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Work has now been completed on more 
than 100 metres of cliffs at Tassels Cove, 
Safety Beach that were eroding. Works to 
stabilise the cliffs included construction of 
a rock revetment to stabilise the toe of the 
cliff and battering the face of the cliff to 
reduce the risk of collapse. The works were 
vital to guarantee public safety near the 

cliff area following erosion over the years. 
The project was delivered in two stages to 
minimse disruption for users of the beach 
and walking track. To see our progress 
videos on the works completed please see 
our website. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/tasselscove

Play away the day!
The Jetty Road playspace which opened 
last summer as part of Destination 
Rosebud, has proved a hit with the kids. 
The playspace located opposite the pier 

includes slides, swings and a flying fox 
and is built from natural materials such as 
boulders, timber, earth mounds, tree logs 
and plants.

To find out more about the Destination Rosebud project see page 3.

Safe cliffs  
at Safety Beach



2  Seawinds Ward News

Traditional Aboriginal culture was 
showcased at Rosebud’s Southern 
Peninsula Arts Centre where a special 
ancient ceremony ‘Welcome Bubup to 
Country’ was held in September. Bubup 
means baby in Boon Wurrung language.

The ceremony was attended by more 
than 70 parents, grandparents, great-
grandparents, children and guests from 
across the region. Families walked 
through sacred smoke and were 
welcomed onto country by N’arweet 
Carolyn Briggs, Boon Wurrung Elder. 
This was followed by a ceremonial dance 

and didgeridoo performance. Each child 
was personally welcomed by N’arweet 
Carolyn Briggs, painted with ochre and 
presented with a personalised certificate 
and cultural gift.

The aim of the Welcome Bubup to 
Country ceremony is about connecting 
our families to culture and community, 
to rebuild confidence and pride about 
who we are. There is research evidence 
relating to the importance of culture 
and our overall wellbeing. The more we 
learn and practice culture – the health 
outcomes of our people improve. This 

ceremony was a wonderful example 
of this, creating a positive cultural 
experience for all.

This significant event was the first time 
since European settlement that this 
ceremony has been performed on the 
Mornington Peninsula (Boon Wurrung/
Bunurong country).

Proud supporters of this event were 
Department of Health and Human Services 
Koolin Balit Strategy, Mornington Peninsula 
Shire and Ngwala Willabong Ltd.

Seawinds Hub exceeds national standard
Councillor Antonella Celi presented a Mayoral Commendation 
to the Seawinds Kindergarten and Early Learning Centre 
for exceeding the National Quality Standard issued by the 
Department of Education. The kindergarten exceeded in each 
of the seven department standards. Seawinds Early Learning 
Centre, a community-based, non-profit program, offers 
families high-quality education and care for children from 
six months old in an all-in-one environment. Free parenting 

information sessions are offered, along with professional 
development sessions throughout the year, creating a holistic 
service to the community.

Seawinds Early Learning Centre 
11a Allambi Avenue, Capel Sound 

 5982 2204 
 seawindscommunityhub.com.au

Members of the Seawinds Early Learning Centre and Community Hub with Seawinds Ward Councillor Antonella Celi, 
Seawinds Board Chair Juanita Aitken, and Seawinds Hub CEO Heather Barton AM.

L-R: Juanita Aitken, Ali, Cath, Pru, Sarah, Melindie, Lucy-Anne, Amy, Cr Antonella Celi, Heather Barton.

Welcome Bubup!



Seawinds Ward News  3

Jetty Road Streetscape
The final stage of works to convert 
Jetty Road into a shared streetscape, 
linking to the newly developed Jetty 
Road forecourt and pier precinct is now 
complete. The new streetscape provides 
a flexible, pedestrian-priority space 

that serves as a primary gateway to the 
Rosebud Foreshore. It also provides a 
two-way vehicle carriageway, delineated 
parking spaces, new street and 
aesthetic lighting, streetscape seating 
and landscape planting.

