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Cr Hugh Fraser
The Gold Coast 2018 Commonwealth Games 
Corporation (GOLDOC) has announced the local 
batonbearers who will carry the Queen’s Baton 
during the 100-day countdown to the Gold Coast 
2018 Commonwealth Games (GC2018).

From volunteers to athletic enthusiasts, the 
Queen’s Baton Relay (QBR) recognises the 
achievements and aspirations of Australians 
from all walks of life.

Throughout the Mornington Peninsula, the 
following people will have the honour of carrying 
the Queen’s Baton for the Gold Coast 2018 
Commonwealth Games.

Across the country, around 3,800 batonbearers 
will share the dream of the ‘Friendly Games’. 
The Queen’s Baton will travel for 100 days in 
Australia, visiting the township of Sorrento on 
Monday 12 February 2018.

To learn more visit 
 gc2018.com/qbr

Batonbearers will share the dream 
of the Commonwealth Games

Our batonbearers
Bianca Appleford from Rye

Pam Rowler from Dromana

Rosie Batty from Tyabb

John Ellis from Rye

Terence Ernest Cox from Rosebud

Donna Nettlefold from Rye

Colleen Mackay from Capel Sound

Wendy Grant from Capel Sound

Jodie Carroll from Blairgowrie

Catherine Montalto situated in 
Greenway with family from Rye

Kaye Thomas from McCrae

Sotirios (Sam) Mourtzas from Rosebud 
(inset)
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Our $1.5 million coastal pathway project at the Eastern Sister 
Headland connecting Sullivan Bay to Camerons Bight at 
Sorrento is now open.The project provides pedestrian access 
around the historic Eastern Sister Headland situated at the 
northern end of Camerons Bight and the southern end  
of Sullivan Bay.

The 270-metre-long rock revetment has a two-metre-wide 
crushed rock pathway.The project has a sloping face which 
provides an innovative way of absorbing the energy of 
incoming waves.

The pathway allows better pedestrians access to the Collins 
Settlement Historic site, the first European settlement in 
Victoria which dates back to 1803 and includes graves, 
monuments and lookout structures.

Connecting our townships
We recently completed construction of 
a pedestrian access ramp and elevated 
boardwalk between The Loop and 
Hughes Road in Blairgowrie which will 
support mobility access and delivers path 
improvements to the foreshore area.

The project also provides physical 
separation between path users and 
motorists travelling along Point Nepean 
Road, and involved the construction of 
a new footpath and concrete kerbs.

We will soon also undertake works along 
the south side of Point Nepean Road in 
Rye, linking Canterbury Jetty Road and 
Minimurra Road.

The project will provide safe pedestrian 
connectivity between Rye and Blairgowrie 
with construction of a two-metre wide 

exposed aggregate concrete path and 
sections of elevated timber boardwalk.

Stage 1 of the project ($500k) is 
nearing completion between Canterbury 
Jetty Road and the Tyrone Boat Ramp 
Car Park, Rye.

Stage 2, between Tyrone Boat Ramp Car 
Park and Minnamurra Road ($1.1million), 
is proposed to be constructed mid-2018.

We’ve been advocating on behalf of 
our community to get this missing link 
between Rye and Blairgowrie created. 
The footpaths will connect places of 
interest and townships helping our 
community to be more active, and 
provide safe and user-friendly pedestrian 
links for everyone.

Welcome to the 2017 Nepean Ward newsletter. A busy 
Council year has now passed. Cr Tim Rodgers retired at 
the elections after 11 years’ service to the community. 
Re-capping the year – The Eastern Sister seawalk is now 
open. It provides a spectacular walk from Camerons Bight to 
Sullivan Bay – the latter beach closed to dogs between 9am 
and 7pm during daylight saving time. The Sorrento Tourist 
Information Centre and George Street toilets are now open 
in time for the holiday season. After detailed community 
consultation over the past four years, the Rye Township Plan 

has been finalised. It comes to Council for approval on 12 
December 2017 and enhances all that is great about Rye. In 
the coming year, we look forward to the realisation of these 
Council and community projects and many more detailed 
in the following pages from the Romney Park Tootgarook 
renovation to the Portsea Surf Life Saving Club rebuild. May 
I thank all the Nepean Ward community groups for their 
tremendous work and support during the year and we wish 
everyone a happy and safe Christmas holiday season. 
– Councillor Hugh Fraser

I’m really excited about my role as Mayor for the next 12 
months. It is a great honour that my fellow councillors have 
bestowed upon me, particularly considering the quality of 
the other candidates. I thank the Councillors for the trust they 
have in me.

