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Set amongst the idyllic environs of Shoreham 
beach, Camp Buxton was established 
by the YMCA in 1925 as a holiday camp 
for children—particularly boys from 
underprivileged backgrounds—on land 
generously donated by the Buxton family. 
The Young’s, Cyril and his younger brother 
Ivan, were respected members of the YMCA 
and dedicated Camp Buxton workers, with 
Cyril being appointed as Chairman of the 
Camp Buxton Committee in 1938. Both 
brothers enlisted to join Australia’s military 
efforts following the advent of World War II; 
Ivan, serving with the RAAF as a Pilot Officer, 
was shot down over Alamein in June 1942, 
and Cyril, a Captain in the Australian Army, 
died as a prisoner of war in 1945.

The outdoor chapel at Camp Buxton was 
erected in 1945 to honour Cyril Young and 
those locals who had served in the armed 
forces. Constructed by YMCA ex-servicemen, 
senior boys and local tradesmen, the 
memorial was fashioned from Moorooduc 
stone, with rows of Jarrah topped pews 

flanking the masonry rostrum and lectern 
funded by a donation from the Young family, 
who dedicated the pulpit to the memory of 
Ivan Young. When it opened on the 22nd 
of December 1951, the small stone chapel 
sat in a clearing below the shade of nearby 
trees, blending naturally with the surrounding 
bushland, and became an integral part of 
camp life in the years that followed. 

After decades of neglect, Council recently 
pledged to protect the historic site by 
acquiring the private parcel of land the 
chapel partly stands upon due to a past 
subdivision and consolidating it into Buxton 
Reserve. This decision will allow us to better 
help community members to restore this 
historic memorial without the possibility of the 
land being sold. I recently had the pleasure 
of meeting with three generations of Cyril 
Young’s relatives and the family are delighted 
that the chapel is to be owned and restored 
by Mornington Peninsula Shire Council with 
the help of the Shoreham Community. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/openairchapel

A new beginning for historic 
Buxton Open Air Chapel

Cr David Gill celebrates the future of Camp Buxton Open Air Chapel 
with three generations of the Young family. 
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As Red Hill Ward Councillor, I have been privileged to work 
alongside so many local people with genuine concern 
and awareness about issues affecting our community. 
Our ten associations and friends groups from all over the 
ward, comprising 50% of the total peninsula with just one 
councillor, raise many matters with Council. These volunteer 
representatives of our community and many other individuals 
are helping to promote: 

• Protection of the Green Wedge through amendments to the 
Shire’s planning scheme. The Mornington Peninsula Green 
Wedge Management Plan 2018 will soon be available for 
public comment

• Coastal Village character protection strategies, for which 
Council studies have commenced

• A fair share of Council infrastructure and resources in the 
Shire budget despite most councillors coming from the 
highly populated Port Phillip side of the Shire. Fingers 
crossed for our overdue community projects

• Awareness of population pressure with state government 
projections of Melbourne city growing from four to eight 
million people by 2051, and the government declaring 
the Mornington Peninsula to be part of the Metropolitan 
Planning Zone. The council is fighting against the state 
government’s imposing of city planning regulations onto the 

local planning scheme in a policy decision that may vastly 
increase population density on the Mornington Peninsula

• Council awareness of the need to provide low cost halls 
and facilities and practical assistance to volunteers who are 
the lifeblood of our community. A new fairer fee structure 
has been developed

• Proper maintenance of our roads and safer driving speeds 
on Red Hill Ward rural roads that were never designed 
to cope with our increased population and the volume 
of tourists visiting our many attractions. An advocacy 
campaign to convince VicRoads and the state government 
to improve our road system is underway

In the last quarter, out of seventy-nine state wide 
municipalities,13% of all planning permits were issued in our 
Shire. With this rate of development, we must be careful to 
prevent insensitive development from destroying the very 
reasons we value the peninsula. We need to tighten regulations 
in our planning scheme, protect our environment and only 
promote developments that improve Red Hill Ward. We must 
maintain the 70% to 30% balance of rural to residential land on 
the peninsula by keeping in place the urban growth boundary 
around our towns and villages.

Regards, 
Cr David Gill

FIELD NOTES:  
Red-capped plovers
Once a mainstay on the beaches of 
Western Port, local populations of 
red-capped plovers are now at risk 
due to coastal development, shoreline 
traffic and other animals. Hatched 
chicks remain flightless for thirty days 
and many are killed by off-leash dogs, 
foxes or feral cats before they ever get 
the chance to fly. We need to protect 
these kinds of at risk native birds while 
we have the chance. Red-capped 
plovers are a canary in a coalmine, of 
sorts, indicating the ecological health 
of a beach; by creating conditions that 
keep our feathery friends safe, we’re 
also safeguarding the biodiversity of our 
most vulnerable ecosystems.        

