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Safer speeds on our roads
In the short time since being elected I have 
received many complaints from residents 
concerned about road conditions and 
dangerous intersections. The accident 
rate on the peninsula is far too high – but 
to alleviate all of these problems would be 
beyond Council or state budgets.

My predecessor Tim Wood was successful in 
reducing speed limits on some roads in the 
Red Hill Ward as the Shire moved to become 
the first council to align itself with the TAC’s 
Towards Zero Road Safety Strategy.

We’ve also successfully implemented safer 
speed limits on VicRoads-managed roads. 
This includes the following speed limits 
being reduced from 100km/h to 80km/h in 
December 2016: –

Bittern Dromana/Dunns Creek Road

• Frankston-Flinders Road and west of 
Tubbarubba Road.

• White Hill Road and east of Gibb Road.

Arthurs Seat Road

• East of William Road to Lee Street.

Balnarring Road

• Old Moorooduc Road to north of 
Warrawee Road.

In total along these lengths of road there 
were 29 reported crashes over a five-
year period, resulting in 17 people being 
seriously injured. We continue to advocate 
to VicRoads for road safety improvements 
and support these initiatives to reduce the 
number of crashes on the peninsula.

Get in touch
Email is my preferred form of 
communication.

Please copy me in 
electronically for any matters to 
Council relating to my ward.

Call Councillor Support on 
 5950 1428 
 mornpen.vic.gov.au

Youth leading the way
Five Way Intersection at Balnarring
Fourteen year old 1st Balnarring Scouts 
Troop Leader Simon Hudson recently 
took the initiative and raised a question at 
council. He was worried about the safety of 
his brother crossing the five way intersection 
at Balnarring from the skate park and 
asked if a roundabout could be created 
for Stumpy Gully Road, Balnarring Beach 
Road, Frankston-Flinders Road, and Sandy 
Point Road. I helped organise a meeting 

onsite for Simon to explain his concerns 
with the Shadow Minister for Roads and 
Infrastructure Ryan Smith.

The complex intersection is managed by 
VicRoads and is one of the high priority 
advocacy projects that we have spoken 
to VicRoads about. We will continue to be 
proactive in terms of raising the issue so 
that VicRoads can consider funding the 
improvement of the intersection in the future.
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Simon Hudson is concerned for the safety of pedestrians 
crossing the complex intersection in Balnarring.
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As the new councillor in Red Hill 
Ward I have been impressed with the 
awareness and concern about issues 
affecting our community.

Our 10 associations and groups from all 
over the Ward constantly raise matters 
with Council. These groups and many 
individuals are helping me to promote:

– Protection of the Green Wedge 
through amendments to the Shire’s 
planning scheme 

– New neighbourhood watch groups

– A fair share of council infrastructure 
and resources in the Shire budget

– Protection of rural and farming 
enterprises, which are important 
to keep our open spaces on the 
peninsula and to provide a food 
bowl for Melbourne

– Council awareness of the need 
to provide halls and facilities and 
practical assistance to volunteers 
who are the lifeblood of our 
community

– Proper maintenance of our roads and 
safer driving speeds

– Coastal village character  
protection strategies

Red Hill Ward is 50% of the Mornington 
Peninsula Shire with only one Councillor.

We probably have more planning 
applications than any other Ward in 
Victoria and Shire wide we definitely 
have more than any other municipality.

We must be careful not to allow 
insensitive development to kill off the 
very reasons we value the peninsula.

We need to tighten regulations in 
our planning scheme, look after 
our environment and only promote 
developments that improve  
Red Hill Ward.

Regards, 
Cr David Gill

Planning for the future
Thank you to everyone who attended the community meeting 
at St Andrews Beach last month. The primary purpose of the 
meeting was to bring residents and Shire officers together to 
discuss the standard of roads, drainage and footpaths in St 
Andrews Beach.

Many residents also expressed concerns about the recent dog 
walking ban on the local beaches. The Shire will continue to work 
with Parks Victoria and the Victorian government about this issue.

It was great to hear that many of you want to be advocates for 
St Andrews Beach and aim to set up a ‘Friends of’ group. Thank 
you also to the representatives of the CFA and Martin Dixon’s 
office whoattended the meeting. We had a short presentation 
from the CFA about the need for a new satellite fire station in St 
Andrews that would be run by volunteers.

Your concepts and ideas for the ward were refreshing to hear 
and Council has already added the cost of a preliminary town 
study to the draft Shire budget.

More than 80 people attended to share concerns and listen 
to other community member views.

Have your say
Community members are invited to have their say on the 
sculpture located on the prominent Cook and Wood Streets 
roundabout in Flinders.

