’ 
basis; however, design options are 
being considered to future-proof 
the facility.

• Alterations include rotation of the 
courts to enable future expansion, an 
alternative main entry point, and more 
flexible community spaces.

• Officers also continue to seek 
additional funding options, primarily 
through government grant programs 
to assist in the redevelopment plans.
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Message from Cr Julie Edge
Since my election in October 2016 my 
priorities for the next four years still 
remain at the forefront of everything I do. 
I want to work towards reducing crime 
in Watson Ward and on the peninsula. 
I would love to see CCTV cameras like 
the safe city cameras installed in our 
major townships with direct feeds to 
police stations around the area to fight 
crime and be a deterrent for future 
criminals. Safety is my priority and 
I want to protect what we have, the 
people who live here, and our future 
generations. I also want to increase 
emergency response for residents and 
save more lives as a result. I would love 
to see a purpose-built landing zone for 
aircraft, police, CFA and Air Ambulance 
for better emergency management. I’m 

about getting things done while moving 
forward not backwards.

I believe this new Council can lead 
the way in sustainability. We have 
the fabulous green wedge, beautiful 
coastlines and wonderful habitat-filled 
parklands that we can be proud of. I 
would like to ensure the Watson Ward 
and the peninsula remains the wonderful 
place to live that it is now.

I want to thank you for electing me into 
Council and I will endeavour to uphold 
these priorities and work for you to look 
after our ward, making it a safer and 
more beautiful place to live.

Cr Julie Edge 
Watson Ward

What’s On Watson
Somerville Family day
Monday 13 March 10am – 6pm

Fruit Growers Reserve, 
328 Jones Road, 
Somerville
FREE
(Fees apply to rides and some activities)

Let’s celebrate everything that makes 
our local area great and come together 
as a community at our Somerville Family 
Day. Our ward will be showcasing our 
skills and talents with over 90 stalls from 
community groups, local businesses, 
artists and local produce providers.

There are plenty of kids’ activities to 
enjoy including: two stages of live music 
and dance, basketball hoop displays, 
zorb balls, bungee trampolines, kids 
train and a pop up art marquee.

An important element of the day is 
the Somerville Citizen of the Year 
award which is a special feature 
that acknowledges a member of the 
community who is working hard to 
give something back. Cr Julie Edge is 
an advocate for this award and will be 
meeting the lucky recipient along with 
Mayor Bev Colomb.

The whole family can also enjoy live 
demonstrations from the CFA and the 
SES. All our emergency services play a 
large role in the safety and cohesion of 
our community and we’re pleased the 
Somerville Family Day will showcase all 
that the community has to offer.

Any proceeds raised on the day will 
be used to assist the Western Port 
Basketball Association replace their 
sporting equipment which was lost in 
the stadium blaze in 2016.

Proudly sponsored by
Mornington Peninsula Shire, 
OBrien Real Estate, 
Stellice Building Group, 
Walsh Conveyancing, 
Design to Print Solutions, 
Modern Visual Seaford, 
PWR Consulting, 
Signforce 
and CrossFit Hastings



Watson Ward News  3

Stronger links in the chain
Strengthening Families program
Our Communities That Care team assisted seven local 
Somerville families through a Strengthening Family 
Connections program.

The program focused on family skills and emotional 
connection training between parents and children and has 
proved to be effective in the following:

• Family conflict

• Emotional control

• Child social network

• Child behavioural problems

• Child emotional problems

• Parent quality of life

• Parental self-efficiency

• Angry and hostile parenting

Due to the success of this initial program, Strengthening 
Families will again be offered to schools in the Somerville, Tyabb 
and Baxter townships in 2017.

Kiri James 
 5950 1666. 
 mornpen.vic.gov.au/ctc

More than a band aid
Youth Mental Health First Aid training
We are offering first aid for mental health in a new initiative 
we’ve developed in collaboration with Headspace Frankston 
and other community sponsors.

The Youth Mental Health First Aid course aims to reduce the 
high rates of depressive symptoms that are impacting on 
young people in our ward. Course participants learn how to 
assist adolescents who may be developing a mental health 
problem or in a mental health crisis.

The course teaches:

• Adolescent development

• The signs and symptoms of the common mental health 
problems in young people

• Where and how to get help

• What sort of help has been shown by research to be effective

• How to provide first aid in a crisis situation.
Youth mental health across the Watson Ward has been assisted by funding from the 2016 Tyabb Air Show. 
Rebekah Popplewell 

 5950 1666
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Faces of volunteering
Giving something back to the community
Find out more about local Somerville resident Chris 
Standing and the volunteering work he does. 

 volmornpen.com.au/facesofvolunteering

Environmental Upgrade 
Agreements (EUAs)
EUAs are now available for local businesses to secure finance 
for environmental improvements and repay the loan through 
Council rates.

Eligible upgrade work includes a range of options such as solar 
panels, improved insulation and draft sealing, more efficient 
heating and cooling, rainwater storage and collection systems 
as well as improved hot water services and refrigeration.

The environmental upgrades reduce regular operational waste, 
water or energy costs and these savings from the building 
improvements can be used to cover your finance repayments.