Bridging missing links
Biolinks aim to reconnect fragmented remnants of indigenous vegetation on private 
properties to create wildlife corridors on the Mornington Peninsula. Biolink zones are 
developed for biodiversity conservation in areas where the ecological connectivity 
is capable of being restored to provide space for native species and ecological 
communities. The local Landcare network have been involved in producing seven 
plans with funding from the Natural Resources Conservation League. In 2018, 
Biolink Plans will be developed for Manton and Stony Creek catchment and the 
Merricks and Coolart Creek catchment. This is a great way to help the survival of our 
wildlife thanks to the work of our many Landcare volunteers!
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FIELD NOTES: Chicory
One of three historic chicory kilns 
on the Mornington Peninsula, this 
circa-1800s vestige of Victoria’s 
chicory trade is still standing proud 
in Merricks North. Chicory was 
grown for use as a coffee substitute 
and additive throughout Victoria 
until the 1960s. Southern Victoria, 
particularly the areas around 
Western Port, provided an ideal 
temperate climate for the plant, the 
roots of which were dried in kilns 
and later transported to facilities in 
Melbourne for processing.

With some 192km of coastline, hectares of bushland 
reserves and rich farmland, much of the peninsula 
is zoned Green Wedge—approximately 520km2, or 
around 70% of the total Shire area. We are fortunate 
to call this part of the world home and a considerable 
portion of it is protected for a reason. 

As a biosphere reserve, our region features areas 
of local and international significance, including 185 
protected native bushland reserves, landscapes 
classified by the National Trust and several wetlands 
recognised by international treaties. It is also a 
productive food region with a long agricultural 
tradition, and a major supply source for stable and 
high-quality water. These natural resources, which 
are likely to become even more significant over time 
due to a warming climate and population growth, are 
extremely vulnerable to change or neglect.

To live on the Mornington Peninsula is to appreciate 
what makes it both unique and vulnerable—it is not 
suburbia and, for those planning to live within the 
Green Wedge and coastal villages, we ask that you 
don’t bring suburbia with you and do not expect us to 
change into a suburb!

The Mornington Peninsula  
Green Wedge

Melbourne’s food bowl 
under threat
The Mornington Peninsula is Melbourne’s food bowl, with a $1 
billion agricultural output and the third highest production value in 
Victoria. As Melbourne’s population has increased, its demand 
for food has increased; at the same time, pressure to provide 
housing to support a growing population has diminished land 
traditionally reserved for food production. It is more important 
than ever that our shrinking agricultural fringe is safeguarded. 
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Tootgarook Wetland possesses exceptionally high 
environmental and cultural values and supports more than 
240 indigenous plant species, including several vulnerable 
vegetation classes and threatened flora like the terrestrial 
orchid Leafy Greenhood (Pterostylis cucullata). It’s also 
home to around 120 bird species, providing habitat for the 
endangered Australasian Bittern (Botaurus poiciloptilus), and 
supports several threatened reptiles and many species of fish.

Extending from Capel Sound in the north to Boneo and 
Fingal in the south, a sizeable portion of the wetland’s 
southern expanse is in Red Hill Ward. In mid-January the 
Shire compulsorily acquired a privately held 70-acre lot 
within the Wetland area, located between Chinamans Creek 
and Truemans Road, to integrate into the protected Wetland 
area. We are now implementing a long-term management 
plan to prevent future degradation and preserve this 
valuable wetland.

SURPRISING STATISTIC: Swimming pools
Did you know that despite possessing over 190km of coastline 
(approximately 10% of the Victorian seaboard) the Mornington 
Peninsula is home to approximately 15,000 private swimming 
pools? The most in any Victorian municipality! 

Protecting our waterways
Our waterways provide vital habitat and support for native 
plants and animals; when a dam is built on a watercourse, 
vulnerable habitats can be lost through inundation, the clearing 
of instream and riparian vegetation, reduced downstream flows, 
water quality and/or water temperature and might result in 
local extinctions of flora and fauna. Each year, there are many 
instances of people either deliberately or unknowingly taking 
water wrongfully or without authorisation, be that failing to 
properly acquire a license to build a dam or bore, or improperly 
managing private water catchments. Under the Water Act 
1989, a licence is required to divert water from the peninsula’s 
waterways for private or commercial purposes. Should a dam 
fail, its owner may be held legally liable for all associated 
damage. The onus is on the individual to ensure their dam is 
properly constructed and adequately maintained.  