The 2018 
Cobs Peninsula 
Film Festival 
program includes:

Friday 9 February
Official Opening Night ($10 per person). 
7.30pm – 10.30pm

Come and enjoy our Oz Indie 
Showcase followed by our launch party. 
Tickets are only $10 per person and 
include the movie and opening night 
drinks and nibbles. 
Tickets are limited

Saturday 10 February
Peninsula Film Festival @ Village 
Green, Rosebud 
4pm – 10.30pm (films screen from 7pm)

Grab a picnic blanket, some friends and 
come sit under the stars to watch up to 
20 short films screened and judged live 
on the night by a panel of celebrities. 
This event is FREE and hosted by the 
peninsula’s own Mick Molloy! No BYO.

Sunday 11 February
Peninsula Film Festival Sunday 
Sessions ($10 per person)

Enjoy an Australian movie followed 
by a Q&A with the star, producer or 
director. Join in the Peninsula Film 
Festival speed networking event where 
anyone with an idea for a film can meet 
like minded individuals and swap, 
share and pitch their idea! Ticket price 
includes movie and speed networking 
event. Book via: 

 peninsulafilmfestival.com.au

Destination Rosebud
The Destination Rosebud project, supported 
by the Victorian Government, involves a 
range of integrated work to provide a much-

needed boost to the local area. To find out 
more please see our website: 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/destinationrosebud

Making an entrance in Rosebud
Visit the ‘Sails’ and ‘Helix Wave’ 
sculptures in Rosebud where innovative 
Melbourne artist, Matthew Harding’s 
large-scale sculptures stand proud. 
Marking both the western and eastern 
entrances to Rosebud along Point 
Nepean Road, the sculptures represent 
the history of the township and the 
stricken Rosebud cargo vessel of 1855 
synonymous with the township’s name. 
Far from being a cliché of building a 
boat, Harding used the reclaimed timber 
from the Rosebud Pier to create two 
entirely different but related pieces that 
capture both the calm and tempestuous 
essence of the bay. Commissioned as 
part of Destination Rosebud placemaking 
project, the sculptures will become iconic 
to the identity of Rosebud township 
welcoming visitors and residents alike and 
fostering stronger relationships between 
Rosebud’s businesses, community and 
visitors; its history and connection to the 
coastal environment.

To find out more about the artist, 
the sculpture and our Destination 
Rosebud project: 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/gatewaysculpture

Village Green and Soundshell
Works have been completed to restore the Soundshell closer to its original condition 
and revive it for community use. Both the Soundshell and The Village Green have 
been equipped with an improved power supply for events, most noticeably the Cobs 
Peninsula Film Festival that hosts thousands of avid film fans each year.
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Changing places for  
female sport
In May 2017 we opened the completed unisex/female-
friendly change rooms at the Dromana Recreation Reserve 
pavilion. The Shire lead the project and contributed $320,000 
with a further $150,000 funding contribution by the federal 
government’s Community Development Regional Grants 
Program. The existing change rooms were refurbished and 
included improvements to the umpire’s and official’s changing 
areas and establishment of new toilet amenities for the clubs 
social rooms. The project was part of the Shire’s Pavilion 
Strategy and was accelerated in response to the rapid 
increase in female participation at the reserve. We thank the 
members of the Dromana Football Netball Club, the Dromana 
Junior Football club and the Dromana Cricket Club for their 
input throughout this project.

Dromana Township Plan
Thank you to our community who attended our consultation 
workshops and had their say online on the future of Dromana 
as we develop the Dromana Township Plan. The plan will set 
out the long-term strategic vision for the town, providing a 
review of built form relevant to the Town Centre.

Some of the topics to be considered by the plan include:

• Heights and setbacks

• View lines and vistas

• Existing and future built form precincts

• Areas of potential change

• Key sites

A draft Dromana Township Plan will be prepared and presented 
to Council proceeding a public exhibition early-mid next year. 
During public exhibition, you will be invited to review the draft 
plan and provide submissions detailing your thoughts and 
opinions to Council. Any submissions received will be reviewed 
along with the draft plan itself. This review may lead to changes 
to the plan prior to its consideration by Council for adoption. 
Once the Plan is adopted it will form the basis of any future 
changes to the Mornington Peninsula Planning Scheme to 
introduce planning controls to guide development in Dromana.

Toilet refurbishment
The Dromana Community Hall will be closed from mid-January 
2018 through to mid-February for refurbishment works to the 
existing toilets. The works will reconfigure the existing male and 
female toilet block to include a wheelchair accessible toilet/
parents room. Other works include replacement of fixtures and 
fittings, new floor and wall linings, and a new ceiling.