EUAs can be set up in partnership with existing tenants so that 
cost-saving benefits can help both the building owner and tenant.

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/enviro-upgrades

Rooftop solar panel rollout
Three of our local halls, Somerville Mechanics Hall, 
Tyabb Hall and Baxter Hall have been selected for new 
or additional solar panels to be fitted. The project aims 

to maximise solar power on Shire owned and operated 
buildings to reduce utility costs and work towards our goals 
of carbon neutrality.

Clean & Green Peninsula
We are running a series of consultations about how we can 
protect our clean, green and natural environment.

We would like to know about how we can support you to 
reduce your carbon emissions and prepare you to handle 
changing environmental conditions.

Have your say
• Complete a survey before 21 March.

• Tell us your ideas at the yellow chatterbox trailer 
popping up in your area.

• Attend a fun, interactive workshop.

Please visit our website to complete a survey or register 
your interest in the workshops.

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/cleanandgreen

Volunteering opportunities
Somerville Community House 
Marketing and administration 
We’re in need of an experienced person to pull together 
our collateral and publications in-line with our brand. 
The position will then be required to update our publicity 
regularly for campaigns to ensure maximum promotion.

Wesley Aged Care Services – Somerville 
Social support volunteer 
Our client would like a female volunteer who would be 
available fortnightly on either Thursday or Friday for drives 
and afternoon tea. Volunteers are required to have a 
licence and be happy to use their own car for transport

 volmornpen.com.au
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Somerville 
Recreation 
Centre
Following the fire in May 2016, we 
continue to work with the architects to 
prepare the sports stadium to make 
sure its fit-for-purpose with modern 
standards.

After the fire – did you know we:

• Secured the area one hour 
after the fire.

• Spoke with all 26 user groups within 
24 hours to assist with relocation.

• Relocated Somerville Community 
House and Western Port Basketball 
Association (admin) to nearby shops 
in Somerville.

• Met with Western Port Basketball 
Association on several occasions 
and assisted in relocating them 
to other stadium venues within 
the peninsula.

• Relocated the group fitness 
programs to Somerville Health & 
Fitness Studio just 22 days 
after the event.

• Met with affected staff and relocated 
12 Sport & Leisure staff to Civic 
Reserve Recreation Centre and 
Pelican Park Recreation Centre in 
similar or same roles.

• Moved maternal child health services 
to Hastings and completed home 
visits for those that didn’t have 
transport access.

• Hosted several community 
consultation and drop in sessions 
following the event.

Fruit Growers 
Machinery Shed
Designs are being considered 
to replace the existing open air 
structure which holds the historical 
fruit harvesting machinery. A new 
weather-proof shed will replace it 
and will include display windows and 
interpretive signage.

Annie Sage 
Community 
Centre
Works on refurbishment were completed 
more than one month ahead of schedule. 
Somerville Community House relocated 
to this facility on 2 November 2016 to 
take advantage of the larger space and 
facilities. The Victorian State Labour 
Government contributed $270,000 
towards this project through its Interface 
Growth Fund.

Clairmont 
Reserve 
playground
Works are soon to commence on 
the replacement of the existing play 
equipment and construction of a new 
accessible playground. Elements will 
include flying fox, swing set, slide, 
climbing cube and other equipment. 
The playground is expected to be 
completed by May 2017.

Upcoming 
building works

• Somerville Football club unisex 
amenity upgrade

• Somerville Football clubroom 
water upgrade

• Somerville Senior Citizen 
Blacks Camp fire main and 
air-conditioning upgrade

Pedestrian 
Strategy 
implementation
We have completed minor footpath 
improvements near the roundabout 
at Frankston-Flinders Road and 
Eramosa Road.

Pottery Road 
intersection 
improvements
Improvements are being undertaken 
on the Pottery Road and Jones Road 
intersection to facilitate safer turning 
movements in and out of Pottery 
Road.

Grant Road 
footpath design
Our Footpath Construction Strategy 
identified the proposed footpath on 
Grant Road between Guelph Street 
and the YMCA as a high priority. The 
proposed footpath is 240m long and 
2m wide and will provide safer access 
for pedestrians. The construction is 
anticipated to start next financial year.
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Minor intersection improvement works
Deanswood Drive 
/ Chesterfield Road
Following concerns from residents, 
a traffic island was constructed to 
improve road safety at the intersection of 
Deanswood Drive and Chesterfield Road 
in Somerville.

Bungower Road 
/ Jones Road 
Roundabout
The completed road safety improvement 
works included modification to reduce 
vehicle speed at the approach to the 
roundabout. The project was funded 
through the federal government’s 
National Black Spot program.

Kinlora Drive 
/ Peter Kent Drive
Our Traffic and Transport team has 
received ongoing concerns about 
speeding vehicles in Kinlora Drive. We 
undertake weekly traffic counts to collect 
a range of data. We’ve found that over 
280 vehicles per day travelling in excess 
of the speed limit. We’ll undertake some 
minor traffic management works to 
reduce the speed and work is due to be 
completed soon.