This newsletter is a chance to show all the work that has 
been completed over the past year in our ward such as 
the Sorrento Football Club extension and the rebuild of the 
Portsea Surf Life Saving Club. It also introduces new projects 

such as the planned improvements to Rye in the shape of the 
Rye Township Plan and the proposed new local law to tackle 
anti-social behaviour at our short-term rental accommodation 
properties, commonly known as ‘party houses’.

We live in the greatest place in the world and I aim to keep 
listening to our community and ensure the services we 
provide match our wonderful environment. I hope you enjoy 
this newsletter and enjoy the summer season. 
 – Mayor Councillor Bryan Payne

Easter Sister pathway 
is open
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(L-R): Judy Walsh and Marjorie Holmes at the launch of 
Sorrento’s 1803 Collins Settlement Site guide posts in early March.

A love 
of bridges
We were honoured to present local 
resident Beth Cowling with an original 
Sorrento Seawall bollard in memory of 
her late-husband Colin Cowling.

Beth has lived on the peninsula for 
18 years. Her late-husband Colin 
was a Civil Engineer and was 
responsible for building the third 
Sorrento seawall in 1990.

“Colin had a great sense of humour. 
When building the third Sorrento 
Seawall many inquisitive passersby who 
saw a row of piles running parallel to the 
old wall would ask him ‘what are you 
doing?’, and he would answer ‘they are 
going to ship cattle over to Queenscliff 
and this is the cattle race to the ferry!’.

The fourth Sorrento Seawall construction 
was completed in collaboration with the 
state government.

Guiding you 
through history
An installation of guide posts throughout the 1803 Collins 
Settlement Site in Sorrento has been completed thanks to the 
Friends of Collins Settlement and a $4,000 Placemaking Grant 
from the Shire.

The 1.1km site extends from Camerons Bight Jetty to the 
boundary of the Sorrento Couta Boat Sailing Club, at which 
point it links with the Tuckey Track, offering further exploration, 
following a route in the vicinity of that taken originally by the Boon 
Wurrung people and later by Lieutenant James Tuckey from the 
settlement site to St Paul’s Lookout on Bass Strait.

As well as directional information, excerpts from the letters and 
diaries of the 1803 community are featured on the guide posts, 
adding depth to the experience of the history of the site.

Marjorie Holmes (pictured R) is a descendant of Sergeant 
Thorne whose child was baptised in the settlement on Christmas 
Day 1803. One of the posts is dedicated to this event.

Our Community Placemaking Grants see projects such as this 
one come to fruition. They help improve local places through 
supporting community groups to identify projects that improve 
both the social and built environments of their townships.

Ms Judy Walsh, Secretary of the Friends of Collins Settlement 
(pictured L) worked with the Shire, Parks Victoria and the White 
Cliffs to Camerons Bight Foreshore Committee of Management 
as well as representatives of the Friends of Tuckey Track and the 
Collins Settlement Action Group to create a sense of continuity 
to the historic precinct which, over the years, has been largely 
developed as a residential estate.

Through our investment into community groups, such as the 
Friends of Collins Settlement, we’re bringing our public spaces 
and history to life.

“My husband was 
a civil engineer 
– with a love of 

bridges and was 
responsible for 
building many 
concrete and 

timber structures.” 
– Beth Cowling

Beth Cowling with Simon Bulk from Maw Civil at 
the presentation of the Sorrento bollard.
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(L-R) Fred Dijkgraaf, Councillor Bryan Payne, Marc 
Clavin, Councillor Hugh Fraser, Barb Pow, 
Shire’s Team Leader Buildings and Open 
Space David Hampton, Gerard 
Attwood and Sharon Richardson 
at the recently completed 
tourism information 
kiosk in Sorrento.

