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Summer Snaps
#supportlocal to win!
This summer we want to see 
how you #supportlocal! Share a 
summery snap of your favourite 
local businesses for your chance 
to win.

Coffee down the street? Ordered 
a gift online? Helped by a local 
tradie? Share your photos on 
Instagram or Facebook and tag the 
business and us.

Add #supportlocal 
#summerisforeveryone and make 
sure your profile is public so we can 
see it. Our top picks will receive a 
prize from a local business! 

 facebook.com/mornpenshire 
 @ourpeninsula

Full competition details  
available online: 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/summerguide



Welcome!Welcome!
Summer is finally here 
but it’s going to look a bit 
different this year.
To help you make the most of holiday time 
while still caring for our community, we’ve 
put together a handy guide to having a 
COVID-safe summer on the Peninsula. It’s 
all about being respectful, following the 
current public health orders and protecting 
our community so we can continue to 
enjoy our fun in the sun.

what’s hot  
on the Peninsula 
this summer
• Dining alfresco
• Avoiding crowded places
• Taking hand sanitiser 

when you go out
• Being kind to others
• Supporting local 

businesses
• Wearing a mask
• Riding and walking
• Disposing of waste 

responsibly
• Enjoying the great 

outdoors
For more community information, 
including COVID-19 testing locations, 
see page 17.
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Australia
Day

Tuesday 26 January 2021

Carols by  
 Headlights

Australia Day: reflect, 
respect, celebrate
On Australia Day we reflect on our history 
– its highs and lows. We respect the stories 
of others. And we celebrate our nation, its 
achievements and most of all, its people. 
We’re all part of the story!
If you’re celebrating on the Peninsula, small 
get-togethers outside are what’s hot this

year. Head outside for a picnic, barbie in 
the backyard or some alfresco dining.
If the beach looks busy, please find a 
quieter spot instead. We need people to 
continue to do the right thing so we can 
keep our beaches open.
For up-to-date details on any Shire 
Australia Day activities across the 
Mornington Peninsula: 

  mornpen.vic.gov.au/australiaday

Instead of our traditional Carols by 
Candlelight, this Christmas we’ll be 
screening a special film of carols 
performances, which includes local 
celebrities, performances by local 
musicians and singers, and Santa himself.

It’s all thanks to 12 generous community 
organisations, supported by the Shire and 
produced by the Peninsula Film Office.

Join us at the Dromana Drive-in for three 
special nights 21–23 December. Tickets 
are free, bookings essential.

mornpen.vic.gov.au/christmas

A safe New Year for all
We’re working with emergency services to 
ensure the southern Peninsula remains family 
friendly on New Year’s Eve. The following 
restrictions apply over the NYE period:

• There will be no planned events (including 
fireworks) on foreshore reserves

• Alcohol bans apply in public places from 
30 December to midnight 1 January

• A person must not possess or discharge 
fireworks (fines will apply)

• Flares to be discharged in an  
emergency only

• Rye pier car parks closed from 4pm, Rye 
pier from 6pm and the Rye foreshore 
playground from 8pm on 31 December

Please have a safe and happy new year as 
we all look forward to 2021! 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/nye
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Outdoor dining
Dining alfresco has always been popular, 
but this summer you’ll be spoilt for choice 
on just where to enjoy a delicious meal and 
a cold beverage while soaking up the sun 
and fresh air. Look out for our fantastic new 
‘parklets’ in shopping strips, making outdoor 
dining a breeze!

Local markets
There’s no better way to discover the 
Peninsula’s finest artisanal products, 
freshest local produce, artists, craft people 
and performers than by heading to one of 
our many celebrated community markets. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/markets

Farm gates
If you like to know where your food is coming 
from and want the freshest, tastiest and 
best, then head to one of the Peninsula’s 
fabulous farm gates. Visit the MP Produce 
website to discover more. 

 mpproduce.com.au

Our Mornington Peninsula businesses 
are bursting to open their doors and 
invite you to enjoy the many treats on 
offer this summer.
There are so many place to go and 
things to see and do. To explore all  
the Peninsula has to offer visit: 

 visitmorningtonpeninsula.org

Just browsing
A bit of retail therapy anyone? Our unique 
townships and villages are just made for a 
leisurely stroll with a takeaway coffee and a 
browse through the shops.

Attractions, activities, experiences
Whether you’re after adventure or 
relaxation, remember to book ahead and 
check the current COVID-19 restrictions.  
If in doubt, call our visitor centre. 

 5950 1579

The ‘best of the best’ in safe, 
healthy and sustainable food  
on the Peninsula.

