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Powerful new upgrade for the ward
United Energy is undertaking a power 
line replacement program in the ward. 
The work will see Voltage power lines with 
newer technology.

This project follows a series of small fires 
that broke out in the Main Ridge area in 
November 2015 which were  caused by 
the explosion of faulty power lines, known 
as High Voltage Aerial Bundled Cabling 
(HVABC). Although these fires were quickly 
contained by local CFA teams, residents 
were concerned that a recurrence in 
extreme weather conditions could result in 
catastrophic outcomes.

After a vigorous community campaign 
led by local resident Peter Hercules, 
United Energy agreed to replace the 
entire ABC powerline on Main Creek 
Road by December 2016 and a broader 
replacement program for surrounding 
areas by the end of 2017.

United Energy CEO, Tony Narvaez is 
mindful of how disruptive work of this nature 
can be and is grateful to the Mornington 
Peninsula Shire Council for our support.

For information about work in your area  
 unitedenergy.com.au

Get in touch
Councillor Support 5950 1428.

For all your concerns,  
I recommend you contact 
Customer Services. Your call will 
be logged, a response number 
will be given and actions taken.

 customerservice@mornpen.gov.au 
 5950 1000 / 1300 850 600
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Message from Tim Wood
Councillor for Red Hill Ward
Since my election in a by-election two years ago, my primary 
focus has been to increase budget allocations for the Ward, 
lower speed limits on some of our dangerous roads and 
improve the level of council services.

The 2016/17 Budget has been made public and can be viewed 
on the website. To obtain some insight into what gains the 
Red Hill Ward has made since 2014, it is pleasing to see that 
the value of Capital Works for 2015-16 rose to $4,970,000, up 
from $2,150,000 for 2014-15 and $427,000 for 2013-14. This is 
18.7%, 6.6% and 1.4% respectively for those years of the entire 
Shire’s Capital Works budget.

Making roads safer has met with success by the lowering of 
speed limits in the Ward. However, there is still further work to 
be done and the process is complex when major roads are 
controlled by Vic Roads.

Bringing services in line with the expectations of ratepayers is 
an ongoing challenge. Covering 47% of the entire Shire, the 
Red Hill Ward covers parts of Rye in the west, Flinders to the 

south and a section of HMAS Cerberus to the east. Its wide 
diversity of areas matches no other in this municipality.

From rural working farms and vineyards, to premier tourist 
attractions and village communities, a high level of services 
are required to maintain our roads, drains and vegetation. To 
fast-track your concerns, I encourage you to contact Customer 
Service on 1300 850 600 or email customerservice@mornpen.
vic.gov.au, who in turn will engage the appropriate officer to 
attend to all enquiries.

By way of reaching out to communities across the Ward, I 
established RAMs (Residents’ Associations Meetings) which 
I chair regularly in the conference room at the Shire Office in 
Rosebud. Up to 12 associations and groups continue to send 
representatives to discuss and resolve concerns and issues 
at these meetings. Additionally, I make Mondays available for 
individual ratepayers who wish to meet with me.

 mornpen.vic.gov.au

Mornington Peninsula Design Projects
Our Ward has been selected to undertake a pilot study to 
establish a set of standards and guidelines that will regulate 
the design of future developments in Red Hill. Further work 
will also take place in the other coastal towns and villages 
within the Ward.

Protecting township character and promoting good design are 
key issues raised by the community and Council has funded 
projects to address these issues and to improve design quality 
across the Shire.

Two of the major projects involve:

• A review of the Shire’s current residential development 
controls to ensure that the protection of neighbourhood 
and township character is properly addressed; particularly 
in the Shire’s coastal and rural villages. This will include 
consideration of changes to the planning scheme, 
including the possible introduction of the Neighbourhood 
Residential Zone in some areas.

• An assessment of those elements and design attributes that 
contribute to the character, attraction and function of the 
Peninsula’s town and village centres and associated design 
improvement plans, policies and design guidelines

Both projects will include community consultation and 
opportunities for public comment.

Please contact the Strategic Projects team on 5950 1967  
for further information
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New sports pavilion for Balnarring Recreation Reserve

Andrew Davey – President Saints Balnarring Cricket Club, 
Red Hill Ward Councillor Tim Wood, Bernie Kleinig – Saints Balnarring Cricket Club.