Stay and play 
for a while
The Sorrento Foreshore has undergone 
a dramatic transformation thanks to a 
$850,000 seawall and the reopening 
of the iconic Sorrento Baths Café. The 
new seawall design features coloured 
concrete steps and creates a new 
meeting point for people to comfortably 
sit at the water’s edge. The new seawall 
design, landscaping and reopening 
of the Sorrento Baths Café improves 
the look and amenity of the Sorrento 
Foreshore Reserve.

Sorrento now has an ‘i’
A new tourism information kiosk and 
public toilets at Sorrento are now open. 
The works are part of a million-dollar 
improvement project and much-needed 
public amenity for Sorrento.

The information kiosk is designed with 
modern facilities and amenities required for 
an accredited tourist business and is now 
eligible to use the Visitor Information Centre 
trademark – a blue and yellow italic letter ‘i’.

The works also saw six new public toilet 
cubicles on George Street installed,which 
are fully automated, touch free and one is 
fully accessible for persons in a wheelchair.

The modern but sympathetic design in 
this sensitive location was collaboratively 
developed by Council working with the 
Sorrento Portsea Chamber of Commerce, 
Beachside Tourism and Nepean 
Ratepayers Association.

Have your Say
Find out about consultations happening in our townships and 
share your opinions on new projects, services and policy. You can 
contribute your ideas on the following issues: 
mornpen.vic.gov.au/haveyoursay

Sorrento Coastal Management Plan
Thank you for giving us your feedback on our plan to support the 
improvement and management of Sorrento foreshore.

Rye stormwater improvements
Stormwater outlets and drainage improvements are being 
investigated in Elgin Avenue. Have your Say on the draft design.

UPDATE: Rye Township Plan
Public comment on the Rye Township Plan has now closed and 
Council thanks all those who made a submission. The plan will be 
adjusted and a final version put forward for adoption at the Council 
meeting on 12 December 2017.

UPDATE: French Street, Rye
After successful community consultation, our community’s ideas are 
being brought together in a draft feasibility report and plan. The site is 
currently undergoing soil testing and these results will be included in 
the report and released for public comment early 2018.

UPDATE: The Romney Park 
Placemaking Project, Tootgarook
A community workshop will be held in the December school 
holidays, allowing residents to review and choose their preferred 
concepts for the park.

Winter ice rink 
popped up 
on Sorrento 
foreshore

Our local community loved having 
a winter activity that coaxed the 
kids and grandkids off their screens 
and outside into the fresh air. 
Ticket expectations were exceeded 
with more than 9,160 skaters 
enjoying the rink over three weeks. 
Businesses also noticed increased 
trade as visitors made the trip to 
Sorrento to enjoy the skating by 
the water. We look forward to the 
ice rink returning in June 2018. 
Thank you to the Sorrento Portsea 
Chamber of Commerce, Department 
of Environment, Land, Water and 
Planning and Shire officers who 
made this possible.
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Businesses go green
We’re pleased to announce that the first Environmental Upgrade 
Agreements (EUA) in the Shire has been approved for a 
commercial property owner in Rye. This newly signed agreement 
will finance 87kW of solar panels to reduce their electricity costs 
and greenhouse gas emissions. 

 9658 8740 
 mornpen.vic.gov.au/enviro-upgrades

The War on Waste – Stop the drop into the ground!
by Hugh Fraser

Waste was offensive and stuck in the ground 
to be forgotten until typhoid and cholera 
reared their ugly heads. It still is. In medieval 
times it dropped down from a hole in a plank 
in a room in the castle walls into another 
hole in the ground or at the bottom of the 
domestic garden.

Fast forward 800 years to the 21st 
century – we still do so – into the septic 
euphemistically called “settling tank” to 
contaminate the ground water we love 
to pump up and use on our golf courses 
and gardens.

As to household food – putrescible – waste, 
it too goes into a hole in the ground at the 
Rye landfill owned by this Shire.

It’s time to stop all this nonsense: there 
are alternatives.

In the Nepean Peninsula 246 km of mains 
sewerage has been rolled out since 2013 
to collect 7.2 million litres of sewerage from 
16,000 properties. All at a cost of $357 
million. This is “hubbed” or collectivised in 
economies of scale and processed off the 
Peninsula to Class A water and returned 
safely to our environment.