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/bestbites
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our 
arts & culture

Below: Vera Moller, memoriama (detail) 2019
Top: Jenna Lee, re/verse/d 2020

Connect
Find out what’s on, enjoy a new experience 
and support our artists as they share their 
passion, talent and creativity with us.

Or share your own creations – music, 
dance, poetry, drawing, painting, pottery 
and more – on Facebook or Instagram with 

 #thethingswecreate 
 artsandculture.mornpen.vic.gov.au

Summer reading at our libraries
Summer holidays are made for relaxing 
with a good book. Browse any of our four 
libraries at Mornington, Rosebud, Hastings 
and Somerville. 

 ourlibrary.mornpen.vic.gov.au

Events
To find out what’s on over summer visit our 
events calendar. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/events 

Mornington Peninsula Regional Gallery
2020 National Works on Paper 
5 December 2020 – 21 February 2021

Visit over summer to see the 2020 National 
Works on Paper – a prestigious exhibition 
held every two years, featuring many of 
Australia’s best contemporary artists. This 
year’s prize features 76 artists from across 
the country. 

 mprg.mornpen.vic.gov.au
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the
Briars
The Briars 
450 Nepean Highway, Mount Martha 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/thebriars 
 5874 3686

Follow us on Facebook to stay up to date 
with COVID-19 impacts as well as planned 
activities and events. 

 facebook.com/BriarsMtMartha

Walks
Drop into the Visitors Centre and grab a 
map to discover the many walks through 
the Briars. Look out for koalas, wallabies, 
kangaroos and birdlife.

Picnic time
Pack a picnic basket and blanket and  
enjoy some time on the grass.

Angus and Rose Coffee and Creativity
Offering children’s workshops and parties 
as well as daily coffee and cake. Contact  

 5974 4833.

Heritage Homestead
Immerse yourself in the life of the Peninsula’s 
early settlers at the Briars Homestead. Join 
our volunteer guides on a one-hour tour and 
explore the historic buildings and gardens. 
Please call the Briars visitor centre on  

 03 5974 3686.

Mornington Peninsula  
Astronomical Society
Public viewing nights on the first Friday of 
each month. Contact  

 0419 253 252.

Shire nursery
Browse the extensive range of plants 
indigenous to the Peninsula as well as a 
range of native Australian plants. 

 5974 8417

The Briars is a beautiful 230-hectare 
sanctuary that is one of the best 
kept secrets on the Peninsula. Its 
wetlands and woodlands are home 
to an abundance of local flora and 
fauna, while the Heritage Homestead 
is one of the first homes built by 
Europeans on the Peninsula.

7



There are five new all-
abilities picnic tables 
along the Rye foreshore.

Pelican Park Recreation Centre 
2 Marine Parade, Hastings 
Fully accessible heated 25m indoor pool 
and toddler splash pad, gymnasium, group 
fitness classes, personal training, childcare 
and a café next door.

Civic Reserve Recreation Centre 
350 Dunns Road, Mornington 
Gymnasium, group exercise studio, 
childcare, gymnastics centre, two-court 
stadium and tennis courts.

Crib Point outdoor pool 
31 Governors Road, Crib Point 
25m pool and kids’ leisure pool with lawn 
space, kiosk and picnic tables.

Somerville Recreation Centre 
14 Edward Street, Somerville 
New fully accessible centre with four multi-
sport indoor courts, Pilates and wellness 
studios, childcare and café.

parks & 
recreat ion
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I f you’re looking to get active beyond 
the surf, sea and sand, there are  
plenty of options across the Peninsula



Playgrounds 
The Mornington Peninsula boasts 145 
playgrounds offering a range of play 
experiences and equipment to suit all ages 
and abilities, including Liberty Swings at the 
Hastings foreshore playground and Lawson 
Park in Rosebud. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/playgrounds

Skate Parks 
Grab your deck and head to one of 
the Peninsula’s many skate parks. For 
locations visit: 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/skateparks

Mount Martha Public Golf Course 
Forest Drive, Mount Martha 
Affordable golf for families, social groups, 
beginners and pros. 18 holes plus 
clubhouse with deck and views. 

 mtmarthapublicgc.com.au
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Shared trails 
There is something for everyone across the 
Peninsula, with trails that can be shared by 
walkers, horse riders and mountain bikers. 
Bay trails, coastal tracks, rail trails and more. 
Check out what suits you and enjoy!

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/sharedtrails 
 visitmorningtonpeninsula.org

Picnics and barbecues
The Peninsula is bursting with parks, 
gardens, foreshore and bushland reserves 
– perfect for a picnic or barbecue with family 
and friends. Grab your picnic blanket and 
hamper and discover your favourite spot.