We’re keen to hear your thoughts on this sculpture. Paper 
copies of the survey are available at our Customer Service 
Centres or you can have your say on our website up until Friday 
28 April 2017. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/haveyoursay

Message from Cr David Gill
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Clean up 
Australia Day
Cr David Gill getting involved with  
Clean Up Australia Day  
on Sunday 5 March 2017.

(L-R TOP): 
Cr Rosie Clark, Keith Murley and 
Norman McKinlay.

(L-R BOTTOM): 
Mayor Cr Bev Colomb, Cr David Gill,  
Cr Kate Roper and Di Lewis

Just say NO 
to plastic 
shopping bags
Red Hill residents are concerned about 
our clean, green natural environment and 
reliance on plastic shopping bags. Red 
Hill General Store and Cellar & Pantry 
are just two local businesses leading the 
way by avoiding plastic bags and offering 
paper bags or boxes to pack groceries. 

 redhillgeneralstore.com 
 cellarandpantry.com.au

Become a water  
steward
The biosphere’s stewardship project assists landholders, 
businesses and organisations to have a positive effect 
our local waterways by focussing on the responsible 
use and management of water. You can develop a site-
specific plan to identify any issues and you may also be 
eligible for funding for on-site works. 

 5979 2167 
 biosphere.org.au

Blow bubbles instead  
of balloons
CSIRO recently 
outlined balloons 
to be in the 
top three most 
harmful pollutants 
threatening marine 
wildlife. Balloons 
that are released or 
accidently escape 
almost definitely end 
up in our waterways 
and the ocean where 
they can easily be 
mistaken by wildlife 
for food.

Choose to blow bubbles instead of balloons at outdoor events 
by registering your promise with Zoos Victoria. 

 zoo.org.au

Get involved in the 
Western Port Biosphere
We’re extremely fortunate to have the Mornington Peninsula and 
Western Port Biosphere Reserve within our ward. Biospheres 
are unique regions that promote the environmental, cultural and 
economic values and are a place where government decision 
makers, scientists, managers and local people work together to 
develop a model to better manage land and water resources. The 
foundation was established in 2003 and they’re always looking for 
new members to support their programs.

Did you know…
The UNESCO supported Biosphere 
has a water bird sanctuary 
which is registered as a 
Ramsar-listed site 
of international 
importance

Protecting Coastal 
Township Character
It is increasingly important that new development respects 
and responds to our coastal character. This includes 
keeping coastal vegetation, maintaining open space and 
setbacks around buildings, avoiding overly tall buildings 
and supporting open streetscape and public space.

We’re about to start the Coastal Villages Strategy project 
that will focus on the towns on the Western Port coast, but 
will also cover Red Hill and Balnarring. The project aims to 
produce character assessments of townships and villages 
to inform appropriate planning scheme provisions.

There will be opportunities for everyone to raise issues, 
make submissions and comment on proposals through 
a series of community meetings/drop in sessions, public 
exhibition forums and social media channels. Further 
details will be provided so you can have your say.
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Providing peninsula produce
Our ward has the largest 
area of farm land on 
the peninsula with 

arable soils, artesian bore 
water and recycled water available for 

irrigation. This rich land is fertile ground 
for 22 (and growing) certified Mornington 
Peninsula Produce (MPP) producers. We 
developed the MPP provenance branding 
last year with the Shire’s Food Industry 
Advisory Body (FIAB) as a Certified Trade 
Mark to guarantee provenance, giving 
consumers confidence in supporting their 
local farmers.

Eddie Matt of Hillock Downs is a 
local MPP business and supporter of 
protecting our green wedge farm land. 

 mpproduce.com.au

“About 70% of the Shire is green 
wedge which is part of the 
‘lungs of Melbourne’ and our 
food industry contributes over 
$1.3 Billion dollars to the Shire 
economy. Our local community 
tell us as a farm gate vendor in the 
Shire how important it is to know 
where their food comes from, and 
how it’s grown. Green Wedge farm 
land needs to be protected. Our 
community wants to support the 
future of local Agriculture.”

Red Hill Station Reserve
New information panels at Red Hill Station Reserve tell the 
story of the local area. The panels have been assembled in 
collaboration with Manton and Stony Creeks Landcare Group 
and Red Hill Community Association (special thanks to David 
Maddocks) with historical information provided by the Dromana 
and District Historical Society. This project has been jointly 
funded by us and the Department of Environment, Land, Water 

and Planning (DELWP) 
through a grant secured 
by the Manton and Stony 
Creeks Landcare Group 
as an action from the Red 
Hill Station Reserve master 
plan. Works at the Reserve 
won a Keep Victoria 
Beautiful Tidy Towns – 
Sustainable Communities 
Award in 2016 for its 
transformation into a 
useable community space.