To be responsible for our own waste is 
to abandon our putrid septics and 
connect up to our cutting-edge 
technology mains sewerage and – stop 
the drop into the ground!

And stop the drop of our putrescible waste 
into our Rye landfill too! It generates 48% of 
this Council’s greenhouse gas emissions. 
This Shire is committed to address Climate 
Change and become Carbon Neutral by 
2021. The state government taxes this 
Council $2.8million pa to use our own 
landfill and it costs ratepayers big money to 
maintain and continue to expand it.

There is a better biogas way. Yarra Valley 
Water take all the RACV city food waste 
to generate enough biogas to fire up 
generation of all the power it needs to run 
its sewerage farm and pump power into the 
grid – diverting 33,000 tonnes pa of food 
waste from landfill. But this Shire sends the 
equivalent amount to its Rye landfill.

In China, Europe and the Americas 
household waste is burnt in waste to 
energy facilities. I have seen facilities 
which can process 250,000 tonnes pa to 
1.5 million tonnes pa – half of the 3 million 
tonnes pa Melbourne and its metropolitan 

region sends to its landfill holes in the 
ground.

The technology is all there just waiting for 
enough innovative councils with enough 
waste feedstock to “hub” and collectivise it, 
create economies of scale, collectivise their 
many individual kerbside waste collection 
contacts to contracts with a common 
duration, to persuade the State Government 
to unlock its $400 million plus “treasure 
chest” Landfill Levy Fund, to go to the 
market and get on with the application of this 
proven W2E technology.

To be responsible for our household waste 
is to responsibly abandon our landfills in 
favour of W2E facilities and stop the drop 
into the ground!

Councillor Fraser recently visited China as 
part of a study tour of W2E facilities with the 
Shire’s COO Niall McDonagh and Daniel 
Hinson Team Leader Waste, Councillors 
and officers from the City of Greater 
Dandenong and the Metropolitan Waste 
Resource Recovery Group. Cr Fraser is 
Council delegate to the Metropolitan Waste 
Forum. This is an edited version of a talk 
he gave to the Shire’s Community Waste 
Forum at Dromana in October.

Beat Buruli
The Department of Health has indicated several cases of Buruli 
ulcer on the southern peninsula. Commonly known as Bairnsdale 
ulcer, Buruli ulcer is a bacterial skin infection that is fully treatable 
and not thought to be contagious. Early detection is important 
and it makes sense to protect yourself from potential sources of 
infection such as soil and insect bites.

You can beat the bite by using mosquito repellents containing 
picaridin or DEET on exposed skin and limiting outdoor activity 
if lots of mosquitoes are about.

If you have concerns, please contact your GP. Further information 
can be found on the Better Health Channel: 

 betterhealth.vic.gov.au

Rye Resource 
Recovery Centre
Take advantage of our Resource Recovery Centre where you can 
recycle your green, hard and general waste.

280 Truemans Road, Rye, 
Opening hours: Monday to Friday 8am – 4pm 
Weekends & Public Holidays 8am – 5pm 
(Closed Christmas Day & Good Friday ONLY) 

 5950 1000

Tip vouchers
Homeowners receive three tip tickets with their Rates Notice 
every year. You can redeem the waste vouchers at our 
resource recovery centres or through the kerbside collection 
service (booking required). At the resource recovery centres, 
one waste voucher is equal to half a cubic metre of hard 
waste, one cubic metre of green waste or one of either a 
tyre, mattress or fridge. For the kerbside collection service 
one waste voucher is equal to half a cubic metre of hard 
or green waste. Bring your Rates Notice with you when 
redeeming waste vouchers, alternatively if you receive your 
rates electronically simply bring your eRates notice up on the 
screen and staff at Rye will scan your voucher. To view the 
Resource Recovery Centre price list, visit our website: 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/bins
Green waste event
Look out for our ‘No charge’ green waste event in April 2018 where 
you can get rid of your green waste at no cost. Dispose of leaves, 
lawn clippings, weeds, pruning and small branches as you prepare 
your garden for winter. Terms and conditions apply: 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/greenwaste
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New clubhouse for Portsea Surf Life Saving Club

Sorrento Pavilion extension

The state government, local community and the Shire have 
funded the $9 million project that has rebuilt the ageing 
clubhouse and constructed a new access road enabling 
rapid ambulance access.