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/parksandreserves



your 
backyard

START

Want to be a citizen scientist and 
help us discover the Peninsula’s 
amazing biodiversity and local 
habitats? Join us on iNaturalist!

Follow the cobblestone path  
to find each animal. Don’t get caught 

at dead ends!



START

iNaturalist is a free, easy 
to use app for people 
to share their photos of 
native flora and fauna in 
their area. Simply join the 
‘Mornington Peninsula 
Biodiversity’ group to get 
started and snap away.

 inaturalist.org

1. Download  
    the app

3. Snap  
    some pics

4. Share  
    your pics

2. Join our 
    community
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natural 
wonders

Warringine Park
Warringine Park is one of the best kept 
secrets on the Mornington Peninsula and a 
bird watcher’s haven. It offers walking tracks 
through coastal and creek habitat and forms 
part of the internationally significant Western 
Port Ramsar site.

Devilbend Natural Features Reserve
The reserve includes the largest inland 
water body on the Mornington Peninsula 
providing valuable habitat for 158 species 
of waterbirds and shorebirds.  Recreational 
activities include: picnics, walking and 
cycling, fishing, photography, birdwatching 
and non-powered watercraft.

Point Nepean National Park
A special place rich with history, the park has 
outstanding coastal scenery and panoramic 
views of Bass Strait, the Rip and Port Phillip 
Bay. Explore the military forts and tunnels, 
discover the historic Quarantine Station,  
view the memorial where Prime Minister 
Harold Holt went missing or simply enjoy  
the coastal surrounds.

Balcombe Creek Estuary
A boardwalk and walking tracks run about 
3.5 km through bushland along the south 
bank of the creek, from the estuary to the 
Nepean Highway, where the track connects 
with walking tracks in The Briars.
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Mornington Peninsula National Park
This narrow strip of coast and bushland 
offers a wonderful blend of natural  
scenery and fascinating historic features. 
The park is popular for swimming, walking, 
picnics and nature study, as well as 
surfing at ocean beaches like Portsea, 
Sorrento and Gunnamatta.

Mushroom Reef Marine Sanctuary
This area is famous for its sandstone rock 
platforms and diversity of marine life.  
When searching the rockpools one can 
find many crabs, multicoloured cushion 
seastars, numerous species of snails and 
delicate anemones.

Arthurs Seat State Park
Rising high above the Mornington 
Peninsula, the view from the 314-metre 
summit is spectacular. Take one of the 
many walking tracks and discover gems 
such as Seawinds Gardens.

Cape Schanck Lighthouse Reserve
The historic lighthouse sits atop spectacular 
basalt cliffs, with rugged coastal scenery 
including Bushrangers Bay and Pulpit Rock 
within walking distance. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/walks 
 visitmorningtonpeninsula.org

There’s much more to the 
Mornington Peninsula than 
beaches and wineries. 
Discover a world of stunning 
national parks, reserves, 
sanctuaries and trails that will 
delight the whole family.
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T he sandy, shallow beaches 
of Port Phillip, the secluded 
beaches of Western Port or 

the rugged ocean beaches facing Bass 
Strait. Take your pick! Whatever you decide, 
always swim between the flags. Read the 
safety signs and never swim alone.

Patrolled beaches:
Surf – Portsea, Sorrento,  
 Gunnamatta, Point Leo.

Bay – Mornington, Mount Martha,  
 Dromana Bay, Rosebud-McCrae.

Piers and jetties
Going fishing, taking a leisurely stroll, 
snorkelling or having fish and chips, the 
piers and jetties on the Mornington Peninsula 
are picture perfect. 

 visitmorningtonpeninsula.org

Accessible beaches
Mount Martha 
Wheelchair accessible beach matting  
and two MobiChairs 

 mmlsc.com.au

Point Leo 
Sandcruiser beach wheelchair 
pointleoslsc.com

Mills Beach, Mornington 
Wheelchair accessible beach matting  
and a MobiChair 

 morningtonlsc.com.au 
 mornpen.vic.gov.au/accessiblerecreation

Dogs on beaches
Exercising your dog on the beach is a 
great way to get outdoors, however please 
remember dogs are prohibited on many 
beaches from 9am to 7pm throughout the 
daylight savings period. Make sure you keep 
your dog on a leash at all other times, except 
when at a designated leash-free area. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/dogsonbeaches

Jet ski safety
Jet skis are a popular activity at many 
Peninsula beaches. It is important to 
remember however, they pose a danger 
to other people if not ridden safely and 
responsibly. The Mornington Peninsula 
Shire will have Community Safety Officers 
patrolling beaches for speeding and 
irresponsible riding of jet skis.