A new sports pavilion will be constructed 
at Balnarring Recreation Reserve to 
provide facilities for the junior football, 
cricket and netball clubs.

We have awarded a tender for the 
construction of a new $2.5m sports 
pavilion at the reserve.

The current pavilion accommodates the 
Balnarring Junior Football Club and the 
Balnarring Senior Cricket Club. With the 
recent completion of the netball courts 
nearby, the Balnarring Netball Club will 
also base their operations at the pavilion 
once it’s completed. New cricket nets were 
also recently installed at the reserve.

I believe the clubs teams will only become 
stronger and will benefit from the much-
improved pavilion.

The new pavilion will meet the needs of 
these clubs by delivering a fantastic new 
building with social room, multi-purpose 
change rooms, unisex toilet and shower 
facilities, office, store rooms, kitchen/
kiosk, first aid room, accessible toilets and 
external public toilets.

The project includes external landscaping, 
vehicle and pedestrian access ways and 
upgrading of utilities to the site. It will 
incorporate many sustainable design 
features such as low-energy lighting, 
heating and cooling; natural lighting 
and ventilation; water-efficient taps and 
cisterns; and rainwater tanks.

I thank the members from the Balnarring 
Junior Football, Cricket and Netball Clubs 
for their inspiration and input throughout 
the planning process, and know they’re 
looking forward to their clubs’ new home. 
We expect works to start before the end of 
the year, and be finished by April 2017.

To minimise disruption to the users 
and local sporting competitions, we 
will provide temporary facilities and 
amenity portables for the duration of 
the building works.
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Replacement of Shands Road Bridge, 
Stony Creek – Main Ridge
Shands Road remains closed from Tucks 
Road to Shoreham Road as the works 
to replace the old bridge continues. The 
old bridge was reaching its end of life 
cycle and the structure was a narrow two 
lane bridge, with a timber deck and steel 
sub-structure. The new bridge is being 
constructed to current design standards 
and will cater for immediate and future 
needs. Works on the new bridge include 
concrete piles, concrete abutments, steel 
sub-structure, concrete decking slab 
with asphalt overlay, concrete approach 
slabs, steel barriers and guardrail, 

widening of the approaches to match the 
existing road width, appropriate signage 
and line-marking and creek bed and 
embankment treatments to prevent and 
control erosion.

These works are being funded through 
‘Roads to Recovery’ with an allocated 
project budget of $600,000.

The contract for the bridge replacement 
has been awarded to Civil Bridge & Wharf 
P/L. Construction work has commenced 
with bridge elements currently being pre-
fabricated offsite. Upon site establishment 

of the contractor, the old bridge will be 
decommissioned and removed. It is 
anticipated the bridge replacement works 
will be completed by October 2016.

Property owners along Shands Road and 
Tucks Road have been contacted and 
advised of these works. Local property 
access will be maintained.

A traffic management plan and advisory 
traffic signage has been implemented 
within the area advising of the road closure 
and the pending construction works.
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Tasman Road 
Reconstruction 
– Somers
Construction is due to begin soon to 
reconstruct Tasman Road in Somers 
between Camp Hill Road and Evans 
Street. Works include both widening 
and upgrades to the pavement, 
construction of a concrete kerb, and 
associated drainage, line marking 
and signage.

The project has cost around 
$800,000 and is funded as part of 
the Shire’s Federal Government 
Roads to Recovery allocation.

Works are estimated to be  
completed in December 2016.

Toilet block 
upgrade 
– Somers
Work has begun to demolish and 
replace the public toilet facility at the 
Somers Foreshore Reserve (near the 
General Store). The new facility will 
include a unisex, all access cubicle 
and separate unisex ambulant 
cubicles. Temporary toilet facilities 
have been provided for the public 
during the construction works.

Junction Road 
Shared Trail 
– Merricks
The goal of this project is to provide 
a safe and picturesque alternative 
route to Frankston-Flinders Road 
between Balnarring and Merricks.

Fencing has been completed to 
secure the unused section of road 
reserve between Junction Road, 
Balnarring Beach and Merricks 
Beach Road, Merricks Beach. A trail 
has been cleared along Frankston-
Flinders Road between Merricks 
Beach Road and Merricks Station 
Reserve. This trail completes 
the Red Hill Rail Trail, allowing 
equestrian and mountain bike riders 
to travel safely from Bittern Station 
to Red Hill Station Reserve, the trail 
head of the Mornington Peninsula.