Rye’s foreshore 
playground for everyone
Rye’s much-loved foreshore playground has undergone recent 
refurbishments by the Shire to allow everyone to enjoy the play 
space just in time for summer!

The previous soft fall playground surface has been replaced with 
a more even, rubber-based material made from recycled tyres.

This new surface will allow people of all abilities and ages to 
access this playground via a stable surface.

We’re committed to improving and developing new 
playgrounds to meet the needs of our growing community 
and we look forward to seeing families thrive from this much-
needed improvement.

To see what playgrounds are in your local area visit: 
 mornpen.vic.gov.au/playgrounds.

The Rye Foreshore 
Rejuvenation Project
The Rye Foreshore Rejuvenation Project includes construction 
of a boardwalk with multiple access-points to allow safe and 
convenient all-abilities access to Rye Beach. Combined with 
dune planting, the project will serve to stabilise the dune, protect 
from trampling and reduce sand inundation of the foreshore 
reserve and public areas. The project aims to improve the quality 
of the environment and the visitor experience. Works will be 
scheduled to avoid the busiest period over summer and Stage 1 
is expected to be completed by June 2018.

Rye Sports & Social 
Club Sportsperson of 
Year Awards
Congratulations to Harry Whitty from Rye Football Netball Club 
who won Senior Sportsperson of the Year. Junior Sportsperson 
of the Year winner was Isabella Mitsikis from Southern Peninsula 
Little Athletics and Administrator of the Year was Faye McCormick 
from Rye & District Basketball Club. A huge well-done to all the 
nominees who were all very well qualified in their roles as both 
competitors and administrators within their individual clubs.

Stuart Rayner, President, Portsea Surf Life Saving Club with Cr Hugh Fraser and Cr Bryan Payne.

Steve Caspar at the Sorrento Football Club MacFarlan 
Reserve pavilion extension. The total project cost was 
$575k to which the Shire contributed $370k.
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Best Bites 
2017 winners
Our ward was pleased to have two 
winning businesses in this year’s Best 
Bites Food Awards: –

Bed and Breakfast: 
Sunnyside Up Bed and Breakfast, Rye

Primary Producers: 
Hillock Downs Produce Store, Rye

The 2017 Best Bites Food Guide is now 
available online. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/bestbites

In early August, we were pleased to 
support the gathering of Bunurong 
Traditional Owners alongside local 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
women and children at the Commanding 
Officer’s House at Point Nepean National 
Park for the creation of a Possum Skin 
Cloak. The possum skin cloak is one of 
the most sacred cultural expressions for 
Aboriginal people that connects them 
together and tells their stories.

Lead by the talented Aunty Lee Durroch 
and Aunty Maree Clarke, the women 
shared stories and knowledge and 
completed a stunning cloak that will be 
used for many years to come in local 
community ceremonies.

Artist in Residence 
at Point Nepean
Emerging and established artists, writers, musician and creatives 
are encouraged to apply for a 2018 – 19 residency at the historic 
Gatekeeper’s Cottage, Police Point Shire Park, Portsea.

Applications close 31 January 2018. To download the 
Expression of Interest (EOI) form or for more info: 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/artistinresidence 
 arts&culture@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Superintendent’s Cottage
The Shire has submitted plans and a Heritage Impact Statement 
to Heritage Victoria in September 2017 for approval of proposed 
refurbishment works on Cottage 6 (Superintendent’s Cottage). 
Heritage Consultant Lorraine Huddle has worked closely with 
architect Steve Hofer to produce the required documentation. 
Consultants are currently preparing plans and specifications 
for upgrading of water and sewerage for a toilet and electricity 
connections for users of the cottage.

The Shire has funds available totalling $174,000 for this project 
which will enable it to be “shovel ready” for construction. It 
is likely additional funds will need to be sought to enable 
refurbishment works to commence. A quantity surveyor estimate 
has been requested.