Charles Street  
footpath design
As part of our footpath construction Strategy plans are being 
developed for the construction of a footpath along Charles Street 
in Dromana. The 1.5-metre-wide path is being developed to 
improve pedestrian safety and support mobility access in the area.

The Hon Greg Hunt, Minister for Health and Sport, 
Seawinds Ward Councillors, Shire CEO and members of 
the Dromana Football Club.

Dromana Men’s Shed
This project was possible thanks to the support of Mornington 
Peninsula Shire ($57,000), the Federal Government’s Stronger 
Communities Grant 2015-16 through Greg Hunt’s Office 
($20,000), solar panels from the Federal Government’s Solar 
Communities Grant 2016 ($5,800) and numerous local service 
clubs. The shed is located at the Dromana Recreation Reserve 

– between the freeway and tennis courts. Men’s Sheds are 
community places where men come together to connect socially 
to reduce isolation and engage in meaningful projects and 
activities. Thank you to the group who persistently advocated for 
and achieved this significant facility.

(L-R): Rick Plummer Dromana Men’s Shed President, Councillor Simon Brooks, Martin Dixon State Member for Nepean, Councillor 
Antonella Celi, Councillor Rosie Clark, and Greg Hunt MP Federal Member for Flinders and Minster for Health and Sport.
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Muir Court Pump Station, 
Rosebud
We are working in partnership with Melbourne Water to 
construct a flood barrier and pump station to protect houses in 
Muir Court from regular flooding from Chinamans Creek. Initial 
investigations show the best solution will include installation of 
a 50-litre-per-second pump station behind the flood barrier. This 
solution will provide protection up to the 1 in 100-year Average 
Recurrence Interval (ARI) storm event. The project is currently in 
the detailed design phase.

Shining ‘light’ on dark 
spots
We’ve brought light to hard-to-reach spots in Capel Sound by 
introducing innovative solar-powered bollard lighting systems. 
The vERTIAIC Bollard systems have been introduced and are 
expected to achieve savings in the order of $20,000-$30,000 
over conventional electrical lights. These new lights are great, 
particularly in large, open spaces like the parking strip along 
Capel Avenue in Capel Sound. The new lights are capable of 
providing light for 10-12 hours. The bollards are designed to 
withstand high winds, fire and vandalism. We will continue to look 
for ways to reduce our carbon footprint and to reduce our own 
impact on the environment.

One of the new solar-powered bollard lights in Capel Sound.

Netball Court Design, 
Capel Sound
We’re currently undertaking detailed design for 
reconstruction of the existing netball courts at 
Truemans Road Recreation Reserve. These courts 
will primarily be used by the Tootgarook Netball 
Club. The courts will be surfaced with acrylic, lit 
with LED lighting to night training levels, have 
coach boxes on five courts and be fully compliant 
with Netball Victoria guidelines. This project is 
currently in concept design phase. The detailed 
design is expected to be completed by April 2018.

Morgan Street – Rosebud
Morgan Street has recently had its kerb and footpath infrastructure 
renewed as part of our commitment to providing community 
assets of the highest quality. The works were constructed via the 
annual kerb and channel renewal and footpath renewal programs 
in liaison with Downer and Future Civil contractors.

Rambles & rhymes
Eleven poetry pillars have been installed along the bay trail at 
Safety Beach with short poems about local people, animals, 
plants, seaside and history relating to Safety Beach. The 
project is a great interactive experience for visitors and locals 
and has been developed as part of our Placemaking Program 
in conjunction with Safety Beach Foreshore Landscape 
Committee. The poetry pillars are environmentally sustainable 
and made from recycled plastic. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/poetrypillars

Rosebud Bowls Club 
masterplan
Council is currently preparing the Rosebud Bowls Club 
masterplan, which will outline the future use and development 
of the Rosebud bowls club, as well as the foreshore reserve 
area surrounding the club. Council will be working closely 
with all relevant stakeholders over the 
coming months and will use 
the feedback to further 
develop the plan. More 
information on how you 
can have your say will be 
coming soon.Tom McCullough of the Safety Beach Foreshore and 

Landscape Committee Inc at the launch of the Poetry Pillars.
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Rosebud Aquatic Centre
Council continues to develop a detailed business case based on 
three concept plan options:

• 25-metre indoor pool,

• 50-metre indoor pool and

• 50-metre outdoor pool.