Red Hill Station Reserve  
Playspace & Picnic Area
Works at Red Hill Station Reserve to create a new nature-oriented playspace, 
barbecue and picnic area with shelter have been completed. A trail head area with 
shelter, bike and hitching rails have also been included in the project. More than 
2000 indigenous plants have been planted and interpretative signs with a map of 
the shared trail network and other information will be installed in the coming months.

This project has been jointly funded by the Shire and a Department of Environment, 
Land, Water and Planning (DELWP) Communities for Nature grant secured by the 
Manton and Stony Creeks Landcare group.

Red Hill Bike Skills Park – Red Hill
The Red Hill Bike Skills Park will consist of a number of lines designed to test 
and improve the confidence, control and safety of riders of varying skill levels. 
Approximately 200 meters from the trail head of the Mornington Peninsula, this 
facility is ideally located for recreational users and the Red Hill Riders to practise 
before heading off along the shared trail network to Arthurs Seat State Park and 
other challenging trails. The Park will include a jumps track with wall-ride, balance 
course lines and a raised board-walk style trail. Railway sleepers and logs from 
trees felled onsite will feature in the constructed obstacles. Construction of the Bike 
Park began in late May and is now complete.
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Pedestrian Safety Crossings on Cook Street – Flinders
Two new zebra crossing points with flashing lights, flood lighting, 
access pathways and associated landscaping is due to commence 
soon upon approval from Vic Roads. We consulted with the Flinders 
Community Association to identify the safety features needed for the 

crossing and detailed plans were completed. As part of this project, 
complementary lighting of the public art sculpture within the Cook 
Street roundabout will also be completed.

Best Bites Food Awards Winners
We were delighted to boast so many winners in the 
2015 Best Bites Food Awards. Congratulations to 
Hummingbird Eco Retreat Red Hill who were joint 
winners of Restaurant of the Year.

Other winners included
Café of the Year  
– Merricks General Wine Store 
Bed and Breakfast  
– Harmony Bed and Breakfast Fingal 
Innovation  
– Mock Orchards in Red Hill 
People’s Choice Award  
– Foxey’s Hangout in Red Hill

Poisonous mushroom  
warning
Poisonous mushrooms, including 
Death Cap mushrooms and Yellow-
staining mushrooms are currently 
growing in and around Red Hill Ward 
as a result of recent heavy rains.

Extreme caution is advised when 
picking and consuming wild 
mushrooms – if in doubt, don’t 
consume.

Please also be aware that cooking, 
peeling or drying these mushrooms 
does not remove or inactivate the 
poison. If you suspect that you or 
your child has eaten a poisonous 
mushroom do not wait for symptoms 
to occur before seeking medical 
attention. It is advised to provide a 
sample of the mushroom consumed 
if possible to ensure it is properly 
identified.Contact the Victorian  
Poisons Information Centre 
immediately on 131 126.
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Roadsides Fire Management Plan
We adopted a multi-agency plan in 
December 2014 to identify high priority 
roadsides vulnerable to bushfires due 
to large areas of vegetation. The plan 
has a list of around 100 high priority 
roadsides that were decided upon 
due to their importance of access and 
egress of large volumes of vehicles and 
emergency services. We are now into the 
third year of our five year works plan.

We have completed works to reduce 
risk in the following areas:

Arthurs Seat Rd, Red Hill 
Meakins Rd, Flinders 
Merricks Rd, Merricks 
Point Leo Rd, Red Hill South 
Purves Rd, Arthurs Seat 

Works planned for 2017:

Arthurs Seat Rd, Red Hill 
Byrnes Rd, Shoreham 
Point Leo Rd, Point Leo 
Meakins Rd, Flinders

Emergency kit
I initiated the ‘Are you prepared for an 
emergency?’ kit after being impressed 
by the Alpine Shire’s own Emergency Kit 
while visiting the area.

We worked closely with the emergency 
management sector to ensure a similar 
kit was distributed to fire-prone areas 
and in time for the 2015/16 fire season. 
The first printing of 1,500 copies was 
snapped up quickly at main shopping 
hubs across the Ward.

The prime purpose of the kit is to raise 
awareness of possible emergency 
situations and how to source valuable 
information from emergency services 
and the CFA.

Further printing and distribution will occur 
in time for this summer.