Remember to Ride Right. 
 transportsafety.vic.gov.au/msv/pwc

sun, sand 
& surf
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W e all love the beach. It’s part 
of what makes summer … 
well, summer! But if your 

favourite beach looks busy, please find a 
quieter spot or come back another time.

Your beach bag essentials
• Hand sanitiser
• Extra face masks
• Water bottles
• Sunscreen and hat

COVID-safe 
beach tips

Remember to keep your distance 
from others while at the beach 
and limit your group to adhere to 
the current public health orders.

Not feeling great? Even on a 
brilliant beach day, you must stay 
home until you are better.

Remember to slip on a rashie, 
slop on some sunscreen, slap on 
a hat and slide 1.5m away from 
anyone you don’t live with.

Put your used single-use masks 
in the bin, or take them home 
with you, so they don’t end up in 
the ocean.
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10 ways you can help protect  
our natural environment
Get out there!
People who spend more time in nature 
are more likely to act for nature. Enjoy our 
national parks, reserves and coastal areas.

Say ‘no’ to single-use plastics
This includes plastic-lined takeaway cups, 
straws, cutlery, balloons and individually 
wrapped sauces and sachets.

Use a keep cup instead, refill your own water 
bottle and always remember your reusable 
shopping bags.

Take 3 for the sea
Cigarette butts, bottle tops and plastic bags 
can be mistaken for food, choking or killing 
marine life. Take three pieces of rubbish with 
you when you leave the beach.

Keeping cool
Set your air con no lower than 25 degrees 
on hot days or find a cool, shady spot 
outside instead.

Waste not
Make sure all your waste goes in the bin 
rather than ending up in our waterways. 
Remember to also recycle right – putting 
non-recyclables into your recycling bin 
contaminates the whole truck and the load 
goes to landfill instead.

Leave the car at home
Ask yourself if you can walk or ride where 
you want to go. You won’t miss the traffic 
and parking hassles!

Use a sea-safe sunscreen at the beach
Some sunscreens contain chemicals  
that harm marine life. Avoid sunscreens  
with oxybenzone, nanoparticles, parabens 
and cinnamates.

Fishing line
Don’t let our marine life get entangled in 
discarded fishing line: make sure you take it 
all home with you.

Be a responsible pet owner
Pick up after your pets and control their 
wandering habits. Allowing pets to roam 
increases predation and stress on our 
native fauna.

Get involved
Volunteer your time for nature. There are 
more than 50 Friends groups and 10 
Landcare groups on the Peninsula that  
you can join.

protecting our  
environment

The Mornington Peninsula is a place 
of unique natural beauty. From the 
marine sanctuaries of Western Port 
and Port Phillip to the temperate 
forests of our hinterland; Tootgarook 
Wetland to the foreshore reserves; 
our birdlife and our biodiversity. 
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Getting tested on the Peninsula
If you suspect you may have coronavirus, call the dedicated 
hotline – open 24 hours, seven days a week. 

 1800 675 398.

Rosebud Hospital
The clinic is located in Eleanora House at the front of the 
Rosebud Hospital site and is open daily 9am-4pm.

Frankston Hospital
Open daily from 10am-6pm at 12 Hastings Road, Frankston. 
Entry is separate to the main hospital entrance.

Atticus Health Medical Clinic Hastings
Testing at the clinic car park, by appointment only. 

 1300 268 431.

Rosebud Respiratory Clinic at the  
Rosebud Skin Cancer Centre
Testing at the clinic by appointment only. 

 0436 033 507

it’s a COVID-safe 
summer on the Peninsula

Mobile screening clinics operate daily. For latest locations 
contact Peninsula Health or call the coronavirus hotline. 

 peninsulahealth.org

A Call-to-Test service is available for people who have 
coronavirus symptoms and cannot leave home due to injury, 
mobility or other eligible reasons. Call the coronavirus hotline on: 

 1800 675 398.

Keep up to date on Victoria’s current restriction levels at: 
 dhhs.vic.gov.au/victorias-restriction-levels-covid-19

Find out more about how to stay safe and well: 
 dhhs.vic.gov.au/how-stay-safe-and-well-covid-19
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community 
information

Summer can be a busy time, 
so here’s some handy info to 
make sure you have a hassle-
free stay on the Peninsula.

Enjoy your stay
Our Short Stay local law aims to ensure our 
local communities and visitors both enjoy 
our summertime. Whether you’re a guest 
or an owner, thank you for knowing your 
responsibilities. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/shortstay

If you live next door to a short stay rental:

• In the event of a disturbance or issue, 
phone the Designated Contact Person.