All concept plan options feature associated health, fitness and 
wellbeing facilities and will provide for traditional aquatic pool 
programs including training, school competitions, education, 
health and fitness and special events.

The concepts also show several health, fitness and wellness 
components such as a multi-purpose room for health and fitness 
classes, a wellness centre, a café offering high-quality food, 
learn-to-swim pool and warm water program pool, and disability 
access ramps to the pools.

Thank you to our community who had their say on the concept 
plans. The detailed business case report will be brought back to 
Council in December 2017. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/rosebudpool
Pictured above: Concept 2 – indoor 50m pool

Wannaeue ice skating rink
The Frozen Wonderland 

ice skating rink will be 
held at Rosebud Central 
Shopping Centre at 

Wannaeue Place 
during the summer 
school holidays.

The ice rink will be operating in the former 
Ritchies supermarket store, near the 
Rosebud library and is a family focused 
activity providing 1.5 hour sessions daily, 
from 9.30am to 8.30pm, except 

New Year’s Day and Australia Day. The 
centre traders will be open for business 
and Joe’s Central Café will have extended 
hours to cater for ice skating patrons. 

 frozenwonderland.com.au

Olympic Reserve, Rosebud
A $3 million development of a new pavilion will see new change 
rooms added to meet the increased demand of sporting activities 
at the popular reserve. Construction works are scheduled to 
commence February 2018.
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Southern Peninsula Fresh 
Food Program
Southern Peninsula Community Support and Information Centre, 
(SPCSIC) in Rosebud works with ‘SecondBite’ to provide fresh food 
on the Southern Mornington Peninsula.  The program delivers two 
services:  fresh food delivery to agencies and fresh food delivery to 
the community.  Community members who have difficulty accessing 
fresh fruit and vegetables can attend the program at Rosebud 
Memorial Hall from 10:30am every Monday (except public holidays) 
and Dromana Community House from 10.30am every Wednesday.  
Agencies wishing to arrange to collect food from the program must 
register with Second Bite online. 

 secondbite.org 
 spcsic.org 
 5986 1285

Increase your bird 
spotting skills
The Australasian Bittern, Botaurus poiciloptilus, is a nationally 
endangered waterbird that inhabits Tootgarook Wetlands, the 
largest ground water dependant ecosystems in the region. 
This cryptic species is often hard to spot as it is particularly 
good at camouflaging and requires relatively undisturbed 
freshwater wetlands where they breed in densely vegetated 
areas and feed on eels, frogs and yabbies. In recent years the 
local volunteer group, the Friends of Tootgarook Wetlands, 
have studied the Bittern to determine its range and behaviour.

To help protect the Bittern’s habitat, the Mornington Peninsula 
Shire in association with volunteers have been targeting key 
threats including environmental weeds and pest animals. 
We’re also developing a Tootgarook Wetlands Management 
Plan which recognises the significance of the wetlands  
and will help protect its inhabitants such as the  
Australasian Bittern.

If you would like to assist the Friends of Tootgarook Wetland 
Reserves, or join the network of Mornington Peninsula Friends 
Groups please contact our Natural Systems Team: 

 5950 1356.

Our ward has the 
Best Bites
Congratulations to all our finalists and 
winners at this year’s Best Bites awards.

Best Takeaway 
La Casa Nostra Deli, Rosebud.

People’s Choice Award 
Laneway Espresso in Dromana.

We caught up with business owners Sue and Phil from La Casa 
Nostra Deli, Rosebud before the launch of the Best Bites Food 
Guide to ask them a few questions…

How has winning helped your business?

To be included in the food guide that is available all over the 
peninsula and on-line is great publicity for us. Our customers 
have enjoyed seeing our faces in the local media and the Best 
Bites branded endorsement signage on our shop window has 
helped showcase our win.

Why are the Best Bites Awards important to the local 
food industry?