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/planningadvice

Red Hill wastewater systems study
Many properties in Red Hill ward rely on on-site domestic 
treatment plants, including septic tanks. A 2008 audit by the Shire 
found that more than 50% of all on-site treatment systems on the 
peninsula are not properly managed. Runoff from poorly managed 
on-site treatment plants can contaminate local waterways and 
groundwater and affect the health of our communities. Due to 
high numbers of septic tanks and the long-term dependence 
on on-site sewage treatment systems in the area, Red Hill will 
be the focus for the Shire’s Environmental Health Team, who will 
be visiting residents in the area to provide guidance on meeting 
permit requirements for the maintenance of on-site wastewater 
systems. Systems not properly maintained may be subject to 
future compliance actions.

Significant sites: 
Tootgarook Wetland
Tootgarook Wetland is regarded as a state biosite 
and represents the largest remnant natural 
freshwater marsh in the Port Phillip and  
Western Port region.

Biosphere Foundation
The Biosphere encompasses the entirety of the Mornington 
Peninsula and parts of four nearby municipalities. The Biosphere 
Foundation has done outstanding work, especially in water 
stewardship, safeguarding of the RAMSAR water bird wetlands 
of Western Port Bay and developing wildlife corridors in the 
region. One of the primary goals of the Biosphere Foundation is 
to foster conservation at the interface between ecosystems and 
human activity; the UN recognises the Mornington Peninsula 
as one of a few environmentally significant regions in Australia, 
and it is vital that we find a way to live in harmony with, and 
minimise human impact upon, our unique and highly sensitive 
environment.

Calling all citizen scientists!
Turn your inquiring mind to a spot of fox-watching and help 
the Biosphere Foundation protect vulnerable wildlife. The 
foundation has been awarded a government grant for a two-
year fox monitoring and control project in the northern coast 
region of Western Port and is recruiting volunteers to assist the 
endeavour, which aims to decrease predation on native fauna, 
ground dwelling shore birds and livestock. Interested volunteer 
citizen scientists will receive training to use motion-sensing 
cameras supplied by the biosphere and identify and record 
fauna on the Atlas of Living Australia. To learn more or join the 
project contact: 

 admin@biosphere.org.au  
 5979 2167
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The default 100km/h speed limit on the 
majority of the peninsula’s 330 km/h 
unsealed roads is causing concern 
amongst our community. Living and 
driving along these roads has become 
hazardous, with country “lanes” 
growing into thoroughfares and many 
failing to adopt an “appropriate speed” 
as VicRoads suggests will occur on 
unsigned roads. There are approximately 
570 roads within the Shire that contain 
at least a section of unsealed road; of 
these, the majority operate under the 
default speed limit and are not signed.

Following our recent submission to a 
parliamentary inquiry into the state’s 
rural roads, a delegation made up of 

Mornington Peninsula Shire Councillors 
and Officers recently met with local 
MPs, including roads and infrastructure 
spokesman David Hodgett, to discuss 
ongoing advocacy for a peninsula-wide 
roads strategy. We are also conferring 
with VicRoads, who are currently 
preparing a revision of the Victorian 
speed zoning guidelines, about the 
prospect of partnering in a case study 
trialling various road safety improvement 
options to mitigate community concerns 
along unsealed roads, particularly those 
that operate under default 100 km/h 
speed limits. Stumpy Gully Road has 
been suggested by VicRoads as the 
first speed-reduction trial road in our 
municipality.  

Safer school zones
Following ongoing safety concerns and advocacy to VicRoads 
from Mornington Peninsula Shire Council, the school zone 
speed limit on Arthurs Seat Road at Red Hill Consolidated 
School was reduced from 60km/h to 40 km/h during school 
drop off and pick up times from the first school day of 2018. 
Concerns remain for school children crossing Arthurs Seat 
Road at the Recreation Reserve.

The Mornington Peninsula has the second lowest provision of 
public transport per person in metropolitan Melbourne, with 
a geographical area of 82% of the peninsula not currently 
serviced. Certain townships in our ward, like Red Hill, are not 
serviced by any public transport and, without a functioning 
cross-peninsula route, the minimum commute from Balnarring to 
Mornington averages more than two hours. 