New Strategic Water Tank  
for Fire Fighting
We are currently delivering an additional 
new strategic water tank for firefighting 
purposes at Eatons Cutting Road 
Reserve, Red Hill. This new tank will hold 
60,000 litres of water as well as being 
equipped with the CFA fittings to ensure 
fast access to the water in the event of a 
bushfire.

There are already existing tanks at the OT 
Dam entrance to Arthurs Seat State Park 
and at the corner of Pindara Boulevard 
and Arthurs Seat Road. These tanks are 
strategically located to provide a rapid 
water source for the CFA. In the areas of 

Arthurs Seat, Red Hill, Red Hill South and 
Main Ridge there is no reticulated water 
supply meaning access to static water 
supplies is critically important.

The new tank at Eatons Cutting will be 
completed before the commencement 
of the upcoming fire season and will 
improve local brigades’ response. Which 
in turn enhances community safety.

KEY WARNINGS 
EXPLAINED

ADVICE 
An incident is occurring or has occurred in the area. Access information and monitor conditions.

WATCH AND ACT 
An emergency is heading toward you. Conditions are changing and you need to take action now to protect yourself  and your family.

EMERGENCY WARNING You are in imminent danger and need to take action now. You will be impacted.

EVACUATION 
Evacuation is recommended  or procedures are in place  to evacuate.

ALL CLEAR 
Emergency activity in the area has subsided and is no longer a danger to you.

YOUR CHECKLIST
 Check through and practice your Emergency Plan with family members.
 Check your emergency kit has appropriate clothing for emergencies.
 Do you have a back-up plan?
 Do you have a safer location,  ie. with friends or family?
 Check your emergency kit and  restock where needed.
 Check equipment – pumps, hoses & 

 
 Clean gutters and down pipes.
 Clear vegetation from around  the house.
 Check insurance policies and store important documents and valuables in a storage container for easy removal.
 Check on your neighbours and friends – discuss your emergency plan with them.

EMERGENCY
Police, Fire or Ambulance  Ring 000 Mobile 112 TTY 106

 
or time critical situation. DO NOT assume others will do this. Be prepared to describe your location as accurately as possible. Your mobile phone only shows call-takers your  

billing address, not your current GPS location.
If you see smoke, check the planned burns map before calling Triple Zero (000). DO NOT call Triple Zero (000)  

for information, as the operator will not be able to provide it. For information, visit www.emergency.vic.gov.au.FIRE

 1800 240 667  1800 668 511 www.cfa.vic.gov.au
Department of Environment, Land,  136 186 www.delwp.vic.gov.au
Water and Planning (DELWP)  Parks Victoria (Information & Emergency Calls) 131 963 www.parkweb.vic.gov.auSTORM & FLOOD
State Emergency Service  132 500 www.ses.vic.gov.au
State Flood and Storm Information Line 1300 842 737WEATHER WARNINGS
Weather advice  03 9669 4916 www.bom.gov.au
Flood and Weather Warnings  1300 659 217VICROADS

  131 170 www.vicroads.vic.gov.auCOMMUNICATIONS
Emergency Broadcaster  ABC 774AM Mornington Peninsula Shire  1300 850 600 www.mornpen.vic.gov.au
Poison Centre  131 126 (24 hours)HEALTH & WELLBEING
Nurse on Call  1300 606 024 (24 hours)
Lifeline 

 131 114 (24 hour crisis support)
Kids Help Line  1800 551 800 (24 hour crisis support)UTILITIES – SERVICE & FAULTSUnited Energy  Electrical faults & emergencies 132 099 
Multinet  

Gas faults & emergencies 132 691
South East Water  Water faults & emergencies 132 812ANIMAL WELFARE
Wildlife Victoria  1300 094 535WHOMP (Wildlife Help on the Mornington Peninsula) 0417 380 687 or 0417 395 883
AWARE (Australian Wildlife Assistance 0412 433 727 Rescue & Education)

REPORT ARSON
Reduce Suspicious Fires – Seen Something? Know Something? Say Something. • Be observant in your local area

• Take note of suspicious people and vehicles in your area • Report any vehicle dropping cigarette butts out of the window • Report the description of any vehicles (including registration numbers)  

 or call Triple Zero (000) in an emergency

ARE YOU PREPARED  FOR AN EMERGENCY?Your safety is your responsibility

EM
ERG

EN
CY IN

FO
RM

ATIO
N

 – M
O

RN
IN

G
TO

N
 PEN

IN
SU

LA

VicEmergency provides the community with a single source of emergency information  and warnings.