• In the event of unreasonably loud  
music or irresponsible behaviour, call  
the new Victoria Police Assistance Line  
or report online.
 131 444 
 police.vic.gov.au

Resource Recovery Centres
Our Resource Recovery Centres are located 
at Rye, Mornington and Tyabb. There are 
also hoppers (smaller waste facilities that 
accept household waste and recyclables) 
located at Sorrento, Flinders and Dromana.

All waste vouchers for the 2019–20 financial 
year have been automatically extended 
until 31 December 2020. You can also use 
your vouchers to book a hard and/or green 
waste collection.  

 5950 1406 
 mornpen.vic.gov.au/waste

Due to COVID-19 restrictions, please check 
our website for up to date information on 
opening times and level of operation. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/coronavirus

Summer bin collections
Want to check what day your bin is 
collected? Find out here: 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/bins

Recycle right
Not sure what can and can’t go in your 
recycling bin? Find out here: 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/recycling

Say no to single use plastics
We’ve made a commitment to be  
single-use plastic free by 2023!

Say ‘no’ to key single-use plastics such as 
plastic-lined coffee cups, bags and cutlery, 
takeaway containers and straws. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/sup

Waste-free Peninsula
Thank you for keeping our Peninsula 
beautiful by disposing of all litter in one of 
our many public bins. 

If you see a full public bin, please let us know. 
 1300 850 600 
 mornpen.vic.gov.au/report-it

If you see someone illegally dumping 
rubbish, please report them. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/dobinadumper

Accessible Changing Places toilets
There are four fully accessible Changing 
Places toilets available on the Mornington 
Peninsula. For locations and access  
details visit: 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/changingplaces
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How’s your head today?
Then impacts of Coronavirus are 
tough and it’s important to make 
your mental health a priority. If 
you’re not feeling like yourself you 
can find information, advice and  
professional support at: 

 headtohealth.gov.au

Buruli ulcer
Buruli ulcer is a skin disease 
caused by toxins made by the 
bacterium Mycobacterium ulcerans, 
which leads to ulceration and skin loss. 
Mosquitoes may have a role in transmitting 
the infection, so protect yourself by avoiding 
mosquito bites.

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/beatthebite

Beat the heat
With heatwaves a regular 
feature on the Peninsula during 
the summer, it’s important to 
plan ahead and consider how 
you can look after yourself, your 
loved ones and pets when extreme heat hits.

• Drink plenty of water.
• Never leave anyone in the car.
• Plan activities for the coolest part of the day.
• Ensure pets have cool water and shade.
• Check in on others, such as elderly or 

vulnerable neighbours
 mornpen.vic.gov.au/summerheat

Be fire ready
If you’re staying on the Peninsula 
this summer, you need to make 
sure you’re fire ready.

• Download the VicEmergency app.
• Check your Fire Danger Rating 

every day.
• Learn about bushfire places of last resort.
• Have a bushfire plan and leave early.

 emergency.vic.gov.au 
 cfa.vic.gov.au

Thunderstorm Asthma
Grass pollen season brings a 
seasonal increase in asthma and 
hay fever, plus the chance of 
epidemic thunderstorm asthma. 
Find out how to protect yourself visit:

 betterhealth.vic.gov.au/thunderstormasthma

keep safe 
& healthy



Our Service Centres
Our customer service centres are open 
from 8.30am – 5pm Mon to Fri 
(excluding public holidays) 

 (03) 5950 1000 or 1300 850 600 
 mornpen.vic.gov.au/report-it

You can also email, message us on 
Facebook or web chat. 

 customerservice@mornpen.vic.gov.au 
 mornpen.vic.gov.au/contact-us

  facebook.com/mornpenshire

Mornington 
Peninsula Visitor 
Information Centre
To connect with our local tourism 
experts at the Mornington Peninsula 
Visitor Information Centre, please 
call or email for the most up to date 
information to plan your experience.  

  5950 1579 
  info@tourism.mornpen.vic.gov.au 

Daily 10am to 4pm,  
closed Christmas Day 

  mornpen.vic.gov.au/tourism

Snap Send Solve
Have you found something that needs 
fixing? Report it fast with the Snap Send 
Solve app for your smartphone.

Just snap a photo of the problem and the 
issue is sent directly to us.

If the issue is an emergency requiring 
immediate attention, it’s still best to give 
us a call.  

 1300 850 600

Information in this publication is correct at 
the time of printing. Changes to COVID-19 
restriction levels and public health advice 
may cause changes to Shire services, 
programs and events. Please check our 
website for the most up to date information. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/coronavirus