We are determined to see better public transport for our 
community and are calling on the state government to 
review the current service provision and fund enhanced and 
more frequent public transport for those who rely upon it for 
employment, vital public services and as a social necessity. 
The Shire’s Transport Community Action Advisory Group 
welcomes new members to our forums.   

 TCAAG@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Network updates
The NBN rollout is progressing, with availability expanding 
across the townships of Red Hill Ward and builds underway to 
provide access for remaining areas from April. You can learn 
more about when the NBN will be available where you live by 
viewing the rollout map on the NBN website:  

 nbnco.com.au/learn-about-the-nbn/rollout-map

Service solutions 
In late 2017, the Commonwealth Department of Communications 
released a list of 106 remaining priority Mobile Black Spot 
locations, which included Red Hill and Shoreham, and are 
currently seeking applications from operators to target these 
areas. Optus and the Victorian Government also recently 
announced an agreement for the carrier to build an additional 25 
towers across the state, including one at Main Ridge West.

Standing firm 
on road safety

We are currently working on studies for managing 
traffic in Red Hill, pedestrian and speed management 
in Balnarring, local area traffic management in 
Somers as well as parking in Shoreham around 

the village common. Consultants are helping us to 
carry out these investigations; a number of community 

consultations have already been undertaken and more will 
commence in the coming months. 

SURPRISING STATISTIC: Microchips
As exceptional hunters, cats have a serious impact through 
predation on native populations of small mammals, birds, 
reptiles and fish, and contribute to the decline and 
extinction of many smaller native species. Despite 
it being mandatory to register and microchip all 
cats and dogs, it is estimated that only 10% of 
cats are microchipped—as compared with 
approximately 90% of dogs—with merely 
5% of cats that arrived at the Community 
Animal Shelter and 
Pound during 2016-
2017 were registered 
and only 15% 
reunited with 
their owners. 

Connecting our 
communities
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Resident Association 
Meetings
We had a productive quarterly Resident Association Meeting on 14 
March, with combined community groups who advocate for a range 
of issues across Red Hill Ward meeting with David and various Shire 
Officers, who attended to provide information, feedback, respond 
to questions and address any issues raised. David meets regularly 
with groups representing our Red Hill Ward community to discuss 
local matters and to plan for infrastructure needs and major initiatives 
such as the Green Wedge Management Plan. The ten individual 
groups also maintain regular contact over many problems including 
drainage, hall repairs, road safety and planning permits—some of 
the hundred-plus areas that local government covers. 

GOOD NEWS!
Pleasing news has arrived for the Balnarring 
Medical Centre, which will be moving to a new 
site in Balnarring following a permit being issued by 
the Shire after there was no appeal against the project.

High level aged  
care facilities 
What happens when we are no longer 

able to live at home or be cared for by 
family? Red Hill ward has only one high 
care facility for those that may wish 
to stay close to home and friends. Do 
you agree that we need to find suitable 

land in our villages upon which to 
build adequate care facilities for 
our elderly citizens?  Contact 
the Shire’s Aged and Disability 
Services Team to get the 
support you need:  

 5950 1000  
or 1300 850 600

We face increasing problems on our public land, with many 
treating it as if it were their private property: cutting down or 
‘trimming’ trees for views; moving fences to crib crown land; 
mowing private paths and building steps to the beach through 
reserves; and dumping rubbish in reserves or introduced 
species in indigenous bushland. Despite signage and ample 
information being made publicly available as to why it is 
detrimental, there are still many cases of people riding horses 
over endangered nesting shoreline birds, pinching ‘just a few’ 
protected shellfish, walking dogs off leashes instead of using 
leash free zones and lighting fires on the beach using nearby 
indigenous tree branches. 

Where does this sense of entitlement come from? Certainly not 
from the volunteers who look after our bushland and restore 
our foreshore reserves. They are undermanned heroes whose 
labour and monetary contribution enhances our wellbeing 
and reconnect us with a healthy natural environment. Erosion 
control, habitat preservation, safe access and a sense of 
wonder are some of the by-products of their endeavours. 
Please think about our volunteers occasionally as you enjoy the 
fruits of their labour because it didn’t all come naturally. Better 
still, why not join them?  

 volmornpen.com.au

An exemplar of the tireless efforts of our many volunteers, for the 
past 15 years, Rosemary Birney has dedicated countless hours 
to the protection of the foreshore as a member of the Somers 
Foreshore Committee and more recently as a member of Friends 
of South Sea Somers Foreshore Reserve. After being named the 
Victorian Coastal Council’s Outstanding Volunteer Achievement 
Award Winner in 2012, she was recently honoured for Individual 
Achievement at the Australian Coastal Awards. Congratulations to 
Rosemary and our countless volunteers who give their time and 
energy to care for the land we so often take for granted.