Mornington Peninsula Shire Private Bag 1000 
Rosebud VIC 3939

Customer Service: 1300 850 600 Website: www.mornpen.vic.gov.au Photos by Yanni

WHO CAN HELP?  
EMERGENCY CONTACTS www.emergency.vic.gov.au

Stay aware of the Fire Danger Rating and know what to do

KEY WARNINGS EXPLAINED
ADVICE An incident is occurring or has 

occurred in the area. Access 
information and monitor 
conditions.

WATCH AND ACT 
An emergency is heading 
toward you. Conditions are 
changing and you need to 

take action now to protect yourself  

and your family.

EMERGENCY WARNING 
You are in imminent danger 
and need to take action now. 

You will be impacted.EVACUATION Evacuation is recommended  

or procedures are in place  
to evacuate.

ALL CLEAR Emergency activity in the area 

has subsided and is no longer 

a danger to you.

YOUR CHECKLIST Check through and practice your 

Emergency Plan with family 

members. Check your emergency kit 
has appropriate clothing for 
emergencies. Do you have a back-up plan?

 Do you have a safer location,  

ie. with friends or family?
 Check your emergency kit and  
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 Check equipment – pumps, hoses & 
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or time critical situation. DO NOT assume others will do this. 

Be prepared to describe your location as accurately as possible. Your mobile phone only shows call-takers your  

billing address, not your current GPS location.

If you see smoke, check the planned burns map before calling Triple Zero (000). DO NOT call Triple Zero (000)  

for information, as the operator will not be able to provide it. For information, visit www.emergency.vic.gov.au.
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1300 606 024 (24 hours)
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131 114 (24 hour crisis support)
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UTILITIES – SERVICE & FAULTS
United Energy  

Electrical faults & emergencies 

132 099 

Multinet  

Gas faults & emergencies 

132 691

South East Water  

Water faults & emergencies 

132 812
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WHOMP (Wildlife Help on the Mornington Peninsula) 0417 380 687 or 0417 395 883
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REPORT ARSON Reduce Suspicious Fires – Seen Something? Know Something? Say Something.

• Be observant in your local area

• Take note of suspicious people and vehicles in your area

• Report any vehicle dropping cigarette butts out of the window

• Report the description of any vehicles (including registration numbers)  

 

or call Triple Zero (000) in an emergency
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VicEmergency provides the 
community with a single source 

of emergency information  
and warnings.

Mornington Peninsula Shire 

Private Bag 1000 Rosebud VIC 3939
Customer Service: 1300 850 600 

Website: www.mornpen.vic.gov.au 

Photos by Yanni

WHO CAN HELP?  EMERGENCY CONTACTS
www.emergency.vic.gov.au

Stay aware of the Fire Danger 
Rating and know what to do
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Towards Zero
In April we moved to become the first 
council to align itself with the TACs 
Towards Zero Road Safety Strategy.

At a shire meeting with Vic Roads last 
year, I was shocked to learn that in 
2014 the Mornington Peninsula Shire 
was ranked first out of 79 Victorian 
municipalities in terms of the number of 
fatalities. There were ten deaths and 103 
persons who sustained serious injuries.

In 2015, Vic Roads reported eight 
fatalities and 103 serious injuries, a 
ranking of equal third in the State. There 
were seven fatalities recorded in the first 
half of this year.

A Vic Roads 2010-2014 overview 
showed 1560 crashes occurred within 
the boundaries of the Mornington 
Peninsula Shire, with 39 persons killed, 
608 persons seriously injured and 1422 
persons sustaining minor injuries.

I think these are appalling statistics 
and it shows there is a real need for 
us to work collaboratively with State 
authorities in an effort to bring these 
figures down.

I have been able to reduce speed limits on 
some roads in the Red Hill Ward, and have 
also requested a reduction to 80km/h on  
Pt Leo Road and Sandy Point Road.

The hazardous Warrawee Road triangle at 
Balnarring is still waiting to be modified by 
Vic Roads. The reduction to 60 km/h north 
bound into Balnarring has improved road 
safety at this end of the village.

The scenic winding Boneo Road from 
Flinders to Rosebud, currently at 
100km/h, is another stretch that needs 
to be reduced.