Landcare projects
The Mornington Peninsula Landcare Network was recently 
successful in receiving a $300,000 grant to re-establish the 
biodiversity link between Greens Bush and Arthurs Seat. The 
project will provide a better wildlife and native vegetation link 
between the two areas.

The Southwest Mornington Peninsula Landcare Group have also 
been successful in grant applications to control weeds along Jetty 
and Browns Roads and bordering private properties in Boneo.

The Main Creek Catchment Landcare Group has removed an 
infestations of weeds along Meakins Road in Flinders.

Mantons and Stony Creek Landcare Group has been working on 
controlling invasive weeds along Punty Lane in Shoreham.

If you would like to get involved please contact our  
Landcare Facilitator, Jacqueline Salter for more info: 

 0408 213 079   jacqueline.salter@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Roadside noxious weed 
program
Weed control works on roadsides in the ward have continued to 
focus on state declared noxious weeds including Gorse, Spiny 
Broom, Watsonia and Blackberry. The management of these 
weeds is essential to protect our unique biodiversity.

Somers 
Gorse control has been focussed on Sandy Point and 
surrounding roadsides.

Balnarring 
Spiny Broom has been targeted on Stumpy Gully Road.

Merricks, Point Leo and Shoreham 
Watsonia has been targeted in these areas.

Boneo, Red Hill and Main Ridge 
Blackberry control continues.

Eddie Matt  
Hillock Downs Beef and Fodder

David Maddocks and Cr Gill at the new Red Hill Station Reserve display.
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Merricks Station Reserve
We’re working in cooperation with the community and equestrian 
clubs to prepare a design for Merricks Station Reserve. 
Landscape architecture firm Hansen Partnership has been 
awarded the contract to achieve a design that will be beneficial 
to all users. It is expected the plans will be completed by June.

The design may will include:

• A picnic area with seating, shade and drinking water

• Flexible all-ages recreation space including nature-based 
play elements and exercise equipment

• Upgraded grandstand-style viewing and announcing area on 
the historic station platform

• Connectivity to the rail trail

• Improvements to car and horse float parking.
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Works & Projects

Balnarring sports pavilion
Works to provide a new sports pavilion at Balnarring 
Recreation Reserve are progressing well. The cricket 
club has been relocated to temporary portable buildings 
within the reserve during the construction period. The 
new pavilion will include a social room, multi-purpose 
change rooms, toilet and shower facilities, office, 
storerooms, kitchen/kiosk, first aid room and internal/
external public disabled toilet. Construction is expected 
to be completed by August.

Balnarring Civic Reserve
We’ve worked closely with the Balnarring Village Common 
Community Group on a new design for Balnarring Civic 
Reserve. The plans which will improve the appearance, 
biodiversity, amenity and functionality of the Balnarring 
township centre and may include:

• A natural amphitheatre with stage and audience areas

• Flexible-use open spaces for markets and other recreation

• Nature-based play/sculpture area

• Community garden

• High-quality indigenous planted landscapes

• Boardwalk and other connecting pathways

• Provision of shelter and accessible seating.

Open space specialists Jeavons Landscape Architects have 
been awarded the contract for the design and it is expected 
the plans will be completed by June.
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Master Plan

Merricks Station Reserve 
Master Plan

Open Spaces & Reserves

Building work has begun at the Balnarring sports pavilion.
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Public toilets
Balnarring
Construction of a replacement public 
toilet facility near the popular Balnarring 
skate park at Civic Reserve is complete 
and open to the public. The facility 
includes a unisex, accessible cubicle with 
baby change table and male and female 
ambulant cubicles.

Somers
Construction of a replacement public 
toilet facility at the Somers Foreshore 
Reserve, near the Somers General Store, 
is complete and open to the public. The 
new facility includes two unisex cubicles, 
accessible cubicle with baby change 
table and ambulant cubicle plus a new 
drinking fountain.

Thumbs up from 
the Red Hill 
Riders
“The Red Hill Bike Park is a great facility, 
adding to the extensive mountain bike 
trail network on the peninsula. It’s a 
place where mountain bikers of all ages 
can sharpen their skills with a range of 
adrenaline inducing jumps, drops, berms 
and obstacles.” – Terrence Toh Club 
Secretary Red Hill Riders

Catch the Red Hill Riders at the Hour of 
Power XCO event on 30 April 2017. 

 redhillriders.com.au/hour-of-power

Static Water 
Tank, Red Hill
Construction of a 50,000 litre 
reinforced concrete water tank in 
Red Hill was completed in December 
2016. The tank is positioned within the 
Eatons Cutting Road Reserve, situated 
35 metres north of Arthurs Seat Road 
in Red Hill. The tank benefits the 
community through the provision of an 
alternative water source for firefighting 
operations in Red Hill.