Cr David Gill with Cathy, our longest 
serving Meals On Wheels Volunteer.

Protecting public land:  
in praise of our volunteers

Rosemary Birney celebrates at the 2018 
Australian Coastal Awards with Crs Hugh Fraser, 
Rosie Clarke, Mayor Bryan Payne and Shire staff
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Defibrillators save lives!
Automated external defibrillators (AED) are portable 
devices that can automatically diagnose cardiac 
arrhythmias and treat them through defibrillation, 
the application of electric currents which allow 
the heart to restore its natural rhythm. AEDs 
are designed to be both simple and practical, 
integrating straightforward audio-visual commands 
that make them possible for the layperson, and 
even children, to use with minimal prior training. 
When applied promptly, AEDs can significantly 

reduce the occurrence of cardiac arrest. There is a 
demonstrated need for AEDs to be available within 
our community hubs and centres. If your community 
group or facility doesn’t have a defibrillator, please 
consider applying for funding via the Shire’s 
Community Support Grants or Sport & Recreation 
Victoria’s Defibrillators for Sporting Clubs and 
Facilities Program.  

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/grants

Red Hill Show
The 90th Red Hill Agricultural Show has been run and won with 
awards going to the best in class from cattle to poultry and cake 
making to patchwork. The highlights included the wood chopping 
competition, the Mornington Peninsula Produce awards and the 
last remaining Grand Parade in Victoria. Congratulations to the 
many volunteers who helped run another successful show!

Give it up for  
Gunnamatta SLSC

Since it was formed by a committee of members of the 
public in 1966, Gunnamatta Surf Life Saving Club lifesavers 
have saved over 5,000 lives. Even more significant than 
this is the fact that since GSLSC has been patrolling a very 
dangerous section of the Mornington Peninsula coastline, 
notorious for its rocky reefs and high swells, not one 
person has drowned between the flags. 

The dedicated volunteer community at Gunnamatta have 
been protecting visitors to the beach for over fifty years; 
relying upon fundraising and small government grants to 
maintain the facilities that support their tireless efforts, they 
are currently raising funds to undertake a toilet refurbishment 
that will deliver long-overdue upgrades to their toilet 
amenities. Having raised $50,000 on their own accord, the 
club is seeking assistance for the remaining funding. 

Cr David Gill and Mayor Bryan Payne confer over winners 
during the Grand Parade

Solving 
problems in 
a snap
Have you noticed something 
in the Shire that needs 
fixing? You can now report 
an issue using the Snap 
Send Solve smart phone 
app—a quick and easy way 
to notify us of any problems 
while you’re on the go, 
without the need for a 
phone call or email. Simply 
download the app to snap 
a photo and have the issue 
sent directly to Council  
for action.

Did you know? CALL INS
“Call ins” occur when a Ward Councillor decides that a planning 
permit should be determined by Councillors at a Planning 
Committee meeting rather than by Council Planning Officers. An 
officer report is prepared for Council and there is an opportunity 
for the applicant and any objectors to be heard at the public 
meeting, after which debate can take place. Following a 
decision, these matters can be appealed to an independent 
tribunal (VCAT).



1  Balnarring Civic Reserve Common 
Design completed for stage 1 of masterplan, funding 
secured and works to commence in September.

2  Balnarring Recreation Reserve Sports Pavilion 
New pavilion officially opened on 14 April.

3  Browns Road, Boneo 
Road reconstruction between Boneo Rd  
and Truemans Rd now complete.

4  Flinders, The Avenue Precinct 
Flood mitigation works incorporating water sensitive urban 
design. Construction works scheduled for mid-2018.

5  Red Hill Recreation Reserve  
Construction of new cricket nets at Red Hill Recreation 
Reserve have commenced. Construction will be completed 
in May. New netball courts will commence construction in 
October 2018 and will be completed in time for the 2019 
football and netball season.

6  Stanleys and Merricks Road Intersection 
Conceptual design for an innovative roundabout  
has been undertaken.

7  Arkwells Lane, Red Hill 
Short section of road widening has been completed.

8  Merricks-Bittern Trail  
Alignment options have been developed and  
community consultation underway.

9  Purves Road Pedestrian Refuge 
Construction of pedestrian refuge island  
completed in October 2017.

10  Tasman Road, Somers 
Road widening works completed.

Works around our ward
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