Sunnyside Up Bed and Breakfast, Rye Hillock Downs Produce Store, Rye

This community project was supported by Aboriginal Victoria Hastings LAN 
(Local Aboriginal Network), Parks Victoria, Bunurong Land Council Aboriginal 
Corporation, Ngwala Willumbong and Mornington Peninsula Shire.

Possum Skin Cloak workshop

Respite Cottages
We’re offering short-term respite 
accommodation at the historic Police Point 
Respite Cottages in Portsea to carers of 
people with disability and others in need of 
a break. Staying at the historical park is a 
truly unique experience. It provides a relaxing 
break in a peaceful environment to people 
who would not otherwise be able to get 
away from their normal stresses in life at an 
affordable rate. Eligibility criteria apply. 

 respite@mornpen.vic.gov.au 
 mornpen.vic.gov.au/respite

Police 
Point 
Shire Park
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A safe New Year 
for all
We are working with emergency services 
to ensure the southern peninsula remains 
family friendly on New Year’s Eve.

The following restrictions apply over the 
NYE period:

• There will be no planned events 
(including fireworks) on foreshore 
reserves

• Alcohol bans apply in public  
places from 30 December  
to midnight 1 January

• A person must not possess or 
discharge fireworks; fines will apply

• Flares to be discharged in an 
emergency only

• Rye pier car parks closed from 4pm 
on 31 December

Local law to tackle ‘party houses’
We are proposing a local law to address 
the impacts of anti-social behaviour 
from occupants of short stay rental 
accommodation properties; commonly 
referred to as party houses. The 
proposed local law is the first of its kind 
in the state, and creates a registration 
system that identifies the owner and 

nominated appointed agent who must 
respond within two hours to neighbour 
complaints. If the draft law is adopted 
penalties will apply for breaches of the 
local law and the code of conduct. 
Thank you if you had your say during the 
public exhibition period.

Events in Nepean Ward
26 December 2017  Barefoot Cinema 
– 8 January 2018 Point Nepean

6-14 January Rotary Club of Sorrento Inc – Annual Art Show 2018 
 860-868 Melbourne Rd, Sorrento

6 January Greek Orthodox Blessing of the Waters 2018 
 Rye Foreshore

6 January Portsea Twilight Fun Run 
 Point Nepean

7 January Seaside Scavenge Beach Clean Up 2018 
 Rye Foreshore

13 January Australian Croatian Community Northern 
 Region Melbourne BBQ. Rye Foreshore

13 January Rye Gift & Family Fun Day 2018 
 RJ Rowley Recreation Reserve

20 January Portsea Swim Classic 2018 
 Point Nepean Quarantine Station

26 January Australia Day 2018 – Rye 
 Rye Foreshore

26 January Australia Day 2018 – Sorrento Bowls Club 
 Sorrento Bowls Club

26 January Australia Day 2018 – Sorrento-Portsea RSL 
 Sorrento RSL
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You are 
HERE!

AUSTRALIA

DAY
on the peninsula

1 Hastings 
Emu Plains Market

2 Mount Eliza 
CFA truck

3 Mornington 
Street parade

4 Dromana 
Live music

5 Rye 
Fireworks 

6 Rosebud 
Fun Run

7 Sorrento 
Lawn Bowls

8 Sorrento-Portsea RSL 
FREE BBQ

Key highlights

For full details on what each Township 
has to offer, visit: 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/australiaday

1

2

3

4
5

7
8

6

Pocket  
Guide

Australia Day is a day for all to come 
together and celebrate what it means to be 
an Australian.  The Mornington Peninsula 
Shire is proud to bring and support a range 
of festivities for the community and visitors 
to celebrate Australia Day.    

Wherever you are on the Peninsula there 
are loads of activities to enjoy, markets, 
live entertainment, FREE BBQ’s and FREE 
kid’s activities.  Official proceedings with a 
flag raising ceremony, national anthem and 
speeches from Australia Day Ambassadors 
for every event, along with the Australia 
Day Award winners being announced at a 
celebration held in Rosebud.  

There will be something for everyone  
this Australia Day.

Your 
pocket 
guide
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Grab your December edition of Peninsula Wide, pull out the Pocket 
Guide to see what’s on in the Nepean Ward on Australia Day.