TYABB 
– Work 
& projects
Bunguyan Reserve 
Master Plan
New lighting on the netball courts, senior 
oval and upgrading the power supply to 
the reserve will enable night training and 
competitions. An additional $150,000 
from a recent federal government 
election commitment will also be used 
towards female friendly facilities at 
Bunguyan Reserve.

BAXTER 
– Works 
& projects
Advocating for 
roundabout upgrades
We have been working alongside Inghams 
Poultry to urge the state government to fund 
roundabout improvement works at Grant 
Road / Baxter-Tooradin Road to improve 
safety and reduce the number of accidents. 
Our advocacy has led to VicRoads 
preparing a business case for the upgrade 
works. If the case is successful we expect 
to announce plans in May 2017.

Upcoming 
building work
Tyabb Preschool

• Roof Replacement 
(Completed)

• Shelving replacement 
Aircon upgrade

• Security system update

Safer local roads
We’ve resurfaced 
13,233sqm of road
Binnak Way, Moorooduc , Thomas Street, 
Baxter, Diane Court, Somerville, Meadow 
View Road, Somerville, Lawrence Street, 
Somerville and Vanessa Court, Somerville

We’re renewing footpath 
and kerbs
Frankston-Flinders Road, Tyabb, Clarke 
Close, Somerville, Meadow View Road, 
Somerville, Island View Drive, Tyabb, 
McLaurin Drive, Tyabb.

We’ve restored 
10,347sqm of road
Tyabb-Tooradin Road, Tyabb 
and O’Neills Road, Tyabb
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Seedlings from Sages:
Nurtured by people with different abilities
We recently awarded a Community 
Support Grant to Wallara Australia to 
support their training program Seedlings 
from Sages offered at Sages Cottage 
Farm, Baxter.

The exciting new program will provide 
adults with disabilities the chance to 
learn propagation and other aspects 
of horticulture. Fruit, vegetables and 
herbs grown on the farm will be used in 
garden-to-plate and healthy eating and 
cooking programs. They will also be 
sold at Mornington Main Street Market, 

providing retail training, customer service 
and social inclusion opportunities.

The grant will enable the construction of 
a new purpose built polyhouse on the 
grounds of the farm that will provide easy 
access for people who are wheelchair 
bound. The polyhouse will allow for the 
production of more plants and will be 
overseen by expert horticulturalists who 
will provide ongoing advice and direction.

The next round of Community support 
grants will be open from August 2017. 

 wallara.com.au

Planting the seeds of remembrance
Anzac Memorial Garden
Somerville Primary School opened 
their Anzac Memorial Garden last year 
after successfully being awarded a 
placemaking grant for the project. The 
Memorial Garden was established to 
commemorate past students that served 
in WW1. There are 10 poppy mosaics in 
the garden that represent the Somerville 
Primary School Anzacs who did not 
return. The roses planted in the garden 
are the Gallipoli Centenary Rose. Tricia 
Folvig our Senior Social Planner, Place 
Facilitation and Community Development 

Officer attended the opening of the 
garden and was proud that both 
students and the community embraced 
the importance of the commemoration.

L-R (picture)

Solider: Greg Nicholls, Tricia Folvig 
Mornington Peninsula Shire, Sue Goodall 
Principal at the time Somerville Primary 
School, Jo Atkins Teacher Somerville 
Primary School, Sergeant “H” Morgan 
(22 years service)

100 years of Anzac 
Anzac centenary 2014 – 2018
Anzac Day 25 April
Somerville dawn service 
Time: 6am 
Assemble at cenotaph at 
Fruit Growers Reserve

Tyabb dawn service 
Time: 5.45am 
Assemble at cenotaph at Tyabb 
Recreation Reserve

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/anzacday

Tyabb Preschool Edible Garden
Tyabb preschool, managed by Community Kinder’s Plus was 
awarded a Community Placemaking Grant to plant an edible 
garden in a large unused space in the playground. Many 
children believe that food comes from their local supermarket 
so by having the responsibility of caring for the vegetables and 
using the crops for meals, they will have more knowledge of a 
variety of food sources.

One of the outcomes of this project will be increased links with 
the Preschool and wider community members who have an 
interest in gardening and local businesses which will provide 
plants, seedlings and soil to support the project. 
Placemaking Grants close 29 March 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/placemakinggrants



8  Watson Ward News

Best Bites
Our food awards program – Best Bites – assesses 
local food businesses on the measures they are taking 
to provide safe and healthy food; use environmentally 
sustainable business practices; and provide safe and 
accessible food premises.

Watson Ward is proud to 
have two finalists in the 
2017 Best Bites Awards:-

Best Café:
Tilly’s at Tyabb

Best Take Away:
Be Fit Food Somerville

The finalists in each Best Bites category will be judged 
over the next few months, with the winners announced 
in May 2017.

The 2017 Best Bites Food Guide – which lists more than 
400 local food businesses serving safe, healthy and 
sustainable food – is now available free from our customer 
service centres, libraries, tourism centres and online.

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/bestbites

Robyn Cross – Tilly’s Café

(L – R) Bree Murray (Dietician), Kate Save (Co-Director) – Be Fit Food