Best Bites highlight the food businesses that are striving 
to improve in a range of categories such as health, safety, 
sustainability and access. With the Peninsula having a large 
variety of food businesses on offer, it’s great to be recognised 
within this initiative.

The Best Bites Food Guide also features Mornington Peninsula 
Produce food producers to support sustainable, local foods.

The 2018 Best Bites Food Guide – which lists local food 
businesses that have received Best Bites certification, is now 
available at all Shire customer service and tourism centres and 
on-line at: 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/bestbites
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Be safe this season!
The Shire works with all local liquor licensees and venues to 
uphold the Southern Peninsula Liquor Accord and promote the 
responsible serving of alcohol to encourage community safety in 
our venues. By minimising alcohol-related harm and anti-social 
behaviour around licensed venues, residents and tourists alike 
can enjoy their social outing in a safe and responsible way.

Rosebud Shopping 
Precinct Streetscape 
Improvements
We’re planning to upgrade the streetscape between Sixth 
Avenue and Jetty Road, Rosebud. We want to hear from you 
about what types of improvements you would like to see 
considered in the project. Your feedback will guide Council 
when designing the streetscape and the priorities for the 
street improvement. Contact us with your ideas or find us on 
the street between Norm Clark Walk and Rosebud Parade on 
the following dates:

Community ideas sessions 
Thursday 14 December 
11.30am – 1.30pm,

Saturday 16 December 
10.30am – 12.30pm,

 5950 1048 
 recreation.planning@mornpen.vic.gov.au
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You are 
HERE!

AUSTRALIA

DAY
on the peninsula

1 Hastings 
Emu Plains Market

2 Mount Eliza 
CFA truck

3 Mornington 
Street parade

4 Dromana 
Live music

5 Rye 
Fireworks 

6 Rosebud 
Fun Run

7 Sorrento 
Lawn Bowls

8 Sorrento-Portsea RSL 
FREE BBQ

Key highlights

For full details on what each Township 
has to offer, visit: 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/australiaday

1

2

3

4
5

7
8

6

Pocket  
Guide

Australia Day is a day for all to come 
together and celebrate what it means to be 
an Australian.  The Mornington Peninsula 
Shire is proud to bring and support a range 
of festivities for the community and visitors 
to celebrate Australia Day.    

Wherever you are on the Peninsula there 
are loads of activities to enjoy, markets, 
live entertainment, FREE BBQ’s and FREE 
kid’s activities.  Official proceedings with a 
flag raising ceremony, national anthem and 
speeches from Australia Day Ambassadors 
for every event, along with the Australia 
Day Award winners being announced at a 
celebration held in Rosebud.  

There will be something for everyone  
this Australia Day.

Your 
pocket 
guide
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Grab your December edition of Peninsula Wide, pull out the Pocket 
Guide to see what’s on in the Seawinds Ward on Australia Day.

The Eagle has turned one!
A party was held on the weekend of the 9-10 December to 
celebrate this popular landmark’s milestone. Entertainment 
included party food, balloon animals, entertainers and 
performers, bubbles on the deck and of course, cake!

Visit the state-of-the-art gondola at the Arthurs Seat Eagle and fly 
over the state forest to the highest point of our peninsula. You will 
be torn between looking at the breathtaking view across the bay 
to the city and spotting wildlife as you soar high above the trees. 
Either way you have a bird’s eye view!

1085 Arthurs Seat Road, Dromana, 3936 
 aseagle.com.au

Foreshore camping
Pick up a copy of our 2018 foreshore camping mag for 
helpful advice about how to make the most of your stay at our 
campsites. The magazine includes information about anti-
social campsite behaviour, keeping your kid’s safe, how to 
apply for a peak-season site, free events and info about Code 
Red days during summer.

Try a staycation
Did you know that many of our regular foreshore campers 
are peninsula residents? We have many sites available for 
the ‘post peak season’ (27 January – 29 April) with very 
affordable package rates. For more info call our foreshore 
camping office.

Office contact details
Private Bag 1000, Rosebud 3939 

 5950 1011 
 1300 850 600 (24-hour customer service) 
 mpfc@mornpen.vic.gov.au 
 mornpen.vic.gov.au
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Welcome
Mornington Peninsula foreshore camping

Safety • Conditions • Events • Activities

Your 
spot this
season?
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