Completed Water Tank Construction, 
Eatons Cutting, Red Hill

Tasman Road 
reconstruction, 
Somers
Work has now finished upgrading 
parts of Tasman Road as part of 
the federal government’s Roads to 
Recovery program. Works consisted 
of road and pavement widening, 
improved line-marking and new 
concrete kerbs.

During construction, a further 
drainage issue was identified at 
Parklands Avenue and Lord Somers 
Road. This section of works will start 
July 2017.Tasman Road reconstruction has 

now been completed.
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100 years of  
Anzac 2014 – 18
Anzac Day 25 April
Balnarring Service: 
Time: 9.30am 
Assemble at Balnarring Village 
Shopping Centre

Red Hill Service: 11am 
Assemble at Red Hill Community Park

Flinders Service: 10am 
Assemble at Flinders Hall 
March: 11am 
Assemble at Flinders Hall 
Service: 11.45am 
Assemble at monument at top of Cook St.

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/anzacday

Balnarring & District Memorial Stone
Currently serving in the Royal Australian 
Navy, Commander Matthew Keogh 
wanted to pay his respects to the 
35 people from Balnarring and the 
surrounding townships that were killed 
fighting for the Australian Imperial 
Forces in World War I.

He wanted to create a fitting memorial 
that would honour their service as 
well as those who followed them in 
subsequent conflicts and in peace-
keeping operations.

Commander Keogh designed, planned 
and sought funding for this memorial 
and was able to realise his vision with 

support and funding from the Balnarring 
& District Community Bank.  In true 
community spirit, the mud stone for 
the memorial was provided by local 
resident Terry Mulcahy who made the 
donation in memory of his late brother 
Neil.  The new Balnarring and District 
Memorial Stone will be unveiled at the 
Anzac Day service this year and will 
feature 35 flagstone pavers surrounding 
the memorial which represent the fallen 
soldiers. The community will now have a 
permanent landmark on which to reflect 
and remember the people who served 
and died for their country, their family 
and their mates.

Best Bites Awards
Good luck to the five Red Hill Ward 
nominees ahead of the Best Bites  
judging in May.

The 2017 Best Bites Food Guide is now 
available from our customer service, 
tourism centres and online at: 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/bestbites

“There were over 300 people at last year’s 
Anzac Day service which reflects the respect 
that we as Australians have for the men and 
women of the Australian Defence Force – 
both past and present.”  
Commander Matthew Keogh

Best Cafe
Merricks General  
Wine Store

School Canteen/Child Care
Balnarring Early Learning Centre

Best Innovation
Lord Somers Camp

Best Bed & Breakfast 
Harmony Bed and Breakfast Fingal

Best Takeaway
Mezzy’s Pizza Flinders
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Red Hill Show
More than 7,500 people attended the 
89th Red Hill Show last month as the 
show grounds were transformed into a 
colourful, appetising and entertaining 
spectacle for the whole family.

Our community was the focus of 
this year’s celebration with a record 
number of local groups and exhibitors 
participating. The skilled artisans of 
the McClelland Spinners & Weavers 
and Woodturners Guild inspired the 
crowd. St Georges Anglican Church 
and the Red Hill Scouts served delicious 
Devonshire teas and the Red Hill Tennis 
Club, Main Ridge Bowls & Petanque, the 
CFA and Baluk Arts ran free activities 
and workshops.

Special congratulations go to the 
miniature goats of Padua College on their 
selection as Best in The Grand Parade by 
our Mayor Cr Bev Colomb.

The woodchop grandstands were 
packed as Blake Meyer took out 
the Victorian 325ml Tree Event 
Championship. For the second year in a 
row, Cooper, the Border Collie cross won 
the Dog High Scramble in the record 
jump of 3.05m.

Wine writer Max Allen and food writer 
Richard Cornish captivated the crowd 
on the Mornington Peninsula Produce 
(MPP) sponsored stage through a 
series of masterclasses. There was an 

amazing 53 entries in the cider show with 
Kangaroo Island Ciders winning the Best 
Apple Cider in Show and Harcourt Perry 
& Cider Makers Best Perry in Show.

We would like to thank the incredible 
team of volunteers who coordinated this 
event and their wonderful sponsors. The 
significant donations of fresh produce 
and gifts they received from local 
producers were passed on to the prize-
winning exhibitors and celebrity chefs.

This is a community event that we can be 
proud of.

 redhillshow.com.